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INTRODUCTION. 


With  a  well-founded  pride  may  an  Englishman  point  to 
his  country,  as  the  source  from  which  the  light  of  knowledge 
has  beamed  upon  the  inhabited  world, — as  the  cradle,  in 
which  the  sciences  have  been  fostered  until  they  have  at- 
tained a  power  and  strength,  which  appear  to  bring  all  nature 
under  their  control,  and  to  cast  a  wholly  new  character  upon 
the  history  of  Ae  human  race.  Great  and  valuable  as  may 
have  been  the  discoveries  of  our  enterprising  predecessors, 
the  present  century  will  ever  stand  distinguished  for  a  most 
extraordinary  display  of  the  active  spirit  of  discovery,  which 
has  explored  the  remotest  regions  of  the  earth,  which  has 
produced  a  rapid  improvement  in  every  branch  of  the 
sciences,  and  been  the  means  of  a  more  general  diffusion  of 
useful  knowledge.  Our  discoveries  have  been  grand  and 
momentous ;  they  have  made  important  accessions  to  our 
acquaintance  with  the  globe ;  they  have  materially  contri- 
buted to  the  extension  of  our  commerce,  our  riches,  and 
our  revenue,  to  the  means  of  private  accommodation  and 
public  security ;  they  have  promoted  our  intimacy  with  the 
highest  study  of  mankind ;  they  have  increased  our  conver- 
sation with  countries  and  manners  before  little  known,  and 
they  have  finally  presented  to  our  view,  man  in  conditions 
in  which  he  was  never  before  seen.  A  mutual  intercourse 
has  been  also  established,  in  many  instances,  on  the  solid 
basis  of  a  reciprocity  of  benefits,  and  the  productive  labour 
of  the  civilized  world  has  found  new  markets  for  the  dis- 
posal of  its  manufactures. 

The  attempt,  however,  to  discover  the  North  West  Pas- 
sage carries  with  it  a  character  peculiarly  its  own,  nor  can 
it  be  measured  by  any  of  the  standards,  which  have  been 
applied  to  other  voyages;  its  principal  aim  being  the  solu- 
tion of  a  great  geographical  problem,  without  the  expecta- 
tion of  its  being  attended  by  any  of  those  advantages  of  a 
commercial  character,  for  which  other  discoveries  have  been 
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11  INTRODUCTION 

distinguished.  In  the  narrative  of  a  voyage  of  this  kind, 
the  attention  is  universally  attracted  to  one  great  and  im- 
portant point,  without  presenting  any  of  those  grand  and 
glowing  pictures  of  the  tropical  climes,  which  gave  rise  to 
the  laborious  researches  and  profound  investigations  of  a 
Jones  or  a  Maurice.  But  although  the  professed  object  of 
the  last  Toyage  of  Captain  Ross  has  not  been  attained,  yet 
on  a  perusal  of  the  different  scenes,  through  which  the  in* 
trepid  navigators  passed,  much  will  be  found  to  excite  the 
attention  of  the  philosopher,  the  merchant,  and  the  man  of 
science,  whilst  at  the  same  time  the  honour  and  character  of 
the  nation  are  elevated  by  the  circumstance,  that  there  are 
men  to  be  found  in  it,  who  will  brave  the  rigour  of  four 
Arctic  winters,  estranged  from  every  comfort,  which  can 
render  life  desirable,  ^r  the  sole  purpose  of  enlarging  the 
boundary  of  maritime  discovery,  and  adding  another  leaf  to 
the  kuret  which  already  encircles  the  braws  of  the  British 
mariners. 

The  outset,  progress,  and  result  of  various  enterprises 
have  been  exhibited  to  the  world,  in  the  publications  of  the 
respective  adventurers ;  but,  valuable  as  these  productions 
are,  yet  the  size  and  expense  of  the  volumes  preclude  many 
readers  of  curiosity,  intelligence,  and  knowledge,  from  being 
^ble  conveniently  to  purchase  such  sources  of  gratification. 
Thus  the  price,  at  which  Captain  Ross  announces  the  history 
of  his  last  voyage,  namely  two  guineas,  will  place  it  beyond 
the  reach  of  the  greatest  part  of  the  reading  community, 
whereas  in  the  following  pages  will  be  found,  at  a  compara- 
tively low  price,  the  whole  of  the  incidents  and  discoveries, 
for  which  Uie  voyage  has  been  distinguished,  and  the  au- 
thenticity of  which  is  placed  upon  a  basis,  which  cannot  now 
be  subverted. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

HISTORY  OF  THE  EARJ.Y  VOYAGES  TO  TOB  ARCTIC  REGIOKB. 

TuBRB  i«  scarcely  any  species  of  History,  which  to  the 
inquiring  mind  presents  greater  delight,  or  which  is  studied 
with  greater  assiduity,  than  that  which  treats  of  the  adventures 
of  the  early  Navigators,  in  their  daring  efforts  to  penetrate  into 
distant  transmarine  Countries,  the  existence  of  which  has  been 
only  guessed  at,  or  which  by  the  ignorant  multitude  has  been 
treated  as  a  wild  and  improbable  fable.  We  follow  these  ad- 
venturous men  in  their  daring  enterprise ,  we  view  them  at  their 
top-mast  head,  straining  their  vision  over  the  wide  waste  of 
water,  hoping  to  discover  some  small  speck,  which  might  tell 
mem  of  the  realization  of  their  hopes,  and  we  follow  them  nightly 
to  their  cheerless  hammocks,  disappointed  and  despairing; 
discomfiture  and  disgrace  their  future  companions;  themselves 
the  objects  of  neglect  and  ridicule ;  but  then  on  a  sudden,  the 
restless  fife  of  the  noble  ^oul  breaks  forth — the  inspirations 
of  a  mighty  genius  support  them  in  the  contest — Onwards  f 
onwards  1  is  the  cry-^^Hope  once  more  fills  the  sails— ^Courage 
takes  the  holm — and  the  God  of  the  brave  is  the  pilot. 

The  maritime  power  of  England,  founded  on  a  spirit  of  dis- 
covery, began  to  manifest  itself  as  early  as  the  reign  of  Alfred. 
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who  had  lio  sooner  ascended  the  throne,  than  he  directed  hi* 
attention  to  the  commercial  relations  of  the  country.  At  that 
time  the  Venetians  might  be  considered  as  the  carriers  of  Europe, 
and  iu  point  of  nautical  skill,  they  bore  the  pre-eminence  over 
^very  other  maritime  power.  By  their  connexion  with  the  eastern 
and  southern  shores  of  the  Mediterranean,  the  valuable  pxoduce 
of  Turkey/ and  the  manufactures  of  India  were  circulated  over  the 
entire  continent  of  Europe,  and  a  French  or  an  English  ship  no 
sooner  showed  itself  in  the  Mediterranean,  than  it  was  attacked 
by  the  arnq^ d  vessels  of  the  Venetians,  or  captured  by  the  Moorish 
•corsairs,  and  the  crew  carried  into  slavery.  The  restricted  com- 
merce of  England,  was  at  that  time  greatly  fettered  by  imposts 
and  duties,  which  had  been  impolitically  laid  on  for  the  support 
of  the  Priesthood,  the  erection  of  monastic  houses,  and  the  pur- 
chase of  indulgences  from  the  see  of  Rome.  These  were  wisely 
repealed  by  Alfred,  who  pt^rceived  the  injury,  which  the  com- 
merce of  the  country  sustained  from  their  exaction,  and  although 
he  clearly  saw  the  impossibility  of  competing  with  the  Venetians 
im  their  owb  ocean,  yet  he  resolved  by  fitting  out  difierettt  expe- 
ditions of  discovery,  to  open  some  new  channels  for  English 
commerce,  and  which  might  act  as  a  counterpoise  to  the  ascen- 
dancy of  the  Venetian  tntde.  Amongst  the  chronicles  of  thos« 
days,  we  find  a  commission  granted  to  one  Simon  Otho,  to  take 
under  his  command  the  ''  goode  shippe"'  Adelgitha,  and  with 
h^  to  sail  across  seas,  to  discover  lands  unknown,  all  '^  for  the 
Olorye  of  Ctod^ — the  honou  of  his  Kinge,  and  publique  goode  of 
his  Coimirie."  The  Geography  of  the  northern  countries  of 
Europe  ivas  thfen  wholly  problematical ;  the  southern  parts  of 
Norwuy  ahd  Sweden  were  indeed  known  to  the  Danes,  but  no 
vensei  had  ever  navigated  to  so  high  a  latitude,  as  to  determine 
iheir  tioHhern  boundary,  and  it  was  accordingly  surmised  that  a 
passage  lo  the  eastward  existed,  which  might  establish  a  route 
%o  Iho^  eountries,  from  which  the  Venetians  drew  their  valuable 
<t)tnmodities.  Otho  was  therefore  instructed  to  survey  the  coasts 
of  Norway  and  Sweden,  and  following  the  instructions  furnished 
ty  «  Danifib  pilot,  be  was  led  to  believe  that  a  sea  existed  in 
about  the '.latitude  of  55",  F)y  which  the  desired  passage  could  be 
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effected  Otho  aceordingly  sailed  into  the  Baltic,  but  bcin^ 
wholly  ignorant  of  the  navigation  of  that  dangerous  sea,  in 
rounding  the  sonthem-most  point  of  Sweden,  his  ship  struck  on 
the  ledge  of  rod(s»  now  known  by  the  name  of  Ft^lsterbom 
Reef,  and  he  and  his  whole  crew  were  in  the  most  imminent 
danger  of  perishing.  By  great  exertion,  however,  the  ship  wa« 
got  off,  and  after  undergoing  some  repairs  at  a  small  town  in  the 
Danish  territory,  supposed  to  be  the  present  Elsineur,  he  re- 
entered the  North  Sea,  and  proceeded  along  the  coast  of  Norway 
imtil  he  reached  the  latitude  of  68®  north.  Here  his  ship  re-, 
oeived  considerable  damage  amongst  the  small  rodiy  Islands 
whiiA  abound  in  that  quarter ;  and  not  possessing  the  enterpris- 
ing spirit  of  the  mariners  of  the  present  day,  he  bent  his  course 
homewards,  being  satisfied  that  he  had  penetrated  to  a  higher 
latitude  than  ^ny  former  navigator,  although  he  could  not  boast 
of  any  farther  advantage,  resulting  from  the  expedition. 

This  may  be  considered  as  the  first  voyage  on  record,  un- 
dertakmi  for  the  express  purpose  of  discovery.  It  was  the  infant 
manifestation  of  the  future  maritime  greatness  c^  England,  but 
whicli  for  a  time  was  prevented  from  extending  and  developing 
itselfy  by  the  political  troubles  which  distinguished  the  after 
mgae,  and  by  the  ignorance  and  imbecility  of  the  reigning 
Bonarehs. 

Uatil  this  period,  the  firagile  barks  of  the  Europeans^  had  been 
principally  confined  to  the  coasting  trade,  but  the  daring  gei^ius 
of  Colwubns  saw  at  a  distance  far  beyond  the  ocean's  visible' 
verge,  the  mountains  of  a  distant  land,  although  the  ignorance 
and  mpevstition  of  the  age  in  which  he*  lived,  threw  the  most 
diAeartening  obstacles  in  his  way ;  the  priests  laiAghed  at  his 
dedu<^ions  and  his  ftrgumentfl;  the  soidisant  Philosophers  ridi- 
culed his  analogies  founded  on  the  Laws  of  Nature,  and  he  was 
finally  threatened  with  a  prison,  for  presuming  to  entertain  the 
heretioai  doctrine,  that  beyond  ''  the  furthest  ken  of  Sea"  there 
might  exist  a  people,  who  had  never  heard  ^f  the  name  ofC^hrist,* 
and  wbo  Ufed  like  the  beasts,  in  the  glooi^  :Wd  darkness  of 
savage  iMinre.  That  genius,  however  which  will  not  be  dannted 
hy  the  <Mastmg  tyranny  of  Priestcraft,  nor  which  quail  under 
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the  rack  of  the  Inquisition,  impelled  him  to  adventure  his  little 
bark^  on  the  hitherto  unploughed  Ocean  of  the  Atlantic,  and  no 
nobler  or  grander  object  can  tlt^  History  of  the  human  character 
present,  than  Columbus  sitting*  at  the  helm  of  his  vessel,  his  eye 
directed  to  the  w^jstward,  as  if  it  would  penetrate  into  the  very 
depths  of  an  almost  illimitable  distance,  and  exclaiming  in  all 
the  enthusiasm  of  a  noble  mind — "  //  must — It  must  be  so,  for 
God  is  my  guide.'" 

If  however  we  look  into  the  motives  which,  in  the  majority 
of  cases,  swayed  the  mind  of  the  earliest  navigators,  we  shall  find 
but  little  to  admire  or  to  applaud,  with  the  exception  of  an 
occasional  display  of  high  personal  courage,  which  appeared  to 
brave  all  obstacles,. and  to  look  down  with  disdain  on  common 
difficulties.  On  such  occasions,  however,  the  priesthood  inter- 
fered and  gave  to  some  favourite  Saint  the  merit  of  the  act,  as 
without  his  most  special  interposition,  it  would  not  have  been 
possible  to  accomplish  the  deed,  and  thus  in  every  undertaking 
of  importance  or  difficulty,  it  became  necessary  by  largesses,  or 
benefactions,  to  enlist  the  priesthood  in  the  cause,  as  by  their 
all  powerful  influence,  men  could  be  found  at  all  times  to  embark 
in  an  undertaking,  although  distinguished  by  the  greatest  diffi- 
culty and  danger.  This  was  peculiarly  the  case  with  Columbus, 
previously  to  the  undertaking  of  his  perilous  voyage  across  the 
Atlantic;  and  it  was  subsequently  exemplified  with  greater  force, 
in  the  expeditions  of  Vasco  deGama.  The  tatter  of  these  enter- 
prising men,  foreseeing  the  dangers  which  awaited  him  in  his 
daring  projects,  and  the  effects  which  they  would  naturally  have 
upon  his  crew,  unseasoned  to  hardships,  and  in  their  natures 
weak  and  effeminate,  enlisted  in  his  cause,  the  two  most  power- 
ful engines,  which  then  ruled  the  human  mind,  lucre  and  religion, 
and  by  their  concentrated  force,  he  succeeded  in  infusing  courage 
into  the  hearts  of  his  dispirited  mariners  in  the  midst  of  the 
most  appalling  dangers,  and  finally  led  them  to  triumph  over 
difficulties,  at  which,  but  for  the  seasonable  influence  of  the 
priest,  they  would  have  shrunk  abashed.  If  fear  and  irresolution 
came  upon  them,  the  priest,  with  the  crucifix  in  his  hand,  was 
immediately  in  their  presence,  proudly  exclaiming  to  them  that 
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(hey  were  the  chosen  agents  of  the  Saints  of  Heaven,  appointed 
to  carry  their  names  and  miracles,  to  the  most  distant  quarters 
of  the  world,  and  to  fix  the  standard  of  the  holy  cross  in  the 
benighted  coimtry  of  the  heathen.  If  the  sailors  at  any  time, 
burning  under  a  tropical  sun,  and  seeing  no  immediate  termina- 
tion to  the  privations  and  hardships,  which  they  were  undergoing, 
began  to  murmur,  and  to  hazard  an  opinion,  that  if  they  really 
were,  as  was  alleged  by  the  priest,  in  the  service  of  the  Saints, 
It  would  become  them  to  pay  a  little  more  attention  to  the  satis- 
faction of  their  wants,  and  necessities ;  then  their  wily  commander 
rery  opportunely  stepped  in,  and  inflamed  their  imagination, 
with  the  prospect  of  the  inexhaustible  riches  that  awaited  them , 
of  the  high  and  dignified  station,  which  they  would  occupy  on 
their  return  to  their  native  land,  laden  with  the  wealth  of  dis- 
tant countries,  and  thereby  be  enabled  to  spend  the  remainder 
of  their  lives  in  afihience  and  luxury,  under  the  shades  of  their 
native  olive  groves,  and  vineyards. 

History  records  three  instances  in  the  first  voyage  of  Columbus, 
when,  had  it  not  been  for  some  pious  frauds,  practised  on  the 
sailors  by  the  priests,  the  helm  would  have  been  seized  by  the 
despairing  crew,  and  the  ship  made  to  retrace  its  course  to  Spain. 
Thus  it  appears  that  although  superstition  has  been,  and  in  some 
degree  is  still,  one  of  the  greatest  enemies  of  the  human  race,  yet 
that  it  was  by  the  active  power  of  superstition,  that  Columbus 
succeeded  in  becoming  the  discoverer  of  the  western  continent. 
If  superstition  had  not  impressed  the  belief  on  the  minds  of  his 
dissatisfied  and  rebellious  crew,  that  the  priests  on  board  had 
frequent  visitations  from  their  patron  saints,  urging  them  to  pursue 
their  course,  and  promising  them  ultimate  success;  if  Las  Casas 
had  not  politically  stepped  forward,  with  the  relation  of  a  miracu- 
lous vision,  in  which  appeared  to  him  St.  Augustine,  who  exposed 
to  him  the  view  of  the  country,  to  which  they  were  fast  approi|ch« 
ing ;  the  rivers  of  which  flowed  over  beds  of  gold,  and  the 
mountains  of  which  were  studded  with  precious  stones,  Colum- 
bus would  have  been  cast  into  the  hold  of  his  ship,  and  carried 
back  to  Spain  in  irons,  as  a  visionary  and  a  traitor 

Spain  indeed'  considered  the  now  world  as  treasure-trove»  of 
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which  she  was  lawfully  and  exclusively  the  mistress.  A  bu#' 
of  the  Roman  churchy  granted  by  Pope  Adrian  VI.,  gave  what 
was  then  esteemed  as  a  lacred  recognition  of  these  e.vclusiYo 
.  rights,  and  the  government  of  Spai«  determined,  that  none  but 
Spaniards  should  trade  with>  or  land  upon  the  American  conti- 
nent, and  islands.  Such  folly  must  now  appear  unaccountable, 
but  it  is  an  historical  fact,  that  the  Spaniards  at  first  fancied, 
that  they  could  keep  tkeir  discoveries  in  the  West  Indies  a  secret 
from  the  rest  of  the  world,  and  prevent  the  ships  of  other  nations 
from  finding  their  way  thither.  Not  all  the  power  of  Spain 
however,  comparativeiy  great  as  it  tliMi  was,  nor  all  the  horrid 
cruelty  practised  in  support  of  her  extravagant  pretensions,  oouM 
deter  the  enterprising  mariners  of  England,  from  attempt- 
ing to  share  in  the  greatly  exaggerated  wealth  of  the  new 
world.  The  spirit  of  discovery,  roused  by  the  suocessiul  enter- 
prises of  CoiiumbuB,  and  Vasco  de  Gama,  spread  through  all  the 
maritime  states  of  Europe,  cmd  as  early  as  1526,  being  only  d4 
years  from  the  discovery  of  America,  one  Thomas  Tyson^  was 
sent  by  some  jBnglish  merchants  to  the  West  Indies,  and  fnom 
this  expedition  arose  that  formidable  body  of  men^  styled  the 
Bnoeaneers,  who  setting  at  defiance  the  authority  of  tfaa  church 
icxf  Reme,  and  the  oonseqoeBt  soyereignty  of  the  Spaniards  in  the 
West  Indies,  becanM  the  diampions  of  the  maritime  states  «f 
£nrope,  and  ultimately  led  to  the  expulsion  of  the  Spaiiiarda 
fmm  a  great  portion  of  their  newly  acquired  teifitory. 

It  is  therefbee  at  once  apparent,  that  the  love  of  aeteaee,  or  the 
••olution  of  any  geogra{Aical  problem,  by  which  the  art  of  aaviga- 
Ikw  ooidd  be  improired,  had  little  or  no  share  in  the  ^qpediiions  in 
wliich'tiie«arly  navigators  embarked.  A  voyage,  likethatofCapt. 
Codk,  for  the  mere  purpose  of  observing  the  astroncNuieal  pheno- 
menon of  the  transit  of  Venus  over  the  sun,  would  in  these  early 
ag^  have  been  met  with  ridicule  and  contempt;  it  would  have 
appeared  as  a  project  from  which  no  especial  benefit  waste  be 
derived,  and  not  a  shilling  would  have  been  advanced^  by  any  of  tjb» 
maritime  powers  of  EJurope,  in  support  of  an  undertaking  so  appa- 
rently useless  and  preposterous;  for  a  conquest  of  territory,  which 
was  to  foe  accompanied  by  an  acoumulatioa  of  riches,  was  the  predo- 
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mtoaot  principle^  which  actuated  the  early  navigutors,  in  their  at- 
tempts to  penetrate  beyond  those  latitudes,  to  which  their  commer- 
cial enterprises  had  been  hitherto  confined.    By  the  maritime  skill 
of  theVenetians,  who  were  the  sovereigns  of  the  Mediterranean,  the 
beautifU  and  splendid  productions  of  Indie,  natnral  and  artificial, 
were  brought  from  the  shores  of  Egypt  and  the  adjacent  coasts,  and 
found  a  ready  and  highly  lucrative  market  in  the  European  states. 
It  was  in  vain  for  the  Portuguese  to  attempt  to  compete  with  the 
Venetians,  and  therefore  it  was  resolved  to  seek  a  new  and  per- 
haps a  less  circuitous  and  hazardous  route,  by  which  an  immediate 
communication  might  be  obtained  with  India,  and  thereby  become 
not  only  the  rivals  of  the  Venetians,  but  their  participators  in  all 
the  Iticmtive  advantages  of  the  Indian  commerce.     For  this  pur« 
pose,  two  ships  were  fitted  out  by  the  Portuguese,  at  the  expense 
of  private  individuals ;  but  the  command  was  entrusted  to  men, 
fitted  neither  by  nautical  skill  nor  mental  energy  for  so  important 
an  enterprise,  and  who  preferred  their  own  immediate  aggrand* 
laement^  to  the  prosecution  of  the  object  in  which  they  were 
eagaged.  The  ships  reached  the  Azores  in  safety,  and  the  Sover- 
eignty of  an  Island,  rich  in  all  the  productions  of  nature,  appeared 
in  the  eyes  of  the  commanders,  to  be  a  far  more  preferable  situa- 
tion than  sailing  in  qtte.<!t  of  an  unknown  country,  which  only  ex- 
isted perhaps  in  the  ferlile  brains  of  the  projectors  of  the  expedition, 
and  thereby  continually  exposing  themselves  to  all  the  perils  at 
tendant  on  the  navigation  of  an  ocean,  of  the  Geography  of  which 
they  were  utterly  ignorant.  The  ships  were  dismantled,  and  the 
projectors  of  the  expedition  came  to  the  conclusion,  that  the  ves- 
sels bad  either  foimdered  at  sea,  or  that  they  had  fellen  into  the 
power  of  aome  of  thoM  savage  tribes,  which  were  known  to  in- 
habit t^  western  coasts  of  Africa. 

This  disastrous  circumstance  tended  for  a  time  to  diminish  the 
ardoiv  of  the  Portuguese,  in  the  prosecution  of  their  nautical 
enlerprisee,  until  a  man  of  a  commanding  genius,  on  a  sadden 
appeared  amongst  them,  and  who  surmounting  all  the  obstacles, 
vrhfdi  jealousy  and  private  interests  threw  in  his  way,  sailed  in 
discovery  of  the  route,  by  which  the  treasures  of  India  were  to 
fiow  to  his  native  country.    The  success  which  attended  Vasco 
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%\e  Gama  in  this  expedition,  may  be  considered  as  the  foundation 
of  the  high  rank,  which  the  Portuguese  once  held  amongst  the 
maritime  and  commercial  nations  of  Europe.  The  track  round  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope  was  discovered  in  1498,  and  the  flag  of  Portu- 
gal was  planted  on  the  chores  of  India.  These  extraordinary  dis- 
coTeries  of  the  Portuguese,  and  the  flourishing  commerce  which 
they  had  established  in  the  Indian  seas,  engrossed  for  a  long  time 
the  spirit  and  jealousy  of  the  other  maritime  powers  of  Europe, 
and  particularly  stimulated  the  English  nation  to  obtain  a  par- 
ticipation in  the  apparently  inexhaustible  fountain  of  wealth, 
which  flowed  to  the  Portuguese  from  their  Indian  possessions. 
The  Portuguese  at  that  time  were  in  regard  to  the  Indian  trade, 
what  the  EInglish  now  are :  they  had  firmly  established  them- 
selves in  their  new  dependencies ;  they  considered  themselves 
as  being  the  discoverers  of  the  route  round  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
to  possess  an  exclusive  and  sovereign  right  to  all  the  benefits  and 
privileges  of  the  commerce,  belonging  to  all  the  countries 
within  a  given  latitude,  as  had  been  previously  the  case  with  the 
Spaniards.  A  bull  of  the  pope,  a  most  powerful  instrument  in 
those  days,  and  which  was,  doubtless,  purchased  by  some  portion 
of  the  wealth  acquired  in  their  commercial  enterprises,  invested 
the  Portuguese  with  the  sovereignty  of  their  new  possessions, 
and  there  was  not  a  maritime  power  in  Europe,  then  strong 
or  bold  enough,  to  dispute  their  dominion,  or  to  wrest  it  from 
them  by  the  usual  mode  of  warfare. 

It  is  curious  to  observe  how  intimately  connected  the  principal 
discoveries  are  to  each  other ;  although  apparently  dissimilar  in 
their  object ;  the  majority  of  them  springing  from  the  rival  spirit 
of  commerce,  and  finally  leading  to  the  annexation  of  f  ome  of 
the  richest  portions  of  the  globe,  to  the  European  governments. 
The  flourishing  state  of  the  Venetian  commerce  led  to  the 
discovery  by  the  Portuguese,  of  the  route  round  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  and  the  latter  discovery  first  suggested  to  the  Eng- 
lish, the  idea  of  attempting*  to  reach  China  and  India,  by  at 
least  one  half  of  the  distance,  and  this  was  to  be  achieved  by 
sailing  round  the  north  coast  of  America,  into  the  great  Pacific: 
and  so  confident  were  the  English  navigators  of  the  existence 
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of  such  a  passage,  that  it  was  only  thought  requisite,  to  equip 
a  ship»  in  everj  respect  able  to  weather  the  storms  and  dangers 
df  the  northern  latitudes,  in  order  to  wrest  from  the  Portuguese 
the  sovereignty  of  the  Indian  Commerce.  The  spirit  of  the 
English  merchants  was  aroused,  they  had  long  looked  upon  the 
commercial  greatness  of  Portugal  arising  from  her  Indian  possess- 
ions, with  an  eye  of  the  bitterest  jealousy,  and  therefore  with 
the  utmost  zeal  and  alacrity,  they  fell  into  any  scheme,  however 
wild  and  preposterous  it  might  be  in  its  general  outline,  however 
difficult  it  might  be  in  its  execution,  and  improbable  in  its  final 
accomplishment. 

The  greater  part  of  North  America  was  as  yet  undiscovered, 
but  the  existence  of  the  Pacific  had  been  established  by  the 
daring    spirit  of  Balboa,  who  with  a  chosen  band    of  hardy 
adventurers  had  crossed  the  Isthmus  of  Darien,  and  the  English 
navigators  thence  drew  the  conclusion,  that  the  Atlantic  and 
the  Pacific  communicated  with  each  other,  at  some  point  to  the 
northward;   consequently  the  only  problem  to  be  solved,  was., 
at  what  degree  of  latitude,  that  communication  was  to  be  fotmd. 
In  the  discovery  of  the  Pacific,  the  English  saw  a  most  important 
point  was  gained,  in  the  accomplishment  of  their  grand  object ; 
which  by  the  discovery  of  the  north  west  passage,  was  to  strike 
an  irrecoverable  blow,  at  the  Indian  commerce  of  the  Portuguese 
The  fountains  of  wealth   were  about  to  be  opened,  and  many 
plans  were  suggested,  one  after  the  other  of  which  was  relin- 
qnishad,  to  make  way  for  a  successor  equally  absurd,  and  which 
in  respect  to  a  successful  issue,  was  at  open  variance  with  all 
probability.     It  must  however  be  admitted,  in  exculpation  of 
oar  eatly  navigators,  that  they  had  difficulties  to  contend  against, 
and  obstacles  to  surmount,  which  foretold  a  positive  failure,  and 
which  in  themselves  were  sufficient  to  discourage,  and  daunt  the 
most  enterprising  spirit,  for  they  could  not  be  overcome  by 
nautical  skill,  nor  the  most  determined  courage  and  perseverance. 
A  very  small  portion  of  America  was  as  yet  known,  ana  it 
was  not  until  the  reign  of  Henry  VII.,  that  Newfoundland  was 
discovered,  then  considered  to  be  the  most  northern  pan  of 
America,  thereby  proving  that  all  the  expeditions  whicn  haa 
1  c 
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been  fitted  out,  from  the  time  of  Alfred  to  that  period,  had  been, 
as  far  as  the  north  west  passage  was  concerned,  fruitlessly  em- 
ployed, for  so  ignorant  were  the  navigators  at  that  time,  of  the 
true  geographica.  position  of  America,  or  of  its  uttermost  north- 
ern latitude,  that  it  was  in  the  attempt  to  discover  a  north  west 
passage,  that  the  Floridas  were  discovered,  thereby  showing 
how  far  distant  they  were  from  the  real  object  of  their  search. 

As  however,  the  English  were  the  first  to  undertake  the  perilous 
enterprise,  so  may  it  be  said,  that  if  the  north  west  passage  be 
ultimately  discovered,  the  honor  will  belong  to  Britain  only;  for 
this  country  appears  from  the  beginning,  to  have  stood  alone  in 
the  great  and  arduous  undertaking,  whilst  other  maritime  nations 
have  sluggishly  looked  on,  yielding  to  Britain  all  the  danger 
and  the  expense,  but  always  ready  to  seize  upon  any  advantage, 
which  might  accrue  from  the  discovery.  It  must  however  be 
confessed,  that  from  the  present  aspect  of  things,  no  very  strong 
temptation  is  held  forth  to  any  maritime  power  to  co-operate 
in  the  undertaking.  It  is  not  attended  by  any  particular  com- 
mercial advantages,  nor  accession  of  territory,  unless  a  desire  be 
manifested  to  compete  with  Russia,  in  the  empty  sovereignty  ot 
a  few  hundred  miles  of  snow  and  ice ;  it  possesses  no  mines  of 
wealth,  no  allurements  for  emigration,  no  natural  produce  worthy 
of  importation,  in  fine  there  is  scarcely  any  benefit  or  advantage 
attached  to  it,  either  nationally  or  individually.  Its  object  is  decj. 
dedly  scientific,  and  as  such  it  has  been  pursued  with  a  persever- 
ance and  a  spirit,  worthy  of  the  enlightened  nation,  by  which  it  has 
been  projected.  Navigation  may  reap  considerable  advantages 
from  it,  but  even  supposing  that  the  passage  were  effected,  it  is 
most  probable  that  a  century  might  elapse,  before  it  could  be 
again  accomplished,  on  account  of  the  unsettled  state  of  the  ice, 
forming  at  one  time  an  insurmountable  barrier,  and  at  another, 
leaving  the  ocean  perfectly  navigable.  Jn  former  times  however, 
the  undertaking  wore  a  very  different  aspect;  its  object  was 
purely  commercial ;  the  variation  of  the  needle  had  not  then 
even  attracted  the  attention  of  nautical  men ;  the  physical 
obstacles  to  the  success  of  the  undertaking  were  unknown,  an. 
its  ultimate  attainment  scarcely  a  ma  ter  of  doubt;  nor  was  it 
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ontil  frequent  failuroshad  taken  place,  that  the  suspicion  began  to 
be  entertained,  that  the  destruction  of  the  Portuguese  commerce, 
if  it  depended  upon  the  discovery  of  the  passage  from  the  Atlantic 
to  the  Pacific,  was  an  event  not  quite  so  near  at  hand,  as  was 
originally  surmised.  In  the  majority  of  the  failures,  however* 
the  want  of  success  was  not  attributed  to  the  actually  existing 
difficulties,  but  to  the  deficiency  of  skill  and  courage,  in  the 
individuals,  who  were  engaged  in  the  expedition.  Thus  every 
nautical  man,  who  had  ventured  beyond  the  sight  of  land,  con- 
sidered himself  more  competent  than  his  predecessor,  in  whom 
he  pretended  to  discover  a  great  want  of  nautical  skill,  and  an 
absence  of  all  the  other  qualifications,  which  were  necessary  to 
fit  him  for  so  important  an  undertaking.  It  became,  however, 
soon  his  own  fate  to  return  with  the  same  tale,  as  his  predecessor 
had  done  before  him,  and  in  his  turn  to  become  the  subject  of 
ridicule  and  disgrace. 

There  is  not  perhaps  any  country,  that  would  have  derived 
greater  advantag^es  from  the  discovery  of  the  north  west  passage, 
than  Russia ;  but  her  ambition  is  not  to  render  her  name  great 
and  glorious  in  the  annals  of  fame,   by  the   promotion  of  the 
interests  of  science,  or  the  addition  of  a  single  iota  to  the  stock 
of  human   knowledge.     Her   ambition  has  indeed  led  her  to 
establish  her  settlements,  on  the  north-eastern  coast  of  America, 
bat  did  it  ever  prompt  her  to  co-operate  with  Britain  in  the 
solution  of  the  great  geographical  problem,  by  fitting  out  an 
expedition  from  one  of  her  Kamschatka  ports,  and  by  penetrat- 
ing up  Behrings  Straits,  attempt  to  meet  the  English  navigators  t 
and  even,  if  the  flag  of  the  two  nations  did  not   actually  salute 
each  other  in  a  part  of  the  globe,  where  iio  flag  was  ever  iHifurled 
before,  still  the  question  might  have  been  set  at  rest,  in  what 
particular  latitude,  the  impenetrable  barrier,  if  any  such  exists 
is  to  be  found,  and  the  discovery  of  the  north  west  passage  be 
relinquished  for  ever  afterwards,  as  hopeless  and  unattainable. 
In  the  mean  time  the  strong  interest,  with  which  the  discovery 
of  the  north  west  passage  was  regarded  in  England,  had  excited 
the  alarm  of  the  Portuguese,  who  clearly  foresaw,  that  if  the 
passage  could  be  discovered,  the  most  lucrative  and  valuable 
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branch  of  their  commerce,  would  be  diverted  into  another  chaifr- 
nei,  and  into  one,  which  of  all  others  they  the  most  feared,  an 
from  the  energy,  perseverance,  talent,  nautical  skill,  and  com- 
parative opulence  of  the  English,  they  would  have  to  contend 
with  rivals  of  so  formidable  a  character,  that  the  result  scarcely 
remained  a  matter  of  speculation  or  doubt.  In  this  dilenuna, 
the  Portuguese  had  recourse  to  diplomacy  and  intrigue,  and  the 
triple  crowned  bigot  of  the  Vatican  was  applied  to,  to  see  that 
the  bull,  which  he  had  issued,  granting  the  sovereignty  of  the 
Indian  commerce  to  the  Portuguese,  should  be  religiously 
attended  to  by  all  true  catholics,  under  the  threat  of  excommu- 
nication, and  the  ban  of  the  Holy  Mother  Church  against  all, 
and  every  one,  who  by  any  open  or  secret  undertaking,  or  en- 
terprise, should  attempt  to  despoil  the  Portuguese  of  those 
exclusive  privileges,  which  the  legitimate  successor  of  St.  Peter 
had  granted  to  them. 

In  those  days,  the  ban  of  the  Holy  Mother  Church,  was  not 
looked  upon  as  so  great  a  torn-foolery,  as  many  are  inclined  to 
regard  it  at  the  present  period,  and  considering  the  degrading 
thraldom,  in  which  the  European  states  were  then  held  by  the 
papal  see,  it  might  naturally  have  been  expected,  that  the  most 
implicit  obedience  would  have  been  paid  to  the  mandate  of  his 
holiness ;  but  the  love  of  lucre,  conquered  over  the  threat  of  ex- 
communication, and  the  ban  of  the  church  kicked  the  beam,  when 
put  into  the  opposite  scale  with  the  golden  treasures  of  India.  A 
ship  was  privately  fitted  out  in  the  port  of  Falmouth,  avowedly  for 
prosecuting  some  commercial  undertaking  in  the  newly  dis- 
covered country  of  America,  but  the  real  aim  was  ta  discover  if 
any  communication  existed  between  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific, 
The  command  of  the  vessel,  was  entrusted  to  a  person  of  the 
name  of  Manson,  who  had  distinguished  himself  as  the  captain 
of  a  Venetian  trader  in  the  Mediterranean,  and  from  whose 
skill  and  intrepidity,  the  most  favourable  results  were  to  be 
expected. 

In  those  days,  a  priest  was  as  inseparable  a  part  of  the  lading 
of  a  ship,  as  an  anchor  or  a  cable ;  but  Manson  either  from  a 
secret  conviction  that  a  priest,  under  the  peculiar  circumstances 
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in  which  he  was  then  placed,  acting  as  he  was  in  defiance  of 
an  express  mandate,  issued  by  the  head  of  the  church,  might 
instead  of  being  an  advantage,  turn  out  to  be  a  decided  incum- 
brance, and  ultimately  prove  the  instrument  of  defeating  the 
object  of  the  expedition,  from  the  well  known  influence,  which 
**the  holy  father"  always  exercised  over  the  crew  of  a  ship, 
forebore  to  enlist  one  in  his  train,  and  it  will  soon  appear  that 
what  he  considered  an  act  of  caution  and  of  prudence,  proved 
the  cause  of  his  ruin  and  discomfiture. 

The  ship  had  not  sailed  many  days  from  her  port,  when  she 
encountered  a  violent  storm  in  the  chops  of  the  channel,  which 
greatly  disabled  her,  but  Manson  determined  to  keep  the  sea, 
encouraged  by  the  prospect  of  the  golden  harvest,  which 
awaited  him  on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic.  Unfortunately 
however  for  him,  and  the  enterprising  projectors  of  the  ex- 
pedition, the  crew  being  all  rigid  catholics,  were  deeply 
immersed  in  superstition  and  bigotry )  they  saw  in  the  storm 
which  raged  around  them,  a  manifest  declaration  of  the  dis- 
pleasure of  the  Almighty ;  in  every  crack  of  the  masts,  they 
thought  they  heard  the  voice  of  the  holy  father  of  the  church, 
denouncing  the  terrors  of  his  unappeasable  vengeance  on  their 
tecreant  heads,  on  account  of  their  disobedience  to  his  mandate ; 
no  priest  was  on  board,  to  quell  the  tumult  and  agitation  of  their 
alarmed  souls ;  to  hear  from  their  trembling  lips,  the  confession 
of  their  heinous  transgression^  and  to  give  them  absolution  from 
its  consequences ;  even  the  very  absence  of  ''  a  holy  father,"  was 
to  them  an  all  convincing  proof,  that  they  were  doomed  to 
destruction,  for  had  only  one  been  on  board,  for  his  sake  only, 
would  the  ship  be  spared  from  visiting  the  bottom  of  the  ocean. 

In  this  excess  of  their  fear,  for  the  destruction  which  impended 
over  them  in  this  world  and  the  horrors  of  the  pmgatory  which 
awaited  them  in  the  next,  they  made  a  vow,  that  should  their 
lives  be  spared,  they  would  force  their  captain  to  navigate  the 
vessel  to  the  first  port  which  they  could  make  in  Italy ;  from 
which  they  would  go  bare-footed  to  Rome,  and  there  subject 
themselves,  to  whatever  penance  might  be  imposed  upon  them, 
f^r  the  terrible  sins  which  they  had  committed.     The  storm 
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ceased,  whioh  was  attributed  to  the  vow  which  they  bad  takeir^ 
and  they  began  to  make  immediate  preparation  for  the  rigid 
performance  of  it.     Manson  true  to  his  trust,  expostulated  with 
his  crew>  on  the  follj  of  their  proceedings;  he  held  before  them 
a  dazzling  picture  of  the  wealth,  which  awaited  them  on  the 
shores  of  America ;  of  the  honor  which  would  be  attached  to 
their  name,  in  having  been  the  first,  who  sailed  from  the  Atlantic 
into  the  Pacific ;  he  spoke  in  the  most  eloquent  terms,  of  the- 
transcendent  beauty  of  the  American  women,  who  were  panting 
to  receive  such  gallant  fellows  within  their  arms;  and  then  he 
broke  forth  into   exuberant  praises  of  the  lusciousness  of  the 
American  wine,  which  was  to  be  handed  to  them  in  golden 
goblets  by  "  the  iajrest  of  the  &ir" — but  what  were  riches, 
honor,  fame,  women,  or  wine,  to  the  senseless  bigota !  they  had 
a  vow  registered  in  heaven,  the  saints  above  had  witnessed  it, 
and  no  earthly  power,  therefore,  could  absolve  them  from  the 
performance  of  it.    Manson  saw  that  it  was  in  vain  to  c<mtend 
against  such  a  combination  of  ignorance  and  superstition,  «nd 
therefore  wisely  appeared  to  &11  into  the  designi  of  his  crew ; 
being  well  acquainted  with  the  cosmography  of  the  Mediterra- 
nean, he  declared  that  little  doubt  rested  on  his  mind,  of  hi» 
ability  to  navigate  the  vessel  to  some  Italian  port,  where  the 
mummery  of  the  performance  of  their  vow  might  commence. 
Taking  however,  advantage  of  the  total  absence  of  all  geogm« 
phical  knowledge  on  the  part  of  his  crew,  he   sailed  up  the 
Garonne,  persuading  them  that  they  were  in  sight  of  the  Italian 
shores,  and  on  arriving  at  Bourdeaux,  he  had  the  whole  lit  them 
taken  prisoners,  as  a  band  of  mutineers;  but  not  judging  it  safe 
to  remain  in  a  port,  where  as  soon  as  the  real  circum^lanees  of 
the  case  transpired,  he  might  be  made  to  change  situations  with 
the  prisoners;  he  collected  the  best  crew  he  could,  and  returned 
safely  to  England,  discomfited,  but  not  wholly  discouraged  from 
undertaking  another  voyage,  at  some  more  auspicious  period. 
Manson  was  a  distant  relation  of  the  celebrated  Jane  Shore, 
by  the  mothers  side,  and  although  she  might  have  lost  all  influ- 
ence over  Henry  VII.,  as  far  as  regarded  her  personal  attractions, 
yet  under  no  circumstances  was  it  found  difficult  to  obtain  ao- 
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to  that  monarch,  when  the  reoommendation  of  any  project 
was  to  be  enforced,  which  had  the  most  remote  tendency  to 
satisiy  his  ruling  passion  of  avarice.  There  is  not,  certainly,  any 
document  existing  to  show  that  she,  who  was  at  one  time  the 
*' wittiest  harlot"  who  shared  the  royal  bed  of  Edward  IV.,  had 
in  any  manner  attempted  to  exercise  her  influence  over  his  suc- 
c?e88or,  in  iavur  of  her  relative;  nor  can  it  be  ascertained  that 
Henry  VII.,  sanctioned  in  any  degree,  the  expedition  of  Manson. 
We  are  therefore  left  to  the  conjecture,  that  the  voyage  was  pro- 
jected, at  the  sole  risk  and  expence  of  private  merchants ;  but  on 
the  other  hand,  there  is  mention  made  of  one  Thomas  Manson,  ''a 
seaiaringe  manne,'"  who  found  great  favor  in  the  eyes  of  Elizabeth, 
the  queen. consort  of  Henry,  and  therefore  we  may  in  some  de- 
gree be  warranted  in  drawing  the  conclusion,  that  her  interest 
and  power,  although  extremely  limited  over  her  sovereign,  might 
have  been  exercised  in  favor  of  Manson,  although  it  could  not  be 
expected,  that  it  would  have  been  called  into  action,  from  any 
disposition  to  befriend  the  discarded  Jane  Shore,  or  any  of  her 
relations.  It  was  however  sufficient  to  submit  to  the  considera- 
ti4in  of  Henry  VII.,  any  project,  the  ultimate  aim  of  which  was 
to  fill  his  coflTers,  in  order  to  ensure  his  royal  patronage  and 
co-operation;  and  viewed  from  this  point,  certainly  no  scheme 
was  more  likely  to  effect  that  end,  than  the  promotion  of  the 
discovery  of  foreign  countries,  which  had  already  given  to  the 
king  of  Spain,,  the  character  of  the  richest  monarch  of  the  world. 
It  has  been  considered  by  the  majority  of  writers,  that  Sebas- 
tian Cabot,  the  VenetiA,  was  the  first  navigator,  who  projected 
the  discovery  of  the  north  west  passage ;  the  fame,  however,  of 
his  having  been  the  first  projector  of  that  undertaking,  stands 
on  very  dubious  grounds.  Cabot  arrived  in  England,  and  took 
up  his  lesidenoe  at  Bristol,  with  the  strong  recommendation  of 
his  having  accompanied  Columbus  on  his  first  expedition,  and 
as  fiir  as  his  own  report  was  to  be  credited,  he  was  one  of  the  most 
skilful  mariners  of  that  period.  He  clearly  saw  the  many,  and 
almost  insuperable  obstacles,  which  stood  in  the  way  of  the 
detection  of  the  truth  or  falsehood  of  any  of  the  reports,  which 
he  might  make  relative  to  the  voyage  of  Columbus,  and  there* 
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fore,  he  might  launch  forth  into  the  most  hyperbolical  account 
of  the  miracles  which  he  had  {not)8eeni  and  of  the  extraordinary 
instances  of  the  consummate  skill  and  courage,  which  he  had  on 
many  occasions  displayed ;  for  it  was  not  very  probable,  from  the 
restricted  intercourse,  which  then  existed  between  the  different 
states  of  Europe,  that,  any  one  should  suddenly  appear  in  England, 
who  could  prove  him  to  be  an  impostor,  and  who  could  show 
that  so  far  from  his  having  been  the  companion  of  Columbus,  he 
had  never  crossed  the  Atlantic  in  any  of  the  voyages,  which  he 
so  minutely  and  so  ostentatiously  described.  There  is  little 
doubt,  that  Cabot  was  stimulated  by  the  example  of  Columbus, 
and  falling  into  the  society  of  some  Bristol  merchants,  whose 
imagmation  he  inflamed  with  the  most  glowing  images  of  the 
transatlantic  riches,  the  project  was  laid  before  the  Privy  Coun- 
cil, and  letters  patent,  dated  the  5th  March,  were  granted  by 
king  Henry  VII.  to  Sebastian  Cabot,  and  his  three  sons,  Louis, 
Sebastian,  and  Sancius.  the  conditions  of  which  ran,  that  they 
were  to  "  conquer  and  -o  settle  lands  unknown.  The  geogra* 
phical  position  of  America  was  then  scarcely  Known,  and  its 
uttermost  northern  latitude,  a  problem  as  yet  unattempted  to  be 
solved;  the  maritime  enterprises  of  the  English  and  the  French, 
had  been  hitherto  chiefly  confined  to  those  latitudes,  which  in- 
cluded the  Spanish  discoveries,  and  where  it  was  to  be  more  ra- 
tionally expected  that  an  accession  of  territory  could  be  obtained, 
and  those  settlements  established,  which  might  ultimately 
be  taken  under  the  protection  of  the  respective  governments, 
and  thereby  become  the  channels  of  an^xtensive  and  lucrative 
commerce. 

The  daring  conduct,  however  of  these  adventurers,  excited  the 
animosity  of  the  court  of  Spain,  who  made  a  formal  complaint 
to  the  different  governments  of  Europe,  of  which  the  adventurers 
in  these  expeditions  were  the  natural  subjects ;  but  the  general 
answer  received  was,  that  the  men  against  whom  they  com- 
plained, acted  entirely  on  their  own  authority  and  responsibility, 
and  not  as  the  subjects  of  any  prince,  and  that  the  king  of  Spain 
was  at  liberty  to  proceed  against  them  according  to  his  pleasure. 
We  shall  shortly  see  the  spirited  answer,  which  Elizabeth  gave  to 
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asimilar  remonstrance  on  the  part  of  Spain,  and  ^hicn  by  openly 
setting  at  defiance  the  church  of  Rome,  and  its  pretended  right  to 
dispose  of  countries  not  yet  discovered,  infused  a  spirit  of  enter- 
prise into  the  mariners  of  this  country,  which  was  attended 
with  the  most  beneficial  results  to  its  commerce,  and  to  the 
promotion  of  its  maritime  power. 

Cabot  arrived  in  England  at  a  period  highly  propitious  for 
the  undertaking  which  he  had  in  view ;  the  expedition  under 
Manson  had  &iled,  but  without  any  reference  to  the  great  object 
for  which  it  was  undertaken,  as  an  impediment  had  been  thrown 
in  his  way  which  could  not  be  overcome.  The  English  naviga- 
tors however,  regarded  the  appointment  of  Cabot,  with  great 
jeaiousy  and  distrust,  and  a  memorial  was  presented  to  Henry  VII 
praying  him,  to  bestow  the  command  upon  one  of  his  own  sub- 
jects; but  the  wily  inonarch  answered,  that,  as  the  Bristol  mer- 
chants had  projected  the  expedition,  he  had  at  their  solicitation 
granted  bis  letters  patent  to  Cabot,  and  therefore  they  could  not 
then  be  revoked. 

It  is  by  no  means  unworthy  of  observation,  that  although 
Cabot  was  actually  in  the  service  of  Henry  VH.,  and  sailing  on 
a  voyage  of  discovery,  under  letters  patent,  granted  by  that 
monarch;  yet  according  to  Ramusio,  he  gave  the  fullest  infor- 
mation of  his  proceedings  to  the  pope's  legate  in  Spain,  which 
under  the  then  existing  circumstances  between  the  two  coun- 
tries, not  only  politically  but  commercially,  appears  not  very 
&voarably  tot  he  character  of  Cabot.  According  to  the  above 
mentioned  historian,  Cabot  is  made  to  say  to  the  pope^s  legate, 
that "  understanding,  by  reason  of  the  sphere,  that  if  he  should 
sail  by  way  of  north  west,  he  should  by  a  shorter  track  come 
into  India«  he  thereupon  caused  the  king  to  be  advertised 
of  his  device,  who  immediately  commanded  two  Caravels,  to 
be  liimished  with  all  things  appertayning  to  the  voyage, 
which  was  as  farre  as  he  remembered  in  the  year  1496,  in  the 
beginning  of  summer;  he  began  therefore  to  sail  towards  the 
north  west,  not  thinking  to  find  any  other  land  than  that  of 
Cathav,  and  from  thence  to  turn  towards  India,  hut  after  certaiue 
days,  ho  found  that  the  land  ran  towards  the  north,  which  was 

1  D 
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to  him  a  ^reat  displeasure.  Nevertheless  say  ling*  along  tne  coa«l 
to  see  if  he  coald  find  any  gulf  that  turaed,  he  found  the  land 
still  continued  to  the  S6th  degree  under  our  pole.  And  seeing 
that  there  the  coast  turned  to  the  east,  despairing  to  find  a  pas- 
sage, he  turned  back  again,  and  sayled  downe  by  the  coast  of 
that  land  towards  the  equinoctiall  (werewith  intent  to  find  the 
said  passage  to  India,)  and  come  to  that  part  of  this  firm  land 
which  is  now  called  Florida.'^ 

It  may  be  gathered  from  the  course  which  Cabot  pursued  that 
he  entertained  some  remote  suspicion  as  to  where  the  communi- 
cation of  the  Atlantic  with  the  Pacific  was  to  be  sought  for» 
but  technically  considered,  a  north  west  passage  by  the  Arctic 
Regions,  as  it  is  now  spoken  of,  was  far  beyond  the  imagination 
of  any  of  the  chief  navigators  of  those  days ;  they  were  as  igno- 
rant of  the  geographical  position  and  extent  of  the  country 
which  is  now  denominated  North  America,  as  they  were  of  the 
passage  round  Cape  Horn,  and  consequently  they  were  conti- 
nually seeking  for  the  communication  between  the  two  oceans, 
in  those  latitudes  from  which,  they  were  certain  to  return  with 
disappointmmit  and  discomfiture. 

Cabot  pursued  his  course  directly  towards  the  north  west, 
and  the  first  land  which  he  discovered  was  that  of  Newfound* 
land,  to  which  he  gave  the  name  of  Prima  Vista  ;  this  took 
place  in  the  year  1496,  and  from  one  particular  circumstance, 
we  are  led  to  infer  that  he  touched  at  the  northernmost  part  of 
that  Island,  which  is  only  separated  from  Labrador,  by  the 
narrow  straits  of  Belleisle.  The  circumstance  alluded  to  is, 
that  he  brought  home  with  him  three  Esquimaux,  answering 
in  every  respect  to  the  Esquimaux  of  the  present  day,  and  who 
had  then  one  of  their  chief  settlements  on  the  eastern  coast  of 
Labrador,  which  may  be  calculated  nearly  about  2^  from  the 
northernmost  point  of  Newfoundland.  These  savages,  be  says, 
<<  was  clothed  in  beastes  skins,  and  did  eat  raw  flesh,  and  spake 
such  speech,  that  no  man  could  understand  them,  and  in  their 
demeanour  were  like  to  brute  beasts,  whom  the  king  kept  a 

time  after. 
It  is  however  evident  that  Cabot  was  grossly  ignorant  of  the 
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quarter  where  the  coinmunication  was  to  be  looked  for^for  instoad 
of  porsuing  bis  course  northwards,  and  thereby  attempting  to 
ascertain  the  extreme  northernmost  point  of  America,  round 
which  ho  might  have  sailed  into  the  Pacific,  he  directed  his 
coufse  southwards,  and  in  1497,  he  discovered  the  country  now 
known  by  the  name  of  the  Floridas.  The  cunning  Venetian 
also  discovered  that  ho  very  great  sources  of  wealth  were  to  be 
foond  in  the  inhospitable  clime,  and  dense  fogs  of  Newfoundland ; 
and  aitlfough  it  seemed  not  to  be  a  matter  of  any  great  difficulty 
so  puuetnally  to  fulfil  one  part  of  his  instructions,  namely,  "  to 
cunquer"'  his  newly  discovered  territory^  seeing  that  there  were 
very  few  natives  to  dispute  his  right  of  conquest,  yet  on  tl^e 
other  hand,  he  felt  no  disposition  to  follow  the  other  part  of  his 
instructions,  **  to  settle  lands  unknown ;"  for  he  looked  upon 
his  newly  discovered  country,  as  almost  upon  the  -verge  of  ctca- 
tion,  and  only  fit  for  the  residence  of  wild  beasts,  and  human 
savages.  The  wigwam  of  the  Esquimaux  presented  a  sorry  con- 
trast with  the  palaces  and  temples  of  the  Mexicans^  glittering 
with  their  burnished  gold,  which  had  so  enraptured  the  eyes  of 
the  crew  of  Columbus,  and  cod  fish  and  seal  skins  were  a  poor 
fiubetitute  for  the  pearls  and  diamonds,  which  glistened  iti  the 
liabiliments  of  the  Peruvians.  Wealth,  and  not  discoveries,  was 
the  chief  aim  of  the  Venetian,  and  having  satisfied  his  cupidity 
by  trafficing  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexica,  he  returned  to  England,  with 
as  little  knowledge  of  the  existence  of  a  communication  between 
the  two  oceans  as  at  his  departure. 

In  regard  to  the  discovery  of  Newfoundland,  as  claimed  by 
Cabot,  it  is  almost  certain  that  the  honour  of  that  discovery  does 
not  belong  to  him,  for  there  is  little  reason  to  doubt,  that  New- 
foundland had  been  discovered  by  a  Portuguese  navigator,  long 
before  the  time  of  Cabot;  and  this  &ct  being  authentically 
established,  the  great  fame  awarded  to  Cabot  for  his  northern 
discoveries,  appears  to  have  been  undeservedly  bestowed.  As 
early  as  the  year  1468,  being  83  years  before  the  expedition  of 
Cabot,  John  Vaz  Costa  Cortereal,  a  gentleman  of  the  royal 
hoQaehoId  of  Alphonso  V.,  had  by  oider  of  that  monarch,  ex- 
pired the  North  Seas,  and  discovered  the  Terra  de  Baccalkao$ 
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or  land  of  codfish,  which  was  afterwards  called  Newfoundland 
The  lucrative  commerce,  which  was  attached  to  the  inexhaustible 
fisheries  of  the  Newfoundland  banks,  had  attracted  the  early 
notice  of  the  Portuguese,  and  there  is  even  reason  to  suppose 
that  they  had  established  settlements  there,  at  the  close  of  the 
fifteenth  century.  It  cannot  however  be  disputed,  that  a  spirit 
of  enterprise  existed  amongst  the  Portuguese  at  that  time,  which 
was  not  to  be  found  in  any  other  European  nation ;  for  in  the 
majority  of  instances  we  find,  that  the  English  navigatt>rs  were 
deterred  from  the  prosecution  of  their  discoveries,  by  circum- 
stances of  so  trivial  and  common  a  nature,  that  the  veriest  lubber 
i»f  the  present  day,  would  not  deem  them  worthy  of  his  notice. 

If  we  compare  the  voyages  of  the  Portuguese  at  the  close  of 
the  fifteenth  century,  with  those  of  the  English,  even  at  the  close 
of  the  sixteenth,  how  striking  the  difference  appears,  as  will  be 
evinced  by  the  following  enterprise. — In  the  year  1600,  Gaspar, 
the  son  of  the  before  mentioned  John  Cortereal,  sailed  from 
Lisbon,  and  taking  a  northerly  course  from  the  Azores^  dis- 
covered land  in  60°  north,  to  which  he  gave  the  name  of  Terra 
P'erde,  that  is  Greenland. 

According  to  his  own  account,  he  employed  nearly  a  year  in 
this  voyage,  during  which  time,  he  had  discovered  between  west 
and  north-west,  a  continent,  which  had  never  been  visited  by  any 
former  navigator.  He  calculates  that  he  sailed  coast-wise  above 
800  miles ;  but  his  further  progress  was  impeded  by  mountains  of 
ice.  which  so  encumbered  the  sea,  that  his  ship  was  in  danger 
of  being  embedded.  The  continent  aHuded  to  by  Cortereal,  is 
evidently  that  which  is  now  known  by  the  name  of  Labrador, 
and  to  which  the  name  of  Corterealis,  was  given  by  the  early 
geographical  writers. 

In  order  to  substantiate  the  truth  of  our  former  remarks,  relative 
to  the  comparative  courage  and  perseverance,  evinced  by  the 
Portuguese  and  English  navigators  in  their  early  voyages ;  we 
have  only  to  confront  the  voyages  of  Gaspar  Cortereal,  with  that 
of  John  Davis,  which  was  undertaken  to  the  same  latitude, 
above  a  century  afterwards.  The  former  navigator  spent  nearly 
a  year  in  the  prosecution  of  his  discoveries,  and  his  progress  was 
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ultimately  impeded,  b^  those  physical  objects  which  he  could 
not  oTercome:  Davis  sails  to  the  same  latitudes,  and  fur  the  same 
purpose  of  discoTerv  ;  he  sails  in  the  most  beautiful  season  of  the 
year*  spends  rather  more  than  two  months  in  the  prosecution  of 
his  discoTeries ;  is  intimidated  by  a  thick  mist  ^ud  adverse  ivinds^ 
and  returns  to  England. 

The  discovery  of  the  north  west  passage,  however  appears  to 
have  been  the  fitvorite  object  of  Caspar  Cortereal,  and  encouraged 
by  the  discoveries,  which  ho  had  made  on  his  former  expedition, 
he  obtained  without  any  difficulty  the  consent  of.Alphonso,  to 
undertake  another  voyage,  and  he  accordingly  sailed  from  Lisbon 
in  May  ISOl.  A  violent  storm  overtook  his  ships  off  the  coast 
of  Greenland,  which  obliged  them  to  separate;  one  of  them 
directed  its  course  homewards,  but  that  on  which  Cortereal  was 
on  board,  was  never  more  heard  of. 

On  the  following  year  Michael  Cortereal,  sailed  with  three 
vessels  in  search  of  his  brother;  two  of  the  three  returned,  but 
Michael  perished,  no  tidings  ever  having  been  received  of  him. 
Notwithstanding  the  encouragement  which  had  been  given  to 
Cabot,  and  his  gasconading  account  of  the  great  discoveries 
which  he  had  accomplished,  accompanied  with  the  display  of 
the  wealth  which  he  had  amassed,  the  spirit  of  discovery  at 
the  commencement  of  the « sixteenth  century  appears  to  have 
languished,  or  which  is  more  probable,  the  feeble  efforts  of 
the  former  navigators  were  not  crowned  with  that  brilliant 
success,  which  was  sufficient  to  attract  the  attention  either  of  the 
government  of  the  country,  or  of  those  private  individuals,  whose 
enterprising  spirit  might  have  led  them  to  embark  in  such  spe- 
culative expeditions.  The  first  enterprise  undertaken  solely  by 
Englishmen,  to  discover  the  north  west  pas  age,  was  suggested 
by  Mr.  Robert  Thome,  an  opulent  merchant  of  Bristol,  who  had 
long  resided  at  Seville,  and  who  had  imbibed  perhaps  in  Spain 
the  spirit  of  geographical  discovery.  Hakluythas  preserved  two 
papers  on  this  subject,  addressed  by  Robert  Thorne,  one  to  king 
Henry  VIII.,  and  the  other  to  Dr.  Ley,  the  king  s  ambassador  to 
Charles  V.  In  the  first,  he  exhorts  king  Henry  "  with  very 
weighty  and  substantial  reasons  to  set  forth  a  discovorio  even  to 
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the  North  Pole/'  aud  he  continues,  "  I  know  it  to  be  my  bounden 
duty  to  manifest  the  secret  to  your  grace,  which  hitherto,  I  sup- 
pose has  been  hid/'  He  represents  in  the  strongest  terms  the 
great  glory  and  the  vast  riches,  which  the  kings .  of  Spain  and 
Portugal  had  acquired  by  their  discoveries  in  the  East  and  West 
Indies,  and  strenuously  recommends  the  king  to  emulate  their 
fame  by  undertaking  discoveries  towards  the  north.  He  states  in 
a  very  masterly  manner  the  high  reputation  that  must  attend  the 
attempt,  and  the  great  benefits,  in  regard  to  the  extension  of  com- 
merce, likely  to  accrue  to  the  subjects  of  this  country,  from  the 
advantageous  situation  of  foreign  lands,  should  the  undertaking 
be  crowned  with  sucoescf ;  which,  "  he  quaintly  observes/^  seems 
to  make  the  exploring  this,  the  only  hitherto  undiscovered  part* 
the  king  8  peculiar  duty/' 

Thorne  was  fiilly  aware  that  the  great  danger  attending  thp 
expedition,  might  be  urged  as  a  very  cogent  argument  against 
it ;  and  therefore  to  meet  that  objection,  he,  although  astronomi- 
cally iucorieot,  enlarges  upon  "  the  great  advantages  of  constant 
daylight  in  seas ;  that  men  say,  without  great  danger,  difficulty 
and  peril,  yea,  rather,  that  it  is  impossible  to  pass;   for  they 
being  past    this  lUile   way  which  they  named  so  dangerous 
which  may  be  two  or  three  leagues  before  they  come  to  the  pole 
and  as  much  iiaore  after  they  pass  the  pole,  it  is  clear  from  thence- 
fiurth  the  seas  and  lands  are  as  temperate  as  in  these  parts."' 

It  is  evident,  that  the  worthy  Bristol  merchant  may  be  classed 
amongst  those  enthusiasts,  who,  in  the  prosecution  of  any  favorite 
project,  turn  away  from  an  examination  of  the  obstacles  and  diffi- 
culties, which  present  themselves  in  every  quarter  to  frustrate  the 
aecomplishmeal  of  it,  and  in  the  present  instance  Mr.  Thorne 
expectedthat  the  elements  would,  with  becoming  indulgence 
H  lax  in  their  natural  severity,  and  enter  into  an  alliance  with 
him,  by  which  the  success  of  the  undertaking  could  be  insured. 
Thus  in  the  pi^per  addressed  to  Dr.  Ley,  he  enters  minutely 
into  the  advantages  and  practicability  of  the  undertaking,  all  of 
which  are  very  ably  and  circumstantially  exposed,  leaving 
untouched,  however,  the  many  contigencies  by  which  it  was  roost 
likely  to  be  defeated.  Amongst  many  other  arguments  to  prove 
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the  value  of  the  discoTery,  he  urges  that  by  sailing  noHhwftrd, 
aad  passing  the  Pole,  the  tiaTigatioft  frofll  Ekigland  to  the  Spice 
Islands  woald  be  shorter  by  more  than  two  thouslLnd  leagues,  than 
either  from  Spain  by  the  Straiu  of  Magellan,  (tb^  navigation  of 
which  however  was  very  little  known,  as  they  had  been  only 
discovered  a  few  months  before  Thome  memorialized  the  king,)  or 
Portugal  by  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  further  to  shew  the  like- 
lihood of  success  in  the  enterprise,  he  says,  it  is  as  probable,  that 
the  cosmographers  should  be  mistaken  in  the  opinion  they  enter- 
tain of  the  Polar  Regions  being  impassable  from  extreme  cold,  as 
it  has  been  found,  they  were,  in  supposing  the  countries  under  the 
line,  to  be  uninhabitable  from  excessive  heat.  With  all  the  spirit 
of  the  confirmed  enthusiast,  convinced  of  the  glory  to  be  gained, 
and  the  probability  of  success  in  the  undertaking,  he  adds  ;  <'  God 
knoweth,  that  though  by  it  I  should  have  no  great  interest,  yet  I 
have  had,  and  still  have  no  little  mind  of  this  bosiness,  so  that 
if  I  had  faculty  to  my  will,  it  sfaoHld  be  the  firtft  thing  that  I 
would  understand,  even  to  attempt,  if  our  seas  notlhwaird  be 
navigable  to  the  Pole  or  no/' 

The  uxorious  Henry  was  at  first  too  nmch  occupied  with 
Wolsey,  women,  and  wine,  to  pay  any  attention  tothettoembriiil 
of  the  Bristol  merchant ;  at  length,  however  a  voyage  was  deter- 
mined Hpon,  ''  and  two  fair  ships  were  equipped,  well  manned 
and  victualled,  having  in  them  divers  cunning  fhen  to  seek 
strange  regions,  and  so  they  set  forth  out  of  the  Thames,  the 
20th  day  of  May,  in  the  nineteenth  year  of  his  reign,  which  ' 
was  the  year  of  our  Lord  ISll."^  All  that  we  know  of  the  result 
of  this  voyage,  is,  that  one  of  the  ships  Was  cast  awajr  on  the 
north  of  Newfoundland,  and  no  record  remains  of  what  became 
of  the  other. 

In  1536  another  voyage  of  discovery  to  the  north<^west  parts 
of  America,  was  projected  by  Master  Hore  of  London,  ''a  man 
of  goodly  stature  and  of  great  courage,  and  given  to  the  studie 
of  cosmographies*  It  is  remarkable  that  of  120  persons  who 
accompanied  him,  thirty  were  gentlemen  of  the  Inns  of  Court 
and  Chancery  ;  whence  it  may  be  concluded,  that  the  pursuit  of 
science  and  gratification  of  a  Uudable  curiosity  were  the  objects 
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of  tfiis  voyage,  rather  than  mercantile  speculations.  On  this 
subject,  we  may  perhaps  be  allowed  to  express  our  sincere  wish, 
that  there  were  a  few  more  Master  Hore's  in  London,  *'  given  to 
tha  studie  of  cosmographie,'*  and  who  would  transport  "  to  the 
stranj^e  regions,"  a  few  hundreds  of  the  present  gentlemen  of 
the  Inns  of  Court  and  of  Chancery ;  by  which  act  a  most  essential 
benefit  would  be  conferred  upon  the  country. 

This  enterprise  of  Hore  had  a  most  calamitous  termination, 
unworthy  the  disinterested  motives  that  gave  birth  to  it,  and  in 
some  respects,  a  severe  reproach  upon  those  engaged  in  it.  On 
their  arrival  in  Newfoundland,  they  suffered  so  much  from 
famine,  that  they  were  driven  to  the  horrible  expedient  of 
,  cannibalism.  While  gathering  roots  in  the  woods  for  their 
subsistence,  some  were  treacherously  murdered,  and  devoured  by 
their  companions.  The  captain  on  hearing  of  the  circumstance, 
endeavoured  to  bring  back  the  crew  to  a  sense  of  their  duty,  and 
to  teach  them  resignation,  by  keeping  alive  their  hopes;  but  the 
famine  increased,  and  they  were  driven  to  the  necessity  of  casting 
lots  who  should  perish.  The  same  night,  a  French  ship  arrived 
OA  the  coasts  and  the  EInglish  by  a  stratagem  with  which  we  are 
not  made  acquainted,  contrived  to  make  themselves  masters  of 
the  vessel,  and  returned  home.  The  Frenchmen  were  afterwards 
liberally  indenmified  by  Henry  VIII.,  who  pardoned  the  violence, 
to  which  necessity  had  impelled  the  English  adventurers. 

In  the  reign  of  Edward  VI.  1553,  an  expedition  of  three  ships 
sailed  under  the  command  of  Sir  H.  Willoughby,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  making  discoveries  in  the  northern  latitudes.  Two  of 
the  ships  advanced  to  76©  north,  where  they  discovered  the  group 
of  Islands,  now  known  as  Spitzbergen,  but  which  was  then 
supposed  to  be  a  part  of  Greenland.  They  prosecuted  their 
voyage  to  the  eastward,  when  they  were  shut  up  in  the  iee,  JEUid 
Sir  H.  Willoughby  and  the  crew,  consisting  of  sixty  persons, 
perished  miserably  of  cold  and  hunger  on  the  eastern  coast  of 
Russian  Lapland.  The  remaining  vessel  passed  the  north  Cape 
to  the  eastward,  and  got  safely  to  the  Bay  of  St.  Nicholas,  on 
the  Russian  coast,  being  the  first  British  vessel  which  had  en* 
tered  those  latitudes. 
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Tlie  ships  and  the  dead  bodies  of  those  who  perished,  were  dis- 
covered the  following  year  by  some  Russia;!!  fishermen,  and  from 
the  papers  found  in  the  admiral's  ship^  and  especially  by  the  date 
of  his  will,  it  appeared  that  the  greater  portion  of  the  crew  of 
the  two  ships  were  alive  in  January  1554|  having  entered  the 
river  Arzina  on  the  18th  of  the  preceding  September.  The  jour- 
nal of  Sir  Hugh  Willoughby,.  which,  however,  is  extremely 
mettgre  of  information  relative  to  the  object  of  his  expedition, 
oontains  the  following  brief  account  of  his  distressed  situation. 

"  Thus  remaining  in  this  haven  the  space  of  a  weeke,  seeing 
the  yeere  &rre  spent,  and  also  very  evill  wetberj  as  frosty  snowe, 
and  haile,  as  though  it  had  been  the  deepe  of  winter,  we  thought 
it  best  to  winter  there*  Wherefore  we  sent  out  three  men, 
•oath  south  west,  to  search  if  they  could  find  people,  who  went 
^ree  dayes  journey,  but  could  find  none.  After  that  we  sent 
out  other  three  westward,  four  dayes  journey,  which  also  returned 
without  finding  any  people.  Then  sent  we  three  men  south 
east,  three  dayes  journey,  who  inlike  sorte  returned  without 
finding  of  people,  or  any  similitude  of  habitation.'' 

In  1566,  another  unsuccesful  attempt  was  made  by  Capt.  S.  Bur- 
row, which  was  attended  with  a  great  sacrifice  of  life,  without 
the  slightest  advantage  arising  from  it. 

In  the  reign  of  Edward  VI.,  some  ingenious  and  enterprising 
men,  began  to  revive  the  dormant  question  of  a  north  west  pas- 
sage round  America,  to  Cathay,  and  the  East  Indies.  Many 
sound  observations,  and  not  a  few  questionable,  or  even  fabulous 
relations  were  adduced,  to  countenance  the  opinion  of  the  possi- 
bility of  such  a  passage.  Martin  Frobisher,  a  mariner  of  great 
experience  and  ability  had  persuaded  himself,  that  the  voyage 
was  not  only  feasible  but  of  easy  execution ;  "  and  as  it  was  the 
only  thing  in  the  world  that  was  left  yet  undone,  whereby  a 
notable  mind  might  be  made  famous  and  fortunate;''  be  per- 
sisted for  fifteen  years  in  endeavouring  to  procure  the  equipment 
of  the  expedition. 

At  length  in  1576,  by  the  patronage  of  Dudley,  earl  of  War- 
wick, he  was  enabled  to  fit  out  two  small  vessels,  one  of  thirty- 
five,  and  the  other  of  thirty  tons,  and  with  this  diminutive  craft 
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he  hiii4  tke  ooHtage  I9  -^Ueiiipt  to  explore  the  oai  igmlioe  of  ati 
ocean,  where  he  would  have  te  cooteml  with  ao^e  of  the  most 
appalliog  dangers,  which  ean  befajl  ib^  jaa^iner.  A$  our  adven- 
tureare  paasM  Greenwich  in  their,  tiny  QOGkle-boaU»  Queen  £lix»* 
betb,  who  then  held  her  court' Uier^  gave  them  an  encoeraging 
fiurewell,  bjr  waving  her  hand  Iq  them  from  the  window.  On 
the  11th  July,  Frobisher  discovered  land,  which  be  supposed  to 
be  the  Friezeland  of  Zeno ;  but  the  land,  which  he  believed  to  be 
an  laltfnd,  was  evidently  the  southern  part  of  Greenland.  He 
was  oompelled  by  the  floating  ice  to  direct  his  course  to  the  south- 
west, till  be  reached  Labrador.  Sailing  to  the  northward  along 
this  coast,  he  entered  a  strait  in  latitude  63^  8',  which  was  after- 
wards named  Lumley^s  InleU  The  Esquimaux  in  their  boats  or 
kajaks,  were  mistaken  by  our  voyagers,  for  porpoises^  or  some 
kind  of  strange  fish.  With  one  of  these  "strange  infiddeles,  whose 
like  was  never  seen,  read,  or  heard  of  before/^  Frobish^r  set  sail 
for  England,  where  he  arrived  on  the  2nd  October,  "highly  coi&» 
mended  of  all  men  for  his  great  and  notable  attempt,  but  speci^Iy 
fiimouB  for  the  great  hope  he  brought  of  the  passage  %q  Cathaia*'^ 
One  of  his  seamen  chanced  to  bring  home  with  him  a  stone,  as  a 
memorial  of  his  voyage  to  those  distant  countries,  but  bis  wife, 
throwing  it  into  the  fire,  "  glistened  with  a  bright  marquesset  of 
gold.'"  This  accident  was  soon  noised  abroad,  and  the  gold  re- 
finers of  London,  being  called  upon  to  assay  the  stone^  reported 
that  it  contained  a  considerable  quantity  of  gold.  Thus  the 
hope  of  finding  gold,  again  became  the  incentive  to  distant  voy« 
ages  and  geographical  researches. 

The  queen  now  openly  favored  the  enterprise,  and  Frobisher 
again  departed  in  May  1577,  with  three  ships,  one  of  which  was 
equipped  by  her  majesty.  These  ships  were  the  Edith,  the  Gabriel, 
and  the  Michael.  The  expedition  consisted  of  120  persons^  thirty 
of  whom  were  miners,  finers,  and  merchants;  they  were  viptualled 
for  seven  months. 

Elisabeth  adopted  a  curious  method  of  exploring  new  lands, 
and  by  a  very  ingenious  method,  made  criminals  useful  to  the 
state,  as  will  appear  by  the  following  order,  contained  in  "the 
instructions  to  our  loving   friend  Martin  Furbushcr,  gent.,  for 
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orders  to  fM>  dbs^rvM  iti  H&6  v$ttg«;iibw  t^HSomtnMided  to  Mm  for 
the  northwesterly,  and  C«ltftlaf*    ' 

'^ftein.*-*I<k  yow  #1^6^  Otttwin*A  jrau  shaH  <yf  it  be  iioeWi|»- 
dr&noe  to  yourtiage,')'m'Oii'laiide'Opo*  the«oa8l  of  Fteedmiid 
VI  of  the  eandenmed  persons  trhieli  yon  canry  mkk  yw,  w4th 
weapons  and  vietuiAls  soeh  a»yoa  may  convementlie  ipaK*^ 
and  if  it  cannot  be  done  outward,  yon  sliaU  doe  your  eodevor  to 
accomplish  the  same  in  your  retarne ;  to  which  persons  you  ahail 
give  instructions,  howe  they  maye  by  their  good  behaviour 
Wynne  the  good  wyU  of  the  people  of  that  land  and  oountrie, 
and  also  to  learn  the  state  of  the  same ;  and  yf  yon  set  them  aland 
in  your  going  outwards^  then  doe  yonr  best  to  speake  with  them 
la  your  retume."* 

The  abote  instructions  are  well  worthy  of  notice;  as  shewing 
the  reckless  manner  in  which  the  eondenined  persons  in  those 
days  were  treated,  and  making  transportation  a  s^TOte  penalty, 
instead  of  a  premium  for  Tice, 

''The  expedition,  according  to  the  tnstru^tiofts,  after  dealing 
the  nortfiem  parts  of  Ireland  and  Scotland,  is  to  st^r  to  the 
Island,  edited  Holfs  Island,  being  in  the  entrance  of  the  s«p- 
posed  straight,  which  we  named  Fnrbusber  s  Straight  discovered 
by  yourself  last  yeare/' 

The  next  article  contains  orders,  that  the  vessels  be  safely 
Bobored,  and  that  the  miners,  finers,  and  merchants,  be  conveyed 
in  boats  &c.,  to  the  place  were  the  mineral  (Mre  abouuded>  in 
order  that  Ihey* commence  collecting  it. 

While  the  miners  ftc.,  are  at  work.  Sir  Martin  is  to  proceed 
in  his  survey  of  the  coast,  and  also  to  search  for  mines*  He  is 
to  conciliate  the  natives,  and  to  be  careful,  not  to  gi^e  the  least 
offence. 

*'Item.— ^We  doe  not  thinke  yt  good  you  should  bring  hither 
above  the  number  of  three,  or  (bwer,  at  the  most  of  the  people 
of  that  country,  whereof  some  to  be  old  and  the  other  yonge, 
whom  we  shall  minde  not  to  return  again  thither,  and  therefore 
you  shall  have  great  care  bow  you  do  take  them,  for  avoiding 
offence  to  them  and  the  countries' 

Frobisher  having  sagaciously  observed  that  the  ice  which  en- 
Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


tB  VKUXtM  OF  FBOmSHSE'S  K»»F.DITION. 

combers /(h»  nortbcm  s^as^  must  be  formed  in  the  sounds  or 
liUnda  neat  the  Pole,  and  that  ,ibe  main  seas  never  freezes., 
dleered  directly  fo?  the  Stnait  where  his  preceding  voyage  had 
lenninttted^  and  sought  the  spot  vrhere  the  supposed  gold  ore 
hi^ibeea  picked  ap>  but  eooldaot  find  in  the  whole  Island  "  a 
pieoe  so  big  as  a  walnut***  On  the  neighboaring  Islands  how- 
ever the  ore  was  found  in  large  quantities.  In  their  examination 
of  Frobisher  Strait,  they  were  unable  to  establish  a  pacific  in* 
tercourse  with  the  natives.  Two  women  were  seized,  of  whom 
one,  being  old  and  ugly,  was  thought  to  be  a  devil  or  a  witch, 
and  was  consequently  dismissed.  As  gold,  and  not  discovery 
was  the  avowed  object  of  this  voyage,  our  adventurers  occupied 
themselves  in  providing  a  cargo,  and  actually  got  on  board 
almost  fiOO  tons  of  the  glitteriiig  mineral,  which  they  believed  to 
be  ere.  When  the  lading  was  completed,  they  sat  sail  bome^ 
wards,  and  though  the  ships  were  dispersed  by  violeat  storms^ 
they  all  arrived  safely  in  different  parts  of  Ji^gland. 

The  queen,  and  the  persons  engaged  in  this  adventure,  were 
delighted  to  find  ^*  that  the  matter  of  the  gold  ok,  had  appearr 
\tiCB,  and  made  show  of  great  rieheff  and  profit>  and  that  the 
hope  of  the  passage  to  Cathaia  by  this  last  voyage  greatly  ii^ 
creased.^'  The  queen  gave  the  name  of  Mtta  Incognila  to  the 
newly  diseovered  country,  on  which  it  was  resolved  to  establish 
a  colony.  For  this  purpose.,  a  fleet  of  1&  ships  was  got  ready, 
and  100  persons  appointed  to  form  the  settlement,  and  remaiA 
there  the  whole  year,  keeping  with  them  three  of  the  ships,  the 
other  twelve  were  to  bring  back  cargoes  of  gold  ore«  FVobJilicr 
was  appointed  admiral-in-chief  of  the  expedition,  and  on  taking 
leave,  received  from  the  queen  a  gold  chain,  as  a  mark  •  «f  her 
approbation  of  his  past  conduct.  The  fleet  sailed  on  the  81st 
May,  1578,  and  in  three  weeks  discovered  Frt«eland>  of  whi^h 
possession  was  formally  taken,  and  then  held  its  course  direct 
to  FroKsher  Straits.  The  voyage  hitherto  had  been -prosporous, 
but  distresses  and  Texatioits  of  every  kind  thwarted  thoattemfit 
10  Am  a  colony  Vielent  storms tdisperaod  the  fleet^-*^] rift  ieo 
choked  up  the  strait ;  one  small  hark,  oa  board  of  whit^h  wa^ 
the  wooden  housd,  intended  for  the  settlers,  was  crashed  by  the 
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icebcFTgs,  and'  instantly' »weiit 'down- f  thiA  fi»g«,  imnvy.  snow; 
with  tid^fland  Mtrentft  of  e!i{trft'ofdinMiry  violence  bewilder^  tlw 
mariners,  and  inro Wed  theih' Mr' ehMMe«s  distresses.  At  length 
after  enduring  extreme  hardbhipit*  it  was  resolved  to  retani>  and 
postpone  to  the  enstnng;  y^tir,  ihe  attempt  to  make  a'settleueni 
in  the  country.  l*he  storms,  which  had  fnntiated  the  object  ef 
the  expedition,  pursued  the  fleet  on  its  passage  homeward ;  the 
ships  were  scattered,  but  arrived  at  the  various  ports  of  Engltad, 
before  the  commencement  of  October. 

This  grand  expedition  ended  in  the  miners,  finers,  and  mer<> 
chants  bringing  home  a  quantity  of  pyrites,  and  the  Sovth  Sea 
bubble  had  a  prototype  in  the  North  Sea  gold  mines. 

Success  seems  to  have  deserted  Frobisher  after  his  first  voyage, 
which  alono  indeed  had  discovery  for  its  object,  for  wiien  the 
sangofine  expectations  to  which  he  had  given  birth  were  disap* 
pointed,  hie  voyages  were  looked  upon  as  a  total  failure,  and 
he  appears  himself  for  a  time,  to  have  fallen  into  neglect. 

The  zeal  of  Pfobiaher  in  the  pursuit  of  north  western  disoovorfcs^ 
is  suppose  to  have  been  fostered  by  the  writings  of  Sir  UumphvjF 
Gilbert,  ^  gentleman  of  brilliant  talents  and  roasantic  temper. 
When  w\Ei  contemplate  the  early  discoveries  of  the  Spaniards  and 
PbTtugneee,  we  see  needy  adventurers,  and  men  of  desperate 
character  and  fortune,  pursuing  gain  or  lioeiitiouaBess  with 
violence  and  bloodshed,  and  this  may  be  considered  as  the 
decided  dMiracteristic  of  all  voyages,  the  aim  of  which  is  the 
accumulation  of  riobes,  and  not  the  promotion  of  science. 

The  Ebglish  navigators  however,  who  in  the  reign  of  Elizabeth 
songbt  to -extend  our  knowledge  of  the  globe,  were  men  of 
a  different  stamp,  and  driven  forward  by  motives  of  an  honour- 
sMe  ilatsre.  They  undertook  the  most  difficult  navigation, 
thrii^h  {teas  perpetually  agitated  by  storms,  and  enciimbercd 
with  ioe>'  in  vesfltsls  of  the  most  frail  construction,  and  of  small 
borden;  theyenccuntered  all  the  difficulties  and  distresses  of  a 
rtgoreas  clifnate,  and  in  most  eases  with  a  very  distant,  or  with 
:i0  prospect  of  ultimate  pecuniary  advantage.  Sii  Humphrey 
Gilbert  -was  one  of  tkose  gallant  spirits,  who  engaged  in  the 
career  of  discovery;  chiefly  from  the  love  pf  fame  ain}  tbirsji  uf 
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^cliieTement,  In  1578,  he  obtained  a  patent  authorising  him  to 
unclcrtake  western  discoveries,  and  to  possess  lands  unsettled  by 
christian  princes  or  their  subjects.  In  compliance  with  these 
conditions,  l^ir  Humphrey  prepared  in  1583  to  take  possession  of 
the  northern  parts  of  America,  and  Newlbundlaad,  In  the  same 
year.  Queen  Elizabeth  conferred  on  his  younger  brother  Adrian 
Gilbert*  the  privilege  of  making  discoveries  of  a  passage  ta 
China,  and  the  Moluccas,  by  the  north  westward,  north  eastward^ 
or  northward,  directing  the  compaay  of  which  he  was  the  head, 
to  be  incorporated  by  the  naiike  of  ''The  Colleagues  of  tho 
Fellowship  for  the  discovery  of  the  north  west  passage.^ 

The  fleet  of  Sir  Humphrey  consisted  of  five  ships  of  different 
burthens,  from  10  to  200  tons,  on  which  were  embarked  about 
260  men,  including  shipwrights,  masons,  smiths,  and  carpenters.,, 
besides  ''  mineral  men  and  refiners ;  and  for  the  amusement  of  tho 
crew,  and  allurement  of  the  savages,  they  were  provided  of  music 
in  good  variety,  not  omitting  the  least  toyes,  as  morrice  dancers, 
hobby  horses,  and  maylrke  concerts,  to  debght  the  satage  people, 
whom  they  intended  to  win  by  all  fair  means  possible/'  Tho 
little  fleet  reached  Newfoundland  cm  the  80th  July.  It  is  noticed, 
that  at  this  early  period, "  The  Portugals  and  French  chiefly  have 
a  notable  trade  of  fishing,  on  the  Newfoundland  bank,  wliere 
there  are  sometimes  more  than  a  hundred  sail  of  ships/' 

On  entering  St.  John's,  possession  was  taken  in  the  queen^s 
name,  of  the  Harbour  and  200  leagues  every  way;  parcels  of 
land  were  granted  out,  but  the  attention  of  the  admiral  was 
chiefly  directed  to  the  discovery  of  the  precious  metals. 

The  colony  being  thus  apparently  estafblished.  Sir  Humphrey 
embarked  in  his  small  frigate,  the  Squirrel,  which  was  in  fact, 
a  miserable  barque  of  ten  tons,  and  taking  with  him  two  other 
ships,  proceeded  on  a  voyage  of  discovery  to  the  southward. 
One  of  these,  the  Delight,  was  soon  after  wrecked  among  tho 
shoals,  near  Sable  Island,  and  of  above  a  hundred  men  on  board, 
only  twelve  escaped.  Amongst  those  who  perished,  were  llio 
Historian  and  Mineralogist  of  the  expeditioii;  a  circumstance 
which  preyed  upon  the  mind  of  Sir  Humphrey,  whose  ardent 
teuiper,   fondly  cherished  the  hope  of  fame,   and  inestimable 
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riclie»«  He  now  delennined  to  return  to  England,  but  as  his  lit- 
tle frigatdj,  as  she  was  called,  appeared  whblty  unfit  to  proceed 
on  such  a  voyage,  he  was  entreated  not  to  venture  in  her,  but  to 
take  his  passage  in  the  Goldpn  Hinde.  To  these  aolicitations 
the  gallant  knight  replied :  '*  I.  will  not  forsake  my  little  com- 
pany going  homewards,  with  whom  I  have  passed  so  many 
storms  and  perils/^  When  the  two  vessels  had  passed  the  Azores, 
Sir  Humphrey's  frigate,  was  observed  to  be  nearly  overwhelmed 
by  a  great  sea ;  she  recovered,  however,  the  stroke  of  the  waves, 
and  immediatly  afterwards,  the  admiral  was  observed  by  those  in 
the  Hinde,  sitting  abaft  with  a  book  in  his  hand  and  calling  out, 
"  Conrnge,  my  lads,  wo  are  as  near  heaven  by  sea,  as  by  land/* 
The  same  night  the  little  bark,  and  all  within  her  were  swal- 
lowed up  in  the  sea,  and  never  more  heard  of. 

Soch  was  the  unfortunate  end  of  the  brave  Sir  Humphrey  G  ilbert, 
who  may  be  regarded  as  the  father  of  the  western  colonization,  and 
who  was  <M)e  of  the  chief  ornaments  of  the  most  chivalrous  age 
of  Saglisl^  )49toi;y. 

^''hilst  these  ev^ts  were  taking  place  in  the  north,  the  Eng- 
lish were  extending  their  discoveries  in  the  West  Indies,  where 
the  Spaniards  regarded  every  rood  of  land  as  their  own,  although 
they  had  no  population  to  occupy  it,  and  which  in  many  instances 
they  had  never  seen,  until  attracted  by  the  news  that  Europeans 
had  settMin  them,  on  which  they  went  forth  to  burn,  to  destroy, 
sod  murder. 

They  also  sent  their  remonstrances  to  queen  Elizabeth  on  the 
vondnct  of  the  English,  but  the  high  minded-monarch  replied, 
"  tb^t  ibe  Spaniards  had  drawn  these  inconveniences  upon  them* 
selves,  by  their  severe  and  unjust  dealings  in  their  American 
commerce ;  for  she  did  not  understand,  why,  either  her  subjects 
or  t^fe  of  any  other  European  province  should  be  debarred 
from  traflic  in  the  West  Indies.  That  as  she  did  not  acknow- 
ledge the  Spaniards  to  have  any  title,  by  the  donation  of  the  bishop 
of  Som/e^8oshe  knew  no  right  they  had  to  any  places,  other  than 
those  they  were  in  actual  possession  of;  for  that  their  having 
touched  only  here  and  there  upon  a  coast,  and  given  names  ]to 
a  few  rivers  and  capes,  were  such  insignificant  things  as  could 
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no  ways  entitle  to  a  propriety,  further  than  lo  the  parts  where 
they  actually  settled,  and  contioued  to  inhabit. 

This  energetic. answer^  which  was  followed  by  the  defeat  of 
the  Spanish  Armada^  infused  fresh. spirit  into  the  English  mari* 
ners,  and  several  expeditions  were  fitted  out,  the  chief  aim  of 
which,  were  colonial  establishments^  and  the  accumulation  of 
individual  wealth. 

Notwithstanding  the  failure  of  the  previous  expeditions,  and 
the  ridicule  which  followed  the  discovery  of  the  golden  mines  of 
North  America,  another  expedition  to  the  northern  latitudes  was 
fitted  out  by  the  merchants  of  London,  the  command  of  which 
was  intrusted  to  John  Davis,  a  skilful  and  courageous  seaman. 
He  sailed  from  Dartmouth  on  the  7th  June,  1685,  and  by  the 
middle  of  July  arrived  on  the  western  coast  of  Greenland,  to 
which  was  given  the  name  of  the  Land  of  Desolation,  on  account 
of  its  cheerless  and  gloomy  aspect.  From  this  coast  he  stood  to 
the  north  west,  and  saw  land  in  latitude  of  64^  15',  the  air  at 
the  time  being  temperate,  and  the  sea  free  from  ice.  This  sup- 
posed continent  however  turned  out  to  be  a  group  of  islands,  pos- 
sessing a  numbw  of  good  harbours,  in  one  of  which  Davis  came 
to  an  anchor,  and  gave  it  the  name  of  Gilbert's  Sound,  in  honor 
of  his  patron,  Mr.  Adrian  Gilbert,  the  brother  of  the  unfortunate 
Sir  Humphrey.  On  the  1st  August,  Davis  stood  to  the  north- 
west, and  on  the  6th  discovered  land  in  latitude  66°  4Q.  Here 
he  anchored  under  a  promontory,  to  which  the  name  of  Mount 
Raleigh  was  given ,  the  cliffs  of  which  as  Davis  described  '*  were 
as  orient  as  gold."  Proceeding  to  the  northward  an  open  strait 
was  discovered  to  the  west,  from  twenty  to  thirty  leagues  wide, 
and  its  navigation  unimpeded  by  ice.  This  strait  was  called 
Davis  Strait,  the  name  which  it  bears  at  the  present  day.  Davis 
now  proceeded  westward  for  about  60  leagues,  and  fell  in  yfify 
a  cluster  of  Islands  in  the  middle  of  the  strait.  The  navigators 
however  of  those  days,  notwithstanding  the  ar4ent  spirit  of 
enterprise,  for  which  they  have  been  so  highly  vaunted  by  some 
cotemporary  writers, appear  to  have  been  disheartened  by  circum- 
stances, which  a  Ross  or  a  Parry  would  have  deemed  scarcely 
Aorlhy  of  their  notice.    The  discovery  of  a  north  west  passage 
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was  Ihe  aVoMr^d  oVjj^iX  of'the  ex^diti'on  of  Davis,  he  arrived  at 
Greenland,  at  the  lattfer  end  of  t'He  tinonth  of  July,  and  at  the  fatter 
end  of  August,  in  the'^flhestsS^'sohofthe  year,  happening  to  meet 
with  some  tiifck  mist^  and  contrary  winds,  he  determines  to 
return  home,  and  drtives  at  I)ar(mouth  on  the  dOth  September, 
after  an  absence  of  little  more  than  three  months  from  England. 

As  an  intrepid  seaman,  Davis  is  entitled  to  the  highest  praise, 
but  there  are  other  and  higher  qualities  vequisite,  in  order  to  form 
the  character  of  the  commander  of  an  expedition,  the  principal 
aim  of  which  is  discovery,  and  especially  the  discovery  of  so 
difficult  an  object,  as  that  of  a  north  west  passage.  On  his  return 
to  England,  Davis  expressed  his  firm  belief  of  a  free  and  uninter- 
rupted passage  to  the  westward,  although  his  belief,  from  the 
extent  of  his  discovery,  must  have  had  nothing  but  mere  conjec- 
ture for  it3  foundation.  It  must  be  evident  from  the  latitude, 
which  he  reached,  compared  with  that  of  subsequent  navigators, 
that  he  could  not  have  been  warranted  in  drawing  his  con- 
clusions of  the  positive  existence  of  a  north  west  passage,  from 
any  knowledge  which  he  had  acquired  of  the  geography  of 
the  country,  or  from  any  information  which  he  had  obtained 
from  an  intercourse  with  the  natives.  In  one  instance  he 
founded  his  belief  of  having  actually  discovered  the  long-sought 
passage,  from  the  sknple  circumstance,  of  the  colour  of  the  sea, 
in  the  strait  up  which  he  sailed,  resembling  that  of  the  main 
ocean  ;  a:nd  this  alone  ijs  sufficient  to  prove  the  insufficiency  and 
wealcness'  of  the  reasons  which  he  alleged  for  the  existence 
of  a  conimunication  in  that  particular  quarter,  between  the 
Atlantic  and  Pacific. 

*Prom  the  favorable  reports  however  which  Davis  made,  and 
paftlfcularly  of  the  great  lucrative  advantages  which  would  arise^ 
by  Establishing  a  brisk  commerce  with  the  natives,  in  peltry 
ake  London  merchants  were  encouraged  to  fit  out  another  expedi- 
tion, ahd  on  the  7th  May,  1586,  he  again  sailed  from  Dartmouth, 
and  directed  his  course  as  before  to  Greenland,  where  he  Arrived 
at  the  fatter  end  of  June.  This  voyage  appears  in  some  res^iects, 
to  have  been  attended  with  a  commercial  aim,  for  Davis  describes, 
that  the  natives  came  off  to  him  in  great  numbers,  to  trade  ^th 

2  F 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


34  SECOND    EXPEDITION    OF   DAVIS. 

Iiim  in  seal  skin»,  sta^s,  white  htktQfi,  and  fish.  The  sailors, 
however,  could  scarcely  eradicate  the  belier  from  their  minds, 
that  the  natives  were  a  kind  6t  witches^  and  that  they  practised 
several  kinds  of  enchantments. 

It  is- a  rare  quality  in  a  traveller  to  decline  givinj^  the  descrip^ 
tion  of  any  particular  object,  which  he  may  have  fallen  in  with, 
from  the  notion  that  on  account  of  its  extraordinary  or  wonderful 
nature,  he  might  be  considered  as  dealinpr 'largely  in  fiction  and 
romance,  this  however  appears  to  have  been  the  case  with  Davis. 
An  iceberg,  such  as  is  seen  in  the  high  northern  latitudes,  was 
an  object,  which  had  scarcely  ever  yet  fallen  under  the  observa- 
tion of  any  foriuer  navigator;  in  fact,  the  existence  of  those 
gigantic  accummulations  of  ice,  the  base  of  some  of  which  rests 
upon  the  bosom  of  the  ocean,  was  scarcely  known  ;  Davis,  how- 
ever, ietl  in  with  several  of  these  mountainous  masses^  but  he 
declines  to  describe  them,  on  the  singular  principle,  that  his 
veracity  might  be  called  in  question. 

The  seamen  of  those  days  were  not  of  the  race  of  the  Hep- 
buTn8,who  accompanied  a  Franklin  or  a  Ross,  willing,  however, as 
they  might  have  been  to  enter  upon  any  enterprise,  to  which  any 
lucrative  advantages  were  attached.  The  great  accummulations 
of  ice,  and  other  untoward  circumstances  natural  to  the  northern 
latitudes,  dispirited  the  seamen  of  Davis,  and  it  was  with  the 
greatest  difficulty  that  he  could  induce  them  to  continue  the 
voyage  northwards.  They,  however,  reached  the  latitude  of  67® 
north,  where  they  found  land  trending  to  the  westward ;  and  on 
running  southward  to  54®,  they  fell  in  with  a  great  number  of 
inlets,  where  from  the  appearance  of  the  sea,  it  being  of  a  greenish 
colour,  their  hopes  began  to  revive  that  they  should  stilt  meet 
with  the  much  desired  passage.  Encountering,  however,  some 
tempestuous  weather  on  the  coast  of  Labrador,  Davis  bent  his 
course  homewards,  and  arrived  in  England  the  be^^inniog  of 
October.  It  must,  however,  be  remarked  in  exculpation  of  this 
apparently  timid  conduct  on  the  part  of  Davis,  that  the  vessel  in 
which  he  sailed  was  from  her  burthen  by  no  means  fitted  to 
contend  with  the  storms,  the  fields  of  ice,  and  other  natural 
obstacles,    which   abound  in  the  high  northern    latitudes,  and 
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when  it  U  taken  into  consideration,  that  his  vessel  was  not  larger 
than  a  oooiinon  fishing  smack,  her  burthen  being  only  85  tons ; 
our  surprise  is  not  the  more  exceed  at  the  hardihood  of  Davis, 
in  undertaking  so  perilous  a  voyage*  in  a  vessel  so  totally 
niadequate  for  the  purpose,  than  it  is  at  the  folly  and  parsimony 
of  the  Bristol  merchants,  who  could  select  such  a  vessel  for  a 
voyage  of  discovery,  from  which  her  chance  of  return  was  far 
beyond   probability. 

The  preceding  voyages  of  Davis  may  be  considered  as  decided 
fiiiluree  as  iar  as  concerns  his  avowed  aim,  and  it  may  be  fur* 
ther  aCSrmed,  that  no  great  essential  advantage  accrued  from 
either,  whether  we  regard  them  in  a  commercial  or  a  geographi- 
cal character.  The  countries  which  he  visited,  had  been  disco-* 
vered  long  before  by  Frobisher,  and  other  navigators,  and  a  I  < 
tboug^h  he  unreservedly  promulgated  his  opinion  of  the  existence 
of  a  north  west  passage,  yet  ho  did  not  give  a  single  datum*  on 
which  the  validity  of  that  opinion  was  founded,  on  the  contrary, 
with  the  knowledge  which  we  possess  at  the  present  day,  of  the 
geographical  situation  of  the  Arctic  Regions,  and  of  the  coun- 
tries adjacent  xo  them,  we  are  entitled  to  draw  the  inference, 
that  the  reports  circulated  by  Davis,  of  the  existence  of  a  north 
west  passage,  were  wholly  built  on  fiction  and  conjecture,  an4 
not  supported  by  any  deductions  drawn  from  his  own  personal 
knowledge  of  the  geography  of  the  countries  situated  between 
the  65^  and  KSP  of  north  latitude.  It  is  true,  that  he  had  im« 
proved  his  nautical  experience,  and,  therefore,  had  become 
more  capable  of  conducting  any  expedition  which  might  be  after- 
wards despatched  for  the  discovery  of  the  geographical  situation 
of  the  countries  within  the  Arctic  Circle.  His  previous  failures 
had  not  in  the  least  dispirited  him,  nor  depressed  his  hopes  cf 
ultimate  success,  and,  accordingly,  we  find  that  he  succeeded  in 
inducing  the  merchants  to  fit  out  another  expedition,  and  on 
the  I9th  May,  1587,  he  sailed  again  from  Dartmouth  with  two 
vessels  of  greater  tonnage,  and  better  equipped  for  the  attaiir 
ment  of  hts  object.  He  arrived  in  the  middle  of  Juno  on  tlie 
west  coast  of  Greenland,  along  which  he  coasted,  till  he  reached 
ihe  latitude  of  72''  12'.    By  curients  and  contrary  winds,  he  was 
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driven  to  the  south,  and  arrived  at  the  strait,  discovered  by  him- 
self on  h  (brmer  voya^,  v^hicb'is  now  known  by  the  name  of 
Cumberland  Strait.  He  explored  this  strait  for  about  sixty 
leagues,  and  in  latitude  61<>  10  he  discovered  a  headland,  to 
which  he  gave  the  name  of  Cape  Chidley ;  and  to  a  promontory, 
he  gave  the  name  of  Sanderson^s  Hope,  in  honor  of  the  chief  pro- 
moter of  the  expedition.  We  must  also  award  to  Davis  the 
rightful  claim  of  having  been  the  discoverer  of  the  Strait,  that 
now  bears  the  name  of  Hudson,  which  is  but  a  continuation  of 
the  same  strait  which  bears  the  name  of  Davis  Strait,  only  ex- 
tending to  a  higher  degree  of  northern  latitude. 

The  last  voyage  of  Davis,  like  his  two  former  ones,  did  not 
occupy  much  niore  than  three  months,  as  he  arrived  in  England, 
tnthe  middle  of  September;  the  merchants  however,  who  had 
borne  the  expence  of  the  expeditions,  and  who,  from  the  sanguine 
representations  of  Davis,  had  flattered  themselves,  that  inex- 
hanstible  mines  of  wealth  were  to  be  opened  upon  them,  felt  no 
disposition  to  undertake  another  expedition,  although  the  opinion 
of  Davis  still  remained  the  same,  that  a  north  west  passage, 
actually  existed*  and  that  it  only  required  a  fortunate  coihbina- 
tion  of  circumstances,  to  accomplish  its  discovery.-  •  The  meN 
chants  however,  were  not  disposed  to  run  the  risk  of  meeting 
with  that  fortunate  combination  of  circumstances,  as  nothing 
had  yet  occurred,  which  could  lead  them  to  believe  that  it 
was  an  epoch  very  near  at  hand ;  conseqoenthf  Davis  was  not 
employed  in  any  subsequent  expedition,  for  the  discovery  of  the 
north  west  passage. 

The  unfortunate  issue  of  all  the  voyages  whiish  had  been  hi- 
therto undertaken  for  the  discovery  of  a  north  west  passage,  did 
not  operate  with  that  discouraging  force,  which  might  have 
been  expected,  although  it  for  a  time  diverted  the  attention  of 
the  English  merchants  from  the  plans,  which  they  had  formed 
for  a  successful  competition  with  the  Spaniards  and  Portuguese, 
ki  their  commerce,  by  means  of  a  northern  route  to  India.  At 
the  time  v^hen  the  English  undertook  their  northern  expeditions, 
they  did  not  feel  themselves  competent  to  contend  with  the  naval 
•ttengthof  Portugal,  and  their  great  desire  was,  in  consequence, 
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to  find  out  some  passage,  by  which  they  couhl  reach  the  east, 
without  encountering  the  ^ats  of  their  vigilant  and  jealous 
rivals.  All  ihe  attempts  to  find  -a  passage  by  the  nortb  'Wesl, 
had  proved  unsuccessful,  and  although  the  belief  of  the  existence 
of  that  passage  was  still  strongly  prevalent  amongst  the  English 
navigators,  yet  neither  the  government,  nor  the  merchants  felt 
disposed  to  advance  the  funds  requisite  for  the  equipment  of  a 
vessel  destined  for  an  undertaking,  which,  as  yet  had  been  at- 
tended with  positive  loss  and  disappointment.  Although  the 
English  nation  was  rapidly  increasing  in  resources,  and  had 
been  taught,  from  some  recent  political  events,  to  know  its 
strength^  yet  the  spirit  of  discovery,  as  far  as  the  north  we^t 
passa^  was  concerned,  languished  considerably^  and  the  atten- 
tion of  the  merchants  began  to  be  directed  to  other  quarters,  by 
which  the  treasures  of  India  could  be  obtained,  and  by  a  route, 
to  which  usurpation  had  not  hitherto  advanced  any  claim. 

From  some  obscure  allusions  made  by  the  Dutch  navigators, 
and  by  Oliver  Brunell,  an  Englishmen,  it  was  conjectured  that  a 
north  eastern  passage  might  be  found  to  India,  and  the  Dutch, 
who  where  then  beginning  to  hold  a  secondary  rank  amongst 
the  maritime  nations  of  Europe,  resolved  to  attempt  the 
discovery  of  it;  accordingly  in  1594,  the  United  Provinces 
sent  forth  an  expedition  under  the  command  of  Cornelia 
Cornelison,  to  which  William  Barents  was  attached,  as  the 
pilots  Notwithstanding  great  praise  i&  due  to  the  navigators 
of  that  period,  for  the  enterprising  spirit  which  they  manifested 
on  many  occasions ;  yet  it  must  be  admitted,  that,  on  their  pe- 
riodical refloms  from  their  respective  voyages,  from  which, 
scarcely  aaiy  benefit  resulted,  they  always  brought  home  with 
them  reppits  of  euch  a  0attering  and  encouraging  nature,  tliat 
the  strongest  inducements  were  held  forth  to  the  projectors  of 
the  expeditions,  to  send  forth  fresh  ones,  as  they  were  actually 
led  to  believe,  that  they  were  on  the  very  verge  of  a  discovery, 
from  whidi  inexhaustible  riches  were  to  be  their  reward.  Tho^ 
Cornelison  sailed  round  the  North  Cape,  and  passed  the  Straita 
of  Waigatz,  about  forty  league4»  from  which  the  main  land  ap- 
peared trending  to  the  south  east.     This  lavourable omen,  added 
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to  the  depth  and  openness  of  the  sea,  was  considered  by  Corne- 
Kson,  so  decisive  of  the  existence  of  a  north  eastern  passage  to 
India,  that  without  proBecuting  his  researches,  in  order  to 
ascertain  if  his  conjeciare  were  tiue,  ho  returned  to  Holland 
with  the  joyful  tidings,  that  the  northern  maritime  nations  of 
Europe  had  now  a  route  of  their  own  to  India,  and  that  the 
commercial  supremai^  of  the  Portuguese  in  the  east,  was  con- 
sequently on  the  eve  of  its  dissolution. 

So  confident  were  the  States  General  in  the  truth  of  the  report 
of  Comelison,  that  they  actually  equipped  a  fleet  of  seven  ves- 
sels, six  of  which  were  laden  with  merchandise,  suitable  for  the 
Chinese  and  Indian  markets,  and  Barontz  was  appointed  chief  pW 
lot  of  the  expedition.  This  fleet,  it  is  true,  sailed  at  an  unseason- 
able time  of  the  year,  for  on  approaching  the  coast  of  Nova 
Zembia,  it  was  found  scarcely  possible  to  proceed  on  account  of 
the  accumulation  of  ice ;  they  however  succeeded  in  passing  the 
straits  of  Waigatz,  and  here  they  learned  from  the  Russians, 
that  in  about  ten  weeks  the  frost  would  be  so  iutense,  that  a 
passage  might  be  effected  over  the  ice  to  Tartary.  They  also 
learned  from  the  Samoiedes,  that  in  about  five  days  sail  to  the 
notib  east,  the  land  took  a  south  easterly  direction,  and  this  was  to 
them  a  strong  confirmation  of  their  hopes,  that  they  should  soon 
arrive  at  the  markets  where  their  merchandise  was  to  be  disposed 
of.  The  cold  however  became  severe ;  the  weather  stormy  and 
wholly  unpropitioufl  for  any  further  progress,  and  the  whole 
fleet  returned  in  safety  to  Holland,  with  their  cargoes  untouched. 

The  discovery  of  the  north  eastern  passage  appeared  therefore 
to  be  attended  with  difficulties  equally  discouraging  and  insur- 
mountable, as  those  which  had  been  experienced  in  the  numerous 
attempts  to  discover  the  north  western  passage,  and  the  States 
General  in  consequence  felt  no  longer  disposed  to  incur  the  ex* 
pence  of  a. third  expedition.  Impressed  however  with  the  con- 
viction of  the  great  benefit  that  would  accrue  to  the  country,  by 
the  discovery  of  the  north  eastern  passage ;  and  even  if  it  should 
fail,  that  the  maritime  spirit  and  nautieal  skill  of  the  people, 
would  be  thereby  greatly  fostered  and  encouraged ;  a  proclama- 
tion was  issued,  oflering  a  considerable  reward  to  any  one,  who 
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should  succeed  in  discovering  a  route  to  China,  by  a  northerm 
passage.  This  was  a  bait  too  tempting  (or  the  Aiusterdam  mer 
chants  to  withstand,  and  a^ceordiogly  Uiey  fitted  out  two  ships, 
the  command  of  which  was  givien  to  Barentz.  He  sailed  wiUi 
the  fullest  confidence  of  success,  and  in  the  early  part  of  Jono^ 
he  had  reached  so  high  a  latitude,  that  he  had  constant  daylight ; 
a  few  days  afterwards,  he  discovered  land  to  the  eastward,  which 
by  observation  was  found  to  be  in  latitude  80^  11'.  It  is  from  this 
voyage  that  the  Dutch  claim  the  honor  of  being  the  discoverers 
of  Spilzbergen ;  although  it  is  on  record  that  it  was  discovered 
bySirHughWilloughby  in  1553,  he  having  seen  land  in  latitude 
80^,  which  may  be  considered  as  the  northernmost  point  of 
Spitsbergen.  The  name  of  Spitzbergen,  or  sharp  mountains, 
was  ^rven  to  it  by  BareUtz,  on  account  of  the  many  peaked 
and  snowy  moimtains,  with  which  that  inhospitf^ble  region 
aboumdSto 

The  subsequent  proceedings  of  this  expedition,  form  one  pf 
the  most  interesting  narratives  of  perilous  undertal^tngs,  of  hair 
broadth  escapes,  and  of  an  accumulation  of  human  sufierii>g» 
whicb  is  to  be  found  on  record  of  any  of  the  voyages,  which  bad 
been  thennndertaken  for  the  purpose  of  discoveiy  in  the  northern 
latitiiden.  Human  credulity  is  often  put  to  the  stretch,  to  attach 
any  verity  to  Ibe  relation,  not  only  of  the  extent  of  suffering 
which  tb^  frame  of  man  can  endure,  before  life  is  dmwn  from  its 
last  hold,  but  also  of  the  wonderful  energy  and  fortitude,  which 
the  humaft  pbaracter  can  display  amidst  accidents,  where  death 
presents. itself  under  the  most  horrid  visitations,  with  scarcely  a 
single  ray  of  hope  to  enliven  the  prospect. 

Barents  vras  a  mfm  of  undoubted  courage  and  enterprise^  but 
bis  constitution  was  not  of  that  iron  make,  so  as  to  enable  him 
to  bear  up  against  those  perpetual  hardships  and  privations, 
which  he  was  certain  to  undergo  in  the  perilous  undfifti^ing  in 
which  be  bad  engaged*  From  Spitsbergen  he  shapc/1  his  course 
for  Nova  Zambia,  hoping  to  find  a  passage  to  Ijl^e  eastward  ii\,i^. 
lower  parallel  than  80^,  and  oarly  in  the  month  of  August  he 
found  himself  in  the  latitude  of  77°.  Strong  winds  from  the 
eastward  here  impeded  his  further  progress,  and  in  order  to  save 
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IiU  8l)ip  from  beii^  wreckod,.  he  mM  obliged  to  mak^  her  fitst 
to  aa  enormous  icebergs  which  from  its  gigaiitic  bulk,  and 
apparaaUyresting  on  the  bottoosA  of  the  aea,  ba  flattered  himself 
would.prove  A  protection  against  the  heary  gales,  which  came 
ruling  on  him  frdm  the  eastward. 

This,  circumstance,  howerer,  is  sufficient  to  illustrate  the  igno- 
rance which  prevailed  at  that  timoi  relative  to  the  nature  of 
these  vast  accumulations  of  ice,  or  Barentz  in  the  midst  of 
summer,  would  not  have  ventured  to  make  fiist  hitf  ship  to  one  of 
them,  as  instead  of  being  his  protector,  it  might  prove  the 
immediate  instrument  of  his  destruction.  The  ship  had  not  been 
twelve  hours  lashed  to  the  iceberg,  when  with  a  violent  explosion 
it  burst  asunder,  breaking  into  innumerable  fragments,  and  that 
which  appeared  the  previous  moment  to  be  a  fixed  and  durable 
mass,  towering  to  the  skies,  was  as  it  were  the  next  moment 
sunk  in  the  ocean,  and  scarcely  a  vestige  of  its  bei^g  left,  with 
the  ^jc/ception  of  some  solitary  floating  masses,  which,  dashing 
against  each  other  by  the  fury  of  the  waves,  were  splintered  into 
a  thousand  pieces. 

Exposed  now  to  the  most  imminent  danger,  Barentz  saw 
himself  obliged  to  return,  and  after  encountering  the  greatest 
hardships,  he  reached  Icehaven  in  latitude  7QP  50'.  He  had 
profited  very  little  by  the  experience  of  the  English  navigators, 
who  had  preceded  him  in  their  attempts  to  explore  the  Arctic 
Regions,  and  be  consequently  committed  the  fatal  error  of  seeking 
an  inland  harbour,  instead  of  keeping  as  much  as  possible  to  the 
open  sea,  where  in  proportion  to  its  depth  the  danger  is  less, 
of  being  imbedded  in  the  ice.  On  reaching  Icehaven,  the  ice 
against  which  they  had  been  for  some  time  contending,  closed 
in  upon  them,  without  the  slightest  chance  of  extricating 
themselves. 

The  ship  bad  not  been  victualled,  nor  otherways  prepared  for 
such  an  nnexpected  occurence ;  and  the  crew,  which  now  con- 
sisted of  only  seventeen  persons,  saw  before  them  the  dreadful 
prospect  of  passing  the  winter  in  this  inhospitable  spot,  with  a 
scanty  supply  of  provisions,  and  utterly  unprovided  with  any  of 
those  necessaries,  which  were  requisite  to  protect  them  from  the 
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extreme  severity  of  the  cold.  Fortunately  for  them  the  shores 
abounded  with  drift  wood,  which  furnished  them  not  only  with 
a  supply  of  fuel,  but  also  with  the  materials  for  the  construction 
et  a  house,  in  which  they  coukl  pass  the  dreary  winter  which 
was  before  them.  Bereft  of  the  slightest  hope  of  eroancipatmg 
themaelves  from  their  dreadful  situation,  they  prepared  to  meet 
the  dtfEculties  and  privations  which  awaited  them,  with  proper 
resignation,  although  the  prospect  of  many  long  cheerless 
months  of  utter  darkness,  independently  of  their  personal  suffer- 
ings, vras  sufficient  to  strike  despair  into  the  most  courageous 
breast,  and  to  induce  that  indifference  of  a  prolongation  of 
life,  which  is  the  usual  attendant  on  accumulated  sufferings. 
It  was  not  however  solely  with  the  rigor  of  the  climate  that  they 
had  to  contend,  but  they  were  obliged  to  keep  a  strict  and  con* 
tinual  watch  against  being  surprised  by  the  bears  and  foxes, 
which  may  be  said  to  be  the  only  inhabitants  of  the  dreary  scene ; 
in  fact,  the  imagination  can  scarcely  conceive  a  situation  more 
horrible  than  that  to  which  Barentz  and  his  hardy  crew  were 
exposed.  Darkness  and  desolation  were  around  them,  enveloped 
in  the  densest  fogs,  they  appeared  as  if  they  were  shut  out  from 
the  world,  and  driven,  as  it  were,  on  the  very  verge  of  creation, 
to  linger  out  the  remainder  of  their  life  under  a  combination  oi 
the  most  horrible  sufferings. 

In  the  early  part  of  November  the  last  ray  of  the  san  ceased 
to. illuminate  these  desolate  regions,  and  with  it,  they  felt  as  if 
they  had  bidden  adieu  to  the  last  source  from  which  any  comfort 
was  to  be  derived.  The  cold  now  set  in  with  an  intensit]^  too 
severe' for  endurance,  and  to  increase  their  sufferings,  their  wine 
and  beer  were  frozen,  by  which  they  were  totally  deprived  of 
their  strength.  By  means  of  the  drift  wood,  they  were  fortu- 
*  nately  enabled  to  keep  up  large  fires,  .but  the  collection  of  that 
indispensable  material  was  attended  with  the  greatest  pain  and 
danger.  A  bear  would  often  rush  upon  them  from  a  mount  of 
ice,  which  had  concealed  the  animal  from  their  view,  for  so  great 
were  the  boldness  and  audacity  of  these  ferocious  brutes,  that 
they  would  fearlessly  assault  the  wooden  hut,  aithough  many  of 
them  paid  the  forfeit  of  their  life  for  their  temerity.    The  skins 
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of  these  animals  proved  of  essential  service  to  the  mariners ;  with 
the  fat  they  supplied  their  lamps,  and  on  an  emergency  thej 
could  make  a  meal  of  the  fleshy  altliough  its  extreme  rankness 
was  highly  offensive  and  disgusting.  The  flesh  of  the  foxes 
was  however  by  no  means  unpalatable,  and  a  great  number  of 
these  animals  were  caught  in  traps,  set  on  the  top  of  the  house; 
the  skins  were  converted  into  clothing  and  bedding,  and  were 
the  effectual  means  of  saving  the  crew  from  being  literally  frozen 
to  death.  It  is  a  remaiknble  circumstance  that  the  foxes  and 
bears  seldom  appear  in  the  country  at  the  same  time ;  the  bears 
migrate  to  other  quarters,  with  the  departure  of  the  sun>  when 
the  foxes  appear  in  great  numbers,  and  follow  their  natural 
avocation  of  rapine  and  plunder. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  incidents  attending  their  dreavy 
sojourn  in  their  gloomy  habitation,  was,  that  although  afar 
from  all  human  converse,  and  suffering  under  privations  suffi- 
ciently severe,  to  check  every  ebullition  of  mirth,  the  crew  still 
forgot  not  to  celebrate  the  respective  holidays  as  they  came 
round,  to  pledge  the  cup  to  those  far  away,  and  to  whom 
their  return  was  a  matter  of  doubt  and  uncertainty.  The  cus- 
tomary fare  smoked  not  indeed  upon  their  Christmas  table,  but 
in  hearty  mirth  and  glee  they  ushered  in  the  coming  year,  and 
surely  no  men  had  ever  greater  reason  to  look  hack  upon  tho 
past  without  regret,  or  to  look  forward  to  the  future  with  hope. 
It  must,  however,  been  a  scene  fraught  with  the  deepest  inte- 
rest and  curiosity,  to  have  viewed  their  jollities  on  tw^Ifthday, 
trhen  their  cake  was  a  pile  of  biscuits,  and  the  crew  sat  round 
their  rudely  fashioned  table,  in  their  respective  characters;  the 
gumier  appearing  as  the  King  of  Nova  Zembla,  and  the  Queen 
only  distinguished  from  her  subjects,  by  a  white  handkerchief 
tied  round  her  head.  In  this  manner  they  cheated  misery  of 
some  portion  of  its  poignancy,  and,  although  ill  tike  midst  of 
desolation,  a  beam  of  mirth  still  broke  in  upon  them^  and  in 
imagination  lighted  them  to  the  meny  scenes  of  their  country, 
and  their  homes. 

It  was  on  the  27th  January  that  the  crew  were  exhilirated  by 
the  re-appearance  of  the  sun,  and  with  it  also  returned  their  most 
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ferocious  enemy,  the  bear.  The  weather  was  boweyer  too  bois- 
terous and  inclement  to  adnit  of  any  operations  being  executed, 
in  order  tti  effect  their  eosancipation  from  their  icy  imprison- 
ment, but  with  the  adYanoe  cyf  the  season,  and  the  increase  of 
the  solar  power,  they  looked  ibrward  with  the  most  joyous 
expectation  for  a  termination  of  their  sufferings.  Dreadful  liow- 
ever  was  the  certainty,  whieh  now  burst  upon  them,  that  their 
ship  had  received  so  much  damage  from  the  pressure  of  the  ice, 
and  its  protracted  exposure  to  the  rigour  of  the  climate,  that 
every  prospect  most  be  abandoned  of  again  taking  her  to  sea,  as 
BO  personal  exertion,  under  their  present  disheartening  circum* 
stances,  accompanied  also  with  a  total  want  of  the  necessary 
materials  for  repair,  could  ever  place  the  ship  in  a  condition  to 
effect  her  passage  throngh  the  ioe,  or  to  contend  against  the 
storms  which  prevail  in  the  northern  latitudes.  Under  this  try- 
ing  diienuna,  their  only  chance  of  delivery  from  impending 
death  lay  in  their  boats,  huA  these  also  stood  in  need  of  repair, 
and  even  then  it  became  a  matter  of  the  greatest  doubt,  whether 
they  coidd  be  made  sufficiently  seaworthy,  as  to  stand  the  wear 
and  tear  of  the  floating  ice,  and  other  obstacles,  which  they 
would  have  to  surmount.  The  boats  however  were  their  only 
resource  in  this  alarming  emergency,  but  it  was  the  beginning 
of  June  before  Uiey  could  commence  the  repair  of  them,  and  on 
the  18(1),  their  task  was  so  far  completed,  as  to  enable  them  to 
commeace  the  operations  for  their  departure.  Previously  to  quit- 
ting their  desolate  habitation,  Barents  drew  up  a  statement, 
which  he  committed  to  writing,  of  the  misfortunes  and  suffer- 
ings, whioh  they  had  endured,  adding  a  list  of  the  names  of  the 
cfe<w,  and  other  particulars,  which,  on  the  supposition  of  their 
inability  ta  effect  their  passage  homeward,  or  their  being  totally 
lost,  nagfatbe  the  means  of  conveying  to  their  country  some  in- 
telligence tof  their  melancholy  fate.  This  written  document  he 
deposited  in  the  hut,  and  on  the  14th  June  they  left  Icy  Haren ; 
a  faint  gleam  of  hope  cheering  them  on,  but  fear  and  despair 
holding  dominion  over  them. 

The  health  of  Barenta  had  boon  £or  some  time  on  the  decline, 
dineaso  preying   upon  a  frame  already  exhausted  by   fatigue 
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and  anxiety,  still  it  was  hoped,  thai  as  they  approached  tlie 
more  southern  latitudes,  some  sympioms  of  oonyalescence  might 
exhibit  themselves,  and  that  his  life  would  be  prolonged  untU 
they  reached  some  settlement,  where  medical  assistance  could 
be  obtained ;  their  hope  however  was  sot  destined  to  be  realised, 
daily  his  decline  was  visible,  and  in  12  days  after  the  departure 
from  Icy  Haven,  he  died,  to  the  great  affliction  and  regret  of  his 
whole  crew,  who  placed  the  most  unbounded  confidence  in  his 
nautical  skill  and  experience. 

History  fiimishes  numerous  instances  of  long  voyages  having 
been  performed  on  the  sea  in  open  boats;  even  the  early  naviga* 
tors  ventured  across  the  Atlantic,  in  boats  not  exceeding  10  tons 
in  burthen,  but  there  is  not  one  on  record,  stamped  with  such  an 
extraordinary  character  as  the  present,  in  which  two  small  boats 
ventured  to  navigate  the  frozen  ocean,  subject  every  moment  to 
be  crushed  to  pieces  between  floating  masses  of  ice,  and  the  crew 
by  day  and  by  night,  for  upwards  of  forty  days,  exposed  to  all 
the  extremities  of  cold,  fatigue,  and  &mine.  It  has  been  com* 
puted  that  these  two  boats  navigated  nearly  1200  miles,  before 
they  arrived  at  Cola,  where  they  found  lying  three  Dutch  ships, 
in  one  of  which  the  crew  embarked,  and  arrived  safely  in  Hol- 
land in  October  1S97. 

We  have  hitherto  seen  that  in  the  discovery  of  the  nortli  west 
passage,  England  has  stood  alone  in  the  attempt,  and  although 
every  expedition  had  been  as  yet  unsuccessiul,  yet  the  belief  was 
still  prevalent  that  the  passage  did  exist,  and  that  it  only  re« 
quired  skill  and  perseverance  to  accomplish  its  cliseovery.  The 
English  and  Dutch,  at  the  close  of  the  sixteenth  century  were 
too  deeply  involved  in  hostilities  with  Spain,  to  bend  their 
attention  to  the  pro^cution  of  foreign  discoveries,  and  particu- 
larly to  one  which  had  been  as  yet  accompanied'  with  nothing 
but  loss  and  disappointment.  The  minor  maritime  powers  of 
Europe  urged  on  by  a  spirit  of  commercial  rivalry  began  grttd* 
ually  to  emerge  from  the  supineness  in  which  they  had  in* 
dulged,  and  taking  advantage  of  the  temporary  check,  which 
the  spirit  of  discovery  had  received  in  England,  they  determined 
to  proRt  bv  the  discoveries,  which  had  been  already  made  in  the 
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northern  parts  of  America,  thereby  hopiBg  to  be  th«  fic«t  ioarrW^ 
ing  at  the  goal,  although  they'itiigfat  hare  been  the  last  to  start. 

Amongst  the  leaser  {>oiir9rd,  th^^Dboes  b^gan  to  rear  th^ir  head, 
and  to  cast  a  wistful  look  towiirds  those  eommereial  advantages, 
whieh  would  accrue  to  th^tt  franor  the  discovery  of  the  north  west 
passage,  and  for  the  accdmptiriiment  of  Which  their  geographical 
situation  so  well  fitted  them.  Accordingly  in  1605,  the  king  of 
Denmark  caused  an  expedition  to  be  sent  out,  for  the  ostensible 
purpose  of  exploring  the  coast  of  Greenland,  the  command  of 
which  was  given  to  Admiral  Lindenau,  but  the  majority  of  the 
<^oen  were  English,  amongst  whom  James  Hall  acted  as  chie& 
pilot.  The  result  of  this  voyage  was  the  discovery  of  some  good 
sounds,  bays,  and  rivers,  as  high  as  69°,  but  here  the  crew  became 
mutinous,  and  after  having  according  to  the  example  of  Elizabeth 
put  two  Danish  malefactors  on  shore.  Hall  returned  to  Denmark, 
where  he  found  that  hi»  admiral  had  arrived  before  him. 

Although  the  existence  of  the  golden  mines  of  Greenland  had 
been  disproved  •  by  an  assay  of  **  the  glistening  metal^v  which 
Frobiriier  had  brought  to  England,  yet  the  belief  that  not  only 
gold,  bttt  siKer  was  also  to  be  found  in  that  country^  was  so 
atvoogiy  impressed  on  the  general  opinion  of  the  Danes,  founded 
on  the  authority  of  Hall  and  of  Knight  who  accompanied  him, 
that  iho  former  had  not  long  returned  from  his  first  expedition, 
than  he  was  appointed  to  the  command  of  four  small  vessels, 
the  object  of  which  was  not  so  much  the  discovery  of  lands 
unknown,  as  the  discovery  of  mines  of  gold  and  silver,  with 
which  the  voyagers  were  to  return  as  the  monopolists  of  so  lucra- 
tive a  liiaadi  of  commerce,  and  the  founders  of  their  future 
fortune  j.  Hie  following  remark  of  Hall  cannot  but  excite  a  sinile, 
for  on  hi* arrival  at  Cunningham  Fiord  (Bay)  he  says,  ''they  ail 
liMwhid  iaisee  tfjo^silver  mines,  where  it  was  decreed,  toe  should 
iakeHn*a9  nmch  aa  v>e  cAtdd.^'  Not  finding  however,  any  to 
take,  Ihej  teselved  to  o»rry  home  with  them  some  productioo  of 
the  OMBitry^axid  therefore  they  seized  upon  five  Esquimaux,  with 
wdomthey  returned  to  Denmark,  where  they  doubtless  appeared 
as  miserable  subsUlutes  fur  the  expected  cargo  of  gold  and  silver. 
I»  the  following  year^  Hull  sailed  again  to  Greeuland>  but  the 
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crew  mutinied,  and  obliged  him  to  return.  In  1612,  he  was 
employed  on  an  expedition  to  Greenland,  projected  by  8ome 
English  merchants,  but  touching  on  that  part  of  the  country, 
from  which  he  had  taken  the  five  Esquimaux  in  his  second 
voyage,  he  was  recognized  as  one  of  the  perpetrators  of  the  act, 
and  a  native  stabbed  him  in  the  side  with  a  dart,  of  which  wound 
he  died  shortly  after. 

Amongst  the  companions  of  Hall,  was  John  Knight,  who  con- 
tributed not  a  little  to  inflame  the  imagination  of  the  Danes, 
with  the  inexhaustible  riches  of  the  gold  and  silver  mines  of 
Greenland,  and  who  was  consequently  thought  worthy  by  the 
company  of  Muscovy  merchants  of  London,  to  command  an  expe- 
dition for  the  avowed  purpose  of  discovering  the  North  West 
Passage.  He  accordingly  sailed  in  1606,  and  on  reaching  the 
coast  of  Labrador,  his  little  barque  was  so  encumbered  with  iee» 
that  he  took  refuge  in  a  small  bay,  where  it  was  his  intention 
to  haul  his  vessel  ashore,  in  order  that  she  might  undergo  the 
necessary  repairs.  Shortly  after  his  landing,,  he  made  an  ex- 
cursion into  the  country,  in  order  to  examine  the  interior,  as  tlte 
existence  of  the  silver  mines  was  still  predominant  in  his  ima« 
gination,  and  in  some  degree,  he  had  been  able  to  keep  his  crew 
to  their  duty,  by  the  pictures,  which  he  laid  before  them  of  the 
enormous  riches  which  they  were  on  the  point  of  accumulating. 
From  this  excursion,  however.  Knight  never  returned,  and  from 
the  circumstance  of  the  crew  being  subsequently  furiously  at- 
tacked by  the  natives,  the  conclusion  was  drawn,  that  he  and. hif» 
whole  party  had  been  massacred.  After  repairing  their  vessel,, 
the  crew  bent  their  course  towards  Newfoundland,  and  after 
encountering  numerous  hardships  and  ^difficulties,  they  arrived 
in  safety  in  England. 

Thus  the  merchants  of  England  saw  themselves  defeated  in 
every  attempt  to  obtain  a  participation  in  the  Indian  commerce, 
by  either  a  north  western  or  a  north  eastern  route;  but  still  their 
hopp  was  not  wholly  extinguished  of  succeeding  in  the  attempt, 
as  the  difficulties,  which  had  hitherto  arisen,  were  to  be  attri^ 
buted  more  to  the  ignorance  of  the  navigation  of  the  northern 
latitudes^  and  the  relative  situation  of  the  adjacent   countries 
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than  to  the  actual  impossibility  of  diBCOvering  where  the  pas- 
sag-e  was  to  be  found.  All  the  navigatOTS  had  hitherto  direeteA 
their  course  in  an  eastern  or  western  direction,  and  it  was  there- 
fore  determined  upon  by  the  merchants  of  London,  to  send  out 
an  expedition  on  an  entirely  different  route,  and  to  attempt  to 
diseoTer  a  passage  by  sailing  directly  across  the  north  pole. 
The  failure  of  the  former  expeditions,  had  been  in  some  degree 
attributed  to  the  command  of  them  being  intrusted  to  men  who, 
although  celebrated  for  their  nautical  skill,  as  far  as  the  simple 
Dayigation  of  a  ressel  extended,  were  yet  manifestly  deficient 
in  that  enlarged  science,  which  ought  to  characterize  the  com- 
mander of  an  expedition,  the  avowed  aim  of  which  was  discovery. 

Acting  under  this  impression,  the  projectors  of  the  expedition, 
selected  Henry  Hudson  as  the  commander,  a  man  who  to  con* 
sidemble  science,  combined  the  courage  and  intrepidity  of  his 
profession.  On  the  1st  of  May  1607,  he  sailed  from  Gravesend 
in  the  small  barque  called  the  Hopewell,  having  a  crew  of  only 
ten  men  and  a  boy.  The  first  land  he  made  was  Greenland^ 
from  whioh  he  diinected  his  coarse  to  Spitzbergen,  which  he  made 
in  latitude  79*.  Having  navigated  as  high  as  80°,  and  the  season 
being  far  advanced,  he  directed  his  course  homewards,  and  ar- 
rived in  the  Thames  on  the  15th  September. 

AhhoQgh  the  result  of  this  expedition  was  by  no  means  pro- 
mifting,  nor  even  satisfactory,  yet  Hudson  sailed  the  following 
year  on  another  expedition,  the  aim  of  which  was  the  discovery 
of  a  north-eastern  passage.  In  this  attempt  however  he  also 
fiiiled  and  returned  home  on  the  26th  August. 

Amongst  the  virtues  which  distinguish  the  English  character, 
that  of  perseverance  in  a  good  cause,  may  be  considered  as  one 
of  the  most  conspicuous,  and  perhaps  in  no  case  has  it  been 
more  stvikingly  displayed,  than  in  the  many  attempts  which 
were  made  to  discover  the  north  west  passage.  Expedition  after 
expedition  had  been  sent  out,  and  each  returned  with  the  same 
unfevonimble  results,  accompanied  vrith  the  severest  disasters  and 
death.  Hudson,  whose  character  as  a  skilful  and  scientific 
navigator,  was  in  these  times  of  the  highest  rank,  had  twice 
niled  on  a  voyage  of  discovery,  without  increasing  in  any  con- 
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siderable  degree  the  stock  of  knowledge  of  the  geographical 
situation,  or  extent  of  the  countries  which  he  had  visited.  Re- 
Ijdng  however  upon  his  superior  science,  and  the  favourable 
reports  which  he  made,  the  former  projectors  of  his  expeditions 
determined  upon  fitting  out  another,  and  the  command  was 
accordingly  given  to  Hudson.  It  is  however  remarkable,  that 
although  the  failure  of  many  of  the  preceding  expeditions,  had 
been  attributed  to  the  smallness  of  the  vessels  employed  on  the 
occasion,  from  their  total  incompetency  to  contend  against  the 
fields  of  ice,  through  which  they  had  to  make  their  way,  yet  in 
the  present  instance,  a  tiny  vessel  of  only  fifty  five  tons,  was 
equipped  with  provisions  for  only  six  months,  and  with  these 
inadequate  means  Hudson  sailed  to  navigate  an  ocean  in  which 
the  most  appalling  dangers  confronted  him  on  every  side. 

For  some  time  success  appeared  to  smile  upon  him ;  he  sailed 
through  Frobisher^s  Strait,  where  he  had  to  contend  with  contrary 
winds,  and  vast  accumulations  of  ice.  Persisting  however  in  a 
westernly  course,  he  arrived  at  the  north-western  point  of  Labrador, 
which  he  named  Cape  Wolstenholm,  near  to  which  he  discovered 
a  cluster  of  Islands  to  the  nearest  head-land,  of  which  he  gave 
the  name  of  Cape  Digges.  The  land  was  here  observed  to  have 
a  southernly  direction,  and  the  heart  of  the  intrepid  mariner 
was  cheered  with  the  hope,  that  the  object  of  his  voyage  was 
obtained,  as  a  great  open  sea  stretched  itself  before  him,  which 
he  flattered  himself  might  be  the  long  sought  for  channel  into 
the  Pacific.  Here  however  the  narrative  of  the  unfortunate 
Hudson  terminates,  and  the  subsequent  part  is  only  to  be  gathered 
from  the  spurious  and  doubtful  testimony  of  Abacuk  Pricket,  one 
of  the  mutineers. 

For  some  time  a  spirit  of  discontent  had  manifested  itself 
amongst  the  crew,  but  it  had  not  yet  broken  out  into  open  rebel- 
lion. From  Purchas*  Pilgrims  we  learn,  that  Hudson  with  the 
view  of  befriending  a  young  man  of  the  name  of  Green,  who  had 
shown  a  predilection  for  the  sea,  took  him  under  his  protection, 
and  from  the  respectability  of  his  connexions,  he  was  led  to 
believe  that  ho  should  find  in  him  a  youth  of  integrity  and  honor. 
For  the  purpose  of  exonerating  him  from  the  duty  of  the  ship. 
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he  appointed  him  to  be  bis  clerk,  made  hhti  the  cotnpamon  of 
his  cabin,  and  treated  him  in  every  respect,  as  if  he  were  his 
own  son.    The  ship  had  been  above  three  months  threading  a 
labyrinth  of  ice,  and  navigating  in  channels  of  great  intricacy 
and  danger,  when  finding  it  impossible  to  proceed,  they  hauled  the 
ship  on  shore,  and  in  aboat  ten  days  afterwaids  th^  ice  formed  an 
impassable  barrier  aromid  them.    With  the  view  of  encouraging 
his  crew,  Hudson  proved  to  them  that  they  had  sailed  above  a 
hundred  leagues  &rther  than  any  former  navigator,  and  that 
with  the  breaking  up  of  the  ice,  he  had  the  most  confident  hope 
of  succeeding  in  the  object  of  his  expedition;  provisions  however 
began  to&U  short,  and  Green  insidiously  fomented  the  discontent, 
to  the  destruction  of  his  generous  benefactor  and  friend.    During 
the  early  part  of  the  winter,  the  white  partridges  were  killed  in 
such  abundance,  as  to  andid  any  fear  of  ^»ff»ring  from  actual 
WMit.     These  birds  however,  from  the  couMaM  annoyance  to 
wbidi  they  were  subject,  migrated  to  a  distant  quarter,  and  the 
subsisl^liee  of  the  crew  now  depended  upon  the  swans,  gee8e» 
dn<As,  and  oilier  wild  fowl,  which  visited  their  plaee  of  abode 
in  great  ttsunbers,  but  which  could  not  be  killed  with  the  same 
fitcllitj  as  the  partridges.    This  resource  even  at  last  failed  them, 
and  the  o^ew  were  obliged  to  live  on  moss  and  frogs.* 

On  the  return  of  the  spring  the  ice  broke  up,  and  the  crerw  now 
found  a  supply  of  food  from  the  fish,  which  they  caught  in  large 
numbers,  but  this  resource  soon  failed  them,  and  the  murmurs 
of  the  crew  became  deep  and  loud.  Hudson  perhaps  foreseeing 
that  it  would  be  in^oseible  to  quell  the  agitation  of  his  crew, 
80  long  as  they  were  in  an  inactive  state,  made  the  necessary 
preparations  for  his  departure,  and  with  tears  in  his  eyes,  he 
distributed  to  the  crew  the  stock  of  pro^talens  that  remained 
which  was  barely  sufficient  for  fourteen  days. 

It  waa  on  the  ^Ist  June  that  the  conspiracy  broke  out,  an 
poignant  indeed  were  the  feelings  of  Hudson,  when  he  fo«ittd 
that  Green  was  at  the  head  of  it.    It  was  the  plan  of  Green  mtti 


•  W«  l«T«ct«catlSiiMeriMBtoaaMmtiMalt7orPiiiehM,baCitatfr|MWMiK'tiiowtt 
^tatetioD,  asthefrogltcaUbeniatliiCMlbua,  uidcoiiU  not  be  taken  in  the  Oepth  oT  wl«tar 
aot  ;n  tbi  torpid  state. 
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the  other  conspirators  to  turn  the  captain  and  the  sick  adrift» 
by  which  a  greater  quantity  of  provisions  would  fall  to  their  own 
lot.  So  well  organized  was  the  conspiracy,  that  the  conspirators 
bound  themselves  by  an  oath,  which  ran  as  follows, ''  You  shall 
swear  truth  to  God,  your  prince  and  country ;  you  shall  do  nothing 
but  to  the  glory  of  God  and  the  good  of  the  action  in  hand,  and 
harm  to  no  man/*  This  oath  being  taken  by  all  the  conspirators, 
Hudson  was  seized  and  bound,  and  with  the  sick  and  maimed, 
was  lowered  into  the  boat,  making  altogether  nine  persons.  The 
provisions  which  was  given  them  were  scarcely  sufficient  for  two 
days  maintenance,  consisting  of  only  a  small  quantity  of  meal ; 
but  they  were  provided  with  a  fowling  piece,  some  ammunitioUt 
and  an  iron  pot,  in  which  to  cook  any  victuals  that  might  (all  in 
their  way. 

In,  this  melancholy  situation,  with  nothing  but  a  slow  and 
horrible  death  before  them,  the  towing  rope  was  cut,  and  the 
boat  wont  adrift  amongst  the  floating  ice,  in  a  situation  in  which 
death  awaited  them  every  moment.  Vain  was  the  hope  of  Hudson 
to  fall  in  with  a  ship,  which  could  rescue  him  from  his  perilous 
condition ;  and  from  the  treatment  which  the  natives  of  the 
country  had  received  from  former  navigators,  tr no  instead  of 
conciliating  them  by  presents  and  other  acts  of  kindness,  had 
frequently  kidnapped  several  and  carried  them  away  with  them — 
it  was  considered  as  throwing  themselves  into  the  hands  of  their 
murderers,  to  land  upon  any  part  of  the  coast.  Of  the  manner 
in  which  the  brave  Hudson,  and  his  unfortunate  companions  me; 
their  death,  no  information  was  ever  received ;  it  was  however 
ascertained,  that  the  mutineers  no  sooner  saw  the  Boat  with  their 
late  captain  in  it  out  of  sight,  than  they  quarrelled  amongst 
themselves  as  to  the  course  which  they  should  pursue.  They 
seemed  to  be  aware  of  the  consequences  which  would  follow  them, 
were  they  to  return  to  England  ;  and  Green,  who  was  elected  to 
be  their  captain,  determined  to  keep  the  sea,  until  he  had  the 
king^s  seal  to  show  for  bis  safety.  On  their  arrival  at  Cape 
Digges,  Green  went  on  shore,  and  in  a  quarrel  with  the  natives, 
was  killed.  The  sufferings  of  the  mutineers  were  now  so  great, 
that  they  were  compelled  to  eat  their  candles,  and  to  fry  the 
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skins  and  crushed  bones  of  the  fowls,  which  with  a  little  vinegar 
is  reported  to  have  made  ''  a  good  dish  of  raeate/^  Robert  Iver 
the  second  of  the  mutineers,  died  of  actual  want,  and  the 
lemainder  of  the  crew  reached  Oallowaj  in  Ireland,  in  safety. 

The  report  of  the  discovery  by  Hudson  of  a  great  sea  to  the 
westward  of  Cape  Wolstenhohne,  was  considered  by  the  English 
merchants  as  strongly  indicative  of  the  existence  of  the  north 
western  passage,  and  in  order  to  determine-the  outlet  of  that  sea, 
an  expedition  was  fitted  out,  the  command  of  which  was  given 
to  Capt.  (afterwards  Sir  Thomas)  Button.     It  may  appear  con- 
tnry  to  prudence  and  sound  judgment,  to  have  accepted  in  this 
expedition,  of  the  services  of  two  men,  who  were  implicated  in 
the  mutiny,  by  which  the  unfortunate  Hudson  lost  his  life ;  but 
their  well  known  skill  and  experience  in  the  navigation  of  the 
northern  seas, seemed  to  operate  as  an  equipoise  to  the  criminality 
of  their  former  conduct,  which  they  succeeded' in  convincing 
their  employers-  was  more  forced' upon  them  by  the  threats  of 
their  companions,  than  the  actual  result  of' their  own  cruel  and 
perfidious  dispositions.     The  names  of  these  men  were  Pricket 
and  Bylot,  the  latter  of  whom  bore  the  reputation  of  being  one 
of  the  most  skilful  pilots  of  his  time,  although  in  other  respects 
bereft  of  any  of  the  advantages  of  even  a-  common  education. 
This  expedition  sailed  in  1612,  the  names  of  the  vessels  being 
the  same  as  those  which  were  under  the  command  of  the  cele- 
brated Cook,  in  his  last  voyage — ^the  Resolution  and  the  Discovery 
Capt*  Button  shaped  his  course  direct  forHudson^s  Straits, 
with  the  view  of  penetrating  into  the  great  open  sea  as  described 
by  Hudson;  continuing  in  a  westerly  course,  he  fell  in  with  the 
■aain  land  of  America  in  latitude  60^  4fi||  to  which  he  gave  the 
name  of  Hopes  Checked.    Finding  his  passage  impeded 'to  the 
westward,  he  bent  his  course  southward,  and  in  latitude  57^  10 
discovered  a  river,  to  which  he  gave  the  name  of  Nelson  s  River», 
and  where  he  determined  to  pass  the  winter ;  the  cold  however 
became- so  intense,  that  many  of  the  crew  died,  and  the  remainder 
were  supported  through  their  sufferings,  and  prevented  from 
yielding  themselves  up  to  despair,  solely  by  the  judicious  and 
able  conduct  of  their  captain;    He  diverted  theJir  minds  from 
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dwelling  on  the  misery  and  privations  which  they  were  under- 
going,  by  proposing  to  them  questions  on  navigation  and  geo- 
graphy, and  by  thus  blending  amusement  with  instruction,  he 
kept  their  spirits  from  drooping,  whilst  he  was  continually 
cheering  them  with  the  prospect  of  a  speedy  termination  to  their 
sufferings.  As  the  spring  advanced,  game  became  more  abundant, 
and  so  numerous  were  the  white  paftridges,thatit  was  computed 
that  above  twenty  two  thousand  were  killed  and  consumed  by 
the  crew. 

On  the  disappearance  of  the  ice  in  April,  Button  launched  his 
vessels,  and  bent  his  course  northward^  sailing  along  the  western 
coast  of  Hudson's  Bay,  as  far  as  latitude  05^  where  he  fell  in 
with  a  number  of  islands,  to  whidi  he  gave  the  name  of  Mancel's 
Islands,  but  which  are  now  laid  down  in  the  charts  as  Mans- 
field s  Islands*  This  may  be  considered  as  the  utmost  boundary 
of  Sir  Thomas  Button^s  discoveries,  for  after  passing  a  few  daj^ 
in  the  vicinity  of  Maneers  Islands,  he  directed  his  course  home- 
wards, passing  Cape  Chidley,  and  after  a  very  quick  passage 
arrived  in  Eoglwd,  at  the  close  of  the  autumn  of  1613» 

Button  was  certainly  the  first  English  navigator,  who  reached 
the  eastern  coast  of  America,  on  the  western  side  of  Hudson*8 
Bay,  and  it  may  be  added  that  there  is,  perhaps,  scarcely  any 
navigator,  who  conducted  bis  expedition  with  grater  skill  and 
judgment  than  Sir  Thomas  Button,  it  is  also  much  to  be  regret- 
ted that  no  history  was  ever  published  of  his  voyage,  on  which 
account  much  is  left  to  conjecture  as  to  the  real  issue  of  it, 
and  to  the  actual  extent  of  bis  discoveries.  An  old  and  very 
interesting  letter  from  Sir  Thomas  Button,  to  Lord  Secretary 
Dorchester  has  lately  bean  discovered  by  Mr.  Lemon,  in  the  State 
paper  office,  in  which  no  doubt  is  expressed  of  the  possibility  of 
making  the  north  west  passage.  This  curious  document  is  as 
follows : 

"  First,  whether  there  be  any  likelyhood  or  probalitye  to  com- 
pass the  design — ^yea  or  noe.  To  that  I  answer  that  my  opinion 
is  nowe  as  it  ever  hath  bin,  since  my  return  from  thence,  and 
as  I  then  delivered  it,  with  the  particular  reasons  of  it,  to  my 
most  royall  Master,  of  most  famous  memorye,  that  there  was 
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Kiiig«  James,  t)mt  beinge  undertaken  in  a  fitting  waye,  and  a 

dewe  season  I  made,  and  doe  make,  as  full  accounpt  of  the  fea- 

•iblenes  of  it.  as  I  doe  of  any  knowne  chanell  that  is  best  knowne 

lo  tts  in  these  Norther  partes,  and  to  be  performed  with  as  little 

dainger,  and  was  soe  approved  by  His  Matie  to  be ;  who  inforst 

as  manye,  and  as  importi^nt  questions,  for  his  owne  satisfactions^ 

as  if  all  the  best  ejqperienst  marriners  of  the  Christian  World 

bad  eoBTented  themseWes  togeather,  to  have  drawne  the  in- 

tergatories.    The  same  reasons  have  I  delivered  to  many  most 

honorable  and  knowinge  persons,  and  to  our  best  Mathamati- 

cians,  as  Mr.  Briggs,  Mr.  Wells,  and  others,  with  all  the  best 

masters  and  mariners  of  our  Kingdome,  as  alsoe  to  others,  both 

Hollandersand  French ;  and  in  my  discourse  with  any  one  of  them 

all,  thsj  never  went  unsatisfied  from  me,  of  the  probabilitie  of 

it ;  and  for  farther  accompt  herein  att  presentt,  I  can  give  non ; 

but  if  my  joumall,  or  any  other  my  notes  or  papers  (with  ought 

ells  in  me)  may  give  His  Matie  any  farther  or  fuller  satisfaction, 

when  I  waight  on  His  Highness,  which  I  hope  will  be  much 

sooner  than  is  fitt  for  them  to  advaunce  (for  to  sett  out  too 

^melye,  is  to  faqle  too  soone  into  that  danger,  that  too  late  a 

repentance  cannot  heaipe  them  out  on)  I  will  doe  my  best, 

out  of  my  auld  experience,  to  afiurther  the  good  of  it,  and  prevent 

the  evells  and  inconveoiencies  that  pretendinge  men,  of  little 

experience,  or  not  att  all,  may  suddenly  bring  uppon  it ; — for  I 

will  bowldlie  saye,  that  whoe  shal  be  fitt  to  have  the  manedg- 

iage  of  this  unparaleld  busines,  ought  first  to  be  soe  religiouse, 

as  to  hoiild  his  end  the  happiest,  that  dyes  for  the  glorye  of  God, 

the  honor  of  bis  Kingo,^  and  the  publique  good  of  his  Countrye ; 

all  which,  in  thi9  designe,  have  their  severall  and  perticuler 

interest ;  a^d  therefore  he  must  not  looke  backe  for  feare  of  the 

dainger  of  either  unknowne  coastes,  hideouse  stormes,  darke 

and  longe  continewed  mistes,  to  lye  amonge  and  all  wayes  to 

see  more  landes  and  islands  of  Ice,  than  he  can  see  of  sea,  and 

oft  tymes  rocks  under  him  in  sight,  when  he  shall,  within  thrice 

his  ships  lengkt,  fynde  twentye  fathom  water;  and  to  incounter 

this,  und^r  favor,  must  he  be  well  armed,  that  shall  undergoe 

this  busines ;  for  thrice  sithence  my  beinge  there,  hath  it  bin 
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attempted,  and  for  ought  I  here,  little,  or  rather  I  may  bouldlye 
saye  noe  advauncement  given  1^  the  busines;  therefore  there 
cannot  be  too  much  curiositie  used,  to  put  it  into  a  good  and 
choise  hand;  which  I  will  heartilye  praye  may  be  most  happilye 
lighted  on ;  for  wee  live  not  in  the  adge  to  fynde,  that  they  are 
the  most  perfitt,  which  makes  the  gloriosts  shewe. 

In  consequence  of  these  sanguine  expectations  entertained  by 
Sir  Thomas  Button,  his  relation  Capt.  Gibbons,  was  despatched 
in  1614  in  the  Discovery,  in  search  of  the  north  west  passage, 
but  he  encountered  so  many  impediments,  arising  from  adverse 
winds,  fogs,  and  ice,  that  he  returned  without  having  made 
any  discovery  worthy  of  being  recorded. 

Although  every  attempt  to  discover  the  north  west  passage, 
had  hitherto  failed,  and  attende4  with  circumstances  sufficiently 
disheartening,  to  deter  even  the  most  sanguine  from  the  prosecu- 
tion of  the  enterprise ;  yet  it  was  generally  admitted  that  our 
geographical  knowledge  had  been  considerably  enlarged,  and 
that  a  channel  had  been,  opened  for  the  establishment  of  a 
particular  branch  of  commerce,  which  had  hitherto  in  a  great 
degree,  been  confined  to  our  intercourse  with  the  Russian  ports. 
The  merchant^  of  London  perceived  that  a  wide  field  was  open 
for  their  commercial  operations,  in  trafficing  with  the  natives  of 
the  northern  countries  of  America  for  their  peltry ;  and  with  the 
ulterior  view  of  establishing  that  commerce,  and  enlarging  our 
geographical  knowledge  of  the  countries  bordering  on  the  strait» 
which  was  known  by  the  name  of  Hudson's  Strait,  keeping  at 
the  same,  time  the  discovery  of  the  north  west  passage,  as  one  of 
the  principal  objects  in  view ;  they  determined  to  fit  out  the  ship 
Discovery,  for  a  fourth  voyage,  giving  the  command  of  her  to 
the  uneducated  Bylot,  but  fortunately  appointing  William  Baffin 
as  his  mate. 

This  expedition  sailed  in  1615,  but  the  result  by  no  means  an- 
swered the  expectations  of  the  projectorsof  it ;  indeed  in  a  geogra- 
lihical  point  of  view,  a  very  slight  addition  was  made  to  the  know* 
.  edge  which  previously  existed,  although  it  should  be  mentioned 
that  it  is  the  first  voyage  on  record,  in  which  a  method  is  laid 
down  for  determining  the  longitude  at  sea,  by  an  observation  of 
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the  bmiTenly  bodies.  In  t^  neighbourhood  of  Resolution  Island . 
Baffin  saw  the  sun  and  moon  at  the  same  time^  and  availed  himself 
of  this  circumstance  to  make  an  observation  for  ascertaining  the 
l(Higitade.  On  this  subject,  he  observes  with  much  justice,  "  if 
observations  of  this  kinde,  or  some  other  were  made  at  places  far 
remote,  as  at  Cape  Bona  Spera^,  Bantam,  Japan,  Nova  Albion, 
and  Magellan's  Straits,  I  suppose  we  should  have  a  truer  geo- 
graphy than  we  have.''  The  expedition  returned  to  England  in 
the  month  of  September,  without  the  loss  of  a  man. 

Although  this  expedition  was  not  distinguished  by  any  disco- 
very of  importance,  yet  the  projectors  of  it  were  so  well  satisfied 
with  the  zeal  and  skill  displayed  by  those,  to  whom  it  was  en- 
trusted, that  they  fitted  out  the  same  ship  for  a  fifth  time,  and 
Bylot  was  again  appointed  master,  and  Baffin,  pilot.  It  however 
appears  that  Baffin  raised  some  strong  objections  to  being  em- 
ployed in  this  expedition,  and  no  surprise  need  be  entertained 
when  the  inadequacy  of  the  means  is  considered,  compared  with 
the  dangers  and  difficulties  which  he  had  to  surmount.  The  crew 
consisted  of  only  seventeen  men  and.  a  boy  ;  the  vessel  was  of  too 
diioinutiye  a  burthen  to  withstand  the  shocks  to  which  she  would 
inevitably  be  exposed  in  her  passage  through  the  ice,  and  of  the 
almost  fiital  consequences  of  which,  he  had  experienced  several 
instances  in  his  former  voyage.  In  Purchas  we  find  the  instruc- 
tions which  were  given  to  Bylot  and  Baffin,  and  they  are  eertainly 
drawn  up  with  great  deamess  and  judgement. 

''For  your  course  you  must  make  all  possible  haste  to  the  Cape 
Desolation,  and  from  thence,  you  William  Baffin,  as  pilot,  keep 
along  the  coast  of  Greenland,  and  up  Fretum  Davis  until  you 
come  toward  the  height  of  80°,  if  the  land  will  give  you  leave. 
Then,  for  feare  of  inbaying  by  keeping  too  northemly  a  course, 
shape  your  course  west  and  southerly,  so  farre  as  you  shall  think 
it  convenient,  till  you  come  to  the  latitude  of  60°,  then  direct 
your  course  to  fall  in  with  the  land  of  Yedzo  about  that  height, 
leaving  your  fitrtber  sayling  southward  to  your  own  discretion,  ac- 
cording as  the  time  of  the  year  and  the  windes  will  give  you  leave. 
Although  our  desires  be,  if  your  voyage  prove  so  prosperous 
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that  yon  may  have  the  year  before  you,  so  that  you  go  90  farre 
southerly  as  that  you  may  touch  liie  north  part  of  Japan,  from 
whence  or  from  Yedzo>  if  you  can  so  compawe  it  without  dan* 
gers^  we  would  have  you  to  bring  home  one  of  the  men  of  the 
country,  i^  so  God  blessing  you  with  all  expedition  to  make 
your  return  home  agaia.^  , 

It  was  ontbe  26th  March  1616,  that  the  DiscoTety  sailed  from 
Oraresend,  and  after  a  prosperous  voyage  across  the  atlantic, 
they  reached  Davis'  Strait,  and  came  to  i&n  anchor  in  a  sound,  in 
latitude  T(V  20'.  An  attempt  was  made  to  enter  into  a  friendly 
communication  with  the  natives,  but  rather  than  commit  them- 
selves into  any  intercourse,  they  made  a  precipitate  flight,  leaving 
even  their  dogs  behind  them,  in  whicha  great  pan  of  their  ficbee 
is  made  to  consist;  for,  without  these  useftd  animals  they  would 
be  unable  to  travel  to  their  different  fislnng  stations,  or  to  trans* 
port  themselves  and  (amtlies  to  their  distant  locations.  From 
some  gestures  and  exclanMitions  which  the  natives  made,  pointing 
constantly  to  the  Sun,  h  was  conjeetured  that  the  opinion  rested 
in  their  mind,  Aat  tlie  stmngers  had  dropped  from  that  honi* 
nary,  and  that  their  virit  boded  no  good  to  ^em.  They  appeared 
to  be  in  a  wretched  state  of  faidigenoe,  living  chicly  on  seals 
flesh,  which  they  devoured  in  a  raw  state. 

As  the  summer  advanced  the  ice  began  gradually  to  disappear^ 
and  Bafln,  determined  to  keep  a  northemly  counle,  but  at  mid^ 
summer  the  cold  was  so  intense,  that  the  sails  and  ropea  could 
not  be  handled,on  account  of  their  frosen  state.  As  they  approached 
the  latitude  of  75^,  the  ice  had  disappeared,  and  their  hope  of 
success  was  strongly  excited  when  they  saw  befeire  them  an  open 
sea,  the  navigation  of  which  appeared  to  be  free  and  uninterrupt* 
ed  and  leading  perhaps  directly  into  the  Pacific.  Meeting  with 
some  tempestuous  weather,  they  were  forced  into  a  sound,  in 
which  the  whales  were  so  numerous  that  it  was  named  fVkale 
Sound.  Sailing  from  this  sound,  they  took  refoge  m  another 
inlet,  which  extended  northward  to  78*,  ind  to  which  they  gave 
the  name  of  Sir  Hwrntts  SmitKt  Sound.  Speaking  of  this  sound 
Baflin  says,  ''It  is  admirable  in  one  respect,  because  in  it  is  the 
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greatest  Tariation  in  the  compass  of  any  part  of  (he  world  known, 
for  by  diTOTS  ^ood  observations,  I  found  it  to  be  above  five  points 
or  S6P  varied  to  the  westward." 

In  pursuance  of  his  instmctions,  Baffin  directed  his  course  in  a 
south  westerly  direction  and  to  his  great  mortification  soon  made 
land  at  the  entrance  of  a  sound,  to  which  he  gave  the  name  of 
Alderman  Jones's  Sound,  and  proceeding  still  further  westward, 
he  discovered  in  latitude  74^  40'  another  great  opening,  which 
was  named  Sir  James  Lancaster's  Sound.  The  hope  of  the  dis- 
oovery  of  the  passage-  was  now  corsiderably  diminished,  for 
Baffin  began  to  suspect  that  he  was  only  sailing  in  a  large  bay, 
on  the  boundaries  of  which  some  good  harbours  might  be  found, 
but  which  might  not  contain  any  inlet,  or  strait  which  led  into  tho 
Pacific.  In  many  places  the  shore  now  became  inaccessible  from 
ice,  and  which,  on  their  approach  southwards,  appeared  rather 
to  iBcreaee  than  to  diminish ;  having  sailed  down  to  the  latitude 
of  05^  40,  and  the  barrier  of  ice  still  increasing,  all  hope  of 
effecting  the  passage  was  abandoned  ;  several  of  the  crew  were 
disabled  by  sickness,  the  scurvy  having  appeared  amongst  them, 
and  it  was  therefore  determined  to  direct  their  course  for  Oreen- 
land,  where  such  herbs  could  be  gathered  as  would  check  the 
progress  of  the  disease.  Having  remained  there  some  time  for 
the  recovery  of  the  crew,  they  left  on  the  6th  August,  and  ar- 
rived at  Plymouth  on  the  13th  September,  "for  which,  says 
Baffin,  and  all  other  blessings,  the  Lord  make  us  thankful!/' 

The  extreme  severity  of  the  climate,  superadded  to  the  dan- 
gers of  the  navigation,  and  the  risk  of  perishing  by  famine  dur- 
ing the  winter  months,  deterged  the  majority  of  navigators  from 
prosecuting  the  discoveries  in  the  north  west;  and  indeed,  the 
last  voyage  of  Baffin  seemed  conclusive  of  the  impracticability  or 
efiecting  a  passage  round  the  north  of  the  American  continent, 
although  some  were  still  sanguine  enough  to  believe  that  the 
passage  could  be  found,  provided  the  attempt  were  made  at  a 
proper  season  of  the  year,  and  in  a  higher  Iktitude  than  that 
which  had  been  hitherto  explored.  The  English  merchants  co|^ 
sidered  that  they  had  been  imposed  upon  by  the  favourable -^jc 
ports,  which  had  been  successively  promulgated  by  the  diffef^t 
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naTi^totfB,  who  had  been  employed  by  them  in  the  n6rih  westett 
discoveries,  as  not  the  slightest  benefit  had  accrued  to  them  indi* 
vidually,  and  their  patriotism  was  not  of  that  exalted  character, 
as  to  induce  them  to  incur  the  expence  of  an  expedition  for  the 
mere  purpose  of  solving  a  geographical  problem,  or  of  discover- 
ing a  Bomid  or  river,  which  presented  no  other  advantage  than 
offering  a  harbour,  where  their  ships  could  lie  snugly  frozen  in, 
with  perhaps  a  very  remote  chance  of  ever  being  able  to  navigate 
the  ocfean  again. 

Fifteen  years  had  elapsed  since  the  expedition  of  Baffin,  durin([ 
which  interval,  the  discovery  of  the  north  west  passage  waa 
treated  as  one  of  those  chimeras,  which  had  started  into  the  head 
of  seme  visionaries,  without  the  slightest  chance  of  its  realiza* 
tion. 

It  mtBt  however,  be  acknowledged,  that  although  disappoint- 
ment had  attended  every  attempt  to  discover  the  wished-for  pas- 
sage, yet  that  the  attention  of  the  country,  had  been  thereby  drawn 
to  some  great  commercial  undertakings,  amongst  which  may  be 
enumerated,  the  establishment  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company* 
and  the  Greenland  Whale  Fishery.  Still  however,  the  spirit  of 
discovery  was  not  wholly  extinct  in  England,  although  it  might 
have  lain  for  some  time  dormant,  for  in  1681,  Capt.  Fox,  who 
to  make  use  of  his  own  words  "  had  been  itching  after  northern 
discovery,  ever  since  1606,  when  he  wished  to  have  gone  as 
mate  to  John  Knight ;"  obtained  from  Charles  I.>  the  loan  of  one 
of  his  ships,  for  the  avowed  purpose  of  exploring  the  arctic 
regions,  and  discovering  the  north  west  passage.  As  this 
expedition  was  fitted  out  under  the  auspices  of  government,  the 
commander  was  supplied  with  many  scientific  instrmnents,  with 
the  history  of  all  the  discoveries  of  his  predecessors,  and  with 
an  autograph  letter  of  the  king  to  the  emperor  of  Japan. 

Fox«  in  regard  to  b*«  oersonal  character,  was  not  well  fitted 
for  the  commander  of  an  efpediti<m,  in  which  an  indulgent 
and  conciliating  disfiosition  tovrards  the  seamen  was  requisite, 
and  their  esteem  and  attachment  were  to  be  gained  by  affabi- 
lity,  and  a  scTupulow  attention  to  their  wants  and  necessitiea. 
He  was  by  no  means  deficient  in  natural  courage,  but  the  conceit 
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imfressed  upon  his  mhid,  that  he  was  eminently  superior 
in  nautical  skill  and  mental  acquirements  to  any  of  bis  predeces- 
sors. His  Yery  language  partakes  of  this  latter  trait  in  his 
character,  fcr  in  the  history  of  his  voyage  '*  he  admonishes  the 
gentle  reader  not  to  expect  h^«,  any  flourishing  plmtses,  or 
eloquent  terms;  for  this  child  of  mine>  begot  in  the  north  west's 
cold  dime,  where  they  breed  no  scholavs,  is  not  able  to>  digest 
the  sweet  milk  of  rhetoric.^ 

Fox  never  reached  a  higher  latitude  than  66^,  for  bis  progress 
up  HudsonV  Strait  was  greatly  impeded  by  the  ice,  although  in 
size,  the  masses  were  "never  bigger  than  a  large  church/^  He 
clainA  to  himself  the  honor  of  being  the  discoverer  of  an  island » 
to  which  he  gave  the  name  of  Sir  Thomas  Rowe*s  Welcome, 
and  where  he  found  the  burying  places  of  the  natives.  The 
corpse  appears  to  be  deposited  generally  with  the  head  to  the 
westward,  in  a  kind  of  coflin,  made  of  loose  plank>  and  placed 
apon%  platform  of  drift  wood,  which  is  sometimes  raised  to  the 
height  of  two  feet.  With  the  bodies  were  deposited  bows, 
arrows,  and  other  warlike  instruments.  A  double  teckt  of  spars 
of  drift  wood,  put  together  closely,  is  erected  over  the  coffin  as 
a  coverings  to  secure  the  body  from  the  depredations' of  the  foxes.; 
bears,  and  wolves.  The  rapacity  however  of  these  animals, 
enables  them  in  a  short  time  to  break  through  this  feeble  protec* 
lion,  and  not  a  vestige  of  the  corpse  is  then  to  be  found.  In 
some  instances  the  coffin  and  planks  are*  omitted  altogether,  and 
the  corpse  then  rests  simply  on  the  drift  woodi 

Fox  returned  to  JSngland  in  the  month  of  October;  fbll' of  con- 
ceit of  the  discoveries  which  he  had  made,  and  of  the  great  and* 
loble  actions  which  he  had  achieved,  at  the  same  time  boasting 
'  that  he  had  not  lost  one  man  nor  boy,  nor  any  manner  of  tackling 
having  been  forth  near  six  months,  all  glory  b^  to  God.*^  It  did 
not  however  escape  observation,  that  the  pride  of  Fox  was 
^jTonnded  by  the  un&vourable  issue  of  the  voyage,  although  he 
modified  his  chagrin,  by  declaring  that  he  had  contributed  ver^ 
hrgely  to  the  discovery  of  the  north-west  passage,  in  having  been 
tie  discoverer  of  the  island  which  he  had  named  Sir  Thomas 
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Rowe*s  Welcome^  and  where  he  expressed  his  firm  opinion  that 
the  passage  would  ultimately  be  found. 

In  almost  ail  the  expeditions,  which  had  been  fitted  out 
for  the  prosecution  of  the  northern  discoveries^  the  merchants  of 
Bristol  appear  not  only  to  have  been  the  chief  projectors  of  them, 
but  also  to  have  cheerfully  borne  the  whole  expence,  although 
the  object  might  in  reality  be  called  a  national  one,  and  not  in 
any  degree  confined  to  individual  profit.  In  no  instance  was  this 
laudable  and  patriotic  spirit  more  strikingly  evinced  on  the  part 
of  the  Bristol  merchants,  than  when  the  appointment  of  Fox  to 
the  command  of  the  expedition  took  place,  for  they  appeared  so 
resolved  not  to  be  excelled  by  the  London  merchants  in  maritime 
activity,  or  in  their  endeavours  to  discover  an  easier  and  a  shorter 
route  to  India,  that  they  fitted  out  an  expedition  to  the  same 
quarter,  and  the  commander  Captain  James,  was  furnished  with 
the  same  instructions  as  Fox,  and  also  with  the  same  credentials 
from  the  King.  Captain  James  had  distinguished  himself'as  an 
able  seaman  in  several  voyages  which  he  had  made  across  the 
Atlantic,  but  he  was  wholly  ignorant  of  the  art  of  navigating  a 
vessel  amongst  ice,  and  in  fact«  previously  to  his  appointment  to 
the  command  by  the  Bristol  merchants,  it  may  be  said  that  he  had 
never  seen  a  mass  of  floating  ice  in  his  life.  In  Hudson's  Bay 
he  met  with  such  tempestuous  weather,  that  he  says,  '*  the  sea 
so  continually  over-reached  us,  that  we  were  like  Jonas  in  the 
whale's  belly/'  Either  from  timidity,  or  insuperable  obstacles, 
he  was  unable  to  cross  Hudson's  Strait ;  but  there  is  one  circum- 
stance which  redounds  to  his  character,  and  in  some  degree 
absolves  him  from  the  charge  of  cowardice ;  which  is,  that  unlike 
many  of  his  predecessors,  he  determined  to  winter  in  those  inhos- 
pitable regions,  although  he  was  by  no  means  prepared,  either  by 
an  adequate  supply  of  provisions,  or  necessary  clothing  for  his  men, 
to  endure  the  rigour  of  an  arctic  winter.  He  fixed  upon  an  island 
now  known  as  Charlton  Island,  in  latitude  52P  as  his  winter  resi- 
dence, and  a  hut  was  built  for  the  reception  of  the  sick,  which 
being  covered  with  the  main  sail,  and  as  James  expresses  him - 
^self,  '*  thatched  with  snow,''  was  all  the  habitation  which  they 
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had  to  proteet  them  from  the  intense  severity  of  the  winter. 
Fortunately  for  them,  they  were  able  to  collect  a  sufficiency  of 
drift  wood,  to  enable  them  to  keep  up  large  fires ;  but  never- 
theless their  wine,  vinegar,  oil,  and  in  fact,  every  thing  that 
was  liquid  was  frozen  so  hard,  that  they  were  obliged  to  cut  it 
with  a  hatchet.  To  augment  their  sufferings,  they  were  at- 
tacked with  the  scurvy,  which  reduced  the  crew  to  such  a  state 
of  hissitude,  that  it  was  the  month  of  July  before  they  could 
gain  strength  sufficient  to  get  the  ship  in  a  state  of  readiness  for 
their  homeward  voyage.  The  charge  of  extreme  timidity  has  been 
brought  against  James,  in  his  conduct  during  the  whole  of  this 
voyage ;  but  it  is  a  question,  the  solution  of  which  is  rather  in  his 
fiivour,  whether  the  difficulties  which  he  so  magnified  as  to  ren- 
der the  north  west  passage  not  only  an  improbable,  but  an  im- 
practicable object,  remain  not  even  to  the  present  day  in  their 
full  force ;  and  which  the  late  voyages  of  Ross  and  Parry  have 
not  in  the  least  degree  removed.  The  simple  contradiction  of 
the  opinions  of  James  by  those,  who  considered  themselves  to 
be  gifted  with  greater  sagacity  and  skill  in  the  conduct  of  a 
similar  enterprise,  by  no  means  invalidates  the  arguments  which 
he  brought  forward  touching  the  improbability  of  a  north  west 
passage;  they  have  hitherto  been  verified  without  a  single  ex- 
ception, and  the  cavillers  of  James  must  adduce  their  irrefragable 
proofs  of  the  rectitude  of  their  own  views,  before  his  recorded 
opinions  can  be  negatived. 

In  the  Cabinet  Cyclopaedia  are  the  following  remarks  on 
the  subsequent  attempts  to  discover  the  north  west  passage 

"  The  voyages  to  Hudson's  Bay,  although  they  did  not  dis« 
prove  the  existence  of  a  north  west  passage,  were  not  calculated 
to  raise  sanguine  expectations  of  finding  it  in  that  quarter.  Be- 
sides the  difficulties  of  the  navigation,  and  the  hardships  arising 
from  the  climate,  gave  navigators  a  disinclination  to  proceed 
thither.  The  Elnglish  had  almost  forgotten  Hudson's  Bay  when 
an  accident  again  drew  their  attention  towards  it,  and  it  became 
the  object  of  commercial,  when  it  had  ceased  to  awaken  geogra*^ 
pfaical  interest. '' 

The  French  settlers  in  Canada,  in  their  travels  through  the 
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interior  in  search  of  peltry,  at  length  arrived  on  the  shores  at 
Hudson^s  Bay.  One  of  these  adventurers  named  Grosselias, 
having  visited  that  coast,  conceived  that  it  possessed  great  ad- 
vantages  for  the  prosecution  of  the  fur  trade.  He  proceeded  to 
France  and  laid  his  representations  before  government.  He  did 
not  however  meet  v^ith  any  encouragement  from  the  French 
ministers,  but  the  English  ambassador  at  Paris  listened  to  him 
v^ith  attention,  and  gave  him  a  letter  to  Prjnoe  Rupert,  with 
which  he  came  over  to  England ;  here  he  was  fiivorably  received, 
and  immediately  engaged  to  go  out  in  one  of  his  majesty  s  ships, 
not  merely  to  make  a  settlement  in  Hudson's  Bay,  but  also  to 
seek  again  for  the  passage  to  China  by  the  north-west.  Re- 
specting this  projected  voyage,  Mr.  Oldenburgh,  the  first  secretary 
to  the  royal  society,  writes  in  the  following  terms  to  the  cele- 
brated Mr.  Boyle:  " purely  I  need  not  tell  you  from  hence  what 
is  said  here  with  great  joy,  of  the  discovery  of  a  north-west 
passage,  made  by  two  English  and  one  Frenchman,  lately 
represented  by  them  to  his  majesty  at  Oxford,  and  answered  by 
the  royal  grant  of  a  vessel  to  sail  into  Hudson^s  Bay,  and  thence 
into  the  South  Seas ;  these  men  affirming  as  I  heard,  that  with 
a  boat  they  went  out  of  a  lake  in  Canada,  into  a  river  which 
discharged  itself  north-west  into  the  South  Sea,  into  which  they 
went,  and  returned  north-east  into  Hudson's  Bay." 

Captain  Zachariah  Oillam  was  appointed  to  carry  out  Grosse- 
liez  to  Hudson's  Bay,  and  to  prosecute  the  north-western  dis- 
coveries. Gillam  wintered  at  Rupert's  River,  considerably  to  the 
north  of  Charlton  Island,  yet  he  does  not  complain  of  the  severity 
and  long  continuance  of  the  cold,  from  which  James*  company 
sufiered  so  much.  At  this  place  Capt.  Gillam  laid  the  foundation 
of  the  first  English  settlement,  by  building  a  small  stone  fort,  to 
which  he  gave  the  name  of  Fort  Charles.  The  king,  who  had 
encouraged  the  expedition,  continued  to  iavor  the  adventurers  in 
consideration  of  their  having  undertaken  at  their  own  costs  and 
charges,  an  expedition  to  Hudson's  Bay,  for  the  discovery  of  a 
ftew  passage  into  the  South  Sea,  and  for  the  finding  of  some  trade 
»n  furs,  minerals,  and  other  commodities,  whereby  great  advan- 
tage might  probably  arise  to  the  king  and  his  dominions.    His 
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majesty  for  the  better  promoting  their  endeavours  for  the  gO(  d 
^  his  people,  was  pleased  to  confer  on  them  exclusively  all  tl  3 
iuids  and  territories  in  Hudson's  Bay,  together  with  all  the  trade 
thereof,  and  all  other  which  they  should  acquire,  &c.  This 
extraordinary  charter,  with  its  sweeping  exclusive  privileges, 
which  was  granted  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  in  1669,  con- 
tinues without  abridgement  to  the  present  day.  Though  dis- 
covery  was  amongst  the  ostensible  objects  of  this  charter,  the 
indolence  of  monopoly  prevailed,  and  for  some  time  the  north- 
west passage  seems  wholly  to  have  been  forgotten.* 

In  the  beginning  of  the  eighteenth  century,  Mr.  Knight, 
governor  of  the  factory  established  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  company . 
on  Ndson's  River,  learned  from  the  native  Indians,  that  at  some 
distance  to  the  northward,  and  on  the  banks  of  a  navigable  river 
or  inlet,  there  was  a  rich  mine  of  native  copper.  He  immedi- 
ately applied  to  the  company  for  ships  to  discover  this  rich  mine  > 
bis  representations  however  met  with  no  attention,  and  he  was 
obliged  to  r^nind  the  company,  that  they  were  bound  by  their 
charter  to  make  discoveries,  and  he  threatened  to  call  on  govern* 
ment  to  enforce  that  condition  before  they  would  comply. 

Two  ships  were  at  length  fitted  out  for  the  expedition,  the  sole 
direction  of  which  was  entrusted  to  him,  and  he  sailed  in  1719, 
by  God^s  permission  to  find  out  the  Straits  of  Arrian,  in  order  to 
discover  gold  and  other  valuable  commodities  to  the  northward. 
These  ships  never  returned,  and  the  fate  of  Knight  remained  for 
a  long  time  a  mystery.  A  vessel  was  despatched  in  search  of 
I^ight,  but  no  conclusive  information  was  obtained.  In  the 
year  1709,  however,  the  following  melancholy  intelligence  was 
collected  by  Mr.  Heame,  from  the  Esquimaux  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Marble  Island. 

"  When  the  vessels  arrived  at  this  place,  (Marble  Island,)  it 
was  very  late  in  the  fall,  and  in  getting  them  into  the  harbour 
the  largest  received  much  damage,  but  on  being  fairly  in,  the 
English  began  to  build  the  house ;  their  number  at  that  time 
seeming  to  be  about  fifty.  As  soon  as  the  ice  permitted  in  the 
following  summer,  1720,  the  Esquimaux  paid  them  another  visit 

«  rUrinet  Cfdoptcdii^  Marttlaie  &nd  Xnland  Ditcovery,  Vol.  U. 
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hy  which  time  the  number  of  the  English  was  very  greatly  re- 
duced,  and  those  that  were  living  seemed  very  unhealthy.     Ac- 
cording to  the  account  given  by  the  Esquimaux,  they  were  then 
very  busily  employed,   but  about  what  they  could  not  easily 
describe;  probably  in  lengthening  the  long  boat,  for  at  a  little 
distance  from  the  house,  there  was  now  lying  a  great  quantity  of 
^ak  chips,  which  had  been  made  most  assuredly  by  carpenters."^ 
''A  sickness  and  famine  occasioned  such  havock  among  the 
English,  that  by  setting  in  of  the  second  winter,  their  number 
was  reduced  to  twenty.    That  winter,  1720,  some  of  the  Esqui- 
maux took  up  their  abode  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  harbour  Vy 
that  on  which  the  English  had  built  their  houses,  and  frequently 
supplied  them  with  such  provisions  as  they  had,  which  chiefly 
consisted   of   whales'  blubber,    and  seals'  flesh,  and  train  oil. 
When  the  spring  advanced,  the  Esquimaux  went  to  the  conti- 
nent, and  on  their  visiting  Marble  island  again  in  the  summer  of 
1721,  they  only  found  five  of  the  English  alive,  and  those  were 
in  such  distress  for  provisions,  that  they  eagerly  ate  the  seals^ 
flesh,  and  whales'  blubber,  quite  raw,  as  they  purchased  it  from 
the  natives.    This  disordered  them  so  much,  that  three  of  them 
died  in  a  few  days,  and  the  other  two,  though  very  weak,  made 
a  shift  to  bury  them.    Those  two  survived  many  days  after  the 
rest,  and  frequently  went  to  the  top  of  an  adjacent  rock,  and 
earnestly  looked  to  the  south  and  east,  as  if  in  expectation  of  some 
vessels  coming  to  their  relief.     After  continuing  there  for  some 
time  together,  and  nothing  appearing  in  sight,  they  sat  down 
close  together  and  wept  bitterly      At  length  one  of  the  two  died, 
and  the  other's  strength  was  so  far  exhausted,  that  he  fell  down 
and  died  also  in  attempting  to  dig  a  grave  for  his  companion. 
The  skulls  and  other  large  bones  of  those  two  men  are  now  lying 
above  ground  close  to  the  house.    The  longest  liver  was,  accord- 
ing to  the  account  of  the  Esquimaux,  always  employed  in  work- 
ing iron  into  implements  for  them,  probably  he  was  the  armourer 
or  smith." 

The  great  question  of  the  discovery  of  the  north  western  pas- 
sage ceased  for  some  time,  on  account  of  the  great  improbability 
of  its  existence  having  been  so  strongly    expressed    by  Capt. 
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James,  and  other  subsequent  navigators,  to  excite  the  attention 
of  either  the  goyemment  of.  the  country,  or  of  private  adventurers. 
It  was  however,  in  the  year  1773y  that  an  application  was  made 
to  the  Earl  of  Sandwich  by  the  Royal  Society,  who  laid  before  his 
majesty  George  the  third,  a  proposal  for  the  equipment  of  an 
expedition  for  the  purpose  of  investigating  how  far  the  naviga- 
tion to  the  North  Pole  was  practicable.  The  king  hesitated  not 
to  comply  with  the  wishes  of  the  Royal  Society,  and  immediately 
iamed  his  commands  that  every  assistance  should  be  given  to 
wards  the  promotion  of  the  enterprise. 

Capt.  Phipps,  afterwards  the  Earl  of  Mulgrave,  was  entrusted 
with  the  command  of  the  expedition,  and  the  Carcass  and  Race- 
horse bombs  were  selected  as  the  most  proper  vessels  to  be  em- 
ployed. On  the  19th  April,  1773,  Capt.  Phipps  received  his 
commission  for  the  Racehorse,  and  Capt.  Lutwidge  for  the  Car- 
case, and  on  the  4th  June  they  sailed.  The  result  of  this  expo 
dition  by  no  means  fulfilled  the  general  expectations.  The  high- 
est latitude  which  Capt.  Phipps  reached  was  80^  ir  latitude, 
longitude  19^  48^.  He  however  made  some  curious  observations 
respecting  the  formation  of  the  icebergs,  and  which  appear  to 
have  escaped  the  notice  of  all  preceding  navigators.  He  says, 
'*  during  the  time  that  we  past  among  the  Seven  Islands,  we  had 
frequent  opportunities  of  observing  the  irresistible  force  of  the 
large  bodies  of  floating  ice  ;  we  have  often  seen  a  piece  of  seve- 
ral acres  square,  lifted  up  between  two  much  larger  pieces,  and 
as  it  were  becoming  one  with  them,  and  afterwards  this  piece 
so  formed  acting  in  the  same  maenner  upon  a  second  and  third, 
which  would  probably  have  continued  to  be  the  effect,  till  the 
whole  bay  had  been  so  filled  up  with  ice,  that  the  different 
pieces  could  have  had  no  motion,  had  not  the  stream  taken  an 
unexpected  turn,  and  sent  the  ice  out  of  the  bay.'* 

Capt.  Phipps  arrived  in  England  in  the  month  of  September 
with  the  firm  conviction  that  the  navii^tion  to  .  the  North  Pole . 
WAS  not  practicable  higher  than  81°  of  latitude. 
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It  is  Will  known  that  the  diseoT^ry  of  the  north  wefttem  pa&. 
sage  has  always  been  a  &voiirite  object  of  enterprise  with  Mr. 
Barrow,  the  highly  gifted  Secretary  to  the  Adkniralty,  and  at 
his  earnest  reoommendation  it  was  determined  to  fit  oat  an  expe- 
dition, which  was  to  be  sent  forth  with  such  means  and  power, 
as  to  determine  at  once  the  existence,  or  nonexisteiioe  of  the 
Jong  sought  for  passage. 

On  the  11th  December  1817,  C^pt.  Ross  received  a  letter  fSrom 
Sir  Greorge  Hope,  his  former  patron,  and  then  one  of  the  Lords 
of  the  Admiralty,  containing  the  information  that  it  was  the 
intention  of  gorernment*  to  fit  out  two  ships  on  an  expedition 
to  determine  the  existence  of  a  north  west  passage,  and  desiring 
him  to  forward  without  delay  his  consent,  or  dissent  to  take 
the  command  of  it :  Capt.  Ross  was  informed  at  the  same  time 
that  the  ships  would  be  fitted  out  in  the  eompletest  manner  poa- 
Sible ;  that  he  would  be  provided  with  Greenland  pilots,  who  had 
been  accustomed  to  navigate  the  northern  seas,  and  be  aooompa  • 
nied  by  men  eminent  in  geographical  science,  and  nautical  skill. 
Unde^  these  flattering  prospects,  Capt.  Ross  expressed  his  ex- 
treme readiness  to  undertake  the  command  of  the  expedition 
and  on  the  I6th  of  the  saxne  month  he  received  orders  to  proceed 
with  all  possible  despatch  from  Loch  Ryan  to  Greenock,  in  the 
Driver,  and  on  being  superseded,  he  was  to  proceed  to  London. 

Previously  to  entering  upon  the  account  of  his  first  voyage, 
we  will  give  a  few  particulars  of  the  life  of  Capt.  Ross,  whose 
name  will  ever  stand  conspicuous  amongst  the  enterprising 
navigators  of  this  country. 
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fhe  place,  whicli  claims  the  honor  of  having  given  birth  to 
Capt.  Rose,  is  Stanraer,  a  small  fishing  town,  reaiarkable  for  its 
oysters,  on  the  west  cciast  of  Scotland.  He  is  the  younger  son 
cf  the  Rev.  Andrew  Ross,  minister  of  the  Inch,  in  Galloway,  and 
has  one  surviving  brother,  Mr.  George  Ross,  the  projector,  we 
believe  of  the  Arctic  Land  Expedition,  which  is  now  in  progress 
aader  Capt.  Bock.  A  second  brother  was  Ae  late  Major  General 
Ajidraw  Ross. 

At  an  early  period  Capt.  Ross  evinced  a  predilection  for  the 
navy,  but  very  little  information  is  extant  of  the  early  period  of 
bis  professional  servicer.  In  the  year  1806,  he  was  promoted 
to  his  lieutenancy,  and  in  February  1812,  through  the  recom- 
mendation of  Admiral  Sir  George  Hope,  was  promoted  to  the  rank 
ef  commander,  and  on  the  2Ist  March  of  the  same  year,  was  ap- 
pointed to  the  Briseis  brig  of  10  guns,  then  serving  on  the  Baltic 
station.  His  bravery  in  this  ship  procured  for  him  the  Swedish 
order  oi  the  sword.  In  the  night  of  the*  28th  June*  1812,  his 
Heuteoant  Thomas  Jones,  with  a  midshipman  and  18*  men,  most 
gallantly  attacked  and  recaptured  an  Englii^  merchant  ship 
ying  in  Pillau  Roads,  armed  in  expectation  of  such  an  event, 
with  6  guns  and  4  swivels,  defended  by  a  party  of  French 
troops  on  her  deck,  and  surrounded  by  small  crafts  in  the  act  of 
receiving  her  cargo.  In  October,  the  Briseis  captured  tlie  Le 
petit  Poncet»  French  privateer,  of  4  guiis,  and  23  men ;  and 
drove  on  shore  three  other  vessels  of  the  same  description.  The 
subsequent  appointments  of  Capt.  Ross,  were  June'  7th  1814,  to 
the  Actaeon  of  16  guns,  and  August  23Td  1815>  to  the  Driver 
sloop.  At  the  close  of  the  war,  he  had  to  share  the  lot  of  a 
multitude  of  gallant  and  meritorious  oiBcers,  in  being  consigned 
to  half-pay,  and  compulsory  inactivity.  To  an  ardent  and  enter- 
prising  spirit,  accustomed  to  the  bustle  and  restlessness  of  the 
sailors  life,  a  atate  of  inactivity  is  always  irksome,  and  in  the 
highest  aegree  depressing  to  the  spirits.  Capt.  Ross  appeared 
determined  to  emancipate  himself  from  the  languor  which  is  ever 
khe  attendant  upon  a  want  of  employment,  and  the  return  of 
peace,  presented  him  with  a  favorable  opportunity  for  under- 
taking an  enterprise,  upon  which  he  had  probably  first  thought 
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when  a  nameless  and  unnoticed  reefer,  as  well  as  when  in  hi« 
higher  rank  and  maturer  years,  he  cruised  in  the  frozen  north. 
The  enterprise  in  question  was  that  of  exploring  Baffin's  Bay 
and  searching  for  a  north  west  passage  to  the  Pacific  ocean. 

Deeds  of  enterprise  will  always  possess  superior  claims  on 
the  human  mind,  their  chief  tendency  being  to  increase  the 
stores  of  human  knowledge,  to  open  fresh  sources  of  commercial 
peculation,  and  to  excite  in  our  breasts  the  spirit  of  compatriot 
(ride,  in  the  fisime  and  honor  which  belong  to  our  country,  in 
having  been  the  birthplace  of  those  illustrious  characters,  who, 
in  contempt  of  the  most  appalling  dangers,  and  at  a  sacrifice  of 
all  personal  happiness,  venture  into  the  desolate  and  uninhabited 
regions  of  the  world,  where  nature  has  hitherto  sitten  en- 
throned in  the  unbroken  silence  of  a  past  eternity,  and  where 
the  ground  has  hitherto,  never  been  indented  by  the  footsteps  of 
a  human  being. 

According  to  the  orders  received  from  the  Admiralty,  Capt. 
Ross,  proceeded  to 'Greenock,  and  arrived  in  London  on  the  SOth 
December.  He  was  immediately  furnished  with  the  necessary 
directions,  and  after  inspecting  several  ships,  he  selected  the 
Isabella  and  Alexander,  as  being  the  most  suitable,  on  account 
of  the  strength  of  their  build,  for  the  seas  which  he  would 
have  to  navigate.  Having  prepared  every  thing  which  was 
necessary  for  the  safety  of  the  ships,  and  the  comfort  of  the 
crews,  he  received  from  the  Admiralty  the  following  official 
instructions. 

By  the  Commissioners  for  executing  tlie  office  of  Lord  High 
Admiral  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  Ireland^ 
Ifc.  Sfc. 

His  royal  Highness  the  Prince  Regent  having  signified 
his  pleasure  to  Viscount  Melville,  that  an  attempt  should  be 
made  to  discover  a  northern  passage  by  sea,  from  the  Atlantic 
to  the  Pacific  ocean ;  we  have  in  consequence  caused  four  ships  or 
vessels,  to  be  fitted  out  and  appropriated  for  that  purpose,  two 
of  which,  the  Isabella  and  the  Alexander  are  intended  to  proceed 
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together  by  the  north  westward  through  Davis"  Straits ;  and  two, 
the  Dorothea  and  Trent,  in  a  direction  as  due  north  as  may  be 
found  practicable  through  the  Spitsbergen  Seas. 

And  whereas,  we  have  thought  fit  to  entrust  you  with  the 
command  and  direction  of  the  former  expedition,  and  have 
directed  Lieutenant  Parry,  who  has  been  appointed  to  command 
the  Alexander,  to  follow  your  orders  for  his  further  proceedings, 
yon  are  hereby  required  and  directed  to  proceed  to  sea,  with  all 
convenient  despatch  in  the  Isabella,  and  taking  under  your 
orders  the  Alexander  above  mentioned,  make  the  best  of  your 
way  into  Davis*  Strait,  through  which  you  will  endeavour  to 
pass  to  the  northward  without  stopping  on  either  of  its  coasts, 
onless  you  shall  find  it  absolutely  necessary.  In  this  passage 
yon  nuty  expect  to  meet  with  frequent  obstructions  from  fields 
and  islands  of  ice ;  to  get  clear  of  which,  and  to  ensure  the 
safety  of  the  ships  and  people  committed  to  your  charge, 
will  require  from  you,  and  all  who  are  under  your  orders,  the 
greatest  precaution  and  vigilance ;  and  as  the  navigation  among 
loe  may  be  considered  as  an  art  to  be  acquired  only  by  practice, 
we  have  directed  that  there  be  appointed  to  each  of  the  ships 
under  your  orders,  a  master  and  mate  of  whale  fishing  vessels* 
well  experienced  in  those  seas,  from  whose  knowledge  and 
•kill  you  may  derive  material  assistance. 

It  is  not  improbable  that  in  the  early  part  of  the  season,  when 
you  may  be  expected  to  arrive  in  Davis"  Strait,  the  ice  mav 
be  found  to  stretch  across  from  land  to  land ;  but  as  ice  is  known 
to  vary  in  its  position  from  year  to  year,  and  several  times  in  the 
course  of  the  year,  and  in  those  places,  where  not  fast  to  the 
ground,  is  almost  constantly  in  motion  by  winds,  tides,  and 
currents;  if  on  your  arrival  it  should  appear  to  present  a  compact 
barrier,  you  will  of  course  be  prepared  to  avail  yourself  of  the 
first  opening  which  may  be  discovered,  to  pass  to  the  northward. 
As  however  in  the  present  state  of  uncertainty  with  regard  to 
the  movements  of  the  ice,  and  with  the  very  imperfect  knowledge 
we  have  of  this  Strait,  and  still  more  so  of  the  sea  beyond  it,  no 
specific  instructions  can  be  given  for  youi  guidance,  the  time  and 
manner  of  proceeding  to  fulfil  the  ulterior  object  of  your  desti- 
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nation,  In  places  where  impedimenta  may  occur,  must  be  left 
entirely  to  your  discretion,  in  the  exercise  of  which  we  rely  upon 
your  zeal  and  skill  in  your  profession,  for  the  accomplishment, 
as  far  as  it  can  be  accomplished  of  the  service  on  which  you  are 
employed ;  not  doubting  that  every  exertion  will  be  made  on  your 
part,  and  on  4at  of  your  oflBcers,  while  at  the  same  time,  no 
precaution  will  be  omitted,  that  prudence  may  dictate  to  avoid 
accidents,  on  an  enterprise  of  so  arduous  a  nature  as  that  of 
conducting  ships  in  safety,  through  fields  of  ice  in  unknown  seas. 
It  may  not  however  be  amiss  to  suggest,  as  a  general  observation, 
that  a  passage  through  fields  of  ice  is  more  likely  to  be  found 
where  the  sea  is  deepest^  and  least  connected  with  land,  as  there 
is  reason  to  suppose  ice  is  found  to  be  more  abundant  near  the 
shores  of  the  continent,  and  islands,  in  narrow  straits  and  deep* 
bays^and  it  may  also  be  expected,  that  the  sea  will  be  most  clear 
of  ice  where  the  currents  are  strongest,  as  the  stream  of  a  river 
will  continue  open  long  after  the  sides  are  frozen  up. 

From  the  best  information  we  have  been  able  to  obtain,  it 
would  appear  that  a  current  of  some  force  runs  from  the  north- 
ward, towards  the  upper  part  of  Davis'  Strait,  during  the  summer 
season,  and  perhaps  for  some  part  of  the  winter  also,  bringing 
with  it  fields  of  ice  in  the  spring  and  icebergs  in  the  summer. 

This  current  if  it  be  considerable,  can  scarcely  be  altogether 
supplied  by  streams  from  the  land,  or  the  melting  of  ice.  There 
would  therefore  seem  reason  to  suppose,  that  it  may  be  derived 
from  an  open  sea ;  in  which  case  Baffin's  Bay  cannot  be  bounded 
by  land,  as  our  charts  generally  represent  it,  but  must  commnni ' 
cate  with  the  Arctic  Ocean. 

In  passing  up  the  strait,  if  such  a  current  should  be  discovered, 
it  will  be  of  the  greatest  importance  to  you  in  pointing  out  that 
part  of  the  strait,  which  is  likely  to  be  the  least  encumbered 
with  ice,  as  well  as  leading  you  direct  to  the  opening,  by  which 
it  may  be  supposed  to  pass  from  the  Arctic  Sea  into  Davis'  Strait 
In  tracing  this  current,  you  will  soon  discover  whether  it  takes  its 
origin  in  the  north  east  or  nortn  west  quarter,  if  in  the  former, 
you  will  of  course  abandon  all  pursuit  of  it  further,  but  if  it  should 
come  from  the  north  west  or  west^  it  will  prove  the  best  guide 
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J60  can  follow,  to  load  joa  to  the  discovery  of  that  of  which  yea 
are  in  search. 

The  strength  and  direction  of  the  current  should  be  tried, 
once  in  twenty-fonr  hours,  or  oftener  if  any  material  change 
is  observed  to  take  place ;  and  it  will  be  most  advisable  to  take 
its  tenperatore  at  the  sariace  frequently  as  you  proceed,  to  com- 
pare it  with  the  temperarture  of  the  surface  where  there  is  no 
current. 

If  the  reports  uf  several  intelligent  masters  of  whaling  vessels 
maj  be  relied  on,  that  part  of  the  sea  to  the  northward  of  Davis* 
Strait,  which  is  marked  on  charts  as  Baffin's  Bay,  (that  is  to  say 
fiom  the  1^  of  northern  latitude,  to  the  7T^  where  Baffin  is  sup- 
posed to  have  seen  the  land,)  is  generally  free  from  field  ice, 
which  from  its  extent  of  surface,  o&rs  the  greatest  impediment 
to  navigation.  Should  you  find  this  actually  to  be  the  case,  it 
may  be  advisable  to  stand  well  to  the  northward,  before  you  edge 
away  to  the  westward,  in  order  to  get  a  good  offing  in  rounding 
the  north  east  point  of  the  continent  of  America,  whose  latitude 
has  not  been  ascertained,  but  which  if  a  conjecture  may  be  has- 
arded,  from  what  is  known  from  the  northern  coast  of  that  con- 
tinent, may  perhaps  be  found  about  the  72**  of  latitude. 

In  the  event  of  your  being  able  to  succeed  in  rounding  this 
point, and  finding  the  sea  open,  you  are  carefully  to  avoid  coming 
near  the  coast,  where  you  would  be  most  likely  to  be  impeded 
by  fixed  or  floating  ice,  but  keeping  well  to  the  northward,  and 
ia  deep  water,  make  the  best  of  your  way  to  Behring's  Stmit, 
throogh  which  you  are  to  endeavour  to  pass  into  the  Paci- 
fic Ocean,  and  in  the  event  of  your  succeeding  to  pass  this 
Strait,  you  are  then  to  make  the  best  of  your  way  to  Kamtschatka, 
if  you  think  you  -can  do  so  without  risk  of  being  shut  up  by  the 
ice  on  that  coast,  for  the  purpose  of  delivering  to  the  Russian 
government,  duplicates  of  all  the  journals  and  other  documents, 
which  the  passage  may  have  supplied,  with  a  request  that  they 
anay  be  forwarded  over-land  to  Petersburg,  to  be  conveyed  from 
thence  to  London,  and  from  there  you  will  proceed  to  the  Sand- 
wich Islands  or  New  Albion,  or  such  other  place  in  the  Pacific 
Ocean  as  you  may  think  proper,  to  refit  and  refresh  your  crews 
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mnd,4f '^ili^g'yotif^stay  at  such  a  plfitce,  a  safe  opportunliy  should 
occur  ofsending'thebe  papers  to  England,  jou  should  send  du- 
plicates by  that  conveyance. 

If  the  circumstances  of  your  passage  should  he  such,  as  to  en- 
courage your  attempting  to  return  by  the  same  course^  you  may 
winter  at  the  Sandwich  Islands,  New  Albion,  or  any  other  proper 
place,  and  early  in  the  next  spring  may  proceed  direct  for  Beb- 
ring^s  Strait,  and  use  your  endeavours  to  repass  the  same;  and 
should  you  succeed  in  this  attempt,  you  are  to  proceed,  if  possible 
to  the  eastward,  keeping  in  sight  and  approaching  the  coast  of 
America,  whenever  the  position  of  the  ice  will  permit  you  so 
to  do,  in  order  that  you  may  be  enabled  to  ascertain  the  latitudes 
and  longitudes,  of  some  of  the  most  remarkable  headlands  or 
inlets  that  may  occur,  taking  every  possible  precaution,  however 
-against  being  beset  by  the  ice,  and  thus  compelled  to  winter  on 
that  coast. 

Before  however  you  determine  on  returning  by  the  same  way,  you 
vriU  maturely  consider  and  weigh  the  prudence  of  making  such 
an  attempt.  If  your  original  passage  should  be  made  with  faci- 
lity, and  you  see  reason  to  believe  that  your  success  was  not 
owing  to  circumstances  merely  accidental  or  temporary,  and  that 
there  is  a  probability  that  you  may  be  able  also  to  accomplish 
the  passage  back,  it  would  undoubtedly  be  of  great  importance 
that  you  should  endeavour  to  make  it;  but  if  on  the  other  hand., 
it  shall  have  been  attended  with  circumstances  of  danger  or  diffi* 
culty,  so  great  as  to  persuade  you  that  the  attemjgt  to  retura , 
would  risk  the  safety  of  the  ships,  and  the  lives  of  the  crewfl;  ii^. 
this  case,  you  are  to  abandon  all  thoughts  of  returning  by  the 
northern  passage,  and  are  to  make  the  best  of  your  way  honi^« 
wftrds  by  Cape  Horn. 

Previously  to  your  leaving  England,  or  at  any  r^te  before 
your  departure  from  Shetland,  you  are  to  fix  with  Capt.  Bueban, 
to  whom  the  other  expedition  is  intrusted,  upon.  a.  rende^ous  in 
the  Pacific,  and  if  you  should  be  joined  by  the  Dorothea  and  Trent, 
or  either  of  them,  you  are  to  take  them  under  your  commands 
and  having  detached  one  ship  with  a  copy  of  all  your  papera 
and  a  complete  set  of  despatches  respecting  your  proceedings  t^* 
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England,  by  the  route  of  Cape  Horn,  you  are  to  proceed  with 
the  other  ships  to  repass  Behring's  Straits,  as  above  directed,  if 
you  should  have  determined  upon  that  course ;  but  if  you  should 
have  determined  to  return  by  the  south,  you  are  to  take  care  to 
interchange  with  Capt.  Buchan,  copies  of  your  respective  jour- 
nals and  despatches,  or  if  you  do  not  meet  Capt,  Buchan  or  his 
ships,  you  are  to  deposit  copies  of  your  own  papers  on  board  the 
Alexander,  in  order  to  insure  as  far  as  possible,  the  arrival  04 
these  important  documents  in  England,  by  thus  multiplying  the 
modes  of  conveyance. 

If  however,  it  should  happen  that  from  obstruction  of  ice,  or 
any  other  circumstance,  your  progress  to  the  westward  should 
prove  too  slow  to  admit  of  your  approach  to  Behring's  Straits, 
before  the  present  season  shall  be  too  far  advanced,  to  make  it 
SbJe  to  attempt  that  passage,  and  at  the  same  time  your  progress 
should  be  too  considerable  to  the  westward,  to  ensure  your  return 
the  same  season  by  the  way  of  Davis^  Strait ;  you  are  in  that  case 
U>  edge  down  to  the  northern  coast  of  America,  and  endeavour  to 
tnd  out  some  secure  bay,  in  which  the  ships  may  be  laid  up  for 
the  winter ;  taking  such  measures  for  the  health  and  cotnfort  of 
the  people  committed  to  your  charge,  as  the  materials  with 
which  you  are  supplied,  for  housing  in  the  ships,  or  hutting  the 
men  on  shore  may  enable  you  to  do ;  and  if  you  shall  find  it  ex- 
pedient to  resort  to  this  measure,  and  you  should  meet  with  any 
inhabitants,  either  Esquimaux  or  Indians,  near  the  place  where 
you  winter,  you  are  to  endeavour  by  every  means  in  your  power, 
to  cultivate  a  friendship  with  them,  by  making  them  a  present 
of  such  articles  as  you  may  be  supplied  with,  and  which  may  be 
useful  or  agreeable  to  them;  you  will  however  take  care  not  to 
sufler  yourself  to  be  surprised  by  them,  but  use  every  precaution 
and  be  constantly  on  your  guard  against  any  hostility. 

You  will  endeavour  to  prevail  on  them  by  such  reward,  and  to 
be  paid  in  such  manner  as  you  may  think  best  to  answer  the 
purpose,  to  carry  to  any  of  the  settlements  of  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company,  or  of  the  North  West  Company,  an  account  of  your 
situation  and  proceedings,  with  an  urgent  request  that  it  may  be 
forwarded  to  England  with  the  utmost  possible  despatch. 

4  t 
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If  however  all  your  endeavours  should  fail  in  getting  so  far  to 
the  westward  as  to  enable  you  to  double  the  north  eastern  extre- 
mity of  America,  (round  which  these  instructions  have  hitherto 
supposed  a  passage  to  exist,)  you  are  in  that  case,  to  use  all  the 
means  in  your  power  by  keeping  to  the  northward  and  eastward, 
to  ascertain  to  what  extent  you  can  proceed  along  the  western 
coast  of  Old  Greenland,  and  whether  there  is  any  reason  to  sup- 
pose that  it  forms  a  part  of  the  Continent  of  America,  and  you 
are  also  to  endeavour  to  improve  the  very  imperfect  geography  of 
the  eastern  coast  of  America,  and  of  the  island  or  islands  which 
are  supposed  to  intervene  between  it,  and  Disco  Island,  in  Davis 
Strait,  but  you  are  on  no  account,  in  this  latter  case,  to  remain  on 
this  service  so  long,  unless  accidentally  caught  in  the  ice,  as  to 
be  obliged  to  winter  on  any  part  of  the  eastern  coast  of  America, 
the  western  coast  of  Old  Greenland,  or  the  intermediate  Islands, 
but  to  leave  the  ice  about  the  middle,  or  the  20th  of  September^ 
or  the  Ist  October  at  the  latest,  and  make  the  best  of  your  way 
to  the  river  Thames. 

Although  the  first  and  most  important  object  of  this  voyage,  is 
the  discovery  of  a  passage  from  Davis'  Strait  along  the  northern 
coast  of  America,  and  through  Behring's  Strait  into  the  Pacific; 
it  is  hoped  at  the  same  time,  that  it  may  likewise  be  the  means 
of  improving  the  geography,  and  hydrography  of  the  Arctic 
regions,  of  which  so  little  is  hitherto  known,  and  contribute  to 
the  advancement  of  science  and  natural  knowledge. 

With  this  view,  we  have  caused  a  great  variety  of  valuable 
instruments  to  be  put  on  board  the  ships  under  your  orders,  of 
which  you  will  be  furnished  with  a  list,  and,  for  the  return  of 
which  you  will  be  held  responsible ;  and  have  also  at  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  president  and  council  of  the  Royal  Society 
ordered  to  be  received  on  board  the  Isabella,  Capt.  Sabine  of  the 
royal  artillery,  who  is  represented  to  us  as  a  gentleman  well 
skilled  in  astronomy,  natural  history,  and  various  branches  ol 
knowledge,  to  assist  you  in  making  such  observations  as  may 
tend  to  the  improvement  of  geography  and  navigation,  and  the 
advancement  of  science  in  general.  Amongst  other  subjects  of 
scientific  inquiry,  you  will  particularly  direct  your  attention  to 
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the  variation  and  inclination  of  the  magnetic  needle,  and  the 
intensity  of  the  magnetic  force,  you  ^ill  endeavour  to  ascertain 
how  far  the  needio  may  b^  affected  by  the  atmospherical  elec- 
tricity, and  what  effect  may  be  produced  on  the  electrometer  and 
magnetic   needle,  on  the  appearance   of  the   Aurora    Borealis 
You  will  keep  a  correct  register  i  f  the  temperature  of  the  air, 
and  of  the  surface  of  the  sea,  and  you  will  frequently  try  the 
temperature  of  the  sea  in  various  situations  and  at  different  depths. 
You  wHl  cause  the  dip  of  the  horizon  to  be  frequently  observed 
by  the  dipsector,  invented  by  Dr.  Wollaston,  and  ascertain  what 
eflbct  may  be  produced,  by  measuring  that  dip  across  fields  of 
ice,  as  compared  with  its  measurement  across  the  open  sea. 
You  will  also  cause  frequent  observations  to  be  made  for  ascer- 
taining the  refraction;  and  what  effect  may  be  produced  by  ob- 
serving an  object  either  celestial  or  terrestrial,  over  a  field  of  ice, 
as  compared  with  objects  observed   over  a  surface   of  water ; 
together  with  such  other  meteorological  remarks,  as  you  may  have 
opportunities  of  making;  you  are  to  attend  particularly  to  the 
height,  direction  and  strength  of  the  tides,  and  to  the  set  and 
velocity  of  the  current ;  the  depths  and  soundings  of  the  sea,  and 
the  nature  of  the  bottom,  for  which  purpose  you  are  supplied  with 
an  instrument,  better  calculated  to  bring  up  substances  than  the 
lead  usually  employed  for  this  purpose. 

For  the  purpose  not  only  of  ascertaining  the  set  of  the  currents 
in  the  arctic  seas^  but  also  of  affording  more  frequent  chances  of 
hearing  of  your  progress,  we  desire  that  you  do  frequently,  after 
you  shall  have  passed  the  latitude  of  60°  north,  and  once  every 
day,  when  you  shall  be  in  an  ascertained  currents  throw  over- 
board a  bottle,  closely  sealed,  and  containing  a  paper  stating  the 
date  and  position  it  was  launched,  and  you  will  give  similar 
orders  to  the  commander  of  the  Alexander,  to  be  executed  in. 
case  of  separation.  And  for  this  purpose  we  have  caused  each 
ship  to  be  supplied  with  papers,  on  which  is  printed  in  several 
languages  a  request,  that  whoever  may  find  it  should  take  mca- 
suffes  for  transmitting  it  to  this  office. 

And  although  you  are  not  to  be  drawn  aside  from  the  main 
object  of  the  service  on  which  you  are  employed,  as  long  as 
you  may  be  enabled  to  make  any  proa^ress,  yot  whenever  yoit 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


76  FIRST    VOYAGE    OF    CAPT.    ROSS.' 

may  be  impeded  by  ice,  or  find  it  necessary  to  approacb  t1}<* 
coasts  of  the  continent  or  islands,  you  are  to  cause  views  of 
bays,  headlands,  &c.,  to  be  carefully  taken,  to  illustrate  and 
explain  the  track  of  the  vessels,  or  such  charts  as  you  may  be 
able  to  make :  in  w^hich  duty  you  will  be  assisted  by  Lieutenant 
Hoppner,  whose  skill  in  drawing  is  represented  to  be  so  con- 
siderable, as  to  supersede  the  necessity  of  appointing  a  profes- 
sional draughtsman. 

You  are  to  make  use  of  every  means  in  your  power  to  collect 
and  preserve  such  specimens  of  the  animal,  mineral,  and  vege- 
table kingdoms,  as  you  can  conveniently  stow  on  board  the  ships, 
and  of  the  larger  animals  you  are  to  cause  accurate  drawings  t(i 
be  made,  to  accompany  and  elucidate  the  descriptions  of  them. 
In  this  as  well  as  in  every  other  part  of  your  scientific  duty,  we 
tnist  that  you  will  receive  material  assistance  from  Capt,  Sabine. 

You  are  to  use  your  best  endeavours  to  give  instructions  to  the 
same  effect  to  Lieutenant  Parry,  to  keep  the  two  vessels  con- 
stantly together,  and  prevent  their  separation;  if  however  they 
should  separate,  you  are  to  appoint  Lerv^ick  in  the  Shetland 
Islands,  as  the  first  rendezvous,  and  after  that  Love  Bay,  Disco 
Island,  in  Davis'  Strait,  beyond  which  as  nothing  is  known,  no 
other  rendezvous  can  be  appointed.  And  in  the  event  of  any 
irreparable  accident  happening  to  either  of  the  ships,  you  are  to 
cause  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  disabled  ship  to  be  removed 
into  the  other,  and  with  her  singly  to  proceed  in  prosecution  of 
the  voyage,  or  return  to  England,  according  as  circumstances 
shall  appear  to  require  ;  should,  unfortunately  your  own  ship  be 
the  one  disabled ;  you  are  in  that  case  to  take  the  command  of 
the  Alexander ;  and  in  the  event  of  your  own  inability  by  sickness, 
or  otherwise,  to  carry  these  instructions  into  execution,  you  are 
to  transfer  them  to  the  Lieutenant  next  in  command,  who  is 
hereby  required  to  execute* them  in  the  best  manner  he  can,  for 
the  attainment  of  the  several  objects  in  view.^ 

The  foregoing  may  be  considered  as  the  principal  instructions 
laid  down  for  the  conduct  of  Captain  Ross  during  the  expedition, 
and  they  are  drawn  up  with  that  minuteness  as  to  provide  for 
almost  every  emergency  that  could  befal  him  on  his  voyage. 

During  the  stay  of  the  shipf?  at  Deptford,  they  were  joined  by 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


FIRST    VOYAGE    OF   CAPT.    R089  77* 

Mm  Saoheuse,  an  Esquimau}^  native  of  South  East  Bay,  Green- 
land,  whoy  it  appears^  had,  concealed  himself  on  board  the  Tho* 
mas  ami  Ann  of  Leith>.in  the  Qionth  of  May,  1816.     This  man 
had  been  converted  to  Christianity  by  the  missionaries,  and  the 
sAroAg^  desire  w^hich  he  had  to  see  the  country  those  good  men  , 
came  from,  had  induced  him  to  desert  his  own.     He  however 
declared  it  to  be  his  intention  to  return,  when  he  had  learnt  the 
acriptores  and  the  art  of  drawing.     He  related  several  traditions 
current  in  his  country  respecting  a  race  of  people,  who  were 
supposed  to  inhabit  the  north,  adding,  that  it  was  for  the  pur* 
poee  of  communicating  with  them,   and   converting  them  to 
Christianity,  that  he  had  volunteered  in  the  expedition.' 

On  the  18th  April  1818,  the  Isabella  and  Alexander  sailed 
from  Deptford,  and  on  the  30th  reached  Lerwick,  in  Scotland. 
They  were  here  joined  by  the  Dorothea  and  Trent,  and  after  be- 
ing replenished  with  water  and  provisions  from  his  majesty's 
ship  Ister^  Capt.  Forrest,  they  prepared  for  sea  on  the  3d  May  . 
and  having  given  three  hearty  cheers  to  the  Dorothea  and  Trent 
the  vessels  sailed  on  their  respective  expeditions. 

After  encountering  some  tempestuous  weather,  they  fell  in  with 
the  first  iceberg  on  the  26th  May,  in  latitude  58°  36'  longitude 
dp.  From  a  calculation  made  by  means  of  comparison  between 
two  objects,  it  appeared  to  be  about  forty  feet  in  height,  and  a 
thousand  feet  long  ;  imagination  presented  it  under  many  gro- 
tesque fojms ;  at  one  time  it  looked  like  a  white  lion,  and  at 
another  like  a  horse  rampant,  and  served  to  amuse  the  sailors, 
who  naturally  enough  shaped  it  into  the  lion  and  unicorn  of  the 
kings  arms,  and  were  accordingly  delighted  with  the  notion  of 
good  luck»  which  it  seemed  to  them  to  augur. 

On  the  1st  June,  land  was  discovered  to  the  south  of  Coquin*s 
Soond,  where  Baflin  was  said  to  have  landed  on  his  return  from 
liis  last  voyage,  and  the  navigation  now  become  hazardous  in  the 
extreme  from  the  number  of  icebergs,  and  the  floating  fields  ot  ice 
On  the  4th,  the  Isabella  had  a  narrow  escape  in  attempting  to 
weather  a  piece  of  ice,  but  as  good  fortune  would  have  it,  she 
leceived  no  other  injury  than  a  slight  graze  on  her  weather  bow. 
On  the  9th,  continuing  their  course  northward,  they  made  out 
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Romel  Port,  and  Savage  Islands,  and  although  they  were  onljr 
in  fifteen  fathoms  water,  it  was  reckoned  that  their  distance  from 
the  land  was  tweuty-five  miles.  The  ice,  as  seen  from  the  mast 
head  extended  from  the  land,  and  taking  a  westerly  course,  they 
ffteered  between  the  grounded  icebergs,  amongst  rocks  and 
streams  of  ice.  One  of  the  icebergs  was  three  hundred  and 
twenty-five  feet  high,  and  twelve  hundred  feet  in  length.  A 
torrent  of  water  was  running  down  its  side. 

On  the  9th,  the  weather  continuing  moderate,  they  ran  by 
the  edge  of  the  fixed  ice,  sailing  along  until  they  approached 
the  land,  where  the  ice  was  found  closely  to  join  it.  No  water 
being  to  be  seen  from,  the  roast  head,  they  made  fast  to  an 
iceberg,  which  was  aground  near  two  small  islands,  which 
were  suppposed  to  lie  off  North  Bay. 

Some  native  Esquimaux  here  came  off  to  the  ships,  and  fr<>m 
them  the  information  was  gained^  that  the  berg  to  which  they 
had  made  fi^t,  bad  remained  aground  in  the  same  place  since 
the  last  year ;  they  were  also  informed  that  the  ice  was  close  all 
the  way  from  thence  to  Disco^  and  that  no  ship  had  yet  got  up 
thither.  The  Esquimaux  received  several  presents,  expecting  in 
return  that  they  would  bring  off  some  supplies  of  game,  and 
water-fowl  for  the  ships  crews;  on  the  following  day  the  first 
seal  was  shot,  weighing  eight  hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  and  yield- 
ed thirty  gallons  of  oil ;  on  the  same  day  they  fell  in  with  several 
ships  employed  in  the  whale  fishery,  from  the  masters  of  one 
of  them,  the  iitformation  was  obtained,  that  he  had  been  in  tho 
Bay  to  the  westward  of  Disco,  where,  according  to  the  chart, 
there  is  good  anchorage,  but  that  the  whole  Bay  between  Dog 
and  Whale  Islands,  was  covered  with  ice.  By  the  governor 
of  the  Whale  Islands,  he  had  been  informed  that  the  ice  had 
broken  up  and  froze  again,  no  less  than  three  times  during  the 
present  season.  It  was  his  opinion  that  the  sea,  north  of  Disco^ 
might  befi^e  the  time  of  oujr  conference  have  been  clear,  and 
that  a  passage  to  the  north  along  the  eastern  shore  was  feasible. 
On  parting  with  this  vessel,  the  discovery  ships  stood  to  the 
west  and  south,  but  finding  the  ice  firm  they  tacked,  and  returned 
to  their  old  position.    The  weather  coming  on  very  thick,  the 
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Isabella  was  made  fast  to  an  iceberg,  and  the  Alexander  hauled 
alongside.  On  the  evening  of  the  12th,  the  weatlier  became 
clearer  and  a  breeze  springing  up  from  the  north  east,  they  cast 
off  from  the  iceberg,  and  sailed  to  windward  amongst  heavy 
pieces  of  ice.  The  Island  of  Disco  was  now  plainly  seen  bearing 
E.  by  N.,  and  also  seven,  ships  beset  in  the  ice  in  South  East 
Bay.  A  bottle  was  here  buried,  enclosing  remarks,  on  an  ice- 
berg, ascertained  to  be  in  latitude  68»  IV  north  longitude  64<^  la 
west. 

On  the  14th  they  ran  dose  to  the  largest  of  several  islands 
placed  in  the  entrance  of  Disco  Bay,  which  is  called  Whale 
Island.  This  was  apparently  six  miles  in  length,  formed  of  a 
black  rugged  sterile  rock  of  considerabie  elevation,  but  low, 
when  compared  with  the  huge  mountains  of  Disco,  which  were 
seen  over  it. 

The  Island  of  Disco  is  called  by  the  Danes,  Kron  Prins  Island, 
and  is  in  latitude  69^  54'  north,  and  longitude  53^  Sff  west. 
Its  inhabitants  at  the  time  consisted  of  the  governor  of  the 
fiu^ory,  his  wife  and  children,  together  with  six  Danes,  and  a 
nundred  Esquimaux,  who  are  employed  during  the  season,  m 
catching  seals  and  whales.  The  chief  object  of  the  expedition 
in  communicating  with  this  factory,  as  it  could  be  effected 
without  loss  of  time,  was  to  gain  information  respecting  the 
state  of  the  ice,  from  the  Danish  resident ;  guns  were  therefore 
fired,  and  a  kijack  was  despatched  with  a  messenger  inviting 
the  governor  on  board.  This  had  the  desired  effect  and  In- 
spector Flushe,  a  respectable  looking  young  man,  who  had  been 
an  oflBcer  in  the  Danish  navy,  came  on  board  in  a  boat  manned 
by  Europeans.  His  information  was  much  calculated  to  damp 
Ihe  hope  of  getting  to  the  northward  that  season,  as  he  con- 
firmed in  every  respect  the  report  which  had  been  given  by  the 
masters  of  the  whale  ships;  during  the  eleven  winters  that  be 
had  passed  in  that  country,  not  one  had  been  so  severe  and  lasting 
as  the  preceding ;  the  sea  had  frozen  up  in  the  middle  of  Decem- 
ber, where  it  was  usually  open  until  February,  and  the  bay  and 
harbours  of  Dieco  which  were  generally  navigable  towards  the 
end  of  March,   still   continued   shut.     He  considered  that  the 
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iftitMi^fit  to  get  much  further  to  the  north  as  hopeless,  the  Danes 
not  having  been  iCble  to  communicate  by  set  for  two  seasons  past 
with  their  northern  settlements  As  a  proof  of  the  severity-  of 
the  preceding  winter,  they  had  been  obliged  to  kill  their  dogs 
or  food,  owing  to  the  impossibility  of  procuring  seals  during 
Ihe  winter. 

The  information  commmiicated  by  the  Danish  governor,  ex- 
cited no  little  surprise  in  the  mind  of  Capt*  Ross,  .after  the  con- 
fidence with  which  the  diminished  rigor  of  the  climate  had  been 
described  at  home,  before  the  comm^ieement  of  his  voyage,  and 
after  the  anticipations  of  success  which  bad  been  so .  warmly 
entertained,  by  those  who  had  so  eagerly  entered  into  the  plan 
for  promoting  it.  The  report  of  the  Danish  resident  was  cer- 
tainly in  decided  opposition,  to  those  of  the  persons  who  had 
described  the  breaking  up  and  dispersion  of  the  polar  ice,  and 
who  appear  in  this  instance  to  have  been  guided  rather  by 
their  imagination,  than  by  a  real  knowledge  of  the  circumuitances 
attending  this  sea. 

From  Dipco,  Capt,  Ross  steered  his  course  to  the  northward, 
and  on  the  16th,  boarded  several  Greenlandmen,  and  learned 
that  none  of  their  ships  had  been  able  to  penetrate  farther  north 
than  70°  30*,  and  that  he  would  fall  in  with  ice  in  two  hours, 
through  which  he  might  sail  as  far  as  Hare  Island,  where  it 
became  a  solid  body. 

On  the  following  day  the  ships  proceeded,  steering,  along  the 
edge  of  the  main  ice,  and  a  firm  field  stretching  from  north  to 
south ;  they  sailed  on  between  large  floes  and  among  loose  ice, 
the  former  becoming  more  numerous  as  they  advan;^d,  and  the 
latter  more  closely  packed,  till  at  length  they  had  only  a.  narrow 
s.nd  crooked  channel  for  their  passage.  A  ridg^  of  icebergs 
was  now  seen  of  every  variety  and  shape  that  can  be  imaginnd ; 
many  of  them  forming  objects  no  less  singular  than  picturesque, 
and  presenting  an  infinite  diversity  in  their  grouping,  and  in  the 
splendour  and  brilliancy  of  their  colouring* 

On  the  17th,  the  ships  entered  Waygatt  Straits,  and  made 
fast  to  an  iceberg  about  a  mile  from  the  N.  E.  side  of  the  island. 
Here  Capt.  Ross  went  on  shore  and  a?eended  a  mountain,  in  order 
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«a  obcufai  a  ecmapleia  vi«w  of  Uis  sHtMiCmtit  fitidthgf  hr  icIftiMMrible 
to  firoQMd  nilj  ftirili«r  for^om^  diiy*,  he  offered  the  obsemtctry 
$nA  faMroiQiedtBto  be  laifded,  and  er^eiXiA  tetitftfo^the  officers, 
wto  wem  mppoiiMd  to  attefaA  thent;  ddi^ing  Ih^  stay  h^re;  the 
icAber^  to  wMeh  the  ships  Wer^  flisteited,  stiddetiljr  got  afloat, 
and  was  carried  wHh  great  rapidity  towards  the  west,  it  «6oii 
haw^fft^  gtomidetf  again;  lind  the  Alexander  remained  attached 
to  It.  NotwHnstandiag  t!he  ships  were  suttounded  with  ice,  the 
weather  was  hot  and  sultry,  and  it  may  be  said  that  the  crews 
thfoughont  the  whole  of  the;  voyage,  bad  seidofn  reason  to  com* 
plahi  of  cold,  unless  in  fiiTIs  of  snow,  with  east  winds  or  foggy 
weather,  when  the  son  wiis  obbonredy  m6  the  ice  settled  on  the 

Oiv  the  2KHh  June  tfad  strips  left  Wayg&tt,  and  on  the  22tid 
airived  at  Four  Island  Point,  wliere  the  whalers  had  already 
arfhNid,  bttt  Which  Werd  noW  stopped  by  the  ice.  Capt.  Ross 
laaded  befe,  and  a^^eended  a  hit),  but  nothing  except  ^olld  ice 
was  to  be  secfnr  lA  et ery  direction.  At  this  place  ther€^  i^  a  kibd 
of  DmiMk  fttefory,  aAfd  ^me  wretched  Esquimaux  huts,  all  appa- 
mttttf  desert^Nl.  There  is  aho  a  burying  place,  at  which  the 
uageou  of  a-*  Greenland  ship  wtfsf  seen  procuring  hutnan  skuliet. 

The  propels  through  the  ice  was  now  attended  With  the  most 
imikiinetit  danger,  and  on  one  occasion  when  the  ships  were  in 
a  very  dangerous  passage,  a  light  wind  from  the  N.  W.  put  the 
iee  :suddeiily  ift  motion ;  in  spite  of  erei^  exertion  the  Isabella 
was  dfitien  iifto  sixteen  feet  water,  and  tlie  Alexander  wa^  for 
a  ftw  mibUt^  actually  aground. 

By  th^  aMfttitne^  of  the  whalers,  the  ships  were  fretdd  from 
theft^iperBoua  situation,  and  for  the  remainder  of  the  day  conti- 
aifsd  fix4d  fb-an  ic^eb^ig,  teg^her  witb  about  thirty  other  ships, 
alt  anchored  within  pistol  shot  of  the  shore.  The  fol/owifrg 
morning  the^lce  was  in  motion,  and  aboiiC  midnight  fh*y  found 
themasltes  closd  to-  the  land  iee,  near  Unknown  Island,  sd  cUlted 
by  the  Dftnes,  where  they  moored,  together  with  f wettty  other 
aUps,  td  a  Ifeld  6f  ice. 

On  Monday  tlie  »lh  T^apt.  Ro*  ordered  thfe'  Esquimau*,  Joh* 
8acheuse,togoonshore,andto  comfnunicate  with  the  natives.  H« 
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retuFDed  with  seven  natives  in  their  canoes,  or  kajaks.  bringing 
a  siuall  supply  of  birds.  Their  village,  lying  on  the  south  side 
of  the  bay,  appeared  to  consist  of  a  few  huts  made  of  seal  skins 
sufficient  for  the  residence  of  about  fifty  persons.  Being  desirous 
of  procuring  a  sledge  and  dog,  Capt.  Ross  offered  them  a  rifle 
musket  for  one  completely  fitted,  which  they  promised  to  fetch  : 
wiih  much  honesty  of  principle  however,  refusing  to  accept  the 
rifle,  till  they  had  brought  the  sledge.  They  soon  returned,  bring- 
ing the  sledge  and  dogs  in  a  boat,  managed  by  five  women  dres- 
sed in  deer  skins.  The  boat  was  called  a  Umiack,  and  was 
rowed  by  the  women  standing.  Two  of  these  women  were 
daughters  of  a  Danish  President,  by  an  Esquimaux  woman. 

Capt.  Ross  soon  became  acquainted    with  *his  visitors^    and 
invited  them  into  the  cabin,  where  they  were  treated  with  cofiee 
and  biscuit,  and  their  portraits  were  also  taken.     After  leaving  the 
cabin,  they  danced  Scotch  reels  on  the  deck  with  the  sailors, 
during  which  the  mirth  and  joy  of  Sacheuse  knew  no  bounds. 
In  his  own  estimation  he  was  an  individual  of  no  little  conse- 
quence, and  certainly  an  Esquimaux  master  of  ceremonies   on 
the  deck  of  one  of  his  majesty  s  ships,  in  the  icy  seas  of  Green- 
land, wns  an  office  somewhat  new.     A  daughter  of  the  Danist 
President,  about  eighteen  years  of  age,  and  by  far  the  bes 
looking    of  the  group,  was  the  particular  object  of  the  attea 
tions   of  Sacheuse,  which  being  observed  by   one  of  the  offi. 
cers,  he  gave  him  a  lady  s  shawl,  ornamented   with    spangles 
as  an  offering  for  her  acceptance.     He  presented  it  in  a  mos. 
respectful,  and  not  ungraceful  manner  to  the  damsel,  who  bash 
fully  took  a  pewter  ring  from  her  finger  and  gave  it  to  him  in  re- 
turn, rewarding  him  at  the  same  time  with  an  eloquent  smile 
which  could  not  leave  any  doubt  in  the  mind  of  Sacheuse.  th^t 
iie  had  made  an  impression  on  her  heart. 

After  the  ball,  coffee  was  again  served,  and  at  eight  o clock, 
the  party  left  the  ship,  well  pleased  with  their  entertainment 
and  promising  to  come  back  with  a  skin-boat,  which  Capt.  Ro^s 
conceived  might  be  useful  on  the  ice,  Sacheuse  was  permittei.' 
to  e^^cort  ibem,  partly  that  he  might  hasten  their  movements 
Ittid  partly  to  search  for  specimeos  of  natural  history.     The  fol- 
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lowing  d&y  no  tidings  of  Sacheuse,  nor  any  of  the  Esquimaux 
being  received^  a  boat  was  sent  on  shore,  when  it  was  ascer* 
tained  that  he  had  broken  his  collar  bone,  from  the  recoil  of  his 
gun,  he  having  overloaded  it  on  the  principle  of  "  plenty  of 
powder,  plenty  of  kill.*  He  was  brought  on  board,  but  it  was 
some  time  before  the  cure  was  effected. 

The  second  barrier  of  ice  was  passed  on  the  3d  July,  and  on 
the  same  day,  the  ships  were  abreast  of  Sanderson's  hope,  and 
in  sight  of  Woroan'^s  Islands.  A  remarkable  appearance  of  une- 
qual  refraction  was  observed  here  in  the  ships,  which  were  in 
the  immediate  vicinity,  as  well  as  those,  which  were  at  a  dis* 
tance.  Those  within  two  or  three  miles,  seemed  to  be  extended 
to  a  monstrous  height,  while  those  at  double  the  distance,  ap- 
peared to  be  drawn  out  in  a  horizontal  direction,  even  to  flatness 
upon  the  water. 

On  the  4th,  the  third  great  barrier  of  ice  was  passed,  consist* 
ing  of  large  icebergs  in  vast  numbers,  which  were  aground  in 
depths,  varying  from  sixty-three  to  one  hundred  fathoms;  the 
ships  were  now  enveloped  in  a  dense  fog,  which  on  clearing 
away,  discovered  la^d  bearing  true  E. ;  finding  it  impossible  to 
penetrate  further  north,  while  keeping  fer  oflF  the  shore,  they 
stood  in  for  the  land,  and  on  the  evening  of  the  7th,  passed  near 
the  Three  Islands,  described  by  Baffin,  and  situate  within  a  bay 
in  which  several  smaller  islands  were  seen.  Numerous  birds  of 
various  kinds  were  seen  on  these  islands,  as  also  the  first  whale, 
since  the  ships  had  entered  the  arctic  regions. 

For  some  days  the  ships  were  beset  in  the  ice,  beating  up  at 
times  for  several  miles,  and  then  finding  no  exit,  were  obliged 
to  retrace  their  way.  On  the  evening  of  the  16lh,  the  ice  ap- 
peared to  be  opening,  and  they  passed  a  few  miles  to  the  wesi 
of  the  Three  Islands,  and  made  all  sail  Cor-  a  naerow  channel, 
which  was  seen  in  the  ice,  leading,  although  in  a  very  crooked 
direction,  due  N.  N.  W.  They  continued  theip  course  with  a 
&ir  wind  up  this  channel,  which  grew  every  hour  more  intricate 
and  narrow,  at  length  two  floes  closed  in  upon  them,  when  they 
were  completely  jammed  in.  The  Isabella  underwent  a  very 
heavy  pressure,  but  fortunately  without  damage,  although   site. 
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4rat  liAad  sey^ml  iiBet  oh!  of  tbe  wfttdr ;  the  ooncussim  lasted 
fifteen  mimiies^  but  after  two  hours  incessant  labour,  she  was 
hove  through  by  purchaaas  brought  from  each  quarter  and  bow, 
to  the  windlass  and  capstan. 

On  the  2lBt,  land  was  deeotied,  and  an  open  passage  through 
the  ice  leading  northwards.     This  land  was  determined  to  be 
the  Horse  8  Head,  and  the  Rod  Head,  in  TS"*  12.',  being  the  high- 
est latitude  to  whieh  the  ships  employ^  in  the  whale  trade, 
were  known  posttiyely  to  have  penetrated.    The  24th  was  wholly 
employed  in  tracking  through  the  ioe,  a  proceeding,  which  b^ 
oomee  neeessary  when  the  channel  is  too  narrow  to  allow  a  ves- 
sel to  beat,  or  to  be  towed  against  the  wind.     In  executing  tbta 
serviqe,  the  whole  ehip's  company  were  sent  on  the  ice,  and  a 
rope  was  thrown  to  them^  one  end  of  which  was  fastened  to  the 
head  of  the  fdre  mast,  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  the  bigiil  plear 
of  the  uneven  and  sharp  pieees  of  ioe,  usually  found  at  the  edge 
of  the  field.    The  men  having  hold  of  the  other  end,  then  pulled 
the  ship  ahead,  the  musieian  always  leading  the  way.     As  it 
sometimes  happened  that  a  hole,  oovered  with  snow,  or  a  weak 
part  was  foand,  the  men  occasaenally  fell  in,  hot  as  they  never 
let  go  the  rope,  they  were  immediately  pulled  out.    When  this 
aocident  happened  to  the  leader,  i%  afforded  the  sailors  greaw 
ainusement,  and  they  never  Culed  to  exercise  their  wit  on  the 
oocasion. 

On  the  25th,  they  arrived  at  a  point,  between  whieh  and 
Cape  Dudley,  DiggesLiand  had  not  been  seen  by  former  naviga-* 
tors.  The  shore  forms  a  spaicous  bay,  in  the  midst  of  which 
rose  a  remarkable  spiral  rock.  This  was  named  Melville's 
Monument,  and  the  bay  was  called  Melville's  Bay,  out  oi 
compliment  to  the  then  first  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  It  is 
situated  between  latitude  ISi^  1%  b»A  79^,  and  abounda  with 
whales. 

On  the  81st,  they  parted  oeimpany  with  the  last  whaler,  tbo 
Bon  Accord  of  Aberdeen,  with  three  ebe^rs.  Qn  th^  6th  August, 
the  ships  were  eiposed  to  the  most  imminent  danger ;  the  Ice 
began  to  move,  the  wind  increased  to  a  gale,  and  the  oniij 
chance  left  was  to  endeavour  to  force  the  ship  through  it  to  t)Mi 
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Bfiriby  where  i(  partially  opentMl;  the  dumnel  was  however  «o 
mBcb  obiirvieted  by  heavy  fragmeots,  that  their  titmo«t  eflToris 
ware  ineffectttal ;  the  field  cloted  ia  ufon  them,  and  they  felt 
the  pressure  most  severely.  A  large  floe  which  lay  along^side 
of  the  Isabella  appeared  to  be  fixed,  while  on  the  other  side 
aoother  of  consid^able  bulk  was  passing*  along  with  a  rapid 
oiotion,  assumiog  somewhat  of  a  circular  direction,  in  eonse- 
quence  of  one  side  haTing  struck  on  the  fixed  field.  The  pres- 
sure continued  to  increaae,  and  it  became  doubtful  whether  the 
sbip  would  be  able  to  sustain  it ;  every  support  threatened  to 
give  way,  the  beams  in  the  hold  began  to  bend,  and  the  iron 
tanks  settled  together.  At  this  critical  moment,  when  it  seemed 
impossible  to  bear  the  accumulating  pressure  any  longer,  the 
hull  rose  several  feet,  while  the  ice  which  was  more  than  six 
feet  thick,  broke  against  the  sides,  curling  back  on  itself.  The 
great  stress  now  fell  upon  the  bow  of  the  Isabella,  and  sAer  be- 
ing aga^n  lifted  up,  she  was  oaxried  with  great  violence  towards 
the  Alexander,  wbtoh  had  hitherto  been  in  a  great  nUeasure  de- 
coded by  the  Isabella.  Every  efibrt  to  avoid  their  getting  foul 
of  each  otbei  failed  ;  the  ioe  anchors  and  cables  bsoke  one  after 
iha  other,  and  the  stems  of  the  two  ships  came  so  violently  into 
ecmtact,  as  to  crush  to  pieces  a  boat,  that  could  not  be  removed 
in  time.  The  collision  was  tremendous,  the  anchors  and  chain 
plates  being  broken,  nothing  less  than  the  loss  of  the  masts 
was  expected  ;  bat  at  this  eventful  instant,  the  force  of  the  ice 
seemed  exhausted  ;  the  two  fields  suddenly  receded,  and  the 
Alexander  was  passed  with  comparatively  little  damage. 

Neither  the  mastera*  the  mates,  nor  those  men  who  had  been 
all  their  lives  in  tbe  Greenland  service,  had  ever  experienced 
such  imminent  peril,  and  they  declared  that  a  common  whaler 
mmt  have  been  crushed  to  atoms.  The  safety  «n  the  present 
instance  was  to  be  attributed  solely  to  the  perfect  and  admirable 
mannev  ia  which  tbe  vessels  had  been  stiengthened  when  fitting 
for  eervice* 

On  the  8th,  a  petty  ef  offieeis  was  sent  to  esamine  the  nearest 
shore,  vrhioh  apfieered  to  be  about  six  milea  distavi.    It  was 
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ascef  tdined  to  be  an  ishind,  and  was  called  Bushman's  Island,  in 
compliment  to  the  person  who  discotered  it.  It  was  found  to  be 
utterly  desolate,  but  some  piles  of  stone,  resembling  in  their 
appearance  and  arrangement,  the  usual  graves  of  the  Esquimaux, 
shewed  that  it  had  been  inhabited.  On  the  return  of  the  party, 
taking  advantage  of  a  light  breeze  from  the  N.  N.  E.,  the  ships 
proceeded,  but  they  had  made  very  little  progress,  when  the 
crews  were  surprised  by  the  appearance  of  several  men  on  the 
ice,  who  were  hallooing,  as  was  imagined,  to  the  ships.  The 
first  impression  was,  that  they  were  shipwrecked  sailors,  pro- 
bably belonging  to  some  vessel,  which  had  been  crushed  in  the 
lute  gale.  On  approaching  the  ice,  however,  they  were  disco- 
vered to  be  natives,  drawn  in  rudely  fashioned  sledges  by  dogs, 
which  they  continued  to  drive  backwards  and  forwards  with 
wonderful  rapidity.  On  arriving  within  hail,  Sacheuse  called 
out  to  them  in  his  own  language,  some  words  were  heard  in 
return,  to  which  a  reply  was  again  made  in  the  Esquimaux/  but 
neither  party  appeared  to  be  in  the  least  degree  intelligible  to 
the  other.  For  some  time  they  regarded  the  ship  in  silence,  but 
on  its  tacking,  they  set  up  a  simultaneous  shout,  accompanied 
with  many  strange  gesticulations,  and  went  off  in  their  sledges 
with  great  velocity  towards  the  land;  after  they  had  attained 
the  distance  of  a  mile  or  more,  they  halted  for  tibotit  two  hour^^ 
this  was  no  sooner  observed,  than  a  boat  was  sent  to  the  place, 
with  a  stool  of  four  feet  in  height,  on  which,  various  presents, 
'Consisting  of  knives  and  articles  of  clothing  were  left.  This 
however  failed  to  attract  the  attention  of  the  natives;  and  a  se 
cond  boat  was  therefore  sent,  with  directions  to  leave  one  of  the 
Esquimaux  dogs,  with  some  strings  of  blue  beads  around  bi» 
neck,  near  the  same  place. 

It  being  ne«essary  to  examine  if  there  were  a  passage  in  th*. 
place,  the  ships  proceeded  towards  the  head  of  the  pool,  whici 
was  about  four  miles  off;  trusting  in  the  mean  time,  that  thc^ 
natives  would  return  to  the  same  spot.  No  opening  was  however 
found,  and  they  therefore  returned  after  an  absence  of  ten  hours. 
The  dog  was  found  sleeping  on  the  spot  where  he  Was  left,  and 
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the  presenU  remain^. imtpvctied.  A  single  sled^  was  shortly 
after  observed  ai  a  gfeat  diaUiuce,  but  it  immediately  drove  off 
with  great  rapidit/. 

Being  extreonofy  anxious  to  communicate  with  the  natives,  a 
pole  was  prepared  on  which  a  flag  was  fixed,  and  being  carried 
to  an  iceberg,  midway  between  the  ships  and  the  shore,  was 
there  erected,  and  a  bag  contaiuing.  presents  was  fastened  to  the 
pole  within  reach,  and  Ic^ft  there.  The  ships  in  the  mean  time 
were  moored  in  a  convenient  situation,  for  observing  what  might 
take  place. 

On  the  following  day  the  10th,  the  crews  were  rejoiced  to  see 
eight  sledges,  driven  by  the  natives,  advancing  by  a  circuitous 
route  towards  the  place  where  the  ships  lay.     They  halted  about 
a  mile  from  them,  and  the  natives  alighting  from  their  sledges, 
ascended  a  small  iceberg  as  if  to  reconnoitre ;  after  remaining 
apparently  ia  consultation  for .  nearly  half  an  hour,  four  of  them 
descended,  and  came  towards  the  flag  staff,  which  however  they 
did  noft  venture  to  approach      In  the  mean  time,  a  white  flag 
was  hoisted  at  the  main  in  each  ship,  and  Sacheuse  was  de- 
qiatched  bearing  a  white  flag  with  some  presents,  that  he  might 
endeavor   if  possible  to  bring  them  to  a  parley.     This  was  a 
service  which  he  most  cheerfully  volunteered,  requesting  to  go 
onatiended  and  unarmed,  a  request  to  which  no  objection  could 
be  made,  as  the  place  chosen  for  the  meeting*  was  within  half  a 
mile  of  the  Isabella.     In  the  execution  of  this  service,  Sacheuse 
displayed  no  less  address  than  courage.     Having  placed  his  flag 
at  some  distance  from  the  canal,  he  advanced  to  the  edge,  and 
taking  off  his  hat,  made  friendly  signs  for  those   opposite  to 
approach^  as  he  did;  this  they  partly  complied  with,  halting  at  a 
distance  of  three  hundred  yards,  when  they  got  out  of  their  sledges, 
^ad  set  up. a  loud  simultaneous  halloo,  which  Sacheuse  answered 
by  imitating  it.     They  then  ventured  to  approach  a  little  nearer, 
noi  having  any  thing  in  their  hands,  but  the  whips  with  which 
tbey  guide  the  dogs.     Shouts,  words,  and  gestures  were  ex« 
changed  for  some  time  to  no  purpose,  though  each  party  seemed 
in  some  degree  to  recognise  each  other's  language.     Sacheusp, 
after  a  time  thought  he  could   discover  fhat  they  spoke   the 
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Htimooke.dUIect,  dmwling  oii4  then  viird»,  liewfwr^^l^ihoiiii. 
osuai  length.  He  immediately  adopted  thai4iikleA.aji4holdla(f 
DP  ih^  presents,  called  out  to  timm-Jtahheite  f^' 9^m^^m,^i^-miHick 
fhey  answered  Jfaakrie  naahrieai-fiaiie/'iionfh  goatpajfr'tsJ 
other  words,  which  were  made^out  toiseaiw4ha4'lliey  hofMMk'fhif 
were  not  come  to  destroy  them.  The-b^ldeflt  tfaei  appromha4, 
and  drawing  from  his  boot  a  knife«  repeated  "Qohwmj,  Jnmti 
kill  you.""  Sacheuse,  not  intimidaled,  told  tiMN»  iMBi-WM^hoi^ 
man  and  a  friend,  and  at  the  eame  iioM  i\a^m  mtoe  w^irngp  tt 
beads,  and  a  checqu'd  shirt;  but  these  they  beheld >witbiBWort 
distrust  and  apprehension*  still  ealling  "  Go  awiiy,*4o^iiMitiU 
mJ"  Sacheuse  then  threw  them  an  English  knife,  4Byi»9  ^  Tf4it 
that.""  On  this  they  approached  with  caiition»  piek^  jiip.tjM 
knife>  then  shouted  and  pulled  their  nosaa;  these-  a^^onst.^StPt 
imitated  by  Sacheuse,  who  in  return  called  owl .":.  I^gki.y4^i: 
pulling  his  nose  with  the  same  gesture.  Thef  noMi  {^||it|pd  1# 
the  shirt,  demanding  what  it  was,  and  whei^  44^  ^mrm-^ 
article  of  clothing,  asked  of  what  skin  itwae  mfi4o^irSaal|eu«» 
replied  that  it  was  niade  of  the  hair  of  an  aniqml^  «hi«^l)i^ 
had  never  seen,  on  which  they  picked  it  up  wUI^  i^apf^!§aigi9|i,«C 
surprise.  They  now  began  to  ask  many  questioi^'/qp.bjFtl^ 
time  they  found  that  the  language  spoken  by.  theoMieliH^ ^fiyi 
Sacheuse,  had  sufficient  resemblance  to  enable  tbyem.to  |iatdtS$ipyi% 
communication.  v.        .-.  -  .  -  ^  -.^•> 

They  first  pointed  to  the  ships,  eagerly  asking  .,what'<gm9f 
creatures  those  were?  do  they  come  from  the  su9,o|r  ltu^:(qq9(y. 
do  they  give  us  light  by  night  or  by  day !  Sacheuse .  tol4  ^^^ 
that  he  was  a  man,  that  he  had  a  father  and  nMith/drJ^Q^.^^epHK 
selves,  and  pointing  to  the  south,  said  that  he  Cftn^e  ffofa  #  ^^'^ 
taqt  country  in  that  direction.  To  this  they  answeredf  *'  Tbat^fftj^r, 
not  be,  there  is  nothing  but  ice  there/'  Th<^  agaia  i^f^f^f 
what  creatures  these  were,  pointing  to. the  abipfi^  ta.;wJpiffflt 
Sacheuse  replied,  that  they  were  houses  made  <if  .wpp.d«  Ttwr 
tbey  seemed  still  to  discredit,  answering, "  No  they  Aie.al)]7ft;i(9; 
have  seen  them  move  their  wings/'  Sacheuse  now  encfu^.P^ 
them  what  they  themselves  were,  to  which  they  re^iedj  ||^egt 
wer^  men,  and  lived  in  that  direction,  pointing  to  the  north* 
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lal  Ifaete  y/nof  mudi  wttc^  tliere,  and  that  thej  had  come  ta 
itb  for  aea^twicoms. 

'-  Doriiig  the  whole  of  this  coiiTeTiation,  Capt.  Roes  had  been 
OMplojKod  with  a  good  telescope  in  bbserving  their  motions,  and 
be  beheld  the  first  man  approach  with  every  mark  of  fear  and 
^stnwt,  lookhig  ftequentiy  behind  to  the  other  two,  and  beck* 
OBing  them  to  come  on,  as  if  for  support ;  they  occasionly  re 
treated,  then  adranced  again  with  cautious  steps  in  the  attitude 
of  Heteniiig',  generally  keeping  one  hand  down  by  their  knees, 
in  feailfBeas  to  pull  out  a  knife  which  they  had  in  their  boots ; 
in  the  other  hand  they  held  their  whip  with  the  lash  coiled 
op;  their  sledges  remained  at  a  little  distance,  the  fourth 
men  being  apparently  stationed  to  keep  them  in  readiness  for 
esrspe.  Sometimes  they  drew  back  the  covering  they  had  on 
their  heade,  as  if  wishing  to  catch  the  most  distant  sounds ;  at 
whieb  time  Aeir  features  could  be  discerned,  displaying  extreme 
terror  %tA  amazement,  while  every  limb  appeared  to  tremble 
se  tfa^  moved.  Sacheuse'was  now  directed  to  entice  them 
to  the  ehip,  and  tvro  men  were  sent  with  a  plank,  which  was 
(riaeed  across  the  chasm  which  separated  them,  they  appeared 
still  much  akrmed,  and  requested  that  he  only  should  come  over, 
be  accordingly  passed  to  the  opposite  side,  on  which  they  earn- 
estly besought  him  not  to  touch  them,  as  if  he  did  they  should 
eer'iJiinly  die.  After  he  had  used  many  arguments  to  persuade 
them  that  he  was  flesh  and  blood,  the  native  who  had  shown  the 
moat  courage,  ventured  to  touch  his  hand,  then  pulling  himself  by 
the  nose,  set  up  a  shout,  in  which  he  wa^  joined  by  Sacheuse 
and  the  other  three;  the  presents  were  then  distributed,  con- 
sisting of  two  or  three  articles  of  clothing,  and  a  few  strings  of 
b^ds ;  after  which,  Sacheuse  exchanged  a  knife  for  one  of  theirs* 

The  hope  of  obtaining  some  important  information,  as  well  as 
the  interest  notumlly  excited  for  these  poor  creatures,  made  Capt, 
Ross  impatient  to  communicate  with  them  himself,  and  he  there- 
fore desired  Lieut.  Parry,  to  accompany  him  to  the  place  where 
the  party  were  assembled  ;  it  appearing  to  Capt.  Ross  that  Sac- 
heuse had  failed  in  perffuading  them  to  come  nearer  the  ships,  they 
accordingly  provided  ihemselvos  with  additional  presents,  con- 

4  N 
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fliitiog  of  tookmg  glamef  aod  knives^  tof  efhisr  with  some  c^pa 
and  shirts,  and  proceeded  towards  the  spot  wh^re  the  conference 
was  held  with  increased  ener^fy «    By  the  time  Capt«  Ross  reached 
it,  the  whole  were  assembled;  these  who  bad  been  originaJl/ 
Vft  at  a  distance  with  their  sledges,  having  been  driven  up  to 
yoin  their  comrades.    The  party,  therefore,  now  consisted  of  eight 
natives,  with  their  sledges  and  about  fifty  dogs,  two  sailors 
Sacheuse,  Capt.  Ross,  and  Lieut.  Parry  ;  forming  a  gvoup  of  no 
small  singularity,  not  a  little  iacmased  by  the  peculiarity  of  the 
mtuation  on  a  field  of  ice,  fiir  from  the  land.    The  aoiae  and 
clamour  may  be  easily  conceived,  the  whole  talking  and  shouting 
together,  and  the  dogs  howling,  while  the  natives  were  flogging 
them  with  their  long  whipe  to  preserve  order. 
'  The  arrival  of  Capt.  Ross  and  his  party  prodoced  a  vtyibie 
alarm,  causing  them  to  retreat  a  few  steps  towarda  their  sledgfss; 
on  this  Sacheuse  called  upon  them  to  pull  their  noses,  as.ba  had 
discovered  this  to  be  the  mode  of  friendiy  salutation  witb  tham^ 
This  ceremony  was  accordingly  performed  by  each  of  the  party, 
the  natives  during  their  retreat  making  use  of  the.  same  geaturea 
the  nature  of  which  was  not  before  understood.    In  Ae  aame  way 
the  party  imitated  the  shouts  of  the  natives  as  well  as  they  oettld, 
using  the  same  interjection  Heigk  yawf  which  was  aftei^wards 
found  to  be  an  expression  of  surprise  and  pleasure..    They  theu 
advanced  towards  them,  while  they  halted,  and  presented  tfca 
foremost  with  a  looking  glass  and  a  knife,  repcaiing.  the  sai^e 
presents  to  the  whole,  as  they  came  up  in  succession.    On  nrajug 
their  faces  in  the  glasses,  their  astonishment  appeared  eciEtreme» 
and  they  looked  round  in  silence  for  a  moment  at  each  ot)i#r, 
and  then  at  the  strangers,  immediately  afterwards  they  set  i^]i  a 
general  shout,  succeeded  by  a  loud  laugh,  expressive' of  efuLreme 
delight  as  well  as  surprise,  in  whidi  the  party  jeiBed>  partly  frpm 
mability  to  avoid  it,  and  willing  also  to  show  that  they  were 
well  pleased  with  their  new  aoqoaintanee. 

Having  now  acquired  confidence  the  natives  advauoed,  eCftripg 
In  return  for  the  knives^  glasses,  and  beads ;  tiieir  own  knires. 
Sea  Unicornis  horns,  and  Sea  Horse  s  teeth,  which  were  accepted. 
By  this  time  the  officers  of  both  ships  had  surrounded   them. 
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widls  (he  how  of  the  kabolla,  trUltsh  WM  cio«o  to  the  tee,  tftfs 
crowded'  with  the  cvew;  und  ceirtttiiily  a  mere  ludicrous,  yet 
interetttrng  ecene  wA»  Iler?e^  iMheU;  than  ibei  whfeh  teok  'ptaite 
while  they  were  reviewing  the  ship>  vor  k  H  fasftible  to  oebvey 
to  the  imagiDation^  any  thing  like  a  jast  repteseotation  of  the 
wiid  atnasemeiit/joy  and  fear,  which  eaeceeai^ely  peivaded  the 
couliteQances,  kdA  governed  the  goeluree  of  tbeie  creatares,  who 
gave  fidl  v^nt  to  their  feelings.  Their  shoots,  halloos,  and 
hughter  were  heartily  jeined  in,  and  imitated  hy  all  hands^  as 
well  as  the  ceremony  of  nose  pulKng,  which  coaAd  not  fitil  to  in- 
crease the  mirth  of  the  sailoia  and  of  the  whole  party. 

The  natives  mowaccoubpatiied  the  party  to  that  pari  of  the  bow 
of  the  ship,  from  Which-  a  rope  bdder  was  suspended,  and  Uie 
mode  of  inbutttiag  it'  was  shown  them>  bnt  it  was  a  eonBideiahle 
time  htfbit^  ibey  ebolld  be  prevailed  upon  to  aseead  ;  the  new 
wondefs  that  tioW  sunmiifded  them  on  every  side  caiMied-  fresh 
astohishineiit,  Wh4ch  sifter  a  moment  of  suspense  always  termi- 
ttBted  in  loud  and  hearty  Imighter. 

'1%e^nly  tidng  they  looked  on  with  contempt  was  a  littlo 
terrier  <dog,  jddgitig  no  dovd»t  that  it  was  too  small  for  drawing 
«'sMlge;'  bat'they  shrank  back  as  if  in  terror  frcwi  a  pig,  whose 
prtetod  eaffs  and  ferocious  aspect,  being  of  the  Shetland  breed, 
presented  somewhat  of  a  formidable  appearance.  This  animal 
4a]^p^(dlig  to  grant,  one  of  them  was  so  terrified,  that  he  became 
from  ahstanoMwot  uneasy,  and  appealed  impatient  to  get  out  of 
A«  sMp. 

*  Ailioiigothev  anmements  aflbrded  to  the  officers  and  men  on 
beard,  by  their,  trials  on  the  inexperience  of  the  natives,  was  the 
efieet  prodneedtipon  them  by  eeeing  their  feces  in  a  magnifying 
mirror:  their  grimaces  were  highly  entermitting,  while  like 
kionkies,  they  looked  first  into  it,  and  then  behind  it,  in  hope  of 
'indhtg  the  monster^  which  wn^  exaggerating  their  hideous 
gestures.  A  watch  was  also  held  to  the  ear  of  one,  who  sup- 
^^oehAg  it  alive,  ttsked  if  it  was  good  toeat«  On  being  shown 
the  glass  of  the  skylight  and  binnaGle,  they  touched  it,  and 
ikiriTed  to  tenow  whart  kind  of  ice  i%  was.  During  this  scene 
ene  of  them  wandered  to  the  main  hatchway,  and  stooping  down 
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df^lAwajyio^  ar:^0ik49jry  ip^vJI^  ^if.Afrn  attitude  and  figure  did 
not  lQ98:,04cite.^bQ>. 911^11/99  of  tbf^  iB3c^t  wba  f<M:>  the  fifst  litoq 
di^a9^e«^d  fnwie  UMxpo^^  pfl^^qU^Uieff.  in  the  dress  of  the 
qntlTefw . :  .        ....  .    .    'J     I 

Tbfty  w«ra 'BOW  loaded  with  warious  preheats,,  ^onaistixig  of 
isotwe  articles  of  elothiog*  biaeuit,  and  pieces,  of  wood.  Thej 
then  deported,  pronising  to  ret^ro  ae  soon  as  they  had  eaten  and 
sleipt,  but  there  were  uat  any  means  of  explaining  to  them 
w^(  to.merrow  meaot«  The  parting  was  attended  with  the 
ceremony  of  pulling  noses  on  both  sides. 

,Qa  the  lUh  August,  tlie  drifting  of  the  ice  was  the  fbrenmner 
oC  4ijB<^hei;ly  bvfei^,  which  made  the  situation  of  the  ships  nq 
IW^M  i^M^hK  they  weie  therefore  ohligM  to  QasVlooae>  sQd. 
af^  ^p^i^jlhrei^b  several  iiarrow  channeiJa  and  much,  leose 
^^t/t^}^,a(lvaDfi^dr^^m  mile9  to  the  westward,  apd.  forAuaately 
foffj^  f^R)a/9e,.of. safety  u^der  the  lee  of  a  very  Ij^ge  ipehei^g,, 
y^hU^.  Ky  ^g^ofinfl  in  pi^e.  hfondred  and  fifty  i^thom^  No  aponer 
1^P?R®^  Y(^^.|i)oth Jihipfs  fest,  than  an  immense  floe.pf  ice,  with 
twQ,§fn9Jll,t>ergs,  in  it,,  came  into  contact  with  the  large  berg»  the 
co^ei^  ,o^^w)M^h,wa9  raised  several  feet;  a  huge  pie^e^of  the, 
pfjf^pic^.WA9.|s}n|ck  off  by  the  concussion,  and  fell  with  a  dreads 
fill  cra8h»hreak.iag.the  ice  below  it,  and  raising  a  wave  that  rent 
tbe  floe  ip  pieces,  for  several  hundred  yards,  and  made  the  sl^ip^ 
roll,  cop^idefably..  The  ice  ttien  took  a  circular  motion,.and  com- 
pletely closed  the  spot  which  the  ships  had  left  but  a  few  minutes 
b^Qre,  It  continued  to  drift  the  whole  day,  and  a  heavy  fall  of 
em^yi  <ooming  on,  the  land  could  not  be  seen ;  the  weather  hoiy- 
oy^f  b^gan  to  clear  at  midnight,  and  a  bottl^  containing  a^ 
nai;ratiy^.of  t|)e  prooeedings  was  left  on  the  floating  ice» 

^^t^^.fQllpwiiig  day  ws|k  sufficiently  clear  to  allow  of  some  good 
ob^ryfitigns  being /nade,  and  having  taken  accurate  bearings  of 
tl^e  land,  it^  was.  found  .to  form  a  spacious  bay,  which  was  named 
after  the  Prince  Regent,  in  con^memoration  of  b^s  royal  bighnes^^ 
b|rlhday^        .,  . 

^  On.  t^e  Idth^  the  berg  f)y  whici)  the  ships  had  been  protected, 
baying  separated  in  sc^verjal  pieces^  the  ships  cast  off  and  made 
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ndt;  blitfteiftire  they  had  ^ret^cted '  Wii  'mles  to  the  treflri^^aVdv" 
they  Were^  ^o|iped  by  »  betriei*  of  1iirg«  floe^^awd  bevg»,  whieti 
■eenie<!  to  extenif  ftmn  iRcrlttttQ  to  the  mmn  Ite.  Theattxiity-* 
sphere  w'as  ^xtr^nlely  cl^r,  tra^^tl  diMant  objeots  soMHed  wonder- 
fully raised  by  refraction.  It  was  afterwards  ascertained*  tliat 
the  fend' seen  from  th^  mast  head,  must  have  been  at  the  imoionso 
distance  of  one  hundred  and  forty  miles.  The  ice  was  now 
closing'  in  Updn  them,  tfao  weather  had  every  appearance  of  a 
gale,  and  no  time  was  therefore  lost  fn  seeking'  a  place  of  shelter, 
which  they  were  fortunate  enough  to  find  close  to  an  icebergs 
that  was  firmly  secured  to  the  land  ice. 

They  had  not  remained  long  at  their  moorings  before  they 
were  gratified  by  the  appearance  of  three  of  th6  natives  at  a 
dfsbncel  SiEicheuse  was  furnished  with  presents  and  sent  to^ 
s^lc  to  themV  and  he  found  they  were  not  hi«  former  acquaint*' 
anc^/'f](tit  other  natives,  who  had  received  a  good  report  of  tlte  ^ 
stdlB^rs,  dn^  therefore  they  had  not  testified  any  ahinn  at  tiheir 
$Lpp6B,Ykn6e ;  Capt.  Ross  accompained  by  Lieut;  Parry  repaired 
til  tile  ^lace '  of  commnmication,  and  liaving  performed  the 
eustoflaary  ceremonies,  invited  the  natives  on  board ;  they  wer^ 
howeVer  no  Sooner  on  board  than  they  began  to  b^g  and  steal, 
laying  iheir  fiiands  on  every  small  piece  of  wood  which  they  met 
wflli,  ana  pocketing  every  nail  that  they  could  find  about  the  ship. 
/Cft'er  spending  some  time  in  helping  themselves  to  whatever 
a{i][ieared  portable ;  Meigack,  who  had  promised  to  introduce  his 
wife  to  them,  and  his  two  sons  accompanied  by  three  other 
Esquimaux,  *  were  shown  into  the  cabin,  where,  after  much 
solicitation,  they  gave  a  specimen  of  their  dancing.  While 
CapiV  Ross  and  his  party  were  amusing  themselves  with  the 
strange  distortions  of  the  dancers,  and  too  absorbed  in  the  con- 
templation of  the  singular  scene  before  them,  to  pay  particular 
atWhtion  to  the  actions  of  the  other  natives^  Meigack  took  the 
opportunity  to  slip  unobserved  into  the  state  room  and  purloined 
Capt.  Ross^  best  telescope,  a  case  of  razors,  and  a  pair  of  scissors^ ' 
which  he  artfully  concealed  in  his  tunic,  and  then  rejoined 
the  party  as  if  nothing  had  happened.  He  however  did  not 
|j<cape  the  vigilance  of  the  steward,  who  followed  him"  on  deck. 
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there  cliargeiT  liim  With  fitealfng'thc;  tkrtkfea;  uttd  me^da  tmc 

return  them,  vhi^h  he  dM  wl'flibtit  the  4ettsf  hl»feiHaCioo.      ^    .     « 

Capt.  fios8  n6w  found  fiitilt  wfth  ^Mgudcfbr^taoi  bringing  hts. 

wife  to  see  them,  when  he  inquired  if  the  daptainV  nation  con-. 

leisted  wholly  of  men,  or  if  there  -were  wt>nMi  ankmgst  theniv 

On  this   Capt.  Ross  showed  him  a^portrait  of  Mrs.  Robb,  at 

which  the  whole  party  seemed  much  surprised,  and  for  soooe 

time  'seemed  to  think  thai  tfad  picturd  was  alive.  *  A  tfaouj^it 

then  suddenly  9e>emod  to  strike  th«m,  that  the  ladiea  might  ba 

in  the  other  ship,  upon  which  they  all  set  «ff  for  the  Alexaiadaf, 

but  finding  their  mistake  they  soon  retumed^  evidently  raud^ 

disappointed.      A  parcel  was  in  the  mean  time  madaap,  as- a 

present  to  their  kingTiiloowah  and  put  int<i  a  oanvais  bag,  biA 

Saeh^oso  di^cOVer^d  that  there  was  no  great  probability  of  the 

presents  being  delivered,  on  account  of  the  pilfering  disposiiim 

of  th^  peopte,  and  thei^re  Captt.  Ross  determiiiod  ta  ddsrac 

thbni  in  person;  the  natives  left  the  l(hip  pr^midiag  te'{i«lm« 

with  some  ^cimehs  of  the  iron,  for  which  Ca|^,  RosaundtsflAoh 

to  gite  them  a  large  harpoon,  a  lanc>e>  and  aiarge^pieov  of^a 

brokeil  spar,  teliing  them  at  the  s4me  time  that  they*  should  not 

be  permitted  to  come  on  board,  nor  reeetve  any  6vlher  fireaenta^ 

tilt  they  brought  it.     Tho  natives   retwned  eo  the  fi)lh>wtBg 

day,  but  brought  neither  the  iron  nor  the  df«eses>  mi  which  thej 

were  refiised  to  come  on  board,  when  they  beoanie  ndii^.^andl 

impertinent.    They  said  tbey  bad  be^  to  InmaHtck,  a  fiaadlaad 

lo  the  northward  to  procure  stones,  for  the  purpeee  «f  outting'  txtf 

ihe  iron  from  the  rock,  and  they  also  gave  the  ioforn^tMi  iiml 

the  water  was  cleat*  of  ite  on  the  northem  aide  of  the  ,-C)a^. 

This  intelligence  could  notfuil  to  raise  the  spirits<ef  CafNl.'Raas 

asj  k  inspired  him  with  the  hope  of  making  mxm^  pto^ess^  ag 

^<)or>  as  he  might  be  able  to  move  from  his  prea9Bt]po8itao»»   .  j^ 

Cn  the  Kth  the  large  iceberg,  which  had  so  long  defoUMied  tfhe 

ships  from  the  tfrift  ice,  and  fmm  the  gale  separated  fraoa  the 

}and  ice,  and  took  a  bcmlherly  diveetion.     Towards  the  enreaixii^ 

ihe  fee  had  opc^ned  snflSeiently  lo  warrant  an  attsnopt  t(»  eiect  gk 

^ti^shg^  tb-  the  tiotthward,  but  Capt.  Ross  being  very  anxious 

■nut  io  quit  htseosition  without  seme  ibrther  oommanication  with 
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the  MiivM,  ^auin  i»ft».8eDt  to  th«:  xqast  lusad  to  look  out  for  (henu> 
The  MtW««  kovBM^f.iMit^H^pemiig,  tlie  ships  cast  loose  from 
tbii  m^  ma^nmiQ  fiail.fromr^iitf^  Rogent's  Bay.  Capt.  Rosa 
givin^^tliaiiiskiM  of  the  Arctia.Hlgbiandii  to  the  country,  being 
sMuite  be};«r6eii  IImt  kuitttdes  of  76<>  aud  W  40  norths  and  the 
loagiUides  of  «[P  and  li""  west. 

On  thd  17lhj  tbeeQiurse  was  continued  along  the  land  at  the 
distMMe  •£  fkwe  or  rix  niles>  among  numerous  icebergs,  and 
pieced  of  loose  ieoi '  IjL  wms  nofw  discovered,  that  the  snow  on 
th»  W0O4»f  tlM  difti  presented  an  appearance  both  novel  and  in- 
lerestiiig^  being  aptpaf  stttly  stained  or  covered  by  some  substani^e, 
which  gave  ft-a  deep  crimson  colour*  Many  conjectures  were 
Iwlned  eoBoemiDg  the  caNse  of  this  appeavance,  and  a  party  was 
ddepectched  irom^the  ship  to  bring  off  some  of  the  snow.  It  was 
ionadlkaft  thessienRr  was  penetrated  in  mojoj  places,  to  a  depth 
of  teki  or  twelve  feet  by  the  colouring  matter,  and  that  it  had  the 
•fpMiraiM^  of  kftving  been  a  long  time  in  that  state*  On  being 
bsoo^t  on  bdard,  the  snow  was  examined  by  a  microscope, 
■adgBtfyieg  ll#  tinbs%  and  the  substance  appeared  to  conidst  of 
psrtfdos;-' resembling  a  very  minute  round  seed,  all  of  them  be«- 
ingof  ther^stna^  sise,  and  of  a  deep  red  colour.  On  being  die^ 
aoivody  the  water  had  the  appearance  of  muddy  port  wine,  and 
rail  few4iottm  it  deposited  a  sediment,  which  was  ag^iin  exa^ 
wrinod  by  tho  mkroscope,  and  on  being  bruised,  it  was  found  to 
W  eonpoeed  wholly  of  red  matter,  which,  when  applied  to 
^per,  prodneed  a  colour  resembling  that  of  Indian  red.  It 
vras  flk^  opinion  of  Dr.  Wollaston.  that  this  was  not  a  marimb 
ptodfactidn;  but  a  vegetable  substance  produced  on  the  moun- 
taMMmwedi&tely  above  it. 

tntffb  ofening  they  came  in  sight  of  Cape  Dudley  Digges, 
where  the'  sttuotion  of  the  ice  obliged  them  to  pass  very  close  to 
lAe'4aiid^'  and  as  they  appreaehed  the  coast,  a  considerable  swell 
waerpMsdivedfor  the  first  time,  which  was  considered  as  rather 
n^&wmrflArfe  omen.  Cape  Dudley  Digges  was  found  to  be  skfew 
Tniles  to  the  southward  of  the  eiiuntion  ia  which  Baffin  has  laid 
it  down ;  it  appea^d  to. form  a  precipice  of  about  eight  hundred 
fcet  in  height,  was  perfoedy  ekar  of  :-«m>w,  and.  presented  a  yel- 
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lAwisli  vegetation  at  the  top ;  behind  it,  at  the  distanoe  of  eigih^ 
teen  miles,  there  were  eeen  high  mountains^  covered  with  mow. 
About  six  miles  to  the  north  of  CapeiDudlej  Digges,  a  beauti- 
ful glaqier  was  seen,  filling  up  a  space  of  four  miles  square,  and 
extending  several  miles  into  the  sea.  Its  height  appeared  to 
be,  at  least  one  thousand  feet.  To  the  northward  several  huts 
were  plainly  distinguished,  which  Capt.  Ross  was  led  to  believe 
to  be  Petowack.  Wolstenholme  Island  was  now  in  sight  to  the 
northward,  and  as  the  ships  were  steering  for  it,  with  a  fine 
breeie,  and  the  sea  almost  clear  of  ice,  all  idea  of  communicat- 
ing with  the  king  of  the  Arctic  Highlands  was  given  up,  the 
hope  of  attaining  the  grand  object  of  the  enterprize,  being  now 
raised  to  such  a  height,  as  to  make  that  which  was  considered 
desirable  a  few  hours  before,  an  object  of  no  moment  whatever* 

On  the  19tbi  Carey  s  Islands  were  discovered,  which  may  be 
considered  as  the  highest  degree  of  latitude  which  Capt.  Rosa 
reached,  being  in  latitude  76^  4V  north,  and  longitude  73^  10 
west. 

His  course  was  now  to  the  south  west,  and  after  passing  aeve* 
ral  Headlands  and  Bays,  which  were  named  in  honour  of  his 
private  and  professional  friends,  the  expedition  may  be  ssid 
to  have  arrived  at  that  point,  where  all  hope  of  obtaining  the 
great  object  of  the  enterprise  was  banished,  and  by  which,  Capt. 
Ross  exposed  himself  on  his  return,  to  the  most  severe  animad- 
versions, not  only  from  the  public  in  general,  but  even  from  some 
of  the  officers  who  accompanied  him  on  the  expedition.  As  the 
opinions  which  Capt.  Ross  then  held,  laid  the  foundation  of 
the  subsequent  expeditions  of  Capt.  Parry,  and  it  may  also  be 
added  of  that  expedition,  which  constitutes  the  chief  feature  of 
this  work,  it  is  considered  requisite  for.  the  right  understanding 
of  the  subject  in  all  its  bearings,  that  the  statement  of  Capt.  Ross 
should  be  fully  laid  down  in  order  that  it  may  be  seen,  whether 
the  charges  which  were  brought  against  him  have  been  substan- 
tiated by  future  navigators,  and  whether  he  were  in  reality  de* 
serving  of  that  obloquy,  which  was  so  indiscriminately  and  pro- 
fusely heaped  upon  him. 

On  the  29th  August^  the  nearest  land  was  the  southern  point 
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of  Bank's  Bay,  to  which  C&pt.  Rossi  g^ave  the  name  of  Cape  Cnn« 

9ki>mtm9^Cm»i^\»in*mfm^^  .Tbo.aai«tbenvexli4tiiitf^ 
tkeiMid  wan  oai^ad  Cape^h^o|t0,  bwne  ia  latitude  74'''ai^'«»fill 
uA  iMf^lude  79?  dp' w^eat*.  TbeJandrOoald  B0tl>erap|iroaehldl 
searar  tkan  fife  league  on  Mpcmnt  of.  th»  paoked  ioow  Betw^im 
Cape  Charlotte  audih^laiid^  w.wide  opening  appeared,  butrthe 
wkifi  aluftlIlglo4h^  westward^  i%  could  iiot  be  explored  rtf^r 
mivA  aborily  afiecivatds.  veeiing  to  the  eonthwatd^  the  4i{p9 
tac^ad^and  stood,  in  uuderall  sail.  On  the  00lh»  the  weatheo 
bcyog  thick  aad  cloudy^  they  eoatinoed  to  stear  so  as  to  gaio:4h0 
aolddle  of  the  opening,  bat  the  wind  being'  light  aod  i^ariablei 
aotmii^  progress  .was  made.  The  land  was  now  seen,. wbieh 
fiofi^a  the.  nprtbecn  side  of  the  opening,  extendiag  from  west  to 
imsth^  ,WK  a  chain  of  high  mountains  covered  with  enow,  Ia  e 
s^oft.  lime  aftfsrwatds,  the  south  side  of  this  opening  wfts  dis- 
Cfvrered^  estending  from  S.  W.  to  S.  Kformii^  abo  a  ehliin  of 
mj^gh  mountains. 

It  may  be  necessary  to  premise  by  way  of  elucidation,  that  thit 
stait  or  opepjng  was  no  other  than  Laa<^tar  Sound,  ia  whieh  the 
repulation  of  Capt.  Ross  ran  the  risk  of  beiag  wrecked,  without 
the  p^pect  of  the  slightest  salvage  being  after ward^sebtained. 

^Tha  entrafioe  of  the  channel  was  judged  to>  be  about  forty* 
6ve  miles  wide,  the  land  on  the  north  side  lying  in  an  E. 
N,£.,  end  W.  S..W.  direction,  and  on  the  south  sidenearly^f^lft 
and  weAt.  J  In  the  afternoon  of  the  dOth,  the  wind  having-ol^Ug* 
ed  the, ships  to  stand  to  the  south  side,  Capt,  Ross  bad:au)  exeeU 
knt  view  of  the  most  magnificent  chain  of  movadmn^j  ^wkidk 
he  had  ever  beheld:  this  chain,  and  the  cape  which  terminajtee 
it,  and  forms  the  eastern  extremity  of  the  land  on  that  side  of 
the  channel,  was  named  after  Sir  Byara  Martin,  the  comptroller 
of  I|is  majeaty's  navy. 

.  During  the  Slst,  much  interest  wasexcited  on  board  by  the  appeoX'^ 
ance  of  this  strait,  the  general  opinion  being,  that  it  was  only  ^ni^ft^ 
let;  the  land  was  seen  extending  across,  the  yellow  sky  was  peco^plt 
ible,  and  the  temperature  of  the  water  began  to  decjrease*  ^  .TJ^ 
mast's  bead,  and  crow's  nest,  were  crowded  with  tbos^  ,9rba^wf(re 

So  -        t. 
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the  most  anxious,  but  nothing  was  finally  decided  at  the  setting 
of  the  sun.  Early  on  the  following  morning,  land  was  seen  at 
the  bottom  of  the  inlet,  but  a  thick  fog  coming  on  pot  an  end 
for  a  time,  to  all  further  observation.  The  land,  which  was  seen 
was  a  high  ridge  of  mountains,  extending  directly  across  the 
bottom  of  tlis  inlet.  This  chain  appeared  extremely  high  in  the 
centre,  and  those  towards  the  north  had  ai  times  the  appearance 
of  islands,  being  insulated  by  the  fog  at  their  basses.  Although  a 
passage  in  this  direction  appeared  hopeless,  yet  Capt.  Ross 
determined  to  explore  it  completely,  as  the  wind  was  favourable, 
and  therefore  continued  all  sail ;  the  weather  had  now  become 
variable,  being  alternately  cloudy  and  clear,  Mr.  Beverley 
went  up  to  the  crow's  nest  and  reported,  that  before  the  weather 
had  bec<»m8  thick,  he  had  seen  the  land  across  the  bay,  except 
for  a  very  short  space.  Although  all  hopes  were  given  up, 
even  by  the  most  sanguine  that  a  passage  existed,  it  was 
determined  to  stand  higher  up,  and  to  put  into  any  harbour, 
which  might  be  discovered.  As  they  stood  up  the  bay,  two  capes 
on  the  south  side  were  discovered,  one  of  which  was  named 
after  the  Earl  of  Liverpool ;  the  land  which  formed  the  boundary 
on  one  side  of  Catherine's  Bay,  was  named  Cape  Hay. 

Capt.  Ross  having  issued  his  orders  that  he  should  be  called 
on  the  appearance  of  land  or  ice  a-head,  and  on  its  being 
reported  that  there  was  some  appearance  of  the  weather  clearing 
at  the  bottom  of  the  bay,  he  immediately  went  on  deck,  and  in  a 
short  time  afterwards  the  weather  clearing ;  he  distinctly  saw  the 
land  round  the  bottom  of  the  bay,  forming  a  chain  of  mountains^ 
connected  with  those  which  extended  along  the  north  and  south 
sides.  This  land  appeared  to  be  at  the  distance  of  eight  leagues. 
A  continuity  of  ice  was  also  seen  at  the  distance  of  seven  miles 
extending  from  one  side  of  the  bay  to  the  other,  between  the 
nearest  cape  to  the  north,  which  was  named  after  Sir  George 
Warrender,  and  that  to  the  south,  which  was  named  after 
Viscount  Castlereagh.  The  mountains  which  occupied  the 
centre  in  a  north  and  south  direction,  were  named  Croker^s 
Mountains,  which  mountains,  Capt.  Parry  in  his  subsequent 
voyage  sailed  over.     The  south  west  corner,  which   formed  a 
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spacious  bay,  completely  occupied  by  ice,  was  named  Barrow's 
Bay;  the  north  corner,  which  was  the  last  Capt.  Ross  made  out, 
was  a  deep  inlet,  and  as  it  answered  exactly  to  the  latitude 
given  by  BaflSn  of  Lancaster  Sound,  Capt.  Ross  entertained  no 
doubt  that  it  was  the  same,  and  he  considered  it  a  most  remark- 
able instance  of  the  accuracy  of  that  able  navigator,  a  meed 
of  praise  which  future  navigators  will  not  be  much  inclined  to 
award  to  Capt,  Ross,  when  sailing  up  Lancaster  Sound,  they  look 
for  the  Croker  Mountains. 

Capt.  Ross  being  now  satisfied  that  there  was  not  any  passage 
in  this  direction,  directed  his  course  to  the  south  east,  and  early 
on  the  Ist  l^eptember,  Cape  Byam  Martin  was  in  sight.  Towards 
noon,  preparations  were  made  for  landing  in  a  small  bay  to  the 
northward  of  Cape  Byam  Martin,  and  the  country  was  formally 
taken  possession  of,  in  the  name  and  on  behalf  of  his  Britannic 
Majesty,  and  a  bottle  containing  the  proceedings  of  the  ships^ 
was  buried  on  the  summit  of  a  conical  mount  near  the  centre  of 
the  bay. 

In  conformity  with  his  official  instructions,  which  were,  that 
Capt.  Ross  should  leave  the  ice  about  the  15th  or  20th  September, 
he  now  determined  to  prepare  for  his  voyage  homewards,  coasting 
along  the  western  coast  of  Davis'  Strait,  until  he  arrived  in  the 
latitude  of  Cumberland  Strait,  which  may  be  considered  as  the  most 
southernmost  point  which  the  expedition  reached.  It  must  however 
be  observed,  that  the  second  in  command,  as  well  as  the  officers  and 
crews  of  both  vessels  were  dissatisfied ;  they  believed  their  com- 
mander to  be  in  error,  and  were  but  ill  content  to  sail  homeward, 
just  as  they  seemed  to  be  on  the  point  of  making  some  important 
progress  in  their  search.  Unmoved  however  by  remonstrance  or 
discontent,  Capi.  Ross  returned  home,  and  in  the  publication  of 
his  narrative,  he  was  assailed  from  all  quarters,  which  was  not 
a  little  increased  by  the  appointment  of  Lieut.  Parry  to  the  com* 
mand  of  another  expedition,  which  was  instructed  to  sail  up  the 
very  strait,  the  passage  of  which,  according  to  Capt.  Ross,  was 
blocked  up  by  the  Croker  Mountains,  and  where  he  had  given 
it  as  his  decided  opinion  that  the  passage  was  not  to  be  found. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


100  FARRT'fl  rillST   VOTAOK. 


CHAPTER  lU, 


THB  LA^T  VOYAGE  OF  CAPTAIN  ROSS,  PERFORMED  IN  THE  YEARS  IsaO-W-Sl-sa  ft  St. 

The  failure  of  Capt.  Ross'  expedition,  so  far  from  discouragini^ 
the  British  government  appeared  to  have  given  it  a  new  impuSto, 
and  two  vessels  the  Heela  and  the  Griper,  the  first  commanded 
by  Lieut.  Parry,  and  the  latter  by  Lieut.  Liddon,  were  prepared 
for  a  new  expedition.  The  ships  were  victualled  for  two  yearff, 
with  all  the  strength  that  naval  architecture  could  devise»  and 
with  the  roost  liberal  regard  to  the  comfort  of  the  crew,  the 
majority  of  whom  had  been  employed  on  the  expedition  of  Capt. 
Ross.  It  was  the  opinion  of  Lieut.  Parry,  as  well  as  several  of 
the  officers  who  had  accompanied  Capt.  Ross,  that  the  researches  in 
Lancaster  Sound  had  been  prematurely  abandoned,  and  that  Capt, 
Ross  had  in  several  instaucoscomrnitted  himself  in  the  report,  which 
had  been  drawn  up  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Isabella  and  Alex- 
ander, whilst  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Croker  Mountains.  The  most 
sanguine  expectations  were  therefore  entertained  by  Lieut.Parry,of 
being  able  to  effect  the  passage  in  the  very  quarter  where  Capt  Rosa 
had  relinquished  the  undertaking,  and  accordingly  he  directed 
his  course  direct  for  Lancaster  Sound,  which  he  entered  on  the 
•29th  July,  in  latitude  73°  61',  and  longitude  SV  50'.  After  en- 
countering many  difficulties,  he  sailed  up  a>  strait  to  which  he 
gave  the  name  of  Barrow  s  Strait,  and  entered  an  inlet  ten  leagues 
broad,  which  he  called  Prince  Regent's  Inlet.  Having  sailed  up 
this  inlet  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles,  his  further  progress  was 
arrested  by  a  solid  bulwark  of  icebergs;  he  therefore  returned 
to  its  entrance,  and  continued  his  course  westward,  giving  names 
to  various  bays,  headlands,  &c.,  until  he  arrived  in  the  longitude 
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of  IKy*  west,  where  his  crew  became  entitled  to  £5000.;  the 
ottly  parliamentary  reward,  which  has  ever  been  claimed. 

After  passing  a  long  and  dreary  winter  at  Melyille  Island,  the 
expedition  reached  in  the  following  year  the  most  western  point 
by  thirty  degrees,  which  had  been  yet  attained  to  the  northward 
of  the  American  coast,  being  IIQP  48'  ^^  west  longitude,  and 
74*  ^  SC  north  latitude.  It  here  became  evident  from  the  solid 
appearance  of  the  ice,  that  farther  progress  in  that  parallel  was 
impossible,  and  the  expedition  returned. 

The  result  of  the  last  voyage  having  considerably  strengthened 
the  hope  of  a  passage  being  to  be  found,  although  in  a  lower  lati* 
tnde;  anew  expedition  was  equiped,  and  Capt.  Parry,  having 
been  promoted,  sailed  in  the  Hecia  and  Fury  in  1821 ;  proceeding 
westward  through  Hudson's  Strait  to  the  Repulse  Bay  of  Middleton, 
which  he  carefully  surveyed,  without  finding  any  second  outlet. 
After  passing  the  winter,  he  made  sail  through  Fox's  channel,  and 
with  considerable  difficulty  entered  a  strait,  which  he  named  after 
his  ships,  <'  the  Hecla  and  Fury."'  Here  he  passed  a  second 
winter,  making  several  land  excursions  on  Melville  Peninsula  and 
Coekbum  Island,  which  closed  the  proceedings,  the  sickly  state 
of  the  crews  making  an  immediate  return  necessary. 

The  information  gained  by  this  voyage  proved  the  impossi- 
bility of  a  communication  with  the  Polar  Sea  in  that  direction, 
but  it  was  hoped  that  the  desired  passage  might  still  be  discovered 
through  Prince  Regent^s  Inlet,  and  Capt.  Parry  was  again  ap- 
pointed to  make  the  attempt  in  this  direction.  He  sailed  in 
1824;  after  wintering  at  Port  Bo  wen,  he  succeeded  in  penetrat- 
ing as  &r  as  longitude  9\^  W  west,  and  latitude  IV  42'  north. 
Here  one  of  the  ships,  the  Fury,  was  nipped  by  the  ice,  and  it 
was  foond  necessary  to  make  some  repairs :  during  the  removal 
of  her  stores,  she  was  further  damaged  by  a  violent  storm,  and 
there  became  no  alternative,  but  to  abandon  her.  Such  provisions 
and  stores  as  were  not  required  were  made  secure  on  Fury  Beach, 
aiMi  the  Hecla  returned  to  England.  Capt.  Parry  made  a  fourth 
voyage  the  following  year,  with  the  aim  of  reaching  the  North 
Pole,  but  not  a  single  discovery  was  made  worthy  of  any  notice» 
and  so  utterly  destitute  was  the  expedition  of  all  interest  or  ad* 
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vantage,  that  it  was  regarded  in  the  character  of  a  Quixotic 
undertaking,  and  met  with  gen<«ral  ridicule  and  censure.     It  may 
indeed  be  considered  as  the  last  of  the  goyernment  expeditions, 
for  although  the  country  raised  not  a  murmur  at  the  expence 
incurred  in  the  previous  voyages  of  Capt.  Ross  and  Parry,  so  long 
as  a  great  and  national  object  was  to  be  attained,  yet  severe 
indeed  were  the  animadversions,  which  were  cast  upon  the  govern- 
ment, for  advancing  any  sum  of  money  on  an  expedition,  which 
might  gratify  the  adventurous  spirit  of  the  projector,  but  the 
result  of  which  was  to  be  nothing  more  than  fixing  a  broomstick 
with  the  colours  of  England  attached  to  it,  in  the  ice,  on  a  par- 
ticular spot  of  the  globe,  and  then  having  given  three  hearty 
cheers,  to  retrace  their  steps  and  leave  the  broomstick  with  its 
appendage,  to  be  swept  away  by  the  next  storm,  or  perhaps  to 
frighten  the  first  bear,  which  might  venture  within  view  of  so 
alarming  an  object.     From  this  expedition,  it  was  augured  that 
Capt.  Parry  would  return  on,  or  before  the  ensuing  quarter  day, 
and  the  augurs  were  not  wrong  in  their  divinations. 

In  the  mean  time,  whilst  Capt.  Parry  was  prosecuting  his  dis- 
coveries amongst  the  Esquimaux  in  the  west,  and  in  the  north 
was  attempting  to  grasp  with  his  hand  the  spindle  of  the  globe, 
in  the  former  of  which  he  had  completely  falsified  the  report  of 
Capt.  Ross,  as  far  as  the  geography  of  Lancaster  Sound  was  con- 
cerned ;  and  in  the  latter  had  furnished  an  additional  proof,  if 
any  were  wanting,  that  John  Bull  is  an  animal  more  easily  to  be 
gulled,  than  any  other  in  the  great  menagery  of  human  bipeds ; 
Capt.  Ross  was  domiciliating  amidst  his  native  heather  at 
Stanraer  or  elsewere,  casting  ever  and  anon  like  his  great  proto- 
type Columbus,  a  wistful  eye  towards  the  westward,  but  from 
some  strange  and  unaccountable  associations,  which  must  have 
been  floating  in  his  mind,  he  always  averted  his  look  from  the 
mountains  which  bounded  his  prospect  to  the  northward. 

At  times  the  buz  of  popular  ridicule  reached  him  in  bis 
seclusion,  and  in  a  bright  and  glorious  moment  of  his  life, 
rushed  the  grand  conception  into  his  mind,  that  although  a  man 
may  have  failed  once  in  the  acomplishment  of  a  favourite  project, 
it  does  not  follow  either  logically,  philosophically,  or  naturally. 
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that  he  should  fail  a  second  time.  Deeply  indeed  did  he  feel 
the  stigma,  which  had  been  cast  upon  his  character,  and  certainly 
it  must  be  admitted,  that  he  was  incessantly  persecuted  by  the 
malignity,  as  well  as  the  ignorance  of  a. host  of  pseudo  critics, 
philosophers  and  men  "learned  in  science,"'  who  did  not  hesitate 
in  the  most  unblushing  manner,  and  without  the  slightest  regard 
to  the  already  too  deeply  wounded  feelings  of  Capt.  Ross,  to 
promulgate  their  opinion,  that  even  if  a  north  west  passage  did 
actually  exist,  he  was  not  exactly  the  man  to  find  it  out ;  m 
which  most  strange  and  impertinent  opinion,  no  one  could 
possibly  differ  from  them  more  than  Capt.  Ross  himself.  In  the 
thermometer  of  public  estimation  the  gallant  captain  stood,  like  hii^ 
thermometer  in  Lancaster  Sound,  twenty  degrees  below  Zero ; 
and  with  the  Admiralty,  as  our  gallic  neighbours  would  term  it, 
be  stood  en  mauvaise  odeur,  so  that  although  he  expressed  his 
ihorough  conviction  that  the  discovery  of  the  north  west  passage 
was  yet  to  be  accomplished,  yet  the  heads  of  that  department, 
either  from  a  gross  (atuity,  or  a  stupid  inability,  properly  and 
justly  to  appreciate  the  merits  of  Capt.  Ross,  did  not  seem  in  the 
least  disposed  to  furnish  him  with  the  opportunity  of  verifying  his 
conviction,  arising  perhaps  from  their  having  privately  a  convic- 
tion of  their  own,  that  the  conviction  of  Capt.  Ross  was  not  founded 
on  truth ;  in  vain  he  urged  that  he  was  not  the  first  individual  on 
record,  who  had  returned  from  a  voyage  or  a  journey,  and  had 
reported  the  discovery  of  an  object,  which  although  it  might 
have  been  actually  in  existence  at  the  period  of  its  discovery 
was  not  to  be  found  on  the  following  day  ;  and  by  way  of  il- 
lustrating this  part  of  his  defence,  he  quoted  the  very  apposite 
affair  of  a  certain  renowned  general,  who  being  asked  by  his  in- 
quisitive monarch,  if  he  had  discovered  any  thing  between 
Windsor  and  London,  most  sagaciously  replied,  that  he  had 
discovered  a  great  fog  on  Houuslow  Heath,  which  certainly  was 
not  to  be  found  on  his  return  to  Windsor  on  the  following  day. 
Despite  however  of  this  powerful  argument,  the  Lords  of  the 
Admiralty  remained  enshrined  in  their  official  suUenness  ;  in  the 
opinion  of  Capt.  Ross,  a  degree  of  torpor  had  come  over  them 
truly  alarming  to  the  country,  and  he  now  began  to  perceive 
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that  as  Hope*  had  departed  from  the  Board,  and  from  the 
Irorld  also,  there  was  little  or  no  hope  left  for  him. 

It  cann>t  excite  any  surprise  that  the  anxiety  of  Capt.  Ross, 
to  purify  himself  from  the  obloquy  that  clung  to  him,  should  have 
been  so  intense ;  smarting  as  he  was  under  the  castigation  which 
he  was  continually  receiving,  and  the  severity  of  which  was 
increased  on  the  return  of  Capt.  Parry,  reporting  that  he  had 
safely  sailed  over  the  Croker  Mountains,  and  had  penetrated 
nearly  two  thousand  miles  beyond  them ;  but  then,  who  was  the 
individual  that  had  pointed  out  to  Capt.  Parry,  the  route  by 
which  he  was  to  steer — who,  but  Capt.  Ross  himself?  Who  had 
laid  down  so  exactly  the  latitude  and  longitude  of  the  place, 
that  a  collier's  boy  could  have  navigated  the  vessel  directly  to- 
wards it — who,  but  Capt.  Ross  himself?  Who  was  the  person, 
that  had  brought  home  some  of  the  mud  of  the  sound,  which  his 
deep  sea  clamm  had  raised  from  the  bottom  of  the  ocean,  at  a 
depth  of  six  hundred  and  fifty  fathoms — who,  but  Capt.  Ross 
himself?  then  let  the  great  principle  of  Nelson's  motto  be  acted 
upon ;  let  not  the  Palmam  ferat,  qui  meruit  be  withheld  from 
Capt.  Ross ;  nor  Capt.  Parry  be  allowed  to  deck  himself  with  the 
plumes,  which  belong  so  indisputably  to  another. 

Various  indeed  were  the  causes  assigned  for  the  conduct  of 
Capt.  Ross  at  the  termination  of  his  first  voyage,  acting  as  he 
did  against  the  avowed  opinion  and  advice  of  the  officers  under 
him,  and  while  one  ascribed  his  failure  to  pusillanimity,  a  second 
was  inclined  to  attribute  it  to  sheer  ignorance  and  incapacity ;  a 
third  to  a  kind  of  second  sight,  peculiar  to  his  countrymen,  who 
sometimes  see  things,  which  have  no  existence  in  reality,  .and  a 
fourth  sought  for  it  in  the  jealousy  and  selfishness  of  the  Hudson's 
Bay  Company.  It  is  true,  that  in  1752,  one  Joseph  Robson,  who 
was  a  surveyor  to  the  company,  and  who  had  resided  six  years 
in  the  country,  published  a  book,  in  which  he  assigns  the  reason, 
that  the  monopolizing  spirit  of  the  Hudson^s  Bay  Company,  is  the 
sole  cause  of  the  discovery  of-  the  north  west  passage  not  having 
been  accomplished.    Rnbson  says,  from  the  information  collected 

«  Allttdlnff  to  Sir  George  Hope,  the  patroa  of  Cnpt  Ron, 
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from  the  Esquimaux,  who  came  from  the  west  ward,  that  the  passage 
undoubtedly  exists,  but  that  so  long  as  the  Hudson's  Bay  Com- 
pany oppose  the  discovery,  it  will  be  in  vain  to  attempt  it.  An 
anonymous  writer,  on  discussing  the  premature  return  of  Capt. 
Ro«8,  alludes  strongly  to  this  opinion  of  Robson,  and  says  there 
was  something  suspicious  in  the  Captain  of  the  Isabella  giving  j» 
ngnal  to  return,  without  any  just  reason,  when  he  was  just  in 
sight  of  the  desired  object,  of  which  all  the  other  officers  com- 
plained; but  on  his  return  he  ordered  them  to  deliver  op  all  their 
papers,  in  order  that  he  might  publish  just  what  he  pleased;  by 
way  of  a  climax,"  this  most  sapient  and  acute  writer  observes, 
"the  ancient  PhoDnicians,  when  others  began  to  Jbllow  in  their 
track,  in  order  to  share  their  trade,  misled  them,  and  even  ran 
the  risk  of  losing  their  own  ships  and  also  their  lives." 

The  foregoing  is  merely  given  to  show  the  extent  to  which 
the  invention  of  some  persons  carried  them,  for  the  purpose  of 
attaching  odium  and  obliquy  to  the  character  of  Capt.  Ross.  In 
the  first  place  it  accuses  bim  by  implication  of  allowing  himself 
to  be  diverted  from  his  duty,  at  the  secret  instigation  of  a  third 
and  highly  interested  party,  for  some  purpose  of  private  emolu- 
ment or  aggrandizement ;  for  we  are  warranted  in  drawing  the 
conclusion,  that  no  one  will  relinquish  a  certain  benefit,  if  a 
greater  were  not  offered  to  him.  The  charge,  however,  against 
the  Hudson^s  Bay  Company  carries  with  it  its  own  refutation, 
for  so  far  from  that  company  being  in  any  degree  injured  by  the 
discovery  of  the  north  west  passage,  they  would  reap  greater 
advantages  from  it,  in  a  commercial  point  of  view,  than  any 
other  individuals.  The  discovery  of  the  north  west  passage  had 
never  any  direct  relation  with  the  commerce  of  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company ;  in  fact,  it  was  sought  to  be  discovered  long  before 
that  company  was  in  existence ;  its  original  intent  being  to  ob- 
tain a  shorter  route  to  China  and  India,  and  thereby  wrest  from 
the  Portuguese  the  sovereignty  of  the  Indian  trade,  but  it  is  now 
become  rather  a  geographical  problem,  than  an  object  of  com- 
mercial rivalry,  for  even  should  it  be  discovered,  it  is  admitted 
by  all  parties,  that  its  dilBcuhies  and  obstacles  are  of  so  forraid- 
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able  a  nature^  an  to  make  it  next  to  an  impossibility  to  render  it 
a  general  channel  of  navigation. 

There  were  not  indeed  those  wanting,  who  saw  in  the  conduct, 
which  the  agents  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company^  as  well  as  of 
the  North  West  Company,  observed  towards  Capt.  Franklin  a 
latent  disposition  rather  to  frustrate  him  in  his  attempt,  than  to 
contribute  to  its  success,  and  thence  they  argued,  that  there 
niight  be  some  ground  of  truth  in  the  report,  which  was  circu- 
lated relative  to  the  conduct  of  those  companies  towards  Capt. 
Ross.  Now  in  the  first  place  it  should  be  observed  that  in  no 
part  of  Capt.  Rosses  voyage,  did  he  come  into  collision  with  any 
of  the  factors  or  agents  of  the  Hudson  s  Bay,  or  the  North  West 
Companies,  nor  in  his  intercourse  with  the  natives  drd  he  obtain 
any  information^  which  could  authorise  him  to  conclude  that  their 
excursions  had  ever  extended  within  the  range  of  the  hunters  of 
the  companies,  or  of  those, who  trafficked  with  them.  It  should 
also  be  considered  that  if  any  lukewarmness  or  neglect  existed 
on  the  part  of  the  agents  or  factors  of  the  two  companies,  to  ren- 
der to  Capt.  Franklin  the  assistance  that  was  required,  and  for 
which  they  were  to  be  remunerated  by  the  government  of  this 
country,  it  arose  more  from  the  unextinguishable,  and  in  some 
instances  rancorous  spirit  of  jealout^y,  which  existed  between  the 
two  companies,  than  from  any  distrust  or  alarm  which  they  might 
have  entertained  as  to  the  injury  which  their  commerce  would 
sustain,  were  the  north  west  passage  to  be  discovered. 

The  foregoing  subject  has  been  slightly  touched  upon  in  the  full- 
est spirit  of  impartiality,  in  order  to  exonerate  Capt.  Ross  from  some 
of  those  insidyous  and  malicious  charges  which  werd  brought 
against  him,  and  which,  as  is  generally  the  case,  were  attended 
with  all  those  exaggerations  and  amplifications,  which  the  most 
fertile  invention  could  supply,  or  the  most  degenerate  malignity 
could  circulate.  To  exempt  Capt.  Ross  from  all  blame  is  how- 
ever a  task,  which  we  will  not  undertake.  Had  he  been  sup « 
ported  in  his  opinion  relative  to  the  existence  of  the  mountains, 
which  presented  such  an  insuperable  barrier  to  his  further  progress, 
had  he  even  made  the  attempt  to  convince  himself  that  the  uunin- 
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tains  were  not  an  illusion,  caused  perhaps  by  the  power  of  refract- 
ion, he  would  have  been  spared  a  great  part  of  the  odium  which 
was  subsequently  cast  upon  him,  and  have  been  perhaps  the 
discoverer  of  those  lands,  which  was  afterwards  effected  by  Capt. 
Parry  in  the  same  quarter. 

It  was  by  no  means  improbable  that  a  narrow  strait  might  have 
existed  through  the  mountains,  but  this  objection  was  answered 
by  Capt.  Ross  himself,  who  says,  that  even  if  such  strait  did 
exist,  it  must  be  evident  that  it  would  be  for  ever  unnavigable, 
and  in  fact  that  there  was  not  any  chance  of  ascertaining  its  exist- 
ence, since  all  approach  to  the  bottom  of  the  bay  was  prevented 
by  the  ice,  which  fills' it  to  so  great  a  depth,  and  which  appears 
never  to  have  moved  from  its  position. 

This  is  all  very  plausible  on  the  part  of  Capt.  Ross,  and  is  given 
by  him  in  extenuation  of  bis  defective  conduct,  but  the  gravamen 
of  the  charge  still  remains  unaltered  with  all  its  force  and  damna- 
tory adjuncts.  Capt.  Ross  by  acting  in  opposition  to  the  advice 
and  opinion  of  his  officers,  took  upon  himself  the  whole  weight 
of  the  responsibility,  and  on  his  return  to  England,  the  satirists 
and  the  caricaturists  selected  him  as  a  choice  object,  on  which  to 
exercise  the  severity  of  their  talents.  By  the  latter  he  was  repre- 
sented marching  in  procession  to  the  admiralty,  with  all  the 
trophies  of  his  successful  voyage,  and  the  name  of  Ross  and  the 
north  west  passage  became  the  by-word  for  every  thing  that  was 
highly  farcical  and  comical. 

The  next  best  thing*  which  a  man  can  do  after  having  lost  his 
character,  is  to  do  all  he  can  to  retrieve  it,  and  it  was  not  to  be 
expected  that  Capt.  Ross  could  sit  tamely  down  with  all  the  load 
of  obloquy  upon  his  shoulders,  and  not  make  some  attempt  to 
remove  it.  There  is  even  some  merit  attached  to  the  attempt, 
for  it  shows  that  there  is  still  a  spirit  of  conscious  rectitude  resid- 
ing within,  and  an  anxious  desire  to  shew  to  the  world  the  great 
errors,  and  blunders  which  it  is  apt  to  make,  in  forming  an  esti- 
mate of  private  character ;  in  fact,  it  must  be  so  &r  complimentary 
and  consoling  to  Capt.  Ross  to  reflect  that,  even  if  any  other 
person  than  himself  had  projected  another  expedition  to  the 
Arctic  Regions,  for  the  discovery  of  the  north  west  passage,  it 
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would  havo  met  with  tho  saihe  decided  refusal  from  govern' 
ment,  for  although  these  expeditions  might  gratify  the  TisiQnarr 
and  enthusiastic  minds  of  some  indiyiduals  belonging  to  the 
admiralty,  the  voice  of  the  people  began  to  be  heard,  touch- 
ing the  expenditure  of  the  sums  of  money  which  were  necessary 
for  their  equipment,  and  the  result  of  which  foreboded  nothing 
hut  discomfiture  and  disappointment,  with  the  exception  of 
enlarging  the  boundaries  of  the  foreign  possessions  of  the  British 
empire,  by  the  addition  of  a  few  thousand  acres  of  snow  and 
ice,  and  of  formally  taking  possession  of  a  country  as  an  appen- 
dage to  the  British  crown,  which  it  is  most  probable  no  one  will 
over  visit  again :  it  is  true  indeed  that  Capt.  Ross  discovered 
that  somewhere  in  the  country  of  the  Esquimaux  (who,  as  their 
country  has  been  formally  taken  possession  of,  though  without  their 
leave  or  knowledge,  are  now  the  lawful  and  grateful  subjects  of 
his  Britannic  majesty,)  ihe  mountains,  or  the  vallies,  or  the  interior 
of  the  earth,  (he  could  not  discover  which)  abounded  with  iron^and 
he  certainly  exerted  himself  most  strenuously  to  bring  a  bit  of  it 
home  with  him,  as  a  valuable  addendum  to  the  other  natural 
productions  of  the  country,  with  which  his  ship  was  laden;  but, 
although  a  crowd  of  speculators  could  be  found  to  expend  their 
money  foolishly  and  thoughtlessly,  in  the  working  of  the  South 
American  gold  and  silver  mines,  yet  from  some  most  unaccounta- 
ble inattention  and  disregard  to  their  own  interests,  not  one 
^uld  be  found,  who,  on  the  return  of  Capt.  Ross,  could  be  in- 
duced to  speculate  in  the  iron  mines  of  the  north,  notwithstand- 
ing, the  flattering  prospect  presented  itself  to  them,  of  enjoying 
the  monopoly  without  the  fear  of  a  rival. 

Notwithstanding  the  royal  society,  the  geological  society,  the 
geographical  society,  and  even  the  zoological  society,  were  all 
more  or  less  interested  in  the  Arctic  discoveries,  not  one  of  tbem 
seemed  disposed  to  advance  any  portion  of  their  fiinds  towards  the 
equipment  of  another  expedition,  and  Britain  would  have  to  regret 
having  lost  the  accession  of  the  valuable  country  of  Boothia  to  its 
dominions,  had  not  a  noble  spirited  individual  stopped  Ibrward, 
and  from  his  own  private  purse  supplied  the  funds  requisite  tor 
tie  fitting  out  of  a  vessel,  which  in  despite  of  icebergs,  and 
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momitaiiiB,  wa8  to  carry  the  flag  of  Britain  tnio  the  Pacific. 
This  indiTidaal  was  Falix  Booth,  Esq.,  late  one  of  the  sherifls  of 
LoDdon,  who  possesring  a  generous  confidence  in  the  ability  of 
Capt.  Ross,  and  a  sincere  sympathy  for  the  poignancy  of  his 
feelings,  deserted  him  not  in  the  extremity  of  his  distress,  and 
nobly  stepped  forward  with  the  true  spirit  of  patriotism  and  dis* 
Miterestedness,  to  replace  on  the  brow  of  his  gallant  friend,  tlie 
laurels,  which  envy  and  malignity  had  so  unjustly  and  unde- 
serredly  torn  from  them.  It  must  howeyer,  not  be  omitted  to 
state,  that  a  portion  of  the  expence  was  defrayed  by  Capt.  Ross 
himself,  independently  of  which  he  had  to  engage  the  crew  at 
his  own  risk ;  goTernment  not  even  guaranteeing  the  coraparii* 
tively  trivial  expense  of  wages. 

After  infspecting  several  vessels,  Capt.  Ross  finally  purchased 
the  Victory,  which  was  originally  a  Liverpool  trader,  but  in  the 
opinion  of  many  nautical  men,  who  examined  her,  she  did  not 
present  that  promising  appearance  which  ought  to  accompany  a 
vessel,  destined  for  the  service  in  whidi  she  was  to  be  engaged, 
.  In  March  182.9,  she  was  taken  into  Mr.  Fletcher*s  dock,  at  Lime- 
house,  for  the  purpose  of  being  fitted  out  for  the  expedition,  it 
being  the  determination  of  Capt.  Ross,  that  she  should  combine 
the  advantages  of  steam  power  with  the  perfect  capability  of  a 
sailing  vessel.     It  however  became  a  problem  insoluble  by  many 
accustomed  to  the  n^igation  of  the  Arctic  seas,  as  to  the  manner 
in  which  a  steam  engine  could  be  rendered  of  any  use,  when 
navigating  among  fields  and  floes  of  ice ;  on  the  contrary,  whe« 
ther  it  would  not  prove  rather  an  incumbrance,  and  an  appen- 
dage more  to  be  deprecated  than  coveted.     Originality  is  one 
of  the  characteristics  of  genius^  and  as  no  decided  proof  of  the 
po89ession  of  that  great  virtue,  had  been  as  yet  given  by  Capt. 
Ross,  it  was  perhaps,  most  advisable  and  politic  in  him  to  at- 
tempt something,  which  had  never  been  attempted  before,  and 
which,  in  the  plenitude  of  their  natural  dulness,  not  one  of  his 
predecessors  had  ever  thought  of.     Great,  original,  and  glorious 
indeed  was  the  idea  of  ploughing  the  Arctic  fields  of  ice,  by 
means  of  steam,  and  if  need  required,  by  the  same  power  of 
towing  an  iceberg  from  its  position,  where  it  might  appear  to 
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obstruct  the  passage  to  the  attainment  of  the  ^ranil  object  which 
the  gallant  navigator  had  in  view ;  in  fact,  if  a  premium  had 
been  offered  by  anj  of  our  scientific  societies  for  a  project,  the 
chief  merit  of  v^hich  waste  consist  in  its  total  inability  of  being 
carried  into  execution,  no  one  will  deny  thatCapt.  Ross,  amongst 
a  host  of  candidates,  would  be  the  most  likely  man  to  whom  it 
would  have  been  awarded.  It  must  however  be  observed,  that 
Capt.  Ross  was  peculiarly  unfortunate  in  the  choice  which  he  made 
of  the  engine,  for  although  the  principles  on  which  it  was  con- 
structed might  be  according  to  the  strict  rules  of  science,  yet  as 
it  was  almost  the  first  of  its  kind  which  had  undergone  the  test 
of  a  trial,  so  it  should  have  been  the  last  to  have  been  affixed 
to  a  vessel,  about  to  sail  on  an  expedition,  where  the  utmost 
strength  would  be  required,  which  the  power  of  machinery 
could  produce. 

The  engine  was  built  on  a  plan  of  Crichson,  and  fitted  up 
by  Braithwaite,  the  boilers  were  two  and  twenties,  containing 
360  gallons,  the  length  of  the  fore  and  aft  part  of  the  boiler  10 
feet  6  inches,  diameter  17  inches,  spur  wheels  2  feet  6  inches 
paddled ;  without  the  paddles  in  diameter  8  feet,  breadth  of  the 
paddles  four  feet  6  inches,  length  2  feet  6  inches,  length  of  each 
frame  13  feet,  breadth  2  feet,  weight  eighteen  hundred.  In  the 
month  of  April,  a  few  trials  were  made  on  the  river,  but  the 
engine  by  no  means  answered  the  expectations  which  had  been 
formed  of  it,  on  the  contrary  its  defects  were  too  manifest  to 
excite  any  hope  of  obtaining  any  benefit  from  its  use. 

The  following  were  the  J^ames  of  the  Persons  composing  thM. 
Crew  of  the  Victory.* 

CAPT.  JOHN  ROSS,   B.  N. 

COMMANDER  JAMES  C.  ROSS,  R.  N. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  TIIOM,  R.  N. 

Mr.  J.  Mo*DIARMlD,  Surgeon. 

Mr.  BLANKET,  .  Mateik 

Mr«  THOMAS  ABERNETHY,  \     R.  N.  Gunoer. 

•  Hm  Fcnou,  vboce  Nmbc  ik  printed  in  i/jite,  azv  staiee  d«M. 
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Mr.  C.THOMAS,  K  N.  ^ 

Mr.  a  TAYLOR.  (     ^"^"**'* 

Mr.  ALEXANDER  BRUNTON,  En(fiii«er. 

ALLEN  McMNNISS,   Second  Engineer. 

Mr.  LIGHT,  Steward. 

Mr.  SHR1EVE»  Carpenter's  Mate. 

HENRY  AYRS,  Cook. 

RICHARD  WALL^  a  Petty  Officer. 

THOMAS  MARSLIN,  Armourer. 

JOSEPH  CURTIS,  Seaman. 

JOHN  PARK,  do. 

JOHN  WOOD,  do. 

A NTHONY  BURK,      do.     Lost  bin  sight  by  excessive  firs. 

1»AVID  WOOD,  do. 

JAMES  DIXON,  ^  Tbe^e  three  volunteered  from  <he 

BARNEY  LACHEY,     S      John  at  Greenock,  and  were  never 

GEORGE  BAXTER,     )      at  sea  before. 

As  was  the  case  in  the  former  voyages  of  Capt.  Ross  and  Parry, 
the  regular  agreement  was  entered  into  with  the  officers  and  men, 
that  on  their  return  to  England  all  papers,  writings,  documents, 
plans,  drawings,  &c.,  wliich  they  might  have  made  during  the 
voyage,  should  be  delivered  up  to  Capt.  Ross,  in  order  to  prevent 
any  other  account  of  the  proceedings  of  the  expedition  being 
published,  than  what  proceeded  from  Capt.  Ross  himself.  It  is 
particularly  necessary  that  this  circumstance  should  he  borne  in 
mind,  for  as  that -agreement  has  been  avowedly  infringed,  the 
character  of  certain  individuals  becomes  materially  affected,  in 
having  supplied  the  materials  for  the  compilation  of  the  present 
work,  and  must  in  a  certain  degree  tend  to  excite  the  suspicion, 
that  the  information  which  has  been  furnished,  is  not  of  an 
official  or  authentic  character. 

It  must  also  be  remarked  that  Capt.  Ross  himself  had  by  public 
advertisements,  and  every  other  means  in  his  power,  circulated 
a  report  to  that  effect,  when  he  must  be  himself  aware  that  the 
infraction  of  the  agreement,  on  the  part  of  any  of  his  officers  oi 
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men  was  not  doue,  until  he  had  himself  infringed  the  agreement 
which  he  had  entered  into  with  them.  It  was  amongst  other 
things,  which  will  be  hereafter  noticed,  stipulated  that  in  case 
the  men  should  at  any  time  be  short  of  provisions,  they  should 
then  receive  double  pay,  which  was  to  be  paid  them  on  their 
arrival  in  England.  That  this  paucity  of  provisions  did  take 
place,  amounting  to  almost  positive  starvation,  cannot  nor  was 
denied  by  Capt.  Ross,  but  so  far  from  this  part  of  the  agree- 
ment having  been  fulfilled,  an  objection  was  raised  to  the  pay- 
ment of  even  the  usual  wages  to  the  men,  on  the  pitiful  plea  that 
the  moment  that  they  were  taken  on  board  the  Isabella,  they 
could  not  consider  themselves  as  forming  any  part  of  the  crew  of 
the  Victory,  which  had  been  abandoned,  and  consequently  as 
their  duty  as  seamen  had  ceased,  they  were  not  entitled  to  the 
payment  of  the  stipulated  wages. 

This  subject  will,  however,  be  more  fully  discussed  at  the 
close  of  the  work,  when  we  shall  also  entermore  fully  into  a  detail 
of  the  extraordinary,  and  it  may  be  added  ungenerous  and  unjust 
circumstances  of  the  refusal  of  the  government,  to  award  any 
compensation  to  the  men  employed  in  the  expedition,  on  the 
ridiculous  and  erroneous  plea,  that  no  precedent  could  be  found 
for  it,  whereas  one  was  actually  existing  in  the  case  of  the 
reward  of  Government  to  Capt.  Parry,  of  £5000^  on  his  pene^ 
trating  beyond  a  certain  longitude,  which  sum  was  divided  in 
the  customary^  proportions  between  the  ofHcers  and  crew, 
whereas  in  the  case  of  Capt  Ross,  who  it  is  well  known  by  all 
the  erew,  was  almost  the  most  ineffective  man  on  board,  the 
entire  sum  of  £5000  has  been  awarded  to  him  to  the  total  exclu- 
sion of  all  the  other  persons  composing  the  crew,  and  particu- 
larly of  Commander  Ross,  to  whose  skill,  energy  and  enterprise, 
may  be  ascribed  all  the  success  by  which  the  expedition  was 
distinguished. 

On  the  2Srd  May,  the  steam  being  got  up,  the  Victory  cast  off 
from  the  buoy  at  Limehouse,  and  sailed  down  the  river.  Whilst 
off  Deptford,  a  number  of  useful  articles  were  obtained  from  his 
majesty's  dodL  yard,  which  it  was  conjectured  would  prove 
highly  useful  on  the  voyage,  and  conducive  to  the  health  and 
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eomfert  of  the  crew,  on  their  arrival  in  the  northern  latitudes.' 
Whilst  on  the  passage  down  the  river,  part  of  the  engine  gave 
way,  which  doubtless  presented  a  flattering  prospect  of  the  great 
value  which  it  would  possess,  when  put  in  action  to  propel  the 
vessel  through  a  floe  of  ice,  when  it  broke  down  even  on 
the  smooth  water  of  the  Thames.  On  the  arrival  of  the  Victory 
at  Woolwich  at  So  clock,  it  being  then  high  water,  the  accident 
was  repaired,  and  the  crew  were  paid  their  wages  in  advance 
At  four  o'clock,  the  Victory  cast  ofi*  from  the  buoy,  amidst  the 
cheers  and  acckimations  of  the  people  on  shore,  and  the  crowds 
that  were  assembled  round  the  ship  in  boats.  The  weather  was 
beautifully  serene  and  clear,  the  silken  colours  of  the  Victory 
fluttered  in  the  breeze,  with  their  golden  ornaments,  being  the 
handy-work  of  a  lady,  who  presented  them  to  Capt.  Ross,  as  a 
token  of  her  admiration  of  the  noble  spirit,  which  urged  him  to 
brave  the  perils  of  the  icy  regions,  in  a  laudable  attempt  to  pro* 
mote  the  interests  of  science  and  of  commerce.  It  was  a  sight 
at  once  exhilarating  and  flattering  to  the  spirit  of  the  nation,  to 
witness  the  enthusiasm  which  appeared  to  pervade  the  mind  of 
all  ranks  of  people,  as  they  cheered  the  gallant  vessel,  which  was 
destined  perhaps  to  carry  the  flag  of  Britain,  where  no  flag  ever, 
waved  before,  and  to  complete  an  achievement,  which  had  occu- 
pied the  maritime  spirit  of  the  country,  from  the  earliest  period 
of  its  history. 

At  Woolwich,  Capt.  Ross  obtained  from  his  majesty  s  dock 
yard,  a  very  fine  launch  and  two  boats,  that  were  out  with  Capt. 
Franklin,  with  all  their  guns,  equipments,  and  stores.  At 
Gravesend,  the  pilot  was  taken  on  board,  and  having  put  the 
mechanics  on  shore,  the  Victory  steamed  down  the  river  until 
her  arrival  off  Margate,  where  Sheriff  Booth,  his  brother,  and 
Capt.  Duke,  R.  N.  were  put  on  shore,  bidding  farewell  to  their 
pliant  friends,  and  wishing  them  a  safe  return  to  their  native 
land.  In  the  Downs,  the  wind  fseeAiening  to  the  eastward,  the 
en^ne.was  stopped,  the  paddles  hove  up,  and  at  9  A.M.  took  in 
all  sail,  except  the  close  reefed  fore  topsail,  fores^^il^  and  fo.re  and  - 
aft  main  sai  1 .    It  may  be  necessary  to  remark,  that  the  Victory  W as 
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iriglfedi  mlt  in  a  psealiar  iMnner,  b^iii^  ^Mte-rigged  in  her  t»r«- 
MMti  and  BobooneNrigged  iti  her  main  and  mi2en  masts. 

Ob  the  25ih»  it  was  cloudy  weather  with  a  strong  breeze  at 
N.  E««  at  midnight  passed  Portland  Lights,  and  at  5  a.  m.  the 
motion  of  the  ship,  and  swell  of  the  sea,  broke  one  of  the  launches 
low  ropesy  which  obliged  them  to  stand  under  lee  of  the  Isle  ot 
Wight,  for  the  purpose  of  getting  it  repaired.  The  wind  abating 
a  little,  they  made  sail  and  passed  the  Eddystone,  when  the  wea- 
ker becoming  still  more  moderate,  they  set  all  studding  sails, 
but  soon  after  took  them  in,  and  hauled  round  the  Longships. 

From  the  27th  to  the  dOth  they  stood  off  and  on,  making  but 
little  progress,  the  wind  being  about  N.  W. ;  but  on  the  30th  the 
wind  coming  more  round  to  the  westward,  they  lay  along  the 
land  ;  in  the  course  of  the  night,  the  wind  veered  to  the  north- 
ward, and  they  tacked  to  the  westward.  On  the  31st  they  set 
the  engine  to  work  during  the  day,  but  stopped  it  at  night  and 
hov«  the  paddles  up,  haying  made  little  more  than  a  knot  an 
hour.  Finding  that  they  did  not  gain  any  thing  by  tacking, 
tliey  furled  all  sails,  sent  down  the  yards  and  attempted  to  steam 
to  windward,  in  which  they  continued  until  4  a.m.  of  the  Ist 
Joiie,  but  they  were  soon  obliged  to  have  recourse  to  their  sails 
agiain,  as  the  steam  scarcely  enabled  them  to  keep  their  course, 
and  «o  far  from  ttiaking  any  progress,  they  were  driven  somewhat 
to  leeward.  On  the  dd  they  passed  Holyhead,  but  the  engine 
proving  defective,  having  broken  the  starboard  key  of  the  inter- 
mediate shaft,  they  were  obliged  to  put  into  Port  Dotigtas,  in 
tha  Isle  of  Man,  where  they  brought  up  in  the  bay  in  seven 
faithotns  water,  at  5  a  .m.  of  the  5th  June.  Capt.  Ross  went  oh  shnre, 
ahd  sent  off  a  iupply  of  fresh  beef,  water,  spars,  deals,  &c.  The 
deoks  of  the  Vietory  were  soon  crowded  with  visitors,  amongst 
whom  was  the  goternor,  who  invited  Capt.  Ross,  and  Cotfx- 
ranader  Ross  to  dine  Vrith  him.  A  supply  of  shoes,  stockings, 
shirts,  &c.,  was  also  obtained  at  t'ott  Douglas,  and  the  engine 
being  repaired,  €apt.  RoM  became  anxious  to  proceed  on  hM 
voyage,  in  order  to  reap  all  the  advantages  which  thef  season 
ooiitd  ftflbfd*    Thfei  #iiid  however,  being  to  the  north  westward. 
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tbmy  w«ro  obliged  to  remain  until  the  7tb>  when  the  wind  cun^ 
emsterly,  which  blows  right  into  Port  Douglas.  Tbej  however 
got  under  weigh/ and  with  all  studding  sails  set,  made  sail  for 
Port  Logan,  North  Briiata  The  keys  of  the  shaft  being  ship* 
ped,  the  steam  was  got  up  with  the  lee  paddle  down,  in  order 
to  assist  the  vessel  in  turning  to  windward.  They  new  9too4 
over  for  the  west  coast  with  all  sail  set. 

On  the  8th  a  serious  accident  happened  to  William  Hardy 
the  stoker,  who  had  one  of  his  arms  nearly  out  off  by  one  <^the 
spar  wheels,  whilst  in  the  act  of  oiling  the  piston  rod.  It  wa4 
fcund  necessary  to  amputate  the  arm,  and  on  the  folk>wing 
morning  en  arriving  at  Port  Logan,  Hardy  was  sent  on  shore« 
vrhenee  he  was  conveyed  in  a  eart  belonging  to  Colonel  Mae-* 
dowall,  to  Capt.  Ross'  house  at  Stanraer»  where  a  second  ampu. 
iation  took  plaee,  but  where  according  to  his  own  report,  he  did 
not  receive  that  attention  which  the  severity  of  his  case  demanded^ 
At  this  place  a  number  of  articles  were  sent  on  shore,  wbieb 
Capt.  Rosa  considered  as  useless,  and  the  ship  was  visited  by 
Colonel  MaedovFaU  and  Mr.  Adair,  the  brother-in-law  <tf  Capt»^ 
Kossy  both  ot  whom  sent  a  fine  bulbok  on  board,  with  the  ret 
qvisite  quantity  of  fodder.  Capt.  Ross  granted  pemissioa  t^ 
the  cvew  to  go  on  shore  for  a  walk ;  and  they  w^e  escorted 
about  the  place  by  the  preventive  service  men,  who  took  them  t# 
a  fine  pond,  that  isflsd  every  tide,  in  which  there  are  some  scores 
of  codfish,  which  are  so  tame  that  they  will  come  and  eat  out  of 
^Mband. 

On  the  evening  of  the  10th,  the  Victory  got  under  weigh,  and 
made  sail  with  a  light  breese  from  the  south  west.  At  midnigt^ 
come  too  with  a  hedge  anchor  off  Port  Patrick,  and  on  the  SoL 
lowing  morning  weighed  and  made  sail  with  a  boat  towinjF 
sibead ;  an  easterly  breeze  springing  up,  took  Uiem  to  Ae  eiir 
trance  of  Loch  Ryan,  where  they  camo  to  ai  S  p.wl,  and  Mf» 
Ihem  came  on  board  in  one  of  the  John  s  heals.  At  4  ^.u*  gol 
mder  weigh,  arrived  at  tho  Kern  Peini,  and  made  fast  to- ^ 
John  of  Greenock, 

Aeneamstaoee  ef  rather  a  serieua  and  dtsbeaftwiog  netUHi 
here  took  place,  and  which  vraa  not  bf  afiy  means  oakliilaM;  to 
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instil  into  fhe  minds  of  Capt.  Ross  or  his  officers,  that  sentimem 
of  mtitual  confidence,  which  ought  to  subsist  between  all  parties 
when  engaged  on  an  expedition  of  the  peculiar  nature  of  the  pre- 
sent one,  and  where  the  most  active  co-operation  was  necessaiy, 
in  order  to  insure  even  a  comparative  degree  of  success.  The 
John  had  been  engaged  by  Capt.  Ross  to  carry  out  the  stores, 
and  having  performed  that  service,  she  was  to  bring  home  what- 
ever was  valuable  belonging  to  the  wreck  of  the  Fury,  and  to 
complete  her  cargo  with  oil  or  any  other  commodity  that  could 
be  obtained ;  in  fact,  she  was  to  be  considered  in  every  respect 
as  a  trading  vessel,  without  any  relation  to  the  object  of  the 
expedition,  no  farther  than  conveying  the  stores  which  were 
to  be  shipped  into  the  Victory,  on  arriving  at  a  particular 
point  of  their  destination. 

The  season  was  however  too  far  advanced  to  expect  any  great 
success  in  the  whale  fishery,  for  the  whaling  ships  had  reached 
their  fishing  ground  before  even  the  Victory  had  sailed  from  the 
Thames;  and  therefore  a  suspicion  began  to  arise  in  the  minds  of 
the  crew  of  the  John,  that  they  would  be  required  to  winter  iq 
the  Arctic  Seas,  at  all  events,  that  a  great  risk  was  run  of  being 
80  beset  in  the  ice,  as  to  render  a  return  in  the  course  of  that  year, 
an  object  almost  impossible  to  be  effected.  Whatever  conveni- 
ences might  have  been  made  on  board  the  Victory,  for  a  winter 
sojourn  in  the  arctic  seas,  it  must  be  admitted  that  the  John  was 
not  in  any  respect  so  equiped,  as  to  divest  from  the  minds  of  the 
crew,  all  apprehensions  of  the  great  suflFerings  which  they  would 
have  to  endure,  were  they  to  be  obliged  to  winter  amongst  the  ice, 
and  especially  as  the  John  was  not  a  vessel  either  in  her  make, 
construction,  or  defensive  arrangements,  able  to  contend  with  the 
dangers  of  a  navigation  amongst  fields  of  ice,  which  the  stoutest 
vessels  are  sometimes  unable  to  surmount.  The  loss  of  the  Fury, 
fitted  out  as  she  was  with  all  the  strength  which  naval  architect* 
me  could  bestow  upon  her,  was  to  the  crew  of  the  John,  a  serious 
warning  of  the  fate  which  would  most  probably  befal  them, 
were  they  obliged  to  winter  amongst  the  ice,  and  totally  bereft 
of  any  of  those  comforts  which  would  be  actually  necessary,  to 
enable  them  to  survive  the  rigour  of  the  climate.     With  these 
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glooo^  impresskms  on  tlie  minids  of  the  crew  of  the  John^  little 
mrpriee  need  be  excited  ftt  the  oondition  which  they  imposed 
upon  Capt.  Ross,  that  in  the  event  of  their  sailing  in  the  John 
they  should  not  be  called  upon  to  navigate  the  vessel  beyond  a 
certain  latitude,  and  that  security  should  be  given  to  them,  that 
they  should  not  be  obliged  to  winter  amongst  the  ice.    To  these 
some  other  conditions  were  attached,  to  which  Capt.  Ross  refused 
to  accede,  and  the  crew  of  the  John  expressed  their  determi- 
nation not  to  proceed  on  the  voyage.    This  untoward  circum- 
stance placed  Capt.  Ross  in  a  state  of  great  embarrassment,  as 
it  became  a  question,  whether  the  crew  of  the  Victory  would 
sail  without  the  John,  but  he  was  happily  relieved  from  all 
anxiety  on  this  point,  for  on  Capt.  Ross  putting  the  question  to  the 
crew,  whether  they  would  proceed  on  the  voyage  without  the 
John,  they  one  and  all  gave  their  consent,  and  every  exertion 
was  immediately  made  to  tranship  the  stores  from  the  John,  in 
order  that  no  further  time  might  be  lost,  and  that  the  crew  of  the 
Victory  might  not  be  exposed  to  any  sinister  influence,  which 
the  refractory  spirit  of  the  crew  of  the  John  might  attempt  to 
exercise  upon  them.     Three  of  the  crew  of  the  John,  James 
Dixon,  Barney  Lachey,  and  George  Baxter,  volunteered  on  board 
the  Victory,  bat  never  having  been  at  sea  before,  their  services 
could  not  prove  of  any  great  value ;  almost  all  the  reipainder, 
taking  the  advantage  of  the  absence  of  Capt.  Ross  and  his  nephew, 
who  where  gone  to  the  house  of  the  former  at  Stanraer,  left  the 
skip,  and  the  whole  of  the  duty  of  the  removal  of   the  stores  of 
the  John,  now  devolved  upon  the  crew  of  the  Victory. 

On  the  13th,  Mr.  Thorn  went  in  the  preventive  boat  to  Stanraer, 
and  on  the  same  day  Mr.  Adair  brought  on  board  a  large  quantity 
of  garden  stufl^,  viz.  cucumbers,  radishes,  lettuces,  onions,  &c., 
but  at  the  particular  request  of  Capt.  Ross,  he  left  the  ship  for 
the  purpose  of  going  to  Stanraer  in  search  of  Mr.  Thorn,  in  order 
to  hurry  him  on  board,  as  a  &ir  wind  had  sprung  up,  and  Capt. 
Rosa  was  unwilling  to  lose  the  advantage  of  it.  In  the  evening 
Mr*  Thom  and  Mr.  McDiarmid  came  on  board,  and  shortly  after- 
wards the  Victory  cast  off  from  the  John,  giving  her  three  hearty 
dieers^  but  which  were  not  returned  with  that  spirit  and  anima- 
f on,  which  usually  belong  to  the  British  sailor. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


lit  LAM  VOXA01  0»  QMT«  MM. 

Durteg  thft  might  of  %h»  l&ih,  tlie  viw}  «aiQ»  00  ie  blow  fttPQ|t| 
from  the  westward,  wUh  a  hnaxy  sqql  ;  ^wa  c^f  th<)  bunda  wei^ 
sent  up  to  cli:^  up  the  fetre  top  ga.Ua«|  sail,  when  xhtf  hfie4  oS  tb# 
fiDremast  gave  way,  but  ficwtttoat^ljr  no.  other  damage  was  done 
the  men  had  almost  a  miraculous  escape,  amd  as  the  wind  short  I j 
afterwards  abated,  all  hands  were  ei^ployed  iu  clearing  awa> 
the  wredk.  From  the  ISthto  the  Uth,  the  weather  was  squally 
with  violent  galea,  and  on  the  ISllh  Loch  Swill^y  was  in  sight, 
twenty  four  miles,  bearing  south*  Th«  wind  moderating  they 
made  all  sail,  and  stood  away  S^  W.  hearing  away  fi>r  Loeh 
Swilley,  where  an  Irish  fishing  boa^  caopie.  along  side,  (rom  which 
some  fins  mackArel  were  obtained*  Towards  evening  a  bree^ 
springing  up  from,  the  southwest,.  Capjt.  Ross  determined  to  all^r . 
his  course.  Loch  Swilley  then  hearing  south  eight  i^iles. 

On  the  22nd,  the  anchors  were  stowed  away ;  a  bcig  wns  aeea 
standing  to  the  southwest,  with  strong  breezes  and  a  Iwavy  sea 
and  the  ship  labouring  very  much  on  aooount  of  the  Itvuncb^ 
which  they  had  in  tow  at  the,  stem,  and  whiich  proved  of  tha 
greatest  hinderance  and  impedinaent  \o  Xhfi  salting  of  the  ahift. 

As  yet  little  or  no  bemefit  had  been  derived  from  the  ste^w 
engine ;  the  boilers  were  fi>und  to  be  defeetiye,.aAd  the  carpoAtar 
and  engineers  were  constantly  eiuployed  en  the  r^pears.  On  tbii 
29rd,  they  reported  to  Capt.  Ross  that  the  engine  would  be  rea^y 
in  about  eight  or  nine  days«  but  it  now  began  to  be  the  prevail- 
ing opinion  amongst  the  erew,  that  the  engiq^  was  not  made  on 
those  principles  as  to  insure  any  decided  advantages^  but  would: 
rather  operate  ajs  a  check  upon  the  sailing  properties  of  the  vessel. 

It  was  now  reckoned  that  the  Victory  was  half  way  to  Cape 
Farewell,  and  the  24th  being  the  birthday  of  Capt.  Rosa,  Pne  of 
the  bullocks  was  killed,  and  the  crew  were  regali^  with  an 
extra  allowance  of  grog. 

On  the  26th,  the  engineer  reported  the  boilers  to«  be  onee^ 
more  tight, and  the  smalt  bellows  impaired*  but  from  the  variable 
state  of  the  weather,  little  or  no  use  could  bf^  i»a4&  of  the 
engine. 

A  Dumbei  of  birds  weoe  now  seen,  whieh  annpiinced  ttieif 
approach  to  land,  some  of  which  weoe  she!  by  tj«e  cyew^  m^ 
were  found  by  no  meana  to  bt  unpaJlatnb|»»    They  sm  knoivii  bjr 
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of  the  ske^rwftfers,  mod  like  the  a#kli,  ibomnd  in 
prodi^^io«8  numbers  on  the  cbAstii  of  Ghre^nland,  abd  some  of  tht 
iatands  in  Baffins  Baj. 

Ajs  they  were  now  approaching  the  latitudes,  where  fresh 
water  ice  was  to  be  obtained  for  the  boilers  of  the  steam  engine, 
ll»  engineer  was  busily  employed  in  connecting  the  feed  pump 
to  the  small  engine,  from  which  a  great  benefit  was  expected^ 
not  only  in  alleviating  the  labor  of  the  crew,  but  in  expediting 
the  progress  of  the  vessel.  The  Norway  yawl  was  also  got  in 
repair,  and  every  preparation  was  made  for  overcoming  the 
obelacles,  and  providing  for  the  difficulties  which  they  were 
on  the  c^e  of  encountering,  and  to  which  they  looked  forwards 
with  a  truly  noble  spirit,  resolving  to  show  that,  although  success 
nright  not  attend  their  efforts,  the  &ilure  should  not  be  attri*- 
bnted  to  wairt  of  energy  or  resolution. 

The  28lh  bting  Sunday,  the  whole  crevr  attended  divine 
service,  a  practice  which  murii  to  the  credit  of  Capt.  Ross,  was 
religioiBly  observed  during  the  whole  of  the  voyage,  eiccepting 
oB  those  preisfaig  occasions,  when  the  navigation  of  the  vessel 
peremptorily  demanded  the  services  of  the  crew. 

A  quantity  of  ftrn  was  now  seen  floating  on  the  water,  a  c^er- 
imtk  indication  of  the  vicinity  of  land,  and  a  good  look  out  was 
kqit  for  Gape  Fareweii.  On  the  1st  July  a  suit  of  warm  cloth- 
ing wns  issued  to  every  man,  and  other  necemaries  provided  as 
prote<Kors  against  the  inclemency  of  the  climate,  which  it  Ivould 
shortly  be  their  fet  to  endure. 

On  the  4th  Commander  James  shot  a  solan  goose,  which 
formed  a  dainty  dish  for  the  inmates  of  the  cabin,  but  the  sailors 
gave  the  preferen<^e  to  the  usual  fare.  The  weight  of  the  goose 
withooC  the  feathers  wab  Olb  %». 

On  the  6th  they  had  strong  brwOBes  f^om  the  southward  and 
the  eastward,  by  vrhioh  the  shi^  made  one  hundred  and  thtrty 
■dies  in  twenty-^^fiiuf  h<iurs$  hut  they  ^ei«  lAliged  to  shorten 
aail  oti  aooennt  of  the  gieat  alvaiti  .which  vrav  on  the  toir  ropes 
of  the  launch.  On  ihe'aame  day  a  bottle  was  bote  ov^r^board^ 
with  a  letter  m  it,  detailing  the  proceedings  of  the  vessel,  the 
latil«d#  btiog  «0^  W.  N.     The  wind  ootitmuhig  frtr,  the  Aip 
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made  on  the  7th  one  hundred  and  forty rfive  miles,  in  twenty-' 
foiir  hours,  and  on  the  8th  the  first  land  was  seen ;  on  the  same 
day  a  large  tree  was  picked  up,  which  .measured  32  feet  in 
length.  A  great  number  of  birds  of  different  kinds  were  now 
seen  flying  in  all  directions,  many  of  which  were  shot  by  the* 
crew,  but  principally  the  sheerwaters,  the  average  weight  of 
which  was  thirty -two  ounces;  several  fish  were  seen  on  the 
9th ;  and  on  the  10th  the  provisions  that  had  been  shipped  on 
board  the  John,  were  taken  out  of  the  launch,  from  a  fear  that 
as  they  were  approaching  the  ice,  some  accident  might  occur 
by  which  the  stores  would  bo  lost. 

On  the  12th  being  Sunday,  no  divine  service  could  be  held- 
on  account  of  the  occupations  of  the  crew,  and  particularly  the 
engineers,  who  were  employed  the  whole  of  the  day  in  putting, 
the  engine  into  a  proper  state  for  action,  which  was  to  be  tried* 
as  soon  as  a  requisite  quantity  of  ice  could  be  obtained  for  the 
filling  of  the  boilers.  The  crew  were  chiefly  employed  in  pickl- 
ing up  the  drift  wood,  which  was  floating  in  abundance  about 
tne  ship,  and  which  was  too  precious  a  commodity  to  neglect' 
every  opportunity  of  obtaining. 

On  the  13th  the  first  iceberg  was  seen;  the  land  being  in 
sight,  and  a  boat  was  sent  out  for  the  purpose  of  loading  her 
with  ice,  as  they  were  not  only  very  short  of  water,  but  it  was 
required  for  the  purpose  of  the  steam  engine.  The  boat  suc- 
ceeded in  obtaining  a  cargo  of  fresh  water  ice,  and  there  being 
no  fear  of  a  regular  supply  of  ice  being  to  be  had,  the  furnace 
was  kindled  for  the  purpose  of  trying  the  connecting  machi- 
nery of  the  feed  pump,  to  work  with  the  small  engine  without 
the  assistance  of  the  crew.  The  steam  was  got  up  in  one  boiler; 
the  connecting  machinery  answered  well,  but  the  small  bellows 
required  all  the  force  which  could  be  applied  to  it,  A  fiur  wind 
springing  up,  all  sail  was  set,  the  land  being  still  in  sight, 
and  a  brig  was  seen  standing  in  for  it;  a  number  of  whales 
were  also  seen,  one  of  which  came  so  near  the  riiip  that  H 
was  fired  at,  but  it  was  not  ascertained  whether  the  shot  took 
effect. 

On  the  4th,  a  very  large  iceberg  was  seen  from  which  some 
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mote  ice  wa«  obtained,  and  as  there  vas  now  an  abundance  o^ 
fresh  water,  soap  was  distributed  to  all  the  crew,  and  nearly  ths 
whole  of  the  5th  was  employed  io  the  washing  of  their  clothes 
The  wind  still  was  fair  and  on  the  15th,  the  engine  was  got  ready 
for  starting,  but  a  heavy  sea  running  on  the  following  day,  with 
strong  breezes,  it  could  not  be  brought  into  action.  On  the  17th 
the  weather  having  moderated,  preparations  were  made  for  get- 
ting up  the  steam;  the  fires  were  lighted  and  all  hands  blowing 
at  the  small  bellows.  The  steam  being  up  sufficiently  to  work 
the  small  engine,  the  larboard  paddle  wheel  was  lowered,  and  the 
steam  set  on.  For  about  three  hours,  the  engine  appeared  to 
work  well,  but  then  on  a  sudden  it  gave  way  and  the  steam  was 
let  off.  Not  a  moment  was  lost  in  attempting  to  discover  where 
the  defect  lay,  when  it  was  ascertained  by  the  engineer,  that 
two  of  the  pipes  in  the  fore  and  aft  boiler  had  burst,  and  were 
as  flat  as  a  pancake.  It  was  mentioned  by  the  engineer  that  the 
steam  had  been  too  high  at  some  period  in  the  river,  for  the  pipes 
to  bear,  and  that  the  water  was  also  too  low.  Capt.  Ross,  the 
engineers,  and  the  armourer  were  up  all  night,  endeavouring  to 
repair  the  damage,  and  on  the  following  day  water  was  pumped 
into  them  to  see  if  they  were  tight,  but  they  were  found  to  be  as 
leaky  as  before.  In  two  hours  the  water  had  all  leaked  out^  but 
by  great  exertion  the  engineer  succeeded  in  getting  the  steam 
up  with  a  fair  pressure,  but  the  steam  came  roaring  out  of  the 
larboard  boiler,  just  by  the  furnace  door,  as  well  as  at  the  lower 
part  of  the  boiler;'  at  the  same  time  that  there  was  not  steam 
enough  to  work  the  small  engine,  wherewith  to  blow  the  small 
bellows ;  in  a  short  time  afterwards  the  starboard  key  broke  and 
the  engine  stopped  altogether ;  this  was  the  more  disastrous  as 
the  weather  was  highly  favourable  for  tha  operation  of  the  en- 
gine, light  winds  and  smooth  water. 

The  19th  being  Sunday,  divine  service  was  performed,  but  lit- 
tle progress  was  made  as  the  weather  was  almost  calm,  with 
very  light  winds ;  a  number  of  whales  were  seen  at  a  distance. 
playing  about  a  large  iceberg,  and  from  their  motions  they  ap- 
peered  to  be  in  search  of  their  prey.  Judging  that  they  might 
be  in  search  of  fishj  soundings  were  taken,  and  the  depth  was 
as  fiithoms,  with  <^oarse  sheUs  and  coral.     A  i&Ung  line  w<^ 
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now  put  oyerboard  and  three  hallibut  weighing  97Ib8,  and  (m« 
cod  weighing  HJIbs  were  caught. 

On  the  2l8t  land  was  in  sight,  and  the  steam  was  got  up,  but 
the  engine  worked  yerj  badly,  on  account  of  the  larboard  boil- 
er leaking  so  much  that  it  put  the  fire  out;  the  crew  however 
laboured  hard,  working  the  bellows  to  keep  the  steam  up,  and 
this  severe  labour  in  addition  to  that  of  navigating  the  vessel, 
created  no  little  dissatisfaction  amongst  the  crew,  who  in  their 
hearts  wished  the  engine  at  the  top  of  an  iceberg,  or  like  Jonas 
in  the  belly  of  a  whale;  for  so  far  from  diminishing  their  labour, 
or  expediting  their  progress,  the  utmost  speed  which  they 
reached  was  two  knots  in  an  hour,  during  which  time  they  were 
obliged  to  be  incessantly  working  at  the  bellows,  or  exposed  to 
the  danger  attendant  upon  the  gathering  of  the  ice  for  the  purpose 
of  feeding  the  boilers :  soundings  were  again  taken  in  80  fathoms, 
but  no  bottom.     Commander  James  caught  another  fine  cod. 

The  fires  were  now  drawn,  all  the  clinkers  cleared  out,  and 
light  set  to  the  furnace,  but  all  to  no  purpose,  as  the  larboard 
boiler  continued  to  leak  so  much  that  the  fire  was  put  out  as  fast  as 
it  was  lighted ;  the  steamhowever  from  the  starboard  boiler,  work- 
ed the  larboard  wheel  with  the  starboard  wheel  up.  At  8  p.m.  the 
watch  was  set,  every  man  in  the  ship,  sixteen  in  number,  taking 
it  by  turns  during  the  night  to  blow  the  bellows,  to  keep  the 
steam  up.  The  progress  during  the  time  the  steam  was  up,  was 
1  mile  2  furlongs  per  hour.  The  officers  caught  several  very  fine 
cod, and  two  hallibut.  At  LI  p.m.  the  engine  was  still  at  work, 
but  the  crew  were  much  fatigued,  and  almost  choaked  with  the 
snlphurous  exhalations  arising  from  the  furnace. 

On  the  22nd,  a  light  and  &ir  breeze  springing  up,  all  sail  was 
set ;  the  steam  was  let  off  and  the  paddle  hove  up ;  at  1  p.m.  tacked 
and  stood  in  with  the  land,  A  number  of  fish  were  caught,  which 
being  weighed  amounted  to  453tbs.  At  midnight  of  the  2  rd, 
they  were  close  in  with  the  land  about  South  Bayor  Wylic  Ford, 
and  s  ent  a  boat  on  shore  to  look  for  a  harbour ;  at  three  the 
boat  returned,  and  commander  James  took  the  ship  into  a  very 
fine  harbour,  but  it  was  amongst  a  parcel  of  islands.  The  ship 
was  however  got  safely  in^  and  made  last  to  the  rocks  in  three 
&thoms  water. 
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The  crow  now  began  to  dismantle  the  vessel,  and  got  the  fore- 
mast and  mizen-mast  out.  At  7  the  governor,  the  minister,  and 
a  boat^s  crew  came  on  board,  and  informed  Capt.  Ross  that  he  lay 
in  a  very  dangerous  place.  They  breakfasted  in  the  cabin,  and 
Capt.  Ross  and  commander  James  returned  with  them  on  shore. 
They  were  now  informed  that  the  wreck  of  the  Rookwood  of 
London  lay  inside  the  harbour,  which  turned  out  to  be  a  most 
fortunate  circumstance,  as  the  Victory  was  greatly  iu  want  of 
many  things,  with  which  she  could  be  supplied  from  the  wreck. 
Capt.  Ross  entered  into  a  negotiation  with  the  governor  for  the 
stores  of  the  Rookwood,  the  terms  of  which  were  agreed  to,  and 
it  was  determined  to  take  the  Victory  where  the  Rookwood  lay, 
for  the  more  convenient  and  speedy  shipment  of  her  stores.  At  2 
p.  M.  they  cleared  away,  cast  off,  and  ran  up  the  harbour  with 
the  fore  topsail  at  the  head  of  the  sheers,  and  brought  to  in  18 
fathoms.  On  the  25th,  a  few  Esquimaux  came  on  board,  and 
exchanged  a  number  of  articles  with  them  for  skins  and  warm 
clothing.  The  governor  also  sold  them  a  quantity  of  warm 
clothing,  which  in  a  subsequent  part  of  the  voyage  proved  highly 
acceptable ;  Capt.  Ross  and  his  nephew  dined  with  the  governor, 
and  they  were  joined  at  tea  by  the  doctor  and  the  purser.  In 
the  mean  time  the  crew  were  busily  employed  in  getting  the 
Rookwood  8  stores  on  board,  and  getting  the  fore-mast  out,  and 
getting  the  Rookwood's  mizcn-mast  in  its  place,  and  a  small 
spar  for  a  jigger  mast  instead  of  a  mizen-mast. 

On  the  26th,  all  hands  were  called  to  get  the  ship  ready  for 
sea,  and  sent  the  launch  on  shore  for  some  of  the  Rookwood's 
coals,  the  remainder  of  the  crew  to  heave  short.  At  11  a.m.  got 
the  launch  alongside,  dropped  her  astern  and  made  all  secure. 
At  noon  shipped  the  anchor  and  got  under  way^  accompanied  by 
the  governor,  minister,  and  two  boat  s  crew  to  assist  in  towing 
the  vessel  out  of  the  harbour.  Being  now  in  a  fair  way.  the 
governor  and  his  party  took  their  leave,  giving  three  cheers, 
which  were  returned  by  the  Victory  by  a  salute  of  three  bombs. 
The  wind  was  fair,  and  several  icebergs  in  sight,  some  of  which 
appeared  to  be  in  OM^ont  and  which  in  consequence  required  the 
utmost  skill  in  the  navigation  of  the   vessel,  as  one  of  those 
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enonnous  masses  comiDg  in  contact  with  her,  miglitlkaTe  prored 
her  destruction. 

On  the  27th,  the  second  bullock  was  killed,  as  it  was  daily 
decreasing  in  size  and  goodness,  partly  from  a  paucity  of  fodder, 
and  partly  from  the  necessity  of  supplying  it  with  water  obtained 
from  melted  ice,  which  evidently  affected  the  animal,  and  would 
perhaps  haye  ultimately  proved  its  death.  The  prospect  now 
became  gloomy  and  portentous  of  the  difficulties  to  which  they 
were  approaching ;  in  every  direction  the  ragged  iceberg  reared 
its  gigantic  mass,  and  in  the  evening  of  the  day  forty-nine  bergS 
were  in  sight,  seeming  like  so  many  giants  disposed  to  dispute 
all  further  progress  to  the  inhospitable  regions  which  they 
guarded.  Towards  midnight,  the  wind  freshening,  the  larboard 
tow  rope  of  the  launch  broke,  and  all  hands  were  called  to 
secure  the  launch,  with  a  strong  breeze  blowing,  and  a  nasty 
jobbie  of  a  sea  running.  Whilst  John  Wood  one  of  the  men, 
was  getting  into  the  boat,  he  had  the  misfortune  to  break  bis  leg, 
on  which  the  ship  was  hove  to,  in  order  to  get  him  on  board,  in 
doing  which  the  fore  top  mast  was  carried  away ;  Wood  was 
however  brought  on  board,  and  his  leg  was  set ;  but  here  one 
of  the  differences  manifested  itself,  between  the  fitting  out  of  the 
Victory  and  that  of  the  Hecla  in  which  Capt.  Parry  sailed.  In 
the  latter  there  was  a  regular  birth  for  the  sick,  with  every  con* 
venxence  for  their  comfort  and  recovery,  but  in  the  Victory  no 
such  preparations  had  been  made,  for  Wood  was  taken  down 
into  the  birth  where  the  crew  messed,  and  laid  upon  the  deck 
on  his  bedding,  amongst  a  parcel  of  casks  of  flour,  sugar,  and 
a  hogshead  of  tobacco,  and  not  one  of  them  even  lashed,  at  the 
same  time  that  the  vessel  was  then  in  an  open  sea,  and  if  there 
had  been  any  sea  running,  the  casks  and  hogshead  would  have 
been  all  sent  rolling  about,  and  have  crushed  the  poor  fellow  to 
death  before  any  assistance  could  have  been  obtained.  It  must 
however  be  mentioned,  that  no  proof  is  given  of  any  complaint 
having  been  made  by  Wood  to  Capt.  Ross,  of  the  danger  of  his 
situation,  and  therefore  it  would  be  both  unjust  and  illiberal 
to  attach  blame,  where  perhaps  none  is  due. 

The  launch  was  again  made  secure,  and  part  of  the  crew 
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Were  emploTed  in  clea? ing  away  the  wreck  of  the  fore  top  imH, 
whilst  the  remainder  were  preparing  to  get  another  up,  which 
as  a  godsendy  they  had  obtained  from  the  Rookwood. 

On  the  28th,  the  Idland  of  Disco  wa8  in  sight  bearing  south 
east,  with  a  number  of  icebergs  in  oTery  direction,  and  in  the 
same  day  Hare  Island  was  seen,  but  the  wind  being  fiiir  for  the 
point  to  which  they  were  steering,  and  neither  the  li^land  of 
Disco,  nor  that  of  Hare  offering  any  inducement  for  landing,  the 
Victoiy  bore  away  steering  due  west.    Lat.  68^  40',  long.  86**  iff. 

The  29th  the  wind  having  subsided,  the  steam  was  got  up  in 
both  boilers,  and  the  engine  was  kept  going  until  midnight, 
wheo  a  fiiir  breeze  sprung  up,  and  the  steam  was  let  off;  the  car- 
penters were  employed  in  fitting  some  spare  davits  to  which  a 
boat  was  hoisted,  which  was  on  deck,  in  order  to  make  room 
for  a  capstan  which  was  got  from  the  Rookwood*  Land  was 
now  in  sight,  the  bearings  of  which  were  N.  N.  W.,  on  which 
a  mote  westerly  course  was  steered,  with  the  view  of  making 
direct  for  Lancaster  Sound.  On  the  same  evening  a  eac^k  was 
picked  up  anarked  Jane,  which  was  supposed  to  belong  to  a  ves- 
sel of  that  name,  which  had  been  lost.  The  weather  was  beau- 
tilblly  mild,  and  although  the  Victory  was  now  in  the  same  lati- 
tnde  and  longitude,  as  where  the  Hecla  and  Fury  were  beset  in 
the  ice,  yet  not  a  morsel  of  it  was  at  this  time  to  be  seen  as  far 
as  the  eye  could  extend. 

On  the  31st,  the  west  land  of  Davis'  Straits  vras  seen,  and  the 
diip  sailing  with  a  fine  fair  wind,  but  it  soon  afterwards  becom- 
ing calm,  the  steam  was  got  up,  hut  the  larboard  boiler  again 
proved  leaky;  the  fire  was  however  kept  in  all  night,  but  the 
labour  bestowed  upon  the  engine  was  of  little  u^e,  for  although 
no  impediment  presented  itself  by  the  ice  to  the  free  naviga- 
tion of  the  vessel,  the  rate  of  sailing  did  not  exceed  two  knots 
per  hour. 

On  the  2ad  being  Sunday,  divine  service  was  performed  and 
in  the  evening  a  bottle  was  thrown  overboard  with  a  letter  en- 
closed, reporting  the  proceedings  of  the  ship,  being  then  in  lati- 
tude T4^  17'  norths  and  longitude  67^  10'  west.  The  following 
day  being  calm  the  steam  was  set  on,  but  all  the  progress  that 
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was  made,  was  no  moTe  than  a  mile  and  a  quarter  per' how,  and 
towards  evening  the  engine  was  obliged  to  be  stopped,  owing 
to  the  feed  pump  being  out  of  order.  Capt  Ross  and  the  engineer 
were  employed  the  whole  of  the  night  in  repairing  it,  having 
ascertained  that  the  vent  was  stopped  by  a  quantity  of  tallow^ 
which  had  by  some  accident  fallen  into  it.  Early  on  the  follow- 
ing morning  the  larboard  paddle  was  put  down,  but  it  had  not 
been  down  five  minutes,  when  it  was  discovered  that  a  leak  had 
sprung  in  the  starboard  boiler.  The  larboard  boiler  was  how- 
ever still  kept  on,  which  gave  ten  revolutions  in  a  minute, 
or  one  mile  and  a  quarter  per  hour.  With  the  starboard  boiler 
the  average  of  the  revolutions  was  thirteen,  the  maximum  never 
exceeding  fifteen. 

Some  ice  being  in  sight,  the  boat  was  despatched  for  a  load« 
as  the  stock  of  water  was  exhausted,  and  consequently  the 
engine  became  wholly  useless.  On  the  6th  land  was  seen  bear- 
ing from  N.  N.  E.  to  N.  W.  One  of  the  men  having  descried 
a  piece  of  whale  flesh  floating  on  the  water,  the  dingy  was  let 
down  and  the  flesh  was  picked  up,  affording  some  good  food 
for  the  dogs.  A  large  piece  of  timber  was  also  picked  up,  sup- 
posed to  have  belonged  to  some  vessel  that  had  been  wrecked. 

On  the  7th  the  boats  were  employed  gathering  ice,  and  both 
the  paddles  of  the  engine  were  down,  the  first  time  since  the 
ship  had  left  Scotland,  the  engine  was  however  obliged  to  be 
stopped  on  account  of  the  cistern  not  being  able  to  melt  the  ice 
quick  enough  to  feed  the  boiler.  The  weather  being  calm,  the 
opportunity  was  taken  for  clearing  the  launch  of  coals  and 
provisions,  and  it  was  a  fortunate  circumstance  that  it  was  done» 
as  on  the  following  day,  the  9th,  the  wind  came  on  to  blow 
strong  from  the  S*  S.  W.,  when  the  vessel  became  entangled  in 
some  loose  ice,  and  had  shortly  afterwards  to  contend  against 
some  loose  streams  of  ice,  which  drove  against  the  bows  of  the 
vessel  with  a  most  destructive  force.  Towards  evening  Cape 
Franklin  was  discovered  bearing  N.  W.  by  W«,  with  strong 
breezes  during  the  remainder  of  the  night. 
.  On  the  10th  the  land  was  seen  on  both  sides,  when  it  was 
found  that  the  ship  was  in  Prince  Regent's  Inlet     The  leibper- 
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ature  of  the  water  was  33,  haviog  been  40  a  few  hours  before. 
The  wind  being  &ir  they  sailed  rapidly  along,  making  seven 
degrees  of  longitude  in  24  hours,  with  scarcely  any  ice  to  be 
seen ;  towards  midday  a  heavy  fog  came  on ;  the  land  was 
obeerred  in  the  Ticinity  of  Admiralty  Inlet,  but  the  weather 
soon  became  so  yery  thick  that  they  suddenly  found  themselves 
within  a  mile  of  a  low  long  point;  they  hauled  their. wind,  but  it 
suddenly  dying  away,  left  them  on  a  lee  shore ;  the  steam  was 
immediately  got  up,  when  fortunately  the  fair  wind  returned, 
and  with  the  loss  of  the  main  boom,  they  got  out  in  a  clear  way 
again.  This  was  certainly  a  moat  narrow  escape,  for  the  place 
in  which  the  ship  was,  was  very  near  a  lee  shore,  the  wind  was 
dying  away,  and  a  very  heavy  sea  running.  In  the  roll  of  the 
sea  the  main  boom  swung  over  and  broke,  and  the  gaff  came 
rattling  down  on  deck;  on  the  same  day  a  floe  of  ice  was  seen, 
and  on  the  1 1th  they  fell  in  with  the  loose  ice,  which  occasioned 
them  a  deal  of  trouble,  and  shortly  afterwards  with  stream  ice, 
but  which  was  open  enough  for  them  to  sail  through.  Passed 
Port  Bowen  at  noon  and  Prince  Leopolds  Islands  came  in  sight, 
bearing  east.  They  stretched  along  the  opposite  shore  of  Port 
Bowen,  and  fell  in  but  very  little  ice;  some  strong  breezes 
sprung  up  in  the  evening,  on  which  they  shortened  sail,  took  in 
the  fore  top  sail,  and  set  all  the  storm  sails.  At  midnight  hove  to 
with  strong  gales  blowing. 

On  the  12th  they  fell  in  with  a  stream  of  ice  under  their 
lee,  the  weather  was  very  foggy,  on  which  all  hands  were 
tnroed  up  to  clear  the  ship  of  it.  On  the  evening  of  the  same 
day  they  came  in  sight  of  the  place  where  the  Fury  was  aban- 
doned by  Capt.  Parry,  and  a  ship  was  seen  a  long  way  to  leeward 
of  the  Fury.  All  sail  was  now  set  to  work  up  to  the  Fur;,  and 
at  1  p.if .  Commander  Ross  could  see  the  tents  on  shore,  but  not 
the  ship.  In  the  evening  the  weather  became  more  moderate, 
and  the  before  mentioned  officer  went  to  seek  for  a  piece  of 
grounded  ice  to  make  fast  to.  The  ship  now  stood  in  for  the 
land,  and  the  boat  with  Commander  Ross  returned,  all  inshore 
afloat.  The  steam  was  got  up  and  -continued  working  all  the 
ISlli,  the  water  being  very  smooth  and  clear  of  ice     A  large 
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Bear  was  seen,  bat  at  too  great  a  distance  to  obtain  a  shot  at  him. 
The  ship  was  made  fast  to  a  berg  aground,  but  the  wind  becom- 
ing fkir,  they  cast  off  and  made  sail.  The&ir  wind  was  however 
of  a  very  short  coBtinuanoe,  for  it  suddenly  veered  aad  became 
foul,  when  the  steam  was  again  got  up,  but  as  the  tide  was 
running  strongly  against  them,  they  made  fast  to  a  piece  of  ice. 
On  the  turn  of  the  tide,  got  under  way  with  the  steam,  but  were 
obliged  to  stop  the  engine  repeatedly  in  order  to  get  up  more 
power;  at  tho  same  time  the  whale  boat  was  running  away  with 
whale  lines,  to  track  the  ship  along  while  the  steam  was  getting 
up.  They  continued  in  this  manner  to  track  and  steam,  until 
they  arrived  at  the  Fury's  stores,  one  boat  sounding  a  head  of 
the  ship  ail  the  way.  All  the  officers  went  an  shore,  but  it  was 
now  clearly  ascertained  that  no  vestige  of  the  Fury  remained. 
It  was  conjectured  that  tl>e  ice  had  taken  her  off  tbe  bank,  and 
then  she  sunk.  The  depth  of  water  at  the  edge  of  the  bank  is  five 
fathoms,  and  shoals  away  gradually  as  the  beach  is  approached, 
this  being  generally  the  case  along  tlie  whole  line  of  tbe  coast. 
The  crew  were  in  high  spirits  on  discovering  the  sound  oonditioa 
of  the  Fury^s  stores,  and  humorously  styled  it  the.  North  Pole 
VietuaHing  Yard.  The  crew  had  for  their  supper  some  of  the 
preserved  meats  off  the  beach,  and  they  pronounced  them  to  be 
excellent.  The  hands  were  now  all  employed  in  getting  some  of 
the  stores  on  board,  and  the  Victory  became  in  some  degree 
fevictualled.  The  Fury  was  abandoned  in  latitude  72^  48^  N. 
and  longitude  M^  50'  W.  Capt.  Ross  left  a  letter  in  the  dog 
kennel,  in  remembrance  of  the  Victory,  and  the  crew,  one  and 
all,  on  casting  off  from  tbe  beach,  exclaimed  ''God  bless  Fury 
Beach." 

The  Fury  was  abandoned  in  1825,  and  Capt.  Ross  did  not 
reach  the  same  place  until  18^,  making  an  interval  of  ibur  years 
that  the  stores  of  the  former  had  been  lying  on  the  beach,  ixi  the 
same  situation  as  they  had  been  left  by  Capt  Parry,  exposed  to 
all  the  severity  of  four  arctic  winters;  but  notwithstanding  this 
most  severe  trial,  the  bread  was  the  only  thing  that  was  in  any 
degree  injured.  The  preserved  meats  were  found  to  be  in  excel- 
lent eonditkm^  and  the  vegetables^  particularly  the  carcois  and 
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parsnips,  were  in  a  state  of  complete  preservation ;  even  the 
bread  towards  the  middle  of  thd  easks  Was  in  good  condition, 
being  musty  only  in  those  places  where  it  had  beed  subject  to 
the  immediate  influence  of  the  weather.  It  was  a  most  provi^ 
dential  circumstance  for  the  crew  of  the  Victory,  that  the  Fury*8 
stores  wefe  ih  silch  good  condition,  and  it  will  be  found  at  a 
subsequent  part  of  the  Voyage,  that,  but  for  thai  seasonable 
relief,  it  amounts  almost  to  a  certaitity  that  not  one  of  the  crew 
of  tbe  Victory  would  hate  lived  td  see  his  native  land  again. 

On  leaving  Fury  Point,  the  Wind  oame  on  to  blow  heavily 
from  the  south,  accoitipanied  by  violent  rain,  the  Victory  sail- 
ing along  undiscovered  land,  with  the  ic6  closely  packed  on 
shore,  and  several  icebergs  id  sight.  On  the  iOth  they  continued 
to  tack  off  and  dn,  and  at  10  p.m.  made  fast  to  a  berg.  At  poan 
four  of  the  officers  went  on  shore  on  an  island,  and  being  the  first 
discovered  beyond  the  latitude  to  which  Capt.  Parry  had  sailed, 
it  was  taken  formal  possession  of,  the  silk  colours  were  hoisted, 
three  cheers  Were  given,  ilnd  some  gin  from  the  distillery  of  Mr. 
Sheriff  Booth  was  dratik  on  the  hill.  Th6  ctew  on  board  an-* 
swered  the  cheers,  and  the  Victory  niay  now  be  said  to  be 
entering  on  an  ocean  which  had  never  before  been  ploughed  by 
a  British  keel,  and  where  the  sound  of  the  human  voice  had  nevet 
before  been  heard.     The  latitude  of  the  island  was  7P  north. 

In  the  afternoon  of  the  16th,  the  berg  floated'  and  sent  the 
vessel  adrift,  on  which  the  anchor  was  let  go,  and  the  steam 
got  up.  but  it  was  found  of  Ifttle  use,  as  they  were  running 
among  cross  ice,  which  impeded  the  itiotion  of  the  paddles,  and 
as  a  (air  wind  sprung  up,  the  engine  was  stopped.  They  now 
sailed  through  some  very  large  floes  of  ice,  and  the  weather 
coming  on  thick,  they  made  fast  to  one  of  tfa6m  where  they 
remained  during  the  night. 

On  the  18th  they  still  continued  to  sail  among  loose  ice,  and 
about  noon  a  young  whale  came  and  played  round  the  ship,  when 
Curtis,  one  of  the  seamen  hove  a  lance  into  her,  and  she  plunged 
away,  but  not  having  any  line  to  the  lance,  the  fish  escaped  alto^ 
gather.  It  was  a  matter  of  regret  to  the  crew  that  this  whato 
was  not  caught,  as  their  stock  of  oil  began  to  &11  short,  and 
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the  flesh  would  haTe  afforded  a  good  supply  of  food  for  the  dogs^ 
The  fog  clearing  away,  the  ship  got  under  weigh  with  a 
favourable  wind,  sailing  amongst  very  heavy  ice,  which  some- 
times came  down  upon  the  ship  with  such  force,  that  all  hands 
were  frequently  turned  up  to  bear  the  vessel  off,  but  she  having 
such  way  on,  she  would  come  against  the  pieces  with  such 
thumps,  as  threatened  to  knock  her  bows  in,  and  the  greatest 
apprehension  was  now  felt  that  she  would  soon  be  beset  in  the 
iee^  It  was  evident  that  the  strain  on  the  vessel  was  almost^ 
morq  than  she  could  bear,  but  it  was  only  by  carrying  a  press  of 
sail  that  the  ship  could  force  her  passage  through  the  ice,  and 
therefore  it  was  at  best  a  choice  of  evils,  the  only  question  being 
whether  it  were  better  to  run  the  risk  of  carrying  away  some 
of  the  mast^  and  rigging  of  the  vessel,  than  by  diminishing  the 
propelling  force,  incur  the  chance  of  being  beset  in  the  ice,  with 
the  season  closing  fast  upon  them,  and  the  danger  presenting 
itself  of  the  vessels  baring  the  &te  of  the  Fury,  by  being  so  nipped 
by  the  ice,  as  to  render*  her  wholly  unseawortliy.  It  was  re« 
marked  by  some  of  the  crew,  that  the  .ice  which  was  in  immediate 
contact  with  the  vessel  had  assumed  a  reddish  hue,  and  it  was 
supposed  at  first  to  have  been  caused  by  the  blood  of  the  whalo 
which  had  been  struck  by  Curtis,  but  it  was  subsequently  ascer- 
tained that  the  ice  had  taken  off  all  the  red  ocre  from  the  bows 
and  sides  of  the  vessel,  which  where  as  rough  as  if  they  had  been 
indented  with  a  hatchet. 

The  land  was  still  in  sight,  and  they  now  stood  on  for  it,  as 
well  as  the  ice  would  permit  them,  taking  regular  soundings 
which  varied  from  IQ  to  12  fathoms.  The  water  was  however 
found  to  decrease  in  depth  on  which  the  boat  was  sent  away  to 
sound  but  she  found  the  bottom  very  irregular,  which  excited  some 
degree  of  alarm,  as  it  was  impossible  from  the  pressure  of  the 
ice  to  keep  the  boat  a-head,  for  at  one  time  the  depth  was  only 
11  feet,  and  consequently  the  most  imminent  danger  existed  of 
the  vessel  getting  aground.  Finding  the  water  so  shallow,  the 
boat  was  got  on  board,  and  the  ship  stood  off  from  the  land 
amongst  cross  ice.  A  favourable  omen  however  now  presented 
Itself,  which  was  the  increasing  darkness  of  the  sky,  from  which 
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it 'ivras  conjectured  that  there  was  clear,  water  in  the  direction 
which  the  ship  was  steering,  for  it  is  a  phenomonon  well  known 
to  those  who  are  accustomed  to  navigate  the  arctic  seas,  that  in 
proportion  to  the  clearness  of  the  sea  from  ice,  the  sky  assumes  a 
darker  or  a  brighter  hue,  which  it  is  to  be  accounted  for,  upon 
the  established  principles  of  reflection.  With  this  favourable 
prospect  before  them;  they  made  all  sail  towards  it,  the  ship  at 
times  receiving  such  thumps  as  to  shake  the  whole  of  her  rig- 
ging. At  9  P.M.  they  came  in  sight  of  clear  water,  apparently 
running  west,  on  which  they  continued  to  run  until  3  a.m.  of  the 
19th,  when  they  were  completely  beset  in  the  ice,  and  made  fast 
to  a  lai^e  piece,  which  was  evidently  grounded.  At  9  a.m  they 
dropped  the  deep  sea  lead  overboard,  and  found  the  whole  body 
of  ice  driving  south.  At  11,  the  rudder  was  unshipped  firfear  of 
preesure.  Here  they  remained  beset  until  the  2';rd,  when  they 
moored  the  ship  a  little  in  shore.  Two  bears  were  seen  on  the 
ice,  one  of  which  was  severely  wounded,  but  it  got  away.  Two 
seals  were  also  diot,  but  they  both  sunk.  The  ship  had  scarcely 
made  {  of  a  mile  for  the  last  24  hours,  but  towards  the  evening  of 
the  2drd  the  ice  opened  a  little,  and  all  hands  were  called  to 
track  the  ship  through  it,  but  shortly  afterwards  it  was  made  fast 
to  a  floe,  as  there  was  not  any  vvind  which  could  assist  the  vesc^el 
through  her  difficulties.  On  the  following  morning  a  breeze 
sprang  np^  and  all  sail  was  set  to  force  the  vessel  through  the 
ice;  this  however  being  found  insufficient,  the  engineer  was 
ordered  to  get  the  steam  up,  and  they  cast  off  and  stood  in  for 
land.  •  At  7  P  M.  they  made  fast  to  a  berg  in  7  fathoms  of  water: 
The  first  sea  unicorn  was  here  seen,  but  at  too  great  a  distance 
to  obtain  a  shot  at  him«  Several  whales  were  also  seen,  but  too 
ftir  off  to  be  taken.  The  ice  appeared  closely  packed,  but  the 
steam  did  them  here  some  good  service,  as  it  enabled  them  to 
work  in  shore,  but  a  breeze  springing  up  directly  foul,  they  were, 
obliged  to  make  fast  to  the  ice  again.  Commander  James  here 
•hot  a  seal,  the  length  of  which  from  the  tip  of  the  nose  \o  the 
extremity  of  the  tail. was  seven  feet  ten  inches;  its  circumference^ 
behind  the  fore  flippers  five  feet  six  inches,  and  its  weight  seven 
hnndred  and  eighty  pounds ;  the  fore  flippers  measured  in  leni^th 
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ton  inches,  pad  io  breadth  five  inches  fpd  threp  quarters:  tbn 
hind  flippers  were  fifteen  inches  in  length,  and  in  bre^idth  when 
expanded,  two  feet. 

On  the  26th  the  weathei  was  (aggy,  the  steapi  wajj  however 
got  up  and  they. stood  in  for  land.  Commander  Ross  shot  a  feai, 
and  a  boat  was  hoisted  to  bring  it  ofi  board,  when  it  was  found 
that  it  was  not  mortally  wounded  ;  a  knife  was  plunged  into  it9 
heart,  and  immediately  afterwards  the  thermometer  was  in* 
sorted,  when  the  temperature  was  found  to  be  99* 

Some  progress  wan  still  made  with  the  steam,  but  it  was  oblige 
ed  to  stop  every  now  and  then  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  more 
power.  At  6  the  boat  was  sent  away  to  seekfqr  a^  place  to  mak^ 
&st  to,  and  on  her  return  reported  that  a  very  ^  ood  one. had  beet| 
found.  With  some  diiEculty  and  pot  without  some  danger  tb^ 
place  was  reached,  and  the  ship  made  fast  to  two  or  tb.ree  pieces 
of  ice  well  sheltered  from  wind,  tide,  and  pressure.  Tbe  officers 
went  on  shore  and  ratamed  with  a  very  fine  bare,  it  v^as  pearly 
the  same  size  as  the  oonunon  hare,  the  body  was  white  with  the 
exception  of  a  few  solitary  black  hairs,  rather  longer  than  th^ 
rest  being  dispersed  over  every  part,  and  whioh  appeared  a9  if 
the  animal  were  shedding  them,  as  they  oame  away  at  the  slight* 
sst  pull.  The  tips  of  the  ears,  and  the  short  hair  within  ih^ 
ears  were  black;  the  tail  was  short  and  white* 

On  the  27th  Commander  Ross  went  on  shore  to  make  same 
observations,  whilst  the  remainder  of  the  officers  extended  their 
walk  up  the  country.  On  their  return  they  reported  that  Ihey 
had  seen  some  small  fish  in  a  lake,  as  well  as  the  print  of  sopif 
deer's  feet ;  they  had  also  seen  some  huts  and  graves  of  ti^e 
Esquimaux.  Some  of  the  men  took  the  dingy  to  the  lake,  and 
caught  with  a  net  about  forty  fish  of  the  size  of  a  sprat ;  they 
partook  of  the  flavour  of  the  whiting,  but  the  smallness  of  their 
sioe  did  not  r^pay  the  trouble  of  their  caption.  The  men  alsa 
shot  a  hare  and  two  grouse. 

On  the  28th  a  fine  northerly  wind  sprung  up,  but  it  was  found 
impossible  to  take  any  advantage  of  it,  on  acooupt  of  tlie 
weather  proving  very  foggy,  and  the  ice  being  very  eioaely 
packed*    On  the  following  day  the  witfd  ^lew  strong  lK»m  Ike 
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N.  W.,  with  heavy  rain,  aiid  the  ice  still  olotely  packed.  At 
4  P.M.  ^me  clear  water  betng  Been  in  the  direetibn  to  whote  it 
was  intended  to  eleer,  they  cast  off  and  made  a  trial,  but  there 
being  a  large  fioe  of  aboot  10  miles  in  length,  they  were  entirely 
blocked  up. 

On  the  dOth  and  81st  they  still  remained  beset,  but  on  tlie 
night  of  the  1st  September  the  floe  wholly  disappeared,  and  by 
the  aid  of  a  northerly  wind,  they  warped  the  ship  to  the  point 
and  then  made  sail,  steering  a  south  westerly  course,  as  the 
water  appeared  to  run  more  clear  of  iee  in  that  direction.  The 
density  of  the  fog  was  however  greatly  against  then,  but  they 
continued  to  run  until  10  a.m.,  when  the  fog  cleared  away,  and 
they  found  themselves  completely  surrounded  with  ice  and  clos- 
ing  fast  upon  them.  The  ship  was  now  completely  beset,  the 
sails  were  fiirled,  and  the  rudder  unshipped.  Soundings  were 
obuined  in  52  &thoms,  the  ship  driving  by  the  lead  soutlw 
west.  At  8  P.M.,  a  pressure  came  on  which  gave  the  launch  a 
severe  nip;  the  wind  N.  N.  W.,  blowing  bard.  Capt,  Ross  shot 
an  ivory  gull.  This  bird  is  rather  larger  than  the  kittiwake 
gull,  the  bill  fit  a  deep  lead  colour,  the  edges  and  4ips  yeliiMvii^h, 
two  inches  long  from  the  angles  of  the  mouth  ;  the  orbits  of  the 
eyes  are  red,  the  irides  brown,  legs  and  feet  black ;  the  tarsus 
one  inch  and  thr^  quarters,  the  entire  plumage  of  a  snowy 
whiteness,  the  length  of  the  bird  is  nineteen  incheSi  tiso 
breadth  forty^-one  inches. 

On  the  !tod  and  8rd  they  were  still  beset,  sounded  and  found 
120,  180,  and  70  fathoms  with  stones  and  gravel,  the  latter  con*. 
sisting  <^ffagaients  of  gneiss,  gmnite  and  quarts  rook. 

On  the  4th  the  wind  coming  round  to  the  south-east,  gvoitt 
hope  was  entertained  that  the  ice  would  open,  nor  were  they 
disappointed  in  their  expectations,  for  mi  the  foUo^iog  day  at 
10  P.M.I  it  opened,  and  the  ship  got  under  weigh,  endeavoufing 
to  get  in  with  the  laud,  for  since  they  were  beset,  it  was  di»i 
eovered  that  they  had  driven  with  the  ice  a  bog  way  to  th» 
northward.  After  receiving  some  heavy  thumps  from  tba  icfw 
they  snooeeded  in  getting  in  with  die  land,  and  made  fiist  to  a 
berg..  This  vims  found  to  be  nearly  about  the  isuma  plaoa  a« 
wheve  Capt.  Ross  shot  the  hare  on  the  tlTth  August. 
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The  6th  being  Sanday>  divine  service  was  performed,  after 
which  Capt.  Ross,  Commander  Ross  and  the  .surgeon  went  on 
shore.  They  returned  at  2  p.m.  having  seen  a  number  of  red 
deer,  hares  and  mice,  two  of  the  hares  were  killed,  and  the  deer 
were  fired  at,  one  of  them  was  woimded,  but  it  made  its  escape. 
They  now  cast  off,  and  ran  between  two  headlemds,  which  were 
supposed  to  be  the  opening  of  a  passage,  and  a  boat  was  sent 
away  to  sound  and  examine  it.  On  the  following  morning  the 
officers  went  again  on  shore,  and  during  their  absence  the  boat 
returned,  and  found  the  supposed  passage  to  be  a  bay.  On. the 
7th  the  weather  being  fine,  the  boat  was  again  sent  out  to  measure 
the  extent  of  the  bay,  and  found  it  to  be  five  miles  in  length  and 
about  four  in  breadth,  but .  completely  filled  with  ice.  Whilst 
the  pfficers  went  on  shore  they  ascended  an  eminence  to  see,  if 
they  could  discover  any  clear  water,  but  very  little  was  discern- 
ible. They  brought  with  them  two  hares,  one  weighing  9lbs. 
12  oz.,  the  other  only  5tt>s.  lloz.  On  the  8th  the  ice  slackening 
a  little,  they  cast  off,  and  proceeded  out  of  the  bay,  but  the 
weather  coming  on  foggy  with  a  foul  wind  they  made  fast  again. 
The  water  was  so  clear  of  ice  that  the  boat  was  sent  out  to  some 
islands  in  a  northwesterly  direction  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining 
if  any  passage  existed  in  that  quarter,  or  if  there  were  room  for 
the  vessel  to  navigate  between  them.  The  report  was  so  favour- 
able as  to  induce  Capt.  Ross  to  steer  for  them,  which  he  deter- 
mined to  carry  into  effect  as  soon  as  Commander  Ross  and  his 
party  returned  on  board,  they  being  on  shore  on  a  shooting  expe- 
dition. Commander  Ross  returned  with  two  hares  and  found  a 
dead  deer  supposed  to  be  the  one  which  had  been  fired  at  on  the 
proceeding  day.  The  boat  was  immediately  despatched  tu 
bring  it  away..  At  8  p.m.,  they  cast  off  with  a  light  wind  from 
the  north,  but  they  had  scarcely  rounded  the  point  when  it 
changed  to  the  south-east,  and  having  tracked  the  ship  the 
length  of  a  whole  line,  made  fast  to  a  berg.  The  boat  returned 
with  the  deer,  the  whole  weight  of  which  was  2d5tbs,  the  head 
and  neck  weighing  96}tt>s. 

On  the  10th  the  ice  cleared  away,  the  weather  was  fine  and 
rather  a  cheering  prospect  presented  itself  to  the  crew..  They 
arrived  at  the  Islands,  but  vrere  obliged  to  make  fast  on  account 
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of  the  ice  beiiig  closely  packed.  The  oflScers  went  on  shore  and. 
erected  a  monument.  The  ice  was  now  running  at  a  rapid  rate, 
and  the  dingy  with  three  hands  was  despatched  to  report  the 
appearance  of  the  coast,  but  the  ice  closed  suddenly  upon  them, 
and  they  were  prevented  from  getting  on  board  for  nearlv  five 
hours.  It  was  found  to  be  very  dangerous  to  be  amongst  the 
islands,  as  the  tide  was  very  rapid,  although  the  persons  sent  in 
the  dingy  reported  that  there  was  clear  water  on  the  other  side  of 
them.  It  was  therefore  determined  at  all  hazards,  that  the 
attempt  should  be  made  to  reach  the  quarter  where  the  clear 
water  bad  been  seen,  but  within  a  few  hours  the  ship  had  some 
very  harrow  escapes;  they  soon  got  beset  in  the  ice,  and  in  en-  ' 
deavouring  to  effect  a  passage  through  the  islands,  every  rope 
was  carried  away,  which  was  made  fast.  It  was  not  until  the 
12th  that  they  got  under  weigh,  and  ran  through  'amongst  the 
islands,'  tlie  tide  during  the  whole  of  the  time  running  very  ra- 
pidly ;  the  situation  of  the  ship  was  now  not  only  awkward  but 
exceedingly  dangerous,  it  was  the  third  time  that  she  had  run 
among  very  heavy  ice,  receiving  frequently  those  tremendous 
thumps,  which  made  her  timbers  tremble  from  the  bow  to  the 
stem.  At  4  a.m.  they  made  fast  to  a  berg,  which  was  aground, 
but  both  the  place  and  the  berg  were  very  unsafe.  They  cast  off 
and  warped  to  another  island,  to  which  they  made  fast ;  clear 
water  was  now  in  sight,  and  they  made  another  attempt  to  get 
l>old  of  the  main  land,  the  ship  receiving  some  very  heavy  nips 
and  thumps,  and  taking  out  lines;  besides  having  the  whale 
boat  amongst  the  ice  clearing  the  lines,  but  about  noon  they 
succeeded  in  getting  into  clear  water.  The  boat  and  lines  were 
got  on  board,  but  the  wind  being  foul,  they  were  obliged  to  beat 
until  7  P.M.,  and  then  made  fast  to  the  ground  ice,  seventy  yards 
from  the  shore.  At  mid-day  on  the  13th,  the  bergs  floated, 
but  by  having  a  line  on  shore,  the  ship,  bergs,  &c.,  were  hauled 
in  shore,  and  grounded  the  ice.  -  Capt.  Ross  here  went  on  shore 
and  ascended  the  bills ;  during  his  stay  there  he  took  a  sketch 
of  the  land,  but  there  was  little  of  interest  in  it,  as  it  presented 
nothing  but  a  scene  of  the  wildest  desolation,  with  not  a  living 
object  ^JDMpt  the  isolated  Victory  to  enliven  it.     On  this  day 
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.there  was  an  eclipse  of  the  moon,  which  was  distiitctlj  Tiatble. 
A  fitvoorfthle  (iteesse  sprfngifig^  up  they  tailed  aboat  seYen  miles, 
and  then  they  came  in  contact  with  a  chain  of  islands,  with  the 
ice  closely  packed.  Hefe  they  made  fast  to  a  berg  under  an 
island,  and  the  officers  went  on  shore,  and  put  a  pole  up  with  a 
piece  of  copper,  and  some  other  things  fastened  ta  it,  with  the 
Captain's  name,  that  of  the  Victory,  and  the  date  of  the  month 
and  year  inscribed  upon  it.  On  the  return  of  the  officers,  they 
reported  that  they  could  see  from  the  hill  a  great  extent  of  clear 
water,  and  the  land  appearing  as  if  jt  inclined  to  the  westward. 
The  squalls  from  the  W.  S.  W.  now  became  so  heavy  that  the 
ice  was  sometimes  in  motion.  During  the  night  the  launch  got 
so  severe  a  nip,  that  had  she  not  risen  to  it,  she  would  most 
probably  have  received  so  much  damage,  as  to  render  her  repair 
impracticable. 

On  the  15th,  the  approach  of  winter  was  announced  by  a  fall 
of  snow,  which  did  not  tend  much  to  raise  the  spirits  of  the  crow ; 
for  bold  and  imdaunted  as  their  hearts  might  be,  the  prospeet  of 
passing  a  winter  in  such  a  cheerless  clime,  with  dangers  of  the 
most  appalling  kind  surrounding  them  in  every  dlreetion,  could 
not  be  looked  upon  without  feeling  some  of  those  sinkings  and 
misgivings  of  the  spirit,  to  which  even  the  most  courageous  are 
sometimes  subject,  when  the  darkness  of  disappointment  is  closirg* 
fast  upon  them,  and  the  day  star  of  hope  is  shrouded  in  the 
gloomy  clouds  of  despair. 

The  prospect  to  the  hardy  mariners  was  by  no  means  unpromis- 
ing ;  they  had  not  as  yet  met  with  any  impenetrable  bat rier  to 
their  progress,  on  the  contrary  the  sea  appeared  to  be  more  clemr 
of  ice,  than  it  had  been  for  some  time  previous,  nor  wm  the 
navigation  attended  with  any  more  prominent  dangers  than  they 
had  hitherto  encountered.  Their  accidents  had  been  hitherto  but 
few,  and  of  no  serious  moment,  and  merely  such  as  could  be 
repaired  from  the  stores  of  the  vessel.  It  is  true  that  in  two 
instances  an  extraordinary  piece  of  good  fortune  had  befalloo 
them ;  the  first  in  obtaining  possession  of  the  stores  of  the 
Rookwood,  and  the  second,  which  was  of  the  most  vital  conw 
quence,  finding  the  provisions  of  the  Fury  in  such  exeeilettt  con- 
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4itioB  thai  aril  fear  of  actual  want  was  banished  (trom  thtftr 
minds  A  considerable  portion  of  the  Furj's  stores  was  still 
left  on  the  beach,  and  therefore  Capt.  Roes,  in  d^ult  of  provi* 
aions,  bad  only  to  retrace  his  course  to  his  magazine,  to  obtain 
the  Bopply  which  be  might  stand  in  need  of.  This  circumstance 
al<me  was  sufficient  to  instil  spirit  and  confidence  into  the  hearts 
of  the  officere  and  the  crew«  and  prevent  any  despondency  com* 
ing  over  them  as  to  a  possible  dearth  of  provisions. 

The  snow  storm  of  the  16th  was  not  of  long  duration,  but  on 
the  same  day  the  launch  was  nearly  lost  by  the  capsizing  of  a 
large  piece  of  ice,  which  came  in  contact  with  it,  but  it  fortu- 
nately rose  to  the  ice,  and  thus  escaped  any  serious  injury.  At  6 
A.M.  all  the  hands  were  turned  up  to  heave  the  ship  out  of  the 
place  where,  she  lay,  and  tl^ey  oontinaed  to  heave  for  three  hours, 
carrying  away  the  hawsers  and  lines,  and  nearly  capsizing  the 
after-capstan ;  they  then  nsade  fast  to  another  berg,  but  after  all 
their  toil  and  trouble,  their  progress  had  not  exceeded  five 
yards,  at  1h»  same  time  they  had  the  mortification. to  know  that 
the  wind  was  fair,  and  clear  water  as  fiur  as  the  eye  could  reach. 
After  brealdast  another  attempt  was  made,  by  placing  a  cqpring 
upon  each  quarter,  hot  after  trying  every  possible  scheme^ 
they  were  obliged  to  make. fast  again  at  noon.  The  ice  was 
now  setting  in  very  rapidly » and  by  neon  they  were  ao  completely 
blocked  upj  that  they  could  walk  very  easily  On  Aon.  In  the 
evening,  three  hands  were  sent  on  shore,  to  ^o  a  short  distance 
over  land,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  state  of  the  ice, 
but  they  reported  every  thing  to  be  stationary  in  regard  to  ti, 
with  the  exception  of  a  large  pond  in  the  middle,  which  was 
not  freaen. 

On  the  16th  the  wind  continued  to  blow  very  hard,  but 
rather  more  westerly.  During  the  night  a  sharp  frost  set  in, 
which  BBAde  their  anxiety  still  greater  to  effect  their  liberation 
from  their  icy  imprisonment.  The  wind  drawing  more  off  the 
land,  an  endeavour  was  made  to  heave  the  ship  more  in  shore. 
At  high  water  the  berg  floated,  they  cast  off  and  got  a  short 
distance,  when  they  again  made  fast,  and  got  into  the  same 
place,  whwe  they  carried  away  their  hawsers,  ropes,  &o.     In 

6  T 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


188  LAST  VOYAGE  OF  CAPT.  ROSS 

the  eveniog  Oapl.  Ross  and  a  partj  went  on  shore  to  ascer* 
tain  the  state  of  the  ice,  and  found  that  the  water  was  quite 
clear  in  the  direction  in  which  it  was  their  intention  to  steer. 
It  was  however  a  tantalizing*  sight,  for  the  ship  appeared  to  be 
immoveably  fixed,  although  the  ice  was  clearing  fast  away.  At 
this  time  the  wind  was  blowing  from  W.S.W.  when  on  a  sud 
den  it  shifted  to  N.E. ;  Capt.  Ross  declared  that  in  the  whole 
course  of  his  life,  he  never  met  with  so  sudden  change  from  one 
tquarter,  to  the  other  immediately  opposite  to  it.  It  was  sup- 
posed to  portend  hard  and  severe  weather,  and  in  consequence 
all  hands  were  turned  out  to  moor  the  ship  afresh,  and  to  get  her 
into  a  snugger  birlh. 

'  On  the  17th  the  wind  continued  toblow  most  violently  from  the 
N.  N.  W.,  but  fortunately  for  the  ship  she  was  in  a  good  har- 
bour. A  vast  extent  of  clear  water  was  seen  in  a  westerly  direct* 
ion,  but  the  vessel  being  beset  at  the  edge  of  the  floe,  rendered 
it  impossible  to  force  a  passage ;  the  sea  at  this  time  was  breaking 
very  high  over  the  vessel,  and  the  ice  was  kept  in  an  undulating 
motion,  which  had  a  most  extraordinary  and  novel  appearance. 
The  ice  appeared  to  be  packed  as  closely  as  possible,  far  away 
to  the  N.  E.  by  E.,  in  the  direction  of  the  islands,  the  distance 
of  which  appeared  to  be  about  8  miles.  In  consequence  of  the 
tempestuous  state  of  the  weather,  another  hawser  was  got  out, 
and  other  precautions  were  taken  to  ensure  the  safety  of  the  ship. 
The  temperature  of  the  air  was  this  day  23°,  that  of  the  sea  28^, 
latitude  7P49. 

On  the  morning  of  the  18th,  one  of  the  bergs  got  afloat  in 
shore,  which  obliged  them  to  unmoor,  and  to  moor  the  ship 
afresh.  After  breakfast,  Capt.  Ross  and  his  nephew  went  on 
shore,  to  take  an  observation  of  the  state  of  the  ice  from  a  high 
bill,  when  their  eyes  were  gratified  with  a  vast  expanse  of  clear 
water  stretching  away  to  a  considerable  distance,  but  a  very 
heavy  sea  running  outside.  The  ice  that  confined  the  ship  was 
in  continual  motion,  a  circumstance  which  had  never  before  been 
witnessed  by  any  person  on  board,  some  part  of  the  ice  was  from 
SO  to  100  feet  thick. 

The  circumstance  of  the  Victory  being  so  long  beset,  became 
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a  matter  of  deep  regret  to  Capt.  Robs,  and  the  whole  of  the  offi- 
cers and  crew,  for  since  the  northern  expeditions  were  fitted  out, 
a  greater  prospect  of  success  never  presented  itself;  the  wind  was 
fair,  the  sea  open  before  them  as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach,  and 
the  ship  lay  tossing  about  at  the  edge  of  the  floe,  with  no 
immediate  prospect  of  being  liberated.  It  were  illiberal  to  at- 
tach any  blame  to  the  officers  in  having  brought  the  vessel  into 
such  a  predicament;  for  the  most  consummate  caution  and  skill 
were  necessary,  in  navigating  the  vessel  amongst  islands,  the 
shores  of  which  were  surrounded  by  floes  of  ice,  and  which  it 
was  not  in  the  power  of  the  most  skilful  pilot  to  avoid.  The  ex- 
treme turbulence  of  the  weather  contributed  also  not  a  little  to 
impose  upon  the  commander  of  the  expedition,  a  line  of  conduct 
which,  under  any  other  circumstances  he  would  not  have  pursued, 
at  the  same  time  there  were  not  wanting  those  on  board,  who 
secretly  murmured  at  the  plan  of  operations  which  had  been 
adopted, and  who  hesitated  not  to  say,  that  their  present  dilemma 
was  actually  owing  to  bad  management,  and  an  erroneous  judge- 
ment. The  crew  felt  their  disheartening  situation  most  acutely, 
and  as  the  frustration  of  hope  generally  sours  the  temper,  it  is 
not  to  be  wondered  at,  that  many  little  bickerings  and  quarrels 
arose,  which  could  not  be  attributed  to  any  degeneracy  of  dispa- 
sition,  but  to  the  effect  of  disappointment,  operating  on  anxious 
and  sanguine  spirits,  whose  minds  were  wholly  bent  on  one 
object,  and  that  object  likely  to  elude  their  grasp  at  the  moment 
when  it  appeared  to  be  within  their  reach. 

On  the  19th  the  same  depressing  scene  presented  itself,  tire 
ship  was  still  imbedded  in  the  ice,  the  wind  fair,  and  the 
water  clear  of  ice  towards  the  westward.  In  the  offing  a  large 
piece  of  ice  was  observed  setting  to  the  south  east,  which  inspired 
the  officers  with  some  hope  that  their  liberation  was  not  far  dis< 
tant;  but  on  the  following  day  that  hope  was  found  to  be  an 
illusion,  for  it  was  discovered  that  during  the  night,  the  ice 
bad  set  in,  and  had  formed  a  complete  blockade.  According 
to  the  calculation  of  Commander  Ross,  the  islands  were  eight 
miles  distant  from  the  ship. 

This  day  being  Sunday,  divine  service  was  performed,  and 
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in  the  afternoon  tbe  crew  were  permitted  to  g'o  on  shore,  but  m 
to  any  pleasure  or  amusement  being  derived  from  the  excursion, 
it  was  wholly  out  of  the  question.  As  a  matter  of  recreation  or 
relief  from  the  monotony  of  the  ship,  it  was  eagerly  embraced 
by  the  majority  of  tbe  crew,  who  were  disposed  to  regard  any 
change  with  Satisfaction,  but  the  picture  which  presented  itself 
to  their  view  was  that  of  desolation  in  its  most  comprehensive 
sense,  and  which  perhaps  few  besides  themselves  ever  beheld 
before. 

It  was  a  spot  on  which  the  hiiman  voice  had  never  been  beard ; 
not  a  vestige  of  man,  of  his  labour  or  bis  industry  was  to  be 
seen,  their  ship  appeared  the  only  inhabited  place  on  tbe  globe, 
themselves  the  sole  inhabitants  of  it.  Still  however,  whatever 
tends  to  abstract  the  mind  from  the  immediate  oontemplation 
of  its  sufferings,  possesses  a  salutary  influence  upon  the  spirits, 
they  become  thereby  freshened  and  invigorated  to  endure  the 
fate  that  may  be  in  reserve  for  them,  and  by  nobly  contending 
against  their  difficuUies,  enjoy  at  last  the  proud  satisfitctioD  o^ 
having  overcome  them. 

Commander  Ross  accompanied  by  tbe  surgeon,  and  the  steward 
also  went  on  shore,  and  from  a  hill  they  saw  one  or  two  islands 
to  the  southward ;  the  land  on  which  they  were,  appeared  to 
be  inclined  towards  the  westward ;  bat  as  far  as  their  eye  could 
reach,  which  they  calculated  to  be  thirty  five  miles,  not  a  piece 
of  ice  was  to  be  seen.  The  two  islands  just  mentioned  were  also 
supposed  to  be  about  that  distance.  Towards  evening  the  ioe 
made  a  slight  move,  but  it  was  by  no  means  to  that  extent  as  to 
excite  any  hope  of  its  being  so  general  as  to  effect  their  emanci- 
pation.   Tbe  air  by  the  thermometer  was  26^,  the  water  28®. 

On  the  morning  of  the  21st,  so  far  from  the  ice  having  made 
a  move  in  their  favour,  they  found  themselves  completely  blocked 
up  with  young  ice,  and  at  9  a.m.  all  hands  were  sent  on  the  ice 
to  break  the  young  ice,  and  if  possible  to  effect  a  passage  for  the 
ship.  This  measure  was  however  considered  as  the  most  injudi* 
cious  and  useless  that  could  have  been  adopted.  It  was  not  in 
the  power  of  a  thousand  men,  much  less  of  eighteen,  to  make 
such  room  as  to  admit  of  the  passage  of  the  ship,  on  acoount  of 
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Hm  Qneooimoii  heaviiMM  of  the  ice.  It  was  indeed  mpposed  bj 
the  ofew,  thai  the  plan  was  suggested  by  Capit.  Ross  more  with 
the  Tiew  of  giving  them  some  exercise,  than  from  anj  hope 
which  he  could  entertain  of  deriving  any  advantage  from  it. 
The  men  might  have  attempted  with  an  equal  chance  of  success, 
to  bore  through  an  iceberg  to  admit  the  passage  of  the  ship,  as  to 
accomplish  it  by  merely  breaking  the  ice  around  her.  The  labour 
of  the  day  would  not  have  been  perceptible  on  the  following 
morning,  and  the  only  satisfiiction  which  the  men  could  enjoy 
was,  that  they  had  obeyed  the  commands  of  their  officers.  The 
latitude  by  observation  was  now  found  to  be  70^  O'  0*  north,  ano 
longitude  02®  0/  €f  west.  Some  vivid  flashes  of  lightning  were 
seen  daring  the  night,  but  unaccompanied  by  thunder. 

On  the  22nd  the  weather  was  very  fine,  with  the  wind  inclin- 
ing to  the  westward.  It  was  found  at  daylight  that  the  ice  was 
making  a  move  towards  the  north  east,  on  which  all  hands  were 
turned  up,  and  some  of  them  sent  on  the  ice  to  loosen  some  of 
the  heaviest  pieces  of  it,  but  they  found  that  their  labour  was  al  1  in 
vain.  It  was  now  determined  as  the  last  resource,  to  attempt  to 
saw  a  passage  for  the  ship  through  the  ice,  and  the  ice  saws  with 
the  necessary  gear  were  delivered  to  the  men.  At  10  a.m.  they 
commenced  sawing,  and  by  noon  with  one  saw  they  had  cut 
nearly  to  the  ship.  It  was  found  that  the  sawing  weakened  the 
neck  of  ice  to  which  it  hung,  and  the  prospect  of  liberation 
stimulated  the  men  to  renewed  exertions.  At  1  p.m.  the  wind 
came  on  to  blow  strong  from  the  S.  S.  W.,  and  the  ice  began 
to  move  a  little,  but  was  still  stationary  in  the  immediate  vicinity 
6f  the  ship ;  it  was  however  no  little  satisfaction  to  find  that  she 
was  now  held  only  by  a  small  floe,  which  was  attached  to  the 
ground  ice.  The  saws  and  all  the  gear  were  now  brought  on 
board,  and  a  five  inch  hawser  taken  out  for  the  purpose  of  making 
fast  to  a  berg  that  was  going  to  the  N.  E.  It  was  perhaps  the 
first  time  that  an  iceberg  had  the  honor  conferred  upon  it,  ot 
towing  a  British  ship,  although  we  know  that  the  direct  contrary 
was  once  in  contemplation,  of  towing  the  icebergs  by  British 
ships  to  the  tropics,  for  the  purpose  of  difiusing  their  refrigerat- 
ing power  on  the  countries  situated  between  them      The  sight 
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however  must  have  been  one  of  ^eat  novelty,  to  observe  the ' 
majestic  berg  with  its  new  companion,  affording  its  gratuitous 
aid  towards  accomplishing  the  discovery  of  the  north  west 
passage,  and  Capt.  Ross  cannot  complain  of  not  having  met  with 
an  auxiliary,  where  he  the  least  expected  to  find  one,  and  one 
which  by  its  formidable  power,  would  enable  him  to  dispense 
with  the  services  of  his  most  unserviceable  steam  engine. 

If  however  the  berg  was  willing    to  perform  its  duty,  the 
hawser  was  not  or  could  not,  for  the  former  no  sooner  began  to 
put  its  powers  in  action,  than  the  latter  broke,  and  it  became 
necessary  to  apply  to  the  berg  again  to  have  the  hawser  once 
more  fastened  to  him.     In  the  mean  time  the  purser  and  the 
surgeon  went  on  shore  to  examine  the  state  of  the  ice,  in  case 
the  new  towing  machine  should  prove  successful   in  pulliug  the 
ship  out  of  her  icy  bed,  and  their  report  was  highly  favourable. 
The  wind  was  however  blowing  hard  from  the  southward,  and 
as  night  was  coming  on,  Capt.  Ross  judged  it  most  advisable  to 
moor  the  ship  again,  and  redouble  their  exertions  on  the  following 
day.     A  snow  storm  came  on  towards  night,  and  the  most  serious 
apprehensions  were  entertained  that  should  the  snow  fall  to  any 
great  thickness,  the  difficulty  of  liberating  themselves  would  be 
greatly  increased,  in  fact  it  became  a  question  whether  it  could 
be  accomplished  at  all.   Early  on  the  following  morning,  all  hands 
were  turned  out  and  employed  on  the  ice,  with  axes  and  hand- 
spikes,  to  force  the  pieces  of  ice  asunder:  Capt.  Ross  and  his 
nephew  went  on  shore,  and  on  their  return  to  their  unspeakable 
satisfaction,  they  found  the  Victory  clear,  and  wholly  effected  by 
the  main  labour  of  the  crew.     The  ship  was  immediately  got 
under   weighi  although  the  wind  was  foul,  and   by  six  o'clock 
P.M.,  they  had  sailed  ten  miles  along  the  land;. at  night  they 
made  fast  to  a  berg,  and  Commander  James  was  sent  in  the  whale 
boat  to  go  round  a  point,   under  which  the  ship  lay.     On  the 
return  of  Commander  Ross?,  he  reported  that  he  had  found  a  bay, 
but  it  was  full  of  ice.     The  wind  was  now  at  the  southwest  with 
the  ice  going  with  a  flood  tide  to  the  eastward. 

The  satisfaction  which  had  been  experienced  on  the  liberation 
of  the  ship  was  however  of  short  duration.    On  the  following 
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day  the  ship  got  under  weighs  and  the  whale  boat  was  lowered 
for  the  purpose  of  towing  her.  As  the  ice  was  now  running  fast 
to  the  northward,  Capt.  Ross  and  his  nephew  went  on  shore  to 
make  the  necessary  observations^  and  shortly  after  their  return 
the  ship  was  again  fast.  The  dingy  was  sent  away  to  sound,  the 
depth  varied  from  five  fathoms  to  twelve  ;  the  ship  was  moored 
to  a  berg  in  five  fathoms,  but  as  she  lay  amongst  a  parcel  of 
Islands,  between  which  the  tide  ran  with  great  rapidity,  and  as  it 
happened  at  this  time  to  be  flood  tide,  the  berg  floated,  and  the 
tide  took  the  berg  and  the  ship  with  such  force,  that  the  latter 
was  driven  on  a  rock.  She  was  however  got  06"  without  sustain* 
ing  much  injury,  it  being  a  fortunate  circumstance  that  the  rock 
was  very  round  at  the  top,  for  which  reason  the  vessel  could  not 
lodge,  but  slided  off  into  deep  water.  A  hawser  was  now  taken  out 
and  made  fast  to  a  berg  astern,  and  the  ship  was  hove  to  it^  in 
order  to  take  her  more  out  of  the  stream. 

Capt.  Ross  not  altogether  approving  of  the  place  were  the 
ship  lay,  went  on  shore  for  the  purpose  of  discovering  another 
of  greater  safety,  and  on  his  return  the  ship  was  got  under  weighs 
but  they  had  not  proceeded  far,  when  on  going  through  a  very 
narrow  passage  between  two  bergs,  the  ship  grounded  on  the 
tongue*  of  one  of  them,  and  it  being  flood  tide,  it  was  not  with- 
out great  exertion  that  she  was  hove  ofi*.  The  ship  was  now 
taken  to  the  place  pointed  out  by  Capt.  Ross,  and  secured  in  the 
-best  possible  manner.  The  whale  boat  was  lowered  down,  and 
a  party  went  on  shore  on  a  cruise  of  observation,  and  appeared 
well  satisfied  with  the  situation  of  the  ship,  and  the  prospect 
which  presented  itself  to  them,  if  they  could  once  succeed  in 
getting  clear  of  the  islands.  A  raven,  a  few  gulls,  and  a  seal 
were  seen  this  day,  but  at  too  great  a  distance  to  be  fired  at. 
The  snow  fell  in  ^reat  quantities  during  the  whole  of  the  day, 
with  light  winds  from  the  north.  The  temperature  of  the  air 
and  the  water  being  both  90^. 

On  the  following  morning  the'i5th,the  tide  had  risen  to  such  a 
height  as  to  cause  the  bergs  to  float,  and  the  ship  and  the  bergs 


•  A  loftf  piece  of  Ice  which  projects  from  the  berg  a  considerable  distance  under  waiter,  and  tli 
an  to  Meordtes  to  that  of  Oie  berr. 
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drove  with  tlie  tide,  until  the  hawser  which  was  on  Aore  brooghi 
the  ship  up,  and  the  wind  at  <he  same  time  heiag  off  the  land,  no 
further  danger  was  appreheaded.  At  11  am.  the  ice  came  in 
amongst  the  islands  with  such  rapiditj,  by  which  it  became 
so  closely  packed,  that  it  was  found  requisite  to  alter  the 
position  of  the  ship :  they  had  not  however  departed  more 
than  twenty  minutes,  when  the  ship  was  as  closely  imbedded  in 
the  ice  ns  she  was  before. 

This  being  the  birthday  of  Capt.  Ross'  son,  he  and  his  officers 
went  on  shore  after  dinner,  and  built  a  monument  on  the  top  of 
the  island,  and  in  the  middle  put  a  pole  and  copper,  with  the 
names  of  himself,  his  officers,  and  ship  engraved  on  iL  Capt. 
Ross  named  the  island  Andrew  Ross^  Island,  in  remembrance  of 
Ae  natal  day  of  his  son.  On  their  return  the  ice  was  still  in  the 
same  position,  with  one  very  narrow  lane  of  water,  and  all  outside 
closely  packed.    Temperature  of  the  air  23^,  of  tlie  sea  29\ 

Not  the  slightest  appearance  presented  itself  on  the  following 
day,  of  effecting  any  alteration  in  the  position  of  the  ship ;  during 
the  night  a  very  heavy  fall  of  snow  had  taken  plaoe,  but  the 
weather  was  quite  mild  considering  the  season  of  the  year.  It 
was  remarked  that  where  there  was  still  water,  there  was  scarcely 
any  ice;  by  which  however  it  must  be  understood,  that  the  young 
ice  of  the  present  year  is  meant.  The  weather  on  this  day  was 
not  foggy  near  the  ship,  but  it  was  so  hazy  all  round  the  horizon 
as  to  prevent  them  seeing  the  land,  or  the  situation  of  the  ice, 
which  now  appeared  to  surround  them  in  every  direotien.  The 
chief  employment  of  the  icrew  during  the  time  that  they  were 
beset  in  the  ice,  was  making  mats ;  an  occupation  as  much  in 
unison  ivith  the  professional  avocations  of  the  sailor,  as  if  they 
had  heen  placed  cross  legged  upon  a  tailors  board,  to  sew  the 
seams  of  a  flushing  jacket.  But  it  was  indubitably  a  stroke  of 
^od  policy  on  the  part  of  Capt.  Ross,  to  cut  out  some  employ- 
ment for  his  men,  in  order  to  save  them  from  the  ennui  attendant 
OQ  a  life  of  inactivity  and  idleness,  which  was  the  inevitable 
result  of  their  inclosnre  in  the  ice,  and  the  consequent  cessation 
of  the  customary  duties  of  the  ship. 
The  wind  at  this  time  appeared  to  be  settled  to  no  particular 
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poiat,  blowing  from  the  north  and  north  west  at  one  hour^  and 
then  veering  to  the  east  the  next.  It  was  however  observed 
that  the  fall  of  snow  was  the  heaviest,  whilst  the  wind  blew 
from  the  north,  and  the  flakes  fell  so  thickly  as  to  conceal  the 
sight  of  the  land  from  the  ship, 

Capt.  Ross  had  the  misfortune  on  this  d^y  to  lose  one  of  hie 
Esqaimanx  dogs,  which  was  attributed  to  its  long  confinement 
on  board  the  ship,  and  the  short  allowance  of  food  to  which 
it  was  obliged  to  be  restricted. 

On  the  27th  it  came  on  to  blow  vety  hard  from  the  north,  but 
the  Situation  in  which  the  ship  had  been  placed,  protected  it  in 
a  great  measure  from  the  violence  of  the  gale,  although  some 
apprehension  was  entertained,  that  if  the  wind  came  from  the 
southward,  it  would  be  found  necessary  to  change  the  situation 
of  the  ship,  which  if  the  ice  continued  to  accumulate  as  it  had 
done  during  the  two  preceding  days,  would  be  found  a  task  of 
almost  insuperable  difficulty ;  with  this  impression  on  the  mind 
of  Capt.  Ross,  he  despatched  Commander  Ross  for  the  purpose 
of  discovering  a  more  convenient  place  in  which  the  ship  could 
be  moored,  but  although  the  place  was  found,  it  appeared  almost 
imposrible  to  navigate  the  ship  to  it,  as  it  was  discovered  that  to 
the  windward  of  the  islands,  the  ice  was  closely  packed,  and 
presented  an  almost  impassable  barrier  to  the  point  to  which  it 
was  their  intention  to  steer.  Towards  evening  the  officers  went 
on  shore,  and  found  that  the  ice  had  opened  in  a  very  extraordi-^ 
nary  degree,  but  still  not  sufficiently  as  to  admit  a  passage  for 
the  ship. 

It  now  became  the  general  opinion  that  they  would  be  soon 
obliged  to  take  up  their  winter  quarters.  The  frost  had  set  in 
with  some  violence,  and  were  they  to  attempt  to  retrace  their 
eonrse^  they  would  have  to  contend  not  only  against  the  ice  of 
former  years,  but  also  with  the  young  ice  that  had  been  made 
during  the  present  season. 

It  was  on  the  28th  September,  1824,  that  Capt.  Parry  went 
into  Port  Bowen  with  the  Hecla  and  Fury,  and  never  effected 
his  passage  out  until  the  26th  July,  1825.  In  all  the  other  ex- 
peditions also,  the  latter  end  of  September,  or  the  beginning  of 

f  V 
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OetNibCf,  was  the  time'wlnft  the  vMteb  vtve  atoliasod  ifi  tb«if. 
whitfer  quartero,  and  therafore  m  ibio  paH  of  .tli9  ewi'W  of  ibo/ 
Ytetory,  itwaA  mtiouiLto  auppoae  tWi  tb»ir  labours  a»:faf  aa^ 
tlie  iMir'vigatioa.af.tliuaveiaei  «aa  ceofierMd,  woro  drawing  laat 
to  a  cloae.    The  great  object  of  solicitude  theffofoie*  w^'W  was  to.- 
aelec^the'safcet  place  where  ^e  YioiOry'  eould  bo  Iftjid  up  Cm*  tjie 
w1tft(dr>  for  it  was  loo  ertdent  that  the  place  in  wlii^h  sbe  tbeo 
laj,  wae  aur«ounded  with  aoany  dangers,  and  wboUy  tdosUtvte  of 
the  least  protection  from  the  violenee  of  the  wiucis.     The  oawify 
itself  ()rMirnted  few  or  notempialioos^not  even  those  of  aewwoa 
kind,  which  distinguished  the  wiaterkig  plaoes  of  any  of  tbo 
strips,  which  had  been  employed  in  the  former  eJipediUons.    Tbo; 
idands'by  which  they  were  sarrottaded,  appeared  to  have  the. 
Gttrse  oT  barrenness  upon  them  to  the  uiUnoeft  possible  e«ten(;. 
a-  solftiry  btrd  at  times  showed  itself,  but  it  was-  only  op  ita^ 
pkssajgf  >to  its  natural 'faannts,  and  eiren  the  animals  ilKlig^oovs, 
to  <he  Climate,  appeared  to  visit  them  only  on  :pacticular  oooi^ionajtj 
but  seldom  made  them  the  adopted  place  of  ibeir  abode*     Cofnr*r 
maihder  Ross  was  so  thoroughly  convinced  of  the  ineligibiUty  of) 
the  situation  in  which  the  Victory  then  lay,  that  ki  theev«Ain|^ 
he  took  the  whale  boat,  with  the  hope  of  diBooveriog  a  paaaage 
by  which  the  ship' could  be  got  out.    He  vsas  fortnniU^  eimugh: 
to  discover  one,  but  the  flood  tide  had  packed  the  ioe  so  closely' 
that  any  attempt  to  force  a  way  through  it  would  havebeen.fimit^ 
I^ss.    The  tempemture  of  the  air  was  this  day  SIP,  the  a^-23P,» 

On  the  2dth,  a  heavy  gale  came  on  to  blow  from  the-  noftbt 
accompanied  by  snow,  and  which  tended  in  no  trifling  degreo; 
to  increase  the  danger  ofiheir  situation.  It  was  however  deter* 
itoined  to  use  every  exertion  to  get  the  ship  into  the  clear  water^ 
outside,  the  bearing  of  which  was  northeast,  to  north  west  b// 
north.  From  thenorth  west  to  the  south  was  a  solid  body  of  ic^ 
closely  packed i 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  90th,  the  ship  was  got  undes 
weigh:  her  eMrse  lay  through  a  passage  of  about  three  qitart^rs 
of  a  mile  In  length,  and  the  tide  niiiniiig  at  the  rate  e£  thnet 
miles  an  hour,  but  it  was  found  that  the -ship  stemmed  the  tkle 
only  one  mile  an  hour.    To  the  great. surprise*  of  Capt.  Koss 
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bowOTer  on  gating  lAiraug^htlie  pa(Mige>  irhe  laiidWa»disc«¥««94  - 
U>  mn  to  tbd  sotiih  east,  tknd,  as  was  -supposed,  clemr.  w«tor  ioik. 
Thej  tberefore  kept  the  hBd  on  bmird  on  tba  'starbosrrd  side^ .  as . 
tils  point  to  the  sooth  east  was  abota  throe  points  en  the  lavboaid 
tow.  They^  coneiiioed  to  sail  until  mid-^lay,  when  from  an 
olwerTation  taken  from  the  fore  topsail  yapd,  a  eonpfele  body  of 
ice  was  seen  stretehing  all  the  way  to  theaoutheast^  and  where 
they  had  flattered  thOToselyes  that  a  passage  was  to^  found,  it 
was  dts^overed  to  be  entirely  blocked  up  with  heavy  ioe,  and 
aecordfn^  \o  sll  appearance  the  land  seemed  to  be  joined  to  it. 
In «  short  time  it  wad  ascertained  that  the  pack  of  ice  was 
stationary,  which  annihilated  at  once  every  hope  of  ^rfbcting  a 
passage  in  ttiat  ^avter«  The  principal  object  new  in  view,  was 
to  dieeover  a  harbo«r  where  the  ship  conld  be  laid  up  lor  the 
winter.  The  ship  was  made  fast  to  a  berg,  but  finding  it  not 
nwy  safe,  they  east  off  and  made  fast  to  a  better,  which  had  been 
diacoveied  bje. Commanded  Rosa  in  the  whale^  boat,,  and  whieh 
in  the  pkaoe  of  another  hatbonr  proved  for  the  tune  a  verjr  fier- 
i4«eaMe  one.  It  was  however  evident  to  Capt.  Ross  and  hjis 
tificeBs,  that  no  time  was  tobe  lest  in  fixing  upon  a  harbour  fi>ff 
the  wnitep,and  therefore  Commander  Ross  and  himself  set  forth  on 
an^xpodttioB  in  the  whale  boat,  bttt  returned  wasuccessfid.  During 
their  exourston  they  saw  the  print  of  a  bear's  foot,  which  on  bebg 
neaeiifed  was  found  to  be  thirteen  inches  and  a  half  in  breadth^ 
«nd  foorteen  inches  and  a  half  in  length.  They  also  saw  the 
impresskm  of  the  feet  of  several  animals,  such  as  the  ermine, 
fbx,  hare  and  deer.  The  object  however  which  attracted  their ' 
notice  most  particnlarly,  and  to  which  they  attached  a  peculiar 
interest,  was  die  reinains  of  an  &quimaux  hut,  which  had  been 
very  recently  built,  and  which  enlivened  them  with  the  hope 
that  a  tribe  of  that  people  inhabited  some  of  the  adjacent  coasts, 
and  that  they  should  be  enabled  to  establish  a  friendly  intercourse 
with  them  during  the  winter ;  it  was  also  considered  as  of 
peculiar  importance,  in  consequence  of  the  information  'Whieh 
might  be  obtained  from  them  of  the  geography  of  the  neighbour-' 
Ifrg  cotmtries,  and  the  probable  existence  of  the  passage  of  which 
they  were  in  scarvh. 
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)lb0.Mrg9Qi^  >$«e»t0i9d  in  one  ef  tfaeiF  walks^  a  trap  v^rjr  lec^ialy 
«N^  by  therE^qiiMiiMms,  for  tfa«  eaptnre  of  ibft  fiaalkup  tiiimalfi.; 
Uu9  lipq[>  Gomarader  Rost  baited^  and  then  rotavndl  (^  J^oard. 

?Xtlf  gia^Aast  impediment  wbioh  now  existed  totlmifgeUUigin 
«)9$Nr  wjitb  the  land  waa  an  ieebeF^i  which  stood  dicact-iAtheif 
{)M«|09,  and  notnally  memed  as  iC  it  were  plaead  d^rifp^^fii^  tp 
^^Mtniot  th^r  further  program.  It  was  det^mfaied  ta  attempt 
t|ie  retnoval  of  this  obstacle^  and  all  the  erew  were  aee^rdinglj 
f^mpl^ed  in  eutting  up  the  berg  for  the  purpose  of  getting  U 
fifloajt  and  thus  the  case  was  to  be  reversed^  that  asthe  berg  bad 
(^rmet ly  towed  the  ship,  the  ship  was  now  te  tofw  $iway  .the 
f  9B»nwt  of  the  bergi  as  soon  as  it  had  been  so  fisut  broken  upf 
a^  to.render  it  moveable.  It  is  not  to  be  contxadioted  that  there 
ii^.sez^a  meiit  even  in  making  an  attempt^  altheivh  ila  e«eeiftiaa 
j^an  acarcely  be  said  to  be  within  the  range  of  prd>abiUty»  The 
i^^JtXtaw^t  to  diacovw  the  north  west  passage  haa  someibieg 
QH^itpiious  in  itt  although  it  may  be  the  firm  conviction  of  nia^ 
te^i^out  f4  twenty  that  it  never  can  be  discovered  at  all;  there 
iy;i^  lor  the  same  reason,  some  merit  in  the  attempt  of  C«pt»  Rosi^ 
py.  nf|v)g^e  his  ship  by  the  power  of  steam  am<mg8t  fields  and 
floea  of  ica^  ior  if  he  had  succeeded,  he  would  have  put  to  the 
bhish  a  multitude  of  carping,  cavilling  wiseacres,  who  had  the 
presun^tion  to  ridicule  the  attempt,  and  to  ccMisider  it  rather  aa 
the  absence  of  common  sense  in  the  gallant  Captain,  tWn  a  proof 
of  the  soundness  of  his  judgement,  or  the  sanity  of  hiaintelleotnei 
capacity.  The  cutting  up  of  an  iceberg,  about  sixty  feet  u^ 
height,  and  grounded  seven  fathoms  deep  in  the  ocean,  bespoke  a 
noble  confidence  in  the  powers  of  the  projector,  and  a  moat  laudr 
able  contempt  of  those  insuperable  difficulties,  at  which  the  mere 
common  plodding  man  turna  prudently  and  wisely  away,  from 
the  conviction  that  hia  time  and  labour  will  be  lost  in  the  at« 
tempt. 

Nevertheless  the  crew  worked  stoutly  at  the  destiuction  of  the 
berg,  and  as  one  slice  flew  off  afitor  the  other,  Capt,  Roaa  bad 
the  proud  satisfaction  to  know  that  the  berg'a  bulk  was  so  much 
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hm  flmn  it^  wiis  before  tlie  slfce  wav  taken  of.  li  is  «aid  that 
^AkA  Capt.  Rom  was  under  die  diaeipline  of  his  wntiBg*  domiM, 
tbfe-frsf  copy  ialiia  atlempt  to  become  a  pfoicient  in  Tomid^hatid 
was  '*  ^rseTerance  overoometb  difl&cakies,''  and  the  opportmii^ 
was  Aow  tfflbfrded  bfaa  of  carrying  that  salutary  mairim  into  ^e*- 
dUiott.  Wbftlst  seated  orer  his  hippocrene  in  his  cabin,  th«  re- 
ttntnbrance  of  bis  round -hand  copy  flashed  upon  htm  as  one  of  the 
reflriiiiscenees  of  his  early  days,  the  result  of  which  was  fbaf  tfa# 
«on?ictidci  burst  upon  him,  that  although  the  cutting  up  cif  the 
heftg  bad  ssi  indisputable  claim  to  be  ranked  amongst  the  difll* 
euRSes  ol^  the  first  class,  yet  that  there  was  a  power,  which  could 
oirereome  it,  and  to  that  power  he  determined  to  apply. 
When  Buonaparte  projected  the  road  over  the  Simplon,  <me  ot 
the  evertaiftittg  monuments  of  his  transcendent  genious,  he  was 
tdd  that  the  difficulties  were  too  great  to  admit  of  its  execution ; 
he  answered,  Bnqa  pas  vne  difficuUS  dans  le  mande,  que  TAofH'^ 
me  ne  peui  fM  suijuguer,  s*il  possAle  de  raetiiivit'e  €t  de  ia 
persMranee,  It  is  to  be  supposed  that  minds  of  corresponding 
Tigour  and  grandeur  will  engender  the  same  ideas,  and  to  say 
that  the  mind  of  Capt.  Ross  ever  conceived  an  idea  bearing  any 
leiationfthip  to  that,  which  was  generated  in  the  mind  of  Buona- 
parte, is  perhaps  paying  him  the  highest  compliment  which  the 
historian  of  his  memorable  exploits  in  the  arctic  seas  has  it  in  his 
power  to  bestow  upon  him.  The  cutting  of  the  road  of  the 
Simplon  was  accomplished  by  perseverance;  the  cutting  up  of 
the  berg  was  not  accomplished,  because  the  same  eminent  virtue 
wtts  not  practised.  After  five  hours  labour,  during  which  time  the 
berg  had  gradually  lost  about  one  sixteenth  of  its  original  mag- 
nitude, but  was  still  so  immoveably  fixed  that  the  whole  navy  of 
England  could  not  have  towed  it  from  its  position,  Capt.  Ross 
very  prudently  declined  any  farther  demolition  of  the  berg,  and 
retired  from  the  arduous  task  with  the  flattering  consolation, 
that^  althoi^  he  could  not  command  success,  he  had  mostricbly  ' 
deserved  it.  The  temperature  of  the  air  was  this  day  by  thermo- 
meter TStP,  of  the  sea  20^. 

Daring  the  night  of  the  2nd,  a  heavy  fall  of  snoi%  took  [^ce. 
which  occasioned  the  crew  some  labour  in-clearing  awo) .    Th0 
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officers  went  on  shore  on  a  shooting  excursion,  and  returned  with 
two  fine  hares.  A  raven,  sereral  grouse,  and  a  number  of  seal 
were  seen,  but  at  too  great  a  distance  for  the  shot  to  take  effect. 
The  temperature  of  the  air  was  then  two  degrees  lower  than  on 
the  proceeding  day. 

On  the  following  morning  it  was  evident  that  a  bear  had  pai^ 
d  visit  to  the  ship,  as  its  track  could  be  distinctly  seen  round  the 
ihip,  and  as  it  was  conjectured  that  the  animal  would  pay  them 
another  visit,  it  was  determined  to  lie  in  watch  for  him,  as  its 
6kiu  would  be  no  trifling  acquisition  as  a  winter  clothing.  The 
Es^quiinaux  dos^s  were  tried  on  this  day,  but  they  were  all  young 
dogs,  and  had  never  been  in  a  sledgp  before..  Two  of  them 
dragged  the  sledge  to  a  tshort  distance,  but  they  seemed  quite 
Strangers  to  the  work.  It  was  evident  that  they  would  require  a 
deal  of  training  before  they  could  be  rendered  quite  serviceable. 
The  temperature  of  the  air  was  this  day  18^  below  the  freezing 
point,  the  severest  cold  which  had  been  yet  experienced. 

From  the  state  of  the  weather  it  was  now  evident  that  the 
place  were  they  now  were,  was  destined  to  be  their  winter 
quarters,  for  even  the  passage  by  which  they  had  arrived  at  it, 
was  80  completely  frozen  over,  that  the  dogs  were  driven  over 
the  young  ice,  drawing  one  of  the  crew  in  the  sledge.  This 
opinion  was  strongly  corroborated  by  the  orders  issued  by  Capt. 
Ross  to  the  engineers  to  take  the  engine  to  pieces.  This  task 
was  however  found  not  to  be  no  easy  of  execution  as  was  sup- 
posed, for  it  was  not  without  great  difficulty  that  some  of  the 
parts  were  got  asunder,  as  the  frost  had  the  tendency  to  make 
the  iron  work  fly  and  snap  like  glass.  The  occupation  of  the 
engine,  like  that  of  Othello,  may  now  be  said  to  be  g(me,  for  it 
was  supposed  that  when  once  taken  down,  it  never  could  be  set  up 
again,  independently  of  which,  no  fuel  could  be  obtained  for  the 
generation  of  the  steam,  and  therefore  the  whole  of  it  became  a 
mass  of  useless  lumber  fit  only  for  ballast,  or  to  be  left  as  a 
present  to  the  first  tribe  of  Esquimaux  who  might  be  so  fortunate 
as  to  fall  in  with  it. 

The  distance  from  the  land  under  which  the  ship  was  shel- 
tered was  about  seven  miles  to  the  southward,,  and  they  hud  now 
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be^B  five  days  in  their  position,  and  the  ice  had  accumulated 
seven  or  eight  inches  in  thickness.  At  some  distance  from  the 
ship  there  was  a  small  stream  of  water  in  which  an  object  was 
seen  floating^  which  to  all  appearance  from  the  vessel  was  a 
dead  seal.  Four  hands  were  despatched  with  the  Norway 
yawl,  and  they  hauled  the  boat  above  a  hundred  yards  over  the 
ice,  which  kept  bending  all  the  time  like  a  bow,  but  on 
arriving  at  the  place  where  the  dead  seal  was  supposed  to  be 
found,  they  discovered  to  their  great  disappointment  that  it  was 
a  piece  of  ice  in  the  small  stream  of  water. 

This  day  Capt.  Ross  issued  his  orders  that  the  temperature  of 
the  sea  should  not  be  taken  any  more.  The  temperature  of  the 
air  was  15°  below  the  freezing  point. 

About  nine  in  the  evening  the  Aurora  Borealis  was  seen  very 
brilliant  from  south  west  to  south  oast.  It  was  first  seen 
through  a  thick  mist  in  the  zenith^  but  as  the  mist  passed  away, 
the  Aurora  increased  in  brilliancy ;  the  stars  shone  with  great 
brightness,  and  not  a  cloud  was  to  be  seen.  Towards  midnight 
the  aurora  became  less  brilliant,  and  the  sky  was  again  obscured 
by  mist ;  the  wind  was  light  from  the  northward,  which  shifted 
to  south  by  west,  moderate  cloudy  weather. 

The  appearances  of  the  aurora  increased  in  number  and  bril- 
liancy as  the  season  advanced.  Sometimes  it  formed  a  splendid 
arch  across  the  heavens,  of  a  pale  lambent  flame,  running  with 
inconceivable  velocity,  and  resembling  the  spiral  motions  of  a 
serpent.  This  arched  form  of  the  aurora  seems  the  most  magnifi- 
cent of  all  its  diversified  appearances,  the  arches  are  sometimes 
single  and  sometimes,  several  concentric  ones  appear,  but 
generally  they  rarely  exceed  five  and  are  seldom  limited  to  one. 
They  are  sometimes  composed  of  a  continuous  stream  of  light, 
bright  at  the  horizon  and  increasing  in  brilliancy  at  the  zenith, 
and  when  the  internal  motion  is  rapid,  and  the  light  brilliant, 
the  beams  of  which  they  are  composed  are  discernible ;  the 
internal  motion  appears  as  a  sudden  glow,  not  proceeding  from* 
any  visible  concentration  of  matter,  but  bursting  forth  iti  several 
parts  of  the  arch,  as  if  an  ignition  of  combustible  matter  had 
taken  plac^,  and  spreading  itself  rapidly  tow.atds  each  extremity. 
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In  the  arch  described  by  Capt.  Parry,  tbe  tower  part  only  was 
well  dduied,  the  space  under  it  appearing  dark  as  if  a  black 
eknid  had  been  theie^  which  however  was  not  the  case,  as  the 
leen  in  it  nnobscared  except  by  the  light  of  the 
The  rerolution  of  an  areh  from  north  to  south,  occupies 
at  diferent  periods  a  space  of  time  varying  from  twenty  minutes 
to  two  hoars,  and  sometimes  it  appears  stationary  for  several 
hours  together. 

Innumerable  streams  of  white  or  yellowish  light,  app^r 
sometimes  to  occupy  the  greater  portion  of  the  heayens  to  the 
south  of  the  senith.  Some  of  these  streams  of  light  are  in  soft 
lines  like  rays,  others  crooked  and  waving  in  all  sorts  of  irregular 
figures,  and  moving  with  great  rapidity  in  various  directions; 
Mnong  these  might  frequently  be  observed  the  shorter  collections 
er  bundles  of  rays,  which  moving  with  greater  velocity  than  the 
rest,  have  acquired  the  name  of  Merry  Dancers. 

Total  darkness  would  sometimes  ensue  from  the  sudden  dis- 
appearance of  the  aurora,  and  then  it  would  as  suddenly  re-appear 
in  forms  altogether  different  from  those  which  preceded,  over- 
spreading the  sky  with  sheets  of  silvery  light,  wafted  quickly 
along,  like  thin,  strata  of  clouds  before  the  wind.  Sometimes 
narrow  streaks  of  flame  shot  forth  with  extreme  velocity,  travers- 
ing  in  a  few  seconds  tbe  entire  concave  of  the  heavens,  and  dis- 
appearing beneath  the  south  eastern  horizon.  Occasional  broad 
masses  of  light  suddenly  appeared  in  the  zenith,  and  descended 
towards  the  earth  in  the  form  of  beautiful  continuous  radiated 
circles. 

Speaking  generally,  the  lustre  of  the  polar  lights  may  be 
described  as  varying  in  kind  as  well  as  in  intensity ;  sometimes 
it  is  pearly,  sometimes  imperfectly  vitreous,  and  sometimes  almost 
metallic.  Its  degree  of  intensity  varies  from  a  very  faint 
radiance,  to  a  light  nearly  equal  to  that  of  the  moon. 

The  colours  of  the  Aurora  Borealis  are  of  various  tints,  and  do 
not  seem  to  depend  on  the  presence  of  any  luminary,  but  to  be 
generated  by  the  motion  of  the  beams ;  the  rays  or  beams  are 
steel  grey,  yellowish  grey,  pea  green,  celandine  green,  gold 
yetlow,  violet  blue  and  purple  >  sometimes  rose  red,  crimson  red^ 
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UiHid  red,  greenish  red,  omnge  red,  and  kke  red.  Sotm  of  the 
beam»  appeiur  as  if  tinged  with  bk^k,  and  reeenble  de^^M  roni  J«m 
of  smoke.  The  orebes  are  senrtttnee  nearly  black  pafwtng  imo 
?iolet  blue,  gff^j.gold,  yellow,  or  wbite,  bmnided  by  aw  edge 
of  yellow;  the  eoloHrs  are  also  sometimes  Tivid  airf  prinnatic. 

Early  observers  were  disposed  to  assign  to  the  aufora  sai  im- 
menee  elevalioB  above  the  surface  of  the  earth.  The  hei^t  eif 
fhat  seen  in  1787,  was  computed  at  825  miles ;  BergmannAtym  » 
mean  of  tbifly  eompirtations,  forms  an  avetage  estrmaie^  (M-4M' 
mites,  EnAtf  givea  the  altitude  of  several  thensaod  mrles  tcr  the 
aarotaj  and  Mairan  Exes  the  elevation  of  the  gieatesl  number  a< 
990  mile*  at  least.  Dr.  Blagden  bronght  it  down  to  109,  m4 
Mr.  Dalton  could  not  assign  a  less  elevation,  te^tbsaufem  seen  m 
^s  eoantry  ib  1886.  But  the  resnh  of  the  observatiosa  made 
by  tke  sevJBinl  arctic  expeditions  seems  to  be,  that  the  height  of 
die  amrdta  is  diietettt  at  different  periods^  it  oooavs  at  elevaiibns 
mn^  higher  than  the  region  of  clouds;  tboogh  iMstameea  Me 
mentioned  by  Capt^  Frankling  and  Dr.  Richaidsoft,  im  which 
the  aarofa  bats  been  seen  at  a  less  elevatien-  than  tkat  of  dsMw 
eiottds,  the  under  smAees  of  which  they  often  saw  ilbmsinatai 
by  the  meteor. 

The  magnetic  property  of  the  aurora,  or  its*  pnwer  of  agttsftiag 
the  magnetic  needle,  had  kmg  beea  suspected'  by  pMlesofbeie, 
amd  though  stiU  doubted  by  some,  and  net.  confiipmed  by  tke 
observations  of  Captains  Patry  and  Foster >•  seems  now  soflfaiieaaly 
established  by  the  observations  of  Captain  Frankim,  Lieutenant 
Hood»  and  Dr.  Richardson.  During  the  fitist  voyaga  of  CvpU 
Ross,  the  sUp'  was  in  a.siiuation  when  the  aurom'  appaaved,  that' 
^ke  elactramedar  could  not  be  used;  nor  in  t&«:last¥o;«iigaw«M' 
any  decisive  conclusions  arrived  at.  At  pi eaaat,  litlla  ma9atlMMii» 
4ie  fa0ft  seeiEtis  to  be  ascertained,  as  great  obscmity  still  faang^ 
arret  the  caMe  from;  which  this  effect  pkk>aadd3>  and  tha  aitidw 
of  itaopemtion;  and  it  sometimes  happete  that  one  observalaam 
bas  a  tendency  to  neutralize  the  conclnsion  tia  wbiA;  aaathacr 
would  load.  The  olurora  sometimes  approsudied  the  zeaity  witk^ 
out  producing  the  usual  effect  on  .the  posiiion^oC  the  neadhk. 
li  is  generally  most  active  where  it  seems  to  have  emeigad.fiaio 
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behind  a  cloud,  cuid  the  oscillations  appear  only  to  take  pfat^e, 
when  beams  or  fringes  of  the  meteor  are  on  the  same  plane  witU 
the  dip  of  the  needle.  Capt.  Franklin  was  led  f  o  consider  that 
the  effect  of  the  aurora  on  the  needle,  varied  with  its  height 
above  the  earth.  That  it  did  not  depend  on  the  brilliancj  of 
the  meteor  was  manifest,  from  the  fact  that  in  hazj  cloudy  nights 
the  needle  deviated  considerably,  though  no  aurora  was"  then 
visible,  and  he  felt  unable  to  determine  whether  this  proceedeil 
from  a  concealed  aurora  behind  the  clouds^  or  entirely  from  the 
state  of  the  atmosphere.  Clouds  sometimes  during  the  day 
assumed  the  forms  of  the  aurora,  and  he  was  inclined  to  connect 
with  their  appearance  the  deviation  of  the  needle,  which  Was 
occasionally  observed  at  such  times. 

The  appearance  of  the  aurora  is  said  to  be  sometimes  attended 
with  singular  noises.  Though  Parry,  FrankKn,  Richardson, 
Scoresby,  Ross  and  others  never  heard  such  noises,  and  Hood 
and  Brook  only  think  they  did ;  all  express  an  opinion  to  defer 
to  the  uniform  testimony  of  natives  and  residents,  so  far  as  to 
admit  that  such  sounds  may  sometimes  be  audible,  but  their  rate 
occurrence  is  demonstrated  by  the  fact,  that  Captain  Franklin^s 
party  felt  unable  to  confirm  this  report,  though  the  appearance  of 
the  aurora  had  been  registered  3i3  times  at  Bear  Lake,  in  the 
seasons  of  1825  and  1826.  The  noise  as  described  appears  to  be 
a  sort  of  crackling,  whizzing,  rustling  sound,  compared  to  that 
of  an  electric  spark — ^to  the  falling  of  hail — ^to  the  rustling  of  a 
large  flag  in  a  gale  of  wind — ^to  the  noise  made  by  a  flock  of 
sheep  in  breaking  through  a  hedge— -to  that  caused  by  shaking 
or  waving  a  piece  of  paper,  and  to  the  rushing  of  wind.  Pro* 
fessor  Jamieson  declares  his  belief  in  the  existence  of  such  sounds, 
and  states  that  he  has  himself  heard  them. 

In  the  polar  regions  the  aurora  begins  to  appear  in  October,  aad 
aontiaues  to  May,  but  the  lights  are  the  most  intensely  luminous 
from  November  to  March ;  it  is  very  various  in  its  duration,  it  some- 
times appears  and  disappears  in  the  course  of  a  few  minutes,  at 
other  times  it  lasts  during  all  the  night,  and  occasionally  con- 
timies  for  two  or  three  days  together. 

It  vi'as  now  determined  to  commence  the  dismantling  of  the 
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«hip^  audio  fit  her  out  for  their  winter  quarters.  Tlie  engineers 
prQceeded  in  taking  the  engine  to  pieces,  and  some  of  the  heavi- 
est things  were  got  on  shore,  as  the  ice  leading  to  it  was  now  ^ 
compact  body,  without  a  single  intermediate  patch  or  pond  of 
water.  It  was  on  the  6th  October  that  their  former  visitor^  the 
bear,  wa«  seen  again  to  be  approaching  the  ship^  and  the  neceia- 
aaiy  preparations  were  made  for  receiving  him  in  such  a  majmc^r 
that  it  should  be  the  last  of  his  visits.  The  animal  approaobed 
with  some  eaution,  stopping  at .  times  and  holding  up  his  black 
nose,  as  if  to  catch  the  scent  of  the  victuals  that  were  eooking 
on  board  the  vessel.  In  regions  where  it  might  be  thought,  so 
laige  an  animal  must  necessarily  perish,  their  sense  of  smell  is 
veiy  keen,  and  it  is  certain  that  they  were  attracted  to  the  ship 
by  the  ef&uvia  of  the  victuals.  The  animal  in  question  appeared 
to  be  so  intent  upon  the  delicious  odour  that  regaled  his  ol&ctory 
senses,  as  not  to  observe  the  approach  of  the  men,  who  were 
sent  to  accomplbh  his  destruction^  and  they  succeeded  in  con* 
coaling  themselves  behind  a  mount  of  ice  awaiting  his  approach, 
fi(^en  he  no  sooner  came  within  shot,  than  they  fired,  and  killed 
him  on  the  spot.  The  prize  was  carried  on  board,  and  his 
weight  was  fiiund  to  exceed  five  hundred  pounds,  ii  beiog  sup- 
posed that  he  had  lost  above  twenty  pounds  of  blood. 

ft.     in. 
His  length  from  the  snout  to  the  tail',  was  . .  6    8 

From  the  snout  to  the  shoulder  blade  •«••••  1    8 

ft 

Circumference  of  the  body  near  the  fore  legs  S  2 

Ditto  of  the  neck    2  10 

Breadth  of  fore  paw    « 8 

Ditto      of  hind  paw • 7| 

Length  from  the  snout  to  the  occiput .1  2 

Height  at  the  fore  shoulder 8  10 

Circumference  of  hind  leg     1  5 

Ditto  offoreleg     1  3 

Ditto  of  snout  before  the  eyes    •  •  •  •  1  5 

Foreclaws «•  2 

Hindditto   14 

Tail 8J 
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,i%  muit  however  b%  obsetved  that  this  wasa.small speciiasn of 
the  speeaesy  and  exoessiTely  lean,  indeed  if  ibe  jrenderB  of  bear  0 
^reaaeof  the '  naeiropolis,  depended  upon  the  mpply  from  the 
animak  of  the  polar  regions,  the  coramoditjr  would  be  eagoed 
iagl/  aearee,  for  it  may  be  said  with  some  tvulli,  that  the  ii£».ef 
a  poiar  bear  is  one  of  starvation,  and  it  was  seUmn  that  one  vraa 
k4lted>  the  condition  of  which,  demooatratod  ibat  ktaurwntoe 
appelite  bed  beea  regularly  satisfied,  or  in  <act  that  it  had  essar 
been  satisfied  at  all.  In  the  intestines  of  one  of  the  bears  that 
m^he  killed,  a  mass  of  Tcgetablc  matter  wasfound,  which  pr.evod 
^0  what  extremity  the  aiiunal  must  have  been  driven  ier  food*  ae 
it  ^enemlly  manages  to  support  nature  on  seals,  and  the  remaiaa 
^  £sb.  When  its  appetite  is  satisfied,  it  b  a  lazy,  sleepy  jminai 
and  only  drawn  from  its  hole  by  tho  impulse  of  hunger,  when  ila 
ferocity  becomes  truly  formidable,  and  its  ejictraordinary  stiengtii 
generally  insures  it  the  victory  over  its  less  powerful  opponenta: 
Tlie  bear  that  was  killed  by  the  crew  of  the  Alexander,  on  the  firal 
v4>yago  of  Capt.  Ross,  weighed  1,181 1  lbs,  after  allowing  thirty 
pounds  Smt  the  loss  of  blood,  consequently  by  comparison,  t|ie 
bear  killed  by  the  crew  of  the  Victory,  was  about  two  thirda  of 
the  si^  ef  Uie  former.  Capt.  Roes  ordered  that  a  skeleton 
should  be  made  of  the  bear,  which,  considering  that  sailors  ar^ 
uot  the  most  expert  anatomists  in  the  world,  was  well  and  ablj 
executed.  The  skeleton  would  have  appeared  eitlier  in  the 
Britis)}  Museum  er  in  that  of  the  Zoological  Society,  as  a  dis- 
tinguished trophy  of  the  la»i  expedition  of  Capt.  Ross^  but  it 
was  unfortunately  left  with  the  ship  itself,  to  have 

Ita  marrowless  bones 
Bleached  by  the  merciless  blast,  its  form 
To  the  power  of  corruption  left. 

On  the  8th  the  ship  was  exposed  to  some  violent  gales,  ac- 
companied with  a  heavy  fell  of  snow.  The  erew  began  to  clear 
the  hold  of  provisions,  and  to  stow  them  away,  where  they  were 
to  remain  for  the  winter.  The  two  boats  wbich  Capt.  Franklin 
had  wiith  him.  in  bis  expedition  were  hauled  pn  shore,  and  every 
exertion  was  uow  made  to  get  the   ship  nearer  in. shore.     The 
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phtk  ftdopted  vr^  cutting  a  caDal  astern  of  the  veml,  Md  tlien 
by  meeng  of  a  hawser  attached  to  the  land,  haulipg  the  ltiig(Ili> 
of  the  caaai  that  had  been  made.  Some  idea  laaj  hoYi>«t»T  ha 
fbna&d  of  the  extreme  arduousness  of  this  imdettakuq^,  when  tho, 
irst  di^^  000  foot  was  the  whole  of  the  process,  wbieh  they  had 
ttiide--4be  feeovd  day  they  succeeded  in  cutting  sis  fceK,  asnd 
the  greatest  extent  which  they  ever  re«ched  was  tw^anty  Ibet, 
the  saikNnt  hating  in  their  labour  to  wear  leathetn  boots  onaoco^mt 
of  Ibe'wbter,  caused  them  to  safer  most  severely  with«oid'feet^ 
and  ^  tbe  theraiometer  was  sometimes  bejow  zero,  •  their  boots 
were  sometimes  a  mass  of  ice  at  the  soles,  which  kept  the  feet  in 
a  continual  stater  of  numbness.  The  interior  of.  the  ship  ^iso 
underwent  some  alteration,  the  •carpenters  eulargod  the  ship's 
eompanyls  mess-berth,  by  shifting  the  fore  bulk  head  four  ihet 
farther  forward,  atid  Other  methods  were  adopted  for  contributing 
to  the  comfort  of  the  crew,  during  the  dreary  season  which  was 
before  them,  although  it  was  in  many  respects  found  impossible 
to  accomplish  th4t  desirable  purpose,  to  the  ^Qctent to  which  jt  hadx 
been  carried  in  the  Hecla  and  Fury;  in  fact  it  has  been  witbool 
hesitation  nspeatedly  stated  by  several  of  the  crow«  that  they 
wocdd  never  sail  again  on  an  expedition  of  that  kind  in  any  other 
vessel  than  one  fitted  out  by  govemment.  The  apparatus  ott 
board  the  government  ships  for  difiiising  a  regular  and  -com* 
fortabis  te^nperatee  in  the  ship*:B  company's  berths  w^s  corapieto 
in  every  respect,  and  during  the  naost  intense  firost  which  they 
experiMioed,  the  thermometer  never  fell  below  00^  in  the  lower 
deck«  wliereas  in  the  Victory  the  temperature  never  exceeded  4S% 
being  only  thirtisen  dfigrees  above  the  freezing  poinL 

The  clearing  of  the  diip  was  now  proceeded  in  with  the  utmost 
alacrity,  all  the  sails  were  unbent,  and  she  ^bh  literally  atripped. 
On  taking  the  engine  to  pieces  an  accident  happeased  ip  one  of 
the  men,  which  obliged  him  to  keep  his  bed,  and  deprived  tho 
flbip  for  aome  time  of  his  services,  whiph  under  the  present  oir« 
cumstances  was  much  to  be  deplored,  as  the  labour,  which  the  crew 
had  to  undergo,  exposed  as  they  were  to  the  continual  inole- 
mency  of  the  weather,  required  every  hi^nd,  which  the  ship  could 
afford  to  spare  in  bringing  her  to  her  desired  station. 
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Tho  11th  being  Sunday,  divine  senrice  was  performed,  and  in 
the  afternoon  the  crew  were  allowed  to  take  a  walk,  during 
which  they  saw  a  fox,  the  first  of  which  had  been  seen  in  the 
country.  They  had  directed  their  course  to  the  southward, 
fancying  that  they  should  feel  less  from  the  severity  of  the  wind, 
•  and  their  expectations  were  realised  as  long  iks  they  proceeded 
on  their  walk,  but  on  their  return  to  the  ship,  the  wind  eame  on 
to  blow  sharply  from  the  N.  N.W.,  accompanied  by  drifting  snow^ 
which  actually  prevented  them  from  seeing  many  yards  before- 
them,  and  it  was  not  without  some  difficulty  that  they  could  find 
their  way  back  to  the  ship. 

The  greater  part  of  the  12th  was  employed  in  removing  the 
powder  out  of  the  ship,  and  stowing  it  away  on  shore.  Two 
seals  were  seen  on  the  ice,  and  Capt.  Ross  and  Commander  Ross 
went  to  try  to  shoot  them,  but  before  they  had  got  within  shot, 
they  had  dived  into  their  holes.  An  account  of  the  provisions 
was  this  day  taken,  and  it  was  found  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
crew,  that  they  had  thirty  months  provisions  on  board,  and  about 
18  chaldrons  of  coke  and  coal.  The  small  quantity  of  the  latter 
was  rather  calculated  to  excite  some  apprehension,  at  all  events 
it  was  well  for  them,  that  they  could  not  foresee  the  protracted 
length  of  their  residence,  in  the  inhospitable  regions  in  which 
they  then  were,  or  the  greatest  alarm  would  have  been  raised 
in  regard  to  their  future  comfort  and  subsistence.  There  was 
one  circumstance  attendant  on  this  paucity  of  fuel,  which  was 
that  the  certainty  existed  that  no  further  use  could  he  made  of 
the  steam  engine,  for  even  if  an  opportunity  offered  itself  on  the 
homeward  Toyage,  or  in  the  prosecution  of  their  discoveries,  of 
employing  it  to  any  advantage,  they  would  be  obliged  to  relin- 
quish it  from  a  total  want  of  fiiel ;  the  folly  therefore  of  having 
encumbered  the  ship  with  such  a  useless  appendage  became  every 
day  more  apparent,  and  it  became  at  last  proverbial  amongst  the 
crew,  when  speaking  of  a  useless  object,  to  compare  it  with  their 
steam  engine. 

This  evening  the  aurora  borealis  shone  with  uncommon  splen- 
dour, appearing  in  broad  masses,  and  breaking  suddenly  inta 
columns  and   streamers,  filling  the   whole  hcmispheve. 
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Tke  following  lines  were  written  on  the  appearance  of  this  beaU'- 
tiful  phenomenon: 

Hif  h  quivVing  In  the  air,  as  shadows  Hj, 
The  Northern  Lights  adorn  the  azure  sky 
Dimm  d  bj  superior  blaze,  the  stars  retire* 
^Jnd  heaven's  vast  concave  gleams  with  sportive  fir#, 
Soft  blazing  in  the  east,  the  orange  hue. 
The  crimson,  purple  and  ethereal  blue. 
Form  a  rich  aroh  by  floating  clouds  upheld. 
High  poised  In  air  widi  awful  mystery  swallM  | 
From  whose  dark  centres  with  unceasing  roll, 
Rich  coruscations  gild  the  glowing  pole, 
Their  varied  hue%  slow  waving  o^er  the  bay. 
Eclipse  the  splendour  of  the  dawning  day; 
Streamers  in  qaick  succession  o*er  the  sky. 
From  the  arc's  centre  far  diveiglBg  fly ; 
Pencils  of  fays,  pure  as  the  heavam's  own  light. 
Dart  rapid  upward  to  the  zenith^  height. 

Traasflx'd  with  wonder  on  the  frocen  flood. 
The  blase  of  grandeur  fired  my  youthful  blood ; 
Deep  In  th*  o*erwhelming  maze  of  naturals  laws, 
Midst  her  inystertoas  gloom  I  sought  the  cause ; 
But  vain  the  search,  insonitable  to  man 
Thy  works  have  been,  O  God,  since  time  began, 
And  stin  shall  be.^Then  let  the  thought  expire : 
As  like  the  splendour  of  Anroia^  fire 
To  dark  oblivion  sunk  tn  wasting  flame ; 
like  the  dim  shadows  of  departed  lame. 

On  the  14th  the  snow  tell  so  heavily  that  the  ship  could  not  be 
seen  from  the  shore,  and  it  tended  in  a  great  degree  to  retard 
the  operations  of  the  crew,  as  it  rendered  the  passage  over  the 
ice  mor^  difficult-  and   in  some  respects  ali^o  more  dangeroas,  en  ' 
sccQimt  of  its  conceding  those  cavities  in  <ho  ice/ in  which  the 
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sailors  were  plunged  up  to  their  knees,  axid  caused  tham  to  iall< 
with  the  load  which  they  were  carrying. 

The  berth  for  the  ship  s  company  was  now  completed,  and  it 
was  acknowledged  that  some  very  great  improvements  had 
been  made,  but  still  it  was  in  no  degree  to  be  compared  to  that 
of  the  Hecla.  It  must  however  be  admitted,  that  Capt,  Ross 
could  only  execute  the  plans  which  he  had  formed  for  the  con- 
tributing to  the  comfort  of  the  crew,  according  to  the  means 
which  were  in  his  possession,  and  the  small  quantity  of  fiiel 
compared  with  that  which  was  on  board  the  government  ships, 
was  certainly  a  great  drawback  to  the  execution  of  those  mea« 
sures,  by  which  the  comfort  of  the  crew  could  be  more  perma- 
nently promoted.  '  At  the  same  time  it  must  be  considered,  that 
the  fuel  on  board  the' 'government  ships  had  not  been  uselessly 
and  foolishly  wasted',  in  keeping  up  large  fires  for  the  purposes  of 
a  steam  engine,  ahd  this  circumstance  alone  ought  to  have 
had  its  preponderating  weight  with  Capt.  Ross,  before  he 
adventured  upon'  a  plan,  the  failure  of  which  was  clear  and 
evident  to  every  one  but  himself.  The  Hecta  and  Fury  arrived 
at  their  winter  quarters,  with  their  stock  of  fhel  comparatively 
speaking  scarcely  touched ;  whereas  the  Victory,  from  the  con- 
sumption of  the  steam  engine,  had  her  sfoek  very  seriously 
diminished.  It  iff  true  that  in  some  of  the  ntMHem  latitudes  a 
considerable  quantity  of  drift  wood  is  atwaytf  to*  be  found,  but 
this  can  only  be  gat^iered  in  clear  water,  and  ml  in  the  depth  of 
winter,  when  it  would  be  found  of  tile  greMest  service.  This 
was  therefore  a  resource  from  which  Capt.  Ross  was  shut  out» 
and  the  country  itself  in  which  he  had  taken,  up  his  winter 
quarters  affording  him  not  the  least  supply,  ha  wa8^  obliged  to 
husband  his  resources,  and  this  ia  sufficieal  to>  aeooucit  for  thoee 
limited  measures  which,  ^tviere  adopted  fer  the. .  eonifort  of  the 
crew,  in  regard  to  the  temperature  of  their  berths. 

Diiebg.tM  eessatioQ  tkovn  tiiair  labouv,  lifae  ctetn  eaifiloyad 
th^fnaelvai'm  Making  trs^^t  for  osrtohing.tlie.aniiiaah  indigfrnawa 
tor  tike e«anlry^  pArtknIarly  the  foxes,,  whose  skins  wwraki^ly: 
pn#e4  a«'»  ptotw:tien  against  the  ceid.  .  GonuauMidbr  Bus  set. 
aaferal  traps  for  seab,  in  which  4ie  was  geaetaily  suocnssful. 
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Bv«ii  the  ri(ins  of  these  annuals  were  fouud  of  great  «ee»  inde* 
pendentljr  of  the  oil,  which  was  extracted  Drom  their  bediee»  aad 
the  food  which  the  flesh  afforded  to  the  dogs.  Comaiander  Ross 
saw  two  grouse,  but  notwithstanding  repeated  attempts^  heceuM 
not  eneeeed  in  killing  them. 

The  heaviest  parts  of  the  engine  had  now  been  eonyeyed  onshore, 
nnd  the  boilers  alone  remained,  but  on  attempting  to  get  them 
up  the  hatchway,  they  were  found  to  be  too  large.  If  they  were 
allowed  to  remain  on  board,  they  would  be  the  means  of  frus* 
iraiing  the  plans,  which  had  been  formed  for  the  interior  regula- 
tion of  the  ship  during  its  winter  sojourn,  and  therefore  no 
other  alternative  was  left  than  to  cut  the  boilers  in  two,  which 
was  accordingly  efiected  by  the  engineer ;  and  thus  another  and 
almost  insuperable  obstacle  was  raised  to  the  engine  ever  behig 
used  again.  The  boilers  being  cut  in  two,  they  were  conveyed 
on  shore  with  the  greatest  difficulty;  the  meo  complaining 
■Mich  of  the  task,  as  at  all  events  they  were  now  only  worth 
their  value  in  metal,  and  if  they  had  dropped  to  the  bottom  of  the 
oeean,  it  would  have  been  no  loss  to  the  ship. 

On  the  18th  the  thermometer  was  for  the  first  time  at  Zero, 
being  one  day  sooner  than  when  the  Hecla  wintered  in  Port 
Bowen.  The  housing  of  the  ship  was  now  proceeded  with  in 
the  most  expeditious  manuer;  two  tanks  were  put  over  the 
hatdiway  for  condseners,  and  the  cooking  appamtus  in  midships 
was  shifted,  in  order  that  the  line  of  funnels  for  the  transmission* 
of  heat  might  go  right  round  the  ship ;  the  deck  over  head  was 
very  wet,  owing  to  the  partial  thawing  of  the  snow,  and  it 
created  a  dampness,  which  independently  of  its  chilling  proper- 
ties,  was  not  considered  as  conducive  to  the  health  of  the  orew^ 

The  whole  employment  of  the  crew  was  now  directed  to 
render  the  ship  as  comfortable  as  possible,  during  the  long  and 
gloomy  winter  which  was  before  them,  but  it  was  the  general 
opinion,  that  however  great  their  exertions  might  be,  the  vessel 
possessed  not  the  capability,  nor  were  even  those  resources  at  hand 
by  which  many  of  the  obstacles  could  be  removed,  which  pre- 
sented themselves  in  several  instances  to  the  eetaUishment  cf 

y  V 
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the  ccnnpldte  comfort  of  the  crew.  On  the  whole,  the  erroneous 
judgment  of  Capt.  Ross,  in  the  selection  of  a  vessel  of  the 
second  rate  qualifications  of  the  Victory,  for  a  service  of  so  pecu- 
liar a  nature  as  that  for  which  she  was  destined,  was  apparent 
to  all  the  crew,  and  was  the  cause  of  manj  murmurs  and  com- 
plaints, which  tended  to  disturb  that  harmony  and  good  fellow- 
ship, which  could  alone  render  a  service,  in  which  the  crew  of 
the  Victory  were  employed,  in  any  degree  supportable. 

In  order  that  an  immediate  communication  might  be  obtained 
from  the  cabin  to  the  ship^s  company^s  berth,  the  steward's  room 
was  removed  and  a  passage  was  made,  which  rendered  it  un- 
necessary for  liny  of  the  crew,  having  to  communicate  with  their 
officers  to  go  on  deck,  independently  of  which,  a  nkore  equal 
temperature  was  kept  up,  than  if  it  were  required  on  all 
occasions  to  open  the  hatchway. 

Commander  Ross  having  observed  a  fox  a  short  distance  from 
the  ship ;  he  went  on  shore  and  laid  a  trap  for  him,  and  on  the 
following  day  he  was  caught.  It  was  the  hope  of  Commander 
Ross  that  the  animal  could  be  kept  alive,  and  conveyed  to 
England  as  a  specimen  of  its  species,  but  it  did  not  live  for  two 
days,  having  been  seriously  injured  by  the  trap. 

Towards  the  latter  end  of  the  month,  the  chief  duty  of  the 
crew  consisted  in  housing  the  ship  and  banking  her  up  with 
snow,  bat  from  the  extreme  violence  of  the  weather,  the  wind 
blowing  a  heavy  gale  with  storms  of  snow,  the  crew  were  fre- 
quently interrupted  in  their  labour,  from  their  total  inability  to 
withstand  the  severity  of  the  season.  On  drawing  a  comparison 
between  the  temperature  of  the  lower  deck  of  the  Victory  and 
the  Hecla,  it  will  be  found  that  the  temperature  of  the  former, 
ttVLB,  at  its  maximum^  fourteen  degrees  lower,  than  the  minimum 
of  the  temperature  of  the  Hecla,  the  former  ranging  from  989  to 
4S»,  the  latter  from  SO^  to  1S^, 
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The  foliating  is  the  scale  of  the  temperature  of  the  exterior 
•Atmosphere  for  the  month  of  October. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 


noGauEQDiQa  on  ik>akd  thb  victory  m  fbux  haiwoui«  wrimo  nui  vnrtsa 

OF  I8S9,  AND  THE  SPRING  OF  »a30» 


The  month  of  November  set  io  with  strong  gales>  which  con- 
fined the  crew  to  their  exercise  on  deck,  but  it  was  now  discovered 
that  unless  a  stratum  of  some  kind  was  placed  between  the  snow 
and  the  decks,  that  no  probability  existed  of  keeping  them  in  a 
state  of  dryness,  or  preventing  the  penetration  of  the  snow- water, 
by  which  the  insalubrity  of  the  berths  would  be  greatly  augmented, 
it  was  therefore  determined  to  employ  the  crew  in  digging  holes 
on  shore,  and  severe  indeed  was  the  labour,  for  so  small  was  the 
progress  which  they  made,  that  if  they  succeeded  in  penetrating 
a  foot  a  day,  they  congratulated  themselves  on  having  accom- 
plished a  great  feat.  Fortunately  however  they  arrived  at  a 
stratum  of  gravel,  with  which  they  lined  the  upper  deck,  and 
then  covered  it  with  a  thick  layer  of  snow,  which  together  formed 
a  covering,  which  bade  defiance  to  the  influence  of  the  frost,  as 
far  as  the  exterior  condition  of  the  ship  was  concerned.  A  large 
oven  having  been  erected  in  the  lower  deck,  a  fire  was  made  in  it 
for  the  first  time  on  this  day,  and  in  half  an  hour,  the  temperature 
had  risen  ten  degrees,  which  rendered  the  berths  of  the  crew 
more  comfortable  than  they  had  hitherto  experienced.  The  crew 
were  divided  into  five  different  watches,  and  it  was  the  dutv  of 
the  three  which  had  the  morning  watch,  to  remain  on  board  the 
whole  of  the  day,  for  the  purpose  of  drying  the  deck  over  head. 
The  remainder  of  the  crew  were  employed  in  banking  the  ship 
outside  with  snow,  and  completing  the  gravelling  and  snowing 
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of  tbe  upper  deck.  The  bread  store  was  examined  and  found 
to  be  in  good  condition,  the  whole  weighing  2700lb8. 

At  8  P.M.  the  aurora  was  observed  to  begin  in  two  concentric 
ardies;  the  greatest  arch  from  the  east  to  west,  passing  through 
the  zenith ;  the  smaller  arch  south  of  the  large  one,  at  an  altitude 
of  45^  shooting  fine  rays  from  all  parts,  but  most  brilliant  from 
the  western.  These  arches  disappeared  at  half-past  eight,  and 
another  most  brilliant  one  was  seen  north  of  the  zenith;  the 
centre  passing  through  the  pole  star,  the  extremities  touching 
tlia«Mtem  and  western  horizons,  emitting  fine  rays  with  all  the 
prismatic  colours.  This  arch  was  soon  broken,  and  the  aurora 
flitted  about,  in  beautiful  coruscations  in  the  north  western  part 
of  the  heayens,  shifting  round  to  the  southward ;  the  moon  shone 
midouded  at  the  time,  and  the  aurora  was  seen  sometimes  passing 
her,  eclipsing  her  in  splendour.  At  9°  3Q  the  aurora  disappeared, 
tbe  weather  moderate  at  the  time,  with  some  light  fleecy  clouds 
in  the  sky,  which  had  a  dark  appearance  when  passing  under  it. 
It  blew  hard  from  the  westward  in  the  morning,  but  moderated 
towards  OTening ;  the  wind  shifted  to  the  southward  next  day 
with  moderate  weather. 

Very  little  attention  had  hitherto  been  paid  to  the  geological 
character  of  the  country,  as  the  business  of  the  ship  had  hitherto 
absorbed  all  the  time  of  those  officers,  who  were  enabled  to  make 
the  necessary  observations  in  order  to  determine  the  generjil 
structure  of  the  island.  A  considerable  portion  of  the  north  and 
east  coasts  bespoke  the  existence  of  primary  rocks,  the  hills 
rising  to  an  average  height  of  one  thousand  feet,  and  presenting 
acute  summits,  declining  by  sharp  prolonged  ridges.  There 
was  apparently  a  ridge  of  hills  of  the  trap  formation,  skirting  the 
shore  for  the  space  of  about  four  miles,  and  interrupted  in  two 
places;  this  ridge  rose  to  about  half  the  general  elevation  of  the 
island,  and  presented  a  vertical  prismatic  fracture  at  the  summit 
accompanied  by  the  usual  rapid  slope  below. 

From  the  general  character  of  the  land,  it  may  be  concluded 
that  the  country  in  general  is  of  primary  formation.  From  the 
forms  which  the  mountains  assumed  in  the  interior,  it  is  most 
probafade  that  they  consisted  of  granite,  but  no  certain  conclusion 
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can  be  formed  of  it,  as  gneiss  is  found  to  assttme  forms  equally 
rugged  and  acute.  The  cliffi  however  near  the  shore  presented 
characters  which  can  scarcely  belong  to  the  former  rock,  and  it 
is  therefore  most  probable  that  they  consist  of  gntiss,  which 
appears  to  be  the  prevailing  substance  in  those  parts  of  Baffin's 
Bay,  which  have  been  explored  by  former  navigators. ' 

The  banking  of  the  ship  outside  was  now  nearlj  completed, 
although  from  the  extreme  severitv  of  the  wittd,  which  blew 
chiefly  from  the  N.  N.  E.,  the  crew  were  very  often  obliged 
to  suspend  their  labours,  not  being  able  to  endure  the  intansfty 
of  the  cold. 

The  rigour  of  the  climate  however  did  not  deter  the  officers 
from  pursuing  the  sports  of  the  field,  if  such  a  term  may  be 
allowed,  when  speaking  of  a  desolate  couiitry  covered  with 
now^  and  where  scarcely  any  signs  of  vegetation  were  to  be 
seen.  Commander  James  killed  several  grouse,  and  two  ptar- 
migan, in  some  respects  resembling  the  species  which  inhabit 
the  highest  mountains  of  Scotland.  The  male  bird  was  per- 
fectly white,  with  large  scarlet  naked  eyebrows,  which  in  the 
female  was  scarcely  perceptible;  the  plumage  of  the  latter 
was  variegated  black  and  rusty-rufus ;  the  legs  and  feet  of  both 
were  thickly  clothed  with  long  white  feathers  down  to  the  claws, 
giving  them  the  exact  resemblance  of  a  hare's  foot.  Commander 
Ross  also  shot  a  gull,  known  by  the  name  of  the  Kittiwake  gull, 
one  of  the  most  elegant  birds  of  the  species.  In  the  full  aged  bird 
the  bill  is  of  a  beautilhl  lemon  yellow ;  the  orbits  and  the  inside 
of  the  mouth,  of  a  beautiful  saffi'on  red,  inside  straw  colour ;  legs 
»f  a  livid  colour;  the  top  of  the  head,  the  nape  back,  wings  of 
a  fine  ash  colour,  tips  of  the  wing-coverts  black,  the  rest  of  the 
bird,  white. 

In  several  young  birds,  the  bill  and  orbits  were  of  a  deep 
livid,  in  some  the  yellow  was  making  its  appearance;  the  plum- 
age difiered  from  the  old  ones,  in  the  ash  colour  being  deeper, 
and  more  generally  in  the  upper  parts  of  the  bird ;  many  of  the 
wing,  the  wing  covert,  and  tall  feathers  being  tipped,  otherwise 
marked  with  black;  the  lower  parts  like  the  old  birds  weire 
white. 
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An  accident  occurred  cm  the  12th,  which  was  very  nearly  being 
Mtended  with  the  most  serious  consequences :  a  number  of  articles 
had  been  taken  out  of  the  ship  and  placed  on  the  ice,  preparatory 
to  their  being  taken  on  shore,  and  not  the  slightest  doubt  was 
entertained  that  the  ice  was  too  firmly  set  to  endanger  the  safety 
of  the  things.  The  wind  on  the  proceeding  day  had  been  blowing 
A  gale  from  the  westward,  but  still  it  did  not  appear  to  have  any 
mfluence  on  the  ice^but  early  on  the  morning  of  the  l^th,  the 
ice  gave  a  most  heavy  shock  which  made  a  fissure  in  it  of  nearly 
a  foot  in  breadth,  by  which  the  water  came  pouring  through, 
covering  the  ice  for  a  considerable  distance,  and  overflowing 
every  thing  that  had  been  placed  upon  it,  especially  the  different 
parts  of  the  engine.  Strong  apprehensions  were  now  entertained 
that  the  things  were  irrecoverably  lost,  as  it  was  most  probable 
that  the  water  would  not  recede  before  it  was  frozen  into  a  solid 
body  of  ice,  from  which  it  would  be  impossible  to  extract  the 
articles  before  they  were  rendered  wholly  useless.  It  was  how- 
ever, not  the  peril  which  attended  the  present  accident  which 
excited  in  the  minds  of  the  officers  so  great  a  degree  of  alarm,  but 
it  was  the  fear  that  they  might  be  frequently  visited  by  these 
irruptions  of  the  water,  and  the  vessel  might  be  then  sonipped  with 
the  ice,  as  to  render  her  wholly  unseaworthy.  It  was  a  circum- 
stance  which  had  never  occurred  on  any  of  the  proceeding  expe- 
ditions, and  it  came  upon  them  so  suddenly,  and  by  surprise, 
that  no  measures  could  be  taken  to  avert  the  consequences  of  so 
serious  a  calamity.  The  consequences  of  this  disaster,  were  how- 
ever in*the  present  instance,  not  so  extensive  as  was  originally 
apprehended,  for  although  the  water  did  not  wholly  recede,  yet 
it  so  &r  subsided,  as  to  enable  the  crew  to  get  possession  of  the 
things  which  had  been  submerged,  and  they  were  without  loss 
of  time  placed  beyond  the  reach  of  a  similar  accident.  It  must 
however  be  observed  that  some  of  the  things  were  Iost« 

The  13th  of  November  was  the  last  day  that  the  sun  was  seen 
above  the  horizon ;  the  sea  around  then  presented  one  unbroken 
surface  of  ice,  over  which  excursions  of  one  or  two  miles  distance 
were  made— ^11  around  was  bleak  and  dreary,  and  the  only  in- 
dication of  the  presence  of  man,  was  the  spot  where  the  ship  lay  I 
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a  death-like  stillness  prevailed,  interrupted  onl^  by  tiM  ▼•ices  of 
the  crew,  or  the  occasional  barking  of  the  dogs*  Tbe  distsnce 
at  which  sounds  were  beard  in  the  open  air,  during  the  conti.* 
nuance  of  intense  frost,  seems  almost  incredible ;  persons  have 
been  distinctly  heard  conversing  in  a  common  tone  of  voice,  at 
the  distance  of  a  mile. 

On  seeing  the  sun  set  for  the  period  of  three  months,  the  foVUm^ 
ing  beautiful  lines  were  written. 

Behold  yon  glorloui  orb  whose  feeble  rsy 
Mooke  the  proud  glare  of  summer^  lonelier  day, 
HU  noon-tide  beam  shot  upward  thro*  the  sky. 
Scarce  gilds  the  vault  of  heaven^s  blue  canopy^- 
A  fainter  yet,  and  a  fainter  light, 
And  lo !  he  leaves  us  now  to  one  long  ofaeerlea  night ! 
And  is  his  glorious  eourse  for  ever  o^er  1 
And  has  he  set  indeed— to  rise  no  morel 
To  us  no  more  shall  spring^  enlivening  beam. 
Unlock  the  fountains  of  the  fetterM  stream  { 
No  more  the  wild  bird  carol  through  the  sky, 
And  sheer  yon  mountains  with  rude  n&lody  t 
YesJ  once  more  shall  spring  her  energy  resume. 
And  chase  the  horrors  of  this  wintry  gloom- 
Once  more  shall  summers  animating  ray 
Enliven  nature  with  perpetual  day- 
Yon  radiant  orb,  with  self-inherent  light, 

Shall  rise  and  dissipate  the  shades  of  nighty 

In  peerless  splendour  re-pos^ess  the  sky. 

And  shine  in  renovated  majesty. 

In  yon  departing  orb  methinks  I  see^ 

A  counterpart  of  frail  mortality, 

BtAIpm  of  nms!  when  life's  declining  sun, 

ProcUlai  this  awful  trutb !— thy  vace  is  run. 

His  inn  ones  set^U  bright  eflulgenoe  gone 

All,  all   ia  darkness— as  It  ne>i   bad  ahontl 
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Tct  «ot  for  mret  la  nan**  glory  fled. 

His  name  fbr  ever    aiimbered  with  Che  defid. 

Like  yon  bright  orb,   the  immortal  part  of  man. 

Shall  end  in  glory  ag  it    first  began— 

Like  him  enoiiroled  in  oeleatial  light 

Shall  rise  triumphant  'midst  the  shades  of  night. 

Her  natiYe  energies  again  resume 

Dispel  the  dreary  winter  of  the  tomb 

And  bidding  death  with  all   its  terrors  fly. 

Bloom  in  perpetual  spring  through  all  eternity. 

This  day  the  14th,  one  of  those  extraordinary  and  sudden 
chaBgea  took  place  in  the  temperature  of  the  air,  which  had 
been  obaerred  in  the  voyages  of  Capt.  Parry,  and  which  set  all 
[diilosophical  principles  at  defiance  to  account  for.  The  weather 
was  fine  with  the  wind  at  south  east,  when  on  a  sudden  about 
mid-day,  the  astonishing  difference  of  forty -eight  degrees  took 
place  in  the  temperature  of  the  air,  the  thermometer  rising  from 
15  degrees  above  zero,  to  21^  above  the  freezing  point.  The 
change  however  was  of  very  short  duration,  as  the  thermometer 
soon  after  fell  to  14  degrees  above  Zero. 

Towards  evening  an  object  was  observed  at  the  base  of  one 
of  the  smaller  icebergs,  and  a  party  set  out  from  the  ship  to  ascer- 
tain what  it  was.  On  approaching  it  they  discovered  by  its  large 
tusk  or  horn,  to  be  a  sea  unicorn,  and  it  being  the  first  that 
they  had  seen  in  that  part  of  the  country,  they  were  the  more 
anxious  to  obtain  possession  of  it.  By  some  dexterous  manoeuv- 
ring,  three  of  the  crew  got  within  shot  of  it,  when  all  of  them 
firing  at  once,  the  animal  was  killed.  The  prize  was  cMveyed 
on  board,  and  on  measuring  it,  it  was  found  to  be  twenty-two 
feet  long,  and  twelve  round,  the  head  nearly  one  fourth  of  thv 
body,  round,  small  and  terminating  in  an  obtuse  rounded  snout. 
The  mouth  was  small,  but  no  teeth.  It  is  not  always  found  with 
its  tusk  entire,  but,  in  this  specimen,  the  tusk  was  complete, 
proceeding  from  the  upper  jaw,  diverging  to  one  side   and 
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tapering  towards  the  point.  The  eyes  and  ears  are  very  small, 
with  one  respiratory  orifice  in  the  back  of  the  head.  The  back 
broad^  convex  and  tapering  towards  the  tail,  which  is  horizon- 
tally placed  and  is  divided  into  two  obtuse  oval  lobes.  The 
body  is  of  an  ovoidal  shape,  with  no  dorsal  fins,  but  a  high 
ridge  or  projection  extends  from  the  blow  hole  to  the  tail,  and 
gradually  diminishes  in  height*  as  it  approaches  the  tail ;  there 
are  two  pectoral  fins.  The  colour  of  the  animal  is  generally 
cinereous,  dappled  with  numerous  multiform  black  spots;  the 
belly  is  a  shining  white,  and  soft  as  velvet  to  the  touch. 

The  mollusca  and  actinea  are  its  general  food.  It  swims 
with  great  swiftness,  but  like  other  cestaceous  animals  cannot 
remain  long  under  water  without  respiring.  Although  ap« 
parently  harmless,  he  is  a  dangreous  enemy  to  the  whale^  and 
he  has  been  known  to  dart  his  horn  into  the  side  of  a  ship. 
The  oil  is  of  a  superior  quality,  and  its  flesh  is  held  in  high 
repute  by  the  Esquimaux,  who  prefer  it  to  that  of  the  seal  or 
the  whale. 

The  born  of  this  animal  was  long  the. subject  of  a  kind  of 
superstitious  respect.  It  was  said  to  be  efficacious  in  the  cure 
of  several  distempers,  and  was  prized  as  being  of  the  very 
highest  value.  The  Margraves  of  Bareuth  possessed  one,  which 
cost  them  six  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  the  king  s  of  Den- 
mark have  a  throne  formed  of  it,  which  is  esteemed  more  valu- 
able than  if  composed  of  gold.  The  horn  is  of  a  finer  texture, 
and  takes  a  better  polish  than  the  elephant's. 

The  sea  unicorn  is  generally  taken  by  a  harpoon,  the  barbed 
part  of  which  is  about  three  inches  long,  having  a  line  attached 
to  it  of  about  five  fathoms  in  length,  the  other  end  of  which  is 
fastened  to  a  buoy  of  a  seafs  skin,  made  into  a  bag  and  inflated* 
The  blade  is  fixed  in  the  end  of  the  shaft  in  such  a  manner,  that 
it  may  be  disengaged  from  the  handle  after  it  is  fixed  in  the 
animal,  and  the  shaft  is  then  pulled  back  by  a  line  which  is  tied 
to  it  for  the  purpose.  When  struck,  he  immediately  plunges,  and 
carries  down  with  him  the  seal  skin  buoy,  which  fatigues  him. 
As  he  must  come  up  in  some  pool  to  respire  like  the  whale,  ha 
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is  followed  and  killed  with  spears,  and  as  he  frequents  the  chasms 
and  pools  in  the  ice,  he  falls  an  easy  prey  to  the  natives. 

The  weather  becoming  rather  more  mild,  the  crew  were 
employed  in  digging  gravel  for  the  upper  deck,  but  the  transport* 
ation  of  it  over  the  ice  to  the  ship,  was  a  task  of  no  small 
difficulty.  The  inequalities  of  the  ice  with  its  slippery  nature, 
proved  to  be  so  many  stumbling  l^locks  to  the  laden  mariner,  and 
many  a  basket  full  of  gravel  instead  of  forming  the  carpet  of  the 
upper  deck  of  the  Victory,  lay  scattered  about  on  the  ice,  with 
the  bearer  of  it  at  the  same  time  measuring  his  length  upon  the 
ice»  asa  proof  of  his  inability  to  preserve  his  equilibrium  over  the 
rugged  road  which  he  had  to  travel. 

Some  of  the  crew  were  employed  in  training  the  dogs  to  the 
sledgeff,  as  it  was  the  intention  of  the  officers  to  penetrate  further 
into  the  country,  as  soon  as  the  ship  had  been  put  into  that  condi* 
lion,  which,  as  far  as  its  capabilities  would  admit  of,  was  required 
for  the  winter  sojourn.  An  accident  however  befel  one  of  the 
dogs,  the  name  of  which  was  Annatatatook,  who  in  fighting 
with  another  received  so  severe  a  wound  in  the  throat,  that  it 
died  on  the  following  day.  This  circumstance  was  the  more 
deplored,  as  Annatatatook  was  a  bitch  far  gone  with  young,  and 
it  was  intended  to  rear  her  offspring  as  a  kind  of  a  corp  ie 
reserve  of  their  canine  establishment,  which  as  the  only  means 
of  enabling  them  to  explore  the  country,  was  a  matter  of  no 
minor  consideration.  The  name  of  Annatatatook  implies  in  the 
Esquimaux  language,  "  the  first  in  the  chase,''  but  it  must  be 
observed  that  the  Esquimaux  seldom  give  any  names  to  their 
dogs,  as  they  govern  them  entirely  by  the  reins  and  the  whip, 
2nd  a  particular  exclamation  of  Whew  !  whew ! — the  dog  that 
was  killed  was  the  property  of  Capt.  Ross,  the  victor  belonging 
to  Mr.  Light,  the  steward ;  the  dog  was  skinned  and  in  its  belly 
was  found  the  standing  part  of  a  mutton  ham. 

The  following  circumstance  is  by  no  means  undeserving  the 
attention  of  those,  whose  enthusiastic  exertions  have  been  direct- 
ed to  the  improvement  of  the  intellectual  character  of  the  sailor, 
at  the  same  time  that  we  do  not  mean  to  rank  ourselves  amongst 
that  class,  who  consider  that  the  sailor  ought  to  be  called  upon 
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to  partake  of  the  march  of  intellect,  and  to  lose  in  the  perusal 
of  veltj^lMis  tracts,  the  genuine  and  noble  character  of.  the 
Briitsh  sailor.  Far  be  it  from  our  design  to  instil  the  doctrine, 
that  the  principles  of  religion  ought  not  to  be  strongly  and 
deeply  imptanted  in  the  breast  of  the  sailor,  for  perhaps  there  is 
not  any  arocation  of  life,  in  which  a  full  reliance  on  a  divine 
psavidence  is  more  necessary  than  in  that  of  a  sailor,  but  it  is 
tba  aitanpl  which  has  been  made  to  bring  the  mariner  within 
the  inflnenee  of  sectarian  principles,  which  has  met  with  the 
reptehattoii  of  every  one,  who  evidently  sees  in  that  attempt  a 
de^eneiating  influence  upon  the  peculiar  and  original  character 
of  the  sailor,  which  it  is  the  interest  of  the  country  to  uphold^ 
and  on  whkh  it  may  be  said  that  its  very  safety  depends.  It  is 
imposnbta  to  withhold  our  encomiums  on  Capt.  Ross,  for  the 
strict  adherence  which  he  exacted  from  his  crew  in  the  observance 
of  the  sabbath,  but  the  circumstance  particularly  alluded  to  is 
that  aevaral  of  his  crew  could  neither  read  nor  write,  and  there- 
fore'they  were  deprived  of  every  opportunity  of  self  improvement. 
The  bible  lay  before  them,  as  so  many  pages  of  paper  stained 
withcevtain  black  characters,  but  of  the  import  of  which  they 
wese  as  ignorant  as  of  an  autograph  letter  of  the  emperor  of  China. 
Throagh  the  long  dreary  season  which  was  before  them,  with 
few  or  no  amusements  to  beguile  the  tedium  of  an  arctic  winter, 
the  perasal  of  the  bible  would  have  afforded  them  not  only  the 
highest  intellectual  enjoyment,  but  would  also  have  confirmed 
them  in  their  religious  principles,  and  from  the  mouth  of  their 
Saviour  they  would  have  learned,  that  in  the  day  of  trouble  and 
tribulation,  God  forsakes  not  those  who  truly  and  in  spirit  call 
upon  him.  The  circumstance  having  been  reported  to  Capt.  Ross, 
that  it  was  the  earnest  desire  of  several  of  his  crew  to  learn  to 
read  and  write,  it  was  determined  that  a  school  should  be  opened^ 
by  which  not  only  the  wishes  of  the  ignorant  part  of  the  crew 
would  be  gratified,  but  it  would  prove  a  source  of  amusement  and 
empiojrment  to  the  educated  part  of  the  crew,  who  perhaps  for 
the  firei  time  in  theit  life,  were  to  be  called  upon  to  undertake 
the  ardooos  task  of  education,  and 

To  tMoh  the  oid  idea  how  to  ihoot 
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It  must  indeed  haye  been  a  novel  exfaibtiioiiv  and  a  most  de^- 

lectable  treat  must  it  have  been  to  the  caricatiirist»  to  eaidi'm 

glimpse    of  the    weather-beaten    8ailors>  in   their    FkMhingf 

jackets  and  their  Arctic  dresses,  "  with  hair  unkempt/'  ssMed^ 

on  their  forms  with  their  primer  in  their  hands,  and  audibly 

repeating,  as  they  were  in  their  turns  called  up  befine  theiff 

highty-gifted   domine,  a-b  ab,   e-b  eb,  o-b  ob,  and  iben  widii 

their  iron  fists,  which  had  been  inured  to  the  handspike,  attdthe* 

handling  of  the  main  braces  from  their  infancy,  sorawling'-O'r 

and  pothooks,  and  commencing  the  formation  of  the  fif^uratB,' 

with  the  lower  semicircle  instead  of  the  upper  one.    On  raftrrittg* 

to  our  documents,  the  existence  of  which,  however,  is  most  posi'^ 

tively  denied  by  Capt.  Ross,  we  certainly  eonfess  that  we  cannot 

discover  any  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  the  school,  Bar  is 

there  any  information  extant,  which  could  autboviase  VA  to  denomsee 

ai^of  the  scholars  as  being  so  refractory  as  to  incur  th^-JiSh^  ' 

pleasure  of  the  domine  or  monitor,  for  which  transgiession'lm 

was  condemned  to  be  put  into  the  corner,  with  the  fool?9*oap; 

made  of  a  seal's  paunch,  placed  on  his  head;  nor  is.tbeieany^ 

proof  that  the  domine  was  obliged  to  have  recourse  to  the  eahi* 

tary  infliction  of  the  titillating  punishment  of  flagellatien*  for  any 

breach  of  the  discipline  of  the  school,  by  which  aee(^ing  to. 

Dr.  Johnson,  that  which  was  put  into  the  head  was  whipped  out 

again  at  the  tail.     Minuteness  is  particularly  to  be  reoommendsd 

in  the  narrative  of  all  voyages  which  have  been  made  to  countries, 

which  no  one  has  ever  visited  before,  and  all  the  proceedings 

ought  to  be  noted  down  with  an  accuracy  and  fidelity  which 

cannot  leave  a  doubt,  even  in  the  minds  of  the  most  seeptieaU  of 

the  authenticity,   and  reality    of  the  circumstances  whidi  are 

reported  to  have  taken  place. 

It  is  to  be  sure  an  undoubted  fact  that  Capt.  Ross  in  his  first 
voyage,  did  describe  the  Croker  Mountains  with. an  acouraey 
and  fidelity,  which,  could  leave  no  one  to.  doubt  their  existance, 
but  let  it  be  considered,  that  although  there  may  be  an  accuiaey 
in  the  description  of  an  object,  there  may  be  aq  iaMWUiacy  in 
the  observation  of  ]t»  and  to  the  latter  circums^nce  is  to  be 
attributed  all  the  wonders,  miracles,  monstroeities,  errors  and 
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misrepresentatioqs,  wbich  are  to  be  found  iu  the  narrative  of  all 
travellers  from  the  time  of  Cain,  whom  we  have  good  reason  to 
suppose  was  the  first  traveller  into  a  distant  country,  to  that  of 
Capt.  Ros8«  for  the  discovery  of  the  north  west  passage. 

It  is  under  the  impression  of  these  inconvertible  truths,  that 
we  have  endeavoured  to  be  as  minute  as  possible  in  the  descrip- 
tion of  the  pedagogic  establishment  of  the  Victory,  as  it  may 
serve  as  a  pattern  to  all  future  voyagers,  whose  destiny  it  may 
be  to  sojourn  during  the  winter  in  the  Arctic  regions,  with  little 
but  their  own  thoughts,  and  the  prospect  of  being  frozen  to  death 
to  amuse  them,,  during  a  dreary  night  of  three  months  duration. 
Accordingly  we  have  dived  deeply  into  every  document,  in  order 
to  discover  if  the  system  of  education  adopted  on  board  the  Vic- 
tory was  according  to  the  plan  of  Bell  or  Lancaster,  or  whether 
the  preferenoe.  was  given  to  the  grammar  of  Cobbett  or  Murray  ; 
considering  the  knowledge  which  we  possess  of  the  undeniable 
(UMnpetency  of  several  individuals  on  board,  to  form  a  correct 
judgment  of  the  respective  merits  of  the  two  works,  butnotwitlw 
standing  all  our  researdies  in  that  particular  subject,  we  are  as 
ewQpIetel;jr  in  the  dark,  as  Capt.  Ross  himself  regarding  the 
existence  of  the  north  west  passage ;  nevertheless,  we  are  enabled 
to  state  thus  fiir  much,  and  in  which  we  are  borne  out  by  our  own 
pessonal  experience,  that  as  iar  as  regards  the  progress  which 
the  pofiiUinade  in  the  several  branches  of  learning,  it  was  no 
decidedly  oonfirmed,  that  we  discovered  that  if  they  could  not 
read  nor  write  when  they  entered  on  board  the  Victory,  they 
were  exactly  in  the  same  condition  when  they  left  it.  This  is 
however,  not  done  with  any  intent  to  cast  any  slur  upon  the 
pedagogic  talents  of  those  who  undertook  the  task,  as  arduous 
as  that  of  disoovering  the  north  west  passage  itself,  of  teaching 
a  fulUgrown  sailor,  who  has  hitherto  known  but  four  letters  of 
the  alphabet,  and  those  are  engraved  on  the  compass^  in  the 
bian»cle,  the  art  of  reading  the  Ist  Chapter  of  the  1st  Book  ol 
Chroniekfl,  or^to  indite  a  tender  epistle  to  his  inamorata  in  Rat« 
diffe  Higbwayi  or  the  Point  at  Portsmouth,  in  which,  although 
the  writer  was  at  the  moment  of  its  transcription,  living  in  a 
teo^rature.  of  W  degrees  below   Zero,  he  could  express  his 
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burning  thoughts  of  eveiriasting  constancy,  and  inflame  the  heart 
of  his  beloved,  with  the  fiery  protestations  of  his  everlasting 
love. 

Nevertheless  the  domine  of  the  Victory  could  ''  lay  the  flatter-^ 
ing  miction  to  his  soul/"  that  he  had  only  fitiled,  where  many 
and  wiser  men  have  fietiled  before  him,  and  that  if  he  had  not 
succeeded  in  making  any  addition  to  the  march  of  intellect  oh 
board  the  Victory,  he  was  still  entitled  to  as  much  applause,  as 
many  (alsely  celebrated  members  of  the  intellectual  corps,  who 
undertake  to  teach  a  chimney  sweeper  the  science  of  astronomy, 
because  he  is  professionally  engaged  in  ascension,  or  attempt  to 
make  a  statuary  of  a  cook>  because  he  is  generally  employed  in 
carving. 

It  being  found  that  the  stock  of  biscuit  was  getting  very  low 
the  baking  of  bread  was  commenced,  during  which  operation 
the  temperature  of  the  lower  deck  increased  ten  degrees,  and 
the  baking  days  became,  comparatively  speaking,  days  of  com- 
fort to  the  crew.  The  allowance  per  week  was  60tbs.  of  brted, 
and  76jllbs.  of  flour  including  suet  and  raisins. 

The  weather  being  rather  mild,  the  crew  succeeded  in  obtaito- 
ing  a  sufficiency  bf  gravel  for  the  upper-deck,  and  the  interior 
arrangements  of  the  ship  may  now  be  said,  in  a  certain  degree 
to  be  completed.  It  being  found  necessary  to  ere6t  some  edifice 
on  shore,  for  the  purpose  of  affixing  the  instruments  necessary 
for  making  the  usual  scientific  observations,  the  crew,  whenever 
the  weather  permitted  were  sent  on  shore,  and  they  began 
their  operations  by  making  a  pillar  of  snow  for  the  thermo- 
meter, and  an  observatory  on  the  highest  hill  from  which  the 
observations  could  be  taken.  A  fire  bole  was  also  commenced 
in  the  observatory,  but  as  it  was  impossible  to  keep  up  a  constant 
fire  in  it,  the  temperature  was  generally  so  cold  as  to  preclude 
almost  the  possibility  of  taking  any  of  the  observartions. 

The  manner  in  which  the  observatory  was  built  was  by  cut- 
tmg  large  square  slabs  of  snow,  which  were  worked  off  to  such 
a  nicety  as  to  resemble  blocks  of  marble,  and  when -placed  upon 
each  other,  had  all  the  appearance  of  a  handsome  piece  of  masonry, 
and  is  as  impervious  to  the  influence  of  the  efxteriot^aifmosphere  as 
if  it  had  been  constructed  of  granite.     It  is  a  false  idea  thai  a 
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house  of  mow  imwt  ■ooesaaf  Uy  be  oold,  it  poMsm  Indeed  tbe 
nconvenience  of  being  when  first  made,  prejudicial  to  the  eye- 
sight  from  its  extreme  whiteness,  and  this  would  be  seriously  felt 
by  the  Esquimaux,  if  the  interior  of  their  dwellings  retained  ihm 
original  whiteness  of  the  enow,  but  from  its  eontiaued  exposure 
to  the  smoke  of  their  fire  and  other  incidenUl  causes,  it  assumes 
by  degrees  a  colour  approximating  to  a  deep  orange,  and  in 
some  instances  to  a  dark  brown.  A  bed  of  snow  does  not  carry 
with  it  any  of  those  associations  of  warmth  and  comfort,  which 
we  generally  attach  to  our  place  of  repose,  but  the  crew  of  the 
Victory  had  for  a  length  of  time  no  other  bed,  with  only  a  skin 
Of  blanket  interposing  between  their  bodies  and  the  snow,  the 
principal  benefit  of  which  was  the  absorption  of  the  moisture 
occasioned  by  tbe  partial  thawing  ot  the  snow  from  the  beat  of 
the  recumbent  body.  It  is  the  death  bed  of  the  Esquimaux,  as 
well  as  his  hymeneal  couch,  and  so  powerful  is  the  force  of 
habit,  that  it  is  a  question  whether  he  would  exchange  it  for  the 
bed  of  down  of  the  monarch. 

WMbt  some  of  the  crew  were  employed  in  building  tbe 
ebservatoty,  others  were  engaged  in  the  erection  of  a  wall  of 
snow  on  the  south  side  of  the  ship,  which  is 'represented  in  our 
plate  of  the  Victory  as  she  was  froasen  in,  in  Felix  Harbour, 
The  intenral  between  the  wall  and  the  ship  formed  an  avenue,  in 
which  the  crew  exercised  themselves. 

.  To  compare  the  Victory  as  she  appeared  in  Felix  Harbour  to 
her  appearance  when  off  Woolwich,  might  be  equal  to  comparing 
an  antiquated  dowager  in  the  drawing  room  at  night,  with  her 
false  teeth,  false  bait,  and  fj^lse  bosom  profusely  coloured  with 
white  and  red,  and  then  beholding  her  on  the  following  morning 
divested  of  all  her  fictitious  ornaments,  and  appearing  in  her 
genuine  character,  a  hideous,  disgusting  figure.  Of  the  Victory 
at  Woolwich  it  may  be  said 

I  w»U  nrneaibtr  how  tbe  ship  lay  yonder 
There  vee  mutio  oa  Uie  festive  deek,  the  wine 

.ike  water  pour*d, 
And  Uiey  hrsTel  j  drank  soeceie  to  her  end  to 

every  roan  on  board. 
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TiMtt  llMl  aiglitj  power  tfrept  mi,  »nd  «ad» 

h«r  timben  quiTCfi 

I  fi^rt  •  i«B4iag  ahoiH  m  iIm 

west  down  the  river : 

B'^m  wA  IflBgtby  but  w«Te  nor  wisd  eoiild 

yet  bereourse  iiepede« 

^  brftfsei  a  ilereel  J  tm^isg  we,  Maetroiig 

nan  braTwJiki 


The  Victory  in  Felix  Harboar,  appeared  like  some  theer  hilk, 
which  might  once  liave  *'  borne  the  battle  and  the  breeze^^  and 
wlrich  like  the  dowager,  might  have  been  an  obfeot  of  attraetion 
in  the  earlier  days  of  her  existence,  but  now  divested  of  all  het 
ornaments,  and  eten  of  her  useful  appendages,  would  be  deemed 
to  be  wortky  only  to  be  broken  up,  and  her  onoe  proud  form 
consigned  to  purposes  of  an  ignoble  nature. 

On  the  aWh  Ihe  hor'son  being  very  clear  the  officers  went  on 
a  shooting  excurrion.  Commander  Ross  saw  nine  grouse,  bvl 
killed  only  one,  in  fact  it  was  found  that  the  animals  and  birds 
in  the  immediate  vicinity,  had  discovered  that  their  greatest 
enemy  had  oome  amongst  them,  and  therefore  they  acquired  that 
natural  shyness,  which  the  majority  of  animals  assatne  whea 
under  the  dominion  of  men. 
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The  following  is  the  scale  of  the  temperature  of  the  exterior 
Atmosphere  for  the  month  of  J^ovember. 
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On  the  Ist  and  2nd  of  December,  the  erection  of  the  observa- 
tory was  proceeded  with,  and  some  of  the  crew  amused  them* 
selves  with  cutting  figures  out  of  the  ice,  and  placing  them  in 
different  positions,  and  certainly  no  sculptor  made  such  grotesque 
objects  from  such  rude  materials.  The  appearance  of  the 
objects  however  afforded  a  fimd  of  amusement  to  the  crew,  as 
each  found  in  them  a  resemblance  to  something  or  to  some  person 
which  he  had  known,  and  a  nick  name  was  given  to  it  accordingly. 

An  attempt  was  made  on  the  8rd,  to  obtain  some  more  of  the 
things  which  had  been  overflowed  by  the  eruption  of  the  water, 
and  some  hope  was  entertained  that  the  very  valuable  boilers, 
now  divided  into  four  pieces,  might  be  extracted  from  the  ice.  If 
instead  of  four  useless  lumps  of  copper,  the  crew  had  been  called 
upon  to  save  a  puncheon  of  rum  or  gin  from  the  ice,  no  doubt 
•xists  but  the  utmost  alacrity  would  have  been  used,  but  af^er 
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having  expended  several  days  in  cutting  away  the  ice^  in  ocder 
to  obtain  access  to  the  valuable  articles,  they  considered  their 
hibour  to  be  entirely  thrown  dway,  for  the  articles  themselves 
were  not  worth  the  saving. 

On  the  5th  a  visitor  came  on  board,  the  first  it  may  be  said  as 
belonging  to  the  country,  but  it  was  in  the  shape  of  an  ermine, 
who  had  boen  attracted  to  the  ship  either  by.  the  scent  of  some 
particular  object,  or  had  selected  it  as  a  place  of  re&ige  from  the 
pursuit  of  some  of  its  enemies.  For  some  time  it  concealed  itself 
under  one.  of  the  tanks,  but  in  venturing  on  the  lower  ddck.  It 
was  made  a. prisoner,  and  some  hope  was  entertained,  that  as  it 
had  nqt  sustained  any  injury  either  from  a  g^  or  trap,  they 
should  be  able  to  preserve  it,  but  whether  from  the  confinement, 
or  the  administration  of  improper  food,  it  lived  only  four  days. 

The  weather  was  now  too  severe  to  allow  of  the  crew  working 
outside  of  the  ship,  and  therefore  they  were  employed  on  board 
pidiing  oakum  and  making  spun  yarn.  The  observatory  was 
finisheil  on  the  9tb,  and  a  flight  of  steps  was  made  to  it,  but  the 
cutting  out  of  the  boilers  from  the  iee  appeared  an  endless  task 
to  the  crew,  and  they  began  to  suspect  that  it  was  a  labour  im* 
posed  upon  them,  more  with  the  view  of  giving  theod  some  sana- 
tory exercise,  than  from  any  value  which  was  attached  to  the 
recovery  of  the  articles.  Their  labour  appeared  to  be  that  of 
Tisiphon,  for  on  leaving  off  their  work  at  the  expiration  of  the 
watchj  with  the  fiUl  expectation  of  accomplishing  their  task  on 
the  following  day,  they  would  find  to  their  mortification  that  the 
tide  had  filled  i^>  the  cavities  which  they  had  made ;  and  the 
thermometer  standing  from  25  to  90  below  zero,  the  articles 
became  as  it  were  encased  in  a  fresh  body  of  ice,  through  which 
they  had  to  perforate  before  they  could  arrive  at  the  place,  where 
they  had  finished  their  labours  on  the  proceeding  day. 

Capt.  Ross  and  Commander  Ross  generally  passed  their 
mornings  at  tho  observatory,  the  result  of  which  will  be  found 
in  the  appendix  to  this  work,  but  the  weather  was  at  times  so 
boisterous,  and  the  tide  so  very  heavy^  as  to  render  the  pa^* 
sage  to  the  observatory  impracticable.  During  the  whole 
week,  the  wind  was  so  excessively  boisterous,  and  the  weatfaei 
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in  .general  io  inderaent,  ••  to  confine  both  the  offioeie  and 
crew  to  the  veseel;  the  hitter  took  their  exerme  on  the 
upper  deok,  but  in  their  own  language^  ''it  wae  pindung 
work  and  no  mistake/'  The  carpeatera  took  the  adtantage  of 
the  bcaBterona  weather,  to  cHMietract  the  framework  and  other 
naeesiaffy  artiolee,  ibr  the  adjosting  of  the  instramente  in  the 
cbsarvatory,  but  in  &ot  some  apprehensions  were  entertained 
that  the  weather  had  injured  the  obsenratory,  particularly  the 
r4>ofiBg>  as  the  flag-staff,  which  had  been  erected  on  it,  was 
carried  away ;  but  on  the  SOth,  Commander  Ross  was  able  to 
effect  a  passaga  to  the  observatory,  and  with  the  exception 
oi  the  acoident  above  alluded  to,  found  every  thing  in  a  good 
<?iMDdition. 

.Christmas  day  was  now  near  at  hand^  and  it  was  resolved  that 
the  day  should  be  kept  with  all  the  mirth  and  ceremonies,  by 
which  it  is  distinguished  on  land,  nor  was  it  to  be  celebrated 
Kithout  its  usual  concomitants  of  roast  beef  and  plum  padding. 
On  the  day  previously,  the  oflkers  went  on  a  shooting  espedition, 
with  the  hope  of  obtaining  some  game  for  their  Christmas  dinner, 
but  they  only  saw  two  hares,  which  they  tried  in  vain  to  kilL 
.   It  was  now  nearly  five  years  that  the  stores  of  the  Fury  were 
deposited  on  the  beach,  little  suspecting  by  those  who  placed 
them  there,  that  in  the  Christmas  of  1829,  they  would  form  a 
part  of  the  dinner  of  the  crew  of  an  English  vessel,  in  nearly  as 
good  condition  as  when  they  were  abandoned.    The  first  dish 
that  was  set  on  the  table,  before  the  crew  of  the  Victory  on 
Christmas  day,  was  a  pie  made  of  the  preserved  meats  of  the 
Fury,  with  vegetables  that  had  also  been  preserved,  and  vegeta- 
ble soups,  the  roast  beef  and  plum  pudding  followed,  with  «  pint 
and  a  half  of  rum  to  each  mess.    Previously  however  to  sitting 
down  to  dine,  divine  service  was  performed,  and  the  day  was 
celebrated  with  the  same  solemnity  and  rejoicing  as  if  they  had 
been  on  land«     In  the  evening  the  crew  anmsed  themselres  with 
singing  and  dancing,  although  in  the  latter  amusement,  they 
felt  the  want  of  those  objects,  which  impart  the  greatest  ctuirm  to 
}i,  for  there  vras  nq  sparkling  female  eye  to  give  animation. to 
the  scene,  nor  a  rosy  lip  x>n  which  a  passionate  kiss  could  be  im^ 
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fpresMd,  but  cAill  il  wasa  stf  iking  spfecimen  of  the  greitt  ^likbillty 
of  the  haamn  eharaeter,  which  can  c&ofarm  itself  to  the  cirtnntf- 
stanees  under  whieh  it  is  placed,  and  ftid  an  ^ojftient,  and  a 
•atttfiuslion  in  an  amuMOient  or  pursuit,  eren  When  thechi)»f 
olijeci  ii  wanlfai^  from  which  that  gratiScatite  is  deriiFitfd.  The 
efefiing  was  spent  in  siofging  the  old  national  sbngSi  **lhe  arn^ 
and  nav]^  for  ever ;  the  hing  Gtod  bless  him ;  and  6(>d  sate  tl» 
hfaig.^ 

During  the  morning  of  the  29th,  Commander  R6ss  ins  em- 
ployed at  the  ebserratory  taking  observations,  butilie  weather 
was  too  severe  to  allow  the  crew  to  follow  their  avolcations' in 
ihe  open  idv,  and  the  greatest  apprehensions  were  now  enter- 
tained, that  unless  a  change  in  the  weather  speedily  i^ck  place, 
the  firannes  of  the  engine  and  the  cjlinderii  would  be'  irreoover- 
Bhly  lost  lo  the  ice.  '  - 

TheSTth  being  Sunday  divine  service  was  performed,  and  in 
the  aAemoon  the  crew  took  their  customary  exereise  on  dedk. 
Since  the  establishment  of  the  school,  Sunday  evening  was  bj^- 
propriated  for  the  examination  of  the  pupils  by  the  officefcr;  a 
duty  which  generally  devolved  on  Commander  Ros8>  and  it 
speaks  no  little  for  the  stock  of  patience  which  that  aUe  officer 
nmst  have  possessed,  to  undergo  the  trying  tyccnpaftion  of  liltfen- 
ing  to  the  rude  attempt  of  the  aspiring  pupil,  to  get  throogh  a 
Terse  in  the  bible,  by  spelling  every  word,  and  then  stammering 
out  the  pronunciation  of  it,  which  was  perhaps  any  thing  but 
the  real  one.  It  is  perhaps  not  to  be  wondered  at,  that  on  some 
of  these  scholastic  examinations,  the  gallant  Captain  of  the  expe- 
dition was  observed  to  be  comfortably  asleep  in  his  arm-diair, 
chimii^  now  and  then  with  a  sonorous  snore,  in  with  the  draw- 
ling tone  of  the  pupil,  steering  his  way  to  the  best  of  his  ability 
through  the  first  six  verses  of  the  appointed  chapter,  and  being  at 
times  obliged  to  bring  up  in  order  to  take  a  correct  observation  of 
the  difficult  course  which  was  before  him,  and  where  ihe  greatest 
danger  existed  of  his  sticking  fast,  without  the  chance'  of  getting 
off  again.  In  all  cases  where  it  becomes  a  difficult  matter  to 
find  a  subject  for  the  employment  of  our  leisure  time,  it  generally 
nappens  that  some  extraordinary  and  monstrous  scheme  is  thought 
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tf,  whidi  OB  enj  other  oee«sion  would  never  have  been  adttritUid 
fior  a  mofment,  to  hold  a  place  in  our  ima^nation.  It  was  per* 
Inpe  on  this  very  principle  that  Capt.  Ross  projeoted  his  h* 
voyage,  at  all  events  it  was  evident  that  the  Sunday  exercises  ctf 
the  pupils  in  reading  the  bible  aloud  to  the  eradite  officers  and 
erewy  was  a  project,  which  waa  very  little  calculated  to  instil 
isto  the  mind  of  the  adult  pupil,  a  predilection  for  biUical  learn- 
ing, or  to  act  as  a  stimulus  to  the  prosecution  of  his  studies^ 
In  a  sehool,  where  all  the  scholars  are  dunces,  as  was  this  case 
with  the  school  of  the  Victory,  no  iSsar  can  exist  of  the  expoenre 
of  incapacity  more  in  one  quarter  than  another,  fbr  the 'fools-cap 
would  sitequaliy  well  on  ail,  but  there  is  something  so  utterly  re- 
pugnant to  our  feelings  in  the  public  exposure  of  our  ignorance,  that 
it  is  an  ordeal  which  few  can  undergo,  and  which  has  a  tendency 
to  frustrate  the  very  object,  which  it  is  intended  to  gain* 

The  weather  moderated  on  the  28th,  and  the  crew  were  again 
employed  in  the  tisyphonicai  task  of  cutting  the  cylinders  out  of 
the  ice.  During  their  operations  however,  a  kind  of  Godsend 
appeared  to  them,  in  the  shape  of  a  large  piece  of  ash  timber, 
and  every  exertion  was  made  to  obtain  possession  of  it.  A  calcu« 
lation  was  made  as  to  how  many  fires  it  would  contribute  to  light, 
and  how  many  ovens  it  would  heat  for  the  bakings,  and  tho  hope 
was  eutertained,  that  as  one  log  had  made  its  appearance,  others 
would  come  from  the  same  quarter,  and  thus  a  regular  supply  of 
fiielbe  obtained  without  encroaching  upon  their  private  resources. 
Possession  waa  formerly  taken  of  the  log  of  timber,  but  it  was 
the  will  of  the  fates,  that  the  hope  of  the  sailors  should  not  be 
realized,  for  the  waters  came  rushing  over  it,  and  the  timber  and 
the  cylinders  appeared  as  if  they  were  most  likely  to  be  left  as  a 
legacy,  to  the  next  company  of  adrenturers,  who  might  be  dis- 
posed to  penetrate  into  those  latitudes,  for  the  enjoyment  of  the 
delightful  recreation,  of  experiencing  the  utmost  possible  degree 
of  cold  which  is  known  on  the  surface  of  the  globe. 

An  official  account  was  taken  of  the  health  of  the  crew  at  the 
close  of  the  year,  and  it  was  found  with  the  exception  of  the 
armourer  to  be  in  the  b^st  possible  state.  In  fact  it  may  be  said, 
that  the  crew  had  as  yet  undergone  no  privations,  and  their  ex- 
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posuro  to  the  rigour  of  the  climate  had  not  been  of  that  duration 
as  to  effect  tlMhr  health.  They  ooight  in  aome  reepeots  be  regarded 
as  a  hire  of  bees,  who  when  a  glimpee  of  fine  weather  ahowtf 
ilaelf,  take  the  advantage  of  it,  and  leaire  the  hive,  but  who  keep 
themeelvw  oomfortabiy  housed  in  the  midst  of  their  provi- 
sione,  as  long  as  the  bad  weather  continuee.  The  labour  in 
which  the  crew  were  employed  exterior  to  the  ehip,  might  be 
viewed  more  in  the  charaoter  of  exercise,  than  the  impoaties 
of  an  arduous  task ;  indeed  it  might  comparatively  speaking,  be 
said  to  be  all  night-work,  the  light  being  merely  sufieient  td 
enable  ^em  to  distinguish  the  objects,  and  thet  only  under  ofaw 
cnnsataneea  of  a  peculiar  nature. 

On  the  aoth  the  weather  being  mild,  the  crew  were  sent  on 
shore  to  obtain  some  sand^  and  that  part  of  the  crew  which  went 
under  the  name  of  the  walking  party,  brought  every  forenoon 
two  caska  of  water  on  board.  In  one  of  the  shooting  excursions, 
Capt.  Ress  saw  the  impression  of  a  wolfs  foot>  which  Sot  some 
time  afierwavda  was  known  to  hover  about  the  ship,  butalwayn 
eluded  the  vigilance  of  the  sportsmen. 

T%tfcU(ming  is  ike  scale  of  the  Temperature  of  the  exterior 
AtmoMfhere  for  the  month  of  December  18W. 
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The  new  year  broke  upon  them  with  extraordinary  mildness, 
which  enabled  the  officers  to  pursue  their  amusements  on  land, 
and  to  ^Te  the  crew  that  exercise,  which  their  health' demanded. 
On  new  yearns  day  an  extra  allowance  of  grog  with  preserved 
meats  was  served  out  to  the  crew,  and  in  the  eTenfitg  they  made 
themesWes  merry  with  singing  and  dancing.  Perhaps  no  set  of 
men  had  ever  greater  reason  to  drink  with  real  glee,  the  old  year 
out  and  die  new  one  in,  than  the  crew  of  the  Victory;  although 
no  belts  sounded  at  the  midnight  hour,  announcing  the  commence- 
ment of  the  new  year  and  the  departure  of  the  old  one,  with  all 
'ts  troubles,  trials,  and  difficulties  on  its  back;  although  the 
wassail  bowl  circulated  not  round  their  table,  and  many  a  light- 
mme  heart  was  called  upon  to  rejoice  that  another  year  of  its 
life  was  gone ;  although  love  mingled  itself  not  in  their  caps, 
yet  they  filled  their  glass  to  those  who  were  far  away,  and  who 
were  perhaps  at  that  same  moment,  drinking  the  health  of  those 
who  in  their  solitary  ship,  were  strangers  to  the  festivities  of 
the  season,  and  whose  mirth  was  like  the  beam  of  the  sun  that 
illumined  them,  faint  and  cheerless.  Nevertheless  it  was  to 
them  a  source  of  rejoicing  that  the  new  year  was  begun,  which 
according  to  their  sanguine  expectations,  was  either  to  see  them 
at  the  object  of  which  they  were  in  search^  or  to  return  them  to 
their  native  land. 

On  the  2iid  the  weather  was  very  thick,  with  a  keen  piercing 
wind  from  the  south  east,  and  not  being  able  to  perform  any 
manual  operations  exterior  to  the  ship,  the  crew  took  the  oppor- 
tunity of  cleaning  out  the  tanks,  from  which  they  took  four 
bushels  of  snow.  On  the  following  day,  the  weather  assumed  an 
extraordinary  mildness,  the  thermometer  having  risen  twenty- 
three  degrees ;  all  the  officers  went  on  shore  on  a  shooting  excur- 
sion, and  the  surgeon  shortly  afterwards  returned  for  a  hook,  the 
party  having  shot  a  hare,  which  got  under  a  rock  beyond  their 
reach,  it  was  not  without  some  difficulty  that  the  animal  was 
secured ;  on  weighiag  it  on  board,  it  was  found  lo  be  Tibs  SJoz, 
A  measurement  of  the  young  ice  was  taken  this  day,  and  it  was 
ascertained  to  be  five  feet  four  inches  thick. 

The  eth  was  employed  in  hauling  the  long  brass  gun  belonging 
to  the  Fury,  to  the  top  of  a  hill  for  the  purpose  of  firing  it  occm- 
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sionally  in  order  to  try  the  Telocity  of  sound,  and  it  may  bo 
affirmed  that  the  firing  of  this  gmi  led  to  an  event,  which  opened 
a  new  scene  to  the  crew  of  the  Victory,  and  tended  in  a  very 
considerable  degree,  to  break  the  monotony  to  which  they  had 
hitherto  been  accostomed.  It  was  on  the  9th,  at  11  a.m.  that 
Allan  Mclnniss  shouted  that  he  heard  some  strange  voices,  and 
in  a  few  minutes  afterwards  a  tribe  of  Esquimaux  were  seen  on 
the  beach,  armed  with  bows  and  arrows,  but  in  other  respects 
evincing  the  most  friendly  disposition.  Capt.  Ross  was  at  this 
time  absent  from  the  ship,  and  Commander  James,  the  surgeon, 
and  Mc'Inniss  went  in  search  of  him.  On  the  officers  approaching 
die  Esquimaux  they  seemed  very  timid,  for  they  were  then  stand* 
.ng  in  a  line  three  deep,  and  in  the  middle  stood  an  old  man  who 
was  very  infirm,  and  who  apparently  was  the  father  of  the  com- 
munity. The  officers  still  continued  to  approach  them,  but  they 
did  not  move  from  their  place,  on  which  the  officers  dropped 
their  guns  on  the  ice,  when  the  Esquimaux  broke  their  lines, 
and  brought  out  from  the  centre  the  old  man  formerly  mentioned. 
The  frankness  of  comraunicatioQ  observed  towards  natives  in 
their  situation  was  practised  towards  them,  and  a  mutual  good 
imderstanding  was  soon  established  between  them.  They  then 
came  towards  the  ship  without  hesitation,  but  the  old  map  was 
obliged  to  be  drawn  thither  on  a  sledge,  as  well  as  his  son  who 
had  only  one  leg ;  the  name  of  the  old  man  was  lllictu,  and  that 
of  his  son  TuUooachiu. 

The  general  features,  bodily  and  intellectual  of  these  poor 
people,  are  nearly  the  same  as  those  of  the  other  Esquimaux 
tribes,  particularly  those,  which  inhabit  the  coasts  of  Baffin's  Bay. 
The  description  of  savage  life  is  nearly  applicable  to  all  portions 
of  mankind,  placed  below  a  certain  degree  of  refinement,  but 
the  amiable  character  of  the  Esquimaux,  forms  a  striking  coMtast 
to  that  of  most  savage  nations.  Insulated  by  nature  from  the 
rest  of  the  world,  they  have  no  idea  of  any  other  human  beings, 
and  there  is  more  of  the  true  spirit  of  contentment  to  be  found 
amongst  them,  than  is  probably  to  be  met  with  in  any  other  class 
of  mankind  whatsoever.  Happy  in  his  smoky  dwelling,  the 
Esquimaux  knows  no  want,  feels  no  inconvenience^  unless  the 
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YT^tber  prevents  his  accustomed  hunting;  he  (ills  no  land,  nor 
concern^  himself  about  any  right  of  property,  his  experience 
extending  only  to  the  arts  befitting  his  mode  of  life,  and  the 
climate  forbidding  his  desiring  any  thing  beyond  common  animal 
wants.  In  person  they  are  short  but  stoutly  made,  the  complexion 
is  olive  ;  the  iace  broad,  and  the  eyes  small  and  piercing;  good 
humour  is  fully  expressed,  but  they  have  an  indescribable  mixture 
of  wildness  and  ignorance. 

Notwithstanding  their  rude  habits  and  their  seclusion  from  all 
civilized  society,  they  are  still  an  ingenious  people,  and  their 
cldthing  and  implements  display  considerable  skill  in  the  manu- 
facture. Their  sledges,  knives,  spears,  &c.,  are  formed  from 
the  bones  of  the  whale  and  other  fish,  for  wood  is  scarcely  known 
amongst  them.  Their  garments  are  sewed  with  great  strength 
and  neatness,  their  needles  being  made  of  bone,  and  their  thread 
of  mosses.  The  upper  garment  resembles  a  smock  frock  with  a 
tapering  skirt,  and  has  a  hood,  in  which  the  women  carry  their 
infants,  but  the  dresses  of  the  men  have  the  hood  also,  and  the 
trowsers  and  boots  are  alike  for  each.  In  very  severe  weather 
the  natives  wear  a  double  set  of  garments,  the  furs  being  next 
the  skin  and  outwards,  the  fleshy  sides  of  the  two  hides  coming 
together.  They  use  immensely  long  whips  with  great  dexterity, 
made  of  hides  abd  plaited  extremely  well ;  the  thongs  are  as 
thick  at  the  large  end  as  a  man*s  thumb,  tapering  off  gradually, 
and  terminating  with  a  single  lash  of  the  same  material.  The 
children  have  them  for  their  amusement,  and  the  whole  tribe 
crack  their  whips  in  a  style  superior  to  French  postillions.  The 
number  of  Esquimaux  at  this  time  amounted  to  thirty  one,  but 
their  dogs  and  families  were  about  three  miles  from  the  ship, 
where  they  had  built  their  huts.  Capt.  Ross  took  some  of  them 
into  the  cabin,  and  showed  them  some  pictures  of  Igloolik  voyage, 
whilst  others  on  the  ice  amused  themselves  with  the  fiddle,  and 
with  looking  at  themselves  in  the  looking  glasses.  Some  food 
was  offered  them,  but  they  refused  to  eat  anything,  although  they 
did  not  testify  any  great  objection  to  drink  some  of  Felix  Booth's 
gin,  which  gradually  rendered  them  merry  and  familiar,  and  in 
the  evening  they  returned  to  their  huts.     Capt.  Ross  and  Com- 
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mander  R068  accompanied  them  for  nearly  two  mil  as,  and  haying 
parted  from  them  on  the  most  friendly  terras,  returned  ou  l^oard^ 

At  the  close  of  divine  service  on  the  following  day,  the  officers 
went  in  search  of  the  habitation  of  the  Esquimaux*  but  before 
they  had  proceeded  a  mile^  they  saw  the  Esquimaux  approaching  ■ 
tad  they  returned  with  them  to  their  huts^  where  every  proof 
of  kindness,  which  their  savage  nature  could  suggest,  was  showp- 
to  the  illustrious  visitors.  It  is  perhaps  not  illiberal  to  remi^ric 
that  this  kindness  was  in  a  great  degree,  the  consequence  of  the 
presents,  ifhich  Capt.  Ross  had  brought  with  him,  for  on  receiving 
any  thing,  their  joy  was  excessive,  jumping  and  shouting  in  the 
most  hideous  manner,  and  making  the  most  extraordinary  ges- 
tures, as  if  they  were  a  set  of  lunatics.  The  tribe  consisted  of 
about  70,  and  it  was  ascertained  that  the  place  where  they  had 
now  constructed  their  huts,  was  what  they  called  their  stow* 
hole,  or  depository  of  their  winter  provisions,  it  appearing  to  be 
the  custom  of  these  people,  during  their  hunting  excursions 
in  the  summer,  to  bury  the  produce  of  the  chaoe  in  deep 
holes  in  the  snow,  and  then  in  the  winter  to  construct  their, 
huts  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  their  magazines.  From? 
information  obtained  from  them,  the  rein-deer  and  other  ar^ 
tides  of  food  which  were  seen  in  their  stow-hole,  had  been 
buried  there  since  last  September,  and  as  soon  as  this  stock 
of  provisions  was  exhausted,  it  was  their  intention  to  move 
farther  into  the  country,  where  they  had  established  another 
magazine. 

The  natives  in  return  for  the  presents,  gave  Capt.  Ross  a  bow 
and  arrow,  and  several  of  them  were  induced  to  return  with 
the  officers  to  the  ship,  with  a  view  no  doubt  of  having  some 
further  presents  made  them.  Two  of  them  were  taken  into  the 
cabin  when  dinner  was  served  up,  but  they  seemed  to  view  the 
good  things  with  positive  disgust,  and  noinvitatk)n  nor  entreaty 
could  induce  them  to  partake  of  them. 

It  may  be  here  necessary  to  state,  that  on  the  sailing  of  the 
vessel  it  was  a  regular  order  throughout  the  ship,  that  no  man 
wrne  to  be  allowed  to  purchase  any  article  of  an  jBsquimauic,  and 
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Ih^r^yf  •iwheaever  My  of  the  Esquimaux  mim  intothd  oabm/tbef 
ni^fo  plaeod  nmk  aad  fik^  and  Capt.  Rots  and  the  steward  had 
lo  overhaul  Ihem  to  see  what  they  had  for  sale»  and  accordingly 
as  the  steward  expressed  hie  opinion,  and  the  oonBent  of  Capt 
Ross  obtained,  the  articles  were  all  bought;  they  consisted 
chiefly  of  their  own  dresses  and  fishing  tackle,  but  they  were 
all  put  under  Iwk  and  key,  and  under  the  immediate  charge  of 
Capi^  Ross  himself,  until  at  last  he  obtained  such  a  qnaottty  of 
these  things,  that  the  steward  was  obliged  to  fill  three  cadk% 
the>9ise  of  each  cask  being  336  gallons.  The  poor  .creatures 
ecintrived  however  to  sell  some  things  clandestinely  to  some  of 
the  crew,  and  were  (ar  better  paid  for  them  than  by  Capt.  Ross 
himself.  This  oircumstance  called  forth  a  spirit  of  deception 
amongst  the  natives,  for  as  self  interest  predominated  here  ae 
well  as  ID  more  civilized  countries,  they  concealed  many  of  their 
things  until  they  had  been  examined,  and  then  in  the  absence  of 
Capt.  Roes,  they  would  repair  to  their  stow-hole,  and  aell  them 
to  gisod  profit  to  the  crew. 

It  was  a  matter  of  great  wonder  to  many  of  the  crew,  the  ex- 
tMBse  eagerness  virhich  Capt.  Ross  manifested  to  collect  a  vast 
qnantiiy  of  articles  from  the  natives,  which  on  his  return  to 
England,  could  not  be  made  of  any  possible  use.  As  a  proof  of 
the  ingenuity  of  the  people,  and  in  some  respects  of  the  natural 
productions  of  the  country,  it  was  most  advisable  that  a  specie 
men  of  almost  every  article  should  be  obtained,  but  the  collection 
of  three  or  four  casks  of  Esquiiliaux  dresses  and  other  useless 
articles,  might  certainly  contribute  to  fill  up  the  hold  of  the 
vessel,  and  appear  as  the  trophies  of  his  mighty  undertaking, 
to  astound  the  eyes  of  his  countrymen  on  his  return.  From 
some  circumstances  however  which  have  taken  place  since  the 
return  of  Capt  Ross,  and  we  allude  in  the  first  instance  to  the 
panorama  of  Felix  Harbour,  got  up  under  the  immediate 
auspices  of  the  gallant  Captain ;  and  in  the  second  to  the  repre- 
sentation of  the  prinoiple  scenes  of  his  expedition,  ako  got  up 
under  the  iuunediate  dixectiou  of  the  Captain,  exhibiting  in 
Vauxhall  Gardens^  and  in  both  of  which,  if  reporjl  be  not  guilty 
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ef  Ikbebood,  the  Mrvices  of  the  Oaptttla  w^iiM^raftiitMlFr'itW 
vepeat  that  oo  taking  these  eircumetaiiees  ittCe  our  eomAdet^aMe^. 
h  iebfao  flueaoit  an  improbable  coDJeomre;  that  in  ihe  oolleifttdd 
of  aa  nmny  BBqnimaux  dienee,  bowe  and  arrows,  fiahttij^  tackle^, 
and  iog  whips,  a  most  lucid  idea  had  shot  tnddenty  into  4Jhe  bmf  fi 
of  Ihe  nasal  hero,  as  he  was  sitting  pondering  in  his  fietolenil, 
in  one  of  the  dark  and  dreary  nights  of  the  Aretic  wittter,  %\k% 
ahhongfa  it  was  bj  no  means  his  desire  that  the  pabKe'«hbul<I 
look/opon  hia expedition  as  a  farce,  yet  were  he  to  tomtit'  imJd 
mtntm  on  Ua  relorn,  it  could  not  Ikil  to  prove  a  hit,  'Ospeelaii^ 
if  it  were  announced  in  conspicuous  charaeters  in  the  bills  i»f  she 
day^  tint  the  actors  would  appear  in  the  real  dreHses  of  the  counM 
try,  eadi  ftiinished  with  a  bow  and  arrow,  and  a  fishing  rod  aifd 
a  bone  hook,  all  of  which  had  been  brought  home  by  ihe  pfinol«' 
pal  notor  in  the  ferce.  In  order  however  to rendet  thescenie 
descfiption  of  it  complete  in  all  its  departments,  it  was  neceisa^ 
thnt  many  auxiliaries  should  be  obtained,  which  wereio  iinj^iid^ 
on  the  minds  of  the  spectators,  the  most  tbriUing  sensaiiofill  §f 
tba  dangers  and  hair-breadtb  escapes  which  the  gallant  Gftptkin 
had  undergone  in  his  rarious  feats,  with  the  terrible  monsCem 
wbieh  were  indigenous  to  the  country.  Thus  it  was  neeessaiy  thw 
a  number  of  skins  of  seals,  and  of  sea  unieoms  should  be  obtained^, 
which  on  their  arrival  in  England,  being  properly  stniM,  could 
represent  ad  vwam,  whilst  squatting  at  the  base  of  an  iceberg, 
an  example  of  the  high  courage  and  intrepidity  wUch  the  Oap« 
tain  frequently  evinced,  in  his  desperate  encounters  with  the 
harmless  animals.  A  sledge  or  two  might  also  be  found  highly 
vseftd,  and  strictly  in  character  with  the  scenic  eihibitlon,  and 
then  having  already  some  dogs  of  the  country  in  his  possession, 
properly  trained  to  the  drawing  of  a  sledge,  the  whole  of  H 
would  present  a  cotrp  d^mil  never  before  witnessed  in  this  country. 
We  certainly  oonfess  that  we  give  the  whole  of  this  statement 
as  a  conjecture,  but  at  the  same  time  we  feel  convinced,  that  vre 
have  put  a  most  lenient  construction  upon  tlie  act  of  Capt.  Ross, 
m  filling  three  large  tubs  with  Esquimaux  dresses  and  other 
articles,  one  of  which  would  have  been  sufficient  to  convtn<!e 
the  people  of  Enghind,  that  there  was  something  more  true  and 
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real  in  his  description  of  the  natives  of  Felix  Harbour/  than  ii» 
the  exiatencse  of  the  Croker  Mountains. 

On  the  lltb  tw6  Esquimaux  came  to  the  dtip»  one  of  whom 
was  TuUobikchiu,  who  had  but  one  leg.  It  had  been  taken  off 
below  the  knee  in  the  most  masterlike  manner,  the  operation  of 
whiob  was  thus  described ;  the  upper  part  of  the  leg  was  bound 
with  thongs,  and  the  flesh  stripped  from  the  lower  part  with 
their  rude  kniyes,  the  bone  was  then  inserted  in  a  bole  in  the 
ice  and  snapped  asunder,  the  parts  were  then  seared  by  seme 
Iight4Ml  moss,  and  nature  did  the  rest.  He  was  intr<khioed  into 
the  cabin;  and  on  being  informed  that  another  kg  eould  be 
made  for  him,  he  burst  out  into  the  most  frantic  exckmationit 
of  joy,  and  the  carpenter  was  called  m  to  take  the  measure  of 
the  new  leg  that  was  to  be  made.  As  soon  as  this  ceremony 
was  completed.  Commander  James  biid  before  them  a  piece  of 
paper  and  asked  them  to  trace  on  it  the  way  which  the  land 
trended,  and  according  to  their  marking,  every  thing  appeared 
favourable  to  the  object  of  the  expedition;  according  to  the 
account  given  by  them,  the  expedition  had  already  seen  the 
coast  of  America  and  that  forty  miles  to  the  somh  west  were 
two  great  seas,  divided  by  a  narrow  strait  or  neck  of  land.  It 
was  computed  that  about  nine  days  journey  would  bring  them 
to  the  place  which  they  had  marked  out. 

The  weather  continued  fine,  the  wind  north  by  west,  but  the 
frost  was  intense  in  the  extreme,  of  which  some  idea  may  be 
formed,  when  it  is  stated  that  the  increase  in  the  thickness  of  the 
ice  was  from  3^  to  4f  indies  daily. 

On  the  12th  ten  Esquimaux  came  to  the  ship,  five  of  whom 
were  taken  into  the  cabin,  for  the  purpose  of  forminga  chart  of  the 
adjacent  coast,  and  they  varied  very  little  from  the  account  given 
by  those  on  the  preceding  day.  During  the  night  of  the  18th,  the 
ship  reoeived  some  very  heavy  shocks  in  consequence  of  the  ice 
cracking,  and  which  rendered  their  intercourse  with  the  land  more 
diflkult.  Capt.  Ross,  attended  by  a  party,  proceeded  towards 
the  Esquimaux  village,  but  on  their  way  they  met  about  a  dozen 
oomtug  to  the  Aip,  and  th^  all  returned  to  the^huts.  It  was 
ascertained  that  they  had  been  on  a  sealing  excursion  but  with- 
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out  soccesfl.  It  it  a  most  cnrloas  sight  to  obserre  OM  of  thu 
Esquimaux  watching  the  resort  of  the  seals ;  in  the  first  plaee  he 
cooBtmcts  an  edifice  of  tablets  of  snow  of  a  semicireular  form» 
in  the  ▼icinity  of  a  plaee  which  is  known  to  be  a  seal  s  holOy 
and  lie  will  sit  for  many  hours  in  a  crouched  form,  with  his 
elb0ws  resting  on  his  thighs  in  despite  of  the  most  inclement 
weather,  watching  with  ail  the  eagerness  and  intensity  of  the  oat 
watering  the  mouse^  the  appearance  of  the  seal  from  his  bole. 
On  tbe  projeotion  of  the  snout  of  the  seal  from  the  water,  the 
Esquimaux  remains  as  if  breathless  and  motionless,  until 
by  degrees  the  animal  crawls  from  the  water  and  continues  itr 
coofse  OD  the  ice  as  if  in  search  of  food.  The  Esquimaux  how- 
ler laoves  not  until  the  seal  has  attained  some  distance  from 
the  bole,  when  he  suddenly  darts  upon  him,  and  kills  him 
with  hie  spear.  On  this  occasion  Capt.  Ross  took  with  him  a 
paper  for  the  women  to  form  their  plan  of  the  coast,  but  they 
seemed  all  to  be  alike,  and  at  the  same  time  highly  encouraging 
to  the  fiitufe  prospects  of  the  expedition.  On  their  return  Com- 
mander James  killed  three  grouse,  and  from  the  report  of  the 
natiYea,  it  was  ascertained  that  an  abundance  of  game  was  to 
be  found  higher  up  the  country,  but  that  in  their  present  place,  it 
was  con^aratively  scarce.  An  unfortunate  accident  this  day 
befel  the  launch,  which  got  completely  under  the  ice  and  the 
crew  were  occupied  the  whole  of  the  following  day  in  the 
cxtricatioil  of  it.  About  noon  they  were  visited  by  some  of  the 
Esquimaux,  amongst  whom  were  two  women,  and  Tullooachiu, 
who  had  come  to  make  some  inquiries  about  his  wooden  leg, 
but  although  it  was  not  quite  finished,  he  tried  it  on,  and  ap- 
peared highly  delighted  with  his  new  acquisition. 

The  Esquimaux  women  are  not  the  most  lovely  objects  in 
nature ;  their  features  are  disagreeable,  their  hair  long  and  harsh 
and  exceedingly  black,  their  dress  approaching  very  nearly  to  the 
ridiculous.  The  hood  comes  round  the  fiice,  and  leaves  only  a 
little  of  it  exposed.  The  vest  in  front  &Us  into  a  stomacher 
point,  but  the  most  singular  things  are  the  hoots,  which  come 
up  higher  .than  any  fisherman  s,  and  are  nearly  as  large  round 
as  her  body      The  fur  of  these  and  of  the  garment  between  them 
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Md.  4h»^  <rMl  Mid  <if  Uie  mittms  i«  worn  teiida.  TImm  pMpo«- 
I0COU8  Udy's  booU  are  Btated  to  be  ibo  uoit  oMMiml  pert  of  en 
fisquiiBaUx  womea'e  drew,  forming  their  peoket%  tlnir  teol 
bexee,  and  even  their  proTieion  cupboerde.  When  the  ladttes 
were  detected  in  pilfering  any  thing  on  board  the  Vie- 
tory,  the  pilfcred  artiele  was  sure  to  be  fooad  in  their  boote. 
In  some  respeets  the  female  appears  to  be  niece  etu|dd  and 
ignorant  than  the  male ;  on  coming  on  board  they  looked  rouid, 
.either  with  the  most  stupid  indifference,  or  were  atruokilninb  with 
apBtonishment,  as  they  had  never  seen  a  ship  beforOt  ner  indeed 
Hi  man  besides  their  own  race.  They  were  nothing  toth  to 
receive  whatever  present  were  offered  them,  and  as  the  intmaey 
iocreased  between  them  and  the  ships  crew,  it  was  fMmd  tiurt 
jdieir  ikvours  were  to  be  purchased  at  a  very  dieap  rate,  or  by 
a  very  trifling  present,  but  nevertheless  the  consmt  of  the  hnsband 
was  previously  asked  and  on  the  condition  of  receiving  pait  of 
the  presents,  it  was  ncvw  refused. 

It  is  the  opinion. of  these  Esquimaux^  that  their  race  spnMg 
from  a  female  beneficent  spirit,  and  that  the  other  creatures  of 
the  earth,  and  particularly  their  dogs  are  descended  from  n 
wicked  female  spirit,  who  is  made  aocountaUe  for  all  the  acsei* 
dents,  and  even  the  deaths  which  occur.  There  is  generally  a 
conjuror  or  angckok  amongst  them,  who  pretends  to  possess  an 
almost  unlimited  power  over  this  malignant  spirit,  and  who  in 
cases  of  sickness,  is  called  in  to  exercise  his  dominion  over  the 
spirit,  and  to  compel  him  to  forbear  giving  any  further  aanoyaaee 
to  the  afBicted  person,  and  it  not  uiifrequently  happens  theft 
nature  effects  the  cure,  and  the  merit  is  given  to  the  conjuror. 

The  cold  which  the  crew  now  endured  was  intense  in  the 
highest  degree,  the  thermometer  being  40  degrees  below  nero* 
that  is  72  degrees  below  our  freezing  point.  Capt.  Ross  tried 
the  mercury  to  see  if  it  would  freeze,  and  in  two  hours  it  was  a 
solid  body*  Mercury  ought  to  freeze  at  S8}.  In  this  extremo 
cold  the  temperature  of  the  lower  deck  was  seldom  higher  than 
40,  being  only  8  degrees  above  the  freezing  point,  except  on  those 
days  when  the  oven  was  lighted  fqr  baking,  when  it  rose  fsom 
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'  the  niflrt  «r  the  lith  Am  latmeh  filled  wilfi  whter;  feitt 
die  weedier  «■§  toe  eevere  for  the  erew  to  wetlff  outtkM,  end 
tbeiefim  the  meet  serioitt  appTehenrione  wete  eeterleiiiedv  Aet 
tke  loei  of  Ae  launeh  was  immediable.  NotwHhstavriiifg'  the 
eKireme  cold,  TuHoeeehia  waa  drawn  to  tiM  dbip  hf  attotfa^ 
Emftiimam,  H  beinp  the  ilppomted  daj  on  which  the  wooden 
leff  wae  to  be  finished ;  they  were  Uken  down  into  the  cabin, 
a«d  the  earpenter  brought  the  \eg,  and  fitted  it  to  tiie  stump, 
whan  hm  wmlkod  about  the  cabin  exhibiting'  the  meet  extrataga&t 
jajw  He  was  so  delighted  with  his  new  acquisition^  that  he 
woadd  not  fdlow  the  carpenter  to  take  it  off  again,  but  showed 
te  ^ieatesi  audety  to  reach  home,  in  order  that  his  wife  might 
make  him  a  akin  shoe  to  put  on  the  end  of  the  stump,  to  prevent 
luB  from  slifphig  on  tlie  ice.  Preriously  to  seating  himself  in 
the  sledge,  he  took  off  his  wooden  leg  and  carried  it  tm  his  lap. 
The  weaither  for  some  days  waft  so  severe  that  no  eomniunica-. 
tion  was  had  with  the  natives,  and  the  creW  were  confined  to 
their  usual  operations  on  board.  The  health  of  ihe  Armourer 
wae  evidently  daily  declining,  and  little  hope  was  now  enter- 
tamed  of  his  recovery ;  the*^  weather  had  a  sensible  effect  upon  bis 
disorder;  f^hich  being  asthmatic,  he  could  not  endure  the  incle- 
nency  to  wMdi  he  was  expcsed,  nor  those  sudden  transitions, 
wfaieh  ditiinguish  the  northern  climates,  and  which  are  even 
tiyfaig  to  the  most  robust  constitutions. 

OnSlfttdey  the  ITth  it  blew  a  heavy  gale  during  the  whole  of 
the  day ftem the  N.N.  W., baft  the  weather  moderating  on  the 
IMh,  three  men  a«d  two  boys  came  to  the  ship,  and  ware  taken 
by  Commander  JlAies  inlto  the  cabin,  where  having  made  them 
aoaoe  trillhig  presents,  they  were  induced  to  draw  a  chart  of  the 
neigMioarieg  coasts,  and  it  varied  considerably  from  the  for- 
uMf  oMS,  which  had  been  drawn  by  the  natites,  on  their  first 
eooaing  to  the  ship.     According  to  the  first  charts  that  were 
deawn,  little  doubt  existed  of  a  passage  being  to  be  found ;  but 
•ceCNnHog  to  the  chart  now  drawn,  the  place  in  whSeh'  the  Vic- 
tory^ thmiwu,  wae  nothing  but  a  large  bay,  indented  with  ma^  ' 
ny  snnller  bays  and  bights,  and  a  great  number  of  very  lar^e 
islntids.  .  From  some  information,  noitever,  wMeh  these  Bsqui- 
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txlQPoxfoniiflhedfCoaiiiMLBder  JaniQB  W&8  iiiduced  to  aUach  gcowtef 
fiiith  to  their  r^rt,  than  to  that  which  had  6een  previoualy  giveE^ 
and  yet  it  would  bavo  been  highly  injudioioua.and  premature  t4> 
halte  aoted  upon  the  information  of  anj  of  the  natives,  from  the 
consideration  of  the  great  discrepancy  whidb  existed  in  their 
reports,  although  it  must  have  been  allowed,  that  personal  inte- 
rests eottld  not  have  led  them  to  falsify  their  ii^rmation»*or  to 
have  given  it  designedly  wrong,  merely  for  the  purpose  of  mis* 
bading.  At  all  events,  the  information  which  these  Esquiaiattz 
gave^  was  not  calculated  by  any  means  to  enliven  the  hopes,  of 
the  Commander  of  the  expedition,  or  to  lead  him  to  believe,  that 
he  was  in  the  direct  track  of  becoming  the. discoverer. of  the 
north  west  passage. 

Previously  to  their  leaving  the  ship»  a  present  of  ^an*  empty 
cannister  was  made  to  each  of  them  with  which  tbf^^  -soemed 
highly  pleased,  but  their  manner  of  fitting  on  the  liA  w«k«  chimsy 
and  awkward  in  the  extreme,  and  when  one  of  (hem  8ii»» 
ceeded  in  getting  it  on,  he  shouted  for  joy,  as  if  he  had  accQior 
plished  a  most  wonderful  deed. 

.  On  the  20th,  the  interminable  labour  was  resumed. of  digging 
the  parts  of  the  engine  out  of  the  ice,  and  considering  tbe-almost 
total  worthlessness  of  the  articles  in  reference  to  any  liitujre  use, 
to  which  they  could  be  applied  on  board  the  vessel,  it-ia  perhaps 
saying  not  too  much,  that  it  was  a  labour  to  which  the  oi#n 
should  not  have  been  subjected,  exposed  as  they  wereeontiBii^Uy, 
not  only  to  the  severity  of  the  frost,  but  to  the^  immersion*  of 
their  feet  in  the  water,  which  oocarioned  a  .continual  aiunbiie«B 
in  their  extremities,  highly  injurious  td  their .  health.  .  It  ie 
sometimes  not  an  easy  matter  to  convince  &^n  individoal  of  hie 
error,  notwithstanding  the  circumstances  become  so  multqiUed 
upon  each  other,  that  the  most  positive  proofif  hourly  present 
themselves  to  shew  to  the  individual  that  the  course,  whieh.lie 
is.purquing,  is  the  wrong  one*  Capt.  Ros^,  it  ikiight  haye,beeii 
supposed  had  received  the  most  oonvincii^  'proofs  during  his 
voyage  to  Felix  Harbour,  unless  his  mind  was  of,tlait.marUe 
constitution,  that  scarcely  any  impression  coald  be  made^upoftit, 
that  be  had  committed  a  most,  egregious  bkmder.iQtffiwgA 
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steum  engine  to  bis  tessel,  unless  he  could,  by  his  ingenmiy- 
have  converted  an  iceberg*  into  such  a  combustible  substance 
as  to  supplj^  the  deficiency  of  coak,  or  that  a  floe  could  be  made 
to  yield  to  the  propelling  power  of  the  paddles,  with  the  same 
ihcility,  as  the  waters  of  the  Thameis  at  Richmond.  When 
therefore  we  find  the  health  of  the  crew  actually  endangered,  in' 
attempting  to  regain  possession  of  such  a  mass  of  lumber^  which 
certainly  entitled  Capt.  Ross  to  have  the  inscription  of  "  Dealei 
in  Marine  Stores/'  painted  on  the  stern  of  his  vespel,  we  cannot 
but  consider  it  ai  one  of  tfaeee  preposterous  acts^  which  even  a 
wise  man  wiH  sometimes  commit,  in  order  to  shew  to  the  world 
that  in  some  things,  he  is  as  great  a  fool  as  some  others  of  his 
fellow  creatures* 

Capt.  Ross  was.  at  this  time  taken  ilU  but  his  indisposition 
was  not  of  long  duration.    The  severity  of  the  season  had  pre- 
vented the  officers  from  pursuing  their  sports  on  land,  but  on  the 
Wtb,  Commander  James  went  on  ati  excursion  into  the  country, 
and  shot  one  grouse,  sevi^ral  others  were  seen,  but  the  sportsmen' 
could  not  get  within  shot  of  them.    The  party  visited  the  huts  of 
the  EsquinmuQt,  but  very  few  of  them  were  there,  as  they  were 
employed  in  sealing,  having  caught  from  17  to  20  in  two  days. 
At  a  quarter  past  twelve  on  the  20th,  the  first  glimpse  of  the  sun 
was  obtained  after  an  absence  of  fifty -two  days,  and  the  hearts  of 
the  crew  became  exhilirated,  as  their  long  dreary  night   was 
drawing  to  a  close,  and  the  period  fast  approaching  when  they 
were  to  be  emancipated  from  their  icy  imprisonment,  and  once 
more  hoist  their  sails  in  the  prosecution  of  their  adventurous  en- 
terprise.   The  feelings  which  animated  the  breasts  of  the  whole 
crew  of  the  Victory,  on  the  return  of  the  sun,  can  only  be  appre- 
ciated by  those,  who,  sufiering  under  a  great  and  heavy  depri- 
vation, behold  themselves  on  a  sudden  emancipated  from  the 
weight  of  it,  and  a  bright  and  animating  prospect  opening  itself 
before  them.    To  the  aspiring  and  ambitious  mind,  the  view  of 
the  object,  which  was  to  light  him  to  his  deeds  of  fame  and 
noble  enterprise,  was  hailed  with  sill  the  fervour  natural  to  the 
enthusiast,  whose  whole  soul  is  absorbed  in  the  accomplishment 
of  some  great  and  noble  purpose,  and  who  feels  his  energies 
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ftdranee  in  strength  and  power  in  proporjtion  as  he  stttmouiiVi  lihm 
oostacles,  which  present  themselves  to  bis  success.  That,  tbifro 
were  some  ambitious  souls  on  board  the  Victory,  who  were  not 
led  solelfbja  love  of  lucre,  to  engage  in  the  perilous  enterprise, 
cannot  for  a  moment  be  considered  as  a  matter  of  doubt,  and  it 
may  be  said 

Tliey  I1ST6  Mt 
A  prMeooe  that  distarbs  tfaem  with  llw  joy 
•Of  ekrated  ^boii|fhto  1  a  ieasa  svblittt    . 
Of  somelhiog  hi  moif  dcsplf  iatcrlst*(L 
Wliose  dwelling  is  tht  light  of  jetting  loat. 
And  the  ronnd  ocean,  and  the  living  air. 
And  the  bine  tky,  and  ift  the  mind  of  ttuttt 
.A  motioni  and  a  spirit  thftt  impele 
All  dunking  things,  all  objeete  of  nil  thmglit. 
And  rolU  through  all  duage». 

Determined  however  as  the  commander  of  the  e:ipedition 
might  be  to  prosecute  his  voyage  as  soon  as  the  weather  would 
permit^  yet  the  general  expectation  of  success  was  considerably 
diminished,  by  the  reports  which  the  Esquimaux  gave  them  at 
different  tiines  of  the  adjacent  coasts,  and  particularly  of  the 
existence  of  an  open  sea  to  the  westward.  Respecting  the  latter 
Ae  opinion  of  the  natives  appeared  to  be  unanimous  that  no  open, 
sea  whatever  existed,  and  that  far  to  the  westward  it  was  nothing 
but  a  kind  of  archipelago,  or  cluster  of  islands,  between  which 
the  navigation  would  be  attended  with  great  difficulty  and  danger. 
One  morning  however  they  were  surprised  by  a  visit  from 
Tullooachiu,  who  had  broken  his  wooden  leg,  bringing  with 
him  a  native  far  advanced  in  years,  and  who  was  represented  to 
be  better  acquainted  with  the  adjacent  coasts,  than  any  other  of 
the  natives,  who  had  visited  the  ship.  There  was  however  some- 
thing in  the  manner  of  this  new  informant,  which  struck  the 
officers  very  forcibly}  as  differing  considerably  from  the  frankness 
and  simplicity  which  characterized  the  other  natives,  for  he 
gave  them  to  understand  that  he  would  not  give  them  the  re- 
quired information  nntil  an  adequate  present  had  been  made 
him.    This  circumstance  excited  some  suspicion  in  the  breasts 
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of  itie  officers,  that  his  design  was  to  impose  upon  them»  and 
TuUooachiu  was  strictly  examined  as  to  the  superior  knowledge 
which  his  companion  was  supposed  to  possess  respecting  tb« 
state  of  the  pea  to  the  westward,  and  how  it  had  come  to  pass 
that  he  should  be  the  only  person  of  their  tribe,  who  was  able 
to  give  an  accurate  report  of  the  adjacent  coasts.  TuUooachiu 
ga? e  a  confused  and  bhmdering  account  of  the  manner  in  which 
the  knowledge  wm$  obtained,  but  ui  one  vespect  he  said  he 
could  be  borne  out  by  tbe  whole  of  the  tribe,  that  his  companion 
was  known  to  he  the  most  bold  and  persevering  hunter  amongst 
them,  and  that  he  had  penetrated  in  his  hunting  excursions  fur- 
ther westward  than  any  of  them.  This  was  in  some  respects  a 
very  plausible  accouol.of  the  souarce  from  whieb  the  greater  know- 
ledge had.'hsMr  ebtained,  aad  Gommandef  Ross  determined  to 
try  the  experiment  of  purchasing  the  information  from  this  inte- 
rested native*  and  accordingly  made  him  a  present  of  two  canis- 
ters and  It  fish-hook ;  but  it  was  at  once  evident  that  the  cunning 
savage  did  not  consider  the  presents  to  be  in  any  degree  eij^ujiva- 
lent  to  the  information  which  he  had  to  give,  and  seeing, a 
telescope  of  Capt.  Ross'  lying  on  a  table  at  the  further  end 
of  the  cabin,  he  very  deliberately  walked  towards  tJbe.  tftble^ 
took  possession  of  the  instrument,  and  with  the  grea^st  j^a^xg- 
froid  proceeded  to  deposit  it  in  his  pouch.  He  was  however  soon 
constrained  to  restore  the  property  to  its  rightful  ewner^  but 
it  excited  his  indignation  to  that  degree^  that  he  left  the 
cabin  in  high  dudgeon,  and  soon  aftor  took  his  departure  from 
the  ship,  using  the  most  violent  gestures  towards  Tullooachiii, 
and  apparently  rebuking  him  in  the  niest  opprobueus  terms. 
It  was  subsequently  discovered  thut  the  opinion  which  the  officers 
had  formed  respecting  this  m^ipi  were  founded  in  truth,  and  that 
he  was  one  of  the  greatest  cheats  and  impostors  amongst  the 
tribe. 

It  mu^  however,  be  reqiarked  that  fraud  and  in^position  had 
been  a  part  of  the  education  of  this  man.  Tlie  Angekok  or  con- 
juror o(  the  tribe  was  an  infirm  personage^  not  exactly,  grown 
grey,  )iut^rown  very  old  in  practising  nQ,QX\  t)ie  crednUty  and 
Ignorance  of  his  tribe,  and  as  his  decease  was  an  event  not  far 
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distant^  the  native  above  alluded  to  was  the  candidate  for  the 
high  and  important  office,  the  chief  and  principal  qualification 
of  which  consisted  in  the  superiority  of  his  tact  for  imposition 
and  deception.     The  Esquimaux  entertain  a  belief  in  certain  spi- 
rits or  superior  beings,  and  this  Angekok  or  conjuror  is  supposed 
to  have  those  spirits  under  his  controul,  and  that  he  is  enabled 
to  descend  to  the  regions  where  they  hold  their  dominion,  and 
there  to  force  them  to  rdinquish  any  evil  designs,  which  they 
may  have  in  contemplation  against  any  of  his  tribe.     The  pro- 
ceedings of  these  Angekoks  are  all  carried  on  in  the  dark/  and 
during  their  incantations,  they  are  generally  accompanied  by 
their  Torngak,  or  familiar  spirit,  who  being  as  deeply  skilled  in 
imposition  as  his  master,  acts  as  his  assistant  during  the  per- 
formance of  the  farcical  ceremony,  and  who  also  pretends  to  have 
some  acquaintance  with  the  powers  below,  though  not  possessing 
that  direct  controul  which  peculiarly  belongs  to  the  Angekok* 
In  some  instances,  the  conjuror  is  attended  by  his  wife,  who  has 
been  properly  initiated  in  all  the  mysteries  of  his  profession,  and 
who  assists  her  conscientious  husband  most  conjugally  and  zea- 
lously, in  the  performance  of  the  necessary  rites.     When  the 
assistance  of  the  Angekok  is  required,  which  is  particularly  the 
case  when  there  is  a  scarcity  of  seals  or  sea  unicorns  in  the  seas, 
as  it  is  supposed  that  they  are  kept  away  by  the  malignant  in« 
fluence  of  the  demoniac  spirits,  he  is  sent  for  to  the  hut  of  the 
oldest  native,  in  order  that  he  may  be  prevailed  upon  to  take  a 
journey  to  the  lower  realms,  in  order  to  force  the  malignant  spi* 
rits  to  forego  their  hold  over  the  animals,  and  to  give  them  free 
liberty  to  visit  their  former  haunts,  and  thereby  obviate  all  fear 
of  an  approaching  famine.     It  is  supposed  by  the  natives  that  a 
particular  genius,  very  evil  minded  and  ill  disposed,  takes  the 
animals  at  times  under  his  especial  protection,  and  instructs 
them  in  the  various  devices  and  stratagems  which  are  employed 
on  earth  for  their  caption,  and  therefore  it  is  most  natural  to 
suppose  that  the  animals  will  cautiously  avoid  those  places, 
where  such  stratagems  are  put  in  force  against  their  life.       It 
is  therefore  very  proper  that  the  Angekok  should  put  an  end  to 
these  mallQious  proceedings  on  the  part  of  the  evil  genius,  and 
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tlris  according  to  thoir  opinion,  cannot  be  effected  by  any  other 
means  than  hy  a  personal  visit  to  his  submarine  dwelling,  and 
threatening  him  with  instant  chastisement,  unless  he  reforms  bis 
conduct.  This  the  Angekok  undertakes  to  perform,  and  the 
ceremony  begins  with  his  stripping  himself  naked  and  extend- 
ing himself  on  the  ground,  when  he  is  immediately  covered 
with  a  large  mat,  and  every  glimpse  of  light  is  excluded.  He 
then  utters  some  strange  incantations  consisting  of  sounds  hardly 
articulate,  and  to  which  perhaps  it  would  be  impossible  to  attach 
the  slightest  meaning.  He  now  modulates  his  voice  as  to  leave  his 
dupes  to  bel  ieve  that  he  is  descending  to  the  lower  regions,  and  his 
voice  gradually  dies  away,  as  if  he  were  by  degrees  getting  lower 
until  the  sound  of  his  voice  is  lost  altogether.  The  credulous  crea- 
tures now  sit  in  solemn  silence,  in  all  the  intensity  of  anxious  ex- 
pectation, not  a  sound  is  heard  among  them,  even  the  respiration 
of  their  breath  is  stifled  as  much  as  possible,  in  order  that  the 
first  sound  of  the  returning  Angekok  may  be  heard,  which  is 
annoanced  by  a  slow  murmur,  gradually  increasing  in  strength^ 
until  the  appearance  of  the  Angekok  may  be  momentarily  ex- 
pected. This  farce  lasts  about  twenty-five  minutes,  and  some- 
times it  has  been  known  to  extend  to  an  hour,  but  then  it  is  only 
when  the  evil  genius  has  offered  great  resistance,  and  that  the 
exertions  of  the  Angekok  have  been  put  to  the  utmost  stretch  to 
overcome  him.  The  moment  of  his  arrival  is  made  known  bv  % 
private  signal  to  his  Tomgak  or  his  wife,  who  proceeds  imme- 
diately to  admit  the  light  by  degrees,  until  on  a  sudden  the 
Angekok  emerges  from  under  the  mat,  and  the  whole  assembly* 
rise,  uttering  the  most  discordant  shouts  and  by  their  gestures 
exhibiting  the  most  frantic  joy. 

One  indisputable  proof  of  his  converse  with  the  spirits  below, 
are  some  9trips  of  fur,  which  have  been  fastened  on  his  fur  coat, 
by  one  of  the  spirits,  which  the  natives  can  satisfactorily  vouch, 
were  not  attached  to  his  coat  previously  to  his  descebti  but 
-which  have  been  artfully  attached  to  it,  during  his  temporary. 
absence^  by  his  wife  or  his  Torngak.  He  then  proceeds' to 
describe  the  result  of  his 'mission,  and  of  course,  he  is  always 
vicioriou?.    He  describes  his  battle  w^ith  the  evil  genius  hs  trtily 
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terrific,  and  be  fenerally  produces  a  bloodjr  knife  or  loaMr  <Miier 
e^pially  cogent  tetUmony  of  his  astonidiing  prowess,  and  of  the 
▼engeance  which  he  has  inflicted  upon  the  recreant  spirit.  In 
order  to  release  the  bean  from  her  controol,  he  found  it  neca^^ 
sary  to  cut  off  the  lower  joints  of  her  four  fingers,  on  which  th^ 
bears-  ioounediateiy  made  their  escape,  and  hastened  to  thsh 
natal  haunts*  on  earth.  For  the  purpose  of  liberating  the  seak^ 
it  wae  deemed  requisite  to  cut  off  the  second  joints;  the  ssa 
unicorns  were  to-be  liberated  from  their  thraldom  by  the  excision 
of  the  iipper  joints ;  and  by  the  amputation  of  the  whole  hand,  the 
whales  obtained  permission  to  revisit  the  enyiable  shores  of  the 
Esquimaux.  Of  course  it  sometimes  happens  that  notwithstand- 
ing these  Talorous  exploits,  the  animals  do  not  make  their  tii* 
pected  appearance,  but  a  cheat,  who  can  impose  upon  his 
countrymen  with  such  fables  and  absurdities,  is  soon  able  to 
invent  others  of  a  still  more  monstrous  nature,  in  order  to  account 
for  the  failure  of  any  of  his  exploits,  and  the  greater  the  absurd* 
ity,  the  greater  is  the  belief,  which  is  attached  to  it. 

The  crew  of  the  Victory  were  now  doomed  to  lose  one  of  their 
most  efficient  members,  in  the  person  of  Mr.  James  Marslin, 
the  armourer,  who  had  been  long  indisposed  with  an  asthmatic 
complaint,  which  of  all  others  was  less  able  to  withstand  the 
inclemency  of  an  arctic  winter.  He  died  on  the  20th  January, 
at  half  past  nine,  without  a  strain  or  struggle.  For  a  few  nights 
previous  to  his  death  he  had  enjoyed  some  repose,  and  by  the  admi- 
nistration of  the  proper  cordials,  his  life  may  be  said  to  have  been 
prolonged,  but  no  hope  of  his  ultimate  recovery  was  entertained 
either  by  his  medical  attendant  or  any  of  the  crew«  He  made 
his  will,  which  was  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Light  the  steward ;  hvi 
sister  Mary  Smith,  and  her  youngest  son  succeeding  to  the  whole 
of  his  property.  On  the  foltowing  day  two  of  the  crew  were 
employed  in  sewing  up  his  corpse,  whilst  others  went  on  Acre 
to  dig  his  grave.  This  was  however  found  to  be  a  task  of  no 
littl*  liffioulty,as  with  the  utmost  exertion  of  the  crew,  they  could 
make  very  little  impfessioB  on  the  ground  on  account  of  its  ex- 
treme hardness  from  the  intensity  of  the  frost. 

The  ship  was  visited  on  the  same  day  by  six  of  the  EM]iinnaux, 
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tomfd  lilMwrhad  Mv«t  been  on  board  h^tofk.  They  Were  taken 
intdtbe  cdiin,^hercr  they  appelated  literally  petrified  with  wonder. ' 
TlMy  sterad  dbool  them  with  all  the  vacaney  of  an  idioi>and  {heir 
ejMwmde^edfromone  object  to  aYioth6r,but  when  they  saw  their 
own  %iiref>  in  the  looking  glass,  they  uttered  the  most  extraordi- 
Miy  eocprestioiit  of  excestive  j(9y  and  arfonishment.  One  of  them 
stepped  eaetknBly  behind  the  glass/ expecting  to  find  the  object 
wUoh  it  represented,  bat  being  disappointed,  he  shook  his  head, 
and  advft&eiog  forward  took  another  glance  at  his  reflected  figure, 
and  then  b«rst  out  into  aii  extravagant  fit  of  langhter.  ll^heir 
height  was  taken,  the  tallest  ^m  found  to  be  five  feet  five  inches, 
and  the  ahorteet  five  feet  one  inch.  The  average  height  of  the 
EsquioMOX,  may  be  considered  to  be  abont  5  feet  6  inches;  the 
Women  are  in  geflerad  shorter  than  the  men,  and  more  inclining 
to  dbeAiy. 

TheEeqiimttQxhad  searcely  left  tbe^  ship,  when  the  crew  were 
exlalifated  by  the  appearance  of  the  Mxn,  his  upper  limb  rising 
beautifully  on.  th^  borixon,  and  shining  foi^  tlie  period  of  twenty 
ndantea  with  all  his  lustre.  Beautilnlty  applicable  vTere  then 
tbe  w<^ds  of  the  poet : 

Thou  art  O  God,  the  life  and  light 

Of  all  this  glorious  world  we  see; 
tte  gflow  by  da  j,  its  smile  by  nf£fh% 

Are  bat  relleetiom  caught  from  thee, 
Where'er  ws  torn  thy-  glories  sfaiiie. 
And  all  tlungs  bright  and  fair  are  thine. 

When  day  wltli  farewell  beam  delays, 

Attioagthe  opening  clouds  of  even. 
Aid  we  can  sfanost  think  we  gate 

Through  golden  Tisla^s  into  hesTen  t 
So  soft,  so  radiant.  Lord!  are  thine. 

When  night,  with  wtogs  of  starry  gleoAp 

Overshadows  aU  tl^  earti»  and  alte» 
Like  some  bright,  beauteous  btid,  wh^ee 

So  sparkling  with  unnumbered  eyes ; 
That  sacred  gloom,  those  fires  divine, 
•    «•  grandt  so  countless, Lord!  are  thlna. 
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With  the  appearance  of  the  nwkf  the  weather  assumed  an  ex* 
iraordiqary-  degree  of  mildnesB,  the  wind  blowing  from  th^  south 
west,  and  the  crew  took  the  advantage  of  it  to  spread  some  gravel 
on  the  ice,  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  walk  from  the  vessel  to 
the  land.  This  labour  was  however  in  many  respects  rendered 
fruitless,  for  the  irruption  of  the  water  was  sometimes  so  sudden 
as  totally  to  cover  the  gravel,  which  under  those  drcumstanees 
might  be  considered  as  wholly  lost. 

A  considerable  number  of  Esquimaux  visited  the  ship  on  Ibe 
fSLnd,  and  they  were  all  taken  into  the  cabin,  but  some  of  them 
evincing  a  strong  disposition  to  pilfer  whatever  they  could  slily 
lay  their  hands  upon,  Capt.  Rosa  expressed  hb  determination 
that  none  should  be  admitted  into  the  cabin  but  under  particular 
oircqpiitances,  and  then  not  in  a  body,  and  never  more  than  three* 
at  ft  time ;  for  it  waes  found  impossible  to  keep  such  a  vigikvt 
eyCiipon  them  as  to  prevent  some  of  the  things  from  being  car- 
ried away*  Some  of  these  natives  were  as  tall  as  6  feet  9  inches, 
while  others  were  aa  diminutive  as  4  faet  9  indies.  The  oldest 
of  them  was  4i,  the  youngest  28« 

On  the29rd,  a  most  beautifiil  exhibition  o^  the  Aurora  display- 
ed itself,  which  was  not  confined  to  one  part  of  the  horison,  but 
appeared  in  vivid  coruscations  in  every  quarter  of  it,  being 
equally  as  bright  in  the  south  as  in  the  north,  and  throwing  a 
light  on  every  object  almost  equal  to  the  rays  of  the  san. 

The  24th  being  Sunday,  was  the  day  appointed  for  the  burial 
of  the  armourer,  and  the  crew  were  called  to  breakfiut  at  half- 
past  seven,  in  order  that  the  ceremony  might  be  performed 
before  the  Esquimaux  came  on  board,  and  previously  to  the 
regular  services  of  the  day.  At  half-past  nine  the  whole  of  the 
crew  were  mustered,  and  part  of  the  burial  service  was  read ; 
at  ten  the  corpse  was  carried,  attended  by  the  whole  of  the  crew 
to  the  grave,  and  although  none  of  the  gorgeous  and  emblazoned 
trappings  which  wave  over  the  putrid  remains  of  the  noble  and  the 
rich,  distinguished  this  bumbleprocession  of  the  funeral  of  a  British 
sailor;  although  no  undertaker;  that  sickening  compoimd  of  exterior 
grief  and  inward  joy,  strutted  slowlyand  stately  before  the  corpse, 
calculating  the  amount  of  his  gains,  and  the  best  possible  means 
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of  enhftachi^  tkem  aecof  ding  to  the  station  which  the  deceased 
held  in  life— although  no  funeral  bell  sounded  from  a  neighbour- 
iBg  churchy  proclaiming  what  is  pompously  called,  to  the  world, 
which  includes  the  circumference  of  quarter  of  a  mile,  that  death 
has  made  room  for  another  of  his  victims  on  the  the  earth — 
althoiigb  no  surpHced  priest  stood  bare-headed  on  the  brink  of 
the  grave,  muttering  from  a  book  the  words,  which  he  has 
known  from  bis  infancy  by  heart — although  the  earth  in  which 
the  corpse  was  to  be  placed,  had  not  been  consecrated  by  some 
kwn-sleeved  mitered  dignitary  of  the  church — ^yet  in  default  of 
all  these  supposed  necessary  and  indis^leifsable  ceremonials, 
which  accompany  the  interment  of  the  individual,  who  dies  in 
the  dim  and  gloomy  curtained  chamber,  not  less  fervent  were 
the  prayers;  not  less  acceptable  in  the  eyes  of  heaven  were  the 
mde  and  simple  forms,  which  marked  the  interment  of  the  sea- 
man of  the  Victory  on  a  desolate  shore,  which  might  never 
i^in  be  visited  by  those,  who  placed  him  there,  or  by  one  who 
^K>ke  the  language  of  his  father-land,  and  where  he  might  sleep 
in  his  rugged  gra>e,  in  a  region  of  desolation  and  unbroken 
alenee,  as  soundly  as  those,  who  lie  mduldering  in  the  sculp- 
tured mausoleum,  or  in  a  royal  chamel  house. 

Arranged  round  the  grave,  which  was  only  2}  feet  deep,  the 
crew  beheld  the  partner  of  their  toils  laid  in  his  last  resting 
place — ^no  coffin  enclosed  his  remains— *no  gilt  escutcheon  told 
his  name  and  age,  his  hammock  was  his  shroud,  his  pillow  a  . 
piece  of  granite ;  the  latter  part  of  the  funeral  service  was  read. 
the  grave  was  filled  up  with  coarse  gravel,  and  as  the  crew 
tetraced  their  steps  to  the  vessel,  they  might  say 

There  is  a  low  and  lonely  place  of  rest 

Upon  whose  conch  the  worn  and  wearied  frame. 

Reposes  in  forget falness—and  there 

The  streaming  eye  of  misery  is  closed 

In  tweet  and  dreamless  slnmber;  on  that  hed 

The  painfal  beatings  of  the  hreaking  hearty 

Are  hoshed  to  stillness;  and  the  harrowing  puig* 

Of  hopeless  agony,  are  felt  no  more ; 

Around  that  silent  dwelling  place^  the  Fell 
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Of  fliLrknest  cqrtains  closely ;  not  a  sigh 
Nor  lightest  whisperiog*  of  the  summer  wind 
Steals  on  the  breathless  and  eternal  calm. 
Which  o*er  that  region  spreads  its  canopy. 

On  the  return  of  the  crew,  to  the  ship,  divine  service  was  per- 
formed, which  was  scarcely  finished  before  a  group  of  Esqui- 
maux were  seen  advancing  towards  the  ship,  amongst  whom 
was  Tullooachiu  on  his  wooden  leg,  and  who  appeared  to  be  so 
perfectly  at  home  with  his  new  acquisition,  that  he  at  times  got 
the  start  of  his  companions ;  and  although  the  road  which  he 
had  to  travel  on,  had  not  had  the  advantage  of  Mr.  Mc.  Adam's 
genius,  yet  in  despite  of  all  its  ruggedness,  and  its  slippery 
nature,  the  wooden  leg  bore  him  stoutly  on,  and  he  seemed  to 
pride  himself  on  the  skill  with  which  he  managed  it.     The 
principal  motive  of  the  visit  of  the  Esquimaux  was  to  dispose 
of  ^ome  of  their  dresses,  which  were  obtained  by  some  of  the 
crew  for  a  very  trifling  equivalent.     A  complete  suit,  and  two 
pair  of  shoes  were  obtained  for  an  old  rusty  knife  and  a  fish- 
hook,   but  so  determined   was  Capt.   Ross  to  monopolize    to 
himself  the  commerce  of  the  Esquimaux,   that  he  issued  tlie 
most  peremptory  orders  that  none  of  the  crew  should  purchase 
any  of  the  articles,  although  in  many  respects  some  of  them 
m\ght  have   been   highly   serviceable   to  them,    in  protecting 
thorn  from  the  inclemency  of  the  weather.    It  is  impossible  to 
divine  the  motive  of  Capt.  Ross  for  having  recourse  to  this  strict 
prohibition,  nor  could  it  be  even  guessed  at  by  any  of  the  crew ; 
as  articles  of  trade  on  their  return  to  England,  they  were  com- 
paratively speaking  of  no  value  whatever,  and  as  mere  specimens 
of  savage  ingenuity,  it  required  not  three  or  four  large  tubs  full, 
Jo  establish  and  confirm  the  axiom,  that  necessity  is  the  parent 
of  industry.     A   certain   writer  has  said,   De  ffustibus  non  est 
dispuianduntf  which  has  been  translated  for  us  by  one  of  the  Eton 
scholars,  into,  ''there  is  no  disputing  about  Capt.  Ross'  hobby 
horses,"' although  some  of  them  it  nfDstrbe  owned  liave  treated  him 
rather  scurvily,  kicking,  CLud  rearing,  and  plunging,  and  starting, 
and  laying  him  at  last  almost  over  head  and  ears  in  a  quagmire, 
to  be  pelted  at  by  every  one  who  took  a  fancy  to  the  sport. 
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In  his  first  voyage,  his  greatest  solidtude,  appeared  tc  oe  to 
obtain  possession  of  a  number  of  pieces  of  iron  ore ;  no  matter 
how  poor  in  the  precious  metal,  or  diminutive  in  si2e  ;  when 
had  he  consulted  his  common  sense,  it  would  have  told  him, 
that  three  or  four  specimens  would  have  been  all-sufficient  to 
convince  every  member  of  the  geological  society  that  he  knew, 
difference  between  lead  and  iron,  and  that  he  had  thereby 
opened  a  new  field  for  the  exertions  of  the  Emigration  Coin- 
mittee  by  despatching  a  cargo  of  the  surplus  population  of 
England,  to  work  the  iron  mines  of  Lancaster  Sound.  A  single 
specimen  would  have  been  sufficient  to  stifle  the  invidious  sneers 
of  certain  individuals,  who 

^'HatiDg  the  iiierit«  which  they  cannot  reach*' 

pretended  in  the  plenitude  of  their  sagacity,  to  draw  a  parallel 
between  the  gold  ore  which  Capt.  Frobisher  brought  home  firoiii 
nearly  the  same  country,  to  dazzle  and  bewilder  the  eyes  of 
queen  Elizabeth,  and  her  suppliant  courtiers,  and  the  iron  ore 
which  was  brought  home  by  Capt.  Ross,  for  the  meritorious 
purpose  of  proving  to  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty,  that  he  had 
discovered  something,  although,  it  was  not  exactly  the  object 
for  which  they  had  sent  him  out,  as  well  as  to  convince  the 
good  people  of  England,  that  he  was  not  deficient  in  gratitude*; 
as  in  return  for  the  gold  which  they  had  so  generously  bestowed 
upon  him,  he  had  brought  them  some  iron,  and  having  formally 
taken  possession  of  the  country  in  which  it  abounded,  in  the 
name  of  the  king  of  England,  he  had  conferred  no  little  boon 
upon  his  country,  in  attaching  so  valuable  an  appendage  to  the 
British  crown. 

In  his  last  voyage,  the  giillant  captain  mounted  a  different 
kind  of  holiby  horse,  but  which  in  its  nature  and  properties  was 
rather  more  extraordinaiV^jBLn  that  which  he  had  ridden  so 
nnmerc](ully  in  his  first  voyA^e.  His  first  hobby  horse  was,  al- 
though remotely,  not  wholly  divested  of  utility,  iFdr'althougli  li* 
might  not  have  succeeded  by  his  eloquential  powers  in  persuad- 
ing some  bold  speculator  to  purchase  a  steam  engine,  for  the 
pnrPDPO  of  x^'orkinff  the  iron  trinoR,  wl.ifb  lio  liarWljjirovcrb'l, 
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yot  the  meiit  of  the  discovery  was  not  a  tittle  the  less,  for  how 
was  he  to  be  held  accountable  for  the  gross  stupidity  of  other 
people,  who,  although  he  had  so  clearly  and  perspicuously 
pointed  out  the  road  to  them,  by  which  inexhaustible  riohes 
oonld  be  obtained,  were  yet  so  absolutely  blind  to  their  own 
interest,  as  not  only  to  reject  the  golden  opportunity,  but  to 
treat  his  discovery  with  derision  and  contempt. 

It  is  however  a  very  rare  discovery  to  meet  with  a  great  genius 
who  is  not  also  in  many  respects  a  great  fool,  and  this  is  said 
from  the  purest  spirit  of  charity  to  Capt.  Ross,  for  the  laudable 
purpose  of  putting  the  best  possible  construction  upon  any  act 
which  he  might  commit^  and  which  if  measured  by  the  regular 
standard  of  human  action,  might  carry  with  it  the  stamp  of  ex* 
treme  folly.  His  claim  to  the  possession  of  extraordinary  genius 
has  been  established  in  many  instances  throughout  the  present 
work,  and  no  one  who  is  the  least  acquainted  with  the  results  of 
his  first  voyage,  will  expose  their  own  folly  so  much  as  to  dis* 
pute  his  claim  to  be  ranked  amongst  the  most  eminent  of  Britains 
sons,  in  the  extent  of  his  maritime  discoveries.  Still  however 
it  would  be  a  difficult  task  to  discover  in  what  particular,  whether 
in  the  aggregate  or  the  detail,  his  genius  displayed  itself  in  the 
ooUeetion  of  a  vast  number  of  Esquimaux  dresses,  and  other 
articles  of  the  manufacture  of  the  country,  which  in  his  own 
could  not  be  attended  with  any  advantage  or  utility,  unless  he 
bad  in  his  own  mind  a  remote  intention  of  establishing  an  em* 
poriRun  in  Monmouth  Street,  where  the  frequenters  of  masquerades 
and  fancy  balls ;  the  captains  of  the  Greenland  ships  and  all  future 
voyagers  to  the  Arctic  seas,  might  supply  themselves  at  once  with 
the  choicest  articles  manuSe^ctured  in  the  Esquimaux  country,  and 
where  they  could  depend  upon  them  being  genuine,  as  imported* 
Let  it  not  however  be  supposed  that  Capt.  Ross  stands  singly  in 
the  world,  in  the  collection  of  an  almost  indefinite  number  of 
useless  articles,  for  he  is  able  to  appeal  to  the  acts  of  some  of 
the  gieatest  men  who  have  ever  adornALthis  or  any  other  country, 
as  an  example  and  excuse,  for  his  predilection  for  the  jackets* 
trowsers  and  boots  of  the  Esquimaux  ladies.  Philip  the  second 
of  Spam  was  a  collector  of  clocks  and  watches ;  Sir  Isaac  Newton 
of  tohncr^o  pipes;    George   ths  fourth,  of  great  and^irtuov 
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memory,  of  pictures  with  brass  pans  and  kettles  in  them. 
Alexander  the  First  of  Russia,  was  m  great  collector  of  aiURials 
homs,  snd  althoug'h  he  knew  them  to  be  very  abundant^  he  hever 
could  procure  a  human  one — the  present  princess  of  Hesse  Hens* 
burg,  the  immaculate  daughter  of  George  III.,  brought  her  hus- 
band as  a  part  of  her  dowry  the  most  unique  collection  of  teapots, 
which  ever  adorned  a  royal  mansion ;  and  Diok  Snet»  the  aeter^ 
considered  himself  the  richest  man  in  Europe,  in  th»  collection 
of  his  wigs.  If  therefore  the  genius  of  a  man  is  to  be  estimattid 
according  to  the  intrinsic  value  of  the  article  for  which  be  exbt-» 
bits  a  particular  partiality,  it  will  be  allowed  that  Capt«  Robs 
can  jusftly  rank  himself  above  royalty,  at  the  same  tune  that  be 
can  be  indisputably  classed  with  the  last  mentioned  personage 
in  getting  up  as  good  a  fitree,  as  ever  the  enlightened  but  ciedu* 
Ions  people  of  England  were  called  upon  to  witness. 

On.  the  26th,  the  Escpiimaux  came  to  the  ship,  but  they  were 
not  allowed  to  come  on  board,  and  the  crew  were  strictly  pro* 
hibited  from  purchasing  any  of  their  articles ;  with  the  exeeption 
ef  a  bow  and  arrow,  the  whole  were  purchased  by  CApt.  Ross; 
but  on  the  feUowiog  day  they  returned  to  the  ship,  and  the  offi- 
ears  being  on  sliore,  some  of  the  crew  took  the  advantage  of  their 
absence,  and  purchased  all  the  articles  which  they  had  brought 
with  tfaem. 

On  the  27th,  the  wind  blew  almost  a  hurricane  from  the 
N.N.W.;  accompanied  with  such  heavy  drifts  of  snow,  that  the 
eye  eoald  not  discover  any  objects  at  the  distance  of  50  yards. 
Jntbe  midst  however  of  this  inclement  weather,  the  Esquimaux 
f iiau  to  the  ship,  accompanied  by.  their  wives  and  dogs,  but 
notwithstanding  their  urgent  entreaties,  they  were  not  allowed 
to  cotne  on  board.  It  was  a  matter  of  great  surprise  to  the  crew, 
to  observe  the  manner  in  which  the  Esquimaux  found  their  way 
bade  to  their  huts,  when  from  the  state  of  the  weathet  it  was 
not  poasiUe  to  see  fifty  yards  before  them,  even  the  marks  of  their 
•lepe  in  the  snow,  had  during  their  stay  at  the  dup,  been  com* 
pletely  obliterated,  and  there  was  not  a  single  object  which 
could  indicate  to  them  the  track  by  which  they  had  come.  The 
appearance  of  the  Esquimaux  in  this  snow  stoim  was  romantic 
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aud  gtotasque  iv  the  «xtreaie ;  olad  in  their  dairk  Tc^tkHeiihi/th^y' 
apfMmred  in  the  midrtt  of  the  white  drifts  of  bdow,  like  eo  many 
moving'  shadows  gHdm^  away  into  incorporality,  and  gtadually 
vahislmi^like  ee  maay  spectres  of  the  heath  into  airy  nothin^ess. 
It  waa<Merv«d  thiatt the  Bsquimaax always  kept  their  dogs  in 
thelimit,  urging  diem  on  at  times  by  the  orack  of  their  whips, 
and  it;  wM  then  oonjeetured  that  it  was  by  the  sceirt  of  tfabcis 
animais,  tlM  the  natives  were  able  to  find  their  way  bktk  to  - 
th^ir^hota.  It  must  have  been  by  some  power  of  this  kind,  that 
they  wave  «aabled  on- this*  occasion  to  retraiser  their  cottr«e^  fcr 
ttO'one  bat  an  EicpiimaUx  eouid  have  endured  ^the  peltin]^  of  the 
pitHeie  aiorm.""  or  would  have  dared  to  face  its  terrors,  with  the 
chMdi^  of  ahnost' inevitable  destruction  appearing  on  every  side. 
Tbe:siLga»itylKywever  of  the  savage  tribes,  is  well  known  in  drs. 
covering  their  route  t6  particular  points,  through  woods  where 
htunair  ftotttef  never  tr^  before,  and  it  is  effected  by  a  close 
atlsntiott  to  sBflml  natural  phenomena,  to  whioh  the  crealhire  of 
civSimJ  Mb  would  pay  no  attention. 

Tboi  (he  savage  observes,  that  the  bark  of  a  tree  it  Ae  dafk- 
est  on  dftfl -side  which  fronts  the  south,  and  he  directs  Ms  conrsb 
acoorAngly;  The  instinct,  however,  which  guides  the  Esqai- 
rosHx  thlongh  his  trackless  deserts  of  snow,  when  in  the  midst 
of  a-  snow  storm,  or  one  of  those  dense  fogs  peculiar  to  the  country, 
he  finds  himseff  at  a  distance  from  his  hut,  is  one  of  those  pro- 
bleaia  whiehrhas  not  been  satisfiustorily  solved.  It  is  very  proba- 
ble that  some  truth  lies  in*  the  hypothesis,  that  he  is  ^ded-by 
the  aeent  of  Us  dog,  but  then  this  can  only  apply  to' the  TiMum 
of  the  EsqaimatR  to  his  hut,  and  not  to  his  detefmin^tionfo  to* 
pair  to'  a  partioular  spot  or  object,  snob  as  the  Victory;  Ibr  here 
the  sagacity  ef  the  animal  cannot  be  of  any  avail,  nnless,'  wB(^ 
is  not  very  pvobid^,  tba  Esqnilmattx  has  some  method,  peddlaa* 
to  himislf^  of  impaltingi  to  his  dog  the  eaoact  object  to  which  it 
is  iiAeiided  to  dtvatt  >  fai»  '4amm,  The  most  mdement  weadmr 
appealed  to  ba)^eiit)^«flbetr  vifMt  the  Esquimnux,  for  although  tSie 
wind  migfitbidMrAlitirfioMi^,  driving  the  snow  in  dense  vofumfes 
in  every  dtveotion,-  aAd-  wMdh  Would  have  made  the  eHbminate 
Eu^sfMalkcbwer  bylii^ingterside,  as  if  Ins  immediate  death  lay 
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iiiUf  €M(iQiNf«kto^Ai,  ike  hArdy  natives-  vret e- ^onetiint  hi«tlieir« 
dutily  viibft^;U>:tbft  ddp>  alilMugh  on  oua  of  these  eeoaMOM;  wr 
shsU  )m^t#  ^rimrUy  Ao  relaie  some  cirewBAlatices^  whiek'do  not ; 
spe$k  loudly  fiw  the  homanky  or  phUentbrepy  <if  Ae  ^fBdire  of* 
the  Vietory*  ead  etpookHy.  where  b,  psriillel  conk]  be-drewn-ef' 
the  ^ifmiwi  lyf  tike  rade  and  unoiTilked  savages,  under  cifeum-   . 
steiMTds  0£4faasost«niBuIarnaftiiie«     It.  may  lesfdto  aninvestigggoh. 
ofthejni^tanAiniyertitiJtipiestion  whether-eivilisalite  aiM  edaea-- 
tiopn^h^Y^  atendeney  t*«oibeii  and  ameliorate  the  naturally  tmitai  ^ 
di^mail^ma  ai-  the  bmnsn  chaiaeter,  or  whether  in  d)0  acquisifion  - 
of  e,fiif>w  «£  spctenor  roineiiienl,*  the  intrinsic  talue  of  the  character 
beima^s  90  eefwqKtod.andadntteratad^  that  every  action  becomes 
more^ior  lesadietuigiiished  bydncsit-and  bypoerisy,«nd  the  chief* 
inte^K  nf  4^.)^  «f  «f  <»vUiaad  beinK ^^^^  appeawto  be>  to  ohsat' 
and  ^Vfr^repfob^  bia- feU«w-^Mi. 

Dm^ng  ik»mcm^^  the  2S^  the  wind  blew  strongly  hom* 
^.P(^,  wit)i:hWTy«(drlving  enosr^  bo^^neiwitlMflaaditig^^osBf^ 
diseooragiiigcirconisianc^,  tboshii^wasvistlnd^by  fifteen EMitfi-^- 
mau,  ten  men  and  fi«^  >wB$»iwi»  sad  l^-the.klter,  ^ertala  inidiV 
catjiiw  WIIP9B  ^v^ny  jLhat  :iii4tJblQ«gb  tbey  bed  neHher  dsesseS'  Mr 
skins  ta  jbaiter,  for  any -^^  the  cemnwditie^  to  whsch  they  noig^t  > 
tal(^  A  |aiii}y>,  y^t  they  y^ef^  ndtbAng"  loath  td  enter  intoia  edrtasn 
priratf^fiif^qtiatiop*.  by.  n^Uehth^.^rew  might  receive  the*  best  * 
eq^vnl^t,  w^^iob.  they  bed  to  ^ive,  for  any  old  rusty*  ktiifcer 
oth<jf.  artaple  whnch  th^y  b«4  to  dispose  of.    There  nre'ecrtMi  • 
wcyd%  vfk^dl^  bnv#  a  pqtuUer  'tapression.attacbed  latbem,  vrlien 
profjsojifi^  frmn/tbe  .mouth  of  a  tietatlfiil  woman,  and  ahbeogh  * 
it  c|^ipi^t.b^^eiQaotb|ri8aAd«.  tbsit  theBMpiiinaiBac  Indies  sniiie  npte ' 
snj  JMle4.wb^b>^b<»  ctfiW/of  the.yi4tofy-i|iay  hnre  4>mad  iii  tlieir 
o^n,||tip4»  ^  jfeniiitine'beanty,  i>r  that  their  lips^were  fcrtiiMied 
to  frwcsm^,  or  .^wwhs-rsntleMd  istafil.  mete  beanUiai  'by*  the 
wh|>per^oC'Sey».ff>4osring  w^d«  tesh  as  myidaas,  myidnciD,  o#  • 
"JjjiwtiwgiryeV.wbffii-tha  vi<ifd  Icpmf lissned  fcrntbe  iDbniii^oir » 
a  b|i^o]i^E9i^i)ii«Anx.daiSM*  tbsm/eGamelytBemafnee'JMbVi^thttt' 
tbci  s^Ior.to^  wbenpiitc  wes.  sddiamsd,  wianlAAswie*imd'  the  lips 
that'  pitMW^  it  hAfft^r  hsd  hn  ondeMeedthemeanjitg  of  ?t^ 
bat  Ao  ^Utls  M  be^eny  m^  ef  the.isefciilpiifisnf isn  of  *i4,  tba^ 
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•Vlliilpl^illlftdipiei  of.  «aal«.flMli,  fttid  wbftAB'»U«btMr^or«rfenpftl 
palii^^tuqisii^  ioio  t^  ^Mo  of  bit  hasltk.  TIm  mfMmttio»^<ai^ 
«m4  wit9 9l9pi^ttmde4.b7 A.ipftiiipuliur motimiar.  tii^ l^jMd» whioii 
ew4i«t«d  in  ft  prfljeplit^D  ^f  t^h^ooie mb Su -fi^vwMd  m f>4nable> 
t^i  for  wbat>pi|rpN»ff»tbee^liif;^  WMiMdie^  whelliMiiMliQUhreitf 
contempt  pr  auction  was  a  ptoblem  too  diflknk  for  ilw%aaidii<- 
QfiWd'^f^^fmi^.^  8ohe»  allliMgh  hfi  woiffb^  lurartttttk^d^aa  m^  of 
tbe.^<H)t^a4^p|  isebolafp  iiiib»  filftiaiiiB4fi^»rtgffWii^»  tte  Vialoi^  i 
Wo„kpf ]^. ttol.  ip  fiortain  paits  oC  ihoManfiatia  Munir jr  m  t^risak 
6f  iUanfMse  ia  aimilar  ki  il»«aaDiji|^tto'«i«(tBlIttka>.iiC4lie1iaii4. 
aQ4  iUie  fa^td^r  wd  mow  vayaw  tka  tVfMdi,  tli^'i|Mii»MMaii»aliii 
atdentia  |l|4»,aM0Wk«wbi^h.ia'eBlaitaiMdr,  .H>«n^ 
Me  tbat^tfie  boslBwr^  tiMi3tfa«golee»iMSglit»hfctia  pMocniUR}  as 
far  as  the  oountty  in  which  Felix  HaAdw  mie«itmtKi;<twt'«c(fl 
it  wmM:  have  bean  ralhera  daagievoai  exp6ritaMfttiair>ther<  (Mt4)f 
a  Elfish  aiikr,  to  kaaastakm  an  fiBqniinaDi  liidj-bj  tba  n6tki, 
btftova  hehad  tfaomdgMy  ooafviaMd  hittietf 'Aaf  il  wonM'bo 
rooait^dae  atokanof  barTaepeataadaalMni;  ■- ■■*  ^     < 

In  the  nuBan  time  faowe^r,the  8oluiien^6fthaiaOMll0(^jr  M* 
gyqeecii  tfic  atteBtiaii  of  tba  eailoie,  for^fraiir  the  ihaniief in  'irfKch 
it  /irai-4rhtipar8ili&  tfieir  care^  no  dettbt  whataoefCA  eaietad/thAt 
eome  ^aeix  ngoi&cMki  aanee  waa  aitaabedlo*  it*  it' faapfietied 
that  4ma  <tf  the  petty  aflfeere  of  the  veBsel  had  aeqaifedm  iH]^ 
knewJadgeofilliaGeraiaii  hmgomg^,  and  imbued  wMi  tbe-iplrit  ' 
ela  Jehnean  or  a- Walker,  bedacided  that*  Ae  fiaqaitatiMuc'  word 
k0omg,  waatovidaatly  lierived  tnm  the  Oetman  wwd'  kaiiig;'at^ 
tbeaghbjr  arbaft  meam  it  bfidtvaveUod  firara  Laipeie  textile  Muii- 
tiy  of  the  BiqiUMMiM!,aypeMfad  like  die  very  dfajiMl  of  %)ii^  he 
Unas  in  aeifab^  te  be  deoededfy  imdkodaeiahle.  The  i^^cA^ 
tiem  of  the  Oemao  wttd  ia.a  Wag,  attd  ^taefeibre  it-U^^f  II6 
maana  a  dednctWD  half  to  h»ii6iulkM,  eree  eiAraaogtalk^ttft  aotne 
eftbe  etymobgiaa  of^Jebnaor/ibat^tbeB^iiliibta'MMtt'kooi^ 
was  aoe  of  big^b  eadeamast^  mgaifyiag  aiaat  pvafaefcfy  tbet$4ie 
individwtl  to  wheat  it?  ^wna  addiaaied  waa^fae'klaig'or  eViefefliet' 
aftiaiioaa ;  ibia  waa- «  moatiiiatteiUe;  and  talenied  eonjeMlviF,.  Mit 
tbm  ivhftt  oenetmeika' wes'to  be  patt  tsfm  the*  podtbiif  or  ^du 
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jMU6««f  4Mviiiow|  iihmrims^a  4irMlji«Mler4o«tlie  JwhAsol  lit^ 
Ifcfriiftitf  i#i«ivalr<(lMy  >»  » ttrtir  MnA»  dmd  tb^rtliv  fund  piArhifw 
liftdtk*<iM«MtiMapm|^itedBd  to  iMm  bgr  Itenr  dl^anM,  of  th4 
dMnfCMMM  of  AernMdmB,  .dii jitwHit^rth,  dMn  ^oifld  ool  '1mM> 
asiflWim  ymrtdr  idiMwxtf  of '«pUMiv,vHHiA  was  ^xpiaMed  oA 
IheoMMBitoMt  qKrtftwir  wfciah  than'  ai^^faiad  thaif '  ahditidad 


\.  flftifciHrigmjUiaiatay  aiiiiof  aabjMla^  toi^bioh  thegaairomaal  af 
4B>aaoQlii^dMMiidaMr.att«Uaatntha  fitHaf  XMit  of  liiorKebia 
mdiSmy^  inrjw.'tfiraalaotiMi  of «  Hbraiy  of  tba  ipriai^pitl  baotoa, 
«Utli:<aMtad*rof  iimiSimmi  ^^aj^aa  to  the  Arfetio  ^iaaai  and 
^9Awkfn  raadjr  a*  buid  'to  ba  refeKod  to»  whea 
^nawikitad' ilidf;  9rivikenwoHegp\Baik1km  wm  fts 
qatosAaifefay  of  Aba  iiahiiaor  mtotfiaaf  the  aatafal  trlbat:af  tM 
filiiMMa^aiteiahahkMtbecoaatryr  TihiaviAfrtMMAjhow* 
ap*r)f#h4teaaMi»ial^tMVkliw7*ansiniilher  i6aae^  aoi  tfaMsCtM 
Ihay  artiNtlitiitiu  al' tfna  ^aiuabia  aotiroi  al  MfiaoMitian^  aAdbh 
WhM^  <ana(te«^  aalisvailbilkiNn  tenitKaia  pcastetl  einbandaii 
maiift,  dad  baveraernred  Jbam  aa  a  guida  iil^itbaiT.'4«kire'  traiiwciiaiia 
w«tb-lba^£iqwiiatis  ladiaa     .  -  •■ 

€baiiea  adii/fcawfoiBiiaftolBralaclaybat^w  mbai*  sladiad}  pmlom 
dilation  a«ddHifattadwiU'iM<^ar«saoai|ilMi:  Aambaabadawter 
Tal haai.perniHtad to exiaDd tbatr walkauftr.aa/tba  faatoof tba 
JBiqU«aaar  dad  tbardfbra  ibey  bad o^fbr yat  aajbyadtba  oppon 
iiiailjiaf  abialfihg Ibair  maoiiafB »and  tMksan^  aD/finvotb  lifa, 
mmk^  baar.fftr ilhay  diiatod.  in  (Mm  iawafaiB  cbiiavidr^ftaibi  tba 
aastgnaiaf  laaWidbriiiaad  <naiaoaft.  Tfaare  aca,  fao#etec,  to  bk 
fiMHlddiiaaa|^a«dajnpao{fla;  onatAnaofnatoro  as*  aaiit«a*dialiaf- 
gtdAadtrflhiioiofthahil'apdiaaacatiaa ;  wd  thanriapoa  babbgng 
tPLibaftdnnaKcIaM^wbiebaraaiiitcodocad  by  Adam  and  £>na»  oar 
riai^^jrMaabidoloilbecABk^  arid  wbitkbaa  daaoandad  to  -aliMst 
9jlLltl0rtfm4nmrfi4kmy§rmk?p$^^^  fromtbt 

XMMnaf  Bbbnli«Aafai«'^pa»tetaef((taon¥ovi^  itB 

giiiaial  .{MhalMa,  k  itttLbataMaaiadt^jfedbdltiadbibaa  baaw 
paftaltfitf'aaoaaaCttba  imn^  oalMondiaaafMdaaaathkii  Jmho  bam 
eoaaladi lapon^lht  gtohB>  >  dtihaa^iattiaiwr  baaManvadBod  by tboia 
^ba'iaielM^ti^ba  feaaaed  ai'auabaaalMnijcibai^M  tiia  aaid  a«iJ 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


}ff^n' iAchBid»d -in  U)o«e  iribM  who  wamdored  fnoni  Biibel;  mk1> 
t)iece(bre,4t  «a}&  be  ooasidbi^ed  asa*difaiit'piO0f  4lifttth»7  om  a» 
origiiml  ^opla^-  -and  that  as  tJMjr  ^ow  nolkiiig^  of  tha  Towar  af 
BaM.  nor/of  thacaatoma  whidi^were  ptaotiaed  Uiate,  jtt'foliawa 
that  the  Ttower  of.  fiabaL  knew  noAtAg^  of  ttonii  >  Weava.anaaa 
it^t  we.  are  here  treading  upon  delicate  and  danger(iaBt|pioiliiil;f 
for  ^)tbe  isnatom  ieiUuded  to'  was  iii praotioa  attiha  time wuf  Atdani/ 
and  tbara  areoot  any  doaiunenu  eggiaUay  to  :paefa  tbttt«it^^9vaa 
i^^ti  a^dit^Ipflg  into  oonsideratioii'atitte'aaiBe  tiin%  tbatit  .ia^i 
dinact  nn^urnl  habit,  we  are  ealitledto.dmw  theoiaferaBOa/tha* 
the  .£lfii|aiKDaax  mnst  baTe  hadianc  Adam  and  five 'Ofliiair'ow»> 
whew  natoral  iiabi^  .woto  contra? y.  to  thofca  x^^omr^  fdUdMiiigk  )U 
the.  aaDaaJtimb,  it  is  a  aut^sot  moat -proper  for  tba  fMMain  ao4 
seiioiis^  iavestigation  of.  the  laaioed  ineoibara  of  the«Antiq«ai>iat» 
^gQf0i^,'.^7^)Mth^  iha  aiisctproducaA  by  iteihabtt^naUrtalti^  tha 
ISsj^itigqfMliQ;  isithe  saAw  kiitsaiitutaaAa^eafW^tand  rela#DM»:«i 
t|^,jrhich  isidaiiy;  and.henrLy  vitaessedi.in  thadaseeadaBia  of 
th»t»paxtimbr..Adain.ind£ae,  of  whom*  for  iBa]iy*Ta»y.obTiaiia 
r^ff^ps^  we^  the  said  desoendants  hava  aiaab  goad  and.giaat  rea^* 
s^n  19  ba  oMeessiaely.prbttd  aad.oTar-flowioffly  grttMful*   .     . 

The.  cttitam.wbkb  has'gimn  aiaa  to  tbisidaap  »nd  anwUleipcak4- 
ainbte  Qr.^eTordium,.  is  in. its  eaaseqaeneas  oftto  Torjr  alanniai^ 
and  ouirveUoua,  in  its -^pplieaiioii.deligbtf ally  sweat,  and,aibicb» 
they  who  haiie  acqukedit,  feel  aa  diaposition  ifhatevo^  W  laSiw 
quish,  whiah  in  itself!  showa  that  the  schoobtaaster  with:  hii«iarall 
of  intelleoi,  .bas^ot  before  him  a  task  of  no  'annabla.a  hatsveri  in 
1ms  attempt  ito  onreandcontioal  the  radical  and  iavatamtabaWia 
of  the  hdmim  rooa^^BOr  .matter  to  what  and  or  poi!pasa;thay  aafi 
bo  directed^-    .  .  .     w     < 

The  eeoentric  Hngh  Amot» of  JBdiabargb^ wrote  woisayr.i^^ 
Nothing,  and  oa  the  other  hand^.  .w|e  know  wiany  nan,  wbo  bsva 
written  an  essay*  in  'wUbchnaihiag  wu.to  be  fdi»d4  wa  are, 
however^  under  aeertain  4egreeiof  alanathatwa  sbawldbaaeanaad 
of  a  circnmfoeoitory  disposition  in.tjrealiBg  of  ibis  peacdiarxsiK^ 
torn  of  the  Esquimaux,  when  perhaps  the  subject . might  ha^Fo 
bean  handled  with  greater  eonoieeaess  and  bretrity«    It  is.tcuQ 
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llisA  Aft  *iMbiiieti«cl' or  a 'iiuitfaMlatlN^Al  «libj^ct  mtt^'h^  ir^Y^dntf 
irkind«fi»ff  l»nd«wlt«r,'fov>the  ptomiM^i^  (Ator  and  'disf{fi%< 
wkkMit  any  diftetoiOtts  or^imade^ittgv;  that  #e  «rb  eniSylcfd'tb 
Ihr  opM  the  exacH  tliM  when  we  shall'  aiTiVe'kt'th^'d«l8i!red"pr6- 
ctact.  Thiiris  howevet  hy  no  means  the  case  wifli  the  prdduet 
(4 4lie^ctM6f^  wMch  is  now  immedlMiely  uiideir  ou/^  dtsc^sioiii 
for  U  eottt^^metimM  Te<*3r  Inopportunely' before  ltd  tirn#,  anil 
•oiiii4M4nl«8"ttft^r*4Cs^t$0ie,  and  sometimes,  thoagrH  veijr -iWldofri,- 
iMhrer  iit^ll.  'ni^re'ls  a^}n,  another  very  essetdlit  dlfi^ifendd 
iMween^afil  tfr4€hTrf€ftieliI  m%vtt;  ^nd  the  <^tt8tom  tiiiffef  di^dsi64i) 
tor iln  thfe  fhrxher  "^e  are  certain  at  arriTfng-  at  tfhe  coticlusfon  ifia't 
oftvand»'otie  make  two,  btrt  the  result  of  the  eusfoni  to  wfiryh  Wi 
ftUudfe^fe/ that  etoe  and  one  most  g^enerafly  make  thfet,  whlcfi 
has  puMl^d  fnhi\f  sophists  to  account  foi*,  who  never 'tr6tibtelf 
llMh^  telMdls'  about  the  dfscovery  of  the  north  west  passage,  '6r  any 
sf  %M  ^liitikAs  of  the*  people  who  migrated  from 'therToS^r^r'  ot 
Bab^;  '^ttk«»  ttp  tbeir  residefrice  oii  the  shores  of  the  Arc^i^^B&as! 
*^>Tftti  ttiiiy'  be  Considered  by  some  as  decidedly  hetmidoxioaLlf 
attd'frM^hig  fn  aVerjtitibeeoa&ing  mamiet  onChat'ixiosilsubliiili^ 
of  flirG^tapdsitions/the  Athanasian  CTeed:  but  the  d'cpfli^' die' 
gravity,  mA  more  than  all,  tlie  extreme  deligfit,  whfch  aW  ad- 
kei^tito  lotfaid  particular  custom  imparts,  sanctioned  and  ti^pfoted 
of,  as  4t  is  by  every  noble  Brhish  sailor,  who  ever  ireefed'  a*  sait 
€f  weighed  an  anchor,  are  a  sufficient  apology  for  any  prolixity 
whi^htnay  have  been  evinced  in  the  discussioik  of  this  important 
<Ubje*t; 

*  Jt  urast  certainly  be  admitted  that  there  are  certain  actions 
p^dhned^by  the  htnnan  race,  which  are  so  fixed  and  definite  in 
Ibf^  op^rAtioHs,  and- wMdb  may  be  considered  as  so  unusuaiiy 
appertaining  to  the  innate  dispositions  of  the  animal,  that  their 
€KAR>il2m;  Wh^ef  displayisd  amongst  the' Japanese,  the  Pata- 
geftlati8,'or  the  Esquim^uk  ]>artakcs  of  the  same  character,  and 
ilr^oteVned  by  the  same  rules'  srfd'|)HncV{iIesV  We  lire  indebted 
inmifi^eMettdh^  ?nto  the  Phyiiblogy  of  mto,' for' tTi^  Important 
discovery  that  the  natural  opc^ratiOfis  of  eattngi'drinlcing,  walk- 
ing'and  sleeping,  are  perfofinecTv^i']^  nearly  tlie  saine  by 'the 
p^l«  on  the  shores  of  the  'Chinese  sbas«  as  by  those  on  the 
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t^e  effect  product  iaiadiftpiiUbly  the  hum,  whioli  i*  in  teelf  a 
coac^Wi?®  Ubuti|t4ian.of  ibe^iiotopby  ot  KmI  nod  Leibtti<ls,'(|iiii 
two  opposiie  causes  can  produce  the  satne  eftet;  A  -diiMt  ej^- 
emplifio^ipB  of  the  .foregeing  propoiitiee  is  to  be  feMd*  'm  Mb 
q(  Ui^  cfat^ms  of  tbeEsquimaiu,  and  whieh  hae  given  fistf  %6 
tt^is  valiiable,and  erudite  diaflertation  en  the  iimAe*piiepeiPiiee'-af 
th^f^mofo  laee,  Theciietom  alluded  to^  aiMLwhioh  i0e  dee^ 
pfo^le^  hAtfc  theJeamed  andunleefned  tadsridMie  o^Wfriaitig 
the  ccew  ef  the  Vietory,  ie  that  of  the ooUidoiiof  lipej  tetlgtiirtjr 
l(D9 wn  by  the  name  of  kimng*  Now  it  will  be  te^n^  M  ¥efiMti)^ 
tp  tbe.dictioDi^rj  of  the  Eaquimaitt  Umgixkg^r  gi^en^at  Ihe^ild 
of  this  work,  thiai  the  word  hoomg,  wUcb  was  whidp^ted  by 
sjpme.  of  tb^Eiicyiiieaw ladies  into  thaeave  of  theadmlf^ifeaihM 
^i  the  Victpfy^  implies  the  act  of  kissiog^  afld  had  the  MH<Sa 
offered  their  lips,  at  the  same  .tiaae  that  ttkeypteHCffM^  A^ 
wofd,  tb^re.  is  perhaps  verv  little  doobt  bat  thihtrllieMltors 
i9^pul4„  .a|(  \V  we«a  bjr  a  kind,  of  iasptsataenr  bi^«  •mHUbM  npon 
i^  mf^ni^g  (if  the  word,  and  the  asaal  labial  tsvillMen-  ntlglli 
haye  takan  p^ee;  On  theother  hand  it^nMSt-ba^obaerredlhai 
if;  ofm  jQ^,tVe.  8i|i]oKS»  moBe  eoaiaonKed  than  the  others]  bad  slidwii 
9lvS:  if^dicatipn  to  salole  the- lips  of  one  of  the  EK)mniailic  ladies, 
^Qfding  to  the  nrnnaer  and.  custom  of  his  own  eouaHy/  the  Uif* 
t^f^t  imd  meeniag  of  the  act  might  not  have  been  unideretodd  b]^ 
her,  and  further  that  she  would  haye  been  equally  confused  aitd 
^nfottuded»  hcMl  he  whispered  in  her  ears  the -word  kiseitig/as 
l^^  |hi4  f  i^wn  h voaslf  at  the*  sound  of  the  wK>rd  kooni^.  Natttra 
iagoperal  does  a  great  deal  in  these  casss^  for  the  aet  efkisiAti^ 
is  nqt  ao^iired  by  the  mode  of  education  adopted,  by  either  B^H 
or  Lsmsafter,  bNt,  nature  was,  under  the  preaeilft  circtftnstatic<si^ 
completely  at  fault,  orai  least,  she  had  not  rendered  her  insthic^ 
tions  so  clear  and  definite,  that  they  could  be  read  off  at  sights 
without  the  immediate  ibterferenee  of  some  other  person  of  power 
experimentally  versed  in  the  matter. 

The  momep^V  K^  hQ^^^er  ly^^r  at  band  in- wbieb  all  ibs  doubts 
^^  g^^|S?sH*«iWiJ^^)?  ''<>»chi«r  tW»  «iteighty>HM»ier,  ^PVMtfd 
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jpI^Mk  Wlging  and  daowig,  and  wbioh  tai^  Ise  «fter wards 
Mgr^^MMldjW  ihft  boiyids  of  aa  English  tfamim,  «t«  a  ednttkfift  to 
^^jM^^tlpp^jof  a  Malibnan,  or  the  sylphtka  aeria!  >znotf <mil  of 
a  TaglfMli*.   It  iras  soi  until  «Aar  the  nii>8t  ]^r«88ing'  ei^reaties 
Jp^^ft^MD^dpadiai;  aaouMpanted  kj  4ba  prMMi^  of  a  KoMFftome 
mnt^Wtii  .^kei^  th»  ohoHstora  Md  figomntes  ofth^  ^s^hntttrx 
|jfl)4w  wuldjha  ittdttoed  io  displvf  tbeir  extraordiaafy'itd^iitk, 
4fld  4#k  tp«H^  w»re  aoeoffdwgly  uahaied  into  ilia>  eabin^,  1f6  gfH 
l^ifKlWi»m' of  tlmr  agitiijr^  and  parhapa'Uo  ctaek  the  ea^j  of 
4h»^gftlW¥Miiffi^^  VKtkibeiv  wide-swetiiDgiioleft^^  hartkibn^  ahS 
pll-milfQidi   'Tha  wofnaa  pboeri  tliemaalfes  in  a  oivcle,  and  t>n^ 
C9^^.H)^.^iaiidfi*of  ii>  vrho  onwrnanaed  tho  SMg*  that  in  ifHHe 
fi9m(;Hil9«flhi)r  bovl  that  almost  aim  bun^frontf  huinan^}p^,1>4 
im4byi4ifi  baMJ^danommatad  aa  such.    If  hair«ver  tfie  saundft  of 
t)W  iW»W»plwh#d  aamatar  atnak  upon  the  ears  of  tha'asiohUhed 
§fgffy^1iMlf^  bvrat  Ihair  tjmpamms,  dvaadfat  was  the  ^CKdi 
an^tfi  :^4W  ^9^  fmocous  Toioaa  of  the  ifottMT  joiMd  In  th« 
fili^nM^.f%PhftriTi4g  tQMEieal  tka  atiierin  tbaahUlidci  of'thMr 
iemh  m^  'H  m^^fA  ^t  cm  of  ^haaa*  honlbla  atmmt»  which'  &t« 
(flSOMil 40  ipiw» fr^m the  niaalha  af  tbadaasMd;  m ili^t^it 
Uit9^9iiQ9i  i^  tb^  boUing  lak^s  of  bnosatane.    Th«  «MMn6ed 
m^ditfgs  4)94  )ii^barM>  PWttiyad  to  psesaBfe  that  dao0#um,  WBibH 
Iffaf  ^flV4n^  Mpvb  siioh  astrp^rdifftitry  pnrfarinata^ter  wliea  tUi 
l§fft  gfWf.  »p4  «ibliaia  obonia  burnt  upon  tham/<t0*'whii>h  Hb^ 
^Hslttf^  Pbo|tii8  a»  tbe  Sp§\i^  in  Weatminster  Ahl^y,  wAil 
likti4p  ^WH^  of  1^  popgun  to  tha  oaplosianof  a  t#0  aftid'  thirty* 
lft¥ftJ^>T>).  tt^i^  aUJMbei^  aaramony  was  at  an  ^od,  %h^  hanM' 
1f4HMH4|o4  f^\wM  mtiBMAvaly  to  tha  eaia,  and  tha  hoes  oflSfa 
iiliteiB  Jl%?«iW  d«tPrtod,  as  i£  a  dnmiaarpanftan  ted  bean 
■fcWiaWW  ^ejff:li»w^  ''mhewid  dieaspuno^V' 

ComiDg  on  the  ear^  like  tqun^  ijifsnisL  ^     ^  ^  ^  • 

SjwtUng  u.  thetr  F?r*f,.'»}«  ^fJ^„,  j,,  ,,•   •  y  ...     •■....•■>■ 

I'OaMiiM*!-  thM^XteitheV 9aiai  ttbV  DliMKte,  *Wdf  khy  ottler  pur- 
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select  amoDg'st  them  some  prima  donAa  to  warble  tbrHk—Ak* 
perdoiki  /  or  Tu  che  accendi, '  to  the  dukeliD^s,  and  lordlhi^,  ' 
and  greylings  ^nd  fopUngs  of  the  Opera  HduM,  thcl  c6Mmataderbf 
the  expedition  declared  himself  perfectly  satitfi^d  with'thefr 
captatory  abilities^  and  it  certainly  follows  that  a  man  who  has 
had  enough  of  a  thing,  must  necessarily  be  fully  satisfied.  ' 
Pining  fhe  coi^Aement  of  Capt.  Parry  in  the  ice,  be  eeCabK 
lisl)|)4<^rtJbea;Lre  to  which  the  beauties  of  the  £BgUsh  drama  were 
refN[9P?xiledr.  and  most  ably  sustained,  to  borrew  a  theatrical 
ph^flf ,  by  tb&  whole  strength  of  the.  company ;  4mA  in  the  North 
G«y^iaGiv»^te,  we  read  that  the  aptars  performed  tbeir  respect*^ 
ive,  jparts«ip  the  most  creditable  manner,  akhough  no  snariing 
was|^sfei  o^ljiA  sat  on  the  third  row  in  the  pit,  to  bestow  his  cen< 
mt^^  ori  bjis  .approbation  according  to  the  weight  ef  the  bribe, 
whi^  hudbew  tendered  to  him.  Net  iatoading  however  in  the 
mfstiQW^t^jdsgiaBio  cast  any.  illiberal  oc  severe  reflection  on  th0 
hiffi^f^nip  -tiilent  of « tbe  theatrical  corps  of  the  Heela^  which  burst 
fb^,iA,tb^  most  TXjrM  colors,  like  the  coruscations  of  the  aurord 
wbii^  fwe<e  .flfisfaiQg  .over  tbeir  heads,  still  'it  must  be  acknow- 
J«409A/tblA.altboagtvtbs  Heda  company  might  have  acquired 
aomy-^yMiWiicy.  in  their,  new  profesnon,  by  the  dint  of  study  . 
and  %ppUQf4ion,.j)rftt  that  the  theatrical  corps  which  performed  in* 
tbe^^CilMil  of  the.  Viotoiy,  had  far  the  advantage  of  them  on  the 
scors^pf  Dlilnney  andif  the  authority  of  Oarrick  be  in  any  degree: 
vali^  4*1 /a  ttbject  of  that  kind,  it  is  impossible  for  any. Individ' 
dmd.tabemme.aigreat  actor,  imless  he  takes  nature  as  his  guide ; 
not^  tliat..jtbe  tenes  of  the  peiformers  of  the  Victory  could  bst 
caljfid  Mlnrals^for  .they  ran  into  all  the  wildest  and  noost  discords 
ant' sharps  ,Imh1  flats  .whisb  were  ever  includied  in 'a*  musical* 
gm^i  ^mK  alULit  wasaatiure^-d.owniigfatttnsophisticatedAaitnre' 
in  its  moffl  gaMttBemnd  unadultecated  sense, no  Lanaanor  liverati' 
had  been  at  tbeir  elbowv  to  dsteranne  the  question  of  how  many 
octaves  their  voices  could  sustain,  and  solfa-ing  them  bom  tbs^ 
highest  to  the  lowest,  until  they  arrived  at  the  deep  deep  O  o( 
Miss  LovOy  or  by  what  other  name  that  delightful  warbler  may  - 
be  .koovvn.  .Taking  tbercifore  all  these  circttsistaneeS/.inio.o&r 
serious  consideration^  we  cannot  be  accused  of  an  unbecomt^fr 
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pttty^Uj  M  awArdJiiAg  the  meed  of  preference  to  the  theatrical 
corpilDf  the  Victory,  for  in  our  judgements  we  have  genereUy, 
tlHWigb  perhaps  not  um?eiwally,b^n  inclined  to  award  the.  decree  ^ 
to  ^tnre^  leaving  art  to  move  for  a  new  trial,  with  the  liberty 
*o  pltiaUffnge  every  Esquimaux^  who  is  glaringly  deficient  in  ever}'^ 
iOmg  wntch.appertains  to  art,  as  an  unfit  person  to  form  one  of 

thek|ry« 

We  will  not  take  upon  ourselves  to  insinuate  that  Capi.  Roali 

as  stage  manager  of  the  theatrical  exhibition  on  board  the  Vi^« 
tory,  manifested  the  slightest  intention  to  follow  the  example  df' 
the  manager  of  the  Opera  House,  or  that  when  he  had  determbeS'  ^ 
that  the  performances  should  take  place,  he  had  so  ftir  an  aye 
upon  the  system  adopted  in  that  theatre,  as  to  order  thiit  l9ie 
opera,  or  the  singing  was  to  precede  the  ballot  or  the  dancing, 
for  we  are  by  far  too  careful  of  the  fame  and  reputation  of  Capt. 
Ross,  and  which  in  spite  of  all  contradiction  has  been  most  espe< 
ciatty  evinced  in  the  progress  of  this  work,  as  to  attach  to  him 
the  stigma  of  following  in  the  track  of  others,  when  his  own  ' 
great  and  commanding  genius  was  in  itself  all  sufficient  to  strike  - 
out  an  original  course  for  himself;  in  the  present  instance  libere*' ' 
fore,  it  may  have  been  the  effect  of  mere  chance,  that  tSiebaltM: ' 
of  the  Esquimaux  was  to  succeed  the  opera,  and  accordtagly,  ' 
although  neither  Spagnoletti  nor  Mori  was  present  to  lead,..not  * 
in  fact  was  there  any   proecenium  to  draw  up;   the  dsnsoQis 
arranged  themselves  in  their  proper  order,  and  the  Taglioni, 
followed  by  the  Brocard  and  Easier,  and  all  the  corps  de^Wf^ei 
were  ready  to  display  their  graceiul  .motions  before  the  gipat 
commander  of  the  Victory,  and  his  enraptured  crew.    Had  the 
bishop  of  London,   or  the   Rev.  Edward  Irving;  had  Jerefny 
TajHor  or  John  Wesley  been  present,  they  might  have.gaeef):at 
the  exhibition,  without  the  slightest  wound  being  inflicted. upon 
the  extreme  delicacy  of  their  feelings — ^no  tonrbiilona  nor.ojroiiett- 
in^  Was  to  be  seen-^no  circumvolution  of  the  petticoats,  ^sntil 
tbejf  resembled  one  half  of  the  unfortunate  cylinders,  which  .w«fe 
thte  'imbedded  in  the  ice;  they  would  only  have  seen  a  hiigia 
VMM  of  human  flesh  covered  with  seal  skin,  "attempting  ^  n 
Mdden  Jump  to  get  nearer  to  heaven ,« and  then  coauBg*  4ldwrn ' - 
to  it 
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again  with  a  force  which  threatened  to  break  in  the  floor  of  the 
Victory,  and  precipitate  both  spectators  and  performers  in  one 
undistinguishable  mass  into  the  hold  below. 

The  feet  of  Taglioni  were  never  heard  to  touch  the  ground, 
the  steps  of  Mercandotti  were  scarcely  audible,  but  gracious 
heavens  and  all  ye  worshippers  of  Terpisehore-r-tell  us,  thou 
great  navigator  of  the  Arctic  seas,  what  were  the  feelings — 
what  were  the  sensations  which  thrilled  through  thy  every  nerve, 
as  with  thy  straining  vision  thou  didst  behold  the  figurantes  of 
thy  corps  de  ballet,  throwing  out  their  legs  first  to  the  right  and 
then  to  the  left,  then  fore  and  aft,  like  the  pendulum  of  a. clock, 
and  then  giving  a  bound,  shade  of  Vestris  forgive  us  !  for  thy  well 
known  bound  was  a  mere  hop  to  it ;  and  then  alighting  on  the 
floor  like  the  monkey  falling  on  the  pile,  or  the  rammer  of  the 
pavior  on  the  granite  stone,  accompanied  also  with  the  usual 
sonorous  and  harmonious  grunt,  like  the  deep  diapason  note  of 
the  organ,  though  varying  in  the  intensity  of  its  sound,  accord- 
ing to  tlie  pulmonary  ability  of  the  danseuse.  A  pause  in  the 
dancing  suddenly  took  place,  expectation  was  on  the  stretch  to 
ascertain  what  was  forth  coming ;  the  furrows  on  the  brow  of 
the  commander  increased  wonderfully  in  depth,  and  his  dark  and 
shaggy  eyebrows  bristling  terrifically  over  his  sunken  eyes,  be- 
spoke thie  internal  commotion  of  the  man ;  Felix  Harbour  never 
saw  the  like  before,  and  centuries  will  most  probably  elapse  before 
it  will  see  the  like  again.  To  those  who  have  paid  the  slightest 
attention  to  the  operations  of  nature,  it  would  be  superfluous  in 
us  to  remark,  that  previously  to  any  great  act  or  exertion  on  her 
part,  she  generally  sinks  into  a  state  of  repose,  as  if  it  were  her 
disposition  to  collect  all  her  scattered  powers,  in  order  to  enable 
her  to  endure  the  approaching  commotion.  A  calm  is  proverbially 
indicative  of  a  storm  ;  Vesuvius  is  generally  at  rest  previously  to 
an  eruption,  and  non  magna  componere  parva,  which  being 
Anglicised  means,  that  a  sprat  should  not  be  compared  with  a 
whale;  Capt.  Ross  was  assuredly  at  rest  before  he  paddled 
away  with  his  steam  engine  to  break  the  ice  of  Baffin's  Bay, 

Not  a  leg  nor  limb  moved  of  the  whole  corps  de  ballet,  when 
on  a  sudden  a  piercing  cr^  of  koonig,  koonig,  koonig,  issued  from 
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cvety  mootb,  and  as  the  spectators  had  ascertained'  the  'moaning 
of  the'  woH,  it  was  expected  that  the  lips  would  nieet  in  sweet 
communion,  and  prove  the  finale  of  the  entertainment:  great  and 
eicesilive  however  was  their  surprise,  when  instead  of  the  lips 
Mng  offered,  their  squat  and  ugly  noses  were  projected  towards 
ea'ch  ofthdr,  and  having  given  to  eftch  others'*  nose  a  certain 
qnatitum  of  friction,  the  ceremony  of  kissing  was' completed. 
We  have  been  informed,  for  we  do  not  profess  to  write  from  any 
personal  experience  on  a  subject  of  so  delicate  a  nature,  that  in 
its  effect  the  European  method  of  kissing  may  be  compared  to  the 
colliiBion  of  two  clouds  charged  with  electrical  matter,  a  flame  is 
occasioned,  which  runs  through  the  whole  frame,  and  which 
cannot  be  afterwards  quenched  by  any  exertion  of  th^  acting 
parties,  and  were  the  whole  fire  brigade  of  the  metropolis  to 
hasten  to  their  assistance.  Acting  upon  this  information,  which 
we  have  some  reason  to  believe  is  founded  on  truth,  we  have  felt 
an  invincible  desire  to  ascertain  whether  the  same  effect  be  pro- 
duced by  the  collision  of  the  noses  of  the  Esquimaux,  as  by' the 
collision  of  the  lips  of  the  Europeans;  and  whether  the  feeling' 
that  is  excited  be  more  or  less  intense  according  to  the  size  of 
the  nose,  or  to  the  degree  of  friction  that  may  be  used.  If  the 
former  be  the  case,  what  a  universal  favourite  would  our  old 
friend  Bardolph  have  been  amongst  the  Esquimaux  ladies,  and 
as  to  Slawkenbergius,  the  extreme  magnitude  of  his  nose  would 
have  rendered  him  irresistible.  In  familiar  parlance  in  this 
country,  it  is  common  to  say  of  an  individual,  who  takes  upon 
himself  the  character  of  a  Paul  Pry,  ke  pokes  his  nose  every  tohere ; 
but  whkt  might  be  the  consequence  if  an  Esquimaux  were  to  poke 
Ms  hose  everywhere,  or  even  to  allow  his  neighbour  to  poke  his 
nopo  wherever  he  pleased.  Were  the  Esquimaux  blessed  with  :. 
court  of  law,  or  cursed  with  lawyers,  some  business  might  result 
from  this  indiscriminate  and  licentious  habit  of  poking  the  nose ; 
nt  nil  events,  the  necessity  is  obvious  to  every  individual  who 
trnvels  into  foreign  countries  to  make  himself  acquainted  with 
llin  customs  of  the  natives  as  soon  as  possible,  or  perhaps  he  may 
jilre  the  most  serious  offence,  when  nope  whatever  was  intended, 
tn  for  \\  slonrc,  it  was  possible  that  Gapt.  Ross  himself  might 
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Iia«e7'p«4fed  bis'iioas  fiirtW  ioto  the  &cto  of  a  newly  iSAnied 

Ert^uiiiiaiue  lady  than  might'  have  been  agreeable  lo  her  httsbaod, 

wiUtovl  however  the  sUghteirt  iotentioii  ejdaiiag  on  hia  part  of 

oAriiip  her  one  of'  bis  ehaste^aahitei;  and  certaiiily  it  wUlbe 

aliewed  W  all  who  have  had  ihehAppineaa  of  seeio);^  it>  that  the 

netfe  of  the  captain  ie  by  no*  means  of  thai  un^dmly  make»  at  not 

l^rhapeto  hams  raited  tome  deaiffe  in  the  breast  of  the  Etquimswc 

Ladinato  enjoy  Uie  delight  of  arub  of  it.    It  mntt  fiurther  be  fliip- 

poted  thai  the  same  diversity  ot  taste  may.  exist  amongst  the 

Esqoiraaux  ladies^  in  regard  to  the  peeuliar  shape  of  the  no0e> 

whiicb  is  to  eome  into  collision  with- their  own,  as  we  Europeans 

ejdiibit:Ourselves  in  the  choice  of  the-  lipe  which  we  maji  eave^ts 

kite,  for  whilst  one  affects  the  fisll  and  pentuig  tipaj  anotb^ 

aff9ct»  the  thin  and  cherry  one,  and  similafly  may  it  be  consti- 

twied  wJAh  the  Esquimaux,  for  whilst  one  may  pteliBr  the  flator 

ssnhnese^  another  may  give  the  preferenoe  to  the  large  ai|miin0 

oat  which  adorns  the  countenance  of  Capt^  Ross.    The  method 

of  I  hissing  amedgst  the'  Esqiumanx  had  howevei  now  been  dis? 

ceMored  by  the  crew  of  the  Victory,  and  some  information,  is 

eatan^that  they  at  timea  took  advantage  of  the  dieeovery, 

allbough  it  was  observed,  to  the  great  credit  of  the  Esqiuoiaiii 

ladies«  and  aa  a  decided  proof  of  the  extreme  delicacy  of  their 

taftes,  that  they  manifested  a  great  degreaof  relucstance  to  per- 

foNA-  the  ceiameny  of  howdginff,  with  those  who  were  addicted 

to^  the  filthy  habit  of  snuff  taking. 

It  has  been  said  by  Isaac  Iselin^  who  penetrated  deeper  ipto 
the  pbywology  of  man  than  any  other  philosopher  sncient  or 
modem,  that,  in  a  rude  uncivilized  state,  man  seldom  exbibiu 
any  examples  of  wit  or  humour  \  a  pun  or  an  epigranx  from  en 
Ashantee  or  an  Esquimaux  would  indeed  be  considered  aa  a  lite- 
msy  phenomenon,  and  certainly  we  could  not  expect  amongst 
tbe  members  ef  either  of  those  nations,  to  meet  with  an  editor  of 
theGomic  Annual,  or  of  Figaro.  There  is  however  one  babit 
peculiar  to  the  Esquimaux,  in  which  some  humour  is  exhibited, 
and  that  is  in  the  aptitude  in  which  they  applied  their  nicknames 
to  the  officers  of  the  ship,  according  to  the  different  characters 
which  they  cidubitod,  and  which  shewed,  that  notwilhstandiog 
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tlieir  imtural  ignonmee  aitfd^  iatelleelval^  daTknesA,  there  wvs'a 
d^^ree  tuf  lAirewdrieM  about  them  iBcatohing  up  the  tmils  ofrlfaa 
charaeler  of  thoae  wiUl  if  hom  they  nasooiated,  aadtheis  »  Ultl« 
doabt  but  that  the  character^  whfcb  e^ery  one  bore  in  bis  itikm 
could  iu  soma  degree  have  beeo  ^thered  frootthaiiaviQr  ivhkfat 
liMf  been  bestowed  upon  him.  To  Capt,  Roaa  thaj  gave  tba 
simMquei  or  mckoaaie  ct  Pnhiach,  whioh  sigAifies.&Taveq»  and 
various  reae<^8  wei^  aasigned  for  the  application,  of . this  epitliet^ 
first,  that  a  certain  degree  of  resemblance  exiated  insonna  of  tbeii; 
€Sterior'part0»  particularly  in  the  beidc  and  the  nose,  andfaorther 
baling  aseertaitted  that  he  was  the  chief  or  governor  of  the  whnio 
crew»  tt«  well  as*  nearly  the  largest  in  oorpovenl  magmtade^tbegr 
beloved  upon  him  the  name  of  that  animal,  which  is  nearly  the 
largeat- with  whiebrth^-  are  acquainted,  that  goes  upon  two  legs, 
nhhougfa  it  must,  b^  allowed  that  the  slow  and  solemn  gait  of  the 
Oiptaitt  bore  no  affiai^  whatever  with  the  hop,  skip,  and  janqp 
^iho  mvem  It  is  also  siAd  that  the  tones  of  the.Captain'a  voice 
are  net  the  most  muaical  which  have  been  known  to  lame  fmib 
faonMcn  lips,  and' which,  therefore  on  account  of  their  faeametteaa, 
mi^bt  have  reminded'  the  Esquimaux  of  the  eroahing-  of  the  Rob*' 
ven;  on  the  other  hand,  however  it  was  affirmed  hj  thoee^wiio- 
pMtended  to  have  investigated,  the  matter  deeper  than  ai»y  ether- 
person,  that  the  epithet  of  the  raven  waanot  applied  to  the.  Cap- 
tain from  any  exterior  resemblance,  which  might  exist  between 
the  two  bipedsi  but  that  it  originated  in  a  similarity,  which  dis* 
played  itself  in  some  of  their  natural  habits,  and  particularly  in  a 
kind  of  ravenous  appetite  which  is  displayed  by  both,  whether 
it  be  a  meas  of  putrid  whalers  blubber  on  the  one  part,  as  the 
tafwyers  have  it«  or  a  haunch  of  a  rein  deer  on  the  other  part. 
AnoAer  version  however  of  the  cause  of  the  scuiriquet  was  given, 
in  which  it  was  attempted,  to  be  proved,  that  the  alleged  ravenous 
appetite  of  the  Captain,  had  no  reference  whatever  to  any  vera* 
city  which  he  might  evince  when  seated  in  his  cabin  before  his 
roasted  hare  or  grouse,  but  that  it  referred  exclusively  to  the  most 
ravenous  appetite  which  he  had  exhibited  to  appropriate  to  hin»« 
self  all  their  jackets,  trowsers,  mittens,  boots  and  otlier  para^ 
phemalia  of  dress,  and  which  appetite  tfaete  appeared  not  the 
slightest  prospect  of  appeasing. 
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To  Commander  James  th^  applied  the  epithet  of*  Augliecock, 
'^Hlleh  implies  the  bold  banter ;  and  to  Mr.  Mc*Diarmtd'  the  sur- 
g^eiiy  they  gtiTe  the*  name  of  7*ooA/oo  or  the  reindeer^  on  account 
df  the  lightness  and  agility  of  his  tactions. 
'  With  the  return  of  the  sun,  the  officers  were  enabled  to  extend 
their  excursions  farther  into  the  country,  and  Commander  Ross 
was  sometimes  absent  from  the  ship  for  three  or  four  days  toge- 
ther ;  in  fact  the  whole  extent  of  geographical  discovery  was 
accomplished  by  that  officer,  Capt.  Ross  himself  taking  nb  part 
nor  interfering  in  the  slightest  degree  in  any  of  the  expeditions 
that  were  planned  for  penetrating  into  the  interior  of  the  country. 
We  shall  have  occasion  in  a  subsequent  part  of  this  work  to  eiH 
targe  upon  the  most  extraordinary  and  contradictory  CTidence, 
which  was  given  on  this  subject  before  the  committee  of  the 
Home  of  Commons,  by  Capt.  Ross  and  his  nephew,  in  which  each 
of  them  gave  a  statement  so  diametrically  opposite  to  the  other, 
and  80  varying  in  some  of  the  most  essential  points  appertaining 
not  only  to  the  general  conduct  of  the' expedition,  but  «kIso  to  the 
extent  of  the  discoveries  that  had  been  made,  that  it  is  impossi- 
ble for  both  of  them  to  appear  in  the  public  estimation  as  totally 
exonerated  from  falsification ;  at  the  same  time  it  must  be  ad- 
mitted that  the  evidence  of  Capt.  Rossis  corroborated  by'Mf, 
Booth,  whereas  that  of  Commander  Ross  has  nothing  but  his 
own  immediate  affirmation  to  stand  upon.  As  one'  proof  of  the 
extraordinary  discrepancy  which  distinguishes  the  evidence  of 
Capt.  Ross  and  his'nephew;  the  latter  was  asked  if  he  aceom* 
panied  his  uncle  on  the  expedition  to  the  Arctic  seas  as  second 
in  command,  to  which  Commander  Ross  replied,  that'  he  did 
not  go  out  precisely  as  second  in  commandp  but  in  a  great  mea- 
sure sharing  with  Capt.  Ross  the  chief  command,  that  is  to  my. 
he  had  the  entire  direction  of  the  navigation  of  the  ship,  tviik- 
out  being  under  Capt,  Ross"  command. 

To  those  who  have  been  accustomed  to  consider  Capt.  Ross  as 
the  conductor  of  the  expedition,  and  to  whom  all  the  merit  is  to 
be  given,  if  merit  there  be,  of  any  of  the  discoveries  that  were 
made,  the  followingevidonceof-Commander  Ross  will  be  perused 
with  some  surprise. 

Commander    Rors   wa8  asked,    what   was  iho   "^f^p/rfTA^*" 
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ftgjeement  under  which  you  emharked  in  the  ezp^iifiOia^tfith 
Capt.  Rofi9  ?  Thej^  was  no  written  egreement,  no  speoific  agfM*- 
ment,  but  it  wjas  quite  understood  that  having  been  sq  long  ev^ 
ployed  on  former  similar  voyages,  I  beet  understood  the  nattier 
of  the  navigation  of  those  seas,  and  therefiH'e  that  I  should  render 
some  important  assistance  to  him  in  his  undertaking. 

Was, any  stipulation  entered  into  with  Mr.  Booth  lev  yoia 
going  p^sonally  on  the  expedition,  as  a  condition  of  hii^  assisfe 
anee  being  given?  Mr.  Booth  said  to  me,  that  it  depended  mIj 
on  me  whether  or  not  he  would  then  decide  whether  the  expeidi«> 
tien  should  go  or  not.  "  If,^'  said  he,  ''you  decide  that  yon  wili 
aocompany  the  expedition,  I  will  decide  that  the  expedition 
shaJl  go,  but  if  you  hesitate  to  say  whether  you  will  aocompany 
it,  I  must  also  hesitate  to  decide/' 

What  portion  of  the  duties  devolved  upon  you  in  the  progress 
of  the  expedition  ?  The  conduct  of  the  ship  was  entirely  en- 
tnisted  to  my  care.  I  certainly  conducted  the  expedition  from  ite 
emmnene&nent  to  %t$  termination. 

In  the  various  surveys  which  took  place,  what  part  did  you 
take  of  the  geographical  discoveries  made  !  The  whole  extent 
of  geographical  discovery,  is  perhaps,  between  six  and  seven 
hundred  miles  of  new  land ;  out  of  that  six  or  seven  hundred 
miles,  probably  about  two  huodred  miles  were  discovered  by  the 
whole  expedition  in  the  ship  ;  the  remaining  four  or  five  hun- 
dred miles  were  discovered  by  myself,  in  the  conduct  of  parties 
detached  from  the  ship :  those  expeditions  were  severally  plan-^ 
ned  and  conducted  by  myself. 

Capt.  Ross  not  accompanying  you  ?  Capt.  Ross  not  accom'- 
panying  me. 

Did  you  personally  make  the  observations  from  which  you  in- 
&rred  you  had  discovered  the  true  position  of  the  north  magnetic 
pole  ?  I  did ;  for  two  years  previous  to  the  time  I  went  to  the 
magnetic  pole,  I  was  engaged  in  observations,  necessary  to  de- 
termine its  exact  position ;  having  ascertained  and  determined 
that  exact  spot,  I  then  conducted  a  party  to  the  p<»nt  so  deter^ 
mined,  and  there  I  made  a  scries  of  observations,  by  which  \ 
ascertained  that  to  bo  the  exact  position  of  the  magnetic  pole.  * 
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'Ospt.  fHoM  in  «  preTiotts  part  of  the  eVideace,  stated  that  tlie 
nmgnelic  pole,  or  in  other  wcmls,  the  poeitton  where  Ae  hott- 
amital  eenipafli  has  no  power  Of  Ivaf  erring'  to  ^nypartlcnlar  point, 
w inlongiUMle  abont  «R  4V,  and  that  the  area  to  wiiiefa  tiM 
situation  of  it  kaa  been  rednoed,  is  about  one  mile. 

As  all  the  chenantsoMes  connected  with  thedisooverfof  the 
tMs^odtion  of  the  magnetic  pole,  will  l>e  detailed  at  {bllHmgth 
in  awbsequBiitpart  of  this  work,  we  shall  now  letam  to  the 
eaisinlbattflB  tf  tComtnander  Ross,  as  it  will  appear  by  his  ^mi* 
donee,  that  .the  oondiiet  of  the  expedition  was  perftmned  in  a 
most  «9ctraofdinar7  manner,  for  the  Victory  in  some  tdlegree  ive^ 
sendiied  the- town  dl  Brentford,  when  two  kings  sat  on  that  throne, 
wte  were  coeqoal  in  power  and  authority,  and  neither  of  thsas 
ffosponslble  to  the  other  for  his  actions. 

The^ofidense  of  Commander  Ross  thus  continnes,  and  which 
Is  deserving  of  tlie  most  particular  attention. 

Did  you  coodnet  the  obserratiods  in  Qeology,  Natiwal 
History  and  Botany.  Such  obsenrations  as  were  made  nponitbosa 
subfosta  were  >ef  course  conducted  by  myself. 

.Wlien  yon  say  yon  conducted  thom,  do  yon  moan  that  tbey 
wore  corded  to  you  by  Capt.  Ross?  No,  they  came  to  me  as 
a  natuml  psnssqaence,  Iwasthe  only  person  who  at  M  uadif' 
9lood  the  naiure  of  those  suijecis,  but  I  was  not  orderodto  under- 
take them.  •/  never  reeehed  un  order  of  any  kind  from  amf 
psrmm  in  thai  expedition. 

You  say  that  you  and  Capt.  Ross  were  coequal  ?  No,  !I  do  not 
Fay  we  were  quite  coequal.  I  say  I  was  not  under  his  oommand* 
Lttt  I  do  not  me^n  to  Say  I  had  the  same  yoice  as  he  had. 

Yon  did  not  look  upon  yourself  as  under  his  command  !  CMfr« 
tainly  not,  1  would  not  have  gone  out  under  such  circumstanoes. 

Hid  yon  any  acrthority  over  the  men !  I  had,  but  it  was  more 
«f  habit  perhaps  than  any  thing  else. 

Could  yoo  have  changed  the  course  of  the  ship  without  the 
anthaiityof  Capt.  Rosa  I  Yes,  I  have  frequently  done  so,  but  if 
Capt. Ross. bad  theo|^  proper  to  have  found  fault  with  any  thing 
1 4ttd,aU  I  should  have  said  would  have  been,  '^ou  must  in  fature 
eoaduet  the  esipadltiMi  yourself  *' 
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|f  |:qu  i^  ^e  had  diiered»  ;ott.b«ve  nadoobt  wbMi  would 
hvfe  beea^  qb^od  hj  4m^  men  ?  It  would  not  bovo  boM  ngbtia 
n^.  to  have  di^paUHJ  tjbat  poiiU  with  biiii»  I  mmt  dioald  bi^?o 
ihpugbt  proper  to  have  ^oetiened  a  eovmapd  of  the  ships  ^ 
Capt.  Rots  wished  to  aaau|n^  Ibe  comoMuid. 

With  your  experienee  of  naval  mattera  in  caaes  of  danger,  do 
jrou  )fon«idec  it  possible  th^re  should  be  two  officera  of  eoacyial* 
power !  No»  th^  q^Mnma^d  m^sii  devoke  on  one  person. 

Qn  .whom  did  it  dfK^? e  ?  In  ail  oaiea  it  deTOlred  i^peo  tte>  ea. 
respectipj;  the,  conduet  oC  tb^  ship. 

The  cpi^stion  did  not.  ari^e  between  you  and  Capi.  Romi  N^ 
it  waaquitn  qnd^atood  h^we^  ue  before  wi^aailed. 

What  was  understoo4i  That  I  abouldcondpetevMj  tUblf  aiyw 
eelf,  Capt.  Ross  might  hav^  said  if  he  ohoes^  ''  ldoaitnpptee» 
qC  thj[p  or .  that;*  and  then  I  eoald  enLy  have  aaUU  '^  you  Mist 
conduct  it  yourself^  both  cannot  do  so.'* 

Tbat  being  iippossible^.a  de&rence  lolfae  one  or  ibe  other 
k^u^  reqpirec),  wha  paid  the  cbferencMtf  Certaiwiy  I  ehowU 
immediately  have  yieldedf  but  then  firom  that  monmut  I  shodld 
b^w  ceased  V»  compiand,  and  left  him  to  oondnet  the  expedfUon 
himself.  •    i 

From  whom  did  you  consider  your  authoiily  to  nmnneief  F^om 
Mr.  Booth. 

Do  you  account  for  this  divided  authority  in  the  ahiplroili  yenr 
connexioB  with  Mr.  Booth ;  did  you  consider  yourself  as  represent- 
iiig  the  mofe  imipediate  intm^st  of  Mr.  Booth  in  the  ship  f  No, 
not  at  all. 

You  have  said  that  Mr.  Booth  would  net  have  engaged  in  the 
expedition  unless  you  were  a  party  to  it?  f  did  not  say  be  would 
Aot.  I  a^fy  Mpeaied  the  eonvewtmon  between  him  and  myself; 
iie  said  if  I  basitated  to  go,  he  would  hesitate  to  ear  wHMber 
the  expedition  should  g^o  or  not. 

Had  yea  an  opportunity  of  p^ieenal  partioipaHen  in  any 
•p«e^  aojviee  to  th^  eg^edilion,  by  wbieb  yon  consider  tfaattha 
livee  of  the  people  iNn  preaasvedt  I  do  net  know  that  I  should 
iqfiite  say  that  I  did,  hot  oarttfinly  it  wee  essential  to  the  safety 
af  the  people,  that  I  should  leave  them  on  one  oecaeion*    Asoom^ 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


LAtff   VOTiU>E  or  CAPT.-  ftOW. 

jfajr  tiro  of  tko  slrongesiof  the  party » I  ad^«D0^^ti>9rawls 
Ahe  Fur;!»  Biorw^  to  see  wiMher  they  were  there  ^r  no/,  for  had 
't\mj  f§fme  than  wUboat-fiadiap  tha  provisioiiB,  tha  whole  of 
jaeqtly  tha.Mdtelapartj  moat  have  pariahed,  but  by  my  goings  and 
returniDg  with  a  supply  of  provisions,  I  enabled  them  to  reach 
the  Fury's  stores. 

.What  I  would  hava  been  yoar  own  &te  if  you  had  not  found 
the  Furyfastores  }  I  should  still  have  subsisted  on  my  own  perso* 
inaJliaicariions^  but  I  oonld  not  have  rendered  assistanee  to  others. 

The  preservation  of  discipline  was  perhaps  a  cirottmstance 
aidst  necessary  on  such  trying  occasions,  for  the  preservation  of 
tha  lives  of  all  parties  concerned,  soma  cases  of  insiibovdinatioh 
^igbl  have  arisen  probably  f  There  were  trifling  circumstaitees 
of  insubotdination,  but  vary  trifling. 

DiA  wot  Capt.  Roas  himself  on  those  oeeasions  exiert  a  eon- 
lyroUiag  power! 

,  .:Tb^.aeldam  want  to  Capt  Ross,  they  genqrally  came  to  me. 
r  iDoryte  net  vacollect  any  case,  in  which  Capt,  Ross  azaited 
Jas'  oantBsHing  power  under  mther  trying  ciroumstancetf }  1 
femember  one  eircumeianee,  after  we  had  abandoned  ow  diip 
in  which  Capt.  Rosa  did  exert  his  controlling  power,  but  it  was 
onty.on  OM  oosasaion. 

Was  not  very  prompt  decision  necessary  on  that  occasion? 
Yes,  certainly. 

State  what  Capt.  Ross  did  upon  the  occasion  f  I  was  not  pre* 
sent  upon  that  occasion,  .and  only  heard  of  it,  I  am  not  aware 
of  the  circumsieuiGOS. 

We  shall  give  a  iiiU  account  of  this  circumstance  in  iis  proper 
placoj  when  the  reason  of  Comaiander  Ross  for  not  giving:  an 
explicit  answer  to  the  question  proposed  to  him,  will  be  at  ohc^ 
apparent.  As  it  is  now  given,  it  carries  with  it  the  appearance 
of  a  direct  evasion ;  he  was  fully  aware  of  the  cireumstances-^ 
he  was  also  aware  that  Capt.  Ross  exerted  his  power  on  the 
occasion,  but  when  pressed  by  a  mantber  of  the  committee, 
to  state  the  conduct  .of  CapU  Ross,  he  avadea  the,  question  by 
deelariiig  that  ba  was  aot  present,  and  therefore  waa  not  awarA 
pf  the'  cirqumstaaces.    This  is  however  not  the  only  ease  ill 
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i#hMi  a  deckkd  indkpoailion  was  diown  togire  the  iofovoMition 
Yihioh  was  required,   and  in  soma  lastancea  wharo    it  was 
literally  impossible  that  aay  igaoiance  ahouid  eaist;  tiM.  motif e 
is  obtious,  bnt  wb^e  a  grant  of  money  was  adred    from  the 
lie  purse  for  the  performance  of  some  eminent  serviee,    the 
public  had  a  right  to  demand  to  know  the  fttli  extent  of  that 
service,  and  any  attempt   at  concealment  of  tony  infcrmlition 
en  which  the  claim  to  remuneration  or  reward  was  founded, 
shtald  faaYO  been  visited  by  withholding  the  reoommeDdatien  to 
4li»  House  of  Comokons  to  advance  the  sum  proposed,  until 
such  time  as  the  information  had  been  given.     We  shall  say 
more  respecting  the  proceedings  befiore  the  committee  of  the 
House  of  Commons,   when  the  immediate  eireunMtanees  for 
which  it  was  appointed,  come  under  our  consideration.     In  the 
mean  time  howev^  we  shall  proceed  to  expose  tfe  contra- 
dictory evidence  which  was  given  by  Commander  Ross  and 
Capt.  Ross,  respecting  the  actual  comidaiid  of  the  expedition, 
ii^- according  to  the  evidence  of  the  former  he  did  noli  con- 
sider himself  under  the   command  of  Capt.  Ross,  emd-^liat 
he  was  in  fiict  so  far  independent  of  him,  that  if  Capt.  Ross  had 
Interfiired  in  any  of  his  regulations  or  conduct,  be  would  have 
seceded  from  the  management  of  the  expedition  altogether;  '  On 
tUs  subject  however  the  two  commanders  could  net  possibly 
have  understood  each  other,  or  they  must  have  assumed  one 
tcharacter  on  board  the  Victory,  and  another  in  the  committee 
room  of  the  House  of  Commons.     We  certainly  do  know  Irom 
our  own  sources  of  private  information,  that  Commander  Ross 
aV'fitr  as  the  discoveries  extended,  not  only  geographical,  but 
"ftollasophioal,  was  the  life  and  soul  of  the  expedition,  and  that 
had  it  not  been  for  his  scientific  observations,  the  Standard  o 
William  the  Fourth  would  net  have  been  planted  on  the  trus 
positidn  of  the  raagnetio  pole;  Capt.  Ross  admits  in  his  evi- 
dence, that  he  was  not  within  forty  miles  of  it,  but  perhaps  the 
isoimtyy  would  have  entertained  a  higher  opinion  of  his  personal 
energy  and  professional  talent,  bad  he  gathered  the  laurels  of  the 
discoverf  himsslf,  and  thereby  given- tftnuoftalrty  to  his  name. 
With  the  view  of  confirming  or  refuting  the  evidence  of  Corn- 
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Bow  ia  wgaid  to  the  xaak,  which  1^  held  oik  board  xi» 
\k^09y,  KitifU  Ro$9  was  rA-^xBsnioed  by  the  committee,  aod  ibe 
fitatufooetiaD  fket  woo  put  to  him  wnsi 

Widtt  reji^  rto  the  command  loT  the  expoditioii>  yon  coooidof • 
od  yeonelfiin  command  from  begiimiog  to  end  I    Certainly. 

Did  yon  eonisider  yourtelf  in  command  <^  Cooamondor  Rosa  an 
wdl  no  the  odfaorai    Certainly. 
You  conaidorod  Mm  as  mider  ytnxt  orders  ?    Yea* 
Did  miy  agieomont  take  plaee  between  yon  and  him  holbm 
yoa>  started  ?     No,  he  aaid  that  he  would  agree  to  the  agroomoot 
but  tl  wnanover  pat  into  ^xeoulion*  < 

WhatWiia  the  underotaading  ?  The  undoiotanding  was,  that 
he  was  to  go  aa  aeeond  in  command* 

Ltwaa  not  a  jont  command!  Not  in  my  idoa»  certainly^  i 
wecdd  noaor  enter  on  a  joint  command  with  any  one;  theie  can 
bttt  be  one  eommander  on  board  a  ship. 

When  Gommander  Roas  left  the  ship,  din  he  go  aocording  to 

his  own  direction!     I  gave  him  unlimited  power  to  do  as  hp 

found  4>0bir>  for  that  mfustelvrays  be  done  in  an  unknown  r^ieii. 

The  authority  omnnoted  from  you  i    Yes*  he  could  not  hare 

gone  without  my  pernrission. 

Had,  throughout  the  expedition,  CmnoMmder  Ross  the  Com* 
mand  of  the  ship !  Neter,  but  under  my  orders,  I  allowed  him 
to  do  the  duty  as  first  Lieutenant^  I  gave  him  the  comnand, 
which  I  conceive  a  first  Lieutenant  ought  to  have,  but  he  has  no 
right  to  say  that  he  had  a  joint  command  with  me* 

The  first  Lieutenant  of  a  king's  ship  takes  the  eommasd !  Yes 
and  carries  on  the  duty.  I  had  other  things  to  do  in  lOafigr 
reapecU,  ttnd  he  had  power  to  work  the  ship,  and  pat  her  about 
without  TOferoAco  to  mo* 
The  responsibility  rested  with  you !  Yes, 
Was  he  amenaUo  to  you  for  disobedience  of  orders!  It 
would  have  been  mntiny. 

Do  you  tfamk  it  possible  that  Commander  Ross  should  have 
imagined  he  had  an  indopendant  command !  It  was  in^>ossiblQ. 
he  most  have  known  discipline  better  than  to  suppose  there 
eoold  be  two  commanders  in  one  ship. 
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Did'  <?emtDidtkder  RbM  ever  assert  an  independeiioe  of  j^m 
o<>ttMUidf  There  treVe  cireumdtiliicM  of  that  nature  arosey  but 
I  immediateiy  took  that  part  whioh  prevented  their  recttfmnce. 

Yon  nnifbnnly  asserted  yoar  own  authority  as  the  oommander 
t>f  the  ehip^  Yes,  in  every  ease,  when  it  came  to  a  despeiate 
case>  I  tntw  the  necessity  of  taking  nobody's  advice^  and  acted 
on  my  ovrn  decision.  I  never  asked  him  a  question  except  on 
tome  rods,  whether  to  goon  this  or  that  side:  I  refer  to  the  period 
when  we  abandoned  the  ship;  it  was  life  and  death  with  jw  theti, 
and  I  fonnd  I  was  more  called  on  to  uphold  my  authenly  than 
I  had  been  before,  and  I  was  always  present  with  the  people^ 
In  the  other  case  it  was  necessary  to  give  Oommander  Ross  more 
command,  because  he  was  absent  from  me  with  part  of  the  ore^v* 
There  was  one  partieillair  instance  when  the  men  demanded  to 
know  what  I  was  going  to  do,  and  1  said  I  would  not  eondescettd 
to  tell  them»  but  they  were  to  obey  my  orders,  and  that  the  first 
man  that  reftised  it  must  answer  for  the  consequences^  and  I  heerd 
no  more  df  it.  .. .        .  ^ 

He  received  no  distinct  authority  from  Mr.  Booth  f  None  what- 
ever,  he  does  not  even  know  of  my  agreements  with  Mr,  Booth, 
he  never  saw  them. 

The  expeditions  he  undertook  were  undertaken  at  your  sugges- 
tion? Entirely  of  my  suggestion,  he  did  not  even  know  Mr. 
Booth  until  I  introduced  him. 

Had  Commander  Ross  refused  to  accompany  you,  should  you 
have  gone  i  I  should. 

Would  Mr.  Booth  have  consented  f  Certainly  he  would. 

It  is  impossible  to  reconcile  the  evidence  of  Capt.  Ross  and 
Commander  lloss  on  any  grounds  of  even  comparative  truth,  and 
certainly  had  the  latter  been  able  to  make  out  his  case  according 
to  the  testimony  which  he  gave,  there  scarcely  rentains  a  doubt 
that  the  proposed  grant  would  not  have  been  recommended  by  the 
committee,  for  it  would  have  divested  Capt.  Ross  of  the  principal 
fcature  of  his  claim.  The  following  examination  of  Mr.  Booth 
will  shew  that  Commander  Ross  must  have  been  actually  labour- 
ing under  a  delusion,  in  supposing  that  any  authority  was  dele 
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gated  to  him  by  that  gentleman,  or  that  he  was  to  be  considered 
in  the  slightest  degree  as  holding  an  independent  command  in 
the 'ship.  The  evidence  of  Mr.  Booth  is  altogether  interesting, 
as  it  throws  considerable  light  upon  the  origin  of  the  expedition* 
at  tbe  same  time  that  it  places  him  in  the  rank  of  the  most  ma* 
nificent  patrons  of  science  which  this  country  has  produced. 

Being  asked  if  he  entertained  any  objection,  to  state  the  cir- 
cumstances which  first  induced  him  to  undertake  the  charge  of 
the  enterprise,  which  Capt.  Ross  commanded,  he  replied,  not  in 
the  least.    I  had  known,  he  said,  Capt.  Ross  for  some  years,  and 
I  imdertook  it  for  the  credit  of  the  country,  and  to  serve  Capt, 
Ross,  thinking  that  he  was  slighted  in  his  former  expedition ; 
and  on  account  of  some  ill-natured  reports  which  were  circulated 
anonymously  against  him,  I  conceived  that  there  was  a  cloud 
hung  over  him,  and  he  was  anxious  for  the  opportunity  of  going 
out  again.     The  first  time  he  applied  to  me,  we  were  looking 
over  the  globe,  and  he  was  explaining  to  me  what  he  had  done 
before;    I  felt  interested  that  all  discoveries  should  be  made 
by  our  countrymen,   and  I  really  was  then  excited,    and  was 
sorry  that  another  expedition  was  not  appointed  to  go  out  to 
explore  the  northern  regions.     He  said  he  should  like  very  much 
to  have  the  opportunity  of  going  out  again,  but  that  govern- 
ment wouId*not  send  out  another  expedition.    I  said,  I  regreted 
very  much  if  that  were  the  case,  but  did  he  know  it  for  a  cer- 
tainty?    He  said,  not  exactly,  but  I  will  endeavour  to  ascertain. 
He  then,  I  believe,  had  some  private  communication  with  Lord 
Melville,  whether  he  thought  they  should  do  so  or  not,  (this  was 
in  the  year  1827,)  and  Lord  Melville  said,  there  was  no  intent- 
ion, at  present  of  sending  out  any  further  expeditions,  but  he 
could  not  say  what  they  might  do  hereafter.     Capt.  Ross  then 
said,  I  should  like  very  much  to  go  out  again,  and  I  think  I 
could  do  it  at  a  small  expense:  I  said,  well  then,  put  down, 
and  let  me  see  what  you  call  a  small  expense.     He  afterwards 
brought  mo  a  paper  containing  his  calculations,  making  it  about 
£10,000,  I  Raid,  I  should  have  no  objection  to  advance  £10,000, 
if  that  be  the  utmost  sura  required,  but  I  said,  I  will  not  engage 
in  it,  because  there  is  £20,000  reward  for  any  person,  who  shall 
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^ifl|;!Qyer  th^  passage,  and  it  would  look  very  ipuch  as  though 
J  had  an  object  in  view.  I  think  it  wa$  a  twelvemontK  after 
that  he  came  to  me  and  said,  now  it  is  all  over,  the  reward  of 
£20,000  is  done  away  with,  and  there  is  no  chance  of  an  expe- 
dition going  out  again.  I  then  said  to  him,  I  am  glad  of  it, 
and  that  if  he  wanted  me  to  assist  him  I  was  willing  to  do  so ; 
he  was  amazingly  delighted ;  on  which  I  told  him^^  I  will  assist 
you,  but  remember  it  must  be  in  the  utmost  confidence,  and  I 
will  not  do  anything  that  is  inimical  to  government.  I  asked 
him,  how  we  could  find-  out  whether  that  would  meet  their 
approbfition,  unless  he  were  to  mention  the  whole  circum^ 
stance,  and  I  ^aid  I  shall  not  do  anything  unless  it  is  kept  a 
profound  secret.  He  then  informed  me  that  Lord  Melville 
was  his  friend,  and  he  thought  he  could  mention  it  to  him  in 
confidence,  and  ask  him  if  there  would  be  any  objection  to  a 
private  individual  fitting  out  such  an  expedition, Lord  Melville's 
answer  wa^  that  he  could  not  see  any  objection,  and  that  if 
there  w^re  ai^y  small.things  lying  at  Woolwich  from  the  former 
fixpedition,  that  would  be  of  service  to  him,  he  should  like  veiry 
much  to  forward  his  views.  It  was  suggested  there  should  be 
two  ships  and  a  second  was  fitted  out,  (the  John,)  but  the  crew 
of  that  vessel  mutinied  in  consequence  of  the  great  delay  that 
had  ocoarred,  Mid  they  proceeded  on  without  her ;  the  proceeds 
from  the  sale  of  this  vessel  were  £1800,  therefore  my  advance 
DOW  rests  between  £17,000  and  £18,000.  During  the  absence 
of  the  expedition  I  maintained  the  men's  wives,  expended  about 
£38(tfi  which  has  been  since  stopped  from  the  men  out  of  the 
payment,  which  has  been  made  to  them  by  government. 

A  xnfinber  of  the  committee  here  asked  Mr.  Booth,  To  whom 
4id  joa.give  the  qommand  of  the  expedition !  To  Captain  Ross. 

Captain  Ross  was  the  sole  commander  I  Yes,  he  was  the  sole 
commaiider,  with  liberty  to  appoint  whom  he  pleased  under  him ; 
I  only  said,  let  them  be  men  who  will  be  of  great  service.  I 
}eft  the  ]coffaoiand  entirely  to  him* 

.  JQid  you  make  any  stipulation  that  Commander  Ross  should 
jiocompany  him !  No,  it  was  the  wish  of  his  uncle,  which  I 
ibooght  a  very  natural  one;  his  unple  said,  he  was  not  doing  any 
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tfaiagt  aad  was  a  cleref  jomig  bimi,  and  if  I  bad  ao  ofagaetios, 
be  should  lika  bim  to  aoeompMiy  him,  sa  it  asight  obtatB  hia 
proasotion. 

Had  Commaader  Ross  refused  ta  go,  would  you  baw  saat^o 
aKjp^ditioD !    Certainly  I  should.  ' 

If  Captain  Back  bad  been  seleeted  by  Capt.  Rosa,  would  h^ 
have  been  equally  acoeptaUa  to  70U  ?  Most  uudoobtadly ;  i  left;  K 
to  Capt.  Ross  to  appoiat  whom  be  pleased  to  aoeonipatty  him. 
With  regard  to  Commander  Ross,  after  I  was  introduced  to  htm, 
I  told  him  I  was  delighted  to  think  he  was  going,  ha  haring^been 
out  in  the  former  expedition^  and  having  been  in  the  Fury  wheii 
she  was  lost,  I  thought  he  would  be  of  infinite  serrice  to  the 
expedition. 

The  result  of  the  eyidence  of  Mr.  Booib  must  be  conaidarwl 
as  a  direct  corroboration  of  that  giTOn  by  Capt.  Rasa,  and  con- 
sequently a  full  contradiction  to  that  which  was  grven  by  Com- 
mander  Ross.  It  eatablishes  the  point  irfafulably ,  that  Capt.  Rodb 
was  in  possession  of  the  chief  and  sole  command  of  tlie  expedf* 
tjon,  and  that  CiOmmander  Ross  couU  not  regard  himself  ui  anjr 
othei  character  than  that  of  a  suboidinata  officer. 

To  return  to  our  narration  of  the  ^qiedition;  on  Aa  Sftth  tHe 
weather  being  moderate,  with  light  winds  from  the  S.S;W.;  h 
party  of  Esquimaux  were  observed  approaching  the  ship,  but  as 
it  was  not  the  intention  of  Capt.  Ross  that  they  should  come  on 
hoard,  he  with  Mr.  Mc*Diarmid  set  out  to  meet  them,  and 
accompanied  them  back  to  their  huts,  with  the  eieaplion  df 
Tullooachiu,  who  had  privately  brought  an  arrow  as  a  picaeaa 
to  one  of  the  crew.  He  was  allowed  to  proceed  to  tho  ship 
where  he  staid  about  thtee  hours,  amusing  the  crew  wtA  soma 
of  his  antics  on  his  wooden  leg,  en  which  he  now  app^fafed*is 
be  as  completely  at  home  aa  en  bis  natural  one. 

On  the  arrival  of  the  party  ai  lim  huts,  not  a  single.  naiMfe  vratk 
to  be  seen,  for  with  the  felui»af  tliesim,  the  ishing  season  had 
also  commenced,  and  the  seida  ^bagan  to  emerge  fiwai  their  ssi^ 
marine  dwellings  to  take  their  enslemuy  rambles  on  the  ice. 
For  the  purpose  of  antieiag  tbeseals  to  a  particular  place,  thb 
Esquimaux  make  a  large  hsie  in  the  ice,  in  the  innnediataf 
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viemly  of  which  they  sit  cowering  with  a  patience  that  might 
nerve  as  an  example  to  the  juvenile  angler ;  for  the  uirinitiated 
observer  would  take  the  form  of  the  Esquimaux,  to  be  some  fixed 
mi  unehapen  mass,  having  neither  life  nor  animation,  so  intent  is 
the  anxious  creature  in  watching  every  motion  of  the  water,  with 
the  hope  of  beholding  the  projecting  snout  ol  the  animal,  which 
is  to  fornlsh  so  dainty  a  meal  to  the  fortunate  captor. 

Notwithstanding  the  many  rebufi  which  the  Esquimaux  had 
endured  relative  to  their  reception  on  board  the  ship,  not  a  day 
elapsed  aoaroely  without  some  of  them  paying  a  visit,  and  bring- 
ing with  them  some  of  their  manufiictured  articles,  apparently 
with  the  view  of  being  restored  to  the  fitvour  and  the  privileges 
which  they  had  formerly  enjoyed.  On  the  dlst,  a  great  number 
came  to  the  ship,  amongst  whom  was  the  mother  of  TuUooachiu, 
a  very  aged  woman,  whose  chief  intent  in  visiting  the  vessel  was 
to  obtain  a  sight  of  the  individual,  who  had  rendered  her  son 
■neh  an  essenUal  service  by  the  manu&cture  of  the  wooden  leg. 
Tb^  carpenter  was  no  sooner  pointed  out  to  her,  than  the  aged 
ladjr  threw  her  anna  around  him,  and  began  the  c^^nony  of 
koonigtng^  with  as  much  fervour  and  ardour  as  she  might  have 
evinoed  in  her  more  juvenile  days ;  she  fondled  over  him  as  if 
he  had  been  some  dear  relative,  whom  she  had  not  seen  for 
a  lapse  of  years,  and  in  her  wild  unsophisticated  manners  the 
.observer  of  human  nature  might  have  learned  the  lesson,  that 
the  virtue  of  gratitude  belongs  not  exclusively  to  the  civilized 
oreatore,  but  that  it  is  equally  to  be  seen  in  its  genuine  brightness 
ifl  the  enow  hut  of  the  Esquimaux,  or  the  wigwam  of  the  Indian. 

This  day  being  the  eabbath,  the  crew  were  called  to  divine 
aerviee  at  10  o'clock,  and  in  their  absence  the  female  part  of  the 
tribe.i0|uyned  to  their  hutey  but  the  moa  remained,  and  as  soon 
as  the  service  was  over,  they  joined  die  sailors  on  the  ice  .{> laying 
with  them  at  foot*bali  and  leapfrog,  and  certainly  nothing  could 
be  more  Indierooa  than  their  mde  attempts  at  jumping  in  the  latter 
g^ne,  in  whidi  they  were  giofttly  impeded  by  the  particular 
make  of  their  clothes,  whkdi  would  not  |)ermit  them  to  take  the 
necessary  stride  with  their  legs,  so  as  to  clear  the  back,  over 
which  they  had  to  jump.    It  must  also  be  supposed  that  the 
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sailore  were  not  sparing  in  their  tricks  upon  them,  for  which 
reason  they  were  often  seen  rolling  ovef  and  over  like  the  bears 
of  their  country,  and  by  their  extreme  awkwardness^  alTording 
an  infinite  fund  of  amusement  to  the  misehieToos  crew.  In  the 
game  of  foot-ball  the  slippery  nature  of  the  ice  occasioned  many 
disasters,  and  in  the  extreme  eagerness  of  the  natives  to  obtain  a 
kick  at  the  ball,  they  often  met  with  those  accidents,  which  were 
well  calculated  to  excite  the  risibility  of  their  playmates^  but 
in  their  turn  they  had  often  a  laugh  at  the  sailors,  when  they 
stumbled  into  a  pool  of  water,  or  were  laid  sprawling  on  the 
ground^  from  their  inability  to  maintain  their  footing  on  the 
slippery  surfaoe*  When  the  games  were  concluded,  the  sailors 
requested  lea^e  to  aecottipany  the  natives  to  their  huts,  but  a 
decided  refusal  was  giveh.  The  bearing  of  the  huts  from  tbs 
ship  was  direct  north  east>  but  although  they  were  permitted  to 
take  ^n  excursion  into  the  oountry,  they  were  directed  to  bend 
their  course  south  west.  They  however  were  no  sootier  out  of 
sight  of  the  ship,  than  they  gradually  veered  roitnd  towards  the 
south  and  the  east,  until  they  <ame  isb  *igbt  of  the  hots,'  but  for 
fear  k>f  .detection  they  dared  not  venture  into  their  immediate 
vicinity*  Whilst  they  were  taking  a  view  of  the  wide  and 
desolate  region  around  them,  they  perceived  a  dog  belonging  to 
the  Esquimatix  barking  at  something  behind  a  bank  of  snow,  on 
which  one  of  the  females  proceeded  from  the  hut  to  ascertain  ttie 
cause  of  the  violence  of  the  dog,  when  she  discovered  it  to  be  a 
t>ear  in  his  winter  harbour,  which  immediately  made  towards  her, 
and  seized  her  by  the  leg;  fortunately  the  natives  came  to  her 
assistance,  and  she  escaped  from  her  petiloiis  situation  with  only 
a  slight  wound  on  her  head.  The  Esquimaux  were  not  loAg  In 
despatching  the  ferooteus  aaitnal,  and  ^tf  bore  him  home  in 
trfaunjph* 
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T%B  following  is  the  scale  of  the  Temperature  of  th^  exterior^ 
Atmosphere  for  the  month  of  January  18S0* 
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The  month  of  Fobmaiy  8et  id  with  an  ioteosity  of  cold» 
-whiob  procMed  almost  oFOiy  kind  of  out  door  work ;  the  ice 
WM  ibupd  to  be  6  feet  and  a  half  in  thiekneBS ;  and  at  one  parti- 
4sidai  time^  the  thermometer  was  45  degrees  below  Zero,  making 
77  degreea  below  the  freezing  point.  In  spite  however  of  the 
inclemency  of  the  weather,  the  Esquimaux  visited  the  ship 
eveiy  day^  and  on  one  occasion  the  man  accompanied  them>  who 
•tQle  an  artide  from  the  cabin,  but  he  performed  the  act  with 
90  much  dexterity  that  the  loss  was  not  discovered  until  some 
time  after  bis  departure  from  the  ship.  He  now  came  with  his 
&ce  bound  up,  and  evidently  suffering  under  great  pain.  Capt.  Ross 
considered  this  to  be  a  good  opportunity  to  obtain  restitution  of 
the  stolen  property,  and  he  worked  upon  the  credulity  of  the 
thief,  by  assuming  the  character  of  the  physician,  and  after 
pretending  to  inspect  the  diseased  part,  and  performing  some 
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Mlfef  6r%he  tdm  fboterietf  which  are  ena<^ted  by  th«  iMBnters  of 
the  tnedieal  prcrifessToii  in  the  enlightened  lehind  of  England, 
he  very  gravety  informed  his  patient  that  his  malady  was  to  be 
attributed  t^  no  other  cause  than  that  of  having  purloined  ati 
ttftiele  whieh  did  not  belong  to  him,  and  that  his  sufferifigs  were 
to  be  considered  as  a  direct  punishment  for  so  flagitious  an  act. 
Tfke  cure  however  came  next  into  consideration,  and  althongfl 
Capt.  Rbss  put  on  the  portentous  gravity  of  the  physician,  con^ 
tractitig  his  eyebrows  and  appearing  as  if  he  were  tfavnhifig  of 
Mvtng  the  world  from  a  second  deluge,  so  absttacted  did  he 
^iand  !n  "thought,  yet  he  differed  from  the  practice  of  the  Engiieh 
f)hysidan8,  t6f  his  prescription  referred  not  to  either  an  emetic  or 
£ii  aperient  bolus,  but  he  informed  his  wonder-stricken  patient, 
Ihat  no  chance  whatever  remained  of  his  recovery  until  he  had 
restored  the  stolen  property,  on  the  contrary  that  his  pains  would 
Ineretiitf  daily  in  their  poignancy,  and  he  would  be  rendered  for 
errer  after  incapable  of  killing  a  seal  or  enjoying  the  flavor  of 
Ihj^  ifeiAi  of  the  rib  of  a  walrus.  These  Capt.  Ross  knew  to 
be  twb  of  the  greatest  privations,  which  an  Esquimaux  can 
tmdergo>  %fid  be  therefore  politically  selected  them,  as  most 
likely  to  work  upon  the  ignorance  and  credulity  of  the  untutored 
savage,  who  after  having  looked  upon  him  for  some  minutes  with 
the  eye  of  astomsbment,  mingled  with  an  expression  of  fear, 
daKed  away,  and  taking  the  direction  of  the  huts,  was  soon  out 
of  sight.  A  patient  of  this  kind  would  cut  a  sofry  figuf^  withfh 
the  baits  of  mortality  of  the  metropolis,  or  rather  a  pbyMciata 
within  the  same  district  would,  indeed,  cut  a  most  lamentable 
appearance  if  his  patient  after  receiving  his  advice  and  pre^l1|^- 
tion,  instead  of  lodging  a  sovereign  in  the  palm  of  hie  hand,  were 
to  take  to  his  heels,  and  in  the  most  unceremonious  mannev  leave 
him  to  the  enjoyment  of  his  own  company.  If  faoweter '  tile 
talent  and  ability  of  a  physician  are  to  be  estimated  acconling 
to  the  efficacy  of  his  preseriptions,  no  one  has  a  greater  right  to 
boast  of  his  socccss  than  Capt.  Ross,  in  the  effect  which  his 
prescription  prodnced  upon  the  Esquimaux,  for  in  a  very  short 
time,  hid  patient  was  observed  hastening  towards  the  ship,  and  on 
being  admitted  into  the  presence  of  Capt.  Ross,  he  delivered  to 
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btia  ihe  tlolea-  pcdperty^  and  tbe  joy  of  tbe  vakUidiptripta  w«f 
already  s^mi  beamiag  on  his  coanteaance,  for  bit  ccmfidemv^ 
was  fio  greaA  in  the  prescriptive  powers  of  the  captain  that  i^ 
doiibt  whatever  rested  on  bis  mind  of  his  cure  being  completed, 
SciU  bpwever  he  had  no  idea  of  having  made  all  the  amends  in 
hm  power  lor  hi»  dishonest  action,  without  being  suitably 
rewarded  for  it;  it  was  true  that  he  was  to  be  cured  of  kis 
malady  bj  tbe  reetitution  of  the  property^  but  that  with  him 
wasiiotalUsuiBcient ;  the  act  in  his  opinion  deserved  some  fi^rther 
reward,  for  as  it  was  by  no  means  one  of  eomfmlsion^  but  of  his 
ewn  free  will,  it  followed  according  to  his  mode  of  reasonipg, 
that  as  tbe  original  owner  of  the  article  appearad  to  plaiee  ^ 
great  value  upon  il>  it  would  only  be  becoming  and  just  in  hijB]^ 
to  reward  the  individual  well,  who  had  been  the  means  of 
TCMrtaria^  it  to  his  posse«iSton.  v,  - 

A  p6r0on  of  his  particular  propensity,  could  nel  bo  supp^psed 
tobea  vsfy  weleomo  visitor  on  board  the  ship,  aiid- ther^&ro 
l|ie  property  waa  no  sooner  recovered  from  Mm,  thaia  he*vffLS  ^ 
Utely  eseorted  out  of  the  vessel,  during  which  ceremony,  JieH^oi^f- 
tinned  to  mumble  some  words  to  himself,  the  meaitifig  ef  whioh 
however  coold  not  be  defined  by  those,  who  had  the^  obaige  df 
him,  but  he  ooetrived  by  his  gestures,  to  make  them  understand 
that  be  expected  a  reward  for  his  act  of  honesty*  They  bowevi^ 
oa  the  other  hand,  contrived  to  convey  the  information  to  him, 
that  it  was  a  kind  of  act,  which  was  not  rewarded  in  the  country 
to  which  they  belonged,  and  forther  that  he  would  never  be 
allowed  to  come  on  board  the  vessel  again.  Notwithstanding 
however  the  great  pain  which  he  was  suffering,  he  lingered  about 
the  ship* expecting  that  the  reward  would  be  tendered,  but  finding 
that  bia  expectations  were  not  likely  to  be  realized,  he  walked 
mlkily  away,  not  very  well  pleased  with  himself  in  having 
given  up  the  property,  without  first  bargaining  fur  an  adequate 
reward,  and  very  much  displeased  indeed  with  those  who  could 
act  so  unjustly  and  dishonourably,  as  not  to  remunerate  an  indi- 
vidual for  so  distinguished  an  act  of  probity  and  honesty*  It 
happened  however  that  an  assuagement  of  bis  pain  took  plaoe 
on  the  following  day,  which  in  a.  certain  degree  reconciled  him 
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for  the  lo6fl  of  the  property,  and  tended  to  couviooe  hioi  that  bis 
cure  was  principally  owing  to  the  aurrender  of  it  to  its  proper 
owner. 

Although  the  thermometer  stood  at  40  and  42  below  Zero,  the 
men  were  employed  on  shore  in  digging  gravel,  for  the  purpose 
of  strewing  it  upon  the  canal,  which  as  a  work  of  utility  was  con- 
sidered of  very  trifling  value,  but  as  one  of  exercise  for  the  pre- 
servation of  the  health  of  the  crew,  might  be  extremely  proper 
and  judicious. 

The  cold  may  at  this  time  be  considered  to  have  been  at  its 
greatest  intensity,  the  thermometer  varying  from  40  to  45° ;  but 
^till  the  Esquimaux  visited  the  ship  daily,  although  the  treat- 
ment which  they  now  received  was  very  different  to  that  which 
was  shown  towards  them  on  their  first  acquaintance ;  in  &ct,  the 
conduct  of  Capt,  Ross  on  this  occasion  is  spoken  of,  not  in  the 
mildest  terms  of  censure,  but  in  those  of  the  most  severe  reproof 
and  disgust.  It  is  admitted  that  one  or  two  of  the  natives  bad 
been  entrapped  in  some  paltry  act  of  theft ;  but  the  experience 
of  Capt.  Ross  must  have  taught  him,  that  thieving  appears  to 
be  as  inseparable  from  every  uncivilized  and  savage  people^  as 
any  other  decided  propensity  of  their  nature.  The  temptation 
to  theft  was  scarcely  to  be  expected  to  be  overcome  by  a  race  of 
people,  who  for  the  first  time  ih  their  life,  beheld  scattered 
around  them,  some  of  the  choicest  articles  of  human  ingenuity, 
and  the  value  of  which  appeared  in  their  eyes  not  to  be  estimated 
by  any  scale  to  which  they  had  hitherto  been  accustomed.  A 
nail  was  to  them  of  great  value, and  it  was  an  article  which  thejr 
could  purloin,  without  the  loss  of  it  being  felt  or  discovered  ; 
taking  into  comparison  however  the  extent  of  the  thefts  which 
the  Esquimaux  committed,  to  those  which  were  perpetrated  by 
the  natives  of  the  Islands  of  the  Pacific  Ocean,  when  first  visited 
by  Capt.  Cook,  it  must  be  admitted  that  the  shades  of  guilt  are 
darker  in  the  Utter  than  the  former.  We  certainly  feel  disposed 
to  acquit  Capt.  Ross  of  all  obduracy  of  hearty  and  are  willing  to 
believe  that  his  treatment  of  the  Esquimaux  was  to  be  attributed 
to  some  cogent  reasons,  which  he  had  imbibed  for  restricting  the 
intercourse  betweep  them  and  his  crew,  but  still  we  know  that 
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he  carried  tfiat  treatment  to  an  unjustifiable  length,  and  thereby 
69q[^osed  himself  to  the  charge  of  great  ingratitude,  in  haying 
obtained  from  them  all  the  information  which  thej  bad  to  give 
him^  relative  to  the  geography  of  their  country ;  in  having  got 
into  his  possession  a  profusion  of  their  articles,  natural  and 
manufactured,  with  a  very  inadequate  return ;  in  having  received 
from  them,  all  the  respect  and  kindness  of  which  their  savage 
nature  w^  capable,  and  then  treating  them  literally  as  if  they 
were  but  a  degree  removed  from  the  bears  of  their  native  land. 
One  of  these  instances  occurred  on  Sunday  the  7th  February, 
when  as  early  as  9  in  the  morning,  a  party  of  the  natives  were 
seen  approaching  the  ship;  the  thermometer  was  then  stand- 
ing at  45^  which  is  the  lowest  degree  marked  upon  it,  bat  reck- 
less of  this  intense  cold,  which,  to  use  one  of  the  terms  of  the 
saitorS,  was  keen  enough  to  cut  them  in  two,  the  natives  plodded 
along,  and  arrived  at  the  ship  about  11,  just  as  the  morning  ser- 
vice was  completed.  Not  one  of  them  however  was  admitted 
OH  board,  nor  any  refreshments  offered  to  the  poor  shivering 
creatutes,  and  to  copy  the  words  of  the  manuscript  before  us, 
^  it  was  heart  breaking  to  see  the  poor  women  with  their  babes 
skulking  under  the  lee  of  a  snow  wall,  where  a  fortnight  ago 
they  were  treated  like  kings  and  queens.*"  They  remained  in 
the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  ship  until  8  o^clock,  and  then  al- 
lowing them  1^  or  Z  hours  to  reach  their  homes  again,  and  the 
same  space  df  time  to  travel  to  the  ship,  making  altogether  a 
•pace  of  ID  hours,  that  these  creatures  were  exposed  to  the  inole- 
mency  ^f  the  weather,  without  the  slightest  sustenance  or  sup* 
port*  Lei  not  the  advocates  of  civilization  preach,  that  it  has  a 
tendency  to  humanize  the  heart,  and  to  call  all  the  finer  chari- 
ties into  active  play:  history  and  experience  contradict  the 
assertion,  for  there  are  often  more  genuine  kindness  and  hospi- 
tality to  be  found  in  the  wigWam  of  the  Indian,  than  in  the 
gorgeous  palaces  of  the  great,  and  we  shall  shortly  have  to  adduce 
an  instance  of  the  conduct  of  the  Esquimaux,  in  contrast  with 
that  of  the  English,  which  will  not  redoutid  in  the  least  to  the 
ciedit  of  the  latter. 

An  Mperiment  was  tried  on  the  8th  and  9th,  for  the  purpose 
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of  trying  the  velocity  of  sound.     Conunander  Ross  repaired  lo 
the  huts  of  the  Esquimaux,  which  were  at  the  distance  of  about 
three  miles  and  a  half  from  the  ship,  and  a  gun  was  fired ;  the 
time  intervening  between  the  flash,  and  the  report  reaching  the 
place  where  Commander  James  had  stationed  himself  was  just 
16  seconds,  making  thereby  the  sound  to  travel  at  the  rate  of 
about  a  mile  in  five  seconds.     On  the  same  day,  the  tempei&tuie 
of  different  parts  of  the  ship  was  tried,    The  lower  deck  in  the 
night  time  when  all  the  fires  were  out,  was  from  32^  to  3S^,  in 
the  day  time  from  SdP  to  40^  but  when  the  process  of  baking  was 
going  on,  the  temperature  of  the  mess  berth  was  seldom  under 
50^,  but  never  higher  than  60^,     In  the  cabin  during  the  day 
time,  the  thermometer  ranged  from  60^  to  7(K>,  and  it  has  been 
known  to  be  as  high  a885<>;  during  the  night  from  12  o'clock  to  7, 
A.M.  from  50^  to  60^.     In  the  steward  s  room,  not  two  yards  from 
the  cabin,  during  the  day  19*  to  20^,  with  very  little  variation 
during  the  night.    This  scale  is  however  very  low  when  com* 
pared  with  the  register  of  the  Hecla,  the  lower  deck  of  which 
was  ordered  to  be  kept  at  75°,  and  never  was  under  00^,  although 
there  was  no  cabin  either  fore  or  aft. 

On  the  10th,  the  cold  was  too  severe  for  any  of  the  crew  to 
venture  outside,  but  still  the  Esquimaux  came  to  the  ship; 
meeting  however  with  no  kinder  reception  than  on  the  preceding 
day,  theif  stay  was  not  of  long  duration.  On  the  following  day, 
some  of  the  men  ventured  to  the  Esquimaux  huts,  but  how 
different  was  the.  treatment,  which  they  experienced  from  that 
which  was  shown  to  them  by  the  English  christians.  Tlie  yaks, 
as  the  sailors  called  the  Esquimaux,  no  sooner  saw  them  approach- 
ing, than  they  hastened  to  meet  them,  showing  them  every  mark 
of  kindness  and  attention  which  the  innate  goodness  and  simpli- 
city of  their  nature  prompted  them  to  perform.  They  brushed 
the  snow  off  their  jackets,  and  in  the  most  pressing  manner  invited 
them  into  the  huts ;  certainly  they  had  no  table  to  set  before  their 
high  and  haughty  guests^  laden  with  choice  provisions,  nor 
could  they  pledge  them  in  their  goblets  of  wine,  or  their  bowls 
of  punch,  but  their  manners  bespoke  the  hearty  weloome-^-some 
logs  of  wood  were  placed  on  the  fire,  and  for  the  first  time  were 
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m  iw^y  of  EagUsh  Bailors  the  inmates  of  the  hut  of  an  Esquiuuitix. 
The,  opDortiinity  was  not  lost  of  taking  an  accurate  observatiou 
of  the  method  in  which  the  huts  are  builti  and  particularly  of 
their  interior,  which,  certainly  from  the  offensive  smell  which 
per5£aded  it,  arising  from  the  putrid  masses  of  blubber  which 
lay  in  o&e  part  .of  the  hut,  the  stench  of  the  dogs^  the  cadave  - 
seossaiell  of  the  clothing  of  the  natives,  with  some  other  nameless 
oircumfitapoes,  rendered  the  whole  an  abode  by  no  means  agree- 
able or  inviting,  ^ 

TJie  hute  w^re  built  on  the  banks  of  a  small  river,  and  their 
construction  is  comjooenoed  by  tracing  out  a  circle  of  about  12 
feet  in  diameter.     The  snow  in  the  interior  circle  is  next  divided 
with  a  broad  knife/  having  a  long  handle,  into  slabs  three  feet 
long,  six  inches  thick  and  two  feet  deep,  being  the  thickness 
of  the  layer  of  snow.     These  slabs  are  tenacious  enough  to 
admit,  of  being  moved  about  without  breaking,  or  even  losing 
the  sharjiness  of  their  angles,  and  they  have  a  slight  degree  of 
curvature,  corresponding  with  that  of  the  circle  from  which  they 
are  cut*    They  are  piled  upon  each  other  like  pieces  of  hewn 
stone,  around  the  circle  which  was  traced  out,  and  care  is  taken 
to  smoothen  the  beds  of  .the  different  courses  with  the  knife,  and 
to  cut  them  so  as  to  give  the  wall  a  slight  inclination  inwards,  by 
which  contrivance  the  building  acquires  the  properties  of  a  dome. 
The  dome  is  closed  somewhat  suddenly  and  flatly,  by.  cutting  the 
upoer  slabs  in  a  wedge  form,  instead  of  the  more  rectangular 
shape  .of  those  below.     The  roof  is  about  eight  feet  high,  and 
^the  la^  aperture  is  shut  up  by  a  small  conical  piece ;  the  whole 
is  .biiilt  from  within,   and  each  slab  is  cut  so  that  it  retains 
itspgsition  without  requiring  support,  until  another  is  placed 
beside  it ;  the  lightness  of  the  slabs  greatly  facilitating  the  ope- 
ration.     When  the  building  is  covered  in,  a  little  loose  snow  is 
thrown  over  it  to  close  up  every  chink,  and  a  Low  door  is  cut 
through  the  walls  with  the  knife.     A  bed-place  is  next  formed^ 
and  neatly  faced  up  with  slabs  of  snow,  which  is  then  covered 
with  skins,  or  if  they  are  to  be  obtained,  with  a  thin  layer  of 
branches,  to  prevent  the  snow  melting,  by  the  heat  of  the  body. 
11  ti 
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A  kind  of  porch  is  built  l]iefore  the  door,  and  a  piece  of  etear  ice 
is  placed  in  an  aperture  cut  in  the  wall  for  a  window. 

The  purity  of  the  material  of  which  the  house  is  framed,  the 
elegance  of  its  construction,  and  the  translucencj  of  its  walls, 
which  transmitted  a  very  pleasing  light,  gave  it  an  appearance 
far  superior  to  a  marble  building,  and  h  might  be  surveyed  with 
feelings  somewhat  a-kin  to  those  produced  by  the  contemplation 
of  a  Grecian  Temple;  both  are  temples  of  art,  iniBftitable of 
their  kind. 

Previously  to  the  departure  of  the  saibrn^  the  natives  were 
asked  to  favour  them  with  ad*nce  and  a  song,  although  it  might 
be  supposed  that  the  entertainmeoA  which  had  been  derived  from 
their  exhibition  on  board  the  Victory,  ivas  not  of  that  enlidng 
nature,  as  to  instil  into  them  a  longing^fer  a  repetition  of  it.  It 
was  however  some  gratification  to  observe,  that  the  dttnee  which 
they  now  executed,  was  different  in  its  mottona  and  gestures, 
from  that  which  they  had  witnessed  on  board  the  shtpb  The 
dance  was  begun  by  one  person  placing  himself  in  a  variety  of 
attitudes  accompanied  by  the  most  extraordinary  gestures,  and 
the  most  hideous  distortions  of  countenance*  Like  the  similar 
amusements  of  different  climates,  this  dance  contained  the  inde- 
cent aUnsions,  which  are  well  known  to  form  an  essential  feature 
in  the  dance  of  many  nations  in  other  respects  &r  advanced  in 
civilization.  The  body  was  generally  in  a  stooping  posture, 
ahd  the  hands  resting  upon  the  knees;  after  a  few  minutes,  |be 
performers  began  to  sing  "Amnah,  a;aik,^  and  in  a  very  short  time 
the  second  performer,  who  had  been  looking  at  the  other  in  si- 
lence began,  as  if  inspired,  to  distort  his  iaoe>  and  imitate  the 
indelicate  attitude  of  the  first,  and  soon  after  to  sing  as  chorus, 
"Hejau/  HejauT  After  this  had  continued  with  increasing 
energy  for  ten  minutes,  the  tune  was  suddenly  changed  to  a 
shrill  note,  in  which  the  words  "fVeehee,  Weehee,^  were  uttered 
with  great  rapidity.  They  then  approached  each  other  by  slip- 
ping their  feet  forward,  grinning,  and  in  great  agitation  until 
their  noses  touched ;  the  ceremony  of  kooniging  was  performed, 
and  a  savage  laugh  ended  this  extraordinary  performance. 
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It  is  not  to  be  determined  whether  it  was  the  efect  of  their 
scholastic  education  on  board  the  Victory,  or  whether  it  was  the 
impulse  of  their  own  natural  feeling,  but  there  was  scarcely  a 
sailor,  who  did  not  dtaw  a  comparison  between  the  treatment 
which  they  receiyed  from  the  savage  and  untutored  Esquimaux 
in  their  snow  built  huts,  and  that  which  the  Esquimaux  received 
from  the  tutored  and  civilized  Europeans  in  the  comparatively 
splendid  cabin  of  the  Victory.  Their  visits  were  at  first  most 
welcome ;  their  acquaintance  was  courted,  and  their  good- will 
and  confidence  obtained  by  presents  and  other  distinguished 
acts  of  kindness ;  but  it  would  appear  that  in  this  friendly  and 
charitable  mode  of  action  lurked  the  predominant  principle  of 
self  interest ;  they  had  something  to  communicate  which  might 
lead  to  results  of  the  highest  consequence ;  from  them  was  to  be 
obtained  the  most  correct  information  of  the  geography  of  the 
country  to  the  westward,  on  which  perhaps  the  very  success  of 
the  expedition  depended ;  it  had  been  given  to  the  full  extent  of 
their  knowledge  in  their  rude  and  artless  manner,  the  information 
was  found  to  be  correct,  no  disposition  was  shown  to  mislead  or 
deceive,  and  in  return  for  these  services,  they  were  at  first  caress- 
ed,  and  treated  with  all  the  urbanity  and  kindness  of  the  equal. 
In  proportion  however  as  their  stock  of  information  declined,  and 
every  advantage  had  been  obtained,  which  it  was  possible  to  be 
expected  from  a  people  so  limited  in  their  resources,  and  so  con- 
fined in  their  means  of  knowledge,  a  treatment  was  adopted 
towards  them,  which  did  not  stop  at  mere  unkindness  and  incivi- 
lity, but  it  degenerated  at  last  into  downright  cruelty  and  in- 
humanity. The  plea  that  they  were  inured  to  the  climate,  was 
offered  in  extenuation  of  the  heartless  conduct  in  allowing  them 
to  remain  for  the  space  of  several  hours,  "  skulking  under  the 
lee  of  a  snow  wall,'*  with  the  thermometer  at  about  80°  below  the 
freezing  point,  and  taking  no  more  notice  of  their  helpless  and 
desolate  condition,  than  if  they  had  been  so  many  prowling 
beasts  of  the  country;  witholding  from  them  even  the  benefit  of 
a  little  temporary  warmth  on  board  the  ship,  to  cheer  them  on 
their  homeward  way. 

We  ha\e  not  been  able  to  trace  any  substantial  or  welUfoundod 
ason,  for  the  line  of  conduct  which  Capt.  Ross  thought  proper 
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to  adopt  towards  those  harmless  creatures ;  for  personally  they' 
had  not  offered  any  offence  to  hixn  or  aily  of  his  crew.  It  would 
indeed  be  idle  to  expect  any  very  high,  or  refined  notions  of 
morality  among  a  half  civilized  horde,  but  taking  mto  consider- 
ation the  whole  of  their  conduct,  with  the  strong  and  almost 
irresistible  temptations  to  which  they  were  constantly  exposed, 
they  appeared  to  be  regulated  by  feelings,  that  with  very  few 
exceptions,  did  them  great  credit.  The  affection  between  parents 
and  children,  and  between  man  and  wife  or  wives,  for  they  take 
more  than  one  if  they  can  maintain  them,  was  strongly  marked, 
and  yet  infidelity  on  either  side  appeared  to  be  no  crime ;  the 
ladies  were  by  no  means  shy  of  their  favors,  but  the  previous 
ceremony  was  gone  through,  of  asking  the  consent  of  the  hus- 
band, which  in  no  case  was  refused,  with  this  provision  however, 
that  the  present  which  was  made  on  the  occasion  was  to  become 
his  undisputed  property.  The  only  unfeeling  part  of  their  con- 
duct, (but  which  is  common  to  the  Indians  as  well  as  the  Esqui- 
maux,) is  that  of  forsaking  the  aged  and  helpless,  and  leaving 
them  to  their  fate,  and  the  same  is  the  case  with  regard  to  widows, 
who  are  not  fortunate  enough  to  obtain  a  second  husband.  On 
the  other  hand  it  must  be  observed,  that  the  women  have  much 
more  influence  and  are  more  respected  than  generally  happens  in 
half  civilized  societies,  nor  are  they  subjected  to  that  degree  of 
labour  and  drudgery,  which  usually  prevails  in  them ;  their  duties 
being  generally  confined  to  domestic  concerns,  preparing  skins, 
making  and  repairing  clothes,  cooking  and  taking  care  of  their 
children,  whom  they  suckle  to  the  age  of  three  and  sometimes 
four  years.  The  Esquimaux  women  are  by  no  means  prolific,  a 
family  of  four  children  being  considered  a  large  one ;  nor  does  it 
appear  to  be  a  prevailing  opinion  amongst  these  people,  that  the 
man  is  happy  who  has  his  quiver  full  of  them,  for  as  they  may 
be  considered  to  be  a  wandering  race,  the  transportation  of  a 
large  family  becomes  a  matter  of  serious  consideration.  It  is  the 
scarcity  of  food  which  most  generally  impels  the  Esquimaux  to 
change  their  dwelling,  for  having  little  foresight  or  providence 
for  the  future,  they  seldom  lay  up  such  a  supply  as  to  secure 
them  from  occasional  scarcity. 

An  Esouimaux  is  by  nature  a  glutton;  he  will  devmir  four  or 
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five  pounds  of  seal  or  walrus  flesh  at  a  sitting,  and  during  the 
day,  ten  pounds  will  barely  satisfy  his  rapacious  appetite.  It  is 
highly  probable  that  the  alternate  feasting  and  fasting,  to  which 
.  the  gluttony  and  improvidence  of  these  people  so  constantly 
subject  them,  may  be  the  cause  of  many  of  the  complaints  with 
which  they  are  afflicted,  for  although  they  seem  to  endure  pri- 
vation with  resignation,  yet  they  no  sooner  obtain  a  supply  of 
food,  than  they  eat  to  that  inordinate  degree,  that  they  are  to  be 
seen  lying  in  their  huts,  so  distended  by  the  quantity  of  meat  they 
h'ave  eaten,  as  to  be  scarcely  able  to  move,  and  suffering  consi- 
derable pain  from  the  extreme  repletion.  At  particular  seasons 
of  the  year,  the  seals  become  uncommonly  wild,  the  walrus  has 
quit^d  the  ice«  and  the  reindeer  and  other  migratory  animals 
indigenous  to  the  country,  have  left  the  coasts  to  search  for  a  more 
luxuriant  pasture  deeper  in  the  country.  It  is  then  that  the  Es- 
quimaux desert  their  habitations  and  migrate  to  other  quarters, 
where  the  greater  probability  exists  of  procuring  the  means  of 
subsistence,  and  perhaps  a  more  desolate  object  cannot  be  ima- 
gined than  the  deserted  village  of  the  Esquimaux.  The  interior 
of  the  huts  presents  an  appearance  of  wretchedness,  which  baflies 
all  description;  the  very  snow  which  composes  the  beds  and  fire 
places  is  turned,  in  order  that  the  most  trivial  object  may  not  be 
left  behind  ;  even  the  bare  walls  whose  original  colour  is  scarcely 
perceptible  for  lamp  black,  blood  and  other  filth,  are  not  left 
perfect,  as  large  holes  are  made  in  the  sides  and  roofs,  for  the 
convenience  of  handing  out  the  goods  and  chattels. 

The  sight  of  a  deserted  habitation  is  at  all  times  calculated 
to  excite  in  the  mind  a  sensation  of  dreariness  and  desolation, 
especially,  when  it  has  been  lately  filled  with  cheerful  inhabi- 
tants, but  this  feeling  is  even  heightened  rather  than  diminished, 
when  a  small  portion  of  these  inhabitants  remain  behind  to  endure 
the  extreme  of  wretchedness,  with  the  prospect  of  a  lingering 
torturing  death  before  them,  and  this  is  too  frequently  the  case 
with  the  aged  and  the  infirm,  who  not  being  considered  able  to 
endure  the  fatigues  of  the  journey  to  a  distant  quarter,  are  cruelly 
left  behind  to  seek  for  their  own  maintenance,  in  the  best  possible 
way  whicH  they  ete  able,     Capt.  Pdrry  mentions  an  instance  of 
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this  kind,  in  which  an  old  man  and  his  wife  were  left  behindi 
without  any  lamp  or  a  single  ounce  of  meat  belonging  to  them, 
while  three  small  skins  on  which  they  were  lying,  were  all  the 
cohering  which  they  possessed  to  protect  them  from  the  incle- 
mency of  the  weather.  It  would  be  difficult  to  conceive  a  more 
forcible  picture  of  human  misery  and  desolation,  and  the  survivor 
appearing  as  he  must  to  himself,  to  be  the  last  remnant  of  the 
human  race,  must  have  presented  a  spectacle  of  horrid  suffering 
at  which  humanity  shudders. 

In  this  peculiar  trait  of  the  character  of  the  Esquimaux,  he 
certainly  stands  far  beneath  the  Amerioaa  hdian,  although  on 
the  other  hand  be  rises  superior  to  the  African;  in  an  intellectual 
sense  however,  he  may  be  said  to  stand  on  the  lowest  scaje  of 
human  nature,  exhibiting  a  strange  mixture  of  intellect  and  dul- 
ness,  of  cunning  and  simplicity,  of  ingenuity  and  stupidity. 
Their  mind  appears  in  many  respects  to  be  a  centre,  round  which 
not  a  single  idea  radiates,  which  can  establish  him  as  appertain* 
ing  to  the  great  family  of  mankind  as  a  thinking  being,  or 
which  can  prove  his  superiority  over  the  animals  with  which  he 
w  in  daily  association*  Immersed  in  the  darkest  ignorance,  he 
possesses  not  the  most  remote  idea  of  a  superior  being :  subject 
to  no  law  divine  or  human,  he  acts  from  the  immediate  impulse 
of  his  feelings  or  his  passions,  without  regarding  himself  as  ame- 
nable to  any  one  for  the  consequences  of  his  actions.  The  law  of 
property  appears  to  be  the  only  one  which  he  respects,  and  the 
attainment  of  that  property  has  only  one  end,  which  is,  the  gratifi- 
cation of  his  sensual  appetites.  Thus  the  chief  riches  of  an  Esqui- 
maux consist  in  the  number  of  his  dogs,  as  those  of  the  Laplander  in 
the  number  of  his*  rein  deer;  the  common  affiiirs  of  an  Esqui- 
maux family  could  not  be  carried  on  without  their  dogs,  for 
which  reason,  when  young,  they  are  entrusted  to  the  manage* 
raent  of  the  women  who  bring  them  up  with  all  imaginable  care, 
but  when  trained,  they  are  treated  with  great  harshness  and 
cruelty  by  the  men,  though  they  could  scarcely  exist  at  all  with- 
out them.  Six  of  those  useful  creatures  will  draw  half  a  ton,  at 
the  rate  of  seven  or  eight  miles  an  hour,  and  proceed  with  ease 
fifty  or  sixty  miles  a  day ;  yet  they  appear  to  get  very  Kttle  food. 
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waaA  when  on  a  journey  are  never  suffered  to  eat  until  they  arrive 
at  the  end  of  it. 

Some  idea  may  be  formed  of  the  extreme  stupidity  of  thei^e 
people  when  it  is  related,  that  few  of  them  could  be  taught  to 
count  beyond  five,  and  not  one  of  them  beyond  ten,  nor  could 
their  simple  minds  be  brought  to  entertain  the  slightest  idea,  of 
the  meaning  of  our  term,  to-morrow.  When  they  spoke  of  per- 
forming a  certain  action  at  no  very  distant  period, — ^they  never 
said,  fVe  toill  do  it  t(Mnorrow,  but,  fFe  will  do  ii  when  we 
have  slept,  ilds  mode  of  eipression  is  however  in  a  great  degree  to 
be  accoonted  for  from  the  circumstance,  that  if  their  day  was  to  be 
calculated  like  ours,  by  the  rising  and  setting  of  the  sun,  and  on 
which  our  term  to-morrow  depends,  it  would  be  found  impossible 
to  apply  that  epithet  to  a  period,  which  could  not  take  place  for 
three  mouths,  or  in  other  words,  as  theii  night  is  of  three  months 
duration,  during  which  time  not  a  dingle  glimpse  of  the  sua  is 
to  be  seen,  they  could  not  consistently  with  that  cireumstaaee) 
aiEx  any  othep  definite  time  for  the  performanee  of  an  action  than 
what  was  to  be  regulated  by  those  acts,  whieh  they  performed  at 
stated  periods,  without  any  reference  to  the  rising  or  setting  of 
the  sun,  by  which  any  horological  information  as  to  the  regular 
lapse  of  time  could  be  imparted  to  them. 

An  E^ttimaux  may  in  some  rejects  be  said  to  be  the  connect- 
ing link  between  the  human  and  animal  creation.  The  human 
animal  seems  merely  to  live  foi  the  gratification  of  his  appetites, 
which  having  satiated,  he  yields  himself  up  to  sleep,  and  only 
wakes  to  go  in  search  of  a  fresh  supply  of  food,  the  surplus  of 
which  hijB'  instinct  teaches  him  to  hoard  up,  as*  a  preventive 
against  future  want.  The  Esquimaux,  knows  no  stated  time  of 
rest  during  his  long  and  dreary  winter,  when  the  bear,  the 
wolf  and  the  fox  ace  the  only  animals  which  prowl  round  his 
habitation ;  he  is  in  almost  every  respect  an  hibernating  animal, 
dosing  away  the  hours  in  listlesa  inactivity,  until  the  return  of 
the  sun,  which  rouses  him  from  his  torpor,  and  breathea  into 
him  the  spirit  of  a  renewed  existence.  Many  were  the  proofs, 
which  the  crew  of  the  Victory  received  of  the  utter  degradation 
of  ibeae  semi-animak,  and  in  their  attempts  to  instil  any  kind 
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of  instruction  into  their  minds,  they  might  as  well  have  essayed 
to  plough  the  rocks  of  their  country,  with  the  view  of  reaping 
an  abundant  harvest.  The  truth  of  this  remark  was  strongly 
confirmed  in  the  circumstance  of  the  young  E^squimaux,  whom, 
from  an  apparent  shrewdness  in  his  intellect,  Capt.  Ross  selected 
as  a  fit  person  to  be  received  into  the  gymnasium  of  the  Victory. 
The  primer  was  put  into  his  hands,  which  he  turned  over  and 
over  with  the  vacant  curiosity  of  the  ape,  but  of  the  use  or  intent 
of  which  he  was  as  ignorant  as  the  latter  animal  would  shew 
himself,  if  a  fiddle  were  put  into  his  paws.  It  must  have  been 
not  the  least  of  the  ludicrous  scenes  which  the  school  of  the  Vic- 
tory exhibited,  when  the  young  Esquimaux  was  called  up  before 
his  preceptor,  Capt.  Ross,  in  order  to  be  initiated  in  the  rudi- 
ments of  the  English  language ;  A,  vociferated  the  domine,  but 
the  pupil  made  no  other  response,  than  raising  his  hand  to  his 
head,  began  to  scratch  it  violently.  Capt.  Ross  remembered  that 
when  a  difficult  word  was  propounded  to  him  by  his  domine  to 
spell,  he  very  frequently  applied  his  digits  to  his  head,  as  if  to 
give  an  extraordinary  excitement  to  the  brain  within,  and  he 
tbecefore  by  analogy  concluded  that  the  motion  of  his  young 
pupil  was  directed  to  the  same  purpose ;  A,  repeated  the  domine 
with  increased  emphasis, — koomuck!  koomuck/  exclaimed  the 
pupil,  holding  something  between  his  dexter  finger  and  his 
thumb,  and  shewing  it  to  his  wondering  preceptor  with  every 
token  of  satisfaction, — A,  cried  the  domine,  stamping  the  floor 
with  his  foot, — tamooawoke  /  tamooawoke !  vociferated  the 
pupil,  holding  the  object  between  his  fingers  close  to  the  mouth 
of  the  preceptor ;  the  meaning  of  the  exclamations  of  the  domine 
was  an  insoluble  puzzle  to  the  pupil,  and  the  motions  of  the 
pupil  were  a  problem  as  difficult  to  be  solved  by  the  preceptor. 
However  amongst  the  learned  works  dispersed  on  the  table  before 
the  erudite  dispenser  of  knowledge,  was  an  Esquimaux  vocabu- 
lary, on  referring  to  which  it  was  found  that  the  word  koomuck, 
signified  a  vile  crawling  insect,  which  takes  up  its  habitation 
amongst  the  hair  of  human  beings,  and  that  the  word  tamoo^ 
awoke,  signified  to  eat.  It  may  be  easily  conceived  that  the 
discovery  of  these  significations,    could  not  fail  to  rouse  the 
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icerbity  of  the  preceptor^  and  little  doubt  remains,  that  had  any 
instrument  of  a  flagellating  power  been  at  hand,  some  part  or 
parts  of  the  corporeal  frame  of  the  stupid  and  indecorous  pupil 
would  have  been  visited  by  its  severest  infliction.  If  human 
actions  however  are  to  be  weighed  by  their  motives,  it  would 
have  been  an  error  in  judgement  on  the  part  of  Capt.  Ross,  to 
have  poured  out  the  vial  of  his  indignation  upon  the  head  of  the 
unoffending  savage ;  and  further,  had  he  been  thoroughly  ac- 
quainted with  the  manners  and  customs  of  the  people,  with  whom 
be  was  then  associating,  he  would  have  known,  that  the  offer 
which  the  young  Esquimaux  had  so  unceremoniously,  and  in  his 
opinion  so  indecorously  made  him,  so  far  as  being  to  be  considered 
an  insult,  was  in  reality,  a  decided  proof  of  his  respect  and 
esteem,  for  the  Esquimaux  not  only  eat  the  vermin  of  their  own 
heads,  but  they  in  the  most  friendly  manner  present  them  as 
a  bonne  bouche,  to  be  enjoyed  by  those  for  whom  they  enter- 
tain a  particular  regard.  It  was  on  this  principle  that  the 
boy  tendered  the  insect,  which  he  had  just  entrapped  to  Capt. 
Ross,  and  which  on  its  being  rejected,  he  very  deliberately  put 
into  his  own  mouth,  holding  it  for  some  time  between  his  fore 
teeth,  as  the  French  would  say,  pour  savourer  mieux  le  gout. 

It  may  be  easily  supposed  that  this  thriving  pupil  was  soon 
expelled  the  school,  as  in  the  first  place,  it  was  found  impossible 
to  convey  the  least  instruction  to  his  mind ;  and  in  the  second, 
he  was  by  no  means  a  proper  associate  for  the  crew  in  his  filthy 
state,  with  the  majority  of  whom,  cleanliness  was  a  distinguished 
feature  in  their  character,  and  when  taken  into  due  consideration, 
it  was  perhaps  a  politic  step  ^hich  Capt.  Ross  adopted,  in  re- 
stricting the  intercourse  of  the  crew  with  the  natives,  as  it  was 
found  impossible  to  come  in  contact  with  them,  without  bein^ 
visited  also  by  their  vermin. 

It  cannot  have  escaped  observation,  that  in  many  instances 
during  the  stay  of  the  Victory  in  Felix  Harbour,  the  crew  were 
called  upon  to  perform  some  duty  exterior  to  the  ship,  at  a  time 
when  the  common  feelings  of  humanity  would  have  prompted 
their  commander  to  have  kept  them  under  shelter,  and  not  to  have 
exposed  to  the  severity  of  a  climate,  which  even  the  natives  of 
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the  country  could  scarcely  endure,  clothed  as  they  were  in  thrir 
almost  impenetrable  coverings  of  seal  and  bear  skins.     Thus  on 
the  11th  February,  when  the  thermometer  was  at  45**  below 
Zero,  or  77°  below  the  freezing  point,  the  men  were  sent  on 
shore  to  erect  a  monument,  as  they  termed  it,  by  which  they 
meant  a  monument  of  the  folly  of  its  projector,  from  which  useful 
service  they  all  returned  frost-bitten,  the  pain  of  which  was  ex- 
treme, and  the  only  palliative  for  which  they  found  to  be  con- 
tinual friction  with  the  hand.    The  usual  custom  of  rubbing  the 
part  affected  with  snow  was  seldom  resorted  to,  as  the  cure  was 
found  to  be  not  only  uncertain,  but  very  slow  in  its  operation. 
Despite  of  the  severity  of  the  frost,  the  Esquimaux  came  to  the 
ship,  but  the  cold  was  so  intense,  that  their  stay  was  of  very 
short  duration.     Capt.  Ross  tried  the  temperature  of  the  air,  and 
found  it  to  range  from  50  to  55^  making  87°  below  the  freezing 
point,  an  extreme  of  cold,  which  scarcely  any  animal  life  can 
endure.     Every  method  was  adopted  to  increase  the  temperature 
of  the  sailors  berths ;  the  cook's  fire  was  ordered  to  be  kept  in 
ijintil  10  P.M. ;  the  fires  in  the  oven  were  kept  constantly  lighted, 
and  by  these  salutary  measures,  the  crew  were  enabled  to  main- 
tain a  comfortable  heat  in  their  berths,  and  to  protect  themselves 
from  an  extreme  of  cold,  which  if  it  did  not  actually  endanger 
their  lives,  would  be  most  probably  attended  with  the  loss  of 
some  of  their  limbs  by  mortification,  which  generally  affects  the 
parts  that  are  frost-bitten. 

The  morning  of  the  I'Zth  was  beautifully  serene,  although  no 
abatement  took  place  in  the  intensity  of  the  frost ;  nothing  dis- 
couraged nor  discorafitted  however  by  the  weather,  eight  Esqui- 
maux women  with  their  children  came  to  the  ship,  and  it  was  a 
most  lamentable  sight  to  behold  the  poor  shivering  creatures 
crouching  behind  a  mound  of  snow,  and  expecting  every  moment 
that  some  relief  would  be  afforded  them  from  the  vessel.  After 
waiting  some  time  and  finding  that  their  hopes  were  not  realized, 
one  of  the  women  ventured  on  board,  but  her  visit  was  no  sooner 
made  known  to  Capt.  Ross,  than  be  ordered  her  away ;  some 
perhaps,  not  ill-founded  suspicions  being  excited  in  his  mind, 
that  the  lady  visited  the  ship  from  a  different  motive  than  the 
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a^iBition  of  a  needle  or  an  empty  cannister.  So  intent  how- 
ever were  these  creatures  in  obtaining  any  old  pieces  of  rusty 
iron,  or  other  articles,  which  might  have  been  thrown  from  the 
ship  as  useless,  that  having  discoyered  the  place  where  the  dirt 
of  the  ship  was  put,  they  employed  themselves  for  above  an 
hour  in  scratching  amongst  it,  and  if  they  found  an  article  to 
which  they  attached  any  value,  they  set  up  a  shout  of  joy,  but 
not  the  least  quarrelling  or  discord  was  observable  amongst 
them. 

On  the  first  acquaintance  of  the  Esquimaux  with  the  Europeans, 
they  appeared  to  possess  no  other  idea  of  obtaining  a  particular 
article,  than  by  the  way  of  barter,  and  in  this  respect  they  strongly 
awimilate  with  other  savage  nations,  whose  notions  of  traffic 
never  extend  beyond  the  principle4f(f  a  fair  exchange,  and  in 
which  the  relative  value  of  an  article  is  determined  not  by  its 
intrinsic  worth,  but  by  the  utility  with  which  it  is  accompanied. 
Thus,  we  were  informed  by  the  late  intrepid  African  traveller,  Mr. 
Landers,  that  for  a  couple  of  needles  he  could  obtain  an  elephant's 
tooth ;  for  a  piece  of  scarlet  cloth,  not  worth  half-a-crown,  he 
had  received  two  hundred  cowries,  with  which,  as  being  the  cir- 
culating medium  of  the  country,  he  had  procured  a  sufficiency 
of  food  to  maintain  himself  and  his  companions  for  two  months. 

Thus  in  the  system  of  barter  which  was  established  between 
Capt.  Ross  and  the  Esquimaux,  a  needle  or  a  fish-hook  was  no 
equivalent  for  the  skin  of  a  fox  or  an  ermine,  but  each  was  satis* 
fied  with  his  bargain,  and  perhaps  each  thought  the  other  a 
simpleton  for  parting  with  his  valuables  at  so  cheap  a  rate* 
When  however  Capt.  Ross  had  filled  his  three  flour  tubs,  with 
the  articles  which  he  had  obtained  in  exchange  for  his  needles 
and  his  fish  hooks,  and  the  natives  experienced  a  difficulty  in 
adding  to  their  stock  of  European  wares,  owing  to  the  restrictions 
which  Capt.  Ross  had  placed  upon  their  commercial  undertakings, 
they  bad  recourse  to  another  expedient,  which  was  a  system  of 
importunate  begging,  in  which  however  the  women  were  by  far 
the  greatest  adepts ;  but  then  their  supplications  were  accom- 
panied by  such  persuasive  looks — such  expressive  leers — such 
tender  ogles,  and  such  pokings  out  of  the  nose,  that  to  suppose 
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a  British  sailor  could  withstand  them^  were  to  suppose  with  an 
equal  degree  of  truth,  that  destiny  had  selected  Capt.  Ross  as 
the  fittest  of  all  the  British  navigators  to  discover  the  North 
West  Passage.  Many  a  needle  did  a  graceful  projection  of  the 
nose  obtain,  and  without  attempting  to  penetrate  deeper  into  the 
Eleusinian  mysteries  of  Felix  Harbour  than  properly  becomes  us, 
we  may  be  allowed,  sub  silentio,  to  venture  an  opinion,  that  the 
sailors  of  the  Victory  obtained  for  a  fish-hook  or  a  rusty  nail, 
what  the  late  Duke  of  York  very  generously  paid  for  by  places, 
pensions,  and  promotions. 

A  British  sailor  and  gallantry  are  synonymous,  not  that  kind 
of  gallantry  is  here  meant,  which  laid  a  Nelson  prostrate  on  hi^ 
quarter  deck,  or  a  Moor,  on  the  plains  of  Corunna,  but  we  mean 
that  peculiar  attention  and  civility  towards  the  female  sex,  which 
are  ever  shown  by  the  kind  hearted,  the  noble,  and  the  brave. 

Although  the  E^^quimaux  ladies  were  not  allowed  to  experi- 
ment their  seductive  wiles  on  the  callous  heart  of  Capt.  Ross,  and 
his  subordinate  oflScers,  yet  permission  was  granted  to  the  sailors 
to  accompany  their  female  visitors  on  their  way  to  their  huts,  and 
although  they  did  not  exactly  ofier  them  their  arm,  to  enable 
them  the  better  to  surmount  the  hillocks  of  snow,  which  impeded 
their  progress, yet  many  kind  endearments  passed  between  them, 
such  as  those  that  are  in  practice  amongst  the  more  passionate 
sons  and  daughters  of  Italy,  France  and  England.  A  quadrille 
on  the -snow,  even  to  the  inspiring  sounds  of  Weippert*s  band, 
would  doubtless  be  a  human  phenomenon,  and  not  less  so  was 
the  dance  with  which  the  Esquimaux  women  delighted  the  sailors 
previously  to  their  taking  leave  of  each  other ;  it  was  neither  a 
bolero,  nor  a  fandango,  nor  a  waltz,  but  it  was  a  compound  of 
the  wildest  distortions,  and  the  mostg-rotesque  movements  which 
ever  human  limbs  attempted,  and  at  the  same  time  accompanied 
with  some  gestures,  the  meaning  of  which  could  not  be  mistaken. 
A  song  succeeded  to  the  dance,  and  the  performers  were  not  con- 
tent with  koantging  each  other,  but  they  proceeded  sans  ceremonie 
to  koonig  the  sailors,  some  of  whom  testified  rather  a  dislike  to 
participate  of  so  much  kindness,  by  which  a  satisfactory  proof 
was  given,  that  woman  in  one  particular  is  the  same,  whether 
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she  inhabits  the  shores  of  the  Tiber,  or  the  icy  region  of  Felix 
Harbour;  for  the  most  certain  method  of  incurring  her  hatred  and 
displeasure,  is  to  reject  her  advances  and  to  treat  the  offer  of  her 
&vors  with  contempt.  On  the  other  hand,  where  is  the  woman 
who  is  indifferent  to  praise,  and  who  does  not  rise  some  degrees 
in  her  own  estimation,  when  she  sees  that  a  particular  degree 
of  attention  is  paid  to  her,  in  comparison  to  that  which  is  paid 
to  her  compeers,  and  on  this  occasion,  there  was  one  who  was 
gifted  with  jouth  and  beauty,  (and  let  not  the  angel  beauties  of 
England  rumple  their  noses,  when  the  beauty  of  an  Esquimaux 
girl  is  spoken  of,  for  so  imperceptible  is  the  transition  from  ugli- 
ness to  beauty,  that  it  is  impossible  to  say  where  the  one  ends,  or 
the  other  begins,)  and  to  this  exquisite  of  her  race  the  sailors 
bestowed  all  their  attentions,  leaving  the  more  aged  and  the 
ugly  "  to  waste  their  sweetness  on  the  desert  air/' 

It  may  appear  invidious  to  institute  a  comparison  between  the 
line  of  conduct  pursued  by  Capt.  Parry  on  board  the  Hecia, 
and  that,  which  was  followed  by  Capt.  Ross  on  board  the  Vic- 
tory, respecting  the  amusements  which  were  provided  for  the 
respective  crews,  and  on  which  indeed  it  may  be  said  that  the 
health  of  the  men  in  some  degree  depended.  A  certain  extent 
of  discipline  is  requisite  and  indispensable,  for  in  default  of  it, 
it  is  impossible  that  the  duty  of  the  ship  can  be  properly  per« 
formed,  but  there  are  circumstances  when  the  judgement  of  the 
commander  should  be  called  into  action,  with  the  view  of 
determining  whether  some  relaxation  cannot  be  allowed  to  take 
place  in  the  established  discipline,  and  certainly  on  no  occasion 
would  that  relaxation  have  been  more  advisable  or  more  laud- 
able, than  during  the  tedious  and  depressing  imprisonment  of 
the  Victory  in  Felix  Harbour.  A  darkness  of  three  months, 
exposed  to  all  the  rigor  of  the  most  inclement  climate,  rendered 
it  of  the  utmost  importance  that  constant  employment  and  a 
habit  of  cheerfulness  should  be  kept  up  amongst  men  so  situated,  it 
being  well  known,  in  addition  to  many  recommendatory  circum- 
stances, that  there  exists  an  intimate  connexion  between  de- 
pression of  mind,  and  that  dreadful  disease,  the  scurvy;  that 
hope  and  joy  not  only  prevent,  but  materially  aid  in  the  cure  of 
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It,   while  gloom  and  despair  never  fail  to  aggravate   its  &tal 
malignity. 

There  are  circumstances  in  which  it  would  not  be  a  derelic- 
tion of  duty,  nor  a  departure  from  the  dignity  of  the  officer  and 
commander,  that  the  latter  office  should  in  some  degree  lose  itself 
in  that  of  the  friend,  and  by  a  becoming  and  amiable  condescen- 
sion establish  the  pleasing  proof,  that  although  filling  a  humbler 
station,  the  value  of  the  common  seaman  is  properly  appreciated 
and  rewarded.  In  this  respect,  Capt.  Ross  must  not  attempt  to 
stand  in  the  shoes  of  Capt.  Parry ;  the  latter  knew  the  value  of 
his  men,  he  knew  that  each  of  them  was  to  him  a  diamond, 
although  still  in  the  rough,  and  his  mind  seemed  bent  upon 
devising  those  amusements  which  might  disarm  their  dreary 
situation  of  its  ennui,  and  thereby  lead  them  from  gloom  and 
discontent,  to  comparative  cheerfulness  and  happiness.  Capt» 
Ross,  was  in  some  degree  a  hermit  in  his  cabin,  physically 
unable  to  make  long  excursions  in  the  country,  or  to  bear  the 
fatigues  of  the  chace,  bis  sphere  of  action  was  a  circle  of  about 
two  miles,  the  ship  being  the  centre  point,  and  consequently  hie 
chief  employment  was  confined  to  the  operations  on  board  the 
ship ;  overhauling  the  breeches,  jackets,  trousers  and  mittens  of 
the  natives,  and  establishing  himself  as  the  first  merchant  in  that 
line  who  erer  visited  their  coasts.  Capt.  Parry  on  the  contrary, 
had  his  theatre  and  his  concerts — ^not  an  evening  passed,  if  even- 
ing there  could  be,  during  a  three  months  darkness,  that  a  play 
or  a  farce  was  not  acted,  and  the  crew  w^ere  permitted  to  partake 
of  the  recreation,  although  cautioned  to  remember  that  they 
were  not  in  the  gallery  of  Astley's  or  the  Surrey,  where  it  is  a 
kind  of  privilege  of  their  cast,  to  be  as  boisterous  as  the  ele- 
ment which  they  make  their  home.  It  is  true  that  Capt.  Parry 
had  his  school  on  board  the  Hecla,  and  on  the  return  of  his  ship 
to  England,  it  was  most  gratifying  to  him  to  learn  that  every 
man  on  board  could  read  his  bible.  We  pretend  not  to  appre« 
ciate  nor  to  judge  of  the  extent  of  the  talents  of  the  students  of 
the  Hecla,  nor  of  the  pedagogic  abilities  of  those  to  whom 
their  education  was  entrusted,  but  this  we  do  know,  that  if  some 
of  the  students  of  the  Victory  eould  not  read  their  bible  when 
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they  sailed  from  Woolwich^  they  were  just  as  ignorant  of  its 
contents,  that  is,  as  far  as  self^perusal  could  extend,  as  when 
they  were  received  on  board  the  Isabella :  nevertheless  Capt. 
Ross  had  the  merit  of  following  a  good  example,  (and  there  is 
some  desert  attached  even  to  the  power  of  properly  discrimin- 
ating between  a  good  and  a  bad  example.)  for  the  very  choice  of 
the  former  pre-supposes  the  existence  of  a  sound  and  superlative 
judgment  in  the  individual,  as  it  is  not  every  man,  who  having 
two  roads  before  him,  the  one  leading  to  his  goal,  and  the 
other  diametrically  opposite,  that  can  from  the  very  force  of  his 
own  discrimination,  select  immediately  the  right  one. 

Respecting  the  amusements  provided  im  board  the  Victory, 
they  were  like  angels*  visits,  very  few  and  far  between,  and  when 
they  did  appear,  they  were  also  like  those  same  angels'  visits, 
for  a  very  few  participated  in  them ;  it  was  a  kind  of  Almacks, 
in  which  aristocratical  pride  and  official  pomposity  bore  the 
tscendancy  over  honest  worth  and  plebeian  virtue,  and  where  a 
distinct  and  positive  line  was  drawn  between  the  commanders 
«nd  the  commanded,  beyond  which  it  was  tantamount  to  mutiny 
to  transgress.  Capt.  Ross  himself  was  not  a  sociable  character, 
but  in  extenuation  of  his  reserve  and  haughtiness,  it  must  be  ad- 
mitted that  the  school  in  which  he  had  been  bred,  namely,  the 
quarter  deck  of  a  British  man  of  war  is  not  the  one  best  adapted 
to  teach  a  man  urbanity  and  civility  towards  his  inferior ;  every 
thing  is  there  regulated  by  the  iron  power  of  authority,  and  in 
proportion  as  the  individual  stands  in  the  scale  of  rank,  he  assumes 
the  airs  and  consequence  of  his  station,  and  thinks  himself  entitled 
to  look  down  upon  the  grades  beneath  him,  with  superciliousness 
and  pride. 

Capt.  Parry  and  the  officers  under  him,  knew  the  exact  time 
when  they  could  unbend  and  assume  the  conduct  of  the  fieimiliar, 
without  in  the  least  compromising  their  authority  or  their  rank, 
and  in  justice  it  must  be  said,  that  Commander  Ross  was  not  in 
any  way  inferior  to  them,  in  the  occasional  assumption  of  that 
truly  politic  and  prudent  character ;  but  with  Capt.  Ross  the  case 
was  different,  he  was  trebly  steeped  in  the  starch  of  official 
dignity,  the  maintenance  of  which  he  considered  to  consist  in 
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abstracting  himself  as  much  as  possible  from  all  familiar  intern- 
course  with  those  who  were  beneath  him,  and  suffering  no  oppor* 
tunity  to  escape  him,  by  which  he  could  shew  to  them  that  he 
was  their  superior  and  commander.  The  men  were  conscious 
that  they  owed  him  obedience ;  they  were  not  equally  convinced 
that  they  owed  him  their  respect  and  esteem. 

To  those  who  have  studied  the  prominent  characters  of  savage 
life,  and  have  instituted  an  impartial  comparison  of  the  different 
virtues  by  which  that  state  is  distinguished,  and  those  which 
appear  most,  conspicuously  amongst  a  civilized  people,  the  result 
has  generally  been  manifest,  that  the  virtue  of  gratitude  exhibits 
itself  with  greater  force  in  a  state  of  savage  nature,  than  in  that  of 
civilization.  This  position  was  verified  in  several  instances,  in 
the  intercourse  of  the  Esquimaux  with  the  comparatively  civilized 
Europeans,  and  further  that  although  they  were  ignorant  of  the 
precepts  of  Christianity  as  they  are  written  and  preached,  yet 
that  they  appeared  in  several  instances  to  possess  the  natural  dis-- 
position  to  practice  them,  thereby  putting  to  the  blush  the  indi- 
viduals, who  daily  read  their  bibles  and  professed  to  regulate 
their  lives  according  to  the  precepts  contained  in  it. 

We  have  seen  that  the  conduct  of  Capt.  Ross  towards  the  na- 
tives, although  at  first  kind,  friendly  and  conciliating,  degener- 
ated by  degrees  into  that  of  austerity,  cruelty  and  inhumanity. 
He  had  obtained  from  them  all  the  information,  which  they  had 
it  in  their  power  to  give ;  he  had  filled  his  flour-tubs  with  their 
valuables;  he  had  by  his  interested  kindness  and  generosity  im- 
pressed upon  their  minds  the  belief,  that  he  was  not^nly  greatly 
their  superior  in  all  the  extrinsic  advantages  and  benefits  of  life, 
but  that  he  was  also  intrinsically  blessed  with  a  humane,  friendly, 
.and  benevolent  disposition.  It  is  true  that  the  natives  had  com- 
mitted some  petty  thefts,  which  may  have  excited  the  choler  and 
indignation  of  Capt.  Ross,  but  in  his  native  country,  would  he  not 
have  to  complain  of  the  theft  of  his  gold,  if  he  had  left  it  care« 
lessly  exposed  to  some  of  the  lower  classes  \  Beyond  this  venial 
fault,  and  for  which  Capt.  Ross  ought  to  have  been  fully  pre- 
pared, there  was  not  any  part  of  the  conduct  of  the  natives  in 
the  least  deserving  of  reprobation  or  censure,  much  less  of  that 
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liard  and  austere  treatment  which  they  were  daily  in  the  habit 
of  receiving. 

We  have  related  the  circumstance  of  the  abrupt  removal  of  the 
fiBquimaux  women  from  the  deck  of  the  Victory,  and  the  suffer- 
ings which  the  poor  creatures  underwent  from  their  exposure  to 
the  cold ;  the  kindness  however,  which  the  sailors  manifested 
towards  themi  made  them  some  amends  for  the  treatment  which 
they  had  received ;  and  it  was  during  their  walk  to  the  huts,  that 
the  sailors  contrived  to  make  known  to  them,  that  their  dogs  on 
board  were  much  in  want  of  food.  The  women  appeared  not  to 
take  any  notice  of  this  appeal  to  their  liberality,  but  on  the  follow- 
ing day,  which  was  Sunday  the  14th,  divine  service  was  scarcely 
over,  when  the  same  women  were  observed  approaching  the  ship, 
each  carrying  a  large  piece  of  blubber  for  the  dogs,  and  it  might 
be  supposed  that  for  this  act  of  kindness,  and  for  such  a  striking 
fdisplay  of  the  christian  precept  of  returning  good  for  evil,  Capt. 
Roes  would  have  bestowed  upon  tljpm  some  reward — but  in  his 
eyes  it  appeared  to  be  nothing  more  than  the  proper  act  of  a  sub- 
ject towards  his  sovereign,  or  the  slave  towards  his  master.  Capt. 
Ross  had  perhaps  read  the  History  of  Rome,  and  remembered 
the'munificeiit  act  of  Tiberius,  who,  when  the  inhabitants  of 
GaprsBa  opened  their-  magazines  of  wine  for  his  use»  and  on  his 
taking  possession  of  them,  expected  some  remuneration  ibr  the 
sacrifice  which  they  had  made,  coolly  replied,  ''It  is  no  more 
than  their  duty.^  The '  sailors  of  the  Victory  entertained  not 
however  the  same  opinion  as  the  emperor  of  the  Romans,  or  the 
not  less  sovereign  conmiander  under  whom  they  served,  for  they 
took  the  opportunity,  during  their  escort  of  the  ladies  to  their 
huts,  to  remunerate  them  for  the  seasonable  supply  of  blubber,  by 
the  present  of  a  few  needles,  and  so  rejoiced  were  they  at  the 
return  which  was  made  to  them  for  their  kindness,  that  had  the 
sailors  taken  the  whole  stock  of  blubber,  which  their  husbands 
had  brought  home  on  the  preceding  day,  not  a  dissentient  voices 
would  have  been  raised. 

To  those  who  have  perused  the  North  Georgia  Gazette,  the 
circumstance  cannot  have  escaped  them,  that  amongst  the  crews 
of  the  Fury  and  the  Hecla,  there  were  some  choice  spirits,  into 
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whose  souls  nature  had  infiised  a  oonsidcorable  portion  of  Parnassian 
fire,  and  who  have  immortalized  in  hexameters  and  alexandrines 
the  lo^es  of  Narlook  and  Ikmalik,  and  all  their  own  great  and 
glorious  achieyements,  their  conquests  and  their  victories  oyer 
the  hosts  of  seals  and  walruses,  who  Terj  justly  considered  the 
human  bipeds  ssbase  intraders  on  their  legitimate  domain,  which 
had  been  their  undisputed  right,  from  the  time  that  Aeir  great 
progenitors  sprung  out  of  the  ground  before  Adam,  and  received 
from  him  their  name;  on  which,  they  steered  their  course  down 
the  Euphrates;    found  their  way,  by  some    means,  into  tlie 
Euxine,  and  thence  through  the  Hetlefiqpont  into  the  Mediter- 
ranean, where  after  stopping  for  a  short  time  to  view  an  erup* 
tion  of  Mount  Etna,  which  they  found  rather  too  hot  for  them, 
they  plunged  through  the  Straits  of  Gibraltar  into  the  Atlantic, 
and  thence  shaping  their  course  direct  northwest,  (some  power 
of  Heaven  being  their  pilot,)  arrived  in  safety  in  Baffin's  Bay# 
where  they  determined  to  domiciliate  themselves,  and  proceeded 
to  carry  into  effect  the  great  mandate,  whioh  on  their  departure 
from  the  river  Pison,  was  given  to  them  by  Adam,  to  increase  and 
multiply « — And  verily  the  descendants  of  that  same  Adam,  found 
on  their  arrival  in  the  adopted  country  of  the  seal  family,  that  the 
said  mandate  had  been  fulfilled  in  an  e^raordinary  degree.  That 
George  IV.  or  any  other  monarch,  of  whom  they  had  never  heard 
before,  bad  any  right  to  take  poseession  of  their  country,  Uiatthey 
had  held  for  the  period  of  about  4000  years,  (proving  thereby 
irrefutably  that  the  family  of  the  Seals  in  point  of  antiquity  is 
superior  to  that  of  the  Guelphs,)  and  which  they  had  determined 
to  keep  to  all  perpetuity,  was  in  their  opinion  so  contanry  to 
every  principle  of  justice,  that  it  was  no  wonder  that  wars  and 
battles  ensued,  which  roused  the  fire  of  the  poetic  geniuses  of 
the  Hecia  and  the  Fury,  and  which  like  the  celebration  of  Blen- 
heim by  Addison,  or  of  Waterloo  by  Walter  Soott,  have  been 
versified  by  them  with  a  talent  which  an  Addison  or  a  Scott, 
especially  the  latter  could  never  reach,  for  of  the  effusion  of  the 
latter  poet  it  was  said — 

How  prostrate  lie  the  htspe  of  slaia, 
On  Vl'aterloo'f  iiobmUI  plai»; 
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But  none  bj  sabre  or  by  shot, 
Fell  half  so  flat  as  Walter  Soott. 

We  have  coBudered  ourselves  entitled  to  entet  into  tlie  (ore- 
going  digreieioB,  for  the  purpose  of  introducing  a  new  character, 
amongst  the  many  extraordinary  ones  which  have  already  figured 
in  these  pages^  and  that  personage  is  no  other  than  the  Poet 
Laureat  of  tho  Victory. 

We  know  that  it  is  customary  before*  a  debutant  makes  his 
appearance  on  the  stage^  to  keep  the  spectators  for  some  minutes 
in  a  state  of  suspense,  in  order  that  tAeir  curiosity  and  anxiety 
may  be  wound  up  to>  tho  highest  pitch,  in  anticipation  of  the 
phenomenon  that  is  forthcoming,  and  we  see  no  reason  why  the 
same  method  should  not  be  sdopted  in  the  introduction  of  so  im- 
portant a  personage  as  a  poet,  in  the  very  nucleus  of  the  Arctic 
Regions^  sending  forth  the  effusions  of  hie  prolific  imagination, 
amidst  such  ardent  and  inspirmg  objects  as  the  superlative  beauty 
af  the  Elsquimaux  women,  the  exquisite  flavor  of  whalers  blubber, 
the  sublimity  of  an  iceberg,  the  grandeur  of  a  snow  storm,  the 
freezing  of  mercury,  the  incalculable  advantages  of  a  steam 
engine  in  the  middle  of  a  floe  of  ice,  and  though  last  not  least, 
of  Capt.  Ross  himself. 

With  that  modesty  however  which  is  inseparable  from  true 
merit,  we  are  requested  to  withhold  the  name  of  this  great 
aspirant  for  poetic  fame,  but  one  thing  may  be  relied  upon, 
which  is,  that  it  was  not  Capt.  Ross  himself,  for  it  would  be 
unjust  to  suppose  that  a  genius  of  his  transeendant  powers,  who, 
with  his  deep  sea  clamm  had  raised  the  mud  of  the  ocean,  and 
which  but  for  him  would  perhaps  never  have  been  raised  at  all, 
could  descend  to  such  an  ignoble  occupation  as  that  of  tagging 
rhymes,  and  inditing  pastorals  in  a  country  where  a  Corydon 
and  Phyllis  with  their  crook  and  lambkins  would  be  two  charact- 
ers as  rare  to  be  found,  as  Punch  and  Judy  in  a  Methodist's 
chapeU  That  the  following  efiusion  by  the  inspired  poet  of 
the  Victory,  will  be  copied  into  every  Annual  and  Magazine, 
particularly  the  Evangelical  and  the  Methodist's,  but  not  into 
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the  Penny  or  the  Saturday,  it  being  too  high  and  sublime  for 
either  of  them,  cannot  for  a  aioment  be  doubted  by  any  one, 
who  has  the  talent  justly  to  appreciate  poetical  merit,  and  who 
can  trace  in  the  glowing  images,  which  breathe  m  every  line, 
the  Tigor  of  a  Landon  and  the  delicacy  of  a  Hemans.  We  how- 
ever most  willingly  grant  permission  to  Capt.  Ross  to  copy  it 
into  his  forthcoming  work,  being  anxious  to  furnish  him  with 
every  opportunity  of  giving  the  utmost  publicity,  to  all  the  great 
and  generous  actions,  which  distinguished  him  as  commander  of 
the  Victory. 

TwM  on  the  9th  of  January  a  tribe  of  men  we  saw. 

They  proved  to  be  a  raee  of  men  oalled  the  EsqulMMU, 
They  all  were  brought  Into  the  ship^ 

And  much  was  made  of  them. 
They  got  them  for  to  oome  on  board, 

And  treated  them  as  men. 
Always  hereafter,  they  did  oome 

Unto  us  every  day. 
Until  they  were  all  tired,  then  they 

With  presents  went  away. 

We  were  all  glad  to  see  thb  tribe 

Information  for  to  get. 
They  told  us  that  this  was  a  bay. 

That  we  took  for  an  inlet, 
After  all  this  intelligence 

That  these  poor  souls  had  told, 
They  would  not  allow  them  to  cone  on  board, 

So  tbay  kept  them  in  tlie  hold. 

They  waiP  not  in  the  least  affronted, 
lint  their  dresses  they  did  brings 

•  We  dMiil4  liave  eoiuidered  onzBdves  eaUod  apoiw  ss  the  adrntavrs  of  the  geaioi  tt  Sm 
poet  of  the  Vletorr,  to  havo  corrected  this  grammatical  error,  bnt  we  were  propeilr  inttaenccd 
by  the  desire  to  allow  him  the  same  privileges  which  are  cUtmed  by  the  m^iarityoT  the  poets 
of  the  present  day,  who  take  aU  posaibte  peins  *»  sluw  ut  that  grammar  and  poetry  have  bo 
ntationship  with  each  othtr. 
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But  not  a  man  before  the  niast  was 

Allowed  to  buy  a  thing ; 
Now  old  Ross  eomes  upon  deek. 

Enquiring^  are  they  eome  I 
He  bnys  all  things,  that  they  have  got. 

And  then,  they  may  go  home. 

That  Ross  he  is  a  ounning^  dog 
Just  fitted  tor  a 


We  bave  submitted  the  remainder  of  the  last  stanza  of  this 
Inily  byronic  composition,  to  the  examination  and  exquisite 
entertainment  of  the  Attorney  General,  and  he  has  strenuously 
adhrised  us,  (and  it  would  have  been  a  scandal  in  him  to  have 
done  otherwise,  considering  the  heavy  fee  which  we  paid  him 
for  such  advice,)  to  omit  it  altogether,  unless  we  felt  a  pungent 
desire  to  be  sent  by  ''  the  most  potent,  grave  and  reverend 
Seigniors^'  of  the  Kings  Bench,  to  eat  blubber  and  seafs  flesh 
with  the  natives  of  Felix  Harbour,  for  the  term  of  two  years 
of  our  natural  life,  and  to  pay  a  heavy  fine  to  his  majesty  the 
king  of  England  which,  en  passant,  we  never  could  pay,  for 
having  been  so  seduced  by  the  poet  laureat  of  the  Victory,  as  to 
throw  the  slightest  shade  upon  the  character  of  the  great  com- 
mander of  her,  especially  on  a  subject  so  tender  as  an  attach- 
ment to  female  beauty,  although  the  object  that  excited  it  may 
have  been  a  fat,  dumpty,  squab-nosed,  smoke-dried  daughter  of 
an  EMjuimaux  seal  hunter. 

Information  has  reached  us  that  the  poet  has  nearly  completed 
an  epic  poem  entitled  Boothia,  in  which  Capt  Ross  is,  of  course, 
the  hero,  and  Yuggeeyueyet,  the  youngest  female  of  the 
Esquimaux,  the  heroine.  As  it  is  now  a  long  time  since  a  good 
epic  poem  has  been  produced  in  this  country,  it  ought  to  be 
considered  as  not  one  of  the  least  of  the  great  advantages  that 
have  accrued  from  the  expedition  of  Capt,  Ross,  that  the  litera- 
ture of  the  country  is  to  be  enriched  with  a  work  which  will 
rival  the  Thalaba  of  Southey  or  the  Leonid's  of  Glover 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


362  LAST  VOYAGE  OF  CAPT.  ROSS. 

From  several  observations  made  by  Commander  Ro8s>  at  this 
time,  'the  latitude  of  Felix  Harbour  was  determined  to  be  69°.  59, 
north,  wd  the  longitude  92^'  V  west. 

The  weather  on  the  16th  being  extremely  fioe,  Commander 
Ross  went  to  the  huts,  and  having  assembled  the  whole  tribe, 
he  told  them,  that  they  were  a  set  of  accooftplished  Tegligiokes 
(thieves,)  and  that  unles  they  brought  all  the  things  back  which 
they  had  stolen,  they  should  never  be  allowed  to  eome  near  the 
ship  again.  This  threat  had  the  desired  effect,  for  on  the 
following  day,  a  party  came  to  the  ship  and  brought  back  all 
the  stolen  property,  and  amongst  the  thieves  appeared,  not  the 
least  conspicuous,  Tullooachiu  with  bis  wooden  leg,  who  brought 
back  a  knife  which  he  had  stolen,  and  with  the  greatest  saimg^ 
froid  deposited  it  in  the  very  pla^e,  from  which  he  had  takea  it, 
which  was  the  mess  berth  of  the  sailors.  They  did  not  appear 
to  be  in  the  least  affected  with  any  shame  on  being  detected  in 
their  little  thefts,  on  the  contrary  by  the  restitution  of  the  things, 
they  seemed  to  think  that  they  had  fully  exonerated  themselves 
from  all  culpability,  and  that  they  ought  to  sUnd  as  high  as  ever 
they  did  in  the  estimation  of  the  crew. 

From  the  18th  to  the  2and  the  wind  blew  keenly  from  the 
north,  which  in  some  degree  impeded  the  ycursions  of  the 
officers  on  shore,  but  still  the  ship  was  visited  every  day  by  the 
Esquimaux,  who,  on  one  occasion  brought  the  skin  of  a  glutton 
and  of  a  musk  ox,  and  a  whole  seal,  for  the  latter  they  oblaiMd 
a  cheese  knife. 

It  may  be  here  necessary  to  mention,  that  the  articles  whid 
Capt.  Ross  gave  to  the  Esquimaux  in  exchange  for  their  dresses, 
skins,  and  other  natural  productions  of  the  country,  were  in  feet 
the  presents  that  were  shipped  on  board  the  Fury,  and  were 
found  by  Capt.  Ross  on  the  beach.  They  consisted  of  knives, 
scissars,  fish  hooks,  harpoon  heads,  darU,  cheese-knives,  awk, 
&c.  It  became  a  question  amongst  the  crew  whether  Capt,  Vpss 
was  authorized  to  make  use  of  those  articles,  as  belonging  ^ 
government  in  the  way  of  exchange  for  the  productions  and 
manufactures  of  the  country,  and  then  appropriating  the  articles 
so  obtained  to  his  sole  use.     They  argued  that  the  articles  were 
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shipped  by  government  on  board  the  Fury  as  presents  to  the 
natives  of  virhatever  country  they  might  visit,  for  the  purpose  of 
obtaining  their  &vot  and  confidence,  as  well  as  their  assistance 
under  any  trying  emergency  that  might  arise,  and  that  although 
they  might  certainly  be  considered  by  Capt.  Ross  in  the  light 
of  treasure-trove,  yet  it  did  not  follovr  that  the  whole  of  them 
belonged  solely  to  himself,  but  thkt  they  should  have  been  dis- 
tributed far  the  general  benefit  of  the  crew,  at  all  events,  that 
a  direcst  mal-vappropriatkm  of  them  was  committed  in  employing 
them  entirely  as  articles  of  barter,  and  not  in  the  way  for  which 
they  were  originally  intended  by  goveminent. 

It  israthera  singular  circumstance,  that  the&ncy  of  Capt.  Ross 
appeared  to  be  particularly  directed  to  the  dresses  of  the  natives ; 
as  no  great  objection  was  sometimes  shown  by  him  to  the  crew 
pofcfaaring  other  articles  of  their  manufacture ;  thus,  the  steward 
pnndiased  a  sledge  of  TuUooachiu,  and  on  examining  it,  it  was 
found  toberaade  of  sahnon,  with  skins  sewed  over  them,  but  the 
erosB  pieces  were  the  leg  bones  of  the  rein-deer«  It  was  not  an 
erroneous  conjecture  of  some  of  the  crew,  that  when  these  poor 
creatvres  are  driven  to  extremity  for  food,  they  turn  to,  and  make 
a  daiiifty  meal  of  their  sledges,  as  with  the  exception  of  the  rein- 
deer bones,  the  whole  of  them  is  eatable.  When  we  refer  to  the 
dteecription  which  Capt.  Franklin  gives,  of  the  different  articles 
of  food  by  which  he  and  his  party  were  maintained,  the  compo- 
nent parts  of  the  sledge  of  an  Esquimaux  would  under  circum- 
stances of  extreme  want,  be  considered  a  real  dainty.  There 
cannot  be  any  comparison  between  a  meal  of  tripe  de  roche,  and 
the  stinking  marrow  of  a  rein-deer  bone,  q|id  a  piece  of  dried 
salmon,  which  by  its  exposure  to  the  frost  has  been  kept  from 
pvtridi^ ;  indeed  the  epicures  amongst  the  Esquimaux  do  not 
hesitate  to  deolare  that  the  flavour  of  the  salmon  is  rather  en- 
hanced by  its  long  keeping,  on  the  same  principle,  we  suppose, 
diat  the  flavor  of  the  game  of  this  dftmtry  rises  in  the  estimation 
of  the  epicure,  in  proportion  as  the  bird  or  animal  approaches  to 
putridity.  At  all  events  it  must  be  a  novel  and  curious  exhibition, 
to  observe  a  party  of  Esquimaux  cutting  up  a  sledge,  and  carving 
out'  fiieoes  of  salmon  according  to  their  respective  tastes,  and 
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Beasoniug  them  with  some  of  the  cl  extracted  from  the  blubber 
of  the  whale.  The  latter  condiment  is  to  the  Esquimaux,  what 
Burgess^  Anchovy  is  to  the  citizens  of  London,  and  instances  are 
not  rare,  in  which  an  Esquimaux  has  been  known  to  devour  four 
pounds  of  seal  flesh  or  of  salmon,  well  soaked  in  whale  oil  at 
one  meal,  with  about  half  a  gallon  of  water  as  the  beverage. 

It  appearing  from  the  report  of  the  natives,  that  the  Glutton 
had  made  its  annual  visit  to  the  country,  several  skins  of  which 
animal  they  had  brought  to  the  ship  for  purchase,  Capt.  Ross 
ordered  the  mechanics  of  the  vessel  to  construct  some  traps  for  the 
express  purpose  of  catching  them,  as  a  high  value  was  put  upon 
their  skins  although  the  equivalent  given  to  the  Esquimaux  for 
them,  was  comparatively  speaking,  a  mere  bauble. 

On  the  2drd,  a  party  of  Esquimaux  visited  the  ship,  bringing 
with  them  the  skin  of  a  glutton  and  a  seal,  for  which  they  received 
in  return  a  knife,  but  it  was  surprising  to  observe,  that  great  aa 
their  anxiety  appeared  to  be,  to  become  the  proprietors  of  so 
valuable  an  article  as  a  knife,  not  the  least  quarrelling  or  alteiea-- 
tion  took  place  between  them,  when  the  article  was  handed  over 
to  one  particular  individual.  The  seal  was  brought  on  a  pledge 
drawn  by  a  dog,  and  the  dexterity  with  which  they  skinned  it, 
could  not  have  been  surpassed  by  the  most  skilful  anatomist. 

Several  ravens  were  now  seen  hovering  about  the  ship,  which 
is  always  considered  by  the  natives  as  a  good  omen,  it  being 
indicative  that  the  seals  and  walruses  are  plentiful  in  the  adjacent 
seas,  as  it  is  from  the  ofifal  of  their  bodies  that  those  birds  generally 
obtain  their  sustenance.  Commander  Ross  made  several  attempts 
to  kill  the  ravens,  but  they  appeared  to  possess  all  the  cunning  of 
their  species,  keeping  as  much  as  possible  out  of  reach  of  the 
shot ;  their  bodies  however  were  only  wanted  as  specimens  of 
the  dififerent  kinds  ol  Sirds  indigenous  to  the  country,  and  two 
being  already  in  the  cabinet  of  Capt:  Ross,  their  escape  was  con- 
sidered a  matter  of  minor  #nportance.  The  officers  in  their 
excursions  were  however  more  fortunate  in  killing  the  foxes  and 
hares,  as  they  seldom  returned  without  some  booty.  The  former 
were  only  prized  on  account  of  their  skins,  but  the  hares  and 
grouse  formed  a  delectable  treat  to  the  elite  of  the  cabin,  althoiigh 
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the  partition  sometimes  of  a  single  grouse  was  regarded  with 
feelings  very  much  akin  to  those,  which  a  pack  of  schoolboys 
exhibit  on  the  cutting  up  of  a  twelfth-cake,  each  fearing  that 
another  may  obtain  the  largest  share. 

There  was  scarcely  a  single  instance  during  the  stay  of  the 
Victory  in  Felix  Harbour,  of  an  E^squimaux  coming  individually 
to  the  ship,  but  on  the  rooming  of  the  24th,  a  woman  was  ob- 
served approaching,  unaccompanied  by  any  of  her  tribe,  and  with 
an  assurance,  which  indicated  that  she  had  come  upon  some 
special  purpose.  She  ascended  the  gangway,  and  placed  herself 
close  to  the  companion  hatchway,  as  if  she  had  almost  a  right, 
to'assume  the  station,  which  she  had  selected.  Considering  the 
savage  mode  of  life  to  which  she  was  addicted,  and  the  total 
absence  of  ail  cultivation  mental  or  personal,  in  which  she  had 
lived  from  hei*  earliest  days,  there  was  a  majesty  in  her  demeanor, 
and  an  intelligence  beaming  in  her  eye,  which  stamped  her  at 
once  the  superior  amongst  her  fellows,  and  declared  that  she  was 
one  of  those,  whom  nature  selects  amongst  a  horde,  like  the  genius 
in  civilized  life,  to  give  them  by  the  force  of  their  intellect, 
power,  dominion  and  influence  over  the  more  rude  and  ignorant 
of  their  species.  It  appeared  that  the  imputation,  which  Com- 
mander Ross  had  thrown  upon  her  tribe,  that  they  were  Tiklig- 
iokes,  or  thieves,  had  rankled  in  the  mind  of  this  extraordinary 
woman,  and  on  finding  an  iron  belaying  pin,  which  had  been 
token  away  by  one  of  her  associates,  she  resolved  to  take  upon 
herself  the  office  of  restoring  it,  and  drawing  it  from  under  her 
vestment,  she  laid  it  upon  the  binnacle,  with  an  air  of  hauteur 
as  if  she  defied  every  one  to  cast  any  further  imputation  upon  her 
tribe.  Capt.  Ross  being  informed  of  the  arrival  of  this  woman, 
whose  name  was  Okkaru,  the  word  signifying  a  tongue  in  the 
Esquimaux  language,  and  which  was  bestowed  upon  her  on 
account  of  her  eloquential  powers,  she  was  admitted  into  the 
cabin,  and  her  demeanor  there  soon  betrayed  the  superior  strength 
of  her  intellect,  by  the  total  absence  of  that  vacant  wonder,  which 
always  distinguishes  the  uncultivated  savage,  on  his  first  intro- 
duction to  the  objects  of  science  and  of  civilized  life.  She 
seated  herself  in  a  chair  without  stopping  for  an  invitation,  and 
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seeing  a  Tiolin  suspendedMn  a  corner  of  the  cabin,  she  appeared 
almost  instinctiyely  to  know  its  use,  and  gave  them  to  know  by 
signs,  that  she  should  like  to  hear  the  sound  of  it;  a  few  chords 
were  struck  upon  it,  and  as  if  bitten  bj  a  tarantula,  she  began 
immediately  to  dance,  but  stopped,  as  soon  as  the  music  ceased. 
Commander  Ross  tiow  asked  her  to  favour  them  with  a  song, 
but  like  certain  other  accomplished  singers,  she  required  a  great 
deal  of  pressing  before  she  would  grant  the  request;  and  she  also 
resembled  certain  singers  in  another  particular,  for  having  once 
began  to  sing,  there  was  no  such  a  thing  as  stopping  her.  Her 
song  was  like  our  Chevy-chase,  with  a  few  of  the  longest  of  the 
Percy  ballads  following  in  succession;  or  she  was  like  the  indi- 
vidual, who  really  could  not  sing,  although  his  companions  were 
in  their  own  minds  convinced  to  the  contrary,  and  therefore  so 
importuned  the  unfortunate  wight  with  their  entreaties,  that  to 
be  revenged  upon  them  for  their  obstinacy,  he  selected  the  two 
lines: 

I  wu  there  all  the  while, 
At  the  siege  of  Belleisle. 

and  with  some  slight  modulation  of  the  voice,  continued  to  chant 
them  for  above  half  an  hour,  until  he  drove  the  major  part  of  his 
audience  out  of  the  room,  considering  that  the  fellow  was  de- 
cidedly mad.  Fortunately  however  for  the  ears  of  Capt.  Ross, 
and  those  of  the  remainder  of  the  audience,  this  Catalani  of  the 
Esquimaux  got  to  the  end  of  her  bravura,  and  Commander  Ross 
made  up  his  mind,  that  if  Okkaru  ever  visited  the  ship  again^ 
never  to  invite  her  to  sing. 

But  the  superior  intelligence  of  this  extraordinary  woman, 
was  perhaps  the  most  conspicuous  in  the  readiness,  with  which 
she  was  made  to  comprehend  the  manner  of  laying  down  on 
paper,  the  geographical  outline  of  that  part  of  the  coast  of 
America,  with  which  she  was  acquainted,  and  the  neighbour- 
ing Islands,  so  as  to  construct  a  chart.  It  was  at  first  found 
difficult  to  make  her  comprehend  what  was  meant,  but  Com- 
mander Ross  discovered  that  she  was  acquainted  with  the  four 
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sardinal  points  of  the  compsss;  for  on  mentioning  the  word 
Kamrntrngnak,  she  pointed  to  the  north — at  that  of  Pinffungnak, 
to  the  aoiAh-^^t  that  of  Ooagmtk,  to  the  west-^nd  at  that  of 
Neeyuk,  to  the  east:  he  then  shewed  her  the  charts  which  had 
been  laid  down  of  the  conntry  and  seas  to  the  westward  by  some 
of  her  tribe,  on  their  first  eoming  on  board  the  Victory,  and 
following  the  tracings  with  her  finger,  she  shook  her  head  on 
coming  to  a  particular  part,  as  if  denoting  that  it  was  erroneous. 
She  was  now  requested  to  alter  it,  as  perhaps  the  very  success  of 
the  expedition  depended  upon  the  information,  which  she  was 
about  to  fiirnish,  and  it  would  greatly  have  amused  an  unconcerned 
looker  on,  to  have  watched  the  anxiety  and  suspense  depicted 
on  the  countenances  of  the  group,  by  whom  she  was  surrounded, 
for  never  were  the  tracings  of  a  pencil  regarded  with  more  eager 
solicitude.  The  Esquimaux,  who  had  been  previously  consulted, 
had  made  the  bay  in  which  the  Victory  then  was,  approaching 
nearly  to  a  Cul  de  $ae,  at  all  events  a  difference  was  distinct  as 
to  the  existence  of  an  open  sea  to  the  westward,  some  denying 
it,  and  others  affirming  it.  From  the  information  of  Okkaru,  it 
appeared  that  there  was  an  open  sea,  at  the  distance  of  about  fifty 
seniks,  but  a  great  difficulty  here  presented  itself,  of  definitively 
determining  that  distance  from  the  term  which  she  had  used. 
Senik  in  the  Esquimaux  signifies  sleep,  and  they  distinguish  the 
distances  from  place  to  lace  by  so  many  seniks,  or  sleeps,  but  the 
length  of  their  sleeps  differs  nsiderably  in  winter  and  summer, 
the  $enik  of  the  former  being  much  longer  than  that  of  the 
latter.  On  referring  however  to  the  voyage  of  Capt.  Parry,  it 
was  found  that  one  day's  sailing  of  the  ship  was  abont  equal  to 
forty  Meniks,  and  therefore,  according  to  the  informatica  of  0ft- 
Iram,  the  open  sea  was  not  much  further  than  one  days  sailing  or 
fifty  Meniks.  In  order  however  to  try  the  veracity  of  Okkaru* s  in 
formation,  she  was  requested  to  draw  the  line  of  the  coast  which 
they  bad  themselves  examined  on  their  passage  to  Felix  Harbour, 
and  they  found  her  delineation  of  it  to  be  perfectly  correct ; 
they  were  therefore  privileged  to  assume,  that  as  her  informa- 
tion on  one  point  was  according  to  their  own  experience,  con- 
formable to  the  truth,  it  was  alsa  fo  on  the  other,  and  it  was 
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the  source  of  no  little  gratification  to  Capt.  Ross,  to  have  the 
opinion  confirmed  by  an  individual^  who  appeared  to  possess  such 
extraordinary  talent,  of  the  existence  of  an  open  sea  to  the 
westward,  and  Okkaru  became  in  consequence  a  great  favourite 
on  board  the  Victory.  The  result  however  of  her  superior  under- 
standing, and  the  attention  that  was  shown  to  her,  was  just 
what  might  have  been  expected:  Okkaru  was  a  female,  and 
what  female  head  is  indifferent  to  praise,  whether  it  be  on  the 
shoulders  of  an  Elsquimaux,  or  a  native  of  Middlesex.  She  found 
that  she  was  treated  with  a  degree  of  confidence,  far  superior  to 
what  was  shown  to  the  other  females  of  her  tribe;  for  whilst 
they  were  not  permitted  to  ascend  the  gangway,  and  were  kept 
shivering  in  the  outer  air,  exposed  to  all  the  violence  of  the 
elements,  the  watchman  on  the  gangway  made  way  for  Okkaru, 
as  if  she  actually  belonged  to  the  ship ;  it  is  not  therefore  to  be 
wondered  at  thdt  she  became  giddy  with  her  exaltation,  and 
began  to  assume  certain  airs,  which  although  infinitely  diversi- 
fied in  their  operation  according  to  circumstances,  perhaps 
universally  attend  a  too  sudden  accession  of  good  fortune  in 
every  child  of  Adam  from  the  equator  to  Felix  Harbour.  The 
consequence  of  all,  which  was  that  Okkaru  was  spoiled;  she  con- 
sidered her  admission  into  the  ship  and  most  of  the  cabins  no 
longer  as  an  indulgence  but  a  matter  of  right ;  she  ceased  to 
return  the  slightest  acknowledgment  for  any  kindness  or  presents ; 
became  listless  and  inattentive  in  unravelling  the  meaning  of  the 
v|uestions  that  were  propounded  to  her,  and  careless  whether  her 
answers  conveyed  the  information  which  was  desired;  in  short 
Okkaru  in  the  middle  of  February  and  Okkaru  on  the  1st  of 
March  were  confessedly  very  different  persons,  at  the  same  time 
It  afforded  no  little  amusement  to  observe  the  airs  and  graces 
which  she  put  on,  whenever  one  of  her  countrywomen  accosted 
her;  turning  her  back  upon  her,  as  if  it  were  a  condescension 
to  speak  to  her  ;  nor  was  it  very  easy  for  any  of  the  crew  to  per- 
suade themselves  that  the  Okkaru  who  brought  the  belaying  pin, 
and  was  glad  to  receive  a  needle  in  return,  was  the  same  person 
who  strutted  about  the  deck  of  the  Victory,  as  if  she  were  Cleo> 
patra  herself  on  board  the  vessel  of  Marc  Anthony.     The  in- 
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formation' of  OAAartf  was  in  many  instances  con^med  respecting  a 
■ea  to  the  westward,  but  as  to  the  possibility  of  navigating  it, 
was  a  question  which  subsequent  events  were  to  confirm  or 
disprove. 

On  the  28th  the  Esquimaux  brought  another  seal^  but  they 
were  not  admitted  on  board.  After  the  performance  of  divine 
service,  it  being  the  sabbath  day,  the  crew  asked  permission  to 
take  a  walk  to  the  huts,  but  the  request  was  most  peremptorily 
refused,  in  fact,  the  disposition  of  Capt.  Ross  appeared  to 
partake  of  the  nature  of  a  vane,  and  in  some  degree  to  be  regu- 
lated by  the  quarter  from  which  the  wind  blew.  He  certainly 
never  condescended  to  give  a  reason  for  the  refusal  which  he 
gave  to  the  crew,  but  it  appeared  to  arise  more  from  the  whim 
of  the  moment,  than  from  any  good  and  substantial  cause.  The 
Esquimaux  received  a  few  fish-liDoks  for  the  seal,  but  they  did 
^not  appear  very  well  satisfied  with  their  reward,  and  as  a  proof, 
on  the  following  day  they  brought  a  glutton,  but  they  would  not 
part  with  it  until  they  knew  what  they  were  to  receive  for  it ; 
which  proves  that  notwithstanding  their  apparent  stupidity  and 
ignorance,  they  began  to  ascertain  some  correct  ideas  of  the 
principles  of  tralKc,  by  not  parting  with  an  article,  until  the 
equivalent  was  determined  upon. 

The  month  of  February  ended  with  fine  weather  but  a  very 
flight  diminution  in  the  intensity  of  the  frost. 
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The  following  is  the  scale  of  the  Temperature  of  the  air,  hf 
the  Thermometer  for  ike  month  ef  February,  1890. 
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CHAPTER  y. 


ntOGBBAINGS  PHOM  TBB  RROT  OP.  MARCH,  Ittt,  TO  THI PIBST  OP  SIFTSMUEE,  \9» 


Notwithstanding  the  treatment,  which  the  Esquimaux  re- 
ceived, they  cdtatiuued  their  visits  daily  to  the  ship,  bringing 
with  them  a  number  of  articles,  the  majority  of  which  were 
claimed  and  purchased  by  Capt.  Ross.  Commander  Ross  find- 
ing that  the  trap,  which  he  had  constructed  for  the  caption  of  the 
gluttons  did  not  prove  successful,  he  questioned  some  of  the  Es- 
quimaux on  the  subject,  and  they  agreed  to  build  one  for  him  on 
their  own  construction.  They  accordingly  accompanied  him  to 
a  particular  place,  where  it  was  alleged  that  the  gluttons  fre- 
quented, but  strange  to  tell,  not  a  glutton  was  caught  in  the 
trap,  although  it  was  subsequently  discovered  that  the  worthy 
Commander,  in  spite  of  his  superior  sense  and  wisdom  was  himself 
caught  in  the  trap,  which  the  stupid  and  simple  Esquimaux  had  laid 
for  him.  It  appeared  indeed  most  surprising  to  the  Commander, 
chat  the  natives,  especially  the  two,  who  had  assisted  him  in  the 
construction  of  the  trap,  seldom  visited  the  ship  without  bring- 
ing a  glutton  with  them,  but  although  he  visited  his  trap  daily, 
not  a  glutton  was  to  be  seen,  yet  by  the  marks  of  their  steps  in 
the  snow,  it  was  evident  that  they  had  been  close  to  it.  Suspect- 
ing that  he  was  the  dupe  of  these  artless,  simple  people,  and  though 
not  exactly  a  glutton  himself,  that  he  had  been  entrapped  by 
them,  he  resolutely  accused  them  at  once,  TUdikpohB  kakawiek 
mikkee,  *'  you  steal  glutton.*^  In  many  previous  instances.  Com* 
mander  Ross  had  succeeded  m  impressing  upon  the  minds  of  the 
Tiatives,  that  he  possessed  some  secret  power  of  discovering  their 
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ocftions,  and  particularly^  where  any  fraud  was  attempted  to  be 
priLctised  upon  him^  and  in  the  present  case^  the  conviction  was 
no  itrong  upon  them,  that  he  was  privy  to  the  whole  o)  ti  ei 
^r«>ceedings,  that  they  confessed  that  two  gluttons  had  been 
caag^bt  in  the  trap,  but  by  a  refinement  of  reasoning  scarcely  to 
be  ixpected  from  such  uncultivated  creatures,  they  argued  that 
as  tiey  had  brought  the  gluttons  to  the  ship,  they  had  rather 
performed  an  act  of  kindness,  than  one  for  which  they  should  be 
cenmired ;  but  then  Commander  Ross  informed  them,  that  as  the 
gluttons  were  caught  in  his  own  trap,  they  were  consequently 
his  property,  and  therefore  they  ought  not  to  have  demanded 
the  same  reward,  as  if  they  had  been  caught  in  traps  of  their 
own  setting.  To  which  the  natives  replied  with  all  the  cunning 
of  the  Jesuit,  that  they  had  not  exacted  the  reward  for  the  ani- 
mals, but  for  the  trouble  of  bringing  them.  There  was  on  the 
part  of  Commander  Ross,  no  surmounting  this  piece  of  deep  cas- 
uistry, and  he  simply  informed  the  natives,  that  for  the  future  he 
would  take  upon  himself  the  trouble  of  conveying  the  captured 
animals  to  the  ship.  They  appeared  fully  disposed  to  acquiesce 
in  this  determination  of  the  Commander,  still  no  gluttons  were 
caught  in  his  trap,  although  the  natives  continued  to  bring 
them.  One  morning,  Commander  Ross  found  a  fox  in  the  trap, 
but  some  circumstances  led  him  to  believe,  that  the  animal  was 
put  there  designedly  by  the  natives,  for  the  purpose  of  deceiving 
him,  and  appropriating  to  themselves  the  whole  trade  in  the 
gluttons,  as  being  far  more  valuable  than  the  foxes. 

On  the  2d  a  party  of  Esquimaux  came  to  the  ship  with  the 
information  of  the  death  of  lUictu,  the  iather  of  TuUooachiu,  and 
who  had  been  drawn  to  the  ship  on  a  sledge,  the  first  day  that 
the  communication  was  opened  between  the  natives  and  the 
crew  of  the  vessel.  As  this  was  the  first  death  that  had  occurred 
in  the  tribe  since  the  arrival  of  the  Victory,  it  was  the  anxious 
desire  of  Mr.  McDiarmid  to  obtain  his  corpse,  and  particularly 
his  head,  as  a  subject  of  comparative  anatomy^  and  the  sequel 
will  shew  the  difficulties  which  attended  the  acquisition  of  it. 
•The  party,  who  brought  the  information  of  the  death  of  llliciu. 
bad  with  them  one  of  the  finest  dogs,  which  had  been  seen  in 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


LAST   VOYAOB  OF  C APT.  R088.  2T3 

that  part  of  the  country :  it  was  purchased  by  Capt.  Ross  at  a 
comparatively  high  price,  and  so  allured  were  the  natives  by  the 
unexpected  extent  of  it,  that  on  the  following  day,  the  same 
party  made  their  appearance,  each  bringing  with  them  a  dog, 
fully  expecting  that  no  objection  would  be  raised  to  purchase 
the  whole  pack  on  the  same  advantageous  terms.  In»this  how- 
erer  they  were  disappointed,  for  as  Capt.  Roes  was  not  at  that 
time  disposed  to  add  to  his  stock  of  the  canine  species,  and  the 
whole  of  the  crew  being  prohibited  from  purchasing  any,  the 
natives  were  obliged  to  retrace  their  steps  homewards,  driving 
their  unmarketable  commodity  before  them  like  so  many  pigs, 
and  with  the  most  evident  signs  of  disappointment  depictured 
on  their  countenance. 

Not  a  day  elapsed  without  some  addition  being  made  to  the 
ttock  of  peltry,  and  on  one  occasion,  the  natives  brought  the 
foetns  of  a  seal,  representing  it  as  a  peculiar  dainty;  not  a  little 
surprise  was  however  manifested  by  them,  when  they  found  that 
their  dainty  morsel  was  rejected,  and  evidently  with  signs  of  dis* 
gust;  one  of  them  however  carefully  took  it  under  his  arms,  and 
literally  licked  it  with  his  tongue,  smacking  his  lips,  as  if  the 
taste  were  most  gratifying  to  him. 

Commander  Ross  spent  the  greater  part  of  the  3rd  at  the  ob« 
senratory,  but  little  transpired  as  to  the  result  of  his  observations. 
As  the  season  advanced,  the  anxiety  of  Capt.  Ross.increa8ed  to  ob- 
tain every  possible  information  relative  to  the  surrounding  seas,  and 
&Iling  in  accidentally  with  two  of  the  natives,  who  appeared  to 
be  better  informed  than  the  others  relative  to  the  adjacent  coasts 
he  required  of  them  to  draw  on  a  level  patch  of  snow  the  course 
of  the  land  or  coast,  and  to  point  out  where  was  the  nearest  place 
to  the  season  the  other  side.  Their  information  was  however  by 
no  means  of  an  encouraging  nature,  for  they  could  not  be  in- 
dnced  to  depart  from  their  original  opinion,  that  no  passage  ex- 
isted to  the  other  sea,  but  they  brought  the  land  all  round,  signify- 
ing thereby  that  the  Victory  was  in  a  large  bay,  studded  with 
many  islands,  and  that  the  place  where  she  then  lay  was  nothing 
more  than  a  small  creek,  between  two  of  the  larger  islands. 
According  to  their  account  however,  there  was  a  large  lake  to  the 
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north  east,  about  the  distaiice  of  fifty  unih,  to  which  their  triba 
were  annually  in  the  habit  of  resorting  during  the  summer,  for 
the  purpose  of  catching  some  large  fish  of  the  salmon  kind,  while 
on  the  banks  the  rein-deer  were  found  in  great  abundance.   With 
that  proneness  that  is  natural  to  the  human  mind  to  believe  that 
which  we  wish  to  be  true,  no  great  degree  of  faith  was  attached 
to  the  report  of  these  Esquimaux,  and  principally  because  they 
differed  from  the  report  which  had  been  given  by  Okkaru,  bat 
when  it  is  considered  that  their  method  of  expressiog  themselves, 
was  scarcely  intelligible  to  those  to  whom  it  was  addressed, 
accompanied  at  the  same  time  by  a  great  difficulty  on  their  part 
in  making  the  natives  comprehend  what  they  meant ;  it  is  very 
possible  that  the  discrepancy  in  their  different  reports  was  not  bo 
grreat  as  it  might  at  first  appear  to  be ;  at  ail  events,  taking  the  in- 
formation which  had  been  received  on  the  whole,  it  was  by  no 
means  encouraging  to  the  adventurous  mariners,  who  began  to 
snspect  that  they  were  ukfi,  cut  de  sac,  and  that  instead  of  at- 
tempting to  penetrate  further  westward,  their  most  prudent  plan 
would  be  to   retrace  their   course,   and  seek  ibr  the  ultimate 
object  of  their  voyage  in  another  quarter. 

On  the  5th  March,  the  whole  tribe  of  the  Esquimaux  amounUng 
to  70,  deserted  their  winter  habitations,  and  separated  in  different 
parties  or  divisions,  ooe  directing  their  course  to  their  summer 
station  about  tep  miles  distant  from  the  ship,  and  another  to  a 
chain  of  islands  that  lay  from  the  ship  in  the  direction  of  N.  N.  E. 
Two  women  left  one  of  the  parties  and  came  to  the  ship  with 
gome  articles  of  peltry,  and  having  obtained  their  price  for  them 
they  returned  highly  satisfied. 

Mr.  Mc'Diarmid  having  ascertained  that  the  natives,  in  ccrn* 
formity  with  their  general  custom,  had  left  the  corpse  of  lUictu 
behind,  he,  accompanied  by  another  of  the  officers,  repaired  to 
the  huts,  but  the  corpse  was  not  to  be  found.  It  was  now  eonject« 
ured,  that  the  information  which  had  been  given  them,  of  the 
corpse  being  still  in  the  hut,  was  given  with  the  design  of  mis- 
leading them,  for  although  comparatively  speaking,  they  cared 
very  little  about  it,  yet  on  account  of  the  enquiries,  which  bad 
been  made  respecting  it,  by  certain  parties  belonging  to  the  ship» 
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the  idea  had  entered  into  the  minds  of  the  natives,  that  the 
Kabloanms,  or  Europeans,  attach  some  value  to  it,  and  therefibre 
had  bmied  it,  or  taken  it  away  with  them.  On  the  following' 
day,  however,  three  women  came  to  the  ship,  with  the  information 
that  the  new  settlement  was  about  twenty  seniks  to  the  south  east, 
and  on  being  questioned  respecting  the  corpse,  they  all  agreed 
that  it  was  left  in  one  of  the  huts,  and  they  described  the  particular 
one,  in  which  it  was  to  be  found.  These  women  brought  the 
bead  of  a  bear,  but  no  further  use  could  be  made  of  it,  than 
sinking  ii  in  the  sea,  and  reducing  it  to  a  skeleton  by  the 
shrimps  eating  off  the  fie  A,  The  distance  not  being  very  great 
to  the  new  station  of  the  Esquimaux,  Mr.  Thoms  and  Mr. 
Mc'Diarmid  set  out  on  an  expedition  to  discover  them,  and  they 
found  them  exactly  as  the  women  had  described  them.  At  the 
same  time  Commander  Ross  went  in  one  of  the  sledges  obtained 
from  the  Es^maux,  and  drawn  by  his  own  dogs  to  Yakkee  HUl, 
so  called  as  being  the  place  from  which  the  huts  of  the  Yaks,  or 
Esquimaux  oould  be  seen ;  the  distance  was  three  miles  and  a 
half,  and  the  dogs  performed  it  in  twenty -seven  minutes.  His 
purpose  was  to  try  the  velocity  of  sound.  He  returned  in 
twenty  eight  minotes. 

Akhough  from  the  state  of  the  weather,  it  was  not  supposed 
that  the  corpse  of  BUetu  would  be  speedily  decomposed,  yet  as 
authentic  information  had  been  received  of  the  exact  hut  in 
which  was  to  be  found,  a  party  was  sent  to  ascertain  the  truth 
of  it,  and  on  entering  the  hut  it  was  actually  found  with  the 
chest  cut  open,  as  &r  down  as  the  navel,  and  so  thick  was  the 
layer  of  fat,  that  with  the  skin  it  measured  f  of  an  inch:  His 
fimeral  couch  ^m^  a  bed  of  snow,  and  it  spoke  but  tittle  for  the 
filial  affection  of  his  sons,  of  whom  he  had  five,  that  they  should 
leave  their  aged  parent,  like  a  beast  that  had  died  in  his  den,  to 
be  gradually  decomposed  by  the  elements,  or  to  fell  a  prey  to  the 
savage  animals  of  the  country.  Literally  speaking  there  is  very 
little  diflbrence  between  a  grave  of  snow  and  a  grave  of  gravel, 
indeed  by  some  the  former  would  be  preferred,  who  hare  a  squeam- 
ish dislike  about  them,  that  the  worms  should  riot  and  revel 
over  a  form,  which,  i^hilst  in  life,  had  cost  them  so  much  trouble 
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to  keep  in  repair,  and  so  much  expenoe  to  beautify  and  adorn. 
But  there  appears  to  be  a  feeling  natural  to  the  human  heart,  re- 
specting  the  last  resting  place  of  those,  to  whom  we  have  been 
attached  by  the  bonds  of  affection,  and  there  are  few  societies^ 
even  in  the  most  savage  life,  in  which  that  feeling  is  not  dis^ 
played  in  the  most  amiable  manner.  In  this  respect,^  however, 
the  Esquimaux  appear  to  stand  in  the  very  lowest  degree  of  human 
nature;  it  is  true,  that  they  sometimes  bury  their  dead,  either  in 
the  snow  or  a  trench  dug  in  the  ground,  but  this  only  happens  in 
those  seasons,  when  an  immediate  removal  from  their  present  place 
of  abode  would  be  inconvenient.  The  ceremony  of  interment  is 
therefore  not  performed  from  any  respect  due  to  the  dead,  but  as 
a  mere  matter  of  c<»ivenienGe  to  the  living;  for  as  in  the  case  of 
the  death  of  lUictu,  the  tribe  preferred  vacating  their  habitations 
and  removing  to  a  distant  quarter,  than  to  incur  the  trouble  of  dig- 
ging a  trench  for  the  body,  which  it  must  be  allowed  with  their  rude 
and  inadequate  tools,  is  a  task  of  no  little  difficulty,  where  the  soil 
itself  is  as  hard  to  penetrate  as  if  it  were  of  granite.  The  total 
absence  of  all  notion  of  a  resurrection,  or  of  an  after  life,  may 
certainly  in  a  great  degree  operate  to  regulate  the  conduct  of  the 
Esquimaux  towards  their  dead,  not  that  it  intrinsically  matters 
in  regard  to  that  great  important  point,  whether  the  corpse  be 
gradually  mouldering  in  the  marble  mausoleum,  or  whether  it  be 
left  bleaching  in  the  storms  of  an  arctic  winter ;  but  they  regard 
a  human  corpse  as  a  thing  so  totally  undeserving  of  all  respect 
or  attention,  that  to  bestow  any  trouble  upon  it,  when  their  owti 
Interest  or  convenience  is  not  concerned,  would  appear  to  them 
as  a  total  waste  of  time.  They  had  not  even  given  themselvev 
the  pains  to  undress  the  reverend  father  of  their^iribe,  for  lUictu 
was  the  most  aged  amongst  them,  and  when  the  visiting  party 
entered  the  hut,  one  of  the  first  things  which  struck  the  attention 
of  Chimham  Thomas,  the  carpenter,  was  the  sound  condition  of 
lUictu's  boots,  which  were  made  of  seal's  skin.  Acting  upon  the 
principle  that  there  is  no  ein  in  robbing  the  dead,  and  Thomas 
being  at  that  particular  time  much  in  want  of  a  good  pair  of 
boots,  he  very  deliberately  cut  them  off,  and  returned  with  his 
uooty  to  the  ship. 
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On  the  return  of  tbe  party  with  the  intelligence  of  the 
disGOTery  of  the  corpse,  Capt.  Ross  determined  that  as  it  had 
•een   deprived  by  the  carpenter  of  one  of  its  extremities,  he 
would    without  any  further  loss  of  time  obtain  possession  of 
the  other,  and  he  therefore  despatched  Mr.  MclHarmid  with 
two  of  the  crew,  to  behead  lUietu,  and  to  bring  to  him  the 
head,  as  Judith  did  of  old  that  of  Holofemes.     The  decapita- 
tion was    performed  by  the  surgeon,    secundum  artem;    and 
being  delivered  to  Capt.  Ross,  it  was  determined  that  it  should 
cut  a  prominent  figure  in  his  cabinet    of  arctic   curiosities. 
Be  it  here  recorded,  that  in  addition  to  the  many  eminent  quali- 
fications which  adorn  the  mind  of  Capt.  Ross,  he  has  obtamed  a 
smattering  of  phrenology,  by  which  li^  has  been  able  to  determine 
by  certain  prominences  on  his  oWn  head,  denominated  in  the  tech- 
nical jargon  of  the  science,  organs  or  bumps,  that  he  possesses  in 
an  eminent  degree  all  the  virtues  which  are  necessary  for  the 
discoverer  of  the  North  West  Passage.     It  is  rumoured,  (but 
rumour  is  often  a  lying  hussey,)  that  it  is  owing  to  the  extraor- 
dinary size  of  the  organ  or  bump  of  conceitedness  that  Capt. 
Ross  was  induced  to  undertake  his  last  voyage,  at  all  events,  he 
had  now  obtained  a  subject  which  could  amuse  him  in  his 
leisure  hours,    and  divert  him  from  perfecting  himself  in   so 
infidlible  a  science  as  phrenology,  by  any  experiments  which  he 
might  feel  himself  inclined  to  perform  on  his  own  head.     He 
turned  and  twisted  the  caput  of  lUictu  round  and  round ;  exam- 
ined this  bump  and  then  that,  and  in  the  first  place  he  discover- 
ed that  the  organ  of  destructiveness  was  strongly  developed  ^> 
a  subsequent  investigation  revealed   to  him  that  BUctu  had 
destroyed  more  seals  and  walruses  than  any  other  of  his  tribe, 
and  therefore  he  had  by  his  own  experimental  researches  fully 
confirmed  the  principles  of  the  science.     He  also  found  that  the 
organ  of  amativeness  was  very  large— Capt.  Ross  knew  that 
lUictu,  for  an  Esquimaux  had  had  a  very  large  family— therefore 
here  again  he  was  right — not  that  his  previous  knowledge  of  the 
extent  of  the  family  of  Illictu  had  the  slightest  influence  on  the 
discovery  of  the  extraordinary  size  of  the  bump  of  amativeness ; 
it  was  clearly  pointed  out  to  the  scholars  of  the  Victory  during 
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o^e  of  their  evenn^  sederants  (we  believe  that  to  be  the  term, 
in  the  oountiy  which  has  the  honor  of  having  given  birth  to 
Capt.  RoBBj  for  the  meeting  of  echolara,)  and  therefore  Capt. 
Ross  oottld  not  have,  been  led  by  any  previous  acquaintance  which 
he  had  cdiected,  toiichiiig  the  state  or  extent  of  lUiciu^s  family. 
There  was  however  one  bump  on  the  head  o/f  fttictu,  which  in 
the  MJS.  before  ns,  appears  as  No.  16,  and  on  referring  to  the 
organic  soak  it  was  foond  to  denote  the  organ  of  intelligence,* 
now  Capt.  Ross  himself  experienced  that  lUictu  was  one  of  the 
most  stmpid  of  his  raoe,  and  where  all  are  most  notoriously 
stupid,  he  who  is  the  most  so,  must  have  reached  the  very  climax 
of  stupidity;  then  what  was  tebe  done  with  bump  No.  16?  it  is 
true  thai  Capt.  Ross  had  verified  the  principles  of  the  science  in 
two  instances,  and  where  a  man  has  succeeded   in  any  attempt 
twice  out  of  thrice;  no  one  has  a  right  to  throw  a  stone  at  him, 
as  a  bhmdermr  in  his  profession :  it  was  however  thought  advis- 
able not  to  push  the  phrenological  researches  any  further,  and  the 
ultimate  destination  of  the  head  of  lUtctu  was  seriaitm  determined 
upon.     It  was  put  into  a  net,  and  let  down  close  to  that  of  the 
bear  under  the  ice,  for  the  shrimps  to  take  their  choice,  between 
the  flesh  of  a  savage  animal  and  a  savage  man,  but  .the  shrimps 
appeared  not  to  entertain  any  relish  for  either  of  them,  for  on 
the  departure  of  the  Victory  from  Felix  Harbour,  no  great  pro- 
gress had  been  made  in  the  consumption  of  the  flesh,  and  in  the 
third  winter  harbour,  the  two  heads  were  entirely  forgotten. 

This  attempt  to  obtain  a  complete  skeleton  of  the  two  beads* 
was  however  attended  with  one  bad  effect,  that  it  gave  the  ma- 
jority of  the  crew  such  a  disgust  for  the  shrimps,  that  they  could 
never  be  prevailed  upon  afterwards  to  eat  them,  although  this 

•  W«  rBmemott  when  tb»  boat  of  Cofder,  the  lanrderar  of  Mute  Mutln,  yn»  tent  by  Bfr.  Oiw 
lidf*,  til*  GovwMT  of  Barf  QmK  to  tho  praent  Aldennan  Kdl7»  It  wm  sabmittMl  to  the  enm- 
Inatlfln  of  tkolndiuf  yhranologlsti  oflte  day,  but  thejr  wen  kept  la  Ignoniice  of  the  exact  nb- 
Jeetflrom  which  the  boat  WM  taken.  The  leport  was,  that  tte  orian  of  deetraotlTeiMae  wae  Terr 
lafaMite ladeed,  whflit thoie  of  amtaWenew end hwaaaitr ware  itwagiy  dardoged.  Whenfbey 
woe  Infonaed  that  they  had  tweaezamininf  the  boet  of  Ooidcr,  they  looked  tignHloaBtlyfai  each 
othcf*!  t$ee,  and  ezdalmed,  "  Brother,  brother,  we  are  both  In  the  wrong.*'  This  wae  a  flicoa^ 
I  of  the  Edinbwf  Toniip. 
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aTersion,  like  all  others,  winch  have  not  a  natural  origin,  but 
are  acquired  bj  circumstances,  mig^bt  have  been  easily  overcome, 
if  they  would  for  a  moment  have  taken  it  into  their  consideration, 
that  the  shrimps  and  in  fact,  many  other  fish,  which  they  eat  with 
so  much  relish  in  their  native  country,  nourish  themselves  on  the 
putrid  carcases,  human  and  animal,  which  casualties  have  thrown 
in  their  way.  One  hundred  lobsters  have  been  known  to  reduce 
a  plump  human  corpse  to  the  state  of  a  complete  skeleton  in  a 
few  hours,  and  yet  the  alderman  or  the  vestryman,  who  might 
praise  the  extraordinary  sweetness  of  the  sauce  which  has  been 
made  of  one  of  these  lobsters,  little  dreams  that  the  superiority  of 
the  flavour  is  perhaps  owing  to  its  having  fed  lately  on  human 
flesh,  which  is  known  to  surpass  all  others  in  its  sweetening  and 
fattening  qualities. 

The  party,  who  had  repaired  to  Yakkee  Hill  for  the  purpose 
of  ascertaining  the  new  situation  of  the  Esquimaux,  had  so  sta- 
tioned themselves  that  by  means  of  their  telescopes,  they  could 
observe  the  motions  that  were  going  forward  on  board  the  Victory, 
as  well  as  the  actions  of  the  Esquimaux  about  their  huts.  They 
saw  the  women,  who  had  been  to  the  ship  with  their  peltry,  shap- 
ing their  course  homewards,  and  they  had  no  sooner  wound  round 
a  small  pn>montory  from  which  they  could  be  seen  from  the  huts, 
than  the  men  were  seen  running  to  and  fro,  as  if  to  report  the 
approach  of  the  women,  and  some  of  them  hastened  forward  to 
give  them  their  meeting,  evidently  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining 
from  them  the  proceeds  of  their  traffic. 

In  general  the  Esquimaux  burld  their  huts  in  the  snow  on  ac* 
count  of  the  great  facility  of  obtaining  the  materials,  for  the  con- 
struction of  them,  but  in  the  present  instance  they  deviated  from 
their  usual  custom,  and  built  them  on  the  ice,  which  occasioned 
them  an  extra  degree  of  trouble,  as  they  had  to  convey  the  slabs 
of  snow  from  some  distance,  with  the  risk  of  them  breaking  in 
the  transportation.  The  cause  of  this  change  of  site  was  repre- 
sented to  be,  a  desire  to  be  more  contiguous  to  the  seal-holes,  as 
they  could  idmost  sit  before  the  entrance  of  the  hut,  and  kill  the 
animals  as  they  emerged  from  the  ice. 

The  names  of  the  men  and  their  wives  who  constituted  this 
little  cdony  were, 
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MSM.  WIVES, 

TIGGEETAGUO. 
POOYATUK. 

TOOTOOAK. TERREKEWONA. 

IKMALIK. 

ARCHNALUAK KAKKAAKENU. 

NARLOOK. HELENA. 

TlAGASa 

OOBLOORAIAK ULUNENA. 

NOWUNOW. 

POOWUTYOOiL 

NUTCHEUK. 

From  which  it  appears  that,  of  eleven  men  of  which  the  tribe  oi 
division  consisted,  five  onlj  had  wives,  and  their  families  combined 
amounted  only  to  14  persons,  and  not  a  female  amongst  them 
that  was  marriageable.  We  expect  to  receive  the  sincere  thanks 
of  Dr,  Malthas  for  this  piece  of  intelligence^  as  we  have  pointed 
out  to  him  one  part  of  the  globe,  where  the  propagation  of  the 
human  species  is  remarkably  slow,  and  where  there  is  no  fear  of 
the  population  exceeding  the  means  of  subsbtence,  so  long^as 
the  seas  continue  to  swarm  with  whales,  seala,  and  walruses. 

The  7th  being  Sunday,  after  divine  service  had  been  performed^ 
the  crew  were  permitted  to  walk  to  the  huts,  at  the  same  time 
that  the  steward  took  the  sledge  and  the  dogs  for  the  purpose  of 
exercising  them.  They  bent  their  course  first  to  the  huts  which 
had  been  deserted,  for  the  express  purpose  of  obtaining  a  view  of 
the  corpse  of  Ulictu^  which,  in  its  then  mangled  state  could  not 
have  been  a  very  pleasing  sight.  On  entering  the  hut,  in  which 
the  surgeon  had  performed  the  operation  of  decapitation,  it  was 
evident  from  the  marks  which  were  distinguishable  on  the  snow, 
that  it  had  been  visited  by  some  savage  animal,  who  perhaps  had 
made  a  dainty  meal  of  the  remainder  of  the  corpse,  but  still  it 
was  conjectured,  that  had  such  been  the  case,  some  remains  of 
the  body  would  have  been  found»  for  it  was  scarcely  possible  for 
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anT  animal  to  have  dragged  it  out  of  the  hut,  nor  were  there  an? 
marks  on  the  outside  which  could  warrant  the  supposition,  that 
an  animal  bad  effected  its  entire  removal.  The  disappearance 
of  the  body  remained  a  mystery  which  never  was  solved ;  on 
questioning^  however,  some  of  the  tribe,  who  had  built  their  huts 
on  the  ice,  they  shook  their  heads  in  a  most  sig^nificant  manner* 
and  it  was  evident  that  thej  knew  of  the  head  having  been  taken 
away,  for  one  of  them  drew  his  hand  across  his  throat,  which  was 
at  once  explanatory  that  they  had  discovered  the  abstraction  of 
the  member,  and  therefore  it  was  most  probable  that  they  bad 
removed  the  remainder  altogether,  as  it  was  not  unlikely  that  the 
same  party,  who  had  taken  such  a  fancy  to  the  head,  might  have 
also  the  same  longing  for  an  arm  or  a  leg,  although  to  what  uses 
they  could  be  applied  was  a  problem,  too  difficult  for  their 
limited  capacity  to  solve. 

The  specimens  of  the  ingenuity  of  the  Esquimaux  had  hitherto 
been  confined  to  the  manufacture  of  their  bows  and  arrows,  and 
some  articles  of  their  apparel,  although  it  was  supposed  that  had 
the  necessary  materials  been  forthcoming,  they  would  have  been 
able  to  produce  many  things  fully  adequate  to  prove  that  their 
inventive  powers  were  not  so  meagre  and  limited  as  the  crew  of 
the  Victory  were  led  to  believe.  Iron  and  wood  were  almost 
wholly  wanting;  the  chief  material  of  all  their  manufactured 
articles  consisting  of  the  bones  of  the  different  animals,  which 
were  indigenous  to  their  country.  On  the  18th  two  women  came 
to  the  ship,  bringing  with  them  a  basin  made  of  the  horn  of  a 
musk  ox,  but  the  workmanship  was  rude  and  clumsy  in  the  ex« 
treme.  The  arrival  of  these  women  with  this  new  specimen  of 
Esquimaux  ingenuity  was  announced  to  Capt.  Ross,  and  it  may 
be  easily  supposed.that  he  did  not  let  such  a  favodrable  oppor* 
tunity  escape  him  of  adding  sq  valuable  an  article  to  his  cabinet 
of  curiosities. 

It  has  been  said  by  a  great  man,  that  **  dire  events  from  trivial 
causes  flow,^  and  every  man^  who  will  give  himself  the  trouble 
to  take  a  survey  of  his  own  life,  will  find  that  the  most  important 
events  of  it  have  sprung,  not  from  circumstances  to  which  he 
attached  the  greatest  importance,  but  from  some  trifling  incidents 
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which  he  deemed  scarcely  worthy  of  his  notice.  This  position 
has  been  notably  illustrated  by  Swift,  in  the  case  of  a  gresX  war 
ensuing^  from  the  tritial  dispute,  whether  an  egg  can  stand  on  its 
little  end  or  its  h\g  one ;  and  it  is  well  known  that  the  lengfth 
of  Cleopatra^s  nose  was  the  cause  of  a  war,  in  which  it  may  be 
said,  that  Caesar  and  Anthony  fought  for  a  world  and  a  woman^ 
and  both  were  lost.  When  therefore  such  important  events  can 
flow  from  causes  so  very  trivial,  is  it  to  be  wondered  at  that 
a  civil  war  shonid  have  nearly  broken  out  amongst  the  tribe  of 
Esquimaux,  at  the  mere  loss  of  a  basin  made  of  the  horn  of  an  ox  f 
but  so  it  is  written  in  the  chronicles  of  those  days,  and  the  country 
is  indebted  to  Capt.  Ross,  or  more  properly  speaking  to  the  in« 
dividnals,  who,  contrary  to  the  knowledge  and  expectation  of  that 
indiridual  have  furnished  us  with  the  materials  for  this  work,  m 
having  been  the  instruments  of  conveying  to  this  country,  an  ac* 
countof  so  important  an  epoch  in  the  history  of  the  Esquimaux 
people.  Thus  it  is  written  in  the  chronicles  before  us«  that  there 
was  in  the  possession  of  OolHooraiak,  a  certain  utensil,  which 
after  great  labour  and  trouble,  he  had  manu&ctured  from  thd 
horn  of  a  musk  ox,  and  from  which  it  was  his  custom  to  recreate 
himself  with  copious  draughts  of  seal's  blood,  or  in  default  of 
that  refreshing  and  gratifying  beverage,  with  water  from  the 
rivulet  or  from  ice  thawed  over  his  lamp.  That  it  was  on  or 
about  the  8th  March,  1830,  according  to  the  computation  of  the 
KaJUoonoBy  that  the  said  OoUooraiak  betook  himself  to  a  distance 
from  his  dwelling,  to  certain  holes  or  cavities  in  the  ice,  then 
and  there  to  kill  certain  seals  and  walruses  for  the  support  of 
his  beloved  wife  Ulunena,  and  their  chubby  beautiful  offspring, 
and  to  regale  himself  on  his  arrival  at  home,  with  a  hearty 
potation  of  tUh  blood  of  the  aforesaid  animals,  from  the  cup  made 
of  the  ox's  horn.  It  further  appears  in  the  said  chronicles,  that 
OoUooraiak,  like  the  husbands  in  more  civilized  countries, 
possessed  the  fullest  confidence  in  the  integrity  and  decorous 
conduct  of  his  beloved  Ulunena  during  his  absence,  and  con- 
sequently left  her  in  possession  of  all  his  goods  and  chattels, 
amongst  which,  was  comprised  the  valuable  cup  or  basin,  the 
worth  of  which  to  him  was  greater  than  its  weight  in  silver  or 
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gold,  those  metak being  to  him  as  mere  pieces  of  shining  dross,  in 
oomparison  to  the  transparent  and  beautiful  solidity  of  a  circular 
piece  of  horn.  Delicately  indeed  have  the  said  chronicles  hinted, 
that  many  European  husbands  have  been  most  wofiilly  deceived, 
in  the  estimate  which  they  have  formed  of  the  integrity  and 
decorous  conduct  of  their  wives,  during  their  temporary  absence 
from  home,  and  therefore  that  it  becometh  not  any  Kabloona  to 
bespatter  with  the  mud  of  his  censure  the  wife  of  OoUooraiak, 
for  any  little  wandering,  which  she  may  have  committed  from 
the  straight  forward  road  of  duty,  whilst  her  husband  was  seaU 
ing  the&te  ol  a  seal,  for  the  gratification  of  her  blubbery  appe- 
tite. It  is  the  custom  of  the  KaUootta  wives  on  the  commission 
of  any  particular  peccadillo  to  ascribe  it  to  the  irresistible  tempta> 
tion  of  a  certain  individual  who  holds  his  C4mrt  in  Pandemonium, 
considering  that  as  their  amiable  and  virtuous  progenitor  Eve, 
could  not  withstand  the  seductive  and  ikscinating  powers  of  that 
finished  gentleman,  it  ought  not  in  charity  to  be  attributed  to 
them  as  a  crime,  if  at  any  time  they  yielded  to  an  over-powering 
temptation,  which  might  be  designedly  or  accidentally  thrown 
in  their  way.  Unfortunately  however  for  Ulunena  she  could  not 
shelter  ^rself  under  the  wings  of  so  accommodating  a  person 
age  for  any  transgression  which  she  might  commit,  for  she  had 
never  heard  of  his  existence,  and  we  sincerely  hope  that  her 
Ignorance  will  be  everlasting.  But  that  Ubmena  was  tempted — 
and  irresistibly  tempted — the  chronicles  distinctly  relate,  but 
by  what  witch,  imp,  fiend  or  devil,  there  is  no  record  existing 
to  telL  She  had  just  fulfilled  the  pleasing  occupation  of  the 
mother,  in  having  satiated  the  appetite  of  her  children  with  a 
few  pounds  of  seal's  flesh,  and  had  plentifully  lubricated  their 
throats  with  a  corresponding  quantity  of  the  best  rancid  oil, 
when  our  devil  (for  no  other  person  could  have  been  guilty  of 
such  a  wicked  act,)  must  either  by  land  or  by  water,  (the  chron« 
ides  are  certain  he  did  not  come  from  above,)  have  found  his 
way  to  the  hut  of  Ulunena,  and  there  infiised  his  tempting  spirit 
into  her  hitherto  pure  and  sinless  heart;  she  looked  at  the 
basin  of  the  ox*8  horn— but  why  did  it  at  this  time  so  particu- 
larly attract  her  attention  ?  she  had  frequently  and  daily  looked 
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at  it,  and  saw  in  it^no  more  than  the  speeioien  of  her  dear 
husband's  ingenuity,  and  the  favourite  utensil  from  which  he 
quaffed  his  invigorating  potations  of  the  sanguineous  fluid  of 
the  seal — She  looked  at  the  basin  again,  (the  devil  himself  or 
one  of  his  imps,  must  have  been  at  her  elbow,)  What!  -she 
exclaimed  (we  have  translated  this  monologue  literally  from  the 
original  before  us,)  what  ?  if  I  were  to  take  the  basin  to  the 
KaHoonas  ?  what  might  I  not  obtain  for  it  ? — some  hooks  I 
some  needles !  and  Oh!  perchance — a  looking  glass? — ^there  was 
happiness — ^there  was  rapture  in  the  very  thought — ^to  behold 
daily  and  hourly  her  own  beautiful  countenance,  her  black  and 
streaming  hair,  in^all  its  wild  and  matted  confusion — ^to  be  able 
to  adjust  her  Togluga  (band  for  the  hair,)  with  becoming  grace, 
and  to  see  that  her  hood  was  not  put  on  awry ;  what  was  the 
worth  of  an  insignificant  basin  of  horn,  in  comparison  to  such 
inestimable  advantages?  Her  husband  might  make  another  basing 
but  was  the  opportunity  to  be  lost  of  obtaining  possession  of  so 
valuable  an  article  as  a  looking  glass^  for  the  KMoonai  might 
never  visit  their  coasts  again ;  thus  like  many  other  daughters  of 
Eve,  who  are  about  to  commit  an  act  which  their  conscience 
disproves,  she  argued  herself  into  a  clear  imputation  of  all  crime 
in  the  disposal  of  the  basin,  and  making  a  confidant  of  Kak'- 
kaakenu,  they  set  forward  to  the  vessel  with  the  devoted  article, 
but  great  and  grievous  was  the  mortification  of  Ulunenas  when 
instead  of  the  much  wished  for  mirror,  she  received  only  four 
needles  and  two  fish-hooks. 

The  sun  had  just  shown  his  upper  limb  above  the  horizon,  when 
Oohlooraiak  was  seen  crawling  into  his  hut,  dragging  after  him 
a  ponderous  seal,  from  the  posterior  part  of  which  he  anticipated 
a  sumptuous  feast  of  some  broiled  cutlets,  and  an  invigorating 
draught  of  its  serous  blood,  but  in  order  to  obtain  the  latter, 
it  was  necessary  that  the  animal  should  be  immediately  anato- 
mized, or  the  blood  might  be  so  coagulated,  as  to  render  it  un- 
potable.  Into  the  throat  of  the  animal,  Ooblooraiak  plunged  his 
knife — Ossarsaree  mikkee*  exclaimed  Ooblooraiak,  give  me  the 

•  The  litenl  sigrniflcatton  of  these  words,  is  *«BeloTc<l  Bitch,'»  it  is  however  an  cxprewion  of  great 
ciKicannenl,aiDuiiffst  the  Esquimaux,  and  should  a  luvc-bick  bwain  arnQoest  them,  crcr  atfccmpi 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


LAST   VOYAGR  OF  CArPT.   ROSS.  285 

basin.  The  blood  was  flowing  on  the  ground,  and  Ulunena 
biought  not  the  basin.  The  basin!  repeated  OoMooratai, in  the 
most  authoritative  tone; — Kab — Kab — KMoana,  stammered 
XJlunena,  and  looked  as  pale,  as  a  smutty  smoked  Esquimaux 
could  look — Ooblooraiak  sprang  from  the  ground ,  the  bloody 
knife  in  his  hand,  and  with  a  stentorian  voice  roared  out,  jYici- 
hMckpofyumknutcheuk!  I*  It  was  a  sound  at  which  Ulunena 
shook  with  terror,  and  bad  she  been  educated  at  an  English 
boarding  school,  where  the  pupils  are  taught  how  to  faint  with 
grace  and  elegance,  there  is  little  doubt  but  that  she  would  have 
displayed  some  of  the  evolutions,  circumvolutions,  and  revolutions 
which  are  practised  on  those  occasions;  nor,as4be  novelists  have 
it,  could  she  apply  her  handkerchief  (not  having  one)  to  her  eyes, 
imd  rush  out  of  the  hut  con  sirepita — ^but  she  did  what  every  other 
Esquimaux  woman  would  have  done  on  such  a  terrific  occasion, 
when  her  husband  stood  before  her  with  a  bloody  knife  in  his 
hand,  and  his  utterance  choaked  with  rage,  she  threw  herself  on 
her  knees,  not  for  the  purpose  of  imploring  the  pardon  of  her 
offended  husband,  but  as  being  the  posture  most  convenient  and 
proper  to  enable  her  to  crawl  out  of  the  hut,  and  seek  a  refuge 
in  the  hut  of  Kakkaakenu,  her  coadjutor  and  accomplice  in  the 
atrocious  act«  Tookoopoke  /  Tookoopoke  /i  now  sounded  through 
the  whole  village ;  like  rabbits  when  bunted  out  of  their  holes  by 
the  ferrets,  from  the  opening  of  every  hut  were  seen  crawling 
the  inmates,  to  learn  the  cause  of  the  dreadful  commotion. 


to  indite  an  epistle  to  his  Inamorata^  this  would  appear  at  the  commencement  as  synonymou4  with 
our,  *'  If  7  dearest  life,**  or  *'  My  darling  love.'* 

*  This  word  is  decidedly  ontranalatable  i  but,  by  a  snl^oined  note  we  areinlbrmed,  that  it  con- 
tains the  essence  of  all  the  corses  of  Emolphus,  and  the  quintessence  of  all  the  anathematisinK 
corses  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church.  The  G— — me  of  the  English^  the  F- — r  of  the  Flrench, 
and  the  S— — t  of  the  Gennans,  are  in  comparison  to  it,  epithets  of  mildness. 

t  The  Greeks  had  no  word  m  their  langoage  for  pBrricide»  as  it  was  a  crime  they  did  not  sap> 
pose  a  hwcan  being  oonld  commit}  on  the  same  principle,  the  Xsquimaox  have  no  word  in  Cbeit 
langnage  for  murder,  it  being  a  crime  unknuwu  amongst  them.  The  sigcification  of  TookoopokB 
In  **  kill  he  docs,"  as  in  their  language,  the  auxiliary  verb  always  follows  the  active,  and  the  verb 
Ibtkiws  the  noun,  as  KMukpuke,  **  knot  he  ticb,**  KaAlcckj/okv,  "  biccchcs,  he  puts  on  his.*' 
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OoUooraiak  appeared,  and  as  well  as  bis  rage  would  permit 
btoi^  he  made  known  to  the  assembled  tribe  the  heinous  crime 
which  his  ''  beloved  bitch^  had  performed,  and  another  proof  was 
now  given  in  addition  to  the  many  thousands  that  ar«  recorded 
in  every  page  of  history,  that  let  the  guilt  of  an  individual  be 
ever  so  great,  there  will  be  found  some,  who  will  attempt  to 
palliate  it,  and  in  some  instanoes  to  exonerate  the  reputed  crimi- 
nal altogether.  It  is  however,  in  some  respects,  not  with  the 
Esquimaux  as  it  is  with  the  Kabloonas  ;  with  the  former  the  de« 
linquent  bad  every  one  of  her  own  sex  to  espouse  her  cause,  they 
saw  in  her  transgression,  nothing  more  than  what  every  one  of 
Uiem  would  have  done  under  similar  circumstances  of  strong 
temptation ;  said  without  the  light  of  Christianity  to  guide  them 
on  their  way,  or  the  power  of  education  to  influence  their  actions^ 
they,  from  a  natural  bias,  looked  with  an  eye  i>f  indulgence  and 
forbearance  on  the  fault,  which  their  fellow  woman  had  com- 
mitted, and  resolved  to  rescue  the  delinquent  from  the  vengeance 
of  her  infuriated  husband.  With  the  Kabloonas  on  the  contrary, 
small  indeed  is  the  mercy  which  is  shown  by  a  female  to  a  fallen 
one  of  her  own  sex,  and  if  she  has  stepped  aside  from  the  path 
of  virtue  in  one  particular  direction,  the  damned  sinner  might 
as  well  look  for  mercy  from  the  fiends  of  hell,  as  the  female 
culprit  from  her  sister  woman.  With  the  consciousness  that  the 
same  crime  cannot  be  imputed  to  herself,  for  the  best  of  all  reasons 
perhaps,  that  her  virtue  has  never  been  tempted,  nor  her  heart 
been  ignited  by  the  fire  of  an  ardent  love,  she  assumes  to 
herself  the  character  of  the  spotless  saint,  and  thinks  herself 
entitled  on  every  occasion,  to  splutter  forth  the  effusions  of  her 
indignation  and  contempt  for  the  individual,  who,  after  all,  has 
only  shown  herself  in  obedience  to  the  laws  of  nature  and  her 
God. 

The  Esquimaux  is  the  child  of  nature,  the  European  the  mechan- 
ical subject  of  education  and  civilization,  and  we  require  not  at 
the  present  day,  the  eloquence  of  Jean  Jaques  to  show  us  the 
relative  superiority  of  the  two  characters  when  taken  in  the  ab- 
stract, and  wider  as  the  circle  of  a  man's  experience  extends  in 
the  world,  the  firmer  will  be  his  conviction,  that  in  proportion 
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AS  an  individual  departs  from  the  course  pointed  out  to  him  by 
nature,  and  allows  himself  to  be  governed  by  the  forms  and 
ceremonies  of  civilized  life,  the  more  he  is  to  be  feared  and  sus- 
pected, and  to  be  treated,  as  if  with  the  acquired  knowledge  of 
those  ceremonies,  he  had  also  become  habituated  to  all  the  vices 
which  disfigure  the  human  character.  It  was  the  influence  of 
this  principle  that  impelled  the  crabbed  cynic  Diogenes  to  strip 
the  cock  of  its  plumes,  and  turning  him  loose  into  the  academia 
exclaimed,  '  Behold  the  man  of  civilization !' 

Whilst  thus  descanting  on  the  relative  advantages  of  nature 
and  education,  the  hubbub  of  war  has  been  sounding  in  the  hsqui- 
maux  village,  and  happy  will  posterity  deem  itself,  that  a  faithful 
chronicler  has  been  found,  to  record  the  various  exploits  which 
were  then  achieved*  the  singular  instances  of  generalship  per- 
formed by  the  combatants,  and  lastly  the  peace  that  was  afiected 
by  the  all  conquering  power  of  female  persuasion.     Singular 
indeed  would  it  have  been  if  the  latter  event  had  not  taken  place, 
considering  that   Ulunena  had  succeeded  in  enlisting  every  fe* 
male  of  the  tribe  in  her  behalf,  and  they,  in  addition,  holding  a 
considerable  niunber  of  the  male  population  under  their  dominion, 
for  let  it  not  be  thought  that  such  a  weighty  difference  exists  itl 
the  domestic  relations  of  an  Elsquimaux  and  a  European,  that 
the  character  of  a  henpecked  husband  is  not  to  be  found  amongst 
them,  for  as  Adam  was  the  first  person  who  appeared  in  that 
character  in  the  theatre  of  this  world,  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at 
that  a  number  of  people,  have  been  ever  since  most  anxious  to 
follow  in  his  steps,  and  to  show  themselves  as  willing  and  able 
as  he  was  to  enact  the  character,  to  the  very  life,  in  all  its  shades 
and  diversities.    It  was  indeed  confessed  that  on  the  present 
occasion  the  Esquimaux  women  assumed  a  power,  which  did 
not  belong  to  them,  but  that  is  by  no  means  a  circumstance  of 
any  very  great  rarity,  either  in  the  vicinity  of  Felix  Harbour  or  on 
the  banks  of  the  Thames,  for  instead  of  allowing  their  husbands 
to  interfere  personally  in  the  business,  they  placed  thenlselves 
nt  the  entrance  of  their  huij:,.  and  prevented  their  egress,  con- 
sidering that  there  was  already  a  sufficiency  without,  to  bring 
the  matter  to  an  amicable  issue,  and  that  were  the  number  to 
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be  increased,  the  greater  would  be  the  risk  of  the  war  being 
extended  to  an  indefinite  term,  and  the  harmony  of  the  settle- 
ment destroyed  for  ever.  To  say  that  any  action  of  consequence 
Mras  ever  committed  without  a  woman  being  remotely  or  imme- 
diately connected  with  it,  were  to  give  our  enemies  an  indisput- 
able proof  in  their  hands,  that  we  know  nothing  either  of  woman 
or  the  world  in  which  she  moves.  Who  is  she  f  said  the  Schah 
of  Persia  to  one  of  his  attendants,  who  brought  him  the  intelli- 
gence of  the  death  of  one  ef  his  subjects,  who  had  his  brains 
knocked  out  by  falling  from  a  sctfffold. — Go  and  inquire,  said 
the  Schah,  Who  is  shei  The  messenger  returned,  and  informed 
the  Schah,  that  he  had  made  the  necessary  inquiries  and  had 
learned,  that  the  man  overbalanced  himself  and  fell  from  the 
scaffold — fVho  is  she  i  vociferated  the  Schah,  bring  me  instant 
intelligence,  or  the  bastinado  is  your  lot — ^The  messenger  re- 
sumed his  inquiries,  and  on  his  return  to  the  Schah  informed  him, 
that  he  had  ascertained  that  one  of  the  most  beautiful  women  of 
bis  harem  was  passing  by,  and  the  man  in  attempting  to  obtain 
a  glimpse^of  her,  overbalanced  himself  and  fell.  I  knew  it, 
said  the  S6hah,  there  never  was  a  circumstance  of  any  conse- 
quence that  ever  took  place,  in  which  a  woman  was  not  in  some 
degree  concerned.  It  appears  that  this  principle  acts  with 
equal  force  in  the  vicinity  of  Felix  Harbour,  as  at  the  court  of 
Ispahan,  and  although  daily  experience  proves  to  us  that  a 
v^oman  is  often  the  fomentor  of  broils  and  quarrels,  yet,  that 
on  the  other  hand,  she  is  the  most  successful  peacemaker  that 
can  be  selected,  except  in  cases  of  jealousy  or  infidelity,  in 
which  she  is  a  person  as  fit  and  proper  to  be  chosen  a  pacificator, 
as  a  tigress  in  the  settling  of  a  dispute  between  two  lambs. 
The  loss  of  the  basin  was  undoubtedly  one  of  a  serious  and 
mortifying  nature ;  it  was  looked  upon  as  a  kind  of  heir  loom  in 
the  family,  and  more  than  all,  from  what  utensil  was  the  invi- 
gorating draught  of  the  seal  s  blood  henceforth  to  be  taken  ?•— * 
these  were  circumstances  undoubtedly  calculated  to  raise  the 
asperity  of  a  more  cold  blooded  being  than  an  Esquimaux,  biit 
then  on  the  other  hand,  was  nothing  gained,  as  a  son  of  Erin 
would  say,  by  the  loss  of  the  basin?  the  season  foi  salmon  fisb- 
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log  was  fiist  approaching ;  was  the  acquiBition  of  a  dozen  of 
fish-hooks  to  be  regarded  as  a  trifle,  when  perhaps  fifty  limes  the 
vahie  of  a  basin  of  born  might  be  obtained,  and  their  stow-holes 
Aled  with  fish- as  an  absolute  safeguard  from  all  future  want! 
And  then,  were  there  not  a  doaeen  seal's  skins  lying  uselessly  in 
a  corner  of  the  hut  for  the  want  df  the  materials  and  instruments 
to  convert  them  into  clothing  for  the  ensuing  winter  ?  and  now 
that  the  said  materials  and  instruments  had  been  obtained  by 
the  address  and  activity  of  the  affectienate  spouse  of  Oobloo- 
raiak,  was  it  to  be  visited  upon  her  as  a  otime,  and  punishment 
to  be  inflicted  upon  her,  as  if  she  had  committed  an  act  which 
compromised  the  character  or  happiness  of  her  husband  and 
fiMnilyl  These  were  arguments,  which  Ooblooraiak  himself 
could  not  controvert,  he  looked  at  the  hooks,  and  in  imagination 
he  saw  the  number  of  salmon  djugged  by  them  from  their  native 
element  into  his  stow*hoIe;  he  looked  at  the  needles,  and 
IXunena  declared  that  she  should  now  be  able  to  manufacture 
for  bitn  one  of  the  best  suits  of  clothing,  that  had  ever  hung  on 
his  back,  since  they  had  become  man  and  wife;  he  laid  down  the 
veogeiul  knife  on  the  snow,  his  nose  and  that  of  ''his  beloved 
•bitch*'  were  heartily  rubbed  against  each  other,  and  Tiggeetaguo 
arriving  at  that  opportune  moment  with  a  'fine  seal,  the  throat 
was  cut,  and  catching  the  ruby  liquor  in  the  palms  of  their 
hands,  for  want  of  a  horn  basin,  they  drank  oblivion  to  the 
past,  and  permanent  concord  for  the  future. 

Whilst  these  eventful  circumstances  were  passing  in  the 
village  of  the  Esquimaux,  no  great  diflerence  was  observable  in 
ihe  daily  occupations  of  the  Kahloon^as  on  board  the  Victory. 
Their  life  was  a  dull,  uniform  state  of  monotony,  with  very  little 
to  enliven  it,  and  that  little  dealt  out  with  a  sparing  and  nig- 
gardly band.  It  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  if  ill  humour  and  A\u 
content  now  and  then  exhibited  themselves,  especially  as  it  was 
well  known  tliat  Capt.  Ross  and  Commander  Ross  in  many  points 
^ere  unfriendly  towards  each  other,  and  that  their  views  and  airns^ 
their  opinions  and  plans  did  not  in  the  least  harmonise  together. 
As  the  active  efficient  officer,  the  weight  of  the  expedition  was 
apen   the  shoulders  of  Commandef  Ross ;  the  responsibility  cf 
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it  Upon  tl)0S6  of  Capt.  Roan;  the  judgement  and  science  pf,, the 
one  ^as  to  be  put  into  the  scale  with  the  negative  al^ility  of  th^. 
other,  and  that,  which  the  former  accomplished  was  acc;eded.4o 
the  latter,  as  the  avowed  and  acknowledged  comroandeT  of  tbe  • 
expedition.  We  shall  have  occa&k>n  in  a  subsequc^nt  ptft  of  Uub 
work  to  dilate  upon  this  want  of  4;onccMrd  which  existed 
between  Capt.  Ross  and  his  nephew,  and  we  shall  ^e  able  to 
fihew  in  contradiction  of  the  evidence  which  was  given  before 
the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons,  (which  we  hesitate 
not  to  stigmatize  as  one  of  the  most  finished  humbugs  which  tha 
Sessions  of  1834  can  exhibit,  and  that  is  indeed  not  saving  » 
little,)  that  the  uncle  and  nephew  were  never  for  one  month 
together  en  good  terms  with  each  other,  the  one  taking  to  tJi9 
sulks  in  one  corner  of  the  cabin,  and  the  other  following  bia 
example  in  an  opposite  one — one  due  north,  the  other  due  souths 
and  approaching  each  other  occasionally,  that  is,  about  half  way 
i— south  wost  and  north  west,  but  very  seldom  coming  into 
that  situation,  that  they  might  be  said  to  be  at  the  same  point 
together. 

When  the  celebrated  Mr.  Brimdiey  «mdertook  the  cutting  of 
the  canals  for  the  Duke  of  Bridgewater,  he  was  denounced  as  a 
great  simpleton,  and  there  were  many,  who  laughed  at  him  fo^r 
wasting  his  time,  and  the  money  of  his  patriotic  employer,  in  such 
a  useless  undertaking ;  the  result  has  proved  that  they  were  tlio 
fools  who  laughed,  and  not  they,  who  were  laughed  at.  This 
little  exordium  is  very  prudently  brought  in,  to  convince  those 
who  take  upon  themselves  presumptuously  to  laugh  at  the  canal 
which  Capt.  Ross  projected  from  the  Victory  to  the  main  land, 
for  although  it  may  appear  in  their  eyes  as  a  ridiculous  undertake 
ing.  It  was  not  considered  so  by  himself,  no  more  than  the  cuttipj^ 
of  the  Bridgewater  canal  was  by  Mr.  Brindley.  The  crew  regi^* 
hf\y  performed  the  duty,  that  is,  if  the  frost  would  allow  then), 
of  strewing  the  canal  with  gravel,  to  obtain  which,  was  lik^ 
digging  the  lava  from  the  crater  of  Mount  Etna,  althougl^  not 
exactly  quite  so  hot  a  job,  but  it  very  often  happeued|  that  the 
labor  of  the  day  was  not  visible  on  the  morrow,  for  during  the 
night,  the  water  rushing  in  through  the  fissures  of  the  ice,  lai^ 
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tl)0  enbaMii-il  'etato  o£  8ubinefsioD>  and  both  tho  gtav9<  and  thp.. 
Ubor  #ere  lost.  It  is  howeTer  not  unworthy  the  cQQsid^TatiQfi 
of  dmse^  who  wish  to  increase  their  stock  of  knowledjge  of  the  . 
exttaordiiiary  shades  and  diversities,  wbLck  dislinguish  tho^ 
ctmtaeteF  of  man,  and  by  which  ho  boeomes  inve^ated  witli  the 
claim  6i  being  placed  in  the  rank  of  human  beings  as  a  sage» 
or  a  feol;  we  repeat  it,  that  it  is  worthy  the  secious  reflection 
of  erery  one,  who  is  in  the  least  interested  in  the  affiurs  of  the 
great  &mily  of  mankindy  that  it  is  possible^  in  despite  of  all 
that  the  Stagyrite  has  said  upon-  the  subject,  for  two  men  to 
aecomplisb  the-  same  design  by  measures  in  themselves  direptiy 
opposite  and  contradictory.  Mc.  Brindley  accomplished  bis 
canal  by  taking  the  gravel  away ;  Capt.  Ross  accomplished  his 
by  bringing  gravel-  to  it ;  the  former  obtained  a  princely  fortune 
fer  his  employer,  the  latter  lost  his  own,,  and  also  a  good  portion 
of  his  employer's.  Nevertheless,  there  is  scarcely  an  evil  in  thi^ 
werld,  but  what  has  its  attendant  good,  for  although  tbe  capal 
which  was  projected  by  Capt.  Ross»  brought  not  any  emolument 
U>  himself,  nor  to  those  who  were  employed  in  the  undertaking, 
yet  it  had  this  good  effect,  that  it  invalidated  one  of  the  principles 
ef  Hiss  Martineau's  political  economy,  which  states  that  the 
value  of  B.n  article  is  to  be  determined  by  the  labor  which  has 
been  bestowed  in  the  production  of  it.  Great  and  incessant  was 
the  labor  bestowed  by  tho  crew  of  the  Victory  in  the  construct- 
ion of  the  canal  in  Felix  Harbour,  and  therefore  according  to 
the  principle  of  Miss  Martineau,  the  value  of  the  canal  ought  to 
be  great  in  proportion.  It  so  happened  however  that  the  canal 
turned  out  to  be  good  for  nothing,  and  therefore  it  is  expected 
that  in  the  next  edition  of  Miss  Martrneau's  work,  on  the  autho- 
rity of  Capt.  Ross,  and  with  the  advice  and  concurrence  of  my 
Lord  Brougham  and  Vaux,  an  alteration  in  her  opinions  will 
appear,  and  that  she  will  quote  the  apposite  ease  of  the  canal  in  . 
Felix  Harbour,  to  prove  scientifically,  philosophically,  and  eco-- 
DomicalTy,  that  Adam  Smith,  Mr.  Mc'Gulloch,  and  herself,  have 
»U  been  in  the  wrong,  when  they  promulgated  the  hypothesis,- 
that  the  worth  of  Capt.  Ross'  canal  was  to  be  estimated  accord- 
ing to  the  hibor  which  was  bestowed  upon  it. 
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Commander  Ross  now'  prosecuted  hid  researches  tifto*  tirir 
cp^xltrJ  with  redoubled  ardour,  his  motives  beings  twc^foM;  the 
pursuit  of  his  scientific  researches,  and  the  att&innMM  of  a  CMreot' 
luiaivle<%e  of  the  position  of  the  adjoining'  seas,  m  crrder  tbai^ 
on  the  breaking  up  of  the  ice,  they  might  direct  thefir  dotvmto' 
that  quarter,  where  toccess  was  most  likely  to  be  obtaiAeMt. 
.  In  the  oases  of  the  Hecla  and  Fury,  their  emaneipatidn  did- 
not.  take  place  at  the  soonest  until  the  month  of  Jub»,  the  ovew 
<tf  the  Victory  had  therefore  still  three  or  km  montlM  to  leek 
forward  to,,  before  they  could  be  expected  to  make  any  progr^se, 
and  even  then  eonsiderable  doubts  had  arisen-  ht  the  mtnde  of 
some  of  the  officers,  whether  they  were  toot  really  at  the  end  of 
their  destination,  as  for  as  their  present  position  wvie  eeucemed. 
From  various  observations^  which  Commander  Row  had  made 
during  his  excursions,  his  hopes  were  by  no  means  eo  sanguine 
of  the  existence  of  an  open  sea  to  the  westward,  as  he  had 
Qriginally  entertained,  and  were  the  expedition  to  be  cloaad  under 
the  present  circumstances,  they  had  nothing  to  look  for  en  their 
return  but  ridicule  and  disgrace.  On  this  sobjeel  maay^were 
tjie  disputes,  which  took  place  between  the  Captain  and  tfaeCoan- 
mander;  the  former  arguing  from  probability,  the  latter  fitom 
personal  knowledge.  The  former  considered  that  from  evesy 
oalculation  that  he  had  made,  whilst  seated  in  his  arm-chair  in 
the  cabin,  and  regaling  himsetf  with  a  potation  of  Booths  best 
cordial^  that  it  was  most  probable  that  an  open  sea  did  exist  ta 
the  westward;  he  had  it  is  true,  the  testimony  of  several  of  the 
natives  to  nullify  that  probability,  but  then  he  calkd  ia  another 
probability  to  his  aid,  which  was,  that  the  natives  either  did. 
Bot  understand  what  he  meant,  or  that  he  did  not  underataad 
what  the  natives  meant.  He  certainly  could  not  argue  from  ny 
knowledge  acquired  by  his  own  experience,  for  he  considered 
the  ship  to  be  his  proper  station,  and  that  were  he  to  abeent 
himself  for  any  length  of  time  from  it,  a  relaxation  in  tlie  dt«:i« 
pline  might  take  place,  and  some  of  his  orders  secretly  iofriaged^ 
which  lie  had  issued  for  the  better  government  of  the  crew,  who 
in  some  instances,  luid  shown  rather  a  refractory  disposition*  and 
%  secret  inclination  to  get  to  windward  of  him  on  every  occasiea 
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ivUck  iNMMted  itself.  With  Commander  R088,  the  ground 
on  ivhich  be  stood  in  their  frequent  disputes  was  of  a  much  firmer 
and  lenaUe  myuiro — lie  lejected  prc^bilHies  alliogetber,  and 
rilMa^iely  upon,  the  observations,  whieh  he  had  made  in  every 
qiMUrv  ai|d«9me  of  tliem  atn  great  distance  from  the  ship,  not 
one  of  vrhiek  hafd.any  teadeney  to  gm  to  the  prelbabtlity  of  bier 
unelelhe  leaat  semblnnoe  o(  tr^tb.  This  was  particularly  con* 
fitneA  en  tiie  Mb  Mardi,  when  Commander  Ross  accompanied 
by  eoe  maft  HI  a  sledge,  dvawn  by  six  dogs,  set  out  on  an  expe* 
ditiaa  to  some  high  load,  whieh  appeared  to  the  southward,  and 
trmk  wbi<^  it  was  expected,  that  a  correct  view  couM  be  obtaieecl 
of  the  surroendiiig  country,  and  the  extent  of  the  islands,  amidst 
whiob  k  wasnorw  crrjdeatthat  they  were  embayed.  The  prospect 
whioh  apt ead  itsdf  befare  the  eyea  of  Commander  Ross,  on  bia 
resicfaiiig  the  nummt  of  the  hiUs>  was.  by  no  maana  of  Ik  flattering ' 
natnre,  as  fiir  as  the  object  of  the  expedition  was  concerned,  but 
ia  other  respeetSi  he  was  well  repaid  for  bis  fatigue  and  trouble.  • 
LeMring  the  sledge  with  the  dogs,  Commandev  Ross  and  hia^ 
companion  aerambled  up  the  banks  of  a  small  stream,  which  ran 
with  great-Hnpetoosity  down  the  hill,  foaming  against  the  rocks 
which  threatened  to  impede  its  course,  and  which  in  this  deep* 
sslitode  of  natnre,  by  its  incessant  noise,  imparted  an  interest 
to  the  scene,  which  it  would  be  difficult  to  describe.  At  a  short 
distance  the  river  turned  almost  at  a  right  angle,  where  the 
dntDnel  appeared  to  be  bellowed  out  through  a  solid  rock  of 
gneiss,  and  after  fiilling  about  ten  feet,  at  an  angle  of  20^,  with 
a  fettioal  line,  the  water  rushed  along  with  an  astonishing  im«' 
petODBtty  into  a  basin  nearly  of  a  circular  form,  and  about  four 
fasadred  yards  in  diameter,  bat  the  outlet  or  continuance  of  tbe 
rivev  ooald  net  be  observed.  It  was  however  conjectured  ly 
CMnmander  Ross,  that  the  course  of  it  was  continued  between  the 
MHa  which  besdered  the  horison  to  the  south  west,  but  which 
from  tbetpeeuliar  circumstances  in  which  he  was  placed,  he  was. 
not  sble  to  explore.  In  this  expedition.  Commander  Ross  saw 
iSTeral  rem  deer,  brewsiug  on  the  banks'  of  the  stream,  and 
altliongii  be  did  not  sncceed  in  killing  any  at  that  time,  he  deter- 
mined  to  fepav  to  the  spot  on  a  rabceqiient  day.  when  he  hoped 
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by  the'  force. of  elratagem  to  briii^  the*  animals  within  therange> 
of  his  shoU. 

jRespttcting'  lH>w«¥er  the  principal  object  which  he  hact'tn  view, 
to  aecepUin  Che  existetice  of  afi  open  sea,  the  knowledge  which 
ha  obtatned  of  tlM  poesibility  of  procieciHinp  the  voyage  to  the 
westward -was  hj  no  meanfr  satisfactory.     To  the  north  east,  the 
water  appeared  to  be  more  open,  but  Aen  the  whole  presented 
such  a  fixed  body  of  ice,  as  to  frustrate  every  expectation  of  forcing 
a  pMsage  Uirou^h  it,  and  the  experience  of  Commander  Ross 
told  him,  that  the  ice  vras  always  firmer  packed  in  iite  bays  and 
inlets,  than  where  the  sea  was  open.    The  distance  of  the 
V4cU}ry  from  the  strait  of  the  Hecia  and  Fury  was  very  small ; 
The  latitude  and  longitude  of  the  wintering  ptaoe  of  the  former 
being  60^  S9  north  and  W  ^  west,  whereas  that  of  the  latter, 
talcing  it  at  the. northernmost  point  of  Melville  Peninsula  was, 
latitude  eSi^"  0'  Mrth  and  S8P  C  west;    thus  the  Victory  was 
aotuaUy  very  nearly  in  the  same  latitude  as  the  strait  of  the  Hecla 
ami  Fury,  and  diflbring^  only  four  degrees  in  the  longitude.     In  the 
expedition  of  18ZI,  Capt.  Parry  penetrated  up  the  Strait  between 
Cockburn  Island  and  Melville  Peninsula  as  far  as  SZ"^  95  west 
and  gave  to  it  the  name  of  the  Strait  of  the  Hecla  and  Fuiy ; 
in  Ibe  map  however  laid  by  Capt.  Ross  before  the  Committee  o( 
the  Honsa  of  Commons,  he  gives  its  utmost  longitude  as  889,  bot 
on  what  authority  b  left  wholly  to  conjecture.     There  must 
however  be  some  gross  mistake  in  the  reports  of  Captns.  Parry 
and  Ross,  (or  according  to  the  former,  the  length  of  the  Strait, 
which  is  the  width  of  Melville  Peninsula  is  not  more  than  sixty 
geographical  miles,  whereas  according  to  the  latter,  taking  it 
in  the  direction  of  E  by  S,  it  commences  in  longitude  80^  west 
and  its  supposed  termination  is  in  88^,   nakir*^  a  difierence  of 
nearly  three  hundred  miles  between  thf    aaknibtion  of  Captns. 
Pkrry  and  Ross.     The  general  result  ofall  the  arctic  Toyagers 
ha8>  been,  that  they  have  distinctly  pdr.ted  oat  the  route  by 
which   the  North  West  Passage  cannot  be  dtscovered,  Capt. 
Paory.  proved  the  total   inutility  of  any  further  sttempt  up 
Hudson  8  Strait,  and  along  the  eastern  coast  of  America  up  Fox*s 
Gbanael,, the. navigation  of  which,  perhaps,  is  the  most  danger- 
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oru,  difficult  aod.p9C^rUiiaof  any  oUiQr.  qf  ^unl  Mtant  wtiMti  tk€» 
seas  of  the  Arctic  Regions.  The  chief  cause  of  these  diffickdti^^  is 
DOW  sufl^ickntl^  obvj^ousy  but  H  must  be  #dmilted>  th^l  ^^e 
posiUon  m  wbiojh  the  Victory  was  piao^  bolb  tin  "lier. Apstimd 
second  winter  harbour,  was  not  ene  in  whiob  Hfluck  infottiiation 
could  be  ac<^uired  by  the  force  or  direo4)Qa^  the.€iimntS|  to 
which  so  much  importance  is  attached  in  the  navigation*  of 
unknown  seas,  and  especially  where  their  extreme  te^arinalion  is 
a  dUputed  point.  We  knew  that  our  old  navigatora  inrtariably 
found  a  sUong  current  setting  down  the  ehanneli  called  Rowie's 
Welcome,  along  the  coast  of  America  into  Hndson  s  Bay,  from 
tbence  through  the  Strait  to  the  westward,  carrying  with  $t 
whole  fields  of  ice,  together  with  those  immense  masses 
known  by  the  name  of  ieei)erg«9  oonyeying  them  along .  the 
coast  of  Labrador,  across  the  banks  of  Newfcmdland,  and'thfc 
tail  of  the  Gulph  Stream,  and  never  quitting  the  Anlerican  «id# 
of  the  Atlantic,  although  westerly  gales  of  wmd  are  almoin  na 
constant  as  the  Oulph  Stream ,  where  then  originalea  this  per- 
petual motion  of  the  sea  to  the  southward!  certainly  not  in  Bai« 
fin's  Bay,  where  no  current  was  found  to  exist,  nor  in  Hudson** 
Bay,  into  which  it  is  poured  down  from  the  northward ;  nor  ki 
Lancaster  Sound,  where  little  or  none  was  jbund ;  it  can  tfcerefewro 
only  originate  in  some  open  sea  to  the  westward,  and  this 
circumstance  has  been  the  great,subject  of  speculation  amongst 
all  navigators  from  the  earliest  period.  The  first  discoverers 
seem  to  have  been  aware  kA  the  cause  of  the  currents  originating: 
in  a  sea  to  the  westward,  and  concluded  that  they  flowed  found 
the  north  east  pomt  of  America,  whicfa  they  imagined  was  not 
far  distant  from  Rowes  Welcome^  and  aooordingiy  their 
endeavours  were  directed^  but  in  vain,  to  dtscowr  that  point. 
Capt«  Parry  ascertained  the  imponant  fiiict  that  a  perpetual  cur^ 
rent  sets  through  the  Strait,  which  divides  the  continent  from  a 
large  island  to  the  northward  of  it ;  so  strong  indeed,  that  it  brings 
with  it  out  of  the  polar  sea,  and  wedges  into  the  stvait,  such  im- 
mense fields  of  ice,as  to  render  a  passage  through  the  strait  utterly 
hopeless,  fo]r  po  sooner  does  a  disruption  (scnnetimes  of  a  square 
tnile  or  more  in  catent)  take  place  at  the  easDm  entrance,  vliM 
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ix^  plflfe*  w  HimeAatDty  ^applied  wHh  an  ^<|Ml  ^Mmt  fh>in  ¥ho 

*  Tl»  qvMUlofi  Miefi  thbt  ttatHmlly  occvrs,  ta,  irfiehce  does  ttm 
i^ar Ma,  «tim>uifded M 4t  is b]t  land,  receive  asiilBddxit  supply 
(OfMMt to  pMftKto tortile  pet^ttial  d48<%arg^  that  takes -pTace 
•iliiMfgti  <he  «Mralt  of  the  'Fury  and  Hecia  ?  It tmnnot  t>e  flrom  the 
^rreiits  <rffiielfed  ice  and  snow  in  the  sea  and  sutroanding^shores 
^wi  iifends,  UliWh  a  pleasing  but  not  very  pfofiyund  Ftfench 
*%vn4t0rthoag4yt  suflfeieoft  to  explMn  the  «bbin^  and  Stowing  of 
4he  tides.  Oapt.  Fraitklin  saw  no  such  torrents,  indeed  so  small 
te^e  qnaittilry  ^moieture  in  the  atmosphete  in  tiigh  Isrtitudea, 
fStmi  it  soaMety  «ver  rains — no  snow  fell  atMeWlUe  Mand  dur- 
imgm  whole  wkiler,  and  fhe  spicuin  which  4ba1fed  hi  the  aSr,  lay 
«irth0t^rMiid  AM  »iof e  than  a'few  indies ;  at  Wittter  Illafid  per- 
haps eight  inehbs,  not  a  third  part  of  the  quantity,  which  fre- 
ifnently  'falls  in  many  'parts  of  ^eat  Britain,  nor  perhaps,  a  sixth 
of  tfiat^ii  sha  eoatlnettt:  ycft  it  woaM  be  Kbsurdto  suppose  that 
tHe  North  flea,  orCt.  Oeorge^s 'Channel  'Was  «ver  aw^lled  by  the 
4tMihiflig  of  snow,  iwritheT  can  it  be  Trom  the  mehitig  of  ice  in 
the  polar  Ma,  fbr'thst  would  diminish  ibstoad-of  itvcreasing  the 
bolk  af *w»lar  %y  the  contraction  of  Its  >df mehsfons  -When  iti  a 
fluid  altite>;  w«  might  just  as  Wetl  suppose  that  a  piece  df  ice 
pkuteU  in  a  basin  'cf  water,  wouM  <by  inditing  c^us^  *the  water  to 
ran  tufer  the  odges.  W^  •'might' also  ask  why  this  mehing  of  the 
toe-ftadudsda  aurrent  otef  of  the  ^poIaTeea'on  one  sido  'of  Atnerica, 
and  ttilo  it  on  the  others  Tfa^  cuivent  must  fhetefote  originate 
M^  of  thelimits  dfiiiie  Polar  sea,  and  which  istn  a  great  mea- 
sure pioTed  toiia  the  case,i1ioth  by  Capt.  Parry  land  €apt.  ROss. 
Itrismwufiaiialeonelission,  that  from  the  gfsiat  quantities  of 
drift  w<»d  found  on  aha  shores  of  fhe  Aleutian'Idands,  generally 
tliB  growth  :of  mdie:soatbpm  o^nsdes,  from  its  tfbaiidanea  on^Mh 
ahoreadf  Amariaa^and-Aaia  still  liigher  up,  and  from  somu(^4)»f 
it  baing  interihiiced  in  the  ice  of  Behrmg'a  Strait  as  to  M^pij 
CaptatB  Oaek'a  ships  with  fire  wood,  that  the  Pacific 'flows^ittM 
the  polar  asa  thtoigh  Bahring's  Staiit ;  the  fact  has  been  fMrro- 
barailad  by  Kotaahaa,  who foumla oooatant current ietftng up'flia 
m  Aa  ^l«ta  nf  tito  dt  thm  nrilaa  an  hour  thatmn  the  Asia- 
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lie  «Ue  Afiar  puKii^  the  itrait  tumivg cooiid.tp  Uie.WffRtirard 
towards  the  northeast  cape,  and  that  on  the  Ajue^caoaide  roiind 
Icycape  to.tlie  eastward*  The  same  bet  has  Jbeen  sitipe  ex« 
perjenced  by  two  Russian .  oorvettep,  vbtob  iovp/i  the  current 
setting  so  strongly  to  the  eastward,  as  to  oeopision  some  alarm 
lest  they  should  not  be  able  to  return*  Prpcaeding  alopg  the 
Qortberii  coast  of  Aqoieriea  to  Heaijne's  River,  we  h&ve  the  testi* 
mony  of  Capt.  Franklin,  that  the  same  kind  of  dviftrwood  was 
deposited  en  the  western  shores  of  juttii^  headlands  frpm  thence 
to  Cape  Tumagain,  and  from  the  testifqony  of  the  £s<piinuiiix, 
that  a  considerable  part  of  their  supply  of  wood  for  sledges, 
boats,  bows  and  other  implements,  is  rec^i]red  from  the  western 
ihore  cf  Melyille  Peninsula  behind  Repulse  Bay«  These  are 
nnequifvecal  proofs  of  a  current  setting  easterly  from  the  pacific 
al<mg  the  northern  coast  of  America;  but  we  are  i^ble  to  trace  it 
ttill  fiifther  into  the  Atlantic  Being  impeded  in  its  course 
in  this  cul  de  sac  behind  the  isthmus  of  MehillQ  Peftinsula..  i( 
is  necessarily  turned  to  the  northward  alqag  the  we^em  shere 
of  the  latter,  still  finding  an  outlet  by  the  strait  of  the  Heela 
and  Fury,  it  rushes  through  beneath  the  ice,  with  which  thf 
strait  is  hermetically  sealed,  at  the  rate  of  £our  miles  an.  boor^ 
carrying  with  it  down  Fox  Channel,  large  fields.  &f>e$p  and 
detached  masses  of  ice  to  the  southward,  and  making  together 
with  a  flood  tide  of  eighteen  hours  out  of  the  twenty^fiuir  in 
the  same  direction,  the  navigation  up  that  diannel  so  baaardqus 
and  harassing  as  it  was  found  by  Capt.  Parry,  and  which  render 
all  future  attempts  by  the  same  route  hopeless  and  therefore 
naadviseaUe*  From  Fox's  Channel  it  sweeps  along  both  sides 
of  Southampton  Island  round  Hudson's  Bay,  and  thrpu^  the 
stiait  down  the  coast  of  Lahradorf  and  aeross  the  banks  of  New- 
fiamdland  into  the  Atlantic* 

There  are  those  who  in  the  plenitude  of  their  sagacit|r#  have 
pretended  to  discover  in  the  various  expeditions  that  have,  been 
fitted  out  by  the  English  goyemmmt  for  the  discovery  of  th^ 
North  West.  Passage,  an  obstinate  and  culpable .  adherence  to 
ea  nkjpfAf  which  has  beep  declared  unattainable,  and  whieh  if 
attained  wcmld  be  useless  for  all  the  purposes  of  ^^Bcmfin^j 

la  2« 
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these  are  the  people  who  ^tippoee  that  all  metit  QOB«i«tA  in 
pounds,  shiUingff  and  pence,  to  them  the  naval  gkvy  ti  the 
country  ift  a  n»re  bauble— -the  physi^  and  moiail  imowUdge 
of  the  globe  a  fciiid  of  will-wiih-the-wiap,  whieh  ^hatiabtained 
rs  not  worth  the  trouble  bestowed  in  the  acqabicion  of  it*-^e 
interests  of  science  and  humanity,  mere  pakry'«aaridefi)tiont 
and  synonymous  with  folly  and  hypocrisy:  but  akheagh  wef 
confess  that  those  expeditions  are  Tulnerable  in  some  points,  yet 
we  trust  that  those  who  direct  the  energies  of  this  asighty  emipire^ 
will  not  be  turned  aside  from  the  prosecution  of  scientiio  dis* 
coyeries  by  the  cayils  and  objections  of  empirical  soi-disani  phi^ 
losophers,  who  attach  no  Talue  to  any  pursuit  but  that  in  which 
themselves  are  immediately  engaged.     It  is  true  that  all  huaiaii 
powet  has  its  limits,  dominion  frequently  changea  hands,  and 
riches  make  to  themselTOS  wings  and  fiy,  but  knowledge  endur- 
eth  for  ever,  and  the  names  of  Cook,  Parry,  Franklin  and  a 
host  of  others,  who  have  contributed  so  amply  to  enlarge  the 
sphere  of  knowledge,  will  shed  a  lustre  on  oar  naval  history, 
and  stimulate  the  youth  of  ages  yet  to  come,  to  imitate  their 
bright  example. 

It  was  the  excursion,  which  Commander  Ross  took  on  the  9th 
March,  which  gave  rise  to  those  doubts  in  his  mind  respecting 
the  probability  of  success  in  their  great  undertaking,  which 
Subsequent  observations  tended  to  confirm,  and  which  threw  the 
sickly  hue  of  disappointment  over  his  future  operations.  It  was 
the  opinion  of  Capt.  Parry,  that  the  great  difficulty  lay  on  the 
eastern  side  of  the  strait  of  the  Heela  and  Fury,  and  that  eonld  he 
succeed  in  forcing  his  way  through  it,  a  clear  psLSsage  then 
existed  for  him  to  the  westward.  The  observatione  of  Coni^ 
mander  Ross  however  tended  to  disprove  this  opinion  -  of  Capf. 
Parry,  for  the  winterharbour  of  the  Vtetoty  in  1880  waa  o»lyfe«r 
degrees  to  the  westward  of  the  strait  of  the  Hecla  and  Fary. 
and  yet  the  supposed  sea  of  Capt  Parry  was  not  foand  to  be  ih 
existenoe,  in  fact,  there  is  good  reasoA  to  believe  that  Hhb  strati 
so  oalled,  W6s  nothing  more  than  an  inlet  ixr  bay  between  Mel- 
ville  Peninsuki,  and  the  land  which  was  called  Cookbutn  Islaad, 
although  it  was  never  proved  to  be  such  by  any  maHner  having 
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circumnavigated  \U  The  opinioii  wns  «tK>ngly  impreBsed  upvn 
tbe  miiid  of  Coonoaiider  Rmb  thai  ihQ  Viotovy  wm  in  a  vary 
crtiieai  Biinatioo,  and  he  hesitated  not  to  expfeaa  that  opiiiiii& 
to  Capt.  Rom  in  the  most  iin^pialified  terma*  Hisergumsnts  were 
however  always  met  by  a  eoaoMt  opillion^  that  no  sabstantial 
grounds  existed  for  such  discouraging  notioBs,  and  that^as  no 
responsibility  whatever  rested  upon  his  shoulders^  it  wonld-^  bo- 
come  him  better  to  attend  more  immediately  to  the  depaftmenis 
specially  entrusted  to  his  care,  and  leave  the  management  of  the 
expedition  to  those  to  whom  it  vras  entrusted.  la fatet  the  evi- 
dence before  the  committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  distinctly 
shows  that  a  difference  of  opinion  existed  between  Capt.  -Ross 
and  Commander  Ross  on  some  very  essential  points,  and  in  vrUoh 
the  former  was  not  competent  to  g^ve  his  opinion  at  alL'  The 
following  is  one  of  the  many  proofs  that  can  be  adduced. 

The  I70tb  question  to  Capt.  Ross  is,  Doyou  conceive  you  have 
ai!eertained  the  &ct,  that  there  is  no  practical  commoiieation 
between  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  Ocean!  Positively  to  the 
southward  of  the  seventy-fourth  degree* 

You  do  not  mean  to  express  an  opinion  decidedly  that  it  is 
impossible  there  should  be  a  communication  discovered  further 
north  I     Certainly  not. 

You  still  think  it  is  possible  there  may  be  a  practical  commu- 
nication i     I  think  it  possible,  but  not  pery  yrobaUe. 

On  this  subject  Commander  Ross  is  asked,  You  do  not  think 
the  voyage  has  furnished  any  conclusion  against  the  existence 
of  a  north  west  passage !  No,  it  ha$  made  it  still  more  certain 
than  it  was  before,  that  a  North  West  Passage  must  exist. 

Upon  what  observations  made  in  the  last  voyage,  do  you 
ground  that  opinion?  From  the  additional  portion  of  the  out- 
line of  the  continent  of  America  explored  upon  this  occasion  on 
the  northern  coast  of  America,  and  the  western  coast  of  Boothia. 

Do  yon  believe  that  it  would  be  pmcticable  to  go  through 
ihat  North  Western  Passage?  There  is  no  questien,  that  it 
would  be  much  more  easy»now  that  we  are  acquainted  with  the 
nature  of  the  formation  of  the  continent  of  America. 

The  following  diiTerence  of  opinion  is  however  still  mere 
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^mriking;  and  ihtB  answer  of  Coittmandier  Ross  is  well  deserviAj 
<rfftUenlio0«  as  it  is  stfrongly  indicative  of  the  inimical  dtsj^os- 
ition  of  his  mind  towards  his  uncle,  at  the  same  time  that  it 
18  corrobacaftive  of  our  pievioos  statement  respecting  that  want  of 
fHendlj  foeliiig,  wfaieh  ought  naturally  and  professionally  tu 
have  oisted  between -them. 

Capt.  Ross  is  adced.  Did  you  observe  the  difference  in  the 
Altitude  of  the  two  seas,  east  and  west  of  Boothia  Felix  ?    Yes. 

Do  you  draw  any  cOndusion  from  that  difference  of  altitude 
which  bears  an  the  subject  of  the  North  West  Passage  !  I  oon- 
iider  it  to  be  negative. 

You  consider  it  a  presumption '  Yes,  a  presumption  that  there 
is  no  sudi  passage,  but  not  a  proof. 

What  was  the  difference!     7%e  difference  is  thirteen  feet. 

Upon  tbe  supposition  that  the  land  is  continuous,  northward 
from  the  seventy-fourth  degree  to  the  pole,  should  you  expect  to 
find  thai  difference  of  altitude  in  the  seas?  I  should  certainly 
from  the  rotative  motion  of  the  earth. 

On  this  subject  Commander  Ross  is  asked,  Are  you  aware  of 
the  fact,  that  the  two  seas,  right  and  left  of  the  isthmus  which 
unites  Boothia  with  the  continent  of  America,  are  of  different 
altitude !  iVb,  1  am  noty  nor  had  we  the  means  of  ascertaining 
'ike  fact  mth  accuracy.  It  would  take  at  least  two  or  three 
months  to  ascertain  it  with  the  accuracy  such  an  observation 
would  require. 

You  have  no  reason  to  suppose  such  a  thing  ?  None  whatever; 
no,  I  never  heard  of  it  tiU  this  moment. 

Has  Capt.  Ross  never  told  you  that  he  had  ascertained  that  to 
be  the  fret?  Capt.  Ross  may  have  made  observations  which 
have  satisfied  hi^  own  mind,  but  I  doubt  whether  he  can  have 
made  observations  that  would  satisfy  the  minds  of  those,  who 
may  investigate  the  matter. 

There  is  an  imputation,  accompanied  with  a  sneer  in  the  lasf 
answer,  which  must  have  been  rather  mortifying  to  Capt.  Ross, 
but  it  is  by  no  means  a  solitary  instance  in  which  a  latent  dis- 
position  exhibits  itself,  on  tbe  part  of  Commander  Ross,  to  de« 
preciate  the  observations,  which  Capt.  Ross  reports  to  have  been 
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made  hy  himsrif,  and  which  certainly  couM  not  havo  been-Kuide 
mder  the  civrainataiicea  in  which  Capt.  Rosa  was  at  the  lioie. 
We  giTe  him  some  credit  for  the  dezteioiiB  tuanner  in  which 
be  parried  some  of  the  questions  that  were  put  to  hhai  lij  the 
nembers  of  the  committee,  and  which  if  answered  in  a  direct; 
straightforward  manner,  would  have  pro? ed  on  whose  brow  th^ 
kurels  were  to  be  placed,  and  at  the  same  time,  that  that  brow 
was  not  his  own. 

On  the  same  day  that  Commander  Ross  took  the  excursion, 
Irhich  has  been  already  described,  the  purser  and  the  surgeon, 
set  out  on  an  expedition  to  the  huts  of  the  Esqaimaox,  which 
were  situate  to  the  south  east.  On  their  way  thither,  they  killed 
a  bird,  called  the  white- winger  scraber,  but  the  common  name 
of  which  is  the  black  guilemot.  The  body  was  entirely  black« 
with  the  exception  of  a  white  spot  on  the  wing,  which  is  a  dis- 
tinguishing mark  of  the  bird  in  all  its  ages.  The  bill  is  black, 
and  the  legs  and  feet  are  crimson  It  generally  lays  two  eggs, 
about  the  size  of  a  pullet's,  of  &  dirty  white  with  black  spots. 
It  makes  its  nest  in  the  holes,  which  are  found  in  the  fragments 
of  the  rocks  on  the  shore.  The  measurement  of  the  bird  is  gene- 
rally about  twelve  inches  in  length, and  from  nineteen  to  twenty 
in  breadth.  The  plumage  of  the  young  birds  is  varied  bladk 
and  white,  but  the  legs  and  feet  are  dusky,  instead  of  the 
crimson  colour  which  distinguishes  the  older  birds.  The  bird 
18  sometimes  killed  in  the  Shetland  Islands,  but  its  chief  habit- 
ation may  be  considered  to  be  Baffin's  Bay,  and  the  surround- 
ing inlets. 

During  the  excursion  of  Commander  Ross,  he  made  some  ob- 
servations respecting  the  geology  of  the  country,  but  they  did 
not  agree  with  those,  which  were  made  by  Mr.  Thoms  and 
Mr.  Mc'Diarmid,  although  the  direction  in  which  they  respect- 
irely  bent  their  course,  was  not  at  so  great  a  distance  from  each 
other,  as  to  give  rise  to  the  conjecture  that  any  great  difierence 
could  be  found  in  the  formation  of  the  rooks  or  the  inclination 
of  the  strata.  According  to  Commander  Ross  the  general  oat- 
line  of  the  interior  and  a  considerable  portioii  of  the  noftb 
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and  east  cdii^t,  bespoke  the  existence  of  prifliary  rocks^  the  liilit 
rising  to  an  avarage  of  700  feet,  and  presenting  acute  summits^ 
declining  by  sharp  prolonged  ridges.  A  table  land  would 
scarcely  be  to  be  expected,  in  a  country  where  the  summits  of 
the  hills  are  for  the  greater  part  of  the  year,  exposed  to  the  most 
intense  frost,  and  where,  in  consequence,  they  must  assume 
diat  acute  and  jagged  form,  which  generally  diaracteris« 
the  hills  of  the  Arctic  Regions,  The  granite  possesses  tb* 
pharacter  of  that  substance,  as  it  is  found  forming  mountain 
niasses,  and  therefore  it  is  not  improbable  that  this  rock  forn^  a 
portion  at  least  of  the  country. 

The  observations  of  Mr.  Thorns  and  Mr.  Mc JDiarmid  went  to 
show  that  the  cliffs  appeared,  wherever  they  were  exposed,  to 
present  an  appearance  of  stratification.  The  specimen  they  pro^ 
duced  seemed  almost  entirely  limited  to  gneiss,  a  circumstance 
to  be  expected  from  the  stratified  appearance  already  mentioned. 
It  is  probable  that  some  members  of  the  trap  family  exist, 
although  it  is  impossible  to  determine  under  what  form,  as  a 
solitary  specimen  only  was  found,  being  a  very  compact  arid 
fine  grained  greenstone,  of  a  somewhat  porphyritio  character. 
On  the  whole  the  researches  of  the  respective  officera  did  not 
throw  any  great  light  on  the  geological  nature  of  the  country, 
and  the  specimens  of  the  granite,  which  we  have  in  our  possess* 
ion,  do  not  differ  much  excepting  in  the  colour,  from  the  granite 
found  in  the  vicinity  of  Aberdeen,  the  polar  granite  being  of  an 
.orange  colour,  that  of  Scotland  of  a  dusky  white. 

Mr.  Thoms  and  Mr.  Mc'Diarmid  having  extended  their  excur- 
sion too  far,  were  benighted  on  their  way  home,  and  it  was  not 
without  some  difficulty  that  they  reached  the  vessel ;  nor  would 
this  have  been  so  easily  accomplished  had  not  some  blue  lights 
been  fired  off  at  intervals,  and  guns  fired  every  five  minutes  from 
the  ship,  as  a  guide  to  the  travellers  to  direct  them  on  their  way. 
They  were  two  hours  and  fifty  minutes  rambling  they  knew 
^ot  whither,  and  but  for  the  report  of  the  guns,  which  in  that 
xlimate  is  heard  at  a  great  distance,  it  is  not  improbable  but 
<tliat:  they  would  have  had  to  pass  the  night  under  the  l^e  of  a 
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nKmad  of  ice,  witb  perhaps  a  bear  as  their  cc^pa^ioj^,  and  t|ie 
hoirtiiig.  of  the  wolyes  to  ooQTince  tb^m  t^at  they  ^fare  i^at.it^e 
smy  animated  beinga  in  that  desolate  piart  of , the  po\)qtry. 

The  vessel  was  on  this  day  visited  by  tvro  virppii^^oiie.iii^n, 
and  two  cbildren,  bringing  witb  them  (or  ^{e  some,  shoea, 
the  skin  of  a  yoong  seal,  and  some  dried  trout.  Thfi  articlea 
were  all  purchased  by  Capt.  Ross,  and  th^  latter  formed  fpr^ 
some  time  no  unsubstantial  appendage  to  his  breakfast  tabloi^- 
although,  it  must  be  acknowledged  that  the  appetite  must  be 
of  a  very  peculiar  kind  that  could  accommodate  itself  to  be 
satisfied  with  viands  prepared  by  hands,  which  m|ty  literally 
be  said  to  be  encrusted  with  the  dirt»  which  has  clung  to  them 
from  their  infancy,  and  by  people,  with  whom  oven  the  slightest 
degree  of  cleanliness  is  never  known. 

It  was  however  a  discovery  which  Capt.  Ross  had  made  long 
before  he  was  visited  by  the  Esquimau^  in  Victory  Harbour,  that 
•very  thing  has  an  inside  and  an  outside.  The  inteyicKr  of  an 
eg:g  cannot  be  defiled,  even  if  the  egg  itself  passes  through  the 
filthiest  hands,  and  analogically  arguing,  Capt,  Ross  satisfied 
bimself  with  the  thought,  that  although  some  very  unpleasant 
asaociations  might  accompany  the  exterior  of  the  trout,  it  did 
not  follow  that  those  same  associations  extended  to  the  interior. 
He  also  considered  his  own  person  as  a  very  substantial  prop  to 
tbe  soundness  of  that  argument,  for  on  looking  at  it  from  any  of 
the  two  and  thirty  points  of  the  compass,  it  does  not  present  the 
most  pleasing  and  prepossessing  exterior,  but  then,  when  we  con? 
aider  the  interior,  we  find  nmeh  to  approve  of  and  esteem,  for  if 
tbe  mind  be  the  standard  of  the  man,  no  one  will  deny  that 
Capt,  Ross  Manda  high  in  the  scale.  We  write  from  the  inforpn-m 
atkm  of  etfaeia,  not.  from  any  extensive  personal  knowledge ;  out 
authorities:  are  in  existence,  and  can  be  appealed  to  for  ih9 
veracity  of  our  statements,  but.  if  at  any  time,  we  have  cracked 
the  satiric  thong  too  smartly,  it  has  been  done  more  in  pity  than 
b  anger,  that  an' individual  who,  in  many  respects,  possesses  a 
greet  and  noble  mind,  should  in  some  instances  have  shown  him- 
self the  slave  to  certain  passions,  which  are  the  distinguishing 
traits  of  the.  mean  and  ihe  ignoble  onor 
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The  following  skaCch  will  perhaps  fully  iUoBtnile  our  reamb 
taspeciing  the  eleanliaeiM  of  the  Eequiroaux.  and  the  e&gaiaila 
flavour  whidi  the  treoi  or  any  other  Tiand  mmt  in  eonaeciiieaea 
veoaiTe,  on  paaaiag  through  such  delicate  hands*  It  was  on  the 
Ml  ef  March,  that  for  four  fish-hooks  Capt.  Ross  purchased  fov 
dainty  treat,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  10th,  we  are  acquainted 
with  those,  who  saw  him  regaling  himself  at  his  hreak&st  table, 
with  a  few  slices  out  of  the  back  of  the  finest  of  the  trout,  with 
the  same  epieurean  relish,  as  if  they  had  been  some  slices  of  a 
kipper  cored  on  the  banks  of  the  Dee,  in  his  own  beloved  fother- 
land.  He  had  aeaioely  finished  his  morning  repast,  and  had 
taken  his  aoeustomed  station  on  the  quarter  dedi,  when  the  same 
paity  wIm>  had  ecnred  the  trout,  were  observed  approaching  the 
ship.  They  had  two  seals  with  them,  which  were  immediately 
fl^eid,  and  aoBue  fine  cutlets  being  cut  off  the  rump  of  one  of 
them,  they  were  put  into  the  oven  to  be  baked  as  a  luncheon  for 
the  viskofs^  on  the  average  of  about  four  pounds  for  each  indivi* 
doal.  Amongst  the  natives  was  one  man,  who  although  he 
might  have  had  given  to  him  by  nature,  *'  the  human  eoonteoanoe 
divine,''  yet  he  had  so  disfigured  and  besmeared  it  with  blood  and 
blubber,  that  ne  one  feature  was  to  be  distinguished  feom  the 

her.  His  feee  resembled  that  of  a  prise  fighter,  who  had  been 
standing  for  about  two  hoars  to  have  his  countenance  altered, 
but  he  was  given  to  understand  that  certain  materials  would  be 
provided  him,  wherewith  he  could  divest  his  feoe  of  the  filth  with 
whi  h  it  was  covered-^iiaAeAa/  naUtaf  (nol  no!)  he  exclaimed, 
but  holding  his  feoe  and  hands  oat  to  the  steward,  he  cried 
Mo  fas  alloopaf  (lidi  them!  lick  them!)  naUkaf  maUmI 
Miid  the  steward  in  his  turn,  shaking  hie.  head,  at  whmb  the 
native  expressed  some  surprise,  and  finding  that  the  steward 
would  not  accept  of  his  kind  invitation,  he  began  to  lick  his 
hands  like  a  cat  or  a  dog  would  its  paws,  after  having  immeiaed 
them  in  a  dirty  kennd.  Bat  then  the  great  question  arose,  in 
what  manner  was  the  face  to  be  licked  dean!  the  opwation  oenld 
not  be  performed  by  himself,  and  therefore  turning  to  his  svife^ 
h  cried  oUoofia  /  attoapa  /  and  without  any  hssilation  or  Mpiig« 
nance,  she  most  tendeily  and  affectionately  bcgaaot  the  feiohsad» 
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and  no  est  ooaM  lick  ito  'khten,  no  bear  its  ctiA>,  with  gv#Atet 
aMMahy  and  attention.  By  degrees  the  iJMe  began  to  aiatnne 
itt  aatdiml  featune,  and  in  the  apace  of  a  qnarlef  of  an  lioar,  aat 
a  Teatlge  of  the  blood  and  bhibber  waa  to  be  aem.  The  opera- 
tton  was  performed  in  aneh  a  maaterij  manner,  that  it  was  mi-^ 
dent  HuA  the  gtfoA  wife  was  an  adept  in  the  art  of  Ivddng,  a«d 
aooording  to  some  obserrationa  which  were  aBiMe<|aenti7  made, 

t  was  ascerlain€Ni»  that  it  was  the  method  adopted  bj  these  nn* 
ctriKsed  people  in  the  cleaning  of  their  own  bands,  whilst  the 
dfertj  was  performed  by  others  in  the  cleaning  of  their  fecea. 

*  Whilst  this  singular  scene  was  enacting  between  Miviak 
fuA  Ins  dntifol  and  obedient  spouse,  a  not  lass  shigiilar  one  was 
performing  by  their  children  aa  the  bodies  of  tfaa  scab,  which 
had  been  jnst  skinned,  and  on  which  the  blood  was  as  yet  pnro 
and  fresiu  The  carcasses  were  lying  on  the  deck,pfapaFat€Hy  to 
Being  cut  up  for  the  dogs,  when  the  children  atttiaoted  by  the 
inviting  smell  of  the  blood,  squatted  themeelvea  down  by  the 
animals,  and  with  a  sest  equal  to  that,  which  Qnin  evinoed^ 
whilst  regaling  upon  a  John  Dory  swimming  in  his  sauce  jn* 
fvofvfe,  they  licked  with  all  their  natnial  greediness,  the  blood 
from  the  carcasses,  and  no  dog  could  haye  licked  his  trencher 
cleaner,  than  these  human  bnites  did  the  bodies  of  the  seals. 
It  was  howcTcr  a  discovery  not  very  gratifying  to  the  refined 
and  delicate  feelings  of  the  consumers  of  the  trout,  however 
tempting  and  inviting  they  might  appear  on  the  breakfast  table, 
when  the  knowledge  was  conveyed  to  them  of  the  manner  m 
which  the  trout  were  cured,  or  more  properly  speaking  of  ihe 
preoees  which  the  fish  underwent  preparatory  to  their  being 
dried.  We  know  there  is  a  pafticular  substance  used  in  the 
suriag  of  the  Finden  haddock,  which  imparts  to  it  that  eiHiuisUe 
tavonr  whkh  renders  it  such  a  delectable  banme  boucke  on  the 
SDotch  breakfest  table,  and  as  long  as  any  information  on  that 
siAfeet  might  have  a  tendency  to  deprive  our  northern  friends  of 
the  enjoyment  of  a  good  break&st,  it  would  be  an  act  of  spite 
tad  ill-nature  in  us,  to  deprive  them  of  their  happy  ignorance. 
But  let  us  trace  the  history  of  the  trout,  previously  to  its  ap. 
peaiance  on  the  table  of  Capt,  Ross.  We  cannot  tell  whether 
13  2r 
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thft  last  edition  of  Mrs.  Glasse  has  reached  the  cooks,  of  Uiii>£k. 
qif imaux,  but  tbe^  cerlainiy  follow  h«r  instrudioas  m  oao  io^ 
portaot  pdint,  which  i^  that  before  they  bf^  to  dfestf  m 
the  fish'-they  first  preceed  to  catch  it^  vMch  hayiifB 
plisbed,  they  rip  up  the  hellyi  OMikiag  aa  wcfaisj^  fry.or/par- 
chance  a  raffoui  of  the  ealvatis,  ft»d  ibo0  the  aaxt  (Hep  10  te-. 
divest  it  of  the  bloedi  which  aboimde  ateng  the  back  beM^  and  . 
which  if  suffered  to  remain  would  iiop^rt  rdlh^  m,  etWmff  ia«* 
▼our  to  the  commodity*    Who  thai  has  watohed  4bo  notioiie  of. 
a  Billingsgate  fishmonger,  scraping  th4  ooagiilatefl  blood  of  ^Mfi 
salmon  from  the  back  bone  with  his  knifOf  but  deplfMiW  the 
excessiye  labour  to  which  he  is  obliged  to  subject  biilsselC  a^v 
well  as  the  horrible  womd  that  is  inflicted  otf  the  ear,  by  tbe^ 
▼ile  inharmoniotts  grating  of  the  knife  as  it  pasies  in  rapid  sm- 
cession  along  the  Tertebne  of  the  back.    The  Bsquinoaux.  hovifeter 
have  a  more  ea^,  and  certainly  a  more  ecotlomieal  method  of 
despoiling  the  fish  of  its  clotted  bloody  Md  la  taaiiy  instaitliDesi 
SB  the  present  will  show,  the  political  econcmiists  of  theSe  ete^ 
Ughtened  timed,  would  do  well  in  the  estAblisbment  of  thefr 
Visionary  theories,  to  take  a  lesson  from  th^  actions  of  men  iit 
unciviluied  life,  and  pay  less  attention  to  those,  which  distin- 
giiieh  him  as  tlie  child  of  education  and  of  culture* 

We  have  supposed  the  fish  under  the  htods  of  Mttiak,  to 
have  been  properly  gutted,  when  seeiiig  two  of  his  thriving 
oAt>ring  Watching  with  greedy  eyes  the  -broiling  of  soone  seal 
cutlets,  he  exclaimed  Keeleekarree  Eierninya/  ('^comohereinly 
sohs/')  not  doubting  that  their  &ther  had  reserved  a  tiUbiA  for 
them,  they  hastened  towards  him,  When  pobitiiig  to  the  interior 
of  the  fish  besmeared  and  bedaubed  with  bb)0d,  he.aaid^ 
mUookioke  aoonaiC'lick  blood,  you  do,")  and  tonacioHsfy  ind^od 
did  the  little  urchins  proceed  to  obey  the  injunetimM  of  tbsir 
pai^ntSi  to  their  own  great  delight  and  gratification.  T0  sa^ 
Ibat  the  Billingsgate  fishmonger,  with  his  nasty  sciubbi#g  brulllii 
eottld  have  aeconftplished  the  cleansing  of  the  fish  with  equal 
dexterity  and  despatch,  were  unjustly  and  illiberally  to  dsipriv% 
the  sons  of  Mmmk  of  their  due  portiop  of  taerttiA  for  tt|d  il<ia( 
and  p4rfe<it  manner  in  which  they  licked  the  fish  from  the  jow^ 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


lAST    VOYAGK   OF   CAPT.  ROSS.  807 

to  ifae  lail/oatefkily  ifisefiing  their  tong-ue  into  every  little  tiole 
or  eaMttf  in  which  a  etot  of  Mood  had  secreted  itself.  Nappa-' 
«rdfe«  (weH  it  k;)  8fti4  MMak,  and  the  ehildren  returned  to 
waldi  ibe  diushig  of  the  eulletii.  Detiglitrolly  elean  was  now 
tlie  iolcMor  ^f  the  fish,  tempting'  a&d  inTiiing  even  to  the  most 
fuNidionB  .tait».  Ib  a  corner  of  the  hut  stood  a  utengil  made  of 
Mhher  vveedi  ifon,  delf  nor  poroelain,  nor  gold,  nor  stlYer,  tin, 
.  copper  jMMr  bvata,  but  of  a  bloclc  of  granite^  whkb  nature  in  one 
.  f»f  iier  fMJioaome  meeds  had  scooped  out  in  the  form  of  a  basin ; 
this  nienffil  mrn^  the  family  receptacle  of  the  oil  extracted  at  various 
times  fnHB  the  walruses,  and  the  seals,  and  perchance  from  some 
nnfertnnsle  whale,  who  preferred  being  cut  up  in  his  native 
«oun^,  to  being  conveyed  in  the  hofd  of  a  ship,  to  the  country 
ef  the  KMoonM,  From  this  utensil  the  thirst  of  the  inmates  of 
the  hut  WAS  frequently  satisfied  ;  from  it  the  lamp  which  illumi- 
nated their  dwelling  was  daily  fed  ;  the  cutlets  swam  in  it,  as 
mne  of  the  noH  delicious  sauces  which  the  ^culinary  powers  of 
the  Udes,  or  the  Gkisses,  er  the  Rundells  of  this  country  could 
{Modnee,  and  the  more  powerful  and  pungent  its  stench  and 
fetor,  the  greater  is  the  avidity  with  which  it  is  consumed. 
•  Meviak  npfffoaohed  this  utensil,  and  plun^ng  the  fish,  we  were 
.fnung  to  say  over  head  and  ears,  but  the  Esquimaux  trout  being 
deprived  from  their  birth  of  the  latter  organ,  we  will  not  expose 
i^ur  ignetanee  of  Chat  feet,  and  therefore  we  will  adhere  to  the 
imih,  hf  aflinning  that  Meviak  plunged  the  fish  over  head  and 
tail  in  the  unctuous  mass,  leaving  it  there  for  the  space  of  siit 
MenihBf  to  be  well  soaked  and  saturated  with  the  rancid  liquids 
At  the  espimtion  of  the  said  six  seniks  the  fish  was  dragged  from 
.its oily  hubiiatien.  and  being  suspended  by  its  jowl  from  the  top 
W  the  hrt,  was  left  in  the  full  and  undisturbed  eiijoyment  of  all 
the  Moeke,  etencbes  and  other  effluvia,  which  a^e  the  universal 
•cenoomilante  of  an  Esquimaux  dwelling,  and  which  in  the  end 
impnit  to  the  fish  that  exquisite  flavour  which  ip  so  gratifying 
to  the  taste  of  the  Esquimaux  epicures. 

We  are  very  prone  to  think  that  that,  which  we  lijce  ourselves^ 
«uist  also  be  liked  by  others ;  it  is  however  a  national  pecu^ 
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liarfty  ;  ihe  Italian  starefi  with  wonder  if  ti  fwrson  Qxpfeiifee^his 
dislike  to  Macaroni,  the  German  cannot  be  'btonghu  to  bo- 
Here  that  any  one  can  turn  away  with  disgust  from  a  dish  of 
Sauerkraut,  the  Spaniard  cannot  conceive  that  any  dislike  can 
be  entertained  to  (dive  oil  and  g^rlick,  and  a  Frenchman  would 
think  himself  entitled  to  call  into  question  the  taste  of  that  indi- 
vidual, who  might  be  so  rude  as  to  turn  up  his  nose  at  a  decoction 
of  onions  and  frogs.  Can  it  then  be  imputed  as  a  faidt,  or  ereu 
as  an  error  of  judgement  in  MevicJty  when  he  came  to  the  con« 
elusion  that  as  the  trout,  or  trouts  which  hung  dangling  over 
his  head,  were  undoubtedly  the  greatest  dainty  which  hk  hut 
afforded^  they  could  not  fail  to  be  considered  also  as  socli  by  Ike 
great  and  powerful  Kabloona,  who  appeared  to  posaess  the 
greatest  authority  in  the  huge  and  vast  machine,  whieh  had  fagr 
some  means,  wholly  Wonderful  to  him,  found  its  way  to  bis 
country.  The  thought  was  by  no  means  an  unhappy  one  on  the 
part  of  Meviak,  and  therefore  without  any  further  loss  of  time  he 
proceeded  to  dislodge  the  trouts  from  their  smoky  position,  and 
he  was  rejoiced  to  find  that  they  were  in  prime  oondition,  the 
oil  well  absorbed  and  penetrated  into  every  part — the  original 
colour  wholly  lost,  and  approaching  nearly  to  a  blade,  and  the 
odour  very  much  resembling  that  which  a  fish  ought  to  have, 
which  had  been  absent  from  its  native  element  for  the  period  of 
about  six  months,  and  exposed  during  that  time,  to  as  vile  a 
combination  of  efifuvia  as  ever  surrounded  the  pendent  body  of  a 
trout. 

Nevertheless  Meviak  repaired  to  the  Victory  with  his  ptsea- 
tory  dainties,  and  as  the  last  stage  of  its  eventful  existence,  (if 
the  solecism  be  allowed,)  we  have  described  it  as  forming  a 
conspicuous  object  on  the  breakfast  table  of  Capt.  Ross,  but  let 
the  wiseacres  of  this  world  say  what  they  wtU,  there  is  fre- 
quently a  happiness  in  ignorance,  which  all  the  wisdom  of  the 
ancients  and  the  modems  cannot  give  ns.  Had  Capt.  Ross 
witnessed  the  process  of  purifying  the  fish  from  the  clotted 
blood,  had  he  been  present  at  its  immersion  in  the  unctuous 
mass — ^had  be  daily  and  hourly  observed  it  suspended  in  an 
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aCaio«|AerqypregiiMii  wilbthe  most  sickening  cffluTta,  k^  D\au|0 
have  eichimed  with  ttie  poet 


Base  vlanls 
That  do  corrupt  my  vliolesome  blood  and  turn 
The  hue  of  health,  to  pale  eadmv'^rous  looks. 
That  with  jrour  tainted  smell  do  pall  the  sense 
And  sicken  th*  appetite,  1*11  have  none  of  yc. 

The  same  Emjuimaux  that  bad  brought  the  trout,  returned  on 
tbe  IbUowing  day,  bringing  with  them  half  a  bear  s  skin,  and 
en  being  questioned  as  to  what  bad  become  of  the  other  half, 
tbey  {Mrofaricated  for  sc^ne  time,  and  at  last  confessed  that  they 
bad  left  it  at  their  huts,  thereby  furnishing  another  proof  that 
simple  as  these  people  might  appear  in  their  general  habits,  a 
degree  of  low  cunning  was  amalgamated  with  their  character, 
wbidi  is  generally  looked  for  in  depraved  and  degenerate  dis- 
pcwitionfl.  On  the  other  hand  it  may  be  said  in  extenuation  of 
their  ecmduct,  that  it  was  instilled  into  them  by  their  transa'ctions 
with  the  crew  of  the  Victory,  and  the  evident  inclination  that  was 
sbowtt  to  OTorreaoh  them  in  their  bargains,  and  to  give  them  a 
peer  equivalent  for  the  articles  which  they  brought  for  sale  or 
barter.  Thus  they  argued  with  themselves  that  it  was  most 
likely  that  two  halves  would  fetch  more  than  the  whole,  for  if 
they  brought  the  latter,  they  should  only  receive  a  few  needles  or 
fidb-hooks^  and  they  should  receive  the  same  for  a  half*  It  was  to 
them  a  kind  of  separate  transaction,  and  each  to  receive  its 
sepacate  reward  or  remuneration ;  they  were  however  rather 
defeated  in  their  eaqpectations  when  they  were  told  that  the  half 
of  a  akin  was  <rf  little  or  no  value,  and  that  in  fact  they  had  spoilt 
the  article  altogether  in  having  cut  it  in  two.  To  this  they 
answered,  that  although  it  was  cut  in  two,  an  expert  hand 
eodd  so  sew  them  together,  that  the  division  would  not  be  per- 
ceptible* Notwithstanding  these  arguments  and  counter  argu- 
laenls,  enforced  on  each  side  with  all  becoming  gravity  and 
importance,  the  Esquimaux  discovered  to  their  loss  and  discpm* 
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(kuff^.thiiEt  in  the  ecAioiAticNn  of  the  KMoona^i^o  halves  are  not 
equal  in  value  to  the  whole. 

The  white  Bear,  (the  ur9U9  mariiimu9  of  Linnsdiur^)  may  be  con- 
sidered as  the  largest  and  the  most  ferocious  quadruped  of  the 
Ardic  Regions.  He  finds  an  abode  congenhil  to  his  hardy  nature 
in  those  desolate  fields  of  ice,  which  lock  up  the  polar  seas  during 
a  great  part  of  the  year.  Prowling  over  the  fro^ien  wastes,  he 
satiates  his  hunger  on  the  marine  animals,  such  as  seals,  who 
break  through  the  ice  to  breathe  the  op^i  air«  or  he  plunges  into 
the  sea  in  pursuit  of  his  prey.  Possessing  an  astonishingly  acute 
eoest, -great  activity  and-slrength,  andequal  cunning,  he  contrive^ 
fo«uppoft«xiflr(ecice  in  regions,  where  ft  might  be  thought  that 
«o  large  a  quadruped  must  -necessarily  peririi.  fiyer  watchful, 
be  ascends  the  411118 1^  ice,  called  hummocks,  to  extend  his  range 
-of  ^bserTatioB  over  the  wide  plain,  where  a  fioliiary  seal  may 
'perhaps  be  resting,  or  to  snuff  the  tainted  air,  by  vrhich  he  know^ 
•that  -some  remains  of  a  whale  or  a  walrus,  deserted  by  the  fisher- 
^men  of  Europe,  or  the  native  Esquimaux,  will  afford  him  an  ample 
'feaet.  He  doubtless  often  differs  long  and  extreme  hunger,  for 
the  neal,  which  forms  his  chief -subsistence,  is  us  yigilant  as  the 
bear,  and  he  is  often  carried  out  to  sea  upon  some  small  island 
of  ice,  where  he  may  remain  for  days  without  the  possibility  of 
procuring  food.  The  polar  bear  has  been  seen  floating  In  this 
way  at  a  distance  of  two  hundred  ntiles  from  any  land ;  swini- 
ming  excellently,  he  however,  often  trarels  from  one  island  to 
aiiol3ier>  or  Tisits  the  shore,  where  he  commits  fearful  ravages. 
In  Iceland,  where  these  destructive  animals  land,  the  inhabitants 
immedialely  collect  together  to  destroy  them.  Near  the  east 
cooat  of  Greenland,  they  hare  been  seen  on  the  ice  in  such 
-numbers,  that  they  have  been  compared  to  Hocks  of  sheep  on  a 
common* 

The  polar  bear  retreats  *tr6m  man,  but  when  attadced  he  is  a 
fermidaMe  enemy.  His  extraordinary  sagacity  is  well  known  to 
the  whale  fillers,  who  find  the  greatest  difficulty  in  eutrappiiig 
him^  afltihottgh-herfeailessly  approaches  their  vesseb.  The  follow- 
ing iostanee  df  its-sagaeily  are  curious. 

A^^eai  4yi»giii4lie  middle  of  a  large  piece  of  ice^  with  a  hole 
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just  before  it,  iira#  owurked  o^t  by  a  bear  ibt  iia  prejr^  and  secnied ' 
by  the  artifice  of  diving  under  the  iee,  and  Jiakiikg  its  way  ta 
the  hole  by  which  the  aeal  waa  prepared  to-  ratieaA.  Th*  seal 
however  obaesve4  it«  appieaeh  and  pIungAd  talo  the  wat^  hmi 
the  bear  imtanlly  spvang  upon  it,  and  afvpeared  in  about  a 
miimte  afterwards  with  the  seal  in  its  nloufh. 

The  captain  of  <me  of  the  whalera  being  anxioua  to  piooiire  a- 

bear,  without  wounding  the  skin^  made  trial  «f  the  8t«atag«ai  cf 

laying  the  noose  of  a  rope  in  the  saow,  and  piadng  a^  piece  of 

blubber  upon  it ;  a  bear  rangiafS  the  Aeigjibottring  ice,  was  soon. 

enticed  to  the  spot  by  the  smell  of  the  meat,  he  perceived  Die 

bait,  approached  and  seized  it  in  his  moutb,  but  bia  foot  at  the' 

same  moment  by  a  jerk  of  the  rope^  being  entangled  in  the  noose^ 

he  pushed  it  off  with  the  adjoiainfg  paw,  and  deliberately  r^ired. 

After  having  eaten  the  piece  b^  carried  away  with  bin,  he.  re* 

turned ;  the  noose  with  another  piece  of  Unbber  being  then  re* 

placed,  be  puehed  the  rope  aside,  and  agbin  Walked  tiiumpbnntly 

off  with  the  blubber.    A  third  time  the  noose  was  laid;  but 

excited  to  caution  by  the  evident  observation  of  Uie  b^r,  the^ 

8ailofs  buried  the  rope  beneath  the  snow,  and  leid  the  bait  in  a 

deep  bole  dug  in  the  centre*    The  bear  enee  aeete  appiUHchad,. 

and  the  sailors  were  assured  of  Uieir  success,  but  bruin   more*' 

sagacious  than  they  erpeoted,  after  enufing  about  the  place  for 

a  few  minutes,  scraped  the  snow  away  with  his  paw#  threw  th» 

rope  aside,  and  again  escaped  unhurt  with  bis  prise;. 

The  female  bear  is  as  fierce  in  her  hostility  as  the  mala;  but. 
nothing  can  exceed  the  affection  which  she  feebfor  .her  yonngi' 
The  difficulty  of  procuring  foed  for  them,  and  diebardshipsr  to 
which  they  are  exposed,  tu>  dcfubt  call  forth  this  quality.  8otne 
of  the  instancea  on  record  save  as  singular,  aa  they  acre  affMiMg^ 
the  following  is  OM  of  the  most  striking. 

Ekirly  in  the  morning  of  the  10th  March,  the  man  at  the  bows 
gave  notice^  that  thfe^  b^artf  Weie  making  their  way  very  last 
over  the  ice,  and  directing  their  course  towards  the^  dup.  Tbey^ 
had  probably  been  invited  by  the  blubber  of  a  wabtisy  whinh  the* 
meA  had  set  on  fire«  atid  which. was-  borAing  eB  the.iee  at  th^< 
time  of  their  approach^  .  Th^y  prov&d  to  be  a  she  bear  and  her 
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two  cub«,  but  ilie  latter  were  nearly  m  large  M  tl«»  dim.  Tlibjr 
ran  eagerly  to  the  fire»  and  drew  out  froin  the  flames  part  of  the 
flesh  of  ibe  walrus  wbioh  remained  unconsamed,  and  ate  it  to- 
raciously .  The  erew  from  the  ship  threw  great  pieces  of  the 
.fleshy  which  they  had  still  left  upon  the  ice,  which  the  bid  bear 
carried  away  singly,  laid  oTory  piece  before  her  cobs,  and  dtrid- 
ing  them  gave  eaoh  a  share,  reserving  but  a  small  portion  to 
herself.  As  she  was  carrying  away  the  last  piece,  they  lerelled 
their  muskets  at  the  cubs,  and  shot  them  both  dead,  and  in  her 
retreat,  they  wounded  the  dam,  but  not  mortally 

It  would  have  drawn  tears  of  pity  from  any  but  unfeeling 
hearts,  to  have  marked  the  affectionate  concern  manifested  by 
this  poor  beast  in  the  last  moments  of  her  expiring  young. 
Though  she  was  sorely  wounded  and  could  but  just  crawl  to  the 
place  where  they  lay,  she  carried  the  lump  of  flesh  she  had 
fetched  away,  as  she  had  done  the  others  before,  tore  it  in  pieces, 
and  laid  it  down  before  them,  and  when  she  saw  they  refused  to 
eat,  she  laid  her  paws  first  upon  one  and  then  upon  the  other, 
and  endeavoured  to  raise  them  up.  All  the  while  it  was  piteous 
to  hear  her  moan.  When  she  found  she  could  not  stir  them, 
she  went  off,  and  when  at  some  distance,  looked  back  and  moaned, 
and  that  not  availing  to  entice  them  away,  she  returned  and 
smelling  around  them  began  to  lick  their  wounds.  She  went 
off  a  second  time  as  before,  and  having  crawled  a  few  paces, 
looked  again  behind  her,  and  for  some  time  stood  moaning. 
But  still  her  cubs  not  rising  to  follow  her  she  returned  to  them 
igain,  and  with  signs  of  inexpressible  fondness,  went  round  first 
dne  and  then  the  other,  pawing  them  and  moaning :  finding  tt 
last  they  were  cold  and  lifeless,  she  raised  her  head  towards  th^ 
ship  and  growled  her  resentment  at  the  murderers,  which  they 
returned  with  a  volley  of  musket  baUs,  she  fell  between  her  cobs, 
and  died  licking  their  wounds. 

A  few  years  ago  when  one  of  the  Davis*  Strait  whalers,  was 
closely  beset  among  the  ice  to  the  south  west,  or  on  the  coast  of 
Labrador,  a  bear  that  had  for  some  time  been  near  the  sbi3. 
at  length  became  so  bold  as  to  approach  alongside,  probably 
tempted  by  the  offal  of  the  provision  thrown  OTerboard  by  the 
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eo«4i.  At  tUi.4wie4lM  people  were  alt  et  diimer,  ne  afte  bettg 
leqiir^A  Co^lfieefFthci  deA,  in  the  thm  iuHne«Mble  eenUtloh'df 
the  ^p;  a  haftdjF'CiHev,  wlio  fitet  looked  out,  poreeivhi^  the 
boer  <e  oeeiV  ivpnHieiilljr  jumped  upon  tiber  iee,  enaed  enif  wMi 
a  fauMiepihe^.' wilk  a  riew,  ft  is  eiippoted,  of'^eniin^'all  the 
boBOQr  -et  Urn  exploit  ef  securing  so  fiefce  a  vtekov  by  himself, 
bat  the  bemr  vsgar dtess  of  such  weapcHis,  and  eharpened  probaMy 
bj  hunger,  disarmed  his  antagonist  and  seizing  him  by  the 
bsck  with  his  powerful  jaws,  carried  him  off  with  such  ce]<>rity 
that  OB  his  dismayed  comrades  rising  fiom  their  meal  and  iook- 
ing  ebfoady  he  was  so  far  beyond  their  reach  as  to  defy  tiheir 
parmti. 

A  circnmeiaaee  commnmcatflfd  by  Capt.  Munfoe  of  the  Nep 
10069  of  rather  a  humourous  nature  as  to  the  result,  arose  out  of 
an  equally  imprudent  attack  made  on  a  bear  in  the  Greenland 
Fishery,  by  a  seaman  empl<^ed  in  one  of  the  Hull  whalers. 
The  ship  was  mowed  to  a  piece  of  ice,  on  which  at  a  consid^N 
able  ^stance  a  large  bear  was  observed  prowling  about  for  pr^. 
One  of  <he  blip's  con^any  ^nboldened  by  an  artificial  courage, 
derived  from  the  free  use  of  ram,  which  in  his  economy  he  had 
atored  for  special  occasions,  undertook  to  pursue  and  attack  the 
bear  that  was  witliin  TieW.  Armed  only  with  a  whale  lance; 
be  reeohitely  and  against  alt  persuasion  set  out  on  his  adyetitnroiis 
exfdoit,  A  fatiguing  journey  of  about  half  a  league  over  a  yielding 
sur&ce  of  enow  and  rugged  hummocks  brought  him  within  a 
few  yards  ef  tiie  enemy,  which  to  his  surprise  undauntedly 
faced  him,  and  seemed  to  invite  him  to  the  combat.  His'ceurage 
being  by  this  time  greatly  subdued,  partly  by'e^iq[)oration  of 
the  siimahis,  aiid  partly  by  the  undismayed  and  even  thi^ten- 
ing  aspect  of  the  bear>  be  levelled  his  iMce  in  an' attitude  cHHer 
for  offeoiive  or  defensive  action,  and  stepped ;  the  bear  also  stodd 
ttlU;  in  ^ain  the  adventurer  tried  to  rally  his  courage  to  make 
the  attack ;  his  enemy  was  too  formidable  and  liis  appeaifaince  'too 
imposing.  In  *  vain  also  he  shouted,  advanced  his  •  lance;  and 
aoade  ^ints  of  attack;  tho  enemy  either  not  Underetandibg'ot 
deapbiog  sueh  unmantinesb,  obstinately  stood  'His  ground'; 
aheady  tlie  limbs  of  the  sailor  began  to  quiver;  but  the  ftar  6f 

14.  2  a 
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Ti<jUi€uJe  fon  kifl  si^MtiilftkiP  h^d  ks  MiMWe,  und  yet  4)1^. 
senreely  diMcLtOirvlimtyBiuin  bdweTer  po^aeitfiof  b^ftipefieeUan 
orbeing  regai^liaM  of  Utobcnfdqaeoee/i^litgiaa  wi(hJ^Id«l^oo0 
boldnets  io k^hmttce ;  bis  nif h appro^c^h i^ndunfbftUeii Mfif  stjbb- 
dued  :tbe  spark  of  bi^frwty  9jid  ih»(  fWd  of  fidictile/t^t  had 
hiibertt)  it]Aield  ^«r  adventover;  h^  ^taH^d^dd  4«1:  Imt  ao^w 
was  the  tijoie  of  daager ;  the  sailors  flight  cfclooocaged  the  be»r 
in  turn  to  pursue,  and  being  better  practised  in  .enow. travelling 
and  better  provided  for  it,  he  gained  rapidly  iq»on  the  fugitive ; 
the  whale  leAc^,  his  only  defeaee,  encumbering  hini  in  his 
V0tr^at/b0  threw  it  down  itnd  kept  oa#  this  fortimately  excited 
the  bears  attCDtion;  he  stopped,  pawed  it,  bit  it,  and  then 
rei>ewed  the  ^bafe.  A^in  be  was  ^t  the  be^s  of  the  panting 
seiaoian,  v»ho  ^oja^cieivs  of  the  favourable  effects  of  the  lance, 
4ropped:0|ie  <)f  hi8:WiteQS;  the  stratagem :siiceeeded>ak|d  while 
Smin  lagaln  ^topped  to  examine  it,  the  f^gitive^  iniproving  the 
interval,  m^de  i^qi^ider^hle  .  progress  ahead ;  still  the  bear 
resumed  the-fuvsuitlwith  a^n^  prov^iag  persevs^aftce^  exeept 
when  arrested  by  another  imtten,  and  finally,  by  a  hat,  whicli 
he  tore  to  shreds  hetvreenhil  fere  t^eth  and  .paws,  and  would 
no  doubt  e^n  have  minle  xhfi  inoauUeiis  adveUturfW  hi$  victim^ 
who  wi^snow  rapidly  losing^trength^hiitfbr  the  prompt  and  well 
limed  assistaace  of  his  shipmates,  who  observing  that  tjto  afiair 
had  ;i^88ui^ed  a  dangerjdtts  ^Plff^,  §»MiPli  <V^  f^  bis  rescue.  The 
little  iphalfikux  opened  him  a  passage,  asd  then  clpjsed  to  receive 
^e  bold  as^ilant.  Thcfugh  now  beypind  the  reach  pf  his  adver- 
sary, the  d}sinfkyed  fiigitiye  cof  tinned  cm^i^ds  iinp^lled  by  bis 
fear^,  and  never  r^liio^ed  his  exertions  nptil'  he  /^irly '  fff  a^hed  the 
sheHer  fof  h>f  ship.  The  bear  once  asoiie  ^a^M  to  a  crtand,  and 
fiira  m^qp^eint  saeppd  to  wrvey  h|s  pu^fnim  With  all  the  con- 
pj^ei'iE^iop  of  a9  experieneed  general  when  'finding  them  too 
9Ui)aerA>ns  ibr  any  hope  pf  success,  he  veiy  widely  wheeled  about, 
find  succeeded  in  inking  >  safe  and  honorable  retreat* 

We  fhafl  h^ve  Aoofu^on  in«  sabsaquant  part  of  this  wiirk^  to 
velete  a  suagillar  advei^tiive  of  a  hear,  jiyho  very  uncer;smoniouiUy 
paid  a  visit  to  Capt.  Roes  in  his  tept,  but  it  w^s  not  the  destiny 
of  the  gall^pt  captain^  to  caiitribirte  by  bi9  own.  person  to  the 
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iktneds  of  a  polar  ttear,  and^  to  be  b^reaftei*  veadedF  in  the  shaf^ 
of  bear's  greaae,  for  the  growth  and  beacKtffeaiibn  of  the  hair  of 
the  belles  and  b^ana,  the  dowagets  and-codgers  of  the  metropolis, 
nhd  to  exclaim'. 

To  what  vile  purposes  dq  we  oome  at-  last. 

Of  the  parly  who  Ti^ited  the  ship  on  the  lOth,  two  remained 
on  board  the  ship,  whose  names  were  ffarlook  and  Jkmalik, 
the  age  of  the  former  was  25,  the  latter  !17,  and  on  the  following 
day  they  made  their  first  appearance  as  scholars  in  the  Tirocin- 
ium of  the  Victory.  Finding  them  however  to  possess  the  same 
degree  of  ductility  as  a  block  of  marble,  Capt.  Ross  employed 
them  in  the  building  of  a  snow  hut  similar  to  those  inhabited 
by  themselves,  and  to  his  great  surprise  the  whole  was  com- 
pleted in  15  minutes.  Supper  was  served  to  them  about  8  o*clock, 
consisting  of  rather  more  than  8  pounds  of  baked  seal,  every 
morsel  of  which  they  demolished,  diluting  it  at  times  with 
copious  draughts  of  wat^r,  which  in  the  whole  must  have 
amounted  to  two  gallons. 

A  singular  habit  of  these  people  was  here  taken  notice  of, 
which  was  that  of  picking  their  teeth  after  their  meals  with  their 
flair,  of  which  they  extract  three  or  four  from  their  head,  and ' 
twisting  them  into  a  kind  of  brush,  which  from  their  wiry  nature 
are  well  adapted  for  the  purpose,  they  generally  spend  half  an 
hour  in  the  operation  of  picking  their  teeth,  until  they  fall  asleep, 
groaning  from  the  effects  of  repletion.  A.8  gluttons  they  are 
perhaps  not  to  be  equalled  by  any  people  of  the  world,  and  from 
the  long  state  of  inaction  in  which  they  are  kept  during  their 
tedious  winter,  their  bodies  assume  a  corpulency^  which  renders 
them  very  unfit  for  the  purposes  of  active  life.  It  was  howevej(. 
a  scene  of  great  merriment  to  the  crew,  to  watch  their  actions  as 
they  laid  themselves  to  sleep,  and  when  reclining  on  their  ham- 
iDOcks,  they  appeared  more  like  two  huge  savage  animals  than 
Duman  beings.  They  would  have  made  an  excellent  representa- 
tion of  the  monster  Caliban,  and  in  their  natures  they  were 
equally  g^oss  and  sensual.  Whether  it  was  the  novelty  of  their 
situation,  or  the  effects  of  indigestion,  their  sleep  was  of  short 
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duratumt  bnt  like  tbe  (HiMeoger  ia  the  mail  eoaDbi  who  notbem^ 
ahle  to  sleep  himaelC  wair  determined  ihal  ixHie  of  bis  felbw 
pa8aeng9r8  ebould  enjojr  aay  rest,  their  unik  was  bo  soeaer  ofer, 
than  they  thought  it  not  possible  to  show  their  respect  for  the  kind 
treatment  which  they  had  recelTed,  in  a  more  effective  manner 
than  by  singing  a  daet,  which  made  the  sailors  start  up  one  b? 
one  from  their  hammocks,  wondering  where  such  onearthly 
bowlings  came  from.  In  vain  the  sailors  roared  out,  ava«t! 
avast  I  wider  and  wider  the  singers  stramed  their  throats,  and 
shriller  and  shriller  came  the  souifds  upon  their  startled  ears.  A 
valuable  acquisition  would  they  have  proved  to  join  in  the 
matins  of  a  pack  of  monks,  and  if,  as  those  same  monks  tell  us, 
the  angels  of  heaven  are  delighted  with  the  harmony  of  their 
canticles,  tenfold  would  their  rapture  have  increased,  if  the  deep 
sonorous  voices  of  Narlook  and  Ikmalik  had  mingled  in  the 
pious  strains.  Not  an  angel  would  have  kept  his  place  in  hea- 
ven, but  they  would  have  been  seen  sliding  down  the  rainbows 
in  crowds,  to  enjoy  the  harmonious  sounds  of  the  Esquimaux 
Lablaches.  It  is  sometimes  a  very  difficult  task  to  stop  a  person, 
who  is  determined  in  his  own  mind  to  exhaust  his  powers  of 
cantation,  but  it  may  have  happened  that  the  Esquimaux  unable 
to  understand  the  meaning  of  the  exclamations  of  the  sailors, 
construed  them  in  an  opposite  sense,  and  considered  them  as 
direct  indications  of  their  applause,  and  a  kind  of  flattering 
encore  for  the  repetition  of  the  duet. 

There  is  however  one  never  falling  method  of  stopping  the 
singing  propensity  of  an  individual,  when  it  threatens  to  imi- 
tate eternity  so  far,  as  to  have  no  end  to  it ;  and  that  is.  to  pr^ 
bent  him  with  an  ice  or  a  sillabub,  which  by  giving  his  mastica* 
ting  powers  something  to  do,  grants  a  respite  to  his  cantatory 
ones.  Of  the  former,  the  sailors  of  the  Victory  had  an  abundance 
to  give  to  their  singing  friends,  but  the  great  question  was, 
whether  they  would  prefer  a  mouthful  of  it  to  a  sudden  inter- 
ruption of  their  duet.  An  English  sailor  however  is  seldom 
wsmting  in  ingenuity  in  the  discovery  of  a  remedy  for  any  evil 
that  may  suddenly  come  upon  him,  and  finding  that  no  imme- 
mediate  prospect  presented  itself  of  the  singers  arriving  at  the 
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finela,  one  of  the  crew  hastened  to  the  hole  where  the  sears  flesh 
was  kept  for  the  dogs,  and  returning  with  a  good  heary  lamp 
of  it,  threw  it  down  before  them,  exclaiming, ''  There  ye  d<->*-d 
lubbers,  stop  your  mouths  with  it.*'  It  soon  appeared  that  the 
mastication  of  a  few  pounds  of  seal's  flesh,  and  the  utterance  of 
a  series  of  harmonious  sounds  cannot  be  carried  on  at  one  and 
the  same  time — the  sounds  suddenly  ceased — ^bnt  thelifeofmair 
is  a  chequered  scene,  whether  it  be  in  a  berth  on  board  the  Vie* 
tory  in  Felix  Harbour,  at  the  court  of  St.  James\  or  an  Irish- 
man's study  in  a  back  room  of  the  attic  story  of  a  residence  in 
St.  6ile8\  The  andents  tells  us,  that  a  man  in  attempting  to 
aToid  Scylla,  frequently  falls  into  Charybdis,  and  we  have  an 
adage  synonymous  in  our  language,  when  a  man  falls  into  one 
evil  by  avoidmg  another,  that  he  has  jumped  out  of  the  firying- 
pan  into  the  fire,  and  such  was,  to  their  great  misfortune,  the* 
lot  of  the  sailors  of  the  Victory  in  whose  berth  the  two  Esqui- 
maux had  been  allowed  to  take  up  their  lodging  for  the  night. 
It  is  true  that  a  stoppage  had  been  put  to  the  duet,  and  so  fiir 
a  great  evil  was  suspended,  but  then  a  new  light  suddenly  burst 
upon  the  sailors  in  the  discovery  that  a  seal,  like  a  pheasant  or 
a  partridge,  has  some  peculiar  cuts,  or  slices  to  which  the  gas« 
tronomes  give  the  preference,  abd  for  the  peace  and  quietness 
of  the  sailors,  it  unfortunately  happened  that  the  lump  of  seals 
flesh,  which  the  sailor  had  abtracted  from  the  hole,  was  just  one 
of  those  fiivourite  bits,  to  which  the  Ef^uimaux  epicures  give 
the  preference.  A  man  who  throws  a  bone  to  two  hungry  curs, 
most  necessarily  expect  a  battle,  and  the  lump  of  flesh  was  no 
soimer  thrown  to  the  Esquimaux,  than  each  of  them  snapped  at 
it,  and  catching  hold  of  it  with  their  hands,  raised  such  a  hub- 
bub with  their  expressions  of  anger  and  defiance  towards  each 
other,  that  the  sailors  found,  in  the  jargon  of  the  English  law- 
yers, that  they  had  taken  nothing  by  their  motion,  on  the  con- 
traiy,  it  became  a  question,  whether  their  duet  was  not  to  be 
preferred  to  the  discord,  which  now  raged  between  them,  accom- 
panied as  it  was  by  the  most  hideous  yells  and  hootings,  which 
ever  burst  from  the  throat  of  an  miraged  Esquimaux.  It  is 
however  a  great  consolation  to  an  individual  to  know  when  he 
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has  commttted  an  error,  that  an  immediate  remedy  for  it  is  at 
hand,  and  that  man  approaches  rery  fast  to  tiie  oharaetef  of  the 
finished  fcN>I,  who  hesitates  for  a  moment  i(*  appty  that  remedy 
as  soon  as  it  presents  itself;  thus,  if  the  gih  of  a  thing  has  oc- 
casioned a  qoarrel  between  two  persotus^  the  ttioei  efficacious 
method  of  putting  bu  end  to  it,  is  to  take  it  away  again,  and 
•D  thought  the  sailers  of  the  Vietory ;  the  gift  of  thb  seaFs  flesh 
had  aroused  the  pugnacious-  dispoeitions  of  the  Esquimaux,  and 
therefcre  to  quell  the  violence  of  them,  they  took  th&  seaFs  flesb 
away  again,  but  after  every  sto#m  there  remains  for  some  time 
a  heayy  swell,  and  altliough  the  Esquimaux  rolled  themselves 
KMind  like  two  large  bears  to  take  anoth^  sefnik,  yet  ever  anon 
a  groan  and  a  growl  buret  forth,  like  the  muttering  of  thunder 
at  a  distance,  indicative  of  the  storm  that  was  past,  and  threat- 
ening to  return,  if  the  slightest  provocation  were  given, 
•  Having  passed  their  senik  without  any  further  disturbance, 
they  made  their  appearance  at  the  breakfast  table  in  the  morn- 
ing, but  a  basin  of  cocoa  and  a  biscuit  was  to  them  a  fare  by  no 
means  of  that  substantiality  as  to  accord  with  their  voracious 
appetite  V  the  steward  therefore  repaired  to  the  hole  in  which 
the  seal'a  flesh  was  kept,  and  having  extracted  thence  a  lump, 
or  clod  of  about  eight  pounds,  it  was:  put  isto  the  oven,  and  in 
the  space  of  a  short  time  it  appeared  reeking  on  the  table  to  the 
great  delight, and  gratification  of  the  august  visitors  of  the  Vic- 
tory,    A  bucket  of  water  containing  a  gallon  was  placed  between 
them,  froas  which  their  libations  were  long  and  frequent — and' 
as  long  as  a  morsel  of  flesh  cetnained  on  the  board,  or  a  dl-op  of 
water  in  the  bucket,  the  visitors  showed  no  disposition  to  alter 
the    position   in  which  they  had  placed    themselves.      Their 
sumptuous,  repast  being  over,  they  proceeded  to  put  a  top  to 
to  the  snow  house,  which  when  finished  very  much  resembled  a 
bouse  ia  England  that  has  by  some  means  found  its  way  into 
the  Court  of  Chancery,  for  no  tenant  could  be  found  to  inhabit 
it,  and  its  only  use  was  to  shew  Capt.  Ross  the  emptiness  of  human 
grandeur,  and  that  the  Esquimaux  is  as  happy  with  his  roof  of 
•DOW  ajB  the  monarch  with  his  roof  of  golden  fretwork. 

Contmaiidei  Jamea  took  the  opportunity  of  the  stay  of  the 
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two  EsqouMux  on  boftrd  the  abip,  to  'mAme  om  ^  ik^  to  ac. 
wmpanj  him  on  an  eicuntonito  the  noribwurdy  ais  :froiii  fais 
•apposed  knowledge  of  the  localities  of  the  eountty«  he  cmght 
M  of  grtet  service  to  bim»  in  diteoting  bim  toiheCpart  where' 
H  was  most  likely  that  an  c^n  sea  could  be  found.  On  the 
Feceipt  of  a  trifling  jiresent,  Bsmalik  eonseoted  to  accompanj 
Commander  Ross.  Accordingly  they  set  off  in  a  sledge,  Ikmallk 
tpdiing  the  reins,  and  to  the  bnoy  of  Commandek*  Ross,  it  appeared 
as  if  the  dogs  were  conscious  that  the  reins  were  in  the  hands 
of  a  native  of  their  own  country.  They  bad  not  travelled  far 
when  they  met  a  party  of  Esquimaux,  directing  their  course  to- 
wards the  ship,  bringing  with  theoi  a  8eiil»  which  on  being 
weighed  was  found  to  be  234tbs. 

Whilst  Commander  Ross  was  driving  four  In  band,  over  hillocks 
of  snow  and  hummocks  of  ice,  Capt.  Ross  was  adding  another 
monument  to  his  &ine,  having  despatched  eight  men  from  the 
Aip  to  build  a  monumsnt  of  suow^  to  the  south  west  of  Felix 
HaiiiouT,  to  which  as  no  utility  whatever  was  attached,  it  could 
only  be  compared  to  other  monuments,  which  have  been  erected 
in  Vjsrious  psfls  of  the  world,  to  perpetuate  some  act  of  folly  or 
of  guilt.  Capt.  Ross  b&d  this  consolation  to  support  him,  that 
his  monument *i^as  like  the  pyramids  of  Egypt,  not  likely  to  bo 
overthrown  by  hijiman  hends,  for  it  became  a- question,  if  during 
the  long  coMtse  of  an  eternity  to  come,  it  would  be  again  visited 
by  a  human  being,  whp  could  trace  in  its  construction,  a  me- 
morial of  the  great  and  mighty  deeds  which  were  achieved  in 
the  vicinity,  or  stand  at  its  base,  and  meditate  de  vanitate  mundi 
^i  f^g^  9eculorum.  It  cannot  be  imputed  as  a  feult  to  a  man  to 
wish  to  raise  a  monument  to  himself,  for  it  is  a  feeling  natural  to 
a  homnn  being' to  wish  to  live  beyond  the  grave,  to  have  his  name 
and  deeds  carried  to  other  times;  and  to  know  that  it  will 
be  pronounced  with  reverence  in  after  ages,  even  when  the 
marble  on  which  it  was  engiraved  has  cmmbled  into  dust.  -A 
Newton,  a  Howard,  a  Milton,  or  a  Shakespear,  require  no  brazen 
tublet  to  ^rpetuate  th^ir  name,  they  will  live  natil  their  immor« 
tality  iSseif  expires.  The  monuments  of  kings  and  of  warriors 
wbotifiw  desolated  the  e%rth,  should  be  built  of  the  materials 
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with  which  the  nwnnnwint  m  Felix  Harboar  wm  o(»nim^p4^iif 
the  sooner  their  names  are  awopt  from  the  memerj  of  mankiadt 
the  sooner  will  their  crimes  and  atrocities  be  fi»igetten#  Wnm 
has  his  monument  in  the  edifice  which  he  built>  Mifih««l  Angelo 
in  the  celestial  figures  which  breathe  upon  his  canvass;  Wata  is 
the  discoverj  of  the  most  powerful  agent  |n  the..wopld,  an^  the- 
Duke  of  York  in  a  long  spiral  column  of  rounded  granite*  sur« 
mounted  by  something  worse  than  folly.  A  monument  of  aaow, 
which  would  gradually  melt  away  and  be  absorbed  by  the  earth, 
is  all  that  the  major  part  of  the  puissant  and  illustrious  piincea 
of  this  country,  have  a  right  to  expect  from  the  people. 

On  the  return  of  the  sailors  from  the  building  of  the  mcMui* 
ment^  they  were  of  course  questioned  as  to  what  objects  of  curi« 
osity  or  of  note  they  had  se^i,  in  order  that  they  might  be  duly 
registered  in  the  log-book  of  the  day.     We  know  not  whether 
it  arose  from  a  latent  disposition  to  mischief,  or  a  desire  to  turn* 
the  report  into  ridicule,  but  it  must  haye  been  rather  a  difficult 
task  to  have  kept  the  risible  Acuities  under  any  command,  when* 
the  momentous  objects  which  they  had  seen  were  related  tO' 
Capt.  Ross.     Imprimis,  they  had  seen  ten  bones  of  a  rein*deer»- 
which  must  have  been  killed  some  years  ago,  a  specimen  of 
which  they  had  brought  with  them  to  be  put  into  the  cabinet  of 
curiosities.     Secondly,  they  had  found  a  small  piece  of  wood*- 
which,  as  it  was  evident  that  the  tree  to  which  it  belonged  was 
not  indigenous,  must  have  been  deposited  there  by  human  hands 
or  conveyed  thither  by  some  convulsion  of  nature.     As  this  was 
a  subject   worthy  of  investigation,  and  might  throw  some  im- 
portant light  on  the  natural  history  of  the  country,  it  would  have 
been  considered  by  them  as  an  act  of  great  neglect,  if  they  had 
omitted  to  take  possession  of  it ;  it  was  therefore  delivered  with  • 
due  form  into  the  hands  of  Capt.  Ross.    Thirdly,  they^had  seen 
some  rocks  covered  with  snow,  an<*  some  without  it,  these  they 
very  properly  left  behind  them.    Fourthly,  they  had  seen  the 
impression  of  a  bear's  paw  on  the  snow,  which  being  measured 
was  found  to  be  14  K  inches ;  minuten^ess  in  all  points  of  natural 
history  is  particularly  to  be  commended,  as  it  is  the  high  road 
by  which  comparative  anatomy  arrives  at  its  results.    Fifthly, 
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ifej  ftMXHMnAf  dedaMd  tltttt  all  of  tlieni  had  found  it  so  ex^t 
tlMMly  cold/- that  th^y  wfere  obliged  to  reKnquish  their  task  of 
motmment-biiilding^,  fiMn^the  feat*  they  entertained  thai  they 
dbonld  Ml  be'frbet-liitten;  Capt.  Itoaa  shut  the  log-hook  and 
retlr^  to  UtH»bin. 

The  Mt^city  of  fhe  do^  has  h^n  long  proverbial,  but  a  cir<^ 
cmtistimee  occurred  on  the  I2lh,  which  exhibited  that  property 
in  the  highest  degree.  Commander  Robs  had  extended  his 
excnrsion  to  a  considerable  distance  from  the  ship,  according  to 
ftis  own  calculation,  about  IS  mifes,  and  his  dogd  not  accustom^ 
fld  to  such  long  stages,  were  completely  weather*beaten. 
Amongst  the  dogs  was  one  of  the  name  of  Peter  belonging  to 
the  steward,  who  became  the  ringleader  in  as  serious  a  conspira- 
cy as  ever  threatened  the  empire  of  Rome  under  the  goyern* 
ment  of  Catiline.  This  conspiracy  was  no  other  than  to  leave 
Commander  Ross  in  the  lurch,  and  make  the  best  of  their  way 
back  to  the  ship,  where,  basking  before  the  oven  fire,  they  should 
be  more  comfortable  than  skulking  behind  hummocks  of  ice 
with  scarcely  anything  to  eat.  A  man,  and  so  has  a  dog  a  right 
(o  improve  his  circumstances  by  every  lawful  means  in  his 
power^  and  we  know  that  the  former,  whatever  the  latter  may 
io,  is  very  prone  to  have  recourse  to  unlawful  ones,  when  it  is 
foond  inconvenient  or  inexpedient  to  adhere  to  the  lawful  mode. 
Whether  however  the  canine  cmiepirators  viewed  the  matter  in 
that  light  previously  to  putting  their  project  into  execution  is 
not  to  be  found  in  any  of  the  records  before  us^  nor  does  it 
appear  by  what  signs,  gestures,  arguments,  or  expostulations, 
Peter  so  worked  upon  the  passions  of  his  companions  as  te 
induce  them  to  join  him  in  his  criminal  scheme.  Commander 
Ross  was  well  known  to  be  particularly  humane  towards  his  ani- 
mals, and  therefore  it  may  be  considered  as  a  gross  act  of  ingra* 
titude  on  the  part  of  Peter,  to  have  concocted  such  a  barefaced 
conspiracy,  but  Peter,  like  the  human  biped  had  an  argument  ready 
at  hand  to  show,  that  so  far  from  ingratitude  being  attached  to  his 
character,  it  was  a  sense  of  duty  and  obedience  which  urged  him 
to  the  step,  for  as  he  was  not  the  property  of  Commander  Ross, 
h€  owed  him  neither  service  nor  fidelity,  on  the  contrary,  it  was 
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his  duty  to  reiurA  to  his  lawful  master  to  whotO;  be  pw?4 .1^* 

allegiance^     This  argpunent  on  the  part  of  Paler  would  hay^ 

been  held  good  ini  aoy  court  of  fied  pcmdr^  in  Eoglaod^  but. 

not  so  with  bis  eoonpaaions*    Nevertheless  these  are  few  cif^cnpi*. 

stances  from  which  a  moral  cannot  be  drawn*  if  a  person  does 

but  know  where  to  look  for  it,  and  in  the  pr^Aeot  lastan^^eA  let 

those^  who  are  addioted  to  bad  eompaay  take  warning  by  1^, 

punishment^  which  was  inflicted  on  two  of  the  coospirators*  of 

the  roinous  and  disgraceful  consequences  that  ensue  in  associate 

iag  with  wicked  companions^  for  they  are  gradual^  led.  into  tliQ; 

commission  of  crimes,  which  bring  them  to  an  Jgnomioious  end. 

Commander.  Ross  with  his  companion  Ikmalik,  had  ascofided 

a  hill  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  nature  of  the  surround'* 

ing country j»  when  Peter  taking  advantage  of  their  absence  quietly 

betook  himself  off,  followed  by  two  of  bis  companions,  and  b/ 

some  instinctive  power»  which  it  is  here  impossible  to  explain* . 

they  directed  their  route  direct  for  the   ship*     It  was  about 

4  o'deck  p.m.  that  the  steward  was  standing  near  the  gangway 

when  to  his  great  astonishment  he  observed  Peter,  the  ring« 

leader,  approaching  the  ship,    not  as  usual  merry  and  frisky* 

with  bis  tail  erect,  but  hobbling  along,  followed  by  his  compan- 

ions,  and  apparently  so  footsore  that  he  scarcely  ventured  to  put 

his  feet  to  the  ground.     Still  however  the  faithful  creature  no 

sooner  saw  its  master,  than  it  appeared  to  forget  all  its  afflictions, 

but  the  mexpected  return  of  these  animals  excited  some  very 

unpleasant  apprehensions  respecting  Commander  Ross,  for  it  was 

not  supposed  that  they  would  have  left  him,  had  not  some  serious 

and.  perhaps  a  fatal  accident  bc&IIen  bim;   it  was  therefore 

determined  that  should  he  not  return  in  the  interim,    a  party 

should  set  off  by  daybreak  on  the  following  morning,  and  it  was 

expected  that  by  taking  the  dogs  with  them,  they  would  be 

able  to  discover  the  exact  route  which  Commander  James  hai 

taken. 

Notwithstanding  the  difficulty  which  the  crew  experienced  in 
the  building  of  the  monument  to  the  south  west,  arising  from 
.their  cpnstaut  exposure  to  the  cold,  Capt.  Ross  determined  that 
iaopteboT  should  be  built  to  the  nortliward  in  case  that  if  any 
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tiiQre  nairigiltors  should  not  dimover  th»  one,  thsy  unt^lit  iao$» 
probably  ^i0)^«er  tWolher.  Aceordiii^ty  a  par%y  of  fire  wero 
despaiehed  to  Ih^  northward  with'  instruclicnifi  taboild  a  kirgvr 
one  than  that  to  tlie  gcmthward,  oa  ih»  principto,  we  itupppiose,  thai 
ihe  highef  the  memiment,  the  higher  mimt  be  the  rank  of  tin 
indififtaal,  who  projected  H;  at  all  ef ents  Capt.  Ro«6  couM  eajr  ia 
the  wotde  of  the^  ubiei  on  the  oKgan-loft  o£  St.  Paul's,  Si  moim^ 
meKium  fe4fuipi$,  ^ireumepiee: 

Dayligfbi  no  sooner  appeared  on  the  morning  of  the  Idtb,  than 
Mr.  Me'Diarmidy  accompanied  by  three  of  the  crew,  set  out  in 
9eareb  of  Ooittmander  James.    Peter  and  his  companions  in 
crime  vrere  included  in  the  party,  but  they  found  that  the  route 
vbreh  Commander  Jameshad  taken,  could  be  traced  almost  to  a 
certainty,  by  the  marks  of  the  sledge  on  Ihe  snow,  and  the  (oou 
steps  of  the  dogs*     They  had  travelled  about  5  miles,  when  to 
then'  gceat  joj,  they  observed  Commander  James  at  a  distancoi 
having  received  a  reinforcement  of  three  Eisquimaux,  who  be- 
longed to-  the  huts  la  Ihe  south  east    They  had  wifh  them  a 
fine  seaU  whieh  Commander  James  had  just  purehased,  with 
the  understaading  that  they  were  to  convey  it  to  the  ship,  where 
.they  were  to  receive  the  reward  agreed  upom    The  satisfaction 
of  the  parties  on  meeting  was  mutual,  for  owing  to  the  desertion 
of  bis  dogs.  Commander  Ross  had  been  delayed  for  a  considera. 
time  on  bis  return,  and  not  having  provided- himself  witfi  pro- 
visions for  a  protracted  journey,  he  had  suffered  greatly  from 
want.     He  was  however  much  rejoiced  to  find  his  dogs  in  safety, 
Botwithatanding   Ihe  undutiful    trick,   which   they  had  played 
Jiim,  for  he  suspected  that  they  might  have  found  their  way  to 
some  of  the  fants  of  the  natives,  and  then  every  chance  of  regain* 
ing  them  would  be  lost,  except  by  stratagem  or  bribe. 

The  result  of  this  excursion  was  by  no 'means  favourable  to  the 
hopes  of  the  mariners,  or  which  could  lead  them  to  expect  that 
they  were  in  that  direetion,  bj  which  their  ultimate  object  could 
be  obtained*  As  far  as  his  vision  could  extend.  Commander 
Koss  saw  nothing  but  one  solid  compact  body  of  ice,  wedged  in 
between  a  cluster  of  islands,  and  not  a  single  appearance  which 
could  lead  him  to  suppose  that  even  on  the  breaking  up  of  the 
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ice  a  passage  to  the  westward  eonid  bcribiHMl.  it  haubwitSMii 
by  what  gradual  8te{)s  the  infonnatioii  was  obtataed,  fespMliwg 
the  position  in  trhich  the  Ytetory  then  taj,  and  ¥tam  Hmfimt 
were  the  delays,  and  how  almost  insurmountttbto  wier«'-th»  <Asi»> 
cles,  which  thej  bad  to  encounter  in  working  her  up  to  her  pre-^ 
sent  moorings.  No  account,  howercir  deta:ited,  enM  cMrey  an 
adequate  ideli  of  the  anxiety,  with  wfaieh  each  s^rap  of  irtfevoiation 
was  sought  after  and  receiyed,  or  tlie  dailj  and  hoiirit  mortilii* 
cation  attendant  on  each  fresb  delay,  and  that  it  wus  ilot  without 
considerable  mental  solicitude  as  well  as  physical  «)mrtion,  that 
the  passage  to  the  Westward  had  been  thus  far  ^fTeeted.  In  pro^ 
portion  to  the  labour  and  disappointment^  which  the  attftfmneat 
of  the  object  bad  hitherto  cost,  so  was  the  relitctan^^  that  wa$ 
felt  in  admitting  eyen  an  abandonment,  and  the  hope  was  still 
active  in  their  breasts  that  some  favourable  alteration  might 
yet  occur,  so  as  to  throw  a  more  cheering  prospect  ov^r  the 
future. 

Commander  Ross  having  received  seyeral  proofs  of  Icindnffss 
from  the  Esquimaux,  Allowed  them  to  accom|>any  hitn  on  board, 
where  they  were  regaled  with  a  sumptuous  dish  of  baked  s^l, 
and  two  quarts  of  water  to  each  man*  Having  received  tiie  sti* 
pulated  reward  for  the  seal,  the  Esquimaux  departed,  so  gratis 
lied  with  their  reception  that  they  determined  to  renew  their 
visit  on  the  following  day,  when  Capt.  Ross  was  again  made  the 
dupe  of  their  cunning  and  dupiictty.  At  about  11  o^elockoA 
the  14th,  the  Esquimaux  were  seen  approaching  with  a  very  fin« 
sledge  drawn  by  six  of  the  handsomest  dogs,  which  had  been  ;et 
seen  in  the  country.  They  brought  with  them  about  forty  pounds 
of  musk  ox  flesh,  which  had  been  buried  under  tlieshow since 
July  of  the  preceeding  year.  It  consisted  of  two  piocesi  bOt 
they  were  frozen  so  hard,  that  it  was  impossible  to  tell  firOm  what 
part  or  the  animal  they  were  cut.  The  price  obtained  for  these 
two  dainty  bits,  and  which  like  the  trout  were  desCiaed-toflmok^ 
on  the  table  of  Capt.  Ross,  was  a  knife  and  a  pair  of  sciasars^  of 
the  yalue  of  Is.  2d.  It  must  however  be  observed,  thai  Capt. 
Ross  insisted  upon  a  young  seal  being  included  in  the  -bargain, 
which  was  ultimately  agreed  to  by  the  Esquimaux,  tlmugh  net 
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1 0oai«tia(ie  Wing"  spent  in  hig^UBg«  and  ifianj  eomptaiotM 
•(jlh#iiMideqtia6jr.<rf'tfae  remoaeration  for  ao  great  a  daintj  as  a 
sImo  ^  mt»k  ox  baafl  The  pieces  ef  the  beef  were  laid  on  the 
laUe  Ml  the  cabin  before  Capt.  Ross,  and  a  consultation  was  held 
as  lo  Ibe  patticvlar  part  of  the  animal  from  which  the)r  were  cut.. 
On  tbia  monenloas  question  Mr«  Mc'Diaraiid  was  especially 
ioTited  lo  give  bis  opiniois  es  from  his  knowledge  of  aoatoipy,. 
it  was  supposed  that  he  could  arriTc  at  an  immediate  decision* 
Not  more  intently  could  the  sapient  Fellows  of  the  Linnean 
Society  examine  the  homed  cock,  which  some  mischievous  wag 
ssBt  to  them,  after  having  first  dexterously  plastered  the  horn 
on  the  bead,  in  order  to  determine  the  species  under  which  it 
was  to  be  classed,  than  was  displayed  by  the  associates  of  the 
Victory,  in  their  examination  of  the  joints  of  the  musk  ox.  No 
dificulty  whatever  presented  itself  in  determining  what  they 
were  not,  as  ibr  instance,  it  was  easy  to  decide  that  neither  of 
them  was  the  head,  but  it  was  submitted  to  the  examinators  by. 
Capt.  Ross,  whether  as  One  of  the  pieces  had  no  bone,  it  would 
not  be  proper  to  come  to  a  decision  that  it  was  a  part  of  the  but* 
tock.  This  opinion  was  entered  into  nemine  coniradicenie^  and 
the  joint  was  accordingly  delivered  over  to  the  steward  to  be 
immerseid  in  water,  in  order  that  il  might  be  thoroughly  thawed 
for  the  ensuing  Sunday's  dinner. 

It  ia  a  truism,  wbich  it  does  not  require  a  fifty  years  experience 
in  the  world  to  see  frequently  confirmed,  that  fruition  seldom 
oomee  up  to  anticipation.  We  can  easily,  in  the  playfulness 
of  dtf  imagination,  foncy  Capt.  Ross  and  his  associates  in  the 
cabin,  anticipating  the  sumptuous  repast  which  awaited  them, 
from  tbe  buttock  of  the  ransk  ox,  which,  as  nine  months  had 
elapsed  sioee  it  was  cut  from  the  animal  on  which  it  had  grown. 
eodd  not  possibly  be  found  &ult  with  on  the  score  that  it  had 
not  been  kept  long  enough,  and  therefore  in  regard  to  tough* 
neaa,  all  feare  on  that  point  were  very  properly  and  instantane« 
ooaly  dismissed.  On  tbe  sabbath  morning  the  cook  previously 
to  divine  eervieej  was  duly  called  to  inspect  the  savoury  joint, 
and  by  the  application  of  the  probe,  be  determined  that  it  was 
JMt  in  a  proper  condition  to  be  immersed  in  the  boiling  pot ; 
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at !)»«  $titM  time  he  pregmnptooijwty  dared  to  hasarii  ai^opinloii^' 
that  if  it  was  a>bttttoek,  h  was  the  most  extraordinary  oae»  wWeh 
had  eTer  baeo  aubnittted  to^  faia  cnlinary  pw¥OT»>  To*  tM«  e^ 
jectiou  he  was  very  properly  aoswered,  thai  i%  eeirid  not  W 
expected  of  an  Esqaimaux,  that  he  coitld  oat  ahaMock  of  heeC 
^ith  that  nicety  and  elegance,  on  which  the  batohefe  of  Lead«i<' 
nail  and  Newgate  prrde  themselves,  and  farther  riiut  the  rigot 
>f  a  nine  months"^  frost  upon  it,  mast  indtspiitably  l»ve*  had  the 
eAct  of  altering  its  natural  shape,  by  the  shriveHing  op*  of  %he 
muscTes,  and  the  attendant  contraction  of  the  fibres*  It  wae  im* 
possrble  for  the  cook  to  gainsay  the  profundity  of  these  re«iarki, 
and  having  immersed  the  joint  in  the  seething'fkiid,  he  repaired 
to  the  cabin  where  divine  service  was  performed,  and  where  he 
heard  an  excellent  and  appropriate  discourse,  from  the  4th  ohapter 
of  Leviticus,  8th  verse.  The  hour  of  dining  arrived,  the  steward 
placed  the  reeking  joint  on  the  table,  and  all  the  pleasure 'of  a 
gratified  appetite  by  anticipation,  was  visible  on  the  countenance 
of  every  associate  of  the  cabin.  The  instrument  was  already 
sharpened,  by  which  the  first  incision  was  to  be  made  into  the 
joint,  and  a  free  vent  give  to  the  savory  juices  which  had  been 
for  the  long  period  of  nine  months  imprisoned  within  it,  when 
lo !  an  extraordinary  exclamation,  rather  analagous  to  the  ISth 
curse  of  Ernulphus,  burst  from  the  lips  of  the  carver,  for  the 
discovery  burst  upon  him,  that  instead  of  the  buttock  ae  had 
been  determined  upon,  the  villainous  Esquimaux  had  imposed 
upon  him  with  the  entrails  of  the  animal,  which  had  been  dex- 
terously squeezed  and  rolled  into  a  globular  form,  very  much 
resembling  the  buttocks,  which  are  daily  to  be  seen  in  the  win- 
dows of  the  cook-shops  of  the  metropolis.  There  were  st>me 
on  whose  countenance  the  indications  of  the  suppressed  laugh 
were  visible,  whilst  on  others  appeared  the  dark  and  gloomy 
frown  of  anger  and  disappointment— never  did  the  latter  during 
iheir  arctic  residence  anticipate  a  more  sumptuous  feast«  and 
never  were  they  more  grievously  disappointed.  Quicker  than  the 
Joint  -  was  brought,  was  thb  paunch  of  the  animal  taken  aWay, 
the  laugh  went  round  the  ship  at  the  expence  of  the  individual, 
who  had  given  to  the  value  of  fourteen  pence  for  a  dkmer  for  liis 
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dogPj  and  h#  bimaelC  to  have  Mjojed  it,  only  by^^antieipaUon 
Vomgeapo^*  dUefol  yengeance^  was  vowed  againit  tbe  rogms,  wb^: 
had  dMtd  to  pmoUfie  so  gross  an  impositiooy  but  it  was  subso^ 
<y»nily  asoMlaiiied  that  tbeir  &ult  consisted  ia  attaching  a  sa<% 
pasionty  to  a  pactieidar  part  of  the  animal*  which  t^  Europeans 
wfi^ve  not  able  ptoperly  to  appreciate.  We  believe  that,  one  o€ 
tbe  best  V>iiQh-at(mea  wherewith  to  try  the  temper  of  a  man^ne^ct 
to  tbat.of  .having  a  termagant  for  a  wife,  is  to  disappoiAt  him 
oC  a  dinner,  the  enjoyment  of  which  he  ba^  been  anticipating- 
for  some  previous  days,  and  especially  if  on  the  morning. of  Ihci 
expelled  pleasure  he  has  stinted  himself  at  breakfast  of  an  extra 
0^1  or  an  additional  slice  of  ham  or  beef.  Woe  to  the  breecb^ 
olibO' school  boy,  which  under  such  circumstances  is  exposed  to 
the  flagillating  wrath  of  the  dinnerless  domine,  the  rod  descends 
with  tenfold  accumulated  force,  and  double  -are  tbe  number  of 
stripes  that  are  inflicted.  Woe  to  the  place  hunter,  who  under 
sooh  ciieomstances  presents  himself  before  his  patron  ;  for  the 
chances  are  then  ten  to  one  in  his  fiivour,  but  he  receives  a  fund«r 
amental  salutation  instead  of  the  office  for  which  he  is  soliciting^ 
and  lastly,  woe  to  the  crew  of  a  ship,  whose  commander  baa 
been  for  some  days  anticipating  the  exquisite  gratification  of  a 
juiey  slioe  from  a  buttock  of  musk  ox  beef,  and  suddenly  discovers 
in  the  moment  of  the  long  expected  fruition,  that  he  has  been 
most  scandalously  and  villainously  duped,  and  that  be  has  bar-< 
tared  away  his  vahiables  for  a  nauseous  mass  of  tripe,  guts  and 
pamch*  On  such  occaaions  the  sailor  boy  is  sent  to  the  mas^ 
bead,  and  the  crew  to  build  monuments  of  snow ;  the  scholars 
receive  double  lessons,  and  himself  a  double  portion  of  Booth  V  bes^ 
cordial  gin.  Still  however  the  balance  was  not  so  much  against 
Capt.  Ross,  as  the  mischievous  wags  of  the  Victory  were  inclined 
to  promulgate ;  it  is  true  he  had  given  to  the  value  of  one  shiU 
Ung  and  two  pence  for  an  article,  which  had  given  his  subordi^ 
Datas  a  great  deal  of  trouble,  and  had  excited  in  his  own  breast 
certain  pleasurable  emotions,  which  were  never  doomed  to  be 
realixed.;  but  then,  wlien  the  other  lump  of  beef  was  culina-^ 
riJy  and  anatomically  surveyed,  it  was  ascertained  without  the 
pOiFibiUty  of  doubt  to  have  once  belonged  to  tfa^  fore  quarter. 
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Of  the  animal,  and  although  a  serere  disappointineiit  had 
tainly  occnrred  in  the  firat  instanoe,  it  waa  deeided«  tlMit  alitor 
the  joint  Iwd  undergone  the  necettary  prooeaa  of  liekig  UiawiiJ^ 
it  would  amply  l^munemte  the  asdoeiates  of  the  •<^aWtt•  fer*4»^ 
giMs  imposrition  that  had  been  so  flagrantly  ptuctie|»d  Qpdii  tlielMt 
by  the^  marchandes  de  viandes  of  the  Esquimaui^  naiioil/  in  dia« 
posing  of  the  intestines  as  an  edible  part  of  the  animal. 

it  was  perhaps  well  for  the  Esquimaux^  that  none-  of  them 
visited  the  ship  on  the  day  when  this  lamentable  disappointment 
took  place,  or  the  treatment  received  by  them  would  have  been 
mich.  as  perhaps  to  deter  them  from  ever  vistting-  it  again. 
On  the  following  day  the  angry  ebullition  of  the  captaih  had  sub- 
iided,  and  when  the  Esquimaux  made  their  appearance  bringing 
with  them  two  beautiful  dogs,  they  were  received  according  to 
the  usual  custom  adopted  on  such  occasions,  which  was  somewhat 
similar  to  the  haughty  nabob  giving  an  audience  to  his  depend- 
ent  satraps.  A  person,  i^ha  buys  an  ass  at  Smithfield,  generaliy 
repents  that  he  has  bought  him  at  all,  for  although  the  purchase 
may  be  a  work  of  very  easy  execution,  the  getting  home  of  the 
animal  partakes  very  often  of  the  opposite  character.  The  dogs 
which  the  Esquimaux  had  brought,  were,  fine,  full  grown,  stately 
looking  animals,  portending  by  their  exterior  appearance,  that 
they  were  physically  able  to  drag  the  capiain  of  the  Victory  to 
inspect  the  monuments  of  snow,  which  his  crew  had  erected  in 
divers  parts  of  the  country,  or  to  convey  his  person  on  any  other 
excursion,  which  the  peculiar  nature  of  the  service  on  which  he 
was  employed  might  require.  The  price  demanded  for  the  dogs 
was  high,  but  then  who  would  like  to  be  drawn  along  in  a 
hackney  coach,  l)y  two  half  starved,  decrepid  .  animals,  first- 
cousins  to  Rosinante,  and  with  vrhom  flesh  and  bone  appear  to 
have  entered  into  a  decfd  of  separation  for  ever :  vrhen  they  could 
be  hurried  along  by  the  pampered  steeds  of  royalty,  or  the  noble 
generous  animals,  which  make  the  pavements  of  the  metrbpotis 
tremble  with  their  prancing^  and  their  curvettings.  It  appears' 
however,  that  it  is  not  the  degr^  of  latitude  or  of  longitude 
in  which  a  man  may  find  himself,  that  alters  the  nature  of  his 
eharacter,  ho  is  the  same  whether  shiveiKng  beneatfi  an  aretkfc 
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iff,  OP  IHnniiiig^  uniier  a  tropical  sun ;  Capt.  Ross  felt  a  pride  in 

bsiog  the  fossessor  of  two  of  the  finest  dogs  which  had  yet 

6tett'Siiii'iil  tile  wahtry /and  after  many  offers,  refusals,  compro- 

aiM^  and  deAietioBS,  the  animals  were  transferred  to  him  as  his' 

insltomMe.  anA  undisputed  property  t  the  person  who  boys  a  dog, 

boys  flAio  wWhIiini  tlM  certainty,  thai  he  has  by  nature  given  to' 

him  an  appetiler  "whieh  ranst  be  satkAedi  and  it  is  similarly^^. 

§1100(64  wHb  those,  who  buy  a  horse  oir  an  ass ;  but  the  niext 

gfcsl  important  question  to  be  deoidM,  is,  whether  ihe  animal 

csn  properly  perform  tiie  duty  for  which  he  was  purchased.    The* 

man  who  buys  a  draught  horse,  expects  that  he  will  answer  < 

is  Ibe  ehataieler  that  is  giten  of  him,  and  the  man  who  buys  a 

roadster,  free  of  all  'Ticis;  does  not  expect  to  be  thrown  over  its 

head  by  teii  kicking  or  ^^hingiag,  the  first  time  that  he  mounts, 

it:.    ConetaMttfly  with  this  principle,  Capt.  Ross  fiilly  expected 

that  his  two  iagn  would  shew  themselres  off  to  the  best  advan<» 

tage  in  dieir  harness,  but  to  his  great  mortification,  he  found  that 

to  piit  a  dog  tato  harness  and  to  make  him  draw,  are  actions  so 

Hientially  oppoaile  in  their  natuce,  that  it  by  no  meaiis  follows 

that  one  moat  be  the  Msult  of  ihe  other.     It  may  also  happen,  as 

was  the  onee  in  the  present  inbtance,  that  if  one  of  the  dogs 

Were  disposed  to  draw  oae  way,  the  other'  dog  shewed  a  strong. 

nidinatioa  ti^draw  the  oppoaite  one,  thus  the  power  on  each  side 

was  so  jtiitiy  balaoced-,  that  Capt.  Ross  instead  of  progressing 

wasaotoaHy  stationary,  during  whidi  time  he  might  enter  with 

himself  iMo  a  dispassionate  disquisition  oh  the  difference  between^ 

absolute  and  relative  motion.    Oo  a  sudden  however,  the  dogs 

toek  into  Uisir  heads  to  be  of  one  a^»ord,  but  instead  of  moving 

iuadifvei,  stndgbtbtwafd  line,  nit  was  the  desire  of  Capt.. 

Ross  that  they  should  do,  with  the  exception  now  and  then  of 

AMking*  a  lUtle  detour  to  avoid  a  hhnimock  of  ice,  they  moved 

in  aeiieidkr  direotion  by  which  the  sledge  appeared  as  if  it  were 

plaead  on  a  pivot,  and  Capt.  Rsas  within  it,  resembling  a  huge 

tetotiiai  tsrtrled  round  and  round,  with  the  danger  of  the  centri* 

iugid  fistoe  being  so  great  as  to  throw  him  out  in  a  tangent,  mea<f 

suring'  trie  kogth  on  a  hillock  of  snow,  like  Falstaff  when  bun« 

died  o«t  of  the  bneking  basket  iftto  the  Thamea 
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A  man  may  Toadily  and  easily  coDsole  hioiself  uodfer  one  mi«« 
fortune,  but,  when  as  Young  s^ys,  tbey  come  io  ba4tali«>D«.  fet 
lowing  each  other  in  as  rapid  succession  as  the  ezplosloiis  oC  a 
cracker,  it  requires  a  greater  portion  df  stoictsm  and  philosophy 
to  bear  up  against  such  an  accumulation  of  ills  Uian  geattial^ 
falls  to  the  lot  of  a  homah  being.     The  misfortuiie  which  Capi. 
Ross  bad  undergone  respecting  the  buttodc'of  beef,  was  scarcely 
overcome,  and  his  mind  had  by  degrees  assumed  its  wonted 
serenity,  when  the  circumstance  of  the  dogs  again  occurred  to 
rouse  all  the  dormant  passions  of  his  breast,  and  to  make  hioi 
appear  in  the  world,  that  is,  within  the  area  of  the  ninety -second 
degree  of  west  longitude,  as  a  being  selected  by  the  fates  lo  be 
made  tl>e  butt  of  all  the  cheating  propensities  c^  the  Esquimaux 
people.    That  man  is,  however,  greatly  to  be  prized,  who  comes 
to  us  with  his  aid  or  consolation  in  the  hour  of  our  affliction^ 
and  Capt.  Ross  found  a  friend  in  the  steward,  who  undertook 
the  difficult  task  of  breaking  in  the  dogs,  and  before  a  few  weeks 
bad  elapsed,  he  had  the  satis&ction  of  finding  hinseelf  dfawn 
in  his  sledge  hy  the  crack  animals  of  the  country. 

On  Sunday  the  14th>  the  Esquimaux,  who  b«d  their  huts  to 
the  northward  visited  the  ship,  bringing  with  them  two  seals 
and  some  seal  skins ;  they  were  given  to  understand,  that  as  frr 
as  the  latter  articles  were  concerned,  no  objection  exieted  to 
purchase  any  number  which  they  could  bring,  but  that  tha  hole 
in  which  the  seal's  flesh  wiets  kept  for  the  dogs  was  completaly 
full,  and  no  more  could  be  stowed  away.  They  were  invited 
to  dine  on  board,  and  an  excellent  repast  they  made  of  the 
hinder  part  of  a  seal,  which  was  baked  expressly  for  tbeai, 
although  one  of  the  party  preferred  eating  a  few  alioea  in  a 
raw  state. 

This  was  the  day  appointed  for  the  regale  of  the  fore-quarter 
of  the  musk  ox  beef,  which  having  undergone  the  proceso  oi 
thawing,  was  placed  in  the  oven  with  the  seal's  flesh,  there  to 
be  brought  in  to  a  proper  state  to  be  placed  on  the  dinner  tabieef 
the  cabin,  for  the  gratification  of  the  palates  of  tboee  who  weie 
entitled  to  the  entree.  Conceit  has  a  greiat  deal  to  do  in  the 
I  flairs  of  this  world,  and  it  is  very  often  governed  by  particular 
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aHociatioBS  wkich  operate  cm  the  miad  id  proportion  to  its 
stiHigth  or  wealpEieflfli  from  which  oftea  result  those  stubborn 
pRJudiees  to  which  every  man  is  more  or  less  a  slave^  and  by 
wbioh  thacharaeter  of  thebudivkkial  is  essentially  distinguished. 
By  f  irtue  of  this  iwinoiple,  k  was  not  to  be  wondered  at,  that 
some  of  the  associates  of  the  cabin  had  iiahibed  certain  prejudices 
against  the  musk  ox  bee^  which  leodared  it  a  matter  of  indifference 
to  them  whether  it  were  burnt  to  a  cinder  in  theovett,  or  given 
U  the  Esquimaux  by  mislake  for  a  haunck  of  seal.  They 
could  not  refrain  associating  the  fose*quarter  with  the  part  that 
bad  been  prerioivdy  sei  before  them,  and  therefore  they  had  in 
their  own  minds  pre-determined  not  to  eat  a  morsel  of  it.  All 
pce-determiuations  are  however  founded  on  fialse  principles,  and 
never  was  a  more  able  oc  beautiful  illustration  of  that  position 
exhibited,  than  in  the  case  of  Yorick  and  the  Monk,  when  the 
former,  before  seeing  the  holy  mendicant,  had  imbibed  so  strong 
a  prejudice  against  him,  that  he  determined  in  his  own  mind, 
'  not  to  give  him  a  single  squs."^ 

The  dinner  hour  arrived,  and  the  bog  expected  joint  appeared 
on  the  taUe  :  it  is  a  habit  peculiar  to  the  human'  character,  to 
ium  to  itself  the  image  of  any  particular  object  or  individual, 
whom  report  has  elevated,  and  the  notion  which  is  then  formed 
has  seldom  or  ever  any  resemblance  to  the  reality.    With  a 
warrior  we  generally  fancy  something  to  be  associated  that  is 
great,  noble,  and  commanding,  but  history  informs  us  that  some 
of  the  greatest  generals,  have  in  their  appearance  been  insignifi- 
cant and  diminutive.     When  we  hear  a  beautiful  woman  spoken 
e(  we  create  in  our  own  minds  a  certain  ideal,  which  on  coming 
to  a  view  of  the  object,  we  find  to  be  decidedly  false.    Some 
of  the  Asiatics  to  the  present  day,  when  they  hear  the  East 
India  Company  spoken  of,  fancy  to  themselves  a  very  old  womany 
and  frequently  inquire  how  old   the  good  lady  may   be;  and 
we  will  venture  to  predict,  that  there  is  not  an  individual  who 
has  formed  to  himself  a  picture  of  the  visage  and  outward  form 
of  Capt.  Ross,  but  will  find,  on  meeting  with  him,  that  his  fancy 
has  created  something  which  has  no  relation  with  the  truth. 
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^Thus  was  it  eempftratitelj  titaated  wHb  the  eccupants  of  tlie 
.cabw  of  the  Victory,  Aej  bad  fmcML^  ttait  ufae^  fora^quarter  of 
the.  musk  ox.  would  have  aoma  raaemblaiKse  le  the  same  jDim, 
as.  it  ai4)Mrs  fr<08&  a  eonmoii  4ic  wbttn  diaseeied-  by  an  Eii^isu 
'botcb^r^  gitiitlj  however,  did  thajr  Cad*  thai  tbeir  Ikney  had 
^heeQ  ruDBing  rioi,  for o&  the  appearaaoo  of  the  joivti  it  feaaittbled 
A  hogct  olo^,  as  devoid  of  amy  fixod .riiape  or  fown,  as  the  world 
.i^elf  ia  representidd  to  bare  been.wfailst  in  a  state  of  ehaos.  It 
is  the  eayiable  fato  of  man,  to  have  two  of  hie  sonsea  gcsieraliy 
i^atisfi^  at  tbe  same. time,  aameiy^  his  amoU  and  bia  taste,  and 
jileasing  was  Uie  eAovium  wbkh  te^led^the  oUaetery  nerres  of 
Capt,  Ross,  as  be  seated  biaaself,  tn  antieipation  of  the^f  ratifiea- 
tion  of  the  other  sense  befoie  the  reeking  joint,  with  the  sharp- 
^i^ed  iiiatrttment.  of  earving  in  feadiness,  and  his  eye  intently 
,£xed  upcMA  the  part,  where,  the  first  incision  was  to  be  made.  It 
is  to  be  supposed  that  a  joint  that  has  been  bung  up  in  a  larder, 
or  buried  nnder  the  snow  for  the  period  of  eight  months,  must, 
even  if  the  animal  from  which  it  was  cut  had  been  the  eoinpanioD 
iDf.Noah  in  his  ark,  have  attained  a  sufficient  degree  of  tender- 
,ness,  to  enable  even  a  toothless  octagenarian  io  masticate  it. 
Great  however  waa'the.8tiffpase;-^een  wastbedisappointineiit 
jof  C»pt»  Ross>  when  instead  of  finding  that  the  ftes^b  yielded  to 
liis  trenchant  instrument,  iiefoiind  that  the  impression  which  he 
,ipade,.was  just  as  de^p  as  if  he  bad  be«s^  attempting  to  penetrate 
into  a  block  of  mahogany ;  some  obstaole,. some  bone  must  surely 
Jbe  in  the  way  ;  be  turned  the  joint  'en  the  other  side,  the  same 
hardened  mass  threatened  to  obtnnd  the  edge  of  his  mstrament, 
when  it  was  facetSoosly  remarked  by  one  of  the  company,  that 
the  better  way  would  he  to  call  in  the  carpenter  with  his  hatchet, 
pr  his  saw.  Again  the  captain  tried  aQother  part ;  berea  sitght 
incisioe  was  effected,  and  hopes  were  enterhiined,  that  as  a 
broach  had  been  aocomplished,  the  interior  of  the  eitadel  woald 
-  §oon  be  gained.  Capt.  Ross  remembered  ^e  round  hand  copy. 
of  which  respectful  mention  has  been  already  made,  and  by  dint 
of  hard  cutting,  carving,  and  delving,  with  a  spirit  of  pereerer- 
aiice  becoming  so  good  a  cause,  he  succeeded  in  amputsliBg  • 
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few  filicec,  wbea  H  was  discovered  that  the  exterior  of  the  joint, 
fron  its  loDg  exposure  to  the  ioflaeiice  ot  the  frost,  had  assumed 
m  positive  degree  of  ossificatioB,  which  the  commoD  process  of 
tbawiog  had  been  unable  ta  moHifff^  and  which  as  an  enerasta** 
tion  had  pfeveBted  the  water  from  peoetratingfulty  to  the  intefior. 
The  flesh  was  however  uacoaHuonly  swe^t,  the  frowns  of  cha-/ 
grin  graduallj  dasapp4afed,  and  tjbe  renmnder  of  the  day  was 
spent  in  joviality*  Thus,  as  ia  the  general  afiSurs  of  humaa 
beings,  if  the  individual  wHl  hot  call  a  little  philosophy  to  bis 
aid,  and  look  upon  the  evils  and  dis^ipoiutments  of  this^  life, 
as  merely  00  many  elmids,  wMch  wiU  quickly  pass  away,  to  be 
sncoeeded  by  a  bright  and  splendid  stmshinei  an  energy  of 
character  would  be  giadnally  acqnired,  wlueh  would  not  allow 
him  to  be  diverted  from  bis  purpose,  by  any  temporary  obstacles 
which  night  present  thenuelves^  but  which  en  the  contrary^ 
would  act  as  a  stinahis  to  him  to  continue  his  exertieDS  until  his 
ttttimate  aim  was  accomplished. 

.  The  speculation  of  monument-building  was  carried,  on  with 
gpreat  activity  on  the  ISth ;  the  crew  firiit  commencing  their 
operations  to  the  northward,  and  then  directly  in  the  opposite 
quarter,  in  verification,  we  suppose,  of  the  old  English  adage* 
ivf,  why  should  not  one  fool  look  at  another.  It  was  a  task  at 
once  omeroas  and  unpleasant  to  the  men,  for  they  cduikl  not 
discern  an  iota  of  utility  in  piKng  lumps  of  snow  upon  eadi 
other,  and  having  formed  a  rude  unsfaapen  mass,  to  have  it 
designated  by  the  sounding  name  of  a  roonumeut«  As  a  matter 
of  exercise  it  was  perhaps  allowable,  but  the  question  was, 
whether  other  objects  could  not  have  been  found,  which  would 
have  given  an  equal  degree  of  wholesome  exercise  to  thei  crew;, 
and  to  vrhich  some  advantage  or  utility  might  have  been  attached^ 
without  subjecting  them  to  the  inclemency  of  the  weather,  and 
to  the  accomplishment  of  a  task  to  which  their  physical  powers 
were  scarcely  competent.  It  was  a  principle  of  action  of  Frederic 
the  Great,  and  of  Napoleon  the  Great,  for  great  he  will  be 
although  he  died  as  a  prisoner  on  a  barren  rock,  even  when  the 
names  of  those,  who  have  since  his  time  strutted  their  brief  hour 
ttpon  thb  stage  of  this  world,  considering  themselves  also  to  be 
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great  and  potent  meni  hare  been  swept  away  from  the  remem- 
brance of  man ;  U  was  the  acting  principle  of  those  two  great,  but 
in  many  respects  opposite  characters,  to  husband  the  force  and 
power  of  those  under  them  to  tTte  utmost  extent  of  their  abiKty, 
justly  considering  that  if  they  abused  them  when  not  wanted, 
they  wotttd  not  have  them  at  their  command  when  they  cKd ; 
there  are  however  some  men  too  conceited  and  opkiiative  to  fuK 
low  the  course  prescribed  by  others,  even  though  wi^dofn  were 
the  dictator,  and  experience  the  guide.  We  know  that  the 
murmurs  of  the  crew  of  the  Victory  were  deep  aud  incessant, 
respecting  the  labor  to  which  they  were  put  in  the-  building  of 
the  snow  monuments,  at  the  same  time  that  if  leare  were  asked 
by  them  to  reereate  themselves  by  a  walk  on  land,  it  was 
generally  refased,  so  little  did  Capt.  Ross  appear  in  some  in- 
stances to  attend  to  the  comfort  of  his  crew,  under  the  severe 
privations  and  sufferings  to  which  they  were  constantly  exposed 
A  more  striking  proof  of  the  truth  of  this  assertion  cannot  be 
adduced,  than  in  two  instances  which  occurred  about  this  time, 
in  regard  to  the  traffic  which  was  carried  on  with  the  E2squimaux. 
It  was  observed  by  some  of  these  people,  that  the  crew  were 
much  in  want  of  mittens,  and  the  chief  merchandise  whick  they 
brought  to  the  ship  consisted  of  that  article  and  slippers,  but 
although  the  hands  of  the  crew  were  hourly  in  danger  of  being 
fipost-bitten,  still  Capt.  Ross  issued  his  orders  that  neither  of  the 
above  articles  should  be  purchased  of  the  natives,  the  consequence 
<if  which  was,  that  a  system  of  smuggling  was  established 
between  the  natives  and  the  sailors,  by  which  they  were  enabled 
to  provide  themselves  with  those  necessaries,  which  were  actually 
requisite  for  their  protection  against  the  severity  of  th«  '^limate 
A  similar  instance  of  inattention  and  indifference  to  the  comfort 
of  hi^  crew,  was  practised  on  the  occasion  of  Capt.  Ross  issuing 
his  orders,  that  none  of  the  crew  should  be  allowed  to  purchase 
any  of  the  seals,  which  the  natives  were  almost  in  the  daily 
habit  of  bringing  to  the  ship  for  sale,  or  barter;  at  the  same 
time  that  several  of  the  crew  had  not  a  cap  to  their  head.  It 
was  therefore  their  anxious  desire  to  obtain  a  seal,  wherewith  to 
employ  the  skin  in  the  makiug  of  their  caps,  but  so  great  was 
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the  aTidiiy  of  Capi.  Ross  to  obtain  possession  of  all  the  seal^s 
skins  that  were  offered,  that  he  appeared  to  divest  himself  of 
the  common  feeliDgs  of  humanity  towards  his  crew,  and  to 
see  and  know  them  actually  in  want  of  the  very  articles  which 
be  was  hoarding  up ;  monopolizing  to  himself  the  whole  of  the 
trade,  and  accempanied  with  the  strictest  prohibition  against 
any  of  the  crew  purchasing  a  single  skin  of  a  seal.  It  was 
circumstances  like  these  which  alienated  the  affections  of  his 
crew  from  him ;  they  saw  in  him  their  commander  whom  they 
were  bound  to  obey,  but  they  could  not  look  upon  him  as  their 
friend. 

The  dispositions  of  a  man  appointed  to  the  command  of  an 
expedition  of  so  extraordinary  a  nature  as  the  discovery  of  the 
North  West  Passage,  should  be  kind,  conciliating  and  humane ; 
he  is  himself  in  many  respects  but  a  passive  individual,  his 
whole  safety  and  success  depending  on  the  physical  power  of 
those  under  his  command,  as  well  as  on  the  confidence  which 
he  has  been  able  to  instil  into  the  minds  of  his  men,  respecting  his 
general  character  as  a  mariner,  a  man  and  a  christian.  Amongst 
the  crew  of  the  Victory,  there  was  nothing  of  that  enthusiastic 
attachment  of  the  sailor  to  his  commander — of  that  ardent  de« 
votedness  to  his  interests,  and  of  that  voluntary  sacrifice  of  all 
personal  advantages,  which  have  been  so  much  the  theme  of 
praise  during  many  of  the  voyages  which  have  been  undertaken 
for  the  purposes  of  discovery,  and  the  success  of  which  has  been 
attributed  in  a  great  degree  to  the  unanimity  and  social  feel- 
ings that  have  existed  between  the  commander  and  the  com- 
manded. The  conduct  of  Capt.  Ross  towards  his  men  was  sub- 
versive even  of  that  common  esteem,  which  the  seaman  oogbt 
to  feel  for  his  superior  officer,  and  in  the  sequel  of  this  work,  we 
shall  have  to  record  many  instances  in  which  the  feeling  which 
the  men  entertained  towards  their  commander,  broke  out  into  lit- 
tle short  of  direct  mutiny.  Capt.  Ross  himself  allows  before  the 
committee  of  the  House  of  Commons,  that  he  had  at  one  time 
great  difficulty  in  preserving  discipline  amongst  his  men ;  the 
reason  of  which  was,  that  from  his  selfish  mode  of  action,  he  had 
weaned  the  affections  of  the  men  from  him,  for  it  is  not  a  general 
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trait  in  the  character  of  an  English  sailor,  to  desert  his  eo»* 
mander  in  the  hour  of  peril  or  distress,  and  instanoes  are  by  no  * 
means  rare  in  ivhieh  he  has  clung  to  him  whilst  the  ship  hits 
been  gradnaUy  sinking',  and  noblj  eiiacii^  with  him  the  death  of 
the  brave.  By  the  conduct  of  Capt.  Ross  a  feeling  of  dkithiirt 
was  generated  between  him  and  the  men,  which  if  the  ef^porkm** 
ity  had  presented  Hsetf,  might  have  broken  out  into  the  ihoet 
alarming  conseqnences ;  there  was  not  one  of  his  prohibitions 
that  was  not  hourly  and  daily  infringed  ;  they  were  founded  on 
injustice  an4  inhumanity,  and  the  men  therefor^  saw  Hot  in  the 
infraction  any  dereliction  of  their  duty.  The  whole  aim  of  the 
men  appeared  to  be,  to  get  to  the  windward  of  their  Captain;  to 
obtain  a  seat  skin  clandestinely  from  the  natives  was  to  them  a 
matter  of  great  triumph,  and  so  heartily  did  the  natives  appear 
to  enter  into  the  plans  of  the  sailors,  that  they  would  frequently 
hide  their  articles  of  traffic  behind  a  hummock  of  ice,  until  the 
opportunity  presented  itself  of  smuggling  them  on  board,  which 
generally  took  place  when  Capt.  Ross  was  in  his  cabin  at  his 
meals,  or  whilst  he  was  indulging  in  an  afternoon  s  siesta.  A 
striking  instance  of  this  particular  line  of  conduct  on  the  part  of 
the  natives  displayed  itself  on  the  I5th  March,  when  a  youiitr  , 
Esquimaux  brought  a  young  seal  to  the  ship  for  sale.  From 
some  reason  not  known  at  the  time,  Capt.  Roes  refused  to  buy  it, 
and  on  one  of  the  men  offering  to  purchase  it,  who  wasiiterally 
without  a  cap  to  his  head,  he  was  immediately  prohibited  by 
Capt.  Ross,  and  the  Esquimaux  was  ordered  to  take  the  seal 
back  with  him.  This  order  was  apparently  strictly  executed 
by  the  Esq(uimaux,  but  having  reached  some  small  distance  from 
the  ship>  he  stood  still,  and  made  certain  signals  to  the  men  on 
board,  which  on  observing  them  to  be  noticed^  he  laid  the  seal 
down  behind  a  hilloek  of  snow,  and  walked  deliberately  off. 
The  men  on  board  perfectly  understood  the  drift  of  the  actions 
of  the  Esquimaux,  and  they  took  the  first  opportunity  of  fetching 
away  the  seal,  leaving  the  question  of  remuneration  to  be  de- 
cided between  them  and  the  Esquimaux  at  their  next  meeting. 
It  was  in  this  manner  that  the  system  of  diamond  cut  diamond, 
was  acted  upon  between  the  cfommandor  of  the  Victory  and  bis 
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tMn,  each  trying  to  over-reach  the  other,  and  secretly  triumph* 
ing  over  one  another  in  proportion  to  the  success  that  was  sup- 
posed to  be  obtained. 

On  the  I6th  two  parties  of  ESsquimaux  came  to  the  ship,  one 
from  th&  station  at  the  north  east,  and  the  other  from  that  at 
the  south  east.  The  latter  brought  a  seal,  which  Capt.  Ross 
purchased,  and  afterwards  he  took  a  fancy  to  their  sledge,  as  well 
as  to  some  other  articles,  which  they  had  brought  with  them.  In 
one  corner  of  the  cabin  lay  an  old  implement,  which  had  once 
been  a  file,  but  now  rendered  nearly  useless,  and  wholly  de« 
prived  of  its  rasping  power,  by  having  been  so  frequently 
called  into  action  in  the  repairs  of  the  steam  engine.  Accord^ 
ing  to  the  opinion  of  the  sailors,  there  was  generally  more  than 
one  Oldjlle  in  the  cabin,  and  both  of  them  pretty  nearly  worn 
out;  however  it  was  the  determination  of  Capt.  Ross  to  get  rid 
of  one  of  them,  although  the  sailors  had  no  great  prospect  of 
getting  rid  of  the  other.  Taking  therefore  the  worn-out  im« 
plement  in  his  hand,  he  displayed  it  before  the  owners  of  the 
aledge,  who  not  being  able  to  appreciate  the  difference  between 
a  file  that  has  teeth  and  a  file  that  has  none,  and  which,  like 
those  of  a  sexagenarian  dowager  cannot  be  easily  replaced, 
except  by  artificial  means,  considered  that  the  exchange  would 
be  greatly  in  their  favor,  seeing  that  it  was  a  matter  of  no 
great  difficulty  to  construct  another  sledge,  but  as  to  the  making 
of  a  file,  it  was  totally  out  of  the  question,  and  were  they  to 
allow  the  present  opportunity  to  slip,  they  might  be  without  a 
file  for  the  remainder  of  their  life.  The  bargain  was  therefore 
soon  struck,  the  file  and  the  sledge  exchanged  owners,  the  one 
obtained  a  useful  article,  the  other  a  useless  one^  and  yet  both 
were  satisfied, 

**  Bucb^  and  ao  various  are  the  tnins  of  life.** 

The  fancy  for  monument-building  having  subsided,  the  men 
were  put  to  a  more  useful  occupation  of  obtaining  oil  from  the 
■eals  that  were  brought  by  the  natives,  and  more  than  a  suffi- 

15.  ^x 
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ciency  was  procured  for  all  the  ptirposes^jof  ihe  Bhip.  VniXl  tb# 
arrival  of  the  Victory,  the  Esquimaux  had  a  very  (aint  notion  of 
the  method  of  extracting  oil  from  the  blubber  of  the  seaU  and 
v^alruBses,  as  it  was  generally  used  in  its  raw  state  without  hav* 
ing  tmdergone  any  process  whatever ;  their  lamp  or  eooldng' 
place  being  a  large  hollow  stone,  filled  with  blubber,  in  which 
are  inserted  as  many  wicks  of  moss  as  are  required  for  cooking 
or  giving  light,  but  th6  stench  arising  from  this  burning  of  the 
unctuous  mass,  is  to  an  Eun'tpean  insufferable. 

It  was   a   plan  by  no  means  impolitic  on  the  part  of  Capt, 

Ross  to  attempt  to  obtain  a  youth  of  the  Esquimaux  nation,  who 

might  be  willing  to  be  brought  up  according  to  the  European 

manners,  and  to  leave  a  country  of  comparative  misery  and  de* 

solation,  for  one  of  comfort,  luxury  and  splendour.     The  views 

of  Capt.  Ross  on  this  head  were  entirely  prospective.     In  his 

first  expedition  in  search  of  a  North  West  Passage,  he  reaped, 

considerable  benefit  from    John  Sacheuse,  a  young  Esquimaux, 

who,  instigated  by  an  ardent  desire  to  visit  the  country  of  the 

Europeans,  had  concealed  himself  on  board  the  Thomas  and 

Anne,  Capt.  Newton,  of  Leith ;   and  on  his  arrival  in  Scot- 

Jand,  through  the  disinterested  kindness  of  Mr.  Nasmjrth.  the 

eminent  artist  of  Edinburgh,  he  was  put  under  proper  masters 

for  teaching  him  the  English  language,  and  other  branches  of 

useful  knowledge.     When  it  was  understood  that  an  expedition 

to  the  arctic  regions  was  about  to  sail  under  Capt.  Ross,  it  waa 

communicated  to  the  admiralty  that  the  services  of  Sacheuse 

might  be  advantageously  employed  on  the  occasion,  and  by  in-> 

"structions  sent  to  Mr.  Nasmy th  by  the  admiralty,  he  was  invited 

on  very  liberal  terms  to  accompany  the  expedition.     Sacheuse 

appeared  very  indifferent  about  the  compensation,  but  readily 

agreed  to  go,  only  carefully  stipulating  that  he  was  not  to  be 

left  in  his  own  country.     His  great  unwillingness  to  return  to 

his  native  land,  after  having  tasted  the  comforts  and  blessings 

of  civilized  life,  seoni8  more  easy  to  account  for,  than  his  original 

willingness  to  leave  it.     Ho  sailed  with  Capt.  Ross  on  his  first 

expedition,  to  whose  narrative  we  must  refer  the  reader  for  an 

account  of  the  eminent  services  which  were  rendered  by  Sa* 
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timm,  and  an  his  return  to  England,  be  was  taken  under  the  ' 
special  protection  of  the  adniiralty,  who  agreed  to  defray  the 
ezpeneea  of  his  edueation,  in  order  that  he  might  in  every  way 
be  well  fitted  to  act  ae  an  interpreter  on  the  second  expedition, 
Yhieh  was  then  about  to  be  undertaken  under  the  command  of 
Capt.  Parry )  but  his  death  put  an  end  to  all  these  plans.     With 
the  remembranoe  of  the  great  services,  which  had   been  ren- 
dered by  Sacheuse   in  the  first  expedition,  Capt.  Ross  wished 
to  obtain  a  substitute,  whom  he  could  convey   to  England,  and 
by  imparting  to  him  the  benefits  of  education,  qualify  him  to 
beoome  an  interpreter  to  any  future  expedition,  that  might  be 
projected.     There  is  however  a  great  difierence  between  a  per- 
(ion  voluntarily  expatriating  himself*  as   was  the  case  with  Sa- 
eheuse,  and   a  person  who  is  to  be  induced  by  promises  and 
bribes  to  leave  his  country,  and  to  enter  upon  scenes  unknown^ 
without  any  innate  desire  for  the  acquisition  of  knowledge,  or 
^tural  talent,  to  overcome  the  obstacles  with  which  that  acqui- 
sition is  always  accompanied.     Some  enquiries  had  been  set  on 
foot  by  Capt.  Ross  amongst  the  Esquimaux,  whether  there  was 
a  youth  amongst  them,  who  felt  no  objection  to  be  received  on 
board  tha  ship  as  one  of  its  inmates,  and  to  accompany  them  to 
Europe,  with  the  understanding  that  if  his  residence  there  should 
prove  disagreeable  to  him,  the  earliest  opportunity  should  be 
embraced  of  returning  him  to  his  native  country.     In  this  case 
however,  there  were  many  impressions  and  prejudices  to  over- 
come, which  threatened  to  defeat  the  plan  altogether.     In  the 
first  place,  the  conduct  of  Capt.  Ross  towards  the  natives  had 
been  by  no  means  such  as  to  obtain  their  confidence  or  conciliate 
their  respect  or  esteem;   they  dreaded  him  as  the  slave  does  his 
tyrant,  who  rules  him  with  a  rod   of  iron,  and  who  considers 
himself  entitled  on  the  commissioQ  of  the  slightest  offence,  to 
trample  him  under  his  foot. — To  exchange  hia  natural  liberty.. 
rude  and  savage  as  it  was,  for  a  state  of  comparative  bondage 
and  servitude,  appeared   in  the  eyes  of  the  native  youths,  an 
exchange   so  decidedly  against  them«  that  their  snow-built  hut, 
find  tbeir  meal  of  blubber,  seemed  to  them  of  higher  estimation 
than  all  the  splendid  benefits,  which  the  change  held  out  to  them 
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The  love  of  the  fatherland  with  its  rude  inclement  skies,  its 
perpetual  snows,  its  darkness  and  its  desolation,  was  paramoiinl 
in  their  breasts,  and  although  they  were  told  that  thej  were  to 
be  carried  to  a  land,  where  suns  perpetual  shone,  and  all  the 
luxuries  of  life  awaited  them,  yet  they  could  not  be  brought 
to  leave  the  spot,  where  in  their  in&ncy  they  had  first  learned 
to  twaog  the  bow,  and  quaffed  as  a  delicious  beverage  the  life* 
blood  of  the  seal. 

It  was  however  on  the  16tli  March,  that  the  plans  which  bad 
been  for  some  time  working  in  the  brain  of  Capt.  Ross,  relative, 
to  the  adoption  of  an  Esquimaux  youth,  as  his  future  protegei^ 
were  likely  to  be  carried  into  execution,  for  a  youth  presented, 
himself  before  him,  belonging  to  the  tribe,  who  had  fixed  their 
station  towards  the  north  east,  and  who  soon  gave  Capt.  Ross 
to  understand  that  he  appeared  as  a  candidate  to  be  received  as 
one  of  the  inmates  of  the  Victory,  and  to  supply  the  place  va- 
cant by  the  death  of  Sacheuse.  Lord  Chesterfield  has  said,  (and 
he  has  said  many  wise  and  many  foolish  things,)  that  first  im« 
pressions  are  lasting — Capt.  Ross  took  an  accurate  survey  of  the 
youth,  measuring  him  with  his  eyes  from  head  to  foot — now  in 
the  front  and  then  in  the  rear,  turning  him  round  and  round 
for  that  particular  purpose,  but  he  totally  omitted  one  criterion, 
which  were  the  bumps  on  his  head,  and  which,  if  he  had  pro- 
perly examined,  it  is  most  probable  that  he  would  have  arrived 
at  a  decision  directly  opposite  from  that  which  he  did  come  to. 
In  the  physiognomy  of  the  youth,  there  was  something  by  no 
means  disagreeable,  on  the  contrary  for  an  Esquimaux,  it  was 
rather  prepossessing :  the  examinator  could  not  indeed  discover 
any  traces  of  the  existence  of  that  fire  of  genius,  which  sparkles  in 
the  eyes  of  some  of  England's  sons,  but  he  argued  with  himself 
that  it  might  probably  be  there,  although  he  could  not  imme- 
diately discover  it;  at  all  events,  that  it  was  very  possible,, 
that  an  Esquimaux  had  a  different  way  of  shewing  his  genms, 
than  a  native  of  the  modern  Athens  or  of  London.  Pooundyook, 
(the  name  of  the  youth,)  being  the  only  candidate  to  represent 
the  Esquimaux  nation  in  the  parliament  of  the  Victory,  the 
ceremony  of  demanding  a  poll  w  as  dispensed  with,  although  he 
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was  110  sooner  received  as  a  member  than  he  was  chai^ed^  for 
on  being  ushered  into  the  sailor's  berth,  he  was  placed  m  a 
chair,  preparatory  to  being  divested  of  many  disagree^las  that 
had  attached  themselves  to  his  personal  character^  and  perhaps 
were  this  plan  to  be  adopted  with  some  of  the  members  that  are 
received  into  another  parliament,  situate  iu  a  different  degree  of 
longitude  than  Felix  Harbour,  we  opine  that  the  country  would 
be  a  great  deal  the  better  for  the  riddance.  The  operation  of 
purification  being  completed,  PoowtUyook  was  in  the  evening  ia^ 
ducted  into  the  school  of  the  Victory,  and  a  lesson  was  set  before 
him^  by  which  he  was  to  be  initiated  into  all  the  beauties  of  the 
English  language.  In  this  particular,  however,  Pootvutyook 
differed  in  a  very  trifling  degree  from  the  members  of  the  other 
school  or  parliament  formerly  alluded  to,  who  generally  have  a 
lesson  set  before  them,  which  they  are  obliged  to  repeat  accord- 
ing  to  the  dictation  of  their  schoolmaster,  whose  business  it  is  to 
practise  them  in  the  pronunciation  of  the  words  aye  and  no,  as 
being  in  most  cases  the  only  ones  which  they  have  to  utter,  or 
which  their  limited  capacities  are  able  to  comprehend. 

In  regard  to  the  capacity  or  ductility  of  his  scholars,  Capt. 
Ross  certainly  appears  to  have  been  born  under  an  evil  star,  for 
although  the  first  letters  of  the  alphabet  were  set  before  Poowut- 
yook,  not  a  sound  could  be  obtained  from  him  which  bad  any 
resemblance  to  that  which  the  letters  are  known  to  possess, 
the  A  having  a  sound  somewhat  similar  to  the  grunt  of  a  pig, 
amd  a  B  to  the  scream  of  the  parrot.  Nevertheless  the  hope 
existed  in  the  breast  of  Capt.  Ross,  that  time  would  bestow  a 
proper  degree  of  flexibility  upon  the  organs  of  Poowuiyook,  and 
that  his  ears  might  ultimately  catch  the  sounds  of  the  letters,  so 
.as  to  enable  him  to  speak  the  English  language  with  fluency. 

As  a  member  of  the  crew  of  the  Vk  tory,  Poowutyook  bad  free 
access  to  all  parts  of  the  ship,  but  there  was  one  particular  place 
for  which  he  exhibited  a  special  predilection,  and  that  was  the 
berth  of  the  steward,  as  it  appeared  to  him  to  be  the  place,  where 
the  eatables  seemed  to  be  in  the  greatest  abundance.  Many  a 
longing  eye  he  cast  upon  the  different  viands  as  ihvy  were  ranged 
on  the  shelves  before  him,  or  were  pendent  from  the  hooks  iu  ihe 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


34*Z  LAST  voyage:  6r  CAPT.  R0B9« 

Toof>  and  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  the  appetite  of  Poowtd'* 
yook  was  set  in  active  motion,  and  that  he  should  fix  upon  cer- 
tain articles,  by  which  that  appetite  could  be  satiated.  It  was 
perhaps  the  opinion  o(  Poowuty^ook  that  a  kind  of  commonalty 
existed  on  board  the  Victory^  similar  to  that  in  which  he  had 
been  brought  up  amongst  his  own  relatives,  and  that  never 
having  been  accustomed  to  a  stated  time  of  eating,  he  was  \u 
obedience  to  the  calls  of  nature,  privileged  to  satisfy  those  calK 
whenever  an  opportunity  presented  itself,  or  an  object  could  be 
be  found  at  which  his  appetite  did  not  revolt.  On  the  day  pre-s 
ceding  the  introduction  of  Poowulyook  to  his  new  situation,  a 
fine  hare  had  been  dressed  for  the  table  of  the  cabin,  a  moiety 
of  which  was  reserved  to  be  jugged  for  the  special  eating  o( 
Capt.  Ross  Unfortunately  the  head  of  the  hare  projecting  over 
the  side  of  the  dish,  caught  the  roving  eye  of  Poowuiyooky  and 
the  steward  being  called  away  to  attend  upon  the  gentlemen  in 
the  cabin,  he  obtained  possession  of  the  dainty  subject  and 
stowed  it  away  in  his  trowsers*;  the  remains  of  a  grouse  shared 
the  same  fate,  and  Poowulyook  continued  to  fill  his  magazine 
of  provender,  as  long  as  an  article  remained  that  was  within 
his  reach,  or  the  capacity  of  his  trowsers  would  hold.  The 
next  object  was  to  find  a  convenient  place  where  he  could 
recreate  himself  with  the  good  things  which  he  had  in  store, 
and  as  he,  like  other  persons  of  note,  did  not  wish  to  be  dis- 
turbed in  the  enjoyment  of  his  meal,  the  more  retired  and 
secluded  the  place,  the  more  could  he   enjoy  himself  over  the  ' 

dainties,  which  had  so  fortunately  come  into  his  possession.    In  I 

one  corner  of  the  steward  s  berth  was  a  large  tub  which  bad  | 

been  once  full  of  flour,  but  now  appeared  divested  of  about 
three-fourths  of  its  contents.  Poowulyook  looked  into  the  tub, 
and   saw  something  very  much  resembling  snow,  a  substance  j 

which  had  been  his  dining  table  from  his  earliest  years,  and  I 

therefore  the  happy  thought  came  over  him,  that  a  more  appro- 
priate place  could  not  be  found,  in  which  he  could  transfer  the 
contents  of  his  trowsers  into  the  interior  of  his  body.  With 
some  difficulty  he  succeeded  in  obtaining  a  settlement  in  the 
tub,  although  he  found  the  substance  into  which  he  plunged  to 
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be  verj  difEer^At  from  snow,  as  it  threatened  to  suffocate  him 
by  a  dense  cloud  of  whitish  dust,  which  appeared  to  envelop 
iLe  whole  of  his  ii)rni,  whilst  at  the  same  time  the  substance 
itaelf  was  of  that  soft  yielding  nature,  that  when  placing  himself 
in  a  sitting  posture,  it  completely  covered  the  lower  part  of  hit 
body.  Nevertheless  Poowuiyook  found  himself  very  comfortable, 
and  the  contents  of  his  trowsers  disappeared  one  by  one;  he  had 
just  drawn  from  his  magazine  the  ill-fated  moiety  of  the  hare 
which  according  to  every  mathematical  rule,  as  it  was  put  in 
the  first,  must  necessarily  come  out  the  last,  when  on  a  sudden 
ft  most  alarming  noise  struck  his  ears,  arising  from  the  vociferous 
exclamations  of  the  steward,  who,  on  returning  to  his  berth, 
discovered  the  inroad  which  had  been  made  upon  his  stores,  and 
uttered  the  most  direful  imprecations  on  the  head  of  the  auda-* 
cious  thief,  Poowuiyook  still  continued  to  abstract  the  meat 
from  the  occipultal  bones  of  the  hare,  for  he  had  an  equal  compre* 
hension  of  the  meaning  of  the  steward's  exclamations  as  of  the 
Tetagrammaton  of  the  Jewish  Cabala.  Suspicion  as  to  the  real 
thief  however  soon  fell  upon  the  right  person,  and  the  most 
active  search  was  made  for  him — not  one  of  the  crew  had  seen 
anything  of  him,  it  was  certain  that  he  had  not  made  his  appear- 
ance on  deck,  and  therefore  it  was  evident  that  he  had  stowed 
himself  away  in  some  secret  place,  but  where  that  place  was  to 
be  looked  for,  puzzled  the  whole  of  the  crew.  In  the  mean 
time  Capt  Ross  had  been  apprised  of  his  serious  loss ;  the  visions 
of  the  jugged  hare  had  been  floating  for  some  time  before  his 
busy  imagination,  and  now  they  were  suddenly  to  vanish,  and 
not  a  wreck  to  be  left  behind,  except  what  was  to  be  found  in 
the  flour  tub,  which  might  consist  of  certain  bones,  which  Poo-^ 
vmiyook  had  not  found  himself  able  to  masticate. 

Various  and  divers  were  the  places  that  were  visited  in  the 
ship  with  the  expectation  of  finding  out  the  criminal,  but  not 
a  trace  of  him  was  to  be  discovered  ;  when  Capt.  Ross,  preced- 
ing the  steward  and  some  of  the  petty  officers,  entered  the  berth 
of  the  former,  and  casting  their  eyes  towards  the  corner,  where 
the  flour  tub  stood,  beheld  to  their  utter  astonishment,  a  strange 
unaccountable  figure  rising  gradually  from  the  midst  of  it,  I'ke 
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a  ghost  from  a  tomb,  his  shaggy  vestments  so  covered  with  the 
contents  of  the  vessel^  and  his  visage  apparently  so  crusted 
with  the  fkrinaceous  substance,  amalgamating  itself  with  the  oil 
with  which  it  was  besmeared,  that  had  the  minds  of  the  as- 
tonished spectators  been  imbued  with  superstition,  they  would 
have  thought  that  one  of  the  domdaniel  caves  had  been  opened 
by  the  wand  of  a  magician,  and  its  tenant  let  loose,  to  choose 
perhaps  for  his  future  residence  one  of  the  monuments  of  snow, 
which  now  towered  so  nobly  on  the  surrounding  heights.  It 
18  said,  that  there  is  only  one  step  from  the  sublime  to  the 
ridiculous,  and  it  is  equally  certain,  that  there  is  but  one  stage 
from  the  fearful  to  the  ludicrous.  To  say  that  the  hair  of 
Capt*  Ross  stood  erect,  or  that  any  of  his  companions  exhibited 
any  of  the  well  known  signs  of  excessive  fear  and  tribulation 
when  the  hobgoblin  in  the  flour  tub  first  broke  upon  their 
vision,  were  to  falsify  the  records  that  are  before  us^  and  lay  us 
under  the  imputation  of  being  extensive  dealers  in  calumny  and 
detraction.  It  is  however  true  that  as  their  eyes  had  never 
before  beheld  such  an  extraordinary  object,  they  gaxed  upon 
it  with  all  the  intensity  of  the  most  excited  curiosity,  and  it  is 
equally  true,  that  the  object  gazed  upon  tliem,  not  with  the 
slightest  tokens  of  fear,  but  rather  with  a  look  of  satisfaction 
and  contentment.  That  the  object,  which  had  placed  itself 
in  such  an  extraordinary  predicament,  was  no  other  than  the 
newly  elected  representative  of  the  Esquimaux  nation  was  soon 
acknowledged  by  every  one  present — no  doubt  also  existed 
that  he  was  the  individual,  who  liad  appropriated  to  himself 
certain  viands  which  did  not  belong  to  him,  and  it  was  most 
evident  to  all,  that  the  remaining  contents  of  the  tub,  which 
he  had  in  such  an  unaccoimtable  manner  chosen  as  his  refect- 
ory, were  rendered,  as  far,  as  human  sustenance  was  concerned^ 
of  no  further  use  whatever.  It  would  be  contrary  to  the  code 
Napoleon,  or  to  any  code,  with  the  exception  perhaps  of  the 
sanguinary  and  inhuman  one  of  England,  to  punish  an  indi- 
vidual for  the  commission  of  an  act.  in  which  it  is  his  firm 
belief  that  he  has  not  committed  any  moral  wrong,  and  es- 
pecially, when  from    bis    infancy    he  has  lived  in  the  darkest 
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ign^rtnoe  of  the  existence  of  any  law,  which  prohibits  a  human 
beings,  when  he  ishungrjr^  from  satiating  his  appetite  with  the  first 
(bod  that  may  present  itself,  and  even  if  it  were  the  moietj  of  a 
hare,  destined  to  be  jugged  for  the  gratification  of  the  appe^* 
titeofthe  commander  of  the  Victory.    Sacheuse  could  never 
he  made  to   comprehend   the    firinciple   of   human  economy 
which  gives  a  man  the  right  to  call  a  thing  his  own,  which  an 
hour  before  was,  abstractedly  speaking,  the  property  of  every 
<Mie.    The  hare  before  it  was  killed  by  Commander  Ross  was  as 
much  the  property  of  PoovnUyohk  as  of  him  who  had  killed  it 
and  although  he  was  no  learned  civilian  nor  casuistical  lawyer, 
PoQHmiyook  argued  the  matter   profoundly  with  himself,  the 
result  of  which  was,  that  as  the  hare  was  every  manV  property 
before  it  was  killed,  it  was  equally  so  afterwards.    At  all  events 
he  was  fully  persuaded  in  his  own  mind,  that  he  had  only  foU 
lowed  the  laws  of  nature  in  the  satisfaction  of  his  hunger,  and 
therefore  any  idea  of  punishment  was  far  removed  from  his 
thoughts.    It  is  however  wisely  said  that,  a  child  should  be 
brought  up  in  the  way  it  should  go,  and  it  was  also  necessary 
that  Poovndyook  should  be  made  acquainted,  as  soon  as  possible, 
with  the  forms  and  ceremonies  of  civiliied  life,  and  as  am  induct* 
ion  thereto^  it  was  considered  proper  that  his  back  should  be 
visited  by  a  doaea  stripes  from  a  stick,  which  was  generally  the 
assistant  of  Capt.  Ross  in  mounting  the  hummocks  of  ice,  and 
accordingly  the  operation  was  performed,  although  not  exactly 
with  the  brutal  severity,  which  distinguishes  the  flagellation  of  a 
British  soldier.    It  was  however  a  proceeding  which  Poowuiyook 
could  not  possibly  comprehend,  for  it  did  not  form  a  part  of  the 
civilization  of  the  country  in  which  he  had  been  brought  up,  to 
punish  an  individual  ibr  an  act,  to  which,  according  to  his  be 
lie{^  no  moral  wrong  was  attached.    Consistently  with  this  prin 
ciple,  he  could  not  regard  the  act,  which  the  Kabloanas  had  just 
performed  as  an  intention  to  punish  him, — but  then — if  not  that 
what  possibly  could  it  be  ? — ^Was  it  a  custom  f  a  ceremony !  a 
kind  of  masonic  probation  on  his  introduction  amongst  them  ? 
It  is  true  that  he  had  heard  the  word  Tigliktohe  pronounced,  but 
that  was  an  epithet,  which  could  not  possibly  apply  to  him,  or 
15.  2r 
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lie  bad  merely  Uken  an  alloifable  step  to  satisfj  (he  crafingv  eif 
nature,  and  so  far  from  that  being  imputed  to  htm  M  a  erime,  he 
ontT  considered  it  as  a  recommendatory  feature  in  his  ehameter, 
that  he  was  able  tosupplj  his  own  wants,  without  giving  his  friends 
the  slightest  trouble  on  the  occasion.  In  the  midst  however  of 
these  cogitations,  a  i>ew  light  burst  upon  him,  which  went  in  « 
great  degree  to  sliow  him  that  the  late  extraordinary  act  of  the 
Kabloonas  was  in  reality  nothing  less  than  one  of  direct  kindness. 
When  he  emerged  from  his  refectory,  his  seal  skin  restments 
had  imbibed  such  an  extraordinary  quantity  of  the  farinaceous 
matter,  that  their  original  colour  was  nearly  lost,  andt  herefore  for 
the  purpose  of  restoring  it,  no  other  method  could  be  adopted 
than  to  divest  them  of  the  extraneous  substance,  which  thev  bad 
acquiredi  and  which  could  not  be  done  more  efficaciously  or  expe- 
ditiously  than  by  giving  them  a  good  beating.  The  temperature 
of  the  air  was  not  such  as  to  admit  him  divestinj^  himself  of  bis 
garments,  and  therefore  no  other  expedient  could  be  resorted  to, 
tban  to  beat  them  whibt  they  were  still  on  his  body.  As  a  proof 
of  the  rectitude  of  this  opinion,  at  every  stroke  such  a  volume  of 
dust  came  forth  as  threatened  to  suffocate  all  the  bysUmders,  and 
to  m$ke  them  appear  as  if  they  had  been  in  the  same  situation  as 
himself.  There  was  another  circumstance  which  tended  strongly 
to  confirm  him  in  this  opinion,  which  was,  that  the  stick  was  ap- 
plied solely  to  his  back,  as  being  the  only  part  which  he  could  not 
deanse  himself;  it  was  in  his  own  power  to  purify  the  fore  part, 
and  therefore  any  labor  bestowed  there  by  the  KaMoonas  must 
be  undoubtedly  thrown  away.  Happy  is  the  man,  whether  he  be 
an  Esquimaux  or  a  European,  who  can  conform  himself  to  the 
accidents  and  circumstances  to  which  his  destiny  may  expose  him, 
who,  like  the  optimist,  places  a  favorable  construction  on  events 
though  accompanied  with  disaster  and  distress — ^wlio  looks  with 
composure  and  complacency  on  the  attacks  of  adversity,  and 
sees  in  the  calamities  of  life  the  mere  common  fete  to  which 
flesh  is  heir  to. 

Pooii;u/yooi  had  satisfied  his  appetite,  and  he  had  also  satisfied 
his  mind  that  it  had  been  done  consistent!  v  with  the  riofhts  of  man, 
although  neither  Paine,  nor  the  exhumer  of  his  bones  had  ever 
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VMlitred/  ioto  his  ooantry,  to  instil  into  the  duotile  mmds  of  tlie 
D«tlva»4ho  {>rHieipleft  of  tbeir  philosophy.  Capt  Ross  was  hovt^ 
eveg  mi  satisfied  with  ^e  loss  of  his  jugged  hare,  nor  of  the 
d|bar  deiectables^  which  had  found  their  way  into  th^  trowsei!s  of 
Pa<mutyoek.  He  however  issued  his  orders  that  a  striel  watoh 
should  be  kepi  upon  the  motions  of  the  young  aspirant  for  the 
advantages  and  benefits  of  civilization,  and  in  tibe  mean  time,  h« 
would  himself  draw  up  a  code  of  punishment  to  which  be  was 
to  be  subject  on  the  commission  of  any  immoral  act,  ettheugh 
the  preliminary  was  wholly  forgotten  of  first  teaching  bkn  in  what 
immorality  consisted. 

The  morning  of  the  18th  being  remarkably  fine,  Commander 
Ross  accompanied  by  Poowuiyook^  one  man,  seven  dogs  and 
the  sledge,  set  out  en  an  excursion  into  the  eouotry  to  the  south*^ 
ward*  As  tl^  open  season  was  advancing,  no  opportunity  was  to 
he  lost  of  examining  the  surrounding  country,  andof  asoeirtaiatng 
tlie  precise  point  to  which  the  future  attempts  of  the  navigatora 
were  to  be  directed.  Flattering  aa  their  prospects  might  have 
heen  on  reaching  Felix  Harbour,  their  efforta  had  eertMdy  not 
l^een  attended  with  a  proportionate  degree  of  success.  They 
had  however  the  satisfaction  and  the  consciousness,  partienlarly 
oalfae  part  of  Commander  Ross,  on  whom  the  most  arduous  du-^ 
ties  of  the  expedition  devolved,  of  having  left  no  means  within 
t|ieir  reach  untried,  that  could  in  any  way  promote  tlieir  objects 
Notwithstanding  however  the  repeated  excupsions  of  Commander. 
|U)ss  in  almost  every  direction,  nothing  yet  had  transpired  to 
instil  into  him  any  sanguine  hope  that  they  were  in  the  direct 
rente  for  the  discovery  of  the  Iong-sought*for  passage.  The 
excursion  which  he  now  took  added  little  to  his  stock  of  inform<« 
alien,  or  of  important  knowledge  of  the  geograpliical  position  of 
the  country.  According  to  the  opinion  which  Commander  Ross 
now  formed^  they  appeared  to  be  in  the  midst  of  a  chain  of  lakes 
<;ommon  to  that  part  of  America,  but  whether  they  wejre  in  fact, 
a  part  of  the  polar  sea,  was  a  q^uestion  be  found  impossible 
to  solve. 

Leaving  tke  sledge  and  the  dogs  to  the  care  of  tlie  man,i 
Comnumder  Ross  accompanied  by  Poowuiyook  ascended  an  emm 
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nance,  from  which  the  foroier  expected  that  he  should  olitfjn  on 
yniiitervupted  view  of  the  eoitntry.  At  the  foot  of  the  emioeiice 
ComnaQder  Rod&  shot  a  hare,  on  which  Poowutyook  etpreKed 
hi$  surprise  bj  the  most  extraordinarj  gestures*  It  was  the  fits! 
time  thai  be  had  ever  witnessed  the  use  of  fire-arms,  and  on  tafe* 
in^,  up  the  hare»  be  examined  it  in  every  part  to  discover  the 
^use  of  its  deatbf  but  not  succeeding,  he  laid  if  down  afj^ain^ 
as  if  distfualfui  of  the  etbct,  which  he  had  witaossod.  Ohedik 
iokoopobe,  {"  hare  kill,  be  does/*)  said  JPbot^iyook  to  CSom« 
mander  Ross  pointing  to  tbe  animal,  and  then  made  a  noise 
with  his  mouth  imitating  the  report  of  a  gun,  thereby  implying 
that  it  was  the  noise  which  had  killed  the  hare ;  Commander 
Ross  gave  him  to  understand  that  he  was  in  error,  and  shewed 
him  the  shot  as  he  proceeded  to  reload  his  piece,  but  this  was 
still  more  diflicuU  for  Pbowuiyook  to  understand,  for  he  could 
not  be  made  to  comprehend  in  what  manner  the  little  balls  got 
to  tbe  hare ;  but  when  in  a  short  time  afterwards.  Commander 
Ross  shot  a  grouse  on  the  wing,  Poowuiyook  appeared  as  if 
almost  petrified,  he  looked  at  Commander  Ross — ^tben  at  the 
bird,  and  afterwards  appeared  most  anxious  to  inspect  the  gun* 
Commander  Ross  with  the  view  of  trying  tbe  firmness  of  the 
dispositions  of  Pooicuiyook,  put  a  small  quantity  of  powder  into 
the  gun,  and  placing  it  in  his  left  hand,  directed  the  right  to  the 
t^igS^r ;  when,  on  the  gun  going  off,  what  with  the  noise,  the 
flash,  the  recoil  and  the  smoke,  an  actual  degree  of  terrot 
seized  the  savage,  and  without  any  further  hesitaUon,  he  set 
off  at  the  fullest  speed,  which  his  rude  and  cumbersome  kabilt* 
ments  would  permit  him.  In  vain  Commander  Ross  called 
after  him,  nak/  nak/  ("  no,  no,*')  vociferated  PoohnUyook^  who 
bent  his  course  in  tbe  direction  of  the  ship,  and  wa,B  soon  ool 
of  sight.  Commander  Ross  entertained  no  fear  for  the  ultimate 
saiety  of  the  youth,  for  although  he  was  then  full  1&  miles  from 
the  ship,  yet  he  knew  that  an  Esquimaux  is  something  like  his 
dog  ;  he  has  a  kind  of  instinctive  sense  about  him«  which  ena- 
bles him  to  direct  his  course  to  any  particular  point  over  untrodt 
dea  fields  of  snow,  and  on  which  no  vestige  of  a  human  footstep 
is  to  be  perceived.     It  is  however  generally  supposed  that  ai| 
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lurquiiMtt)!  diracU  his  coone  aocordinp  to  the  bearing  <if  smne 
nNvarkttble  headlands*  for  in  regard  to  any  sideral  observations 
they  ^»pear  to  be  as  ignorant  as  the  animals  ^rbioh  they  drrre. 
They  oerlainly  have  a  name  for  the  four  cardinal  poi«tis  of  the 
catnpass*  but  tiiey  know  not  to  what  use  to  employ  them^  or  to 
make  tbem  subservient  to  any  of  the  purposes  of  directing  thsm 
in  their  oourse  from  one  station  to  another,  and*  particularly  to 
those  distant  quarters,  which  they  frequent  in  the  summer  months 
for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  their  fisheries. 

Commander  Ross  on  this  excursion  penstmted  above  thirty 
miles  into  the  interior,  but  every  thing  tended  to  convince  him 
that  he  was  not  on  a  continent,  for  the  intersections  of  land 
and  vrater,  at  that  time  in  a  compact  body  of  ice,  were  so  fre<^ 
quent,  that  be  concluded  it  was  an  archipelago  of  small  islands, 
lut  that  they  could  not  form  a  part  of  the  polar  sea»  The  short 
duration  of  light  was  however  a  great  obstacle  to  the  pfosecution 
of  his  researches,  and  he  therefore  considered  it  more  prudent 
to  return  to  the  ship,  with  the  determination  of  renewing  them 
when  the  days  were  longer. 

On  his  arrival  at  the  ship,  he  was  rather  mortified  to  find  that 
Pooymtyook  had  never  made  his  appearance,  but  it  was  ascer- 
tained by  some  Esquimaux,  who  came  to  the  ship  on  the  follow- 
ing morning  from  the  south  east,  that  he  had  returned  to  his 
•now-built  hut  and  bis  native  habits,  bidding  adieu  for  ever  to 
the  vaunted  advantages  of  civilization,  and  to  his  character  as 
representative  of  the  Esquimaux  nation.  Capt.  Ross  ordered  a 
new  writ  to  be  issued  in  the  room  of  Pootputyook,  who  bad  ac- 
cepted the  chiltern  hundreds,  but  strange  to  say  not  a  candidate 
presented  himself,  and  the  proper  officer  having  made  a  return 
to  that  efiect,  the  borough  of  hnmeetplue  (Esquimaux,)  was  for 
ever  after  disfranchised. 

The  attempt  to  metamorphose  a  savage  into  a  civilized  being 
having  iailed,  the  endemic  of  monument-building  appeared 
again  to  attack  the  commander  of  the  Victory,  for  on  the  19th 
he  despatched  a  party  to  the  eastward,  with  instructions  to 
build  as  lavge  a  monument  as  was  within  their  power ;  not 
IBlffhty  particular  as  to  shape,  hat  very  much  so  as  to   magtki- 
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^d#.;  4ibe  buildera  however  detenuined  not  to  bo'parlimltr  In 
^tbercase,  for  in  the  first  place,  it  would  have  pozsled  &it 
Qj^qSfQj  WyaUTiIle^  (who  being  himself  the  projeeter  ii  Mxmaly 
vP4i^im»ui»  of  folly,  must  naturally  be  euppoeed  to  ^  an^  exeeU 
lent  fadgo.of  all  ereetioas  of  that  kind),  to  have  deteraiiAed  th» 
exitct  ahapn,  for  it  was  neither  a  square  nor  a  eitele,  nor  m 
paraUelogmm,  nor  an  octagon,  nor  a  hexagon,  but  it  was  a 
confusion  of  every  figure  huddled  upon  each  other,  fonning  alto* 
gether  as,  rude  a  mass  as  ever  was  reared  by  human  hands. 
In  regard  to  the  magnitude,  no  complaint  could  be  made  on 
that  bead :  it  was  indeed  not  exactly  so  high  as  the  tower  of 
Babel,  nor  so  broad  as  the  walls  of  Baby  loo,  but  it  was  quite 
as  high  as  any  menumMit  ought  to  be,  vrhich  is-  ta  perpetuate 
the  folly  of  a  human  being. 

Whilst  the  monumental  party  were  trying  the  experiment  of 
the  utmost  degree  of  cold  which  they  could  endure,  without 
being  benumbed  or  frostbitten,  the  remainder  of  the  crew  on 
board,  were  employed  in  more  useful  occupations,  and  to  the 
result  of  which  Capt.  Ross  looked  forward  with  profit  and 
advantage.  With  eyes  by  no  means  devoid  of  satisfaction,  he 
observed  his  stock  of  seal  skins  increasing,  and  he  was  anticir 
pating  the  hour  when  he  should  appear  in  the  exchange  of 
London,  as  a  merchant  of  the  first  eminence  oxk  that  particular 
branch  of  trade.  Scarcely  a  day  passed  without  the  natives 
arriving  with  seals,  but  their  method  of  flaying  the  animals 
being  different  to  that  pursued  by  the  natives  of  other  parts  of 
America,  and  which  was  in  some  instances  calculated  to  destroy 
the  integrity  of  the  skins,  Capt.  Ross  undertook  to  instruct  some  c^ 
his  crew  in  the  art  of  properly  and  skilfully  flaying  a  seal,  and 
they  gradually  attained  to  a  proficiency,  perfectly  satbfactory 
to  their  employer.  The  IQth  of  March  was  one  ef  the  flayinip 
daysy  under  the  immediate  superintendence  of  Capt.  Ross 
himself,  some  of  the  skins  however  which  were  obtained  this 
day  w^re  not  destined  to  augment  the  hoard  of  theCommaiider» 
but  to  be  cut  up  in  stripes,  preparatory  to  their  being  ma^  i«le 
harness  for  the  dogs ;  the  sailors,  had  not  yet  attained  the  art'of 
making  the  dog*whips  from  the  intestines  dT  the  seals^  but 
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Nartook  undertook  to  iilstniet  them  for  the  trifliUg'  grtttuitydf 
a  eoople  of  fish-hooks.  The  making  of  a  dog-whip  and  th« 
ability  to  use  it  are  two  very  distinct  things,  and  perhaps  in  no 
attempt  to  acquire  a  particnlar  art,  did  ttie  sailors  of  the  Yietorf 
exhibit  greater  awkwardness,  then  in  learning  the  use  of  the 
Escprimnux  dog*whip.  A  person  who  learns  to  tlirarii,  generally 
gives  himself  a  few  knocks  on  the  head  with  the  flail  before  he 
attains  to  any  skilfulness  in  the  art,  and  it  was  very  necessary 
for  a  sailor  in  learning  how  to  use  a  dog- whip,  to  stand  at  a 
reepeetibl  distance  from  his  companions,  for  if  it  did  not  so 
happen  that  he  gave  himself  a  cut  or  two  across  the  fiice,  it 
generally  fell  out  that  the  individuals,  who  were  so  unlucky  as 
to  station  themselves  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  practi- 
tioner, generally  received  a  smart  visitation  of  the  lash  across 
their  face,  or  more  likely  across  their  legs,  as  it  is  necessary  to 
to  give  the  lash  a  slanting  direction  for  the  purpose  of  reaching 
the  foremost  dogs.  It  is  the  boast  of  some  of  the  celebrated 
whips  of  our  stage  coaches,  that  they  will  whip  a  fly  off  the  tip 
of  the  ear  of  either  of  their  leaders,  but  their  boasted  dexterity 
sinks  into  insignificance  when  put  into  competition  with  the 
akill  of  an  Esquimaux  dog-driver. 

The  action  of  the  Esquimaux  in  whipping  his  dog  is  somewhat 
similar  to  that  of  the  Russian  executioner  using  the  knout,  and  like 
the  criminal,  woe  to  the  dog  on  whom  the  lash  falls :  the  dog  how- 
ever is  not  urged  on  so  much  by  the  lash  ashy  particular  exclama- 
tions of  the  driver,  to  which  he  has  been  accustomed  from  his 
puppyism,  and  which  if  not  obeyed,  his  experience  tells  him 
that  the  lash  will  soon  follow.  The  life  of  the  Esquimaux  dogs 
is  one  of  finished  misery ;  during  their  minority,  like  certain 
biped  puppies,  they  are  fondled  and  pampered  by  the  female 
ser,  but  when  out  of  leading  strings,  and  are  consigned  over 
to  dieir  rightful  master  to  be  initiated  in  the  art  and  mys- 
teiy  of  sledge-drawing,  their  life  is  one  of  hardship  and  pn* 
vatMm.  The  dogs  generally  appear  as  the  inmates  of  an  Es- 
qssmam  hut  huddled  up  together  in  one  particular  place, 
which  is  never  cleaned  from  the  construction  of  the  hut  to  its 
diesertion.and  the  stench  of  which  is  amalgamated  with  tlie  other 
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tdRuvtau  wlihih  rive  Irom  a  number  of  other  nauseous  objects, 
mhkk  are  dtatributed  in  every  quarter  of  the  hut.  The  interior 
ef  an  Esquimaux  hut»  when  the  lamps  are  lighted,  and  it  is  full 
of  people  aind  dag^,  presents  a  spectacle,  which  is  not  to  be 
•qasLHed  in  atff  other  part  of  the  globe.  It  may  be  looked  upon 
as  ooe  of  the  lowest  stages  of  human  society,  just  one  degree 
removed  firom  amnial  existence,  and  in  which  the  gratification 
of  the  sensual  appetites  appears  to  be  the  sole  object  of  their  life. 
Immersed-  in  the  profoundest  ignorance,  they  have  not  a  single 
pursuit,  which  has  not  an  immediate  reference  to  their  ani- 
mal wants,  which  on  being  satiated,  the  human  brute  throws 
himself  down  by  the  side  of  his  dogs,  and  bloated  with  the 
effects  of  bis  gluttony,  passes  away  the  dreary  hours  of  his  life 
in  sleep  and  inanity. 

The  tempMBture  of  the  interior  of  an  Esquimaux  hut  during 
the  depth  of  the  winter,  is  little  calculated  to  instil  any  feelings 
of  comfort  or  pleasure.  A  thermometer  placed  in  the  hut  over 
the  fire  indicated  a  temperature  of  88^;  when  removed  two  or 
diree  feet  firom  this  situation  it  fell  to  3£^  and  placed  close  to 
the  wall  stood  at  HOP ;  the  temperature  of  the  outer  air  at  the  time 
being  25^  below  Zero.  It  must  however  be  considered  thai  a 
degree  of  cold  of  57°  below  the  freezing  point,  is  even  in  that 
country  of  rare  occurrence.  At  all  events,  a  habitation  in  which 
the  temperature  averages  about  6P  below  the  freezing  point, 
cannot  be  looked  upon  as  one  of  comfort,  although  it  must  still 
be  borne  in  mind,  Uiat  a  people,  who  pass  the  greater  part  of 
their  life  in  the  utmost  extremity  of  cold,  which  is  known  upon 
the  globe,  may  consider  a  temperature  of  6°  below  the  freezing 
point,  as  one  of  comparative  warmth.  Towards  the  spring  of  the 
year,  when  from  the  increased  temperature  without,  and  the 
warmth  of  the  huts  within,  the  ice  and  snow  begin  to  meU, 
these  poor  beings  are  grievously  afiected  with  colds  and  febrile 
diseases,  which  frequently  occasion  a  mortality  amongst  them, 
and  reduce  their  populatioa  to  a  very  low  number.  It  is  also 
the  season  in  which  they  are  in  the  greatest  want  of  provi* 
sions,  and  perhaps  of  all  people,  the  Esquimaux  suffer  the  most 
from  over-gorging  themselves  at  one  time,  and  from  actual  want 
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%i  the  elber.  It  is  calculated  that  of  a  population  of  80  pewtma* 
tweutjF  t^w  cairied  off  in  the  spring  by  febrile  diseases^  aad  U 
is  rather  singular  that  the  births  are  io  no  proportion  te  the 
deajtbs,  thereby  almost  intimating  that  the  raCe  of  the  Es^manx 
is  gradually  dwindling  away.  The  death  of  a  woman  io  child* 
birth  is. very  rare  amongst  the  Esquimaux  people,  although  il 
may  be  truly  said,  that  a  oow  in  England  has  greater  aliMHioa 
pfiid  her  in  the  hour  of  partivition,  than  an  Esquimaux 
Nature  undertakes  the  whole  performance  of  the  of 
no  gabbling  officious  nurse  attends  with  her  cup  of  caudle^  usnrp^ 
ij^g  the  sovereignty  of  the  apartment, and  extolling. the  beauty 
of.  the  new-born  inbnt,  though  perhaps  it  has  been  formed  in  one 
of  the  ugliest  moulds,  which  could  be  found  in  the  whole  of 
Nature's  magazine.  The  Esquimaux  woman  gives  birth  to  her 
child;  a  draught  of  seals  blood  invigorates  her  after  her  travail, 
and  she  rises  from  her  bed  of  snow,  to  attend  upon  her  puppies^ 
or  to  dress  a  seal  cutlet  for  her  expectant  husband. 

The  20th  being  Saturday,  the  usual  occupation  was  purawed  of 
cleaning  the  ship  inside  and  outside,  during  which  operattoo, 
Capt.  Ross  went  on  a  shooting  expedition,  and  Mr.  Thorns  and 
Mr.  Mo'Diarmid  set  out  on  a  long  walk  into  the  interior.  It  cannot 
be  supposed  that  the  Esquimaux  had  acquired  any  information 
of  the  temporary  absence  of  Capt.  Ross,  but  he  had  not  departed 
long,  before  a  party  of  them  presented  themselves,  both  from  the 
sputh  east,  and  from  the  north,  bringing  with  them  two  seab 
and  two  skins«  Had  it  been  any  other  day  than  deaaing  day,  the 
sailors  would  have  bought  the  whole  lot,  and  have  skinned  the 
seals  previously  to  the  return  of  Capt.  Ross,  but  his  absence  from 
the  ship  was  never  of  long  duration,  his  walks  extending  at  theuir 
0u>st  to  two  or  three  miles.  The  opportunity,  however,  was  not 
lost  by  them  of  purchasing  the  skins,  which  were  obtained  for 
a  rusty  knife  and  half  a  dozen  nails.  The  Esquimaux  made 
known  to  the  sailors,  they  would  conceal  the  seals  in  a  place 
from  which  they  might  fetch  them  at  their  leisure,  but  althongh 
they  bad  the  utmost  confidence  in  the  integrity  of  the  nativea  ia 
transactions  of  that  kind,  yet  they  feared  that  the  plan  eould 
not  be  canied  into  effect  without  being  detected  l^  Capt.  Rosa, 
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particularly,  as  it  was  very  seldom  that  lea^e  of  abscmce  «»iJd 
bo  <obtaiDed  Trom  the  ship  for  any  purposes  of  a  private  tiatare. 
Tbeir  offer  in  this  respect  being  declined,  they  left  die  ship  wJth 
the  two  seals,  and  it  was  not  supposed  that  any  thing  note 
would  be  beavd  of  them  that  day.  Shortly  after  tbeir  departore, 
Capt.  Ross  returned,  having  shot  two  grouse,  but  which  he 
wouM  not  have  found,  but  for  a  dog,  which  he  had  bought  of 
the  natives.  Scarcely  however  had  he  returned,  and  retired  to 
his  cabin  to  recover  himself  from  his  fatigue,  than  die  Esqui* 
mausc  again  made  their  appearance,  bringing  with  them  the 
skins  of  the  two  seals,  which  appears  they  had  taken  to  some 
distance  from  the  ship,  and  there  skinned  them,  leaving  their 
carcasses  to  be  taken  up  by  them  on  their  return  to  the  huts. 
Their  intentions  were  however  on  this  occasion  frustrated,  for 
the  sailors  were  bound  in  obedience  to  the  orders  of  Cape.  Roes, 
to  apprize  him  of  the  visit  of  the  Esquimaux,  and  at  the  same 
time  to  report  to  him  the  articles,  which  they  had  brought.  At 
the  sound  of  the  seal  skins,  the  Captain  rose  from  his  seat, 
and  in  a  very  short  time,  they  formed  an  addendum  to  his  aU 
ready  extensive  stock. 

It  was  expected  that  Mr.  Thoms  and  Mr.  McDiarmid  would 
have  arrived  from  their  walk  in  time  for  dinner,  but  the  hour 
arrived,  and  no  signs  of  them  could  be  seen  from  any  part  of  the 
ship«  Some  serious  apprehensions  began  to  be  entertained  for 
their  safety,  as  their  intended  route  was  attended  with  some 
danger,  it  being  over  the  ice  to  two*  islands,  which  lay  to  the 
eastward.  It  was  now  completely  dark,  and  still  no  appearance 
of  the  travellers.  An  offer  was  made  by  some  of  the  crew  to 
go  in  search  of  them,  but  the  darkness  was  then  so  great,  that 
Capt.  Ross  considered  that  the  attempt  could  not  be  attended 
with  any  good  effect,  but  with  considerable  danger  to  the  lives 
of  the  men.  No  signs  of  them  presenting  themselves,  at  7 
o^elock,  Capt.  Ross  ordered  a  gun  to  be  fired,  and  to  be  coo« 
turned  every  twenty  minutes,  and  that  blue  lights  should  be 
burned  during  the  whole  of  the  night.  The  firing  was  continued 
until  a  quarter  before  ten,  when  the  voices  of  the 'Stragglers 
were  heard,  hailing  the  ship,  and  great  was  the  joy  when  they 
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aliived  oabMrd,  hftving  completely  lost  their  way,  and  bad  it* 
Dol  faeen  for  the  firing  of  the  gun,  and  the  burning  of  the  lights^ 
they-  would  eertainiy  have  passed  the  diip,  and  wandered  about 
the  whole  of  the  night,  exposed  to  all  the  iaelenieiicy  of  tho' 
wealhei«  They  were  not  a  little  rejoiced  to  find  themselves 
once  more  comfortably  housed  between  the  decks  of  the  Victo**- 
ry ;  so  relative  is  the  happiness  of  man— -for  disposed  as  he  may 
be  to  complain  of  his  present  condition,  let  him  but  be  accident- 
ally thrown  into  a  worse,  and  he  then  first  begins  to  learn  ta 
appreeiate  the  advantages  and  comforts,  which  he  enjoyed  i» 
the  foTDser. 

On  Sunday  the  Slst,  the  crew  as  usual  attended  diTine  ser-^ 
vice,  after  which  permission  was  granted  them  to  take  a  walk 
on  land,  and  they  directed  their  course  towards  the  uninhabited* 
hutSy  which  had  been  deserted  on  the  death  of  lUidu.  A  strik-* 
ing  instance  here  occurred  of  the  extraordinary  fidelity  of  the 
Esquimaux  dog.  On  the  death  of  ItliciUf  Capt.  Ross  obtained 
bis  favorite  dog,  wnich  was  almost  grown  grey  in  the  serviee 
of  the  family,  and  which  was  particularly  prized  by  bis  oldest 
son,  who  had  tried  every  stratagem  to  obtain  re^possession  of 
tbeaninuil.  On  this  occasion « the  dog  accompanied  the  sailors 
to  the  huts,  and  on  their  way  thither,  they  were  met  by  a  party 
of  Esquimaux,  amongst  whom  was  the  son  of  lllicii»,  and  who 
no  sooner  saw  his  father's  dog,  than  he  ran  up  to  it,  and  actually 
caressed  it,  as  if  it  had  been  a  long  lost  child,  that  was  restored 
to  him*  It  was  actually  painful  to  the  feelings,  to  see  the  tears 
roll  down  the  cbeek  of  this  savage  of  sensibility,  as  he  fondled 
ov^r  the  dog,  which  by  its  actions  fully  proved,  that  he  had  not 
forgotten  those,  in  whose  service  he  had  been  bved.  On  the 
arrival  of  the  party  at  the  huts,  the  dog  instantly  know  the  one 
in  which  bis  former  master  had  died,  and  immediately  entered 
it,  smelling  and  looking  about,  as  If  he  were  in  search  of  some 
object^  that  had  been  there,  and  which  he  wished  to  find  there 
agtin.  The  whole  place  was  a  scene  of  desolation,  and  tiie 
siUlois  not  being  willing  to  indulge  in  the  melancholy  mood, 
soon  took  their  departure.  The  son  of  Bliciu,  in  the  mean  time> 
bad  been  trying  every  stratagem  to  entice  the  dog  towards  him; 
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and -taking  t*e  advanUge  of  a  particuIaT  opportttttity,  darted  off, 
caBitig  the  dog  after  him.     The  animal  had  not  fergoHten  hm 
early  associate*,  and  preferred  them  to  those,  into  whose  hftods 
he  had  been  transferred;  seiring  therefore  the  trtt  chance,  that 
had  presented  itself  of  emancipating  himself  from  the  dominioii 
of  his  new  goTemors,  he  followed  the  son  of  SUieiu,  and  m 
general  chase  was  the  consequence.    The  English  sailors,  as 
the  pursuers,  were  not  exactly  clad  to  fit  them  for  ewift  tanning 
over  hummocks  of  ice,  nor  from  the  eomparatively  inactire  mode 
of  life,  to  which  they  had  been  accustomed  for  the  last  five 
months,  were  they  in  sufficient  breath  to  continue  the  chase  for 
any  length  of  time.    On  the  other  hand,  it  was  a  terrain  to 
which  the  Esquimaux  had  been  accustomed  from  his  infancy, 
his  seal  skin  shoes  were  well  calculated  to  prevent  him  from 
slipping,  and  the  sailors  soon  found  that  they  had  no  chance  of 
coming  up   to  their  competitors  ;  fearing  also  that  the  chase 
might   lead  them  to  such   a  distance  from  the  ship  as  to  pre- 
Tent  them  reaching  it  before  the  darkness  set  in,  they  very  pru- 
dently declined  the  chase,  being  well  assured  that  the  means  were 
in  their  power  of  recovering  the  dog,  by  the  simple  refusal  of  deal- 
ing with  the  natives  for  any  of  their  articles,  until  the  animal 
was  restored  to  them.     The  only  circumstance,  which  the  sailora 
had  to  fear  on  this  occasion,  was  the  anger  of  Capt.  Ross  on  the 
loss  of  his  dog,  but  when  the  afiair  was  canvassed  between  them, 
one  snapped  his  fingers ;  another  took  the  quid  from  his  mouth, 
and  throwing  it  on  the  ground  exclaimed,  "  there  and  be  d— d 
to  himf  another  set  up  a  whistle  somewhat  similar  to  the  liU 
labullero  of  my  Uncle  Toby>  and  the  last-^ut  we  will  leave  the  de- 
scription of  the  precise  gesture  with  which  it  was  accompanied,  to 
the  knowledge  of  those,  who  are  somewhat  acquainted  with  the 
expressive  mode  of  action  adopted  in  general  by  a  British  sailor, 
when  he  wishes  to  make  it  known,  that  he  cares  not  a  thread  of 
oakum  for  all  the  CapUins  in  the  royal  navy,  in  which  of  courFo 
Capt.  Ross  must  be  included.     The  only  thing  they  had  to  do  was 
to  tell  the  truth,  leaving  Capt.  Ross  to  issue  his  manifesto,  dc^ 
daring  the  whole  Esquimaux  nation  under  his  high  displeasure^ 
until  the  animal  was  restored  to  him. 
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It  is  a  singular  tfftit  ia  tbe  character  of  thiR  particul^if  .^ribc 
of  iha  filiqaiinaiix  |»eople,  that  if  tbej  commit  a  theft,  Ihey  very 
slMrtl|7  afUf  reetore  tha  stolen  property  of  their  owp  aQcordi  aa 
if  <hey  had  rapented  of  the  act,  and  were  wilKog  to  make  every 
reetiUHioo  in  their  power  for  the  crimen  which  they  have  cem- 
mittad.    It  it  also  not  less  sinf^ulari  that  the  stolen  property  was 
wry  seldom  brought  back  by  the  thief  himself »  nor  by  one  of  his 
own  8ex>  but  that  their  wives  were  generally  selected  for  this 
ungvaetaus  and  unpleasant  duty.     The  question  might  be  moot- 
ed,  whether   the  women  were  naturally  in  possession  of  a 
greater  quantity  of  honesty  than  the  men,  and  exercised  their 
infloenoe  over  them,  in  order  to  induce  them  to  return  any  articles 
that  they  had  purloined ;   or  whether  the  restoration  of  them 
proceeded  from  a   direct   compunction    of  conscience   on   the 
part  of  the  thief,  and   being  ashamed   to   restore  the  article 
himself,  ha  selected  those  under  his  controul,  to   perform  the 
duty   for  him.     The  latter  hypothesis  is  not  likely  to  be   the 
case  amongst  a  rude  and  savage  people,  who  scarcely  know 
bow  to  draw  a  line   between  a  right  and  a  wrong  action^  or 
to  determine  the  principles  on  which  either  of  them  is  found* 
ed.    The  meum  and  ttium  of  civilized  life  were  known  amongst 
them  but  in  a  very  subordiDate  degree,  and  in  attaching  the 
property  of  others  to  themselves,  they   considered  that   they 
were  only  acting  up  to   the  universal    law  of  nature,  which 
tells  a   human   being  to  promote  his  own  happiness,  without 
stopping  on  the  way  to  consider  minutely  the  means,  by  which 
that  happiness  can  be  obtained  and  secured. 

We  know  that  it  is  dangerous  ground  to  tread  upon,  but  we 
cannot  shut  our  eyes  to  the  experience,  that  the  shades  of  moral 
guilt,  are  as  diversified  as  the  people,  by  whom  it  is  committed, 
and  that  an  act,  which  by  the  natives  under  one  particular 
degree  of  longitude  is  branded  with  infamy  and  perpetual  dis** 
^raoe  is  in  a  few  degrees  further  to  the  northward  or  the  south- 
ward, actually  enjoined  upon  them  by  the  ministers  of  their 
religion,  as  the  very  test  and  ordeal  of  the  strength  and  efficacy 
of  their  faith.  The  standard  of  moral  guilt  amongst  the  Esqui- 
maux«  and  particularly  amoni(st  those,  who  were  in  daily  inter* 
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9PUf[«e,  witti  the  crew  of  the  Victory,  was  coDfined  wiUiinn  Tfry 
parrow  Qornpass^  Their  conduct  in  many  respects  waa  a  direct 
and  fofeihl^  contradiction  to  that  of  the  creature  of  civiU»»d.life, 
but  if  t^ed  by  the  standard,  which  is  adopted  by  the  latter, 
f^4  to  wliich  be  is  called  upon  to  conform  by  education  and 
example^  there  is  very  little  doubt  as  to  which  the  preponderance 
would  be  awarded.  The  man  of  civilization  is  educated  so  as 
to  have  a  distinct  conception  of  the  principle  of  right  and 
wrong,  of  justice  and  injustice,  of  truth  and  fiJsehood — in 
despite,  however,  of  that  education,  he  acts  in  direct  opposition 
to  those  principles,  and,  in  fikct,  the  whole  tenor  of  his  life  ap* 
pears  to  be,  bow  he  can  carry  on  those  actions  with  impunity, 
and  safe  from  all  detection :  the  Elsquimaux  is  the  confirmed 
child  of  nature,  in  its  most  rude  and  savage  character-r-removed 
but  one  degree  from  the  brute  creation,  forming  almost  the  link 
between  animal  and  human  life,  destitute  of  every  notion  of 
a  retributive  justice — amenable  to  no  present  nor  future  tribunal 
for  any  action,  which  he  may  commit,  he  appears  in  the  great 
family  of  mankind,  as  divested  of  the  major  part  of  the  rights 
of  humanity,  with  the  countenanee  of  his  God  turned  from 
him,  and  living  in  a  nook  of  earth  overlooked  and  forgotten  by 
its  Creator. 

That  the  sailors  on  their  return  to  the  ship,  experienced  the 
ebullitions  of  their  commander*s  anger  on  the  loss  of  the  dog,  is 
an  event  of  such  a  natural  and  certain  consequence,  that  to 
relate  it  would  be  tantamount  to  the  information,  that  thunder 
is  always  preceded  by  lightning,  or  that  wherever  there  iff 
light,  there  must  of  necessity  be  a  shadow ;  to  relate,  however, 
that  these  same  ebullitions,  stormy  and  tempestuous  as  they 
might  haveexhibi'.ed  themselves,  were  as  harmless  in  their  con* 
sequences,  as  a  drop  of  rain  falling  on  the  plumage  of  the 
cygnet,  were  an  assertion,  to  which  even  a  Quaker  could  affix 
bis  affirmation,  without  running  the  slightest  risk  of  being 
called  to  account  by  his  elders  for  a  breach  of  moral  conduct, 
which  cannot  be  laid  to  the  charge  of  any  of  the  fraternity  of  the 
Pures,  for  the  best  of  all  reasons,  that  they  are  possessed  of 
the  most  consummate  cunning  to  prevent  the  detectitui  of  it 
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When  ia  mati  is  in  a  bona-fide  downright  pasftloo,  tlie  mast 
prudent  method  is  not  to  interrupt  him — a  rocket  makes  a  great 
noise  and  fluster  on  first  setting  off — ^pass  a  little  while^  and 
every  trace  of  it  is  gone.  There  are  some  fools,  who  attempt  to 
calm  an  angry  man,  by  coaxings  and  wheedlings,  entreaties  and 
expostulations,  but  it  is  the  most  in&llible  method  of  increasing 
Che  violence  of  the  storm ;  the  sailors  of  the  Victory  were  not 
Ignorant  of  this  principle  of  human  action,  therefore,  when  the 
tempest  burst  upon  them,  they  looked  at  their  commander— « 
then  at  the  brass  nails  in  his  chair^— then  at  a  bottle  of  Booth's 
best  cordial,  that  was  standing  on  the  table,  and  then — ^they  said 
nothing.  The  harder  it  blows,  the  sooner  it  will  be  over,  is  a 
maxim,  which  has  cheered  many  a  sea-drenched  sailor,  as  the 
waves  have  rolled  over  him  at  the  helm,  and,  certainly,  the  tor- 
rents of  abuse,  which  flowed  from  the  mouth  of  Capt.  Ross, 
threatened  to  overwhelm  the  hardened  culprits  with  unutterable 
confusion  and  dismay ;  but  the  tempest  was  too  violent  to  last, 
independently  of  which,  the  hour  had  arrived,  when  according  to 
general  custom,  one  of  the  monitors  of  the  school  was  to  read  a 
chapter  in  the  Bible  to  the  assembled  crew,  and  it  came  to  pasB 
that  the  29th  chapter  of  Proverbs  was  in  rotation  for  their 
evening  edification,  and  the  monitor  read  with  an  audible 
voice : 

*'  A  fool  uttereth  all  his  mind :  but  a  wise  man  keepeth  it  in 
till  afterwards.'' 

The  sailors  looked  at  each  other  with  a  significant  eye,  and 
Capt.  Ross  appeared  rather  uneasy  on  his  seat. 

Further  read  the  monitor. 

''A  servant  will  not  be  corrected  by  words:  for  though  he 
understand,  he  will  not  answer. 

"  Seest  thou  a  man,  that  is  hasty  in  his  words !  there  is  more 
hope  of  a  fool  than  of  him.'' 

A  fear  and  trembling  came  over  the  congregation,  for  to 
them  it  appeared,  as  if  their  comnaander  had  been  suddenly 
seized  with  a  fit  of  St.  Vitus'  dance ;  so  extraordinary  and  sin- 
gular were  the  twistings  and  contortions  of  his  body. 

And  the  monitor  further  read : 
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''  Aq  angry  man  atirreth  up  strife,  and  a  furioas  man  abbund- 
•th  in  transgresBion/' 

Never  did  a  love-sick  girl,  who  had  made  an  appointment  to 
meet  her  lorer  at  the  conyenticle  of  Clayton,  of  Andrews,  or  of 
Melville,  hear  with  greater  pleasure  the  last  amen  pronounced, 
which  was  to  be  the  signal  for  fhem  to  hasten  toward  each  other, 
after  a  tedious,  and  apparently  to  them  a  personal  discourse,  taken 
from  the  text,  of"  set  not  thy  affections  on  things  of  this  earth  ;•* 
never  did  a  shoeless,  but  not  a  90u/-less  poet  in  bis  attic  residence 
evince  greater  pleasure  on  arriving  at  the  close  of  a  didactic 
poem,  on  the  colossal  powers  of  steam,  or  the  beauties  of  the  her« 
ring  fishery,  which  is  to  put  the  erudite  fraternity  of  Publishers 
resident  in  the  vicinity  of  the  purling  streams,  and  academic 
groves  of  Warwick  Lane,  and  Paternoster  Row,  into  a  ferment 
of  competition  for  the  purchase  of  the  copyright,  thereby  furnish* 
ing  another  instance  to  a  captious  and  unbelieving  world,  of  the 
extreme  liberality,  which  distinguishes  that  body  of  men,  in  all 
their  dealings  with  authors — ^never  was  delight  more  strongly 
imprmted  on  the  countenance  of  either  of  those  characters,  than 
was  on  the  visage  of  Capt.  Ross,  when  the  monitor  arrived  at  the 
end  of  the  chapter,  and  the  congregation  rose  to  retire  to  then* 
respective  berths,  te  ponder  on  the  wholesome  truths,  which 
they  had  heard. 

Qui  capity  tile  fecit  is  an  adage  as  old  as  any  of  the  icebergs, 
which  so  criminally  conspired  to  obstruct  Capt.  Ross  in  his 
discovery  of  the  North  West  Passage,  and  a  great  deal  older 
than  Capt.  Ross  himself,  but  like  all  other  apothegms,  it  generally 
inflicts  a  sting  on  those,  to  whom  it  is  applied ;  in  order  however 
that  it  might  never  again  be  applicable  to  himself,  as  fiur  as  the 
sentiments  contained  in  a  chapter  of  the  Bible  were  concerned, 
he  issued  his  orders,  that  henceforth  the  chapter  for  the  evening 
reading  should  not  be  taken  in  rotation,  but  should  be  selected 
by  some  competent  person,  in  orders  as  he  expressed  himself  to 
avoid  all  personalities,  which  he  was  fully  aware  are  apt  to 
engender  strife,  and  stir  up  the  blood  to  feuds  and  discord. 

In  a  previous  part  of  this  work»  we  have  alluded  to  the  task 
which  was  generally  imposed  upon  the  women»  of  restoring  the 
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Stolen  property,  and  the  day  following  that,  on  which  the  dog  be- 
longing to  Capt.  R068,  and  which  had  formerly  belonged  to  It- 
liciu,  had  been  enticed  away,  two  women  came  to  the  ship  bring- 
ing the  dog  with  them,  and  exonerating  the  son  of  tUi^tu  from  all 
blame  in  the  transaction,  as  the  fitult  was  attachable  to  the  dog, 
and  not  to  the  man.  It  was  not  to  be  attributed,  they  said,  as 
a  &ult  to  the  latter,  that  the  dog  preferred  following  his  original 
master,  instead  of  his  adopted  one,  and  if  the  man  ran  quickly 
away  for  fear  of  being  benighted,  and  the  dog,  all  the  while, 
kept  close  at  his  heels,  surely  no  blame  whatever  was  attachable 
to  him,  much  less  could  the  charge  of  theft  be  laid  to  him.  It 
was  agreed  to  give  the  female  diplomatist  the  fiill  advantage  of 
her  arguments,  but  unluckily  for  her,  the  latter  part  of  her  ex- 
culpatory statement  fell  to  the  ground,  for  although  certainly 
the  charge  of  the  theft  of  the  dog  could  not  be  substantiated, 
yet  it  was  discovered  that  the  swivel  had  been  taken  from  his 
collar,  and  Commander  Ross  gave  them  to  understand  that  he 
should  consider  them,  decidedly,  as  complete  Tigliktokes^  unless 
the  swivel  was  returned,  and  he  further  informed  them,  that  al- 
though he  certainly  considered  them  entitled  to  some  reward  for 
bringing  back  the  dog,  yet  that  it  should  be  withheld,  until  the 
article  that  were  taken  from  the  animal  was  restored. 

The  women  did  not  seem  to  comprehend  the  system  of  pro* 
spective  rewards,  and,  especially,  if  dependent  on  certain  condi- 
tions and  stipulations,  which  it  was  perhaps  not  in  their  power 
to  perform.  They  had  executed  their  part  of  the  duty  by  bring- 
ing back  the  dog,  and  therefore  their  reward  was  not  to  be 
made  dependent  upon  the  will  and  actions  of  another,  over 
whom'they  possessed  not,  perhaps,  the  slightest  controul.  If  the 
von  of  Ulieiu  refused  to  give  up  the  swivel,  all  their  trouble  in 
bringing  back  the  dog  would  go  for  nothing,  and  therefore 
m  their  eyes  it  was  not  an  act  of  justice  to  withhold  from  them 
the  leward  that  was  their  due,  on  the  conditional  plea»  that  they 
were  to  bring  back  an  article,  which  the  present  holder  of  it 
might  not  be  disposed  to  relinquish.  Plausible  however  as  these 
arguments  were,  Commander  Boss  was  peremptory  in  his  de- 
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termination,  not  to  bestow  upon  them  the  slightest  reward  until 
the  Nwivel  was  returned. 

'  The  women  left  the  ship  not  very  well  satisfied  with  the  re- 
sult of  their  act  of  honesty^  and  entertaining  a  low  opinion  of 
the  justice  of  the  Kabloonas;  it  was  also  a  new  creed  to.  them» 
that  their  whole  tribe  were  to  be  punished  for  the  act  of  a  sing^le 
individnal,  for  Capt.  Ross  gave  the  womeo  to  understand  that 
no  further  negotiations  would  be  entered  into  with  any  of  them 
in  the  way  of  barter,  or  the  purchase  of  their  commodities,  until 
the  stolen  property  was  restored. 

The  crew  were  now  employed  in  onbanking  the  ship,  the 
sc^verity  of  the  winter  having  passed,  and  no  further  fear  existing, 
of  the  vessel  receiving  any  injury  from  the  heavy  drifts  of  SjMMK^^^ 
against  which  the  embankment  was  intended  to  protect  her. 
The  removal  of  the  bank  of  snow  would  also  tend  to  inciieaRe 
the  circulation  of  the  air  abofrtthe  ship,  and  prevent  that  ^i:tara- 
brdinieiry  humidity ;  which  the  melting  of  the  snow  would  -occar 
sion,  and  which  now,  as  the  fine  weather  wa?  approaching, 
was  naturally  expected  to  increase  every  day.    , 

It  has  been  mentioned  that  on  tho  death  of  Marslin,  the  ar- 
mourer, his  will  was  made  by  Mr.  Light  the  steward,  bequeathing 
the  whole  of  his  property  to  his  sister  and  his  children;  .it  was 
therefore  a  matter  of  no  Uitle  surprise  to  the  crew,  when  they  were 
Informed  that  Capt.  ttoss  had  come  to  the  determination  to  dis- 
pose of  Marslin's  property,  although  it  would  have  been  a 
^difficult  task  for  him  -to  have  shown  by  what  right  be  disposed 
of  property,  which  by  will  was  bequeathed  to  another.  In 
other  respects,  it  could  not  be  expected,  even  if  Capt.  Ross  him- 
'self  had  taken  upon  himself  the  character  of  an  auctioneer,  that 
the  property  of  the  deceased*  would  fetch  very  high  prices,  or 
even  that  any  thing  like  its  reaL value  bould  be  obtained.  There 
certainly  existed  no  necessity  for  the  disposal  of  the  property, 
for  there  was  no  want  of  room  in  the  Victory  to  stow  it  away, 
and  when  it  is  considered,  that  the  amount  of  some  of  the  pur- 
chases made  by  the  sailors,  was  put  to  the  debit  account  of  their 
w  geti  ;  we^  cannot  but  coincide  with  the  majority  of  the  crew. 
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in  the  opinion  which  they  entertained  of  this  transaction.  It  was 
further  the  belief  of  Mr.  Light,  and  some  others  of  the  crew,  that 
no  part  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  OTer  reached  the  hands  of 
those,  to  whom  it  was  bequeathed. 

Earlj  in  the  morning  of  the  2ad,  the  two  womeii>  who  had 
brought  back  the  dog,  came  to  the  ship,  bringing  with  them  the. 
swivel,  which  they  threw  down  with  an  air  of  contemptuous 
indignation,  as  much  as  to  say,  '<  take  back  your  paltry  article, 
about  which  you  have  made  so  great  a  hubbub.'^    The  next 
great  question  however  to  be  considered,  was  the  reward,  and 
here  the  parties  were  not  by  any  means  likely  to  come  to  an 
amicable  arrangement;  the  one  expecting   a  very  high  reward, 
and  the  other  determined  to  give  a  very  low  one;  the  former 
considering  that  they  had  performed  an  act  of  great  honesty ; 
the  latter  considering  that  they  had  done   no  more  than  their 
duty,  in  restoring  a  property,   which  did  not  belong  to  them. 
The  ladies  were  peremptory  in  their  exactions — ^the  gentlemen 
were  equally  so  in  their  refusal ;  the  latter,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
former,  were  mean,  shabby  fellows — ^the  ladies  in  the  opinion 
of  the  gentlemen,   were  nothing  better  than  a  pair  of  vile  ex- 
tortioners, demanding  a  tribute   on  the  part  of  Caesar,  which 
was  not  due  to  Ciesar,  and,  therefore,  they  resolved  to  exert  the 
whole  energy  of  their  chamcters,  in  repelling  so  gross  an  impo- 
sition.    A  pair  of  fish-hooks  were  offered,  they  were  not  to  be 
caught  with  sueh  a  trumpery  reward«-^four  needles  were  added, 
it  was  a  superaddition  of  insult  to  meanness.     It  was  however 
high  time  that  an  end  should  be  put  to  this  palaver,  when,  CapU 
Ross,  who,  we  doubt  not  must  have  acquired  some  knowledge 
of  the  female  character,  before  he  became  the  commander  of  the 
Victory ,and  who  daily  be-thought  himself,  that  the  useful  stands  in 
a  woman's  eye,  by  no  means  in  equal  estimation  with  the  orna^ 
mental,  whether  she  be  a  member  of  Almacks,  or  the  native  of 
an  Esquimaux  snow  hut;  drew  from  nis  pocket  a  string  of  glass. 
oeads,  estimated  in  the  invoice  at  4d.  and  presented  the  valuable 
gift   to  the  ladies      Bright  and  cheerful   were    their  counte- 
nances, as  they  tooK  possession  of  the  gewgaws,  for  one  of  them, 
be  it  said^  sub  sileiitto   was  about  to   take  upon  herself  the  cha« 
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Tacter  of  a  wife ;  and  where  is  the  bride  elect,  who  is  not  de- 
sirous of  bedizening  her  person  to  the  best  adtantage,  with  the 
fond  expectation -of  finding  greater  grace  and  favor  in  tlie  eyes  of 
her  accepted  lord  ?  If  a  transaction  of  this  kind  had  taken  place, 
in  ilrhicb  two  European  women  were  the  actresses,  the  right  of 
proprietorship  would  have  been  strongly  contested,  and  pertiaps 
an  appeal  to  the  gentleoien  of  the  ooif  resorted  to,  in  order  to  de- 
termine the  ei^et  position  of  the  mium  and  iiium  of  the  business; 
happily  however  for  the  Esquimaux  people,  they  were  not  yet  so 
far  advanced  in  civilizatioa,  as  to  suffer,  under  a  worse  than  an 
Egyptian  plague,  in  the  swarm  of  lawyers,  for  whose  unhallowed 
gains,  the  happiness  of  the  people  of  England  is  sacrifice^,  and 
therefore  they  proeeeded  to  settle  the  business  in  a  friendty* 
way,  as  they  seated  themselves  under  the  lee  of  a  hillock  of 
snow ;  the  result  of  which  was,  that  the  hooks  and  needles 
should  be  the  property  of  the  wife  of  the  son  of  lUietu,  who 
bad  been  the  instrument  of  the  restoration  of  the  dog,  and  the 
string  of  beads,  the  inalienable  property  of  Terrekewona,  the 
intended  spouse  of  NuUheuknawhook. 

During  the  latter  part  of  the  month  of  March,  the  weather 
was  beautifully  serene,  of  which  Commander  Ross  took  the  ad* 
vantage  in  order  to  prosecute  his  observations,  relative  to  some  of 
the  scientific  objects,  connected  with  the  expedition,  and  the 
lesult  of  which  will  be  found  in  the  appendix  to  this  work. 
Scarcely  a  day  elapsed,  that  the  ship  was  not  visited  by  a 
party  of  the  Esquimaux,  who  appeared  actually  determined 
to  exhaust  their  stock  of  clothing,  in  exchange  for  some  tri- 
vial things,  which  were,  tossing  about  in  various  parts  o 
the  ship  as  mere  lumber,  and  the  value  of  which  intrinsically 
was  of  no  consideration.  It  must,  however,  be  admitled  on 
the  other  hand,  that  some  of  the  articles,  which  they  were 
in  the  daily  habit  of  bringing  to  the  ship,  were  in  them- 
selves of  trifling  worth — a  pair  of  mittens  was  a  rode  adapt- 
ation of  two  pieces  of  seal  skin,  sewed  together  in  the  most 
bungling  manner,  and  which  were  found  to  be  excessively  in- 
convenient to  the  sailors,  on  account  of  their  not  being  any 
separation  for  the  fingers,  which  rendered  them  almost  wholly 
useless  in  any  operations  which  they  had  to  perform  on  board 
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the  ship.:  the  boots  and  slippers  would  have  been  of  greater  use. 
i(  Uiej  ,had.  been  .  warranted  water-proof,  but,  unluckily^  the 
siitc^s  w^rej^vomopb^c^  so  very  like  our  angels  visits,  few  and 
hx  heiween,  e^peQiaUy»  those  that  were  made  for  sale  on  board 
the  Victory,  that  had  they  been  denominated  boots  on.  the  ven-* 
tilating  system,  for  an  equal  admission  of  wind  and  water,  they 
would  have  fully  answered  the  diaracter  to  which  they  were 
entitled  from  the  wearing. 

The  28th  of  March  was  the  only  day,  that  the  ship  was  not 
visited  by  the  Es^^uimaux,  since  the  acquaintance  was  estab- 
lii^d;  the  absence  of  their  visit,  was  attributed  by  the  crew 
to  the  violence  of  the  wind,  which  on  that  day  blew  almost  a 
harricane,  but  the  reason  was  by  no  means  a  plausible  one,  when 
it  is  comidered,  that  they  were  punctual  in  their  visits  during 
the  extreme  rigor  of  the  winter,  when  it  was  scarcely  to  be  be- 
lieved that  the  physical  constitution  of  a  human  being  could  have 
withstood  the  severity  of  the  cold.  On  the  following  day,  how- 
ever, they  seemed  determined  to  make  amends  for  the  loss, 
which  the  crew  of  the  Victory  had  sustained  in  the  pleasure  of 
their  company  on  the  preceding  one,  for  the  tribes  came  both 
from  the  north  and  the  east,  and  it  might  be  truly  characterized 
as  a  visit  of  good-will  or  compliment,  for  they  did  not  bring  a 
single  article  with  them,  either  of  purchase  or  barter.  A  cir- 
cimistance,  however,  which  occurred  this  day  excited  the  surprise 
of  the  crew,  which  was  the  removal  of  an  entire  family  from 
the  north  station,  who  came  and  built  their  huts  on  the  ice  close 
to  the  ship,  seemingly  disposed  to  enter  into  a  more  intimate  and 
friendly  communication  with  the  crew.  In  some  respects,  how« 
ever,  this  unexpected  display  of  a  desire  to  increase  the  intimacy 
between  the  two  parties,  was  by  no  means  satisfactory  or  agree- 
able to  Capi«  Ross,  for  although  he  had  no  objection  to  receive 
tbem  as  occasional  visitors,  he,  on  no  account  coveted,  a  perma- 
nent acquaintance,  or  did  he  wish  to  have  his  new  friends  al- 
ways eontigiions  to  the  ship.  With  all  their  savage  simplicity 
and  igfaoiance,  they  had  shewn  themselves  in  many  instances 
to  be  most  dexterous  thieves,  and  as  they  had  now  settled 
tliMsselves  almost  under  the  very  bows  of  the  ship,  many  oppoc- 
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tunities  Tvould  be  offered  them  of  putting  their  pilfering  dispc^ 
sitions  into  practice,  without  the  means  of  deteeting  them  Some 
parts  of  the  unfortunate  steam  engine  were  still  imbedded  in  the 
ice,  and  many  articles  were  lying  dispersed  on  the  outside  of  the- 
ship,  which  would  form  a  valuable  prize  to  th»  natives,  and 
whichy  there  existed  little  doubt,  would  be  stolen  by  them  on 
the  very  first  opportunity  which  presented  itself.  It  was,  indeed, 
strongly  suspected  by  Capt.  Ross,  as  well  as  by  the  majority  of 
the  crew,  that  the  natives  had  established  themselves  in  their  new 
quarters,  for  no  other  purpose  than  to  carry  on  a  predatory  war- 
fare against  the  moveable  property  of  the  ship ;  for  as  they  must 
nearly,  if  not  wholly,  have  exhausted  their  own  stores  of  cloth- 
ing, and  other  vendible  articles,  no  other  resource*  was  left  in^ 
order  to  enrich  themselves  with  the  hooks,  needles,  old  instru- 
ments, and  broken  pieces  of  iron,  which  appeared  to  them  to  be 
inexhaustible  in  the  Victory^  than  to  station  themselves  in  the 
immediate  vicinity  of  the  ship,  and  help  themselves  to  whatever 
commodity  might  fall  in  their  way,  or  which  their  perseverance 
might  enable  them  to  discover.  It  is  certain  that  Capt.  Ross 
might  attempt  to  remove  the  intruders,  by  informing  them,  that 
as  he  had  formally  taken  possession  of  the  country,  in  the  name 
and  on  behalf  of  his  Britannic  majesty,  they  had  no  right  to  foroft 
a  settlement  in  any  part  of  it,  without  the  express  permission  of 
his  said  majesty,  or  his  representative,  who  was  no  other  person 
than*  Capt.  Ross  himself;  but  the  great  difficulty  presented  it^ 
self  in  making  them  understand  who  his  Britannic  majesty 
was,  or  who  conferred  on  him,  or  on  his  representative,  tho 
right  of  calling  a  country  his  own,  which  had  belonged  to  them, 
and  their  forefathers  ever  since  there  was  a  sun  in  the  heavens, 
an  ox  on  the  land,  or  a  seal  in  the  waters.  This  was  a  difficulty 
which  appeared  to  Capt.  Ross  of  a  very  insuperable  nature :  be 
was  conscious  that  the  fee  simple  of  the  land  was  vested  iu 
the  natives,  and  although  they  had  not  built  their  huts  exactly 
on  Terra  Firms,  but  on  the  ice,  which  might  be  considered 
a  kind  of  neutral  ground,  and,  claimed  by  any  one,  who  might 
feel  a  disposition  to  become  the  proprietor  of  so  extensive  a 
territory ;  yet  he  was  not  a  jurist  sufficiently  learned  in  the  law 
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of  property.astodetermiTieby  what  means  the  intruding  occupiers 
coutd  be  ejected.  Capt.  Ross  had  certainly  One  law  on  his  side, 
which,  says  that  if  A  nuisance  conies  to  a  man,  and  he  can  prove 
it  to  be  such,  that  the  individual' or  individuals  so  brioging  that 
nuisance,  are  bound  to  remove  it  under  a  penalty  for  all  damages, 
which  may  accrue,  on  account  of  the  coiitinuan'cjB  pf  the  nutn 
sance — ^thiit  a  bmily  of  thieving  Esquimaux  were  a  direct  aii^ 
positive  nuisance  m  the  vicinity  of  an'EngKsh  ship  vvould  not 
require  the  eloquence  of  a  Brougham  or  a  Scarlett  to  prove;  but 
4h0  great  and  important  question  presented  itself  to  the  vigilant 
oonsideratioa  bf  .Capt,  Ros$.  by  what  manner  he  could  make 
tfatr  laws  of  England  applicable  to  the  particular  state  of  society 
'of  the  Esiquimaux  people,  and  niake  them  at  once  sensible,  that 
they  were  a  most  intolerable  nuisance,  and  therefore  ought  to 
he  relnoted,  if  n6t  by  equitable  means,  then  by  the  direct  inter- 
.^  .ference  of  the  irresistible  arm  of  the  law. 

These  were  all  matters  of  weighty  consideration  with  Capt. 
'^RoiM,  as  he  sat  over  his  hippocrene  in  his  cabin,  and  like  a  good 
jaad  virtiious  ruler,  pondered  on  the  means  to  be  adopted  by 
-which  the  happiness  and  prosperity  of  those  under  him,  could 
.be. augmented  and  confirmed.  He  carried  in  his  remembrance 
.the  0ecoQd  verse  of  the  chapter  in  the  bible,  which  had  been  read 
^on  the  preceding  Sunday,  for  the  edification  of  bis  crew^  al- 
though the  contents  of  the  other  verses  had  by  some  means 
slipped  through  his  memory, — which  verse  goeth  on  to  state, 

'*  When  the  righteous  are  in  authority,  the  people  rejoice;  but 
when  the  wicked  beareth  rule,  the  people  mourn."^ 

Therefore  was  he  determined  to  prove  syllogistically  that  he 
was  a  righteous  man,  by  an  immediate  attempt  to  remove  the 
Dttisance,  which  threatened,  with  such  a  serious  aspect  to  dis- 
*turb  the  happiness,  and  injure  the  interests  of  those,  over  whom 
he  was  appointed  ruler.  Thus  was  the  syllogism  formed  in  the 
,c^l|in  of  the  Victpiy. 

Tbt  peopU  rcjoloe  wImii  the  righteoni  are  In  authority^ 

The  people  under  the  authority  of  Capt.  Ko9n  rejoice. 

Iff  go.  Cape  Roes  is  a  righteous  man. 
*     •    « 
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If,  however,  Capt.  Ross  had  one  point  in  his  favour,  as  touch- 
ing the  nuisance,  the  Esquimaux  had  nine  in  theirs, — and  thej 
had  obtained  possession,  both  perhaps  (te  jur^  et  de  facto,  (we 
believe  that  to  be  the  jargon  of  the  lawyers,)  of  the  site  of  their 
village,  and  it  was  shrewdiv  hinted  by  one  of  the  oflScers  in  the 
cabin,  that  if  Capt.  Ross  called  upon  them  to  rtiew  by  what 
right  they  built  their  village  within  hail  of  kis  ship,  they  might 
call  upon  him  to  shew  by  what  right  he  had  intruded  himself 
into  their  country,  and  had  filled  his  flour-tubs  with  its  produce^ 
for  which  he  had  only  given  them  in  return,  his  rubbish.  He 
might  indeed  have  talked  to  them  in  high  and  commanding 
language  of  George  the  Fourth — of  Mr.  Barrow  of  the  admiralty 
—of  Mr,  Booth,  his  munificent  patron — of  the  attachment  of 
Lord  Melville  to  him  as  being  one  of  his  own  countrymen— of 
the  power  vested  in  him  to  blow  up  the  whole  of  their  village 
with  his  steam  engine,  that  is,  if  the  steam  engine  had  not 
unfortunately  for  him,  blown  up  itself — of  the  precise  velocity 
of  sound,  which  had  been  ascertained  (not)  by  his  own  power  of 
observation — of  the  true  position  of  the  magnetic  pole— ^nd 
lastly,  of  the  ex€u:t  altitude,  measured  by  himself,  of  the  Croker 
Mountains.  On  all,  or  any  one  of  these  important  subjects,  he 
might  have  edified  and  astounded  the  gaping  natives,  but  not  a 
block  of  snow  would  they  in  consequence  have  removed  from 
their  huts,  or  resigned  to  him  an  inch  of  the  sovereignty  of  their 
country. 

Nevertheless,  the  fear  of  losing  some  part  of  his  property  daily 
by  theft,  arose  ever  and  anon,  in  the  mind  of  Capt.  Ross,  like 
some  malicious  fiend  to  disturb  the  serenity  of  his  midnight  rest ; 
strange  visions  hovered  over  his  heated  imagination,  he  again 
saw  the  wonderful  figure  of  Pooumiyook  rising  from  the  flour- 
tub,  as  the  leader  of  the  gang  of  thieves ;  he  saw  in  his  fancy 
the  remnants  of  his  steam  engine  emancipated  from  their  icy 
prison,  and  carried  away  by  the  mere  force  of  thieving,  to  a 
latitude,  where  they  would  be  made  of  much  greater  use,  than 
they  were  ever  found  to  be,  whilst  on  board  the  Victory :  he  saw 
his  own  flour-tubs  rifled  of  their  contents,  his  schemes  of 
profit  and  speculation,  burst  like  the  South   Sea  bubble,  and 
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not  a  seal  fiikin,  aor  a  pair  of  irowsers  left  to  t«U  bim  of  his 
fornior  ricb^s. 

It  is  an  acknowledged  principle  by  all  Philosopbers  and  Phy- 
sacians,  that  gfreat  ejiU  require  great  powers  of  coanier-aciion  ;•— 
▼iolent  diseases  require  violent  medicines,  and  therefore  a  ^consult- 
ation was  held  in  the  cabin  of  the  Victory,  as  tp  the  most  poUtio 
measoresy  that  could  be  adopted,  under  the  existing  oiroumstances. 
which  threatened  wholly  to  change  the  aspect  of  their  affairs-^ 
to  ihxow  a  disheartening  gloom  over  their  prospects,  and  mate* 
rially  to  alter  the  established  discipline  of  the  ship ;  fo|#n  the 
latter  case,  it  would  be  necessary  to  appoint  an  additional  watcL^ 
particularly  by  nig^t,  in  order  to  keep  a  proper  check  upon  the 
predatory  disposition  of  the  natives. 

The  means  of  prevention  are  generally  commensurate  with  the 
extent  of  the  alarm;  and  therefore  in  order  to  justify  the  prooeed-* 
inspi,  which  were  adopted  on  this  momentous  occasion,  it  will  be 
necessary  to  give  an  accurate  account  of  the  number  of  persons, 
who  had  so  unceremoniously,  and  uuexpectedly  located  themselves 
in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  Victory,  to  the  great  trouble  and 
annoyance  of  its  civilised  inmates. 

The  ohief  subjects  of  the  establishment  of  an  Esquimaux  are 
his  dogs  and  sledges ;  they  are  to  him  what  the  rein-deer  is  to 
the  Laplander,  or  the  camel  to  the  Arabian :  they  constitute  th^ 
dowry  of  his  wife ;  the  inheritance  of  his  children ;  the  instru- 
ments of  his  support,  and  the  principal  objects  of  his  care .  and 
eolicitude.  An  Esquimaux  without  a  dog  and  sledge,  may  be 
ooosidered  in  the  character  of  a  direct  pauper;  he  is  a  kind  of 
dead  weight  upon  the  community,  and  it  is  only  under  peculiar  cir- 
cumstances that  a  character  of  this  kind  is  tolerated  amongst  them ; 
the  law  of  primogeniture  has  no  existence  amongst  the  Esqui- 
manx  ;  for  having  neither  rank,  nor  titles,  nor  dignities,  nor  aris- 
tocratieal  pride  to  support,  they  leave  to  the  civilized  European 
all  the^lories  and  advantages  of  hereditary  birth,  and  look  with 
contempt  upon  those  factitious  institutions,  which  confer  titles  and 
property  i^kmi  a  fool,  merely  because  it  has  pleased  Heaven  to 
•and  him  into  the  world  before  his  brother.  On  the  death  of  the 
father  of  a  family,  his  property  is  divided  amongst  his  childrsn. 

Id  8  b 
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in  equal  proportions,  and  should  any  altercation  arise,  which  is 
very  seldom  the  case,  the  nearest  of  kin  is  called  in,  and  his 
decision  is  considered  final.  It  frequently  happens  that  on  the 
marriage  of  an  Esquimaux  girl>  the  husband  takes  up  his  abode 
with  the  parents  of  his  wife ;  and  in  the  case  of  the  natives,  who 
had  established  themselves  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  Vic- 
tory, one  hut  contained  the  fathei  %nd  mother,  tlieir  married 
daughter  and  her  husband,  with  four  oi  five  children  appertaining 
to  the  latter ;  the  dogs  belonging  to  the  father  amounting  to 
six,  aM  those  of  the  husband  amounting  to  seven,  forming  in 
the  group  an  exhibition  of  savage  life,  which  was  scarcely  to 
be  equalled  amongst  the  wildest  of  the  Indian  tribes.  In  the 
hut  adjoining  to  this  well-tenanted  habitation^  the  interior  of 
which,  for  active  life,  might  be  compared  to  a  bee«hive,  although 
not  quite  so  sweet  and  mellifluous,  resided  the  son  of  the  before- 
mentioned  couple,  who  preferring  the  life  of  a  bachelor  to  that 
of  a  husband,  had,  up  to  his  twenty-sixth  year,  withstood  all 
the  wiles  and  blandishments  of  the  Esquimaux  beauties,  but  by 
whom  he  was,  of  course,  still  considered  as  a  prize  to  be  won,  al- 
though he  obstinately  persisted  in  regarding  them  in  any  other 
light  than  that  of  a  prize,  but  the  direct  contrary,  as  indisput- 
able plagues  and  torments.  It  was,  however,  necessary  that 
Kenneeluyoo,  the  name  of  the  wayward  bachelor,  should  have  an 
individual  within  his  hut,  who  would  attend  upon  his  dog^,  and 
have  his  seal  cutlets  in  readiness  for  him,  on  his  return  from  bis 
hunting  excursions ;  but  those  occupations  could  only  be  per- 
formed by  a  female;  and, certainly,  in  the  refined  and  civilized 
countries  of  Europe,  a  female  fulfilling  a  situation  of  that  kind, 
in  the  hut  of  a  young  bachelor,  would  expose  herself  to  be  at- 
tacked by  all  the  imps  of  calumny,  who  ever  took  upon  them* 
selves  the  office  of  pulling  to  pieces  the  character  of  a  woman. 
It  is,  however,  differently  constituted  amongst  the  Esquimaux , 
Kenneeluyoo  chose  for  his  housekeeper  a  grave,  staid,  demure  and 
discreet  matron,  who  had  fallen  into  the  yellow  leaf  of  widow- 
hood, at  an  early  period  of  her  life ;  and,  who,  for  reasons,  which  it 
were,  in  this  place,  illiberal  to  notice,  never  entered  a  second  time 
into  the  troubles  and  trammels  of  matrimony,  which,  however,  by 
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some  of  the  most  spiteful  of  her  sisterhood  was  alleged  not  to 
have  sprung  from  any  indisposition  of  her  own,  but  from  the  par* 
tiealar  contour  of  her  countenance,  which,  was  perhaps  the  most 
hideous,  that  could  be  formed  of  the  customary  appendages  of  the. 
human  face,  eyen  if  ingenuity  had  been  exhausted  in  placing 
them  in  the  most  grotesque  position,  which  the  most  exuberant 
imagination  could  devise.  At  her  birth,  she  had  the  name  of 
Nakkoawoke  bestowed  upon  her,  the  interpretation  of  which  is 
''  squint  she  does ;""  and  therefore  as  calumny  is  the  loudest, 
where  the  beauty  of  the  female  is  the  greatest,  according  to  that 
ratio,  detraction  never  ought  to  have  sullied  with  its  pestiferous 
breath  the  immaculate  character  of  Nakkoowoke,  Let  it  not,  how- 
ever, be  supposed  that  the  absence  of  personal  beauty  implies 
the  absence  of  moral  worth  ;  on  the  contrary,  accbrding  to  Euro- 
pean experience,  we  frequently  find,  that  nature,  in  order  to 
make  some  amends  for  her  unnatural  freak,  in  withholding  from  a 
female  every  feature  that  has  the  slightest  claim  to  beauty,  h&s 
bestowed  upon  her  moral  and  intellectual  character,  every  noble 
property  and  virtue,  which,  in  their  general  practice,  have  a  ten- 
dency to  exalt  and  adorn  a  human  being.  A  poet  of  high  renown 
has  said, 

"  That  beauty  and  Tirtue  are  Ibe  samcK 
And  goodnaM  dwells  with  botb,"^ 


It  may  have  been  so  in  the  golden  age,  or  in  the  fields  of 
Arcadia,  or  perhaps  it  may  be  so  in  Heaven,  but  this  we  know, 
that  if  the  poet  intended  his  sentiments  to  apply  to  the  world 
as  it  is  now  constituted,  or  has  been  constituted  since  the  times 
<rf  Helen  of  Troy,  or  of  Messalina  of  Rome,  he  may  be  consider* 
ed  as  having  spoken  one  of  the  greatest  falsehoods,  which  ever 
eme^ed  from  the  pericranium  of  a  poet.  It- would  be  most 
unjust  and  illiberal  to  say  that  beauty  and  virtue  are  not  to  be 
found  as  co-existing  in  the  same  person,  but  our  hair  has  not 
grown   grey,   without   having  arrived   at  the   experience  thai 
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betuty  18  more  often  the  cause  of  the  loss  of  Tirtue,  than  the 
means  of  preserving  its  immaculacy. 

Sterne  has  said  that  he  could  draw  a  moral  from  the  knock- 
ing of  a  teopenny  nail  with  a  hammer,  although  we  candidly 
confess  our  inability  to  discover  where  to  look  for  it,  but  we 
have  taken  an  opportunity  of  deducing  a  moral  from  the  domes* 
tic  arrangements  of  an  Esquimaux  bachelor,  which  we  hope 
will  not  be  lost  upon  those  of  our  fidr  country-women,  whose 
mirrors  have  reflected  the  beauty  of  their  countenance,  and 
let  them  carry  with  them  the  conviction,  that  beauty  unless 
attended  by  her  twin  sister  virtue,  assumes  a  hideoiM  aspect, 
and  rather  than  be  considered  a  blessing,  it  should  be  looked 
upon  as  one  of  the  greatest  evils,  with  which  heaven  could  af« 
flict  them. 

Had  the  colony  of  the  Esquimaux  oonsbted  only  of  the  deco* 
rous,  and  well-behaved  persons  already  mentioned ;  the  slunriiers 
of  Capt.  Ross  would  have  run  no  risk  of  being  broken  in  upon 
by  the  intrusive  visits  of  the  midnight  marauders;  the  remnants 
of  his  steam  engine  might  have  quietly  submitted  themselves  tu 
the  process  of  corrosion  by  rust,  without  the  fear  of  being  meta« 
morphosed  into  blubber  bowls  and  drinking  cups,  by  the  inge«^ 
nuity  of  the  natives ;  the  tubs  cranmied  with  jackets,  hoods^ 
trowsers,  mittens,  boots,  and  slippers  might  have  remained 
undisturbed  in  the  hold,  in  social  fellowship  with  each  other ; 
the  discipline  of  the  ship  might  have  been  carried  on  according 
to  the  system  hitherto  adopted,  nor  would  the  rubicundity  of 
the  countenances  of  the  associates  of  the  Victory's  cabin  been 
so  suddenly  changed  to  the  ghastly  paleness  of  fear  and  tribu- 
lation. 

It  was,  however,  written  in  the  book  of  fatoy  (but  those,  who 
wrote  it,  could  not  have  had  any  regard  for  the  feelings  of 
Capt.  Ross,  nor  the  slightest  eommisseration  for  the  situation 
into  which  their  indiscreet  measure  so  lamentably  impelled  him,) 
that,  amongst  the  settlers  on  the  ice,  there  were  four  individuab, 
who,  if  their  characters  for  integrity  and  probity  were  to  be 
estimated  according  to  their  physiognomy,  might  be  supposed 
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to  be  as  deficient  in  those  virtues  as  an  English  bishop  in  hiuni* 
lity — a  courtier  in  sincerity-^a  nun  in  chastity — or  an  author 
in  riches.  It  might  have  been  supposed  that»  from  the  time 
when  Ciipt.  Ross  left  **  the  heatb-^covered  mountains  of  Scotia/' 
to  that  most  auspicious  moment  of  his  life,  when  he  found  him- 
self Commander  of  the  Victorj  in  Felix  Harbour,  the  experience 
mu8t>  at  some  particular  period  of  that  time,  have  burst  upon 
him,  that  a  more  fallacious  criterion  of  the  intrinsic  goodness 
and  virtue  of  an  individual  cannot  be  consulted,  than  the  ibrm 
of  visage,  with  which  it  has  pleased  nature  to  endow  him ;  but 
notwithstanding,  that  the  truth  of  that  position  amounts  to  al 
most  proverbial  validity,  jet  there  are  very  few,  who  are  not 
regulated  by  it  in  their  estimation  of  the  character  of  the  indi- 
vidual, with  whom  he  is  suddenly  thrown  into  contact,  and  who 
does  not  in  soise  measure  regnhtto  his  conduct  according  to  the 
opinion,  which  he  may  then  have  prematurely,  and  unjustly 
formed*  The  four  ilUfitvoured  Esquimaux  had  no  sooner  pre- 
sented themselves  before  Capt.  Ross,  than  in  his  own  mind,  he 
determined  them  to  be  consnmmate  thieves,  and  that  they  had 
Uke  the  gypsies,  pitched  their  dwelling  in  his  vicinity,  as  hold- 
ing out  the  greatest  prospect  of  carrying  on  their  buccaneering 
exploits  to  the  utmost  profit  and  advantage.  It  was  in  vain  to  tell 
him  that  their  peculiar  physiognomy  was  as  natural  to  them,  as 
red  hair  and  high  cheek  bones  were  to  the  natives  of  his  own  coun- 
try ;  it  was  a  direct  loss  of  time,  to  expostulate  with  him  on  the 
injustice  and  impropriety  of  holding  a  man  to  be  a  thief,  before 
be  had  given  some  distinct  proofs  that  the  character  really  be- 
longed to  him  ;  and  further,  that  as  he  professed  to  be  a  christ* 
ian,  it  was  acting  in  a  most  unchristian-like  manner,  to  mete 
OMi  his  judgement  according  to  any  other  principle  than  that, 
in  which  he  should  wish  that  judgement  should  be  meted  out 
to  him.  These  arg^uments  might  have  been  considered  as  some- 
what worthy  of  attention,  but  they  all  yielded  to  the  prejudice, 
which  he  had  imbibed,  and  to  the  irrevocable  opinion  which  he 
bad  formed,  that  the  four  Esquimaux  were  the  canaille  ef  tlieir 
s,  and  in  the  depth  of  their  degeneracy  had  just  selected 
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him,  amongst  the  infinite  number  of  huRian  bipeds^  that  crawk 
upon  the  earth,  to  be  the  victim  of  their  licentious  and  thievish 
propensities. 

Whatever  faults  or  national  follies  may  be  imputed  to  the 
sons  of  Caledonia,  there  is  bo  one^  who  has  lived  amongst  them, 
or  who  has  been  entangled  in  any  transactions  vrith  them,  but 
will  give  them  credit  for  a  display  of  caution,  which  renders  it 
the  eighth  wonder  of  the  world,  that  a  Scotchman  was  ever 
cheated  in  his  life  ;  at  all  events,  it  must  be  admitted  that  that 
man  deserves  the  character  of  a  skilful  tactitian,  and  a  direct 
clever  rogue,  who  ever  succeeded  in  accomplishing  that  object ; 
nevertheless,  with  that  laudable  disposition,  that  we  have  so  fre- 
quently and  strikingly  displayed  of  putting  the  most  &vorable 
construction  on  th^  actions  of  the  Commander  of  the  Victory, 
we  cannot  in  this  instance  withhold  from  him  the  merit  of  oui 
approbation  for  the  extreme  caution,  which  he  displayed  in  his 
conduct  towards  the  suspicious  Esquimaux,  for  he  only  followed 
the  salutary  maxim  of  that  keen  observer  of  human  character, 
Rochefoucauld,  who  says,  Que  e'est  mieux  d'etre  detrampe  par 
no8  amis,  que  trompe^,  which  may  be  anglicised,  that  it  is 
better  to  be  undeceived  by  the  Esquimaux,  than  to  be  deceived 
by  them. 

It  must  not  however  be  supposed— but,  it  is  impossible  to 
•ay  to  what  length  the  imagination  of  some  persons  may  carry 
them — that  the  Victory  was  put  in  a  state  of  siege  ;  that  the 
guns  were  shotted,  grape  and  canister ;  that  double  watches 
were  put  upon  the  gangways,  and  that  the  armourer's  forge 
blazed  throughout  the  night  in  preparing  the  weapons  of  defence 
against  the  attack,  that  was  anticipated;  however  a  council 
was  sununoned  to  meet  in  the  cabin  of  the  Victory,  to  take 
into  consideration,  the  danger  to  which  the  lives  and  property 
of  the  crew  were  exposed,  and  to  deliberate  upon  the  most 
prompt  and  efficacious  means,  that  could  be  adopted,  to  avert 
the  ruin,  which  impended  oyer  them.  It  was  the  opinion  of 
Capt.  Ross,  being  first  called  upon  to  state  his  sentiments  on 
the   subject,   that   t/   the  Victory  could  be  removed  ta 
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ether  station,  no  matter  in  what  direction  of  the  compass  that 
station  might  be,  a  remedy  would  at  once  be  found  for  the  evil ; 
for,  it  was  not  probable,  that  the  Esquimaux  would  take  the  trou- 
ble of  removing  their  goods  and  chatties  to  a  considerable  dis- 
tance, merely  for  the  purpose  of  being  in  the  immediate  vici- 
city  c^  the  ship,  unless  indeed  their  designs  were  of  a  most 
desperate  and  villainous  character.  Not  a  dissentient  voice  was 
raised  to  the  truth  of  these  observations,  but  on  Mr.  Thoms 
being  called  upon  to  deliver  his  opinion,  he  unequivocally  de- 
clared, that  the  removal  of  the  Victory  to  another  station  was 
a  most  judicious  plan,  if  it  could  be  carried  into  execution,  but 
that  be  recommended  a  more  easy  and  feasible  one,  which  was^ 
the  removal  of  the  huts  of  the  Esquimaux,  and  this  could  be 
most  easily  and  legally  carried  into  effect,  for  as  they  had  con- 
stroeted  their  huts  upon  the  land  which  Capt.  Ross  had  taken 
possession  of,  in  the  name  and  on  the  behalf  of  his  Britannic 
majesty,  the  Esquimaux  ought  to  be  made  to  pay  the  forfeit  of 
their  indiscretion  in  building  their  huts  on  the  land  which  did 
not  belong  to  them«  by  having  the  said  huts  burnt  to  the  ground. 
As  our  €hiUic  neighbours  would  express  themselves,  there  was 
here  a  strong  sensation  manifested  both  on  the  right,  the  left 
and  the  centre,  for  it  confounded  the  intellects  of  some  of  the 
members  of  the  council,  to  ascertain  in  what  manner  a  hut  of 
snow  could  be  burnt  to  the  ground.  However  Mr.  Thoms 
immediately  explained,  that  he  had  certainly  expressed  his 
opinions  rather  hyperbolically,  but  having  finished  his  education 
at  the  University  of  St.  Andrews,  where  it  was  once  the  cus- 
tom to  indulge  in  all  kinds  of  tropes,  metaphors,  and  figures, 
which  had  not  the  slightest  relation  nor  affinity  to  the  subject 
under  discussion,  he  had  inadvertently  transgressed  the  laws 
which  Aristotle  had  laid  down,  as  the  guide  for  all  orators  and 
rhetoricians.  He,  however,  hesitated  not  to  confess  that  he 
had  certainly  expressed  himself  rather  figurativelv,  but  his  real 
meaning  was,  that  the  huts  of  the  Esquimaux  should  be  so  per- 
forated by  a  few  balls  from  their  brass  six-pounders,  as  to 
allow  all  the  winds  of  heaven  to  pass  through  them,  and  by 
those  means  render  them  so  uninhabitable,  that  they  would 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


976  LAST  VOTAOB  OF  OAVT.  ROM. 

be  obliged  tp  re^coostniet  their  babitaiions  ia  «  aafei  and  moM 
distant  quarter* 

On  Commander  Roes  being  called  npon  to  delifer  his  senti* 
ments,  an  attention  Was  obtenrable  amongst  the  anditors,  simi* 
lar  to  that,  whieh  was  observed  when  a  Canning  or  a  Mackintosh 
rose  to  address  the  House  of  Commons.  He  began  by  stating^ 
that  he  dissented  in  Mo  from  the  plans  proposed  by  the  two 
former  speakers,  as  the  irstwas  dependent  on  a  contingency 
which,  under  the  present  ciroumstances  could  not  possibly  be 
brought  into  effect,  and  the  second  was  (bunded  upon  premises^ 
which  were  decidedly  erroneous.  It  was  true,  that  the  Com* 
mander  of  the  Victory,  as  in  the  case  of  ail  former  navigators 
who  had  visited  unknown  countries,  had  very  properly,  and  as 
in  duty  bound,  taken  possession,  aoeording  to  the  accustomed 
form  of  planting  the  standard  of  Great  Britain  on  a  lump  of  snow, 
of  all  the  territory  within  any  certain  degree  of  longitude,  that 
might  hereafter  be  determined  upon,  by  commissioners  ap* 
pointed  for  that  purpose. 

So  far  the  Commander  of  the  Victory,  as  the  representative, 
for  the  time  being,  of  his  Britannic  majesty,  was  the  reputed 
sovereign  of  all  the  land,  and  territories,  of  which  be  bad  taken 
possession,  with  all  rights,  powers,  privileges,  and  immuni* 
ties  to  treat  the  natives  theraof,  as  the  people  of  a  conquered 
country.  Respecting  the  latter  point,  he  would  not  now  stop 
to  discuss  the  question,  as  it  must  be  well  known  to  all  present, 
the  exact  soode  of  treatment  which  has  been  adopted  towards 
them  (Asor,  hear,  from  Capt,  Ross.)  It  is,  however,  allowed 
that  there  is  not  a  country,  which  fulfils  its  treaties  and  en«- 
gagements  with  greater  fikith,  scrupulousness  and  honor,  than 
England,  except  in  those  cases,  where  it  is  found  to  be  her  con- 
venience and  interest  to  infringe  them  ;  and  therefore  in  tho  pre- 
sent instance,  it  certainly  might  be  admitted,  that  their  worthy 
commander  bad  become  possessed  de  facto  of  the  right  and 
power  to  exercise  his  control  over  those  natives,  who  might  com- 
mit any  abuses  upon  the  kind,  of  which  he  had  taken  fonaal  pos- 
session ;  but,  had  he  been  present  at  the  time,  when  the  ceremony 
of  taking  possession  was  performed,  he  would  have  called  the 
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attention  of  bis  Britannic  majesty's  deputy  to  a  very  serious 
omission,  which  was  then  committed,  and  which  consisted  in 
forgetting  to  take  possession  of  the  ice,  as  well  as  the  land,  and 
to  which  gross  and  unaccountable  omission  might  be  ascribed  the 
truly  perplexing  embarrassment  in  which  they  were  then  involved. 
Had  the  Esquimaux  built  their  huts  on  the  latid,  then  they 
might  be  dealt  with  as  the  vassals  of  his  Britannic  majesty,  to 
whom  that  land  belonged ;  but  as  they  had  built  their  huts  on 
the  ice»  he  could  not  discover  by  any  law,  which  had  ever  been 
promulgated  by  Orotius  or  Puffendorf,  or  which  had  been  en- 
acted by  the  British  parliament,  by  which  the  new  settlers  could 
be  ejected  from  the  present  place  of  their  abode.  It  is  true,  that 
the  glaring  omission,  which  had  been  committed,  might  in  some 
degree  be  rectified  by  the  assembly  then  present,  proceeding 
with  the  customary  forms,  to  take  possession  of  the  ice  in  the 
name  of  hie  Britannic  majesty;  but  then  they  should  be  involving 
themselves  in  the  dilemma  of  subjecting  the  Esquimaux  to  the 
consequences  of  an  ex  po$t  facto  law ;  which,  it  is  very  probable, 
they  never  could  be  made  to  Comprehend.  He  acknowledged, 
that  the  whole  case  was  beset  with  great  diflSculties;  and  that 
it  required  all  the  talent  and  skill  of  their  commander,  the  full 
possession  of  which  no  one  was  disposed  to  dispute,  in  order  to 
overcome  them,  without  at  the  same  time  compromising  his  own 
character,  and  that  of  his  Britannic  majesty,  as  well'  as  that  of 
the  English  nation  in  general.  Having  therefore  briefly  sUted 
bis  opinion  of  the  inexpediency,  and,  in  some  measure,  the  injus- 
tice of  adopting  the  plan  proposed  by  his  two  honorable  friends,  he 
should  himself  submit  a  proposition  to  them,  whieh  if  carried 
into  efibet,  might  be  the  means  of  bringing  the  business  to  an 
amicable  issue,  and  ultimately  of  removing  the  nuisance,  which 
had  so  suddenly  and  unfortunately  appeared  amongst  them ;  and 
to  which  solely  is  to  be  attributed  the  excessive  degree  of  alarm, 
which  at  this  moment  was  depicted  on  the  countenance  of  our  able 
and  highly  esteemed  commander.  Having,  to  a  certain  degree  ad- 
mitted the  right  of  the  Esquimaux  to  build  their  huts  on  the  ice, 
the  next  important  question  to  be  discussed  is,  the  motive,  which 
could  have  induced  them  to  commit  such  an  extraordinary  aet 
16.  do 
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to  the  ^reat  annoyance  of  a  certain  portion  of  the  subjects  of  hift 
Britannic  majesty,  and  establishing  thereby  an  intimacy  of  rather 
a  closer  nature,  than  is  agreeable  to  the  injured  and  complaining 
party.  A  motive  of  a  very  sinister  and  criminal  character  has 
been  attached  to  them,  but»  as  yet,  there  had  not  been  any  action 
performed  by  them,  to  warrant  the  imputation,  which  had  been 
thrown  upon  them.  It  is  true,  that  some  of  the  party  bore  the 
outward  semblance  and  appearance  of  being  thieves,  but  were 
every  man  to  be  considered  a  thief  who  looks  like  one,  there  are 
perhaps,  a  few  amongst  ourselves,  to  whom  that  odious  character 
would  be  attached. 

Unacquainted^  therefore,  as  we  are  with  the  manners  and  habits 
of  the  people  amongst  whom  we  have  suddenly  appeared^  as  if 
we  had  dropped  from  the  clouds,  it  is  possible  that  on  a  close 
and  impartial  investigation  of  the  business,  we  shall  find  that 
their  establishment  in  our  immediate  vicinity  has  no  reference 
whatever  to  ourselves,  but  to  some  ultimate  object,  which  they  may 
have  in  view,  and  which  may  be  a  part  of  their  regular  mode  of 
action,  although  in  our  opinion,  accompanied  with  suspicion 
and  distrust.  It  is  consequently  my  advice  that  a  deputation 
from  the  assembly,  do  proceed  without  further  delay  to  the 
huts,  and  there  hold  a  palaver  with  the  head  of  the  tribe, 
touching  their  present  and  future  motions,  and  should  not  a 
satisfactory  answer  be  given,  then  to  have  recourse  to  such 
ulterior  proceedings,  as  may  be  deemed  conducive  to  the  pre- 
vention of  any  permanent  injury,  and  to  the  consolidation  cf 
our  future  safety. 

This  plan  was  agreed  to  nemine  contradicenie,  and  the 
proposer,  Mr.  Thoms,  Mr.  Light  and  Mr.  Bninton  the  engineer^ 
were  appointed  of  the  deputation,  to  hold  the  conference  with 
the  chief  of  the  Esquimaux  tribe :  Capt.  Ross  in  the  mean  time 
remaining  seated  in  his  chair,  to  await  their  return,  with  all 
due  solemnity,  after  having  replenished  his  goblet  with  the 
usual  moderate  quantity  of  his  patron's  best  cordial. 

Capt.  Ross  has  been  blessed  by  nature  with  a  deep  and  so- 
norous voicC;  something  between  a  baritone  and  a  bass,  and  in 
bis  lonely  hours  in  the  cabin  of  the  Victory,  where  he  had  nc 
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one  to  delight  or  please  but  himself,   but  eyen,  in  which,  he 
could  not  soraetimes  suceeed,  it  was  frequently  his  custom  to 
amuse  himself  with  chanting  the  staTe  of  a  fttvorite  song,  and  in 
ene  of  the  brightest  moments  of  his  life,  when  he  was  threading 
bis  way  from  the  Admiralty,   to  the  distillery  of  Mr.  Booth, 
in  Whitechapel,  in  anticipation  of  what  there  awaited  him,  he 
heard  the  well  known  parody  to  Neukomn's  matchless  song, 
of  "  the  Sea,  the  Sea,''  beginning  "  the  Gin !  the  Gin  !*" — and  what 
better  opportunity  could  present  itself,  than  during  the  absence 
of  the  deputation,  as  domine  Sampson  would  say,  of  preludis- 
ing  a  little,   and  of  essaying  to  please  himself  by  humming 
OYer  the  spirited  stanzas  of  the  song.     The  nectar  before  him 
being  in  strength  and  sweetness  agreeable  to  his  palate,  he 
placed  his  two  feet  in  the  same  position  in  which  that  clever 
artist  Crowquis,  has  delineated  him  in  Fraser*s  Magazine,  and 
in  his  '^  native  wood    notes   wild,''  warbled  the  welt-known 
song« 

He  had  just  finished  the  third  stanza,  when  the  deputation 
entered 9.  beaded  by  Commander  Ross,  who  delivered  the  follow* 
ing  report.     It  was  with  the  greatest  ease  that  an  audience  had 
been  obtained  of  Arclmaluach,  the  senior  of  the  tribe,  and  an  au- 
dience it  was  in  the  strictest  sense  of  the  word,  for  although  a 
multitude  of  sounds  met  the  ears  of  the  respective  parties,  yet 
scanty  indeed  was  the  quantity  of  meaning,  which  could  be 
extracted  from  them ;  the  KcMooniis  in  becoming  and  respectful 
terms  explained  the  import  of  their  visit,  which  by  the  Esqui- 
majix  was  answenM  by  a  polite  invitation  to  partake  of  a  slice 
of  blubber ;  the  KMoonas  inquired  how  long  they  were  going 
to  remain  in  their  present  position ;  the  Esquimaux  inquired  if 
they  had  about  them,  such  a  thing  as  a  few  fish-hooks ;  the  Ka- 
bloonaa  told  them  that  they  had  taken  possession  of  their  country 
in  the  name  of  George  the  Fourth ;  the  Esquimaux  told  them' 
that  the  seals  began  to  be  very  scarce,  and  thus  it  became  evi- 
dent to  the  members  of  the  deputation,  that  they  were  playing 
at  the  game  of  contraries  with  each  other,  and  that  as  neither 
€i  them  understood  the  language,  which  each  other  spoke,  it 
was  perfectly  the  same,  whether  they  conversed  about  George 
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the  Fourth ;  the  pistou  of  a  slMin  engine ;  the  admeasuremeDt 
of  TagliQni'8  waist ;  or  the  most  approred  method  of  dressing  a 
seal  cutlet.     Jt  has  beea  the  fate  of  maDy  deputations  to  return 
to  those  who.  s^nt  them,  without  accomplishing  the  object  of 
their  mission;  and  no  one  overran  a  greater  risk  of  experiencing 
that  calamity,  than  the  deputation  from  the  Victory.    It,  how- 
ever, occurred  to  Commander  Ross,  to  despatch  Mr.  Light,  the 
steward,  to  the  ship,  for  the  Esquimaux  Vocabulary,  by  means 
of  which,  it  was  confidently  expected,  that  the  desired  informa- 
tion could  be  obtained;  not  were  they  disappointed  in  their 
expectations,  for  by  degrees  it  was  elicited  from  the  natives ; ' 
that  so  far  from  any  intention  on  their  part,  to  make  their  pre- 
sent   residence  a  permanent  one,  it  was  merely  a  temporary 
station  or  stage,  on  their  journey  to  more  distant  quarters.     To- 
wards the  latter  end  of  March,  or  the  beginning  of  April,  the 
great  body  of  the  Esquimaux  who  have  lived  in  community 
during  the  winter,  separate  in  different  tribes,  or  companies, 
some  directing  their  course  to  one  quarter,  and  some  to  another ; 
some  for  the  salmon-fishing,  or  to  be  in  readiness  on  the  break- 
ing up  of  the  frost,  having  an  abundance  buried  in  the  ice 
since  the  preceding  year.    Others  go  away  out  to  sea,  the  inlet 
being  entirely  frozen  over,  in  search  of  seal ;  whilst  others  di- 
rect their  course  inland,  in  quest  of  musk  oxen,  or  rein-deer ; 
and  about  the  month  of  September  they  all  meet  again,  at  a 
place  called  J^Tichilli,  there  to  pass  their  dreaiy  winter. 

The  party,  which  had  been  the  cause  of  so  much  apprehen- 
sion to  the  Commander  of  the  Victory,  on  account  of  their  lo- 
cating themselves  so  near  to  the  vessel,  were  ou  their  journey 
inland  in  search  of  rein-deer ;  and  as  the  construction  of  a  snow 
house  is,  with  these  people,  but  the  labor  of  a  few  hours,  and 
its  value  nothing  at  all  when  it  is  built,  they  consider  their 
removal  from  one  place  to  another,  as  a  matter  of  trifling  mo- 
ment. Their  goods  and  chattels  are  scarcely  sufficient  to  load 
a  sledge,  and  can  all  be  packed  up  in  half  an  hour,  with  no 
fear  of  a  landlord,  or  a  tax-gatherer  at  the  door,  to  prevent  their 
removal;  no  sheriff  s  officer  with  his  writ  oi fieri  facias  ever 
intruded  his  odious  visaj^e  within  the  dwelling  of  an  Esquimaux. 
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Free  an  the  air,  that  "  chartered  libertine/*  the  world  appears 
as,  if  it  were,  given  to  htm,  to  roam  whithersoever  his  iSemcy  leads 
him,  or  his  wants  impel  him.  A  stranger  to  all  the  delights 
and  pteasnree  of  loeal  attachments,  he  scarcely  knows  the  mean- 
ing of  those  endearing  words,  ''  my  home,"  for  the  dwelling  of 
to-day  is  not  the  dwelling  of  t€>-morrow ;  allied  with  no  pleas- 
ing associations;  with  no  remembrances^ which  have  caUed forth 
the  affections  of  his  heart,  and  which  are  entwined  around  it  as 
the  links  of  a  chain,  which  is  never  to  be  broken,  but  by  death; 
with  no  flowers  that  he  has  reared  ;  no  tree  that  be  has  planted, 
which  in  happier  climes,  and  to  more  iavored  beings,  ais  as 
the  silent  monitors  of  juvenile  happiness,  or  which  have  ob- 
tained a  value  in  oar  eyes«  as  having  been  planted  by  a  hand 
that  once  was  dear  to  us ;  to  these  and  all  such  heavenly  feel- 
ings, which  sublimate  our  nature,  and  bring  us  nearer  akin  to 
higher  spirits ;  the  semi-animal  of  the  hyperborean  regions,  is 
an  entire  stranger;  and  yet,  in  his  breast  glows  in  a  certain  de*« 
gree  the  amor  f  atria,  as  warmly  and  as  ardently  as  in  the 
breast  of  the  natives  of  the  most  favored  climes  of  Europe ; 
but  it  is  a  wise  dispensation  of  Heaven>  that  it  should  be  so;  for 
a  very  flight  knowledge  of  the  physiology  of  man  informs  us, 
that  the  natives  of  the  two  extremes  of  climate,  if  transported 
to  the  opposite  one  in  which  they  were  bred,  would  not  long 
survive  the  change ;  an  Esquknaox  would  perish  cm  the  shores 
of  the  Congo,  and  a  Negro  would  not  long  be  in  existenee 
amid  the  desolate  snows  of  Spitsbergen.  It  is  only  the  men 
and  animals,  which  have  their  centre  of  dominion  in  temperate 
countries,  that  are  capable  of  enduring  the  most  widely  ex- 
tended geographical  distribution.  A  native  of  Britain  can  by 
degrees  naturalize  himself  to  any  climate  of  the  world ;  he  can 
brave  alike  the  most  fiery  breath  of  the  torrid  zone,  and  the 
frozen  climes  of  Baffin's  Bay ;  but  transport  an  Esquimaux  to 
between  the  tropics,  and  his  apparently  hardy  constitution 
would  sink  under  the  enervating  heat. 

It  is   similarly   constituted    with   the  animals,,    for    by  an 
admirable  law  of  divine  benevolence,  all  those  animals,  from 
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the  domestication  and  cutture  of  which,  the  most  widely  spread 
and  essential  adTantage  was  canable  cf  resulting  to  the  human 
race,  have  been  created,  and  retained  the  natural  inmates  of 
the  temperate  regions  of  our  giobe ;  white  those  again,  the 
general  distribution  of  which,  would  ha  *e  been  regarded  rather 
as  a  curse  than  a  blessing,  haye  been,  with  a  few  exceptions, 
rendered  the  invariable  inmates,  either  of  the  hottest  or  the 
coldest  climes.  Were  a  tiger  oon^'eyed  from  the  jungles  of 
^ropical  Asia,  to  the  shores  c*  Boothia  or  the  steppes  of  Siberia, 
how  soon  would  he  lose  his  gigantic  strength  and  ferocious 
Ttgor ;  or  were  a  polar  bear  transferred  from  lus  bleak  eternity 
of  floating  icebergs,  to  a  sultry  island  of  the  Indian  Archipe* 
lago,  how  speedily  would  the  surly  savage  cease  to  create  any 
alarm.  The  spirit  of  the  same  observation  might  be  applied 
to  much  more  serviceable  animals,  which,  however,  not  being 
natives  of  temperate  countries,  are,  for  that  very  reason,  in* 
capable  of  being  rendered  useful  in  the  most  extensive  and 
therefore  hightest  degree.  We  may  adduce  as  examples,  the 
rein-deer  and  dromedary;  the  former  of  which  the  wander* 
ing  Bedouin  of  the  desert,  would  as  soon  attempt  to  rear  amic^ 
the  shifting  sands  of  Arabia,  as  the  Nomadian  of  the  northv. 
would  the  latter,  in  the  cold  and  lofty  plains  of  Finmark  oi 
Norway. 

The  month  of  March  closed  auspiciously,  as  regards  the 
weather,  but  not  the  slightest  alteration  had  taken  place  in  the 
position  of  the  ice. 
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7%«  folhmng  is  ike  scale  of  the  Temperature  of  the  air ,  hy 
tilt  Tliermometer  for  the  month  of  March,  1830 
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The  operations  of  the  sailors^  in  the  beginning  of  April,  were 
chiefly  confined  to  clearing  away  the  banking  of  snow,  and 
building  a  snow-house  as  a  shed  for  the  thermometer.  On  the 
3d,  the  Esquimaux  came  from  the  huts  to  the  eastward,  and 
brought  a  seal,  the  weight  of  which  was  235  tbs.  ;  they  re- 
ceireda  file  in  return,  with  which  they  were  highly  pleased. 

After  divine  service  on  Sunday  the  4th«  a  number  of  Esqui- 
maux came  to  the  ship  from  the  north,  two  of  whom  were  going 
to  some  place  at  a  distance,  where  they  had  left  their  canoes  on 
the  setting  in  of  the  winter.  This  was  an  opportunity  not  to 
be  lost  by  Commander  Ross,  of  examining  that  part  of  the 
country  where  the  canoes  were  left ;  especially  as  it  was  to  the 
westward,  where  the  solution  of  the  important  question  of  an 
open  sea  might  perhaps  be  solved.  It  was  determined,  that  the 
two  Esquimaux,  who  were  going  for  the  canoes,  should  renr»ir« 
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in  the  ship  during  the  night;  and  that  Commander  Ross,  with 
Blankey  the  mate,  should  start  at  an  early  hour,  on  the  (oU 
lowing  morning.  The  names  of  the  Esquimaux  were  OoUoQ^ 
raiak,  the  same  personage  whose  wife  had  purloined  his  born 
basin,  and  Alwak]  the  former  about  2*2  and  the  latter  about  19 
years  of  age.  According  to  custom,  one  of  the  crew  read  the 
bible  to  Capt.  Ross,  in  the  evening,  and  the  two  Esquimaux 
formed  part  of  the  congregation.  Edification,  instruction,  or 
amusement,  however,  being  wholly  out  of  the  question  with  the 
two  new  members,  they  followed  the  example  of  some  of  the 
members  of  other  congregations ;  and  considering  that  they  had 
a  long  and  fatiguing  journey  before  them,  they  thought  they 
could  not  employ  their  time  more  advantageously  than  in  taking 
a  senik,  not  knowing  how  long  the  business  which  was  then 
transacting,  might  continue.  Scarcely,  however,  had  they  rolled 
themselves  up  in  a  comfortable  posture,  than  the  reader  had  ar- 
rived at  the  end  of  the  chapter,  and  the  congregation  broke  up. 
The  steward  took  upon  himself  the  office  of  introducing  the 
strangers  to  their  berths  for  the  night,  but  not  until  be  had  sa- 
tisfied their  appetites  with  a  baked  piece  of  seal,  which  weighed 
9|tbs.  before  being  put  into  the  oven.  This  quantity  was,  how 
ever,  demolished  by  iu«9  iwo  gluttons ;  and  it  was  the  firm  be- 
lief of  the  steward,  that  had  there  been  three  or  four  pounds 
more,  they  would  have  been  devoured,  for  not  a  particle  of  the 
9Ibs.  was  left  on  the  wooden  platters  from  which  they  took  their 
meal,  and  which  they  afterwards  licked  ao  clean,  that  the  pioeees 
of  washing  them  scarcely  appeared  to  be  necessary.  The  steward 
put  his  visitors  to  bed  at  9  o^ciock;  it  being  a  charge  to  which 
he  did  not  testify  any  great  partiality,  on  account  of  the  reapon- 
sibility,  which  was  attached  to  it;  for  he  had  not  forgotten  the 
handy  tricks  of  Poowutyook ;  nor  could  he  leave  the  stiaagera 
a  moment  by  themselves,  from  the  well-founded  fear,  that 
something  would  find  its  way  into  their  capacious  trowters, 
which  did  not  belong  to  them,  and  for  the  loss  of  which  ha 
might  perhaps  be  made  accountable.  He  had  also  received 
instructions  to  pack  up  some  provisions  sufficient  for  the  maini 
tenance  of  Commander  Ross  and  the  mate,  on  their  approaehing 
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todr :  it  was  also  nc^cessary  to  provide  an  extra  quantity  for  the 
two' Esquiimtix,  who  certainly  would  not  be  great  consumers  of 
Eilropean  viands,  provided  a  seal  could  be  killed  on  the  journey, 
moA  not  b&ing  very  particular  whether  it  Wae  dressed  or  taw,  nb 
gMti  anxiety  was  felt,  as  to  the  manner  mr  the  means,  by  which 
their  stthsisten^e  could  be  obtained.  The  Esquimaux  in  their 
mii^toiy  traveh  are  entirely  dependent  upon  chance  (of  their 
support,  although  they  have  in  particular  places  therir  stow-holes 
ot  iMganfaes,  where  a  supply  of  food  to  any  extent  can  be 
obtained,  and  which  ave  a  kind  of  comiiiiiB  property,  from  which 
amy  of  the  tribe  that  are  hi  need,  may  extract  what  quantity  they 
please.  In  fegard  to  the  provision  that  was  made  for  the 
mamtebanoe  of  the  ElsqUim&ux,  there  was  very  little  difference 
shown  between  ^em  and  the  do^s,  in  fact,  they  both  sitbsisted  on 
the  same  kind  of  food,  and  might  have  eaten  together  out  of  the 
same  trough,  without  the  human  biped  thinking  himself  in  the 
least  degraded^  by  eating  m  common  with  the  canine  quadruped. 
The  support  of  the  travelling  establishment  of  Commander  Ross, 
was  however  a  siriij^ct  of  serious  consideration,  for  it  consisted 
in  all  of  four  hnman  beings,  and  fourteiDn  dogs ;  seven  being 
harnessed  to  one  sledge,  containing  Commander  Ross,  and  the 
ether  aeten  to  another  sledge,  containing  l^ankey  the  mate; 
the  EsquiDiaux  trudging  by  the  side>  as  if  disdaining  t^o  ease 
and  luxury  of  the  gliding  vehicle. 

To  those  unaccustomed  to  the  motieto,  the  tfaveUing  in  a 
dedge  is  by  no  means  a  task  of  easy  acoomptishinent,  for,  i<f 
frequently  happens  that  even  tho«e,  vi^ho  ha'V^  been  itiur^  to  it' 
from  their  infancy  are  thrown  out,  although  there  is  little  risk 
attending  it  of  a  broken  neck,  or  a  dislocated  limb  ;  the  only 
casualty  likely  to  occur^  being  a  slight  eoatusibn  by  coming  into 
oontitct  with  a  rugged  piece  of  ice,  which  is  gefieratly  the  cause 
of  the  sledge  been  overthrown.  The  sledge  of  the  Lapland^ 
and  the  Esqmmaux  di^s  in  this  respect,  that  the  former  is  so 
ooDStnioted  that  the  person  driving  cannot  be  thrown  out,  ae  it 
is  completely  covered  in  at  the  top,  with  the  excerption  of  a  small' 
bole  or  aperti*e  sufficiently  largo  to  admit  the  body  in  a  sitting 
posture,  the  lower  limbs  occupying  the  fore  part  of  the  sledge/ 
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and  80  completely  covered  as  to  defy  the  rigour  oF  the  frost.   The 
sledge  of  the  Esquimaux  is  however  completely  open,  and  in  its 
construction  is  well  calculated  for  travelling  on  a  smooth  surface 
of  snow,  but  when  the  road  is  interrupted  by  frequent  projections 
of  ice,  or  that  the  surface  presents  any  of  those  inequalities, 
which  must  be  the  inevitable  consequence  of  a  rocky  country, 
skilful  indeed  must  be  the  individual,  who  can  retain  his  seat,  or 
who  can  so  adjust  the  equilibrium  of  his  body,  as  to  make  it 
yield  to  the  numerous  inclinations,  which  the  ruggedness  of  the 
road  occasions.     It  must  also  be  taken  into  consideration,  that 
tractable  and  docile  as  the  dogs  may  be,  they  cannot  all  of  them 
be  made  to  stop  on  a  sudden,  like  the  horses  in  a  stage  coach, 
and  therefore  the  driver,  if  he  be  not  actually  thrown  out  into  the 
snow,  runs  some  risk  of  being  dragged  a  considerable  distance 
before  he  can  persuade  his  animals  by  threats  or  entreaties  to 
stop  their  course.     Capt.  Franklin  on  passing  the  Great  Slave 
Lake,  measured  his  length  several  times  on  the  ice/  but  an  Esqui- 
maux, like  the  skilful  Jehus  of  the  present  day,  so  humours  his 
body  to  the  motion  of  his  sledge,  that  his    overthrow  very 
seldom  takes  place,  for  although  his  body  may  at  times  form  an 
angle  of  45^  with  the  horizon,  yet  he  possesses  by  practice  the 
art  of  throwing  the  counterpoise  to  the  other  side,  and  thereby 
preventing  his  ejectment  from  the  sledge.    The  speed  of  an 
Esquimaux  dog  is  on  the  average  six  miles  per  hour,  although 
when  hardly  pressed,  he  has  been  known  to  accomplish  eight, 
and  it  has  been  well  ascertained,  that  a  dog  in  the  continuity 
of  his  speed  will  far  outstrip  a  horse.    The  road  which  Com- 
mander Ross  had  to  travel  on^  was  full  of  ruts  and  ravines,  for 
as  no  Mc'  Adam  had  up  to  that  period  made  his  appearance 
amongst  the  Esquimaux  people,  no  distinct  line  of  road  had  been 
traced  out  from  one  station  to  another,  nor  any  of  the  inequalities 
levelled,  which  endangered  the  lives  of  the  travellers,  or  which 
might  be  the  cause  of  the  fracture  of  a  leg  or  an  arm.     The  com« 
mander  however  made  very  little  progress  without  experiencing 
an  overthrow,  when  Alwak,  setting  aside  the  dignity  of  the 
individual,  whom  he  was  accompanying,  always  burst  out  into 
a  loud  laugh,  and  danced  about,  as  if  he  were  overcome  with  joy 
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Ml  the  occurrence  of  the  accident.  In  fact,  the  risible  disposi- 
tions of  AltDak  appeared  to  be  excited  on  the  most  trivial  occa- 
sions, and  if  the  Esquimaux  could  have  been  induced  to  form 
themselves  into  a  theatrical  company,  Alwak  would  undoubtedly 
have  been  chosen  as  the  most  proper  person  to  fill  the  character 
of  a  clown.  He  had  also  one  of  the  properties  peculiar  to  that 
notorious  personage,  that  he  had  no  particular  respect  for  persons, 
for  Blankey  the  mate  was  often  the  object  of  his  mischievous 
tricks,  and,  in  some  instances.  Commander  Ross  himself  did  not 
escape  them.  Still,  however,  all  his  actions  were  accompanied 
with  such  apparent  good  nature,  and  a  kind  of  uncontrolable 
mirth,  that  instead  of  taking  offence.  Commander  Ross  rather 
encouraged  him  in  his  attempted  buffooneries^  which,  although 
clumsy  and  awkward  in  the  extreme,  brought  many  a  smile  on 
the  countenances  of  the  travellers,  and  tended  in  a  great  degree 
to  enliven  the  dreariness  of  their  situation.  Commander  Ross 
however  found  it  necessary  to  impose  a  check  upon  him  in  one 
respect,  and  that  was  his  frequent  visitations  to  the  store  of 
provisions,  from  which  it  appeared  that  he  considered  himself 
possessed  of  the  right  to  abstract  a  portion,  whenever  his  appetite 
demanded  it,  which  appetite  appeared  like  the  anger  of  the 
Irishman,  to  be  no  sooner  off  than  it  was  on  again,  and  not 
being  very  particular  in  the  choice  of  his  viands,  he  generally 
seized  upon  the  first  object,  that  presented  itself,  and  never 
stopped  until  the  whole  of  it  was  consumed.  There  was  how^ 
ever  something  contradictory  in  his  character,  for  a  greedy  man 
is  generally  a  selfish  one:  this,  however,  was  not  the  case  with 
AltDak,  for  he  not  only  seized  every  opportunity  of  stowing 
away  something  eatable  in  his  own  trowsers,  but  he  contrived 
also  to  slip  some  article  into  those  of  Ooblooraiak,  mak- 
ing his  usual  antics  on  the  occasion,  as  if  he  bad  committed 
a  most  meritorious  deed.  It  sometimes  happened,  that  their 
course  lay  over  such  a  rugged  surface,  that  Commander  Ross 
and  the  mate  were  obliged  to  leave  the  sledges,  and  proceed  on 
foot,  and  on  those  occasions,  where  the  passage  was  attended 
with  any  danger,  be  would  take  Commander  Ross  on  his  back 
and  travel  with  him,  laughing  daring  the  whole  of  the  time. 
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until  all  the  danger  was  overcome.  In  o0e  instance,  how^vef, 
his  love  of  mischief  or  of  fim  carried  him  rather  too  foi,  for 
having  got  Blankey  on  his  back,  as  they  were  descending  a  ri]^ge4 
ilcclivity,  it  struek  Um,  that  the  most  expeditious  method  of 
enabling  his  burthen  to  arrive  at  the  bottom,  was  to  thiow  him 
over  his  head,  and  by  the  force  of  gravity,  force  Mm  in  « 
rotatory  motion  to  reach  the  surface  below.  It  however  fre^ 
qncntly  happens,  that  an  individual  is  caught  in  the  trap  which 
his  dexterity  or  his  cunning  has  prompted  him  to  lay  for  another, 
and  in  the  present  instance,  Alwak  in  attempting  to  disencumber 
himself  of  his  load,  lost  his  own  footing,  and  roIIi|ig  over  and 
over,  he  arrived  at  the  bottom  before  Blf^ukey,  whose  deso^st 
was  impeded  by  a  mound  of  snow,  and  the  laugh,  w^ich  he  had 
intended  for  another,  was  turned  agaiuat  himself. 

It  is  the  current  opinion  amongst  physiologist^,  that  thf 
particular  trait  of  character  known  by  the  appellation  of  bumour, 
is  not  to  be  {bund  amongst  the  savage  tribes  of  the  human  raoet, 
nor  can  it  be  said  to  be  the  effect  of  either  edueatiou  or  CttHwft 
It  is  a  distinct  natural  pioperty,  and  some  men  have  a  grealsr 
aptitude  for  the  enjoyment  of  it  than  others.  It  is  not  every 
one  who  can  even  enjoy  the  humour  of  a  Lbslon  or  a  llatthewSi 
for  from  a  particular  obtuseness  of  mind,  they  are  not  able  to 
discover  in  what  the  joke  consists,  much  less  to  enjoy  the  appli- 
cation of  it.  In  some  respects,  however,  the  character  of  Alwak 
belied  the  opinion  of  the  physiologists,  he  was  in  reality  as 
untutored  savage,  and  yet  there  was  at  times  a  display  of 
humour  about  him,  which,  although,  it  might  he  thrown  away 
upon  his  immediate  associates,  was  highly  relished  by  Com- 
mander Ross,  and  rendesed  him  a  decided  fiivorite.  The 
character  of  OoUooraiak  was  of  a  very  different  calibre ;  a  smils 
was  very  seldom  seen  to  sit  upon  bis  countenanoe,  and  all  the 
attempts  of  Alwak  to  excite  &m  and  merriment  were  met  with 
a  decided  expression  of  contempt,  nor  did  Aiwak  appear  te  be 
ignorant  of  the  real  character  of  bis  companion,  for  he  seldom 
ventured  to  pass  any  of  his  jokes  upon  htm,  and  those,  which 
he  did  pass,  were  obUg^d  to  be  so  softened  down,  tb*t  their 
application  was  scarcely  perceptible. 
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WM9t  Comaftaikder  Robs  was  pursuing  his  sei^lific  researebeft, 
C^f\.  Ross  was  cooalortably  located  m  the  cabin  of  the  yiQiory> 
feceiving  \h^  visits  of  the  Eisquiiioaux,  who  were  looked  for 
feguUrly  evs^y  day,  but  wbo>  so  (ar  from  briogiii^  any  commo^ 
dit^es  %o  saIIj.  were  reduced  almost  tp  a  state  of  positive  starva- 
tion, pi^fti^Hdiurly  the  individuals^  who  had  established  themselves 
in  the  iiamediate  vicinity  of  the  Victory.  The  subsietenee  of 
these  people  depended  entirely  upcfa  their  success  in  the  seal 
fishery,  bt^tt,  for  some  lime,. they  had  no4  been  aUe  to  catch  a 
single  seal,  and  were  therefore  obliged  to  apply  on  board  the 
Victory  for  their  present  maintenanee.  Notwithstanding  on  the 
5tb>  thc^t  it  blew  a  most  trem^fidou^  gale,  accompanied  with 
snow,  the  poor  hu^ry  oreatMres  came  to  the  diip,  impIoriAg  the 
gift  of  some  seal,  as  they,  and  their  children  were  starving : 
this  circumstance  being  reported  to  Capt.  Ross«  he  ordered  a 
sei^)  to  be  thawed  i^nd  skiiined^  fbr  it  must  be  observed  that  tbe 
seals  in  two  hours  after  their  capture  become  as  hard  as  an  anvil, 
froin  the  severity  of  the  frost,  and  cannot  be  applied  to  any  pur- 
pose until  having  undergone  the  process  of  thawing.  The 
Steward  was  instructed  to  teU  the  Esquimaux  to  wait  until  tbe 
feal  could  b^  got  ready  for  them,  but  they  mosil  prebably  did 
^t  midersta^d  bimi  and  with  tbe  most  dejooted  eonnlenances 
directed  their  steps  towards  theit  huta.  Wheft  the  asal  was 
Ti9^y»  tho  steward  repaired  on  deck  to  ^Kslpihnto  tba  food  to  tbe 
lAtives,  but  to  his  great  surprise  found  Aey  had  disparted*  He 
was  however  immediately  despatched  bj  Capt.  Koss  to  bring  the 
iia^vea  ba(sk  again,  and,  with  great  th^nkfufaiess^  they  returned  * 
and  made  a  heaity  meal,  taking  back  with  them  a  sufficiency  te 
Mipply  them  ibr  the  morrow's  sustenance*  During  the  season  of 
wai^t,  one  of  the  women  came  U>  the  ship^  crying  for  food,  brings 
ing  her  grandson,  v^ith  her  and  she  remained  a  length,  of  time 
Imyloidng  with  tho^nauosl  pitiful  countenance  seme  rekief  for  her- 
self, and  her  infant  cbai^.  It  was^  however,  no^  uMi!  a  lapse  of 
some  time,  that  Capt.  Ross  would  give  permis8ion>  for  the  seal 
(o  be  put  before  tbe  fijre  for  the  purpose  of  thawing  it,  but  in  the 
aflLeaioon  another  woman  came  and  brought  four  obitdren  with 
her,  when  their  cries  for  food  were  so  distressing   that  they 
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penetrated  the  heart  of  Capt.  Ross,  and  he  issued  his  orders  to 
Bock  (who  became  afterwards  totally  blind,)  to  skin  a  seal  and 
to  put  it  before  the  fire  to  thaw  ;  but  so  great  was  the  hunger 
of  the  poor  wretches,  that  they  took  the  knife  out  of  Buck's 
hand,  cut  the  seal  open,  and  proceeded  to  carve  up  the 
animal  according  to  their  own  fashion,  giving  their  children 
every  now  and  then  a  slice  to  eat,  reserving  to  themifelves  the 
congealed  blood,  that  was  found  in  the  interior  of  the  caroan, 
and  which  was  frozen  quite  hard.  The  weight  of  the  seal 
previously  to  being  skinned  was  ISOIbs ;  making  the  allowance 
of  401bs  for  the  skin,  the  carcass  on  being  stripped  was  1401b8, 
but  after  the  women  and  their  children  had  satisfied  their  appe- 
tite, the  weight  was  only  112lbs,  which  gives  the  scarcely 
credible  quantity  of  five  pounds  to  each  person,  a  mass,  which 
it  would  be  hardly  imagined,  that  the  most  elastic  stomach 
could  contain.  The  little  urchins  had  so  over-gorged  themselves 
that  their  respiration  seemed  nearly  to  be  stopped,  and  they 
waddled  along,  as  if  they  were  scarcely  able  to  carry  the  load 
that  was  within  them.  The  only  return,  however,  which  Capt. 
Ross  received  for  this  act  of  kindness,  was  the  consciousness  in 
bis  own  breast,  that  he  had  performed  an  act  of  humanity  in 
alleviating  the  wants  of  his  sufiering  fellow  creatures ;  for  so 
far  from  making  any  attempt  to  testify  their  gratitude,  they 
took  their  departure  with  the  utmost  coolness,  giving  the  crew 
to  understand  that  after  a  senik,  they  should  return  to  partake  of 
the  remainder  of  the  seal,  which  they  in  some  degree  considered 
*  to  be  their  own  property ;  for  after  having  satiated  their  appetite, 
they  did  not  wait  for  the  steward  or  Buck  to  dispose  of  the 
remainder,  but  one  of  the  women  lifted  it  from  the  ground,  and 
throwing  it  into  a  corner,  placed  her  broad  arrow  upon  it,  as  it 
it  was  not  to  be  touched  again  until  her  return. 

The  hurricane  continued  during  the  whole  of  the  6th,  and  as 
it  was  attended  with  a  heavy  fall  of  snow,  drifting  in  every  di- 
rection, some  apprehensions  began  to  be  entertained  for  Com- 
mander Ross,  who  was  by  necessity  exposed  to  the  full  violence 
of  the  storm,  without  perhaps  the  possibility  of  finding  a  shelter. 
It  was  agreed  upon,  on  the  departure  of  Commander  Ross,  that  a 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


XJPST    VOYAGE  OF   CAPT.   ROSS.  9bt 

Yocket  should  be  let  off  every  sight  precisely  at  ten  o'clock,  and 
that  two  blue  lights  should  be  kept  continually  burning  at  the 
top  of  the  jury  main-roast,  in  order  to  guide  him  to  the  ship, 
in  case  that  he  should  reach  its  vicinity  during  the  uight«  Ia 
conformity  therefore  with  this  arrangement,  the  rocket  was 
fired  at  10  P.M.,  and  the  blue  lights  hoisted ;  but,  from  the  vio- 
lence of  the  wind,  it  was  found  scarcely  possible  tor  keep  them 
alight ;  a  quarter  of  an  hour  was  the  utmost  that  the  lights 
-could  be  kept  burning,  but  in  the  intervals  of  their  being  re- 
lighted^  a  rocket  was  fired»  which  rendered  it  next  to  iEin  im^- 
f>€»8sibility  that  Commander  Ross,  if  he  had  arrived  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  ship,  should  mistake  his  route. 

It  IS  impossible  to  describe  the  astonishment,  which  sat  upon 
the  countenances  of  the  E^uimaux,  who  had  built  their  huts 
•tontiguous  to  the  ship,  when  the  rocket  ascended.  On  the  first 
night  that  it  was  let  off,  two  of  them  had  returned  from  the 
seal-fishing  without  success,  and  at  the  very  moment  when 
they  had  reached  their  habitation,  the  rocket  went  off,  throw- 
ing a  faint  glare  over  their  huts,  and  giving  to  the  whole  scene 
a  romantic  character,  which  to  their  imtutored  minds,  must  have 
appeared  as  the  work  of  some  most  superior  beings,  and  for 
which  it  was  impossible  for  them  to  assign  an  adequate  cause. 
Ignorance  and  superstition  are  generally  in  close  alliance  with 
each  other,  and  credulity  usually  steps  in  to  complete  the 
trium¥irate.  In  regard  to  the  latter,  Capt,  Ross  had  so  worked 
upon  their  natural  infirmity,  that  they  entertained  the  belief, 
that  he  had  in  some  respects,  the  very  elements  under  his  sub^ 
jection,  and  that  if  it  were  his  gracious  pleasure,  he  could  direct 
them  to  the  very  spot,  where  the  seals  w«re  to  be  caught.  The 
ascent  of  the  rocket  was,  in  their  opinion,  nothing  less  than  a 
messenger  of  fire,  which  Capt  Ross  had  sent  to  some  of  his 
.dependent  spirits-  above,  to  summon  them  to  hia  presence  on 
matters  of  importance;  and  so  strong  is  the  principle  of  self 
engrafted  in  every  human  being,  sage  or  savage ;  that  the  Esqui- 
maux verily  believed,  that  those  matters  of  importance  solely  re- 
lated to  some  affiiirs  connected  with  themselves.  In  verification 
of  the  opinion  which  they  had  formed  of  Capt.  Ross;  on  the 
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inning  rabmqaently  lo  the  firiog  of  the  rocket,  the  E^ttiiAi 
ouneon  boftid  in  quest  of  food,  when  Capt.  Roes,  pointiag  te  n 
lierlicider  direction,  told  them,  that  if  they  would  divtet  IhA 
QGurse  to  that  qwrter,  they  would  infallibly  catch  a  seaU  In 
fall  reliABoe  oa  the  troth  of  this  ^tatem^it,  although  it  theft 
blew  a  heafy  gate,  the  Esqidaiaiiz  departed,  and  by  one  ef 
those  etnnge  coincidences^  on  which  somstuteeii  the  very  late 
flf  a.  hwnaa  being  depends^  a  ^eal  was  in  reality  oaiight,  and 
Capt.  Ross  ever  afterwards  stood  in  their  estimation  as  a  super.- 
natural  being. 

The  stormy  weather  Continued  daring  the  whole  of  the  7ih, 
but  unaccompanied  with  snow;  still,  howerer,  it  iVas  by  no 
■leans  propitious  for  the  objects  of  Commander  Ross'  excursion, 
and  pSESonally  considered  it  was  sufficient  to  daunt  the  stoutest 
heart,  and  to  render  nugatory  the  most  judicious  plans.  Cons* 
mander  Ross  was  aoti  howeyer,  one  of  thdse  chsracters,  who 
are  deterred  from  the  prunecution  of  any  particular  pursuit,  by 
the  first  trivial  obstacle  that  may  present  itself.  There  were 
only  two  points,  which  Commander  Ross  sought  to  attain, 
•ither  complete  sucoees,  or  the  tliorbugh  cooYictian  thiit  il  was 
altogether  unattainable ;  he  was  never  satisfied  with  half  and 
half  measures,  and  as  long  as  a  glimpse  of  success  wai  held 
forth  to  dieer  him  on  his  way,  he  never  loohod  beckwwda  with 
despoadencyi^Hnor  forward  with  despair.  He  was  a  man  ci^ 
oat  by  nature  to  achieve  some  great  woik,  and  we  will  venture 
to  predict,  that  if  the  North  West  Passage  be  ever  discovered* 
that  discovery  will  be  aooomplished  by  CoauBandiBr  Ross. 

The  7th  April  vras  a  memorable  daj  on  board  the  Victory,  as 
on  it  the  fate  of  the  steam  engine  was  decided  upon,  irrevocably^ 
and  unalterably.  A  report  had  been  drawn  up  by  Capt.  Ross, 
stating  the  manifold  advantages,  which  he  had  derived  from  tlie 
use  of  the  engine,  whenever  it  oould  be  made  of  any  ose  at  aJl, 
which  was  to  be  carrmd  to  die  credit  side  of  the  engine,  fcr 
the  examination  and  approbation  of  all  those  cqooernsd,  directly 
or  inditeoUy,  ia  the  rational  project.  UnfiwUmtttelyr  howevnv, 
after  straining  and  stretching  the  memory  to  bring  to  recoUect- 
'  ioti  the  exact  time  and  place,  when  and  where  the  enjoyment 
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ot  the  great  beneits  of  the  engine  took  place,  Capt.  Rofi^  foiind 
himself  in  the  situation  of  the  bankrupt,  who  has  been  racking 
nis  brain  for  some  time  to  invent  a  few  items  for  the  fabricatiou 
of  his  balance  sheets  and  cannot  discover  one,  with  which  he  can 
nope  sucqess&illy  to  impose  upon  his  creditors.  He  certainly 
recollected  that  the  etarboard  and  larboard  paddles  could  scafcely 
ever  be  brought  to  work  together  at  the  same  time ;  therefore,  by 
dividing  the  operations  of  the  two  paddles  under  respective  heads, 
something  like  a  favorable  account  might  have  been  manufac-* 
tured.  But  then,  when  he  began  to  consider  the  debit  side  of 
the  business^  what  an  array  there  presented  itself  before  him ! 
for,  from  the  time  of  their  departure  from  Limehouse,  to  their 
arrival  in  Felix  Harbour,  there  was  Bcarcely  a  day,  with  the  ex^ 
^eption  of  the  31st  June,  and  the  dlst  September,  that  some; 
mishap  or  accident  to  the  engine  was  not  recorded  in  the  log  book. 
Notwithstanding,  However,  the  complete  fiiilure  of  the  engine, 
and  its  total  inaptitude  to  the  navigation  of  the  Polar  seas,  when- 
exposed  to  heavy  ice,  Capt.  Ross  perseveres,  in  his  examination 
before  the  committee  of  the  House  of  Commons,  to  deliver  his 
opinion,  that  steam  navigation  is  perfectly  applicable  in  those 
seas,  although  his  own  experience^  and  that  of  every  one  of  the 
crew  completely  contradicted  it.  The  19Zd  question  runs  thus ; — ' 

How  long  were  you  enabled  to  make  use  of  the  paddle  wheels 
of  your  steamer, after  you  reached  the  heavy  ice? — The  steam- 
engine  gave  way  before  we  reached  the  ice^  We  never  were 
much  among  the  ice  with  it,  but  as  far  as  I  could  judge,  they 
would  answer  uncommonly  well.  They  answered  quite  beyond- 
my  expectation. 

From  your  experience  in  navigating  the  Polar  seas,  do  you 
think  it  possible  to  navigate  those  seas  with  a  steam  boat,  with 
the  paddles  projecting  from  her  side  l^^Far  better  than  in  an\f 
ether  mode. 

,  Are  not  the  paddles  peculiarly  subject  to  damage?— T/i^v^ 
were  peculiarly  constructed  for  tne  purpose,  so  that  1  could  raise- 
them  out  of  the  water  at  pleasure;  one  man  was  sufficient  to 
disengage  the  paddles  entirely  from  the  engine,  and  ratse  it  ou£ 
of  the  water,  and  out  of  the  way  of  pressure  '  f 

17.  8. 
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And  it  was  so  contriTed,  that  you  conceive  steam  to  be  appli- 
cable to  the  propelling  of  vessels  in  the  Polar  seas? — Yes. 

We  are  totally  «t  a  loss  to  conceive  in  wbit  manner  Capt. 
Ross  doi  reconcile  this  evidence  with  the  actual  facts,  whi(^h 
took  place  with  the  engine,  every  one  of  which  goes  to  falsify 
the  opinions,  which  he  expressed  before   the   committee,  and 
which  we  really  think  that  he  never  would  have  uttered,  had 
he  been  aware  that  documents  were  in  existence^  and  that  too 
in  our  own  hands*  by  which  publicity  has  been  given  to  the 
whole  account  of  the  steam  engine,  its  erroneous  constrnctiok, 
und  its  entire  failure.     Was  he  trying  an  experiment  of  how  iaf 
he  could  play  upon  the  credulity  of  the  members  of  the  Com- 
mittee, when  he  declared,  that  the  paddles  answered  quite  be- 
yond bis  expectation ;  at  the  same  time  that  the  truth  was  staring 
him  in  the  lace,  thttt  they  were  not  of  the  slightest  use  to  him? 
He  may  indeed  qualify  his  assertion  hy  the  quibble,  that  he  does' 
not  say  that  his  expectations  were  great,  but  merely,  that  the 
paddies  answered  quite  beyond  them ;  they  might  therefore  have 
been  directly  low  and  contemptible,  and  yet  the  results  have 
far  exceeded  the  expectation,  which  he  had  formed.    We  know, 
that  the  whole  affiiir  of  the  steam  engine  is  a  thorn  in  the  sides 
of  certain  individuals,  and  we  do  -net  hesitate  to  state  that  an 
application  was,  indirectly,  made  to  us  to  pass  over  it  in  a  brief 
and  cursory  manner;  how  far  we  have  thought  proper  to  attend 
to  that  application,  certain  parts  of  our  work  are  well  able  to 
testify;  but  relying, as  we  do,  upon  the  veracity  of  our  informant, 
and  whose  statements  have  %een  corroborated  by  another  party; 
we  declare  that  t^e  opinions  expressed  by  Capt.  Ross  before  the 
committee,  are  directly  at  variance  with  his  own  experience, 
a&d  that  of  the  whole  of  his  crew ;  aoid  further,  that  the  opinion 
of  Cafit.  Ross  is  declared  to  be  erroneous,  by  the  evidence  of 
Coomaander  Ross,  who  unequivocally  states  his  objections  to  the 
iwe  of  a  eteam  engine  in  the  Pektr  seas,  and  thai  the  navigation 
df  diem  can  only  be  accomplished  by  sailing. 
X  Jt  was,  howeiwr,  on  the  7th  April  that  Capt.  Ross  sent  for  Mf. 
Bimten  and  Mr*  Melnniss,  the  two  engineers,  into  his  cabin,  to 
whom  be  rMd  the  report,  which  tie  had  drawn  up  relative  to  the 
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sWam  engine,  the  vesull  of  which  was  to  pronounce  its  condem- 
nation, and  the  application  of  its  parts  to  any  ether  purposes  for 
which  they  might  be  required.  It  was  impossible  for  the 
engtaeers  to  raise  any  opposition  to  the  condemnation  of  an 
article,  of  which  no  effectual  use  could  be  made,  and  which  in 
its  unserviceable  state,  was  a  heap  of  himber  in  the  ship  ;  where- 
as  its  most  useless  parts  ooold  be  applied  as  articles  of  barter^ 
with  th^  natives,  and  be  the  means  of  filling  a  few  more  flour- 
tubs  with  skins,  trousers,  and  hoods..  The  fate  of  the  steam 
engine  was,  however,  sealed;  Brantonand  Mclnniss  aflEuced  their 
signatures  to  the  statement  as  drawn  up  by  Capt.  Ross,  which 
went  so  far  as  to  exonerate  him  from  all  blame  in  the  inefficiency 
of  the  machine,  and  that  every  exertion  had  been  used  to  make 
it  applicable  for  the  purposes,  for  which  it  was  intended ;  but 
that  a  great  difference  had  been  discovered  between  a  steam 
engine,  and  an«engine  that  is  to  be  worked  by  steam ;  for  although 
the  former  may  be  complete  and  integral  in  all  its  parts,  it  by 
no  means  follows  as  a  certainty,  that  it  will  perform  a  single 
one  of  its  evolutions  with  accuracy  and  safety,  as  was  exempli- 
fied in  the  engine,  that  was  on  board  the  Victory. 

The  abandonment  of  the  steam  engine,  however,  gave  a  new 
character  to  the  ship,  the  ponderous  and  unseemly  paddle-boxes^ 
were  unshipped,  the  funnel  was  removed,  which  elicited  the 
jpke  from  the  sailors,  that  they  had  fortunately  got  rid  of  one 
thing  on  board,  which  was  a  great  bare,  although  there  wei;e 
some  other  things,  or  persons  deserving  of  that  character,  from 
which  they  could  not  so  easily  emancipate  themselves^ 

On  the  following  day  the  violence  of  the  wind  ceased,  and 
a  prospect  of  fine  weather  presented  itself.  Some  of  the  Esqui- 
maux ^me  to  the  ship  for  food,  amongst  whom^  was  a  young 
man,  who  had  an  aged  mother,  scarcely  able  to  crawl  out 
of  her  hut,  and  who  was  almost  in  &  state  of  complete  stair 
vation.  His  yoiing  wife  had  just  brought  him  an  addition^  tp 
his  family,  and  she  was  then  pining  with  want*  A  few  rashers 
from  the  ribs  of  a  seal,  would,  it  was  alleged,  greatly  revive 
her ;  at  the  same  time,  she  was  not  very  particular  whether  they 
were  raw  or  cooked.    It  may  be,  that  the  constitution  of  ap 
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Esquimaux  woman  is  formed  in  a  different  model  to  that  of  a 
European;  but,  at  all  events,  although  it  could  not  be  expected  of 
*the  latter,  that  she  should  deport  herself  with  all  the  masculffie 
strength  of  the  former,  yet  perhaps  were  she  to  emancipate  her* 
self  from  many  of  those  effeminacies  and  puerilities,  which 
custom  may  have  sanctioned,  but  which  reason  and  nature  con- 
demn, there  is  very  little  doubt,  but  that  herself,  and  her  off- 
spring would  be  considerable  gainers  by  the  change. 

The  required  relief  to  the  aged  mother  and  the  lying^^in  lady 
was  granted,  the  latter  of  whom  became,  for  the  two  or  three 
following  days,  a  kind  of  daily  pensioner  upon  the  ship,  her 
husband  coming  regularly  for  the  rashers ;  but  in  proportion  as 
she  recovered,  her  taste  appeared  also  to  undergo  a  variation,  for 
towards  the  latter  part  of  the  husband's  visits,  the  preference 
was  given  to  the  slices  off  the  hinder  part  of  the  seal,  as  being 
more  substantial  and  strengthening. 

In  the  evening  the  six  pounder  was  fired,  and  two  rockets  let 
off,  with  a  light  burning  aloft  during  the  whole  of  the  night. 
Orders  were  issued  to  the  watch,  to  keep  a  good  look-out  for 
Commander  James,  whose  arrival  was  as  likely  to  take  plaCe 
during  the  night  as  in  the  day  time ;  for  there  was  no  comfort- 
able inn  where  he  could  repose  for  the  night,  nor  even  a  habit- 
ation in  which  he   could  seek  for  shelter.     If  the  imagination 
were   to  employ  itself  in   fancying  a  scene  of  the  most  ntter 
desolation  and  wretchedness ;  a  more  appropriate  one,  perhaps, 
could  not  be    selected,  than  an  individual  in  the  situation  of 
Commander    Ross,  travelling   in  the   darkness  of  night,   over 
trackless   deserts  of  snow,  exposed  to  all  the  violence  of  the 
elements,  and  at  a  distance  from  all  support  or  assistance.     It 
is  only  the  heart  trebly  steeled  with  resolution  and  courage, 
that  can  carry  a  man  through  scenes  of  so  appalling  a  nature ; 
and  a  degree  of  compatriot  pride  rises  in  our  breast,  when  we 
thinks  that  our  country  can  be  the  parent  of  such  men,  who 
estranging  themselves,  from  all  the  comforts   and   luxuries  of 
-civilized  life,  devote  themselves  in  the  pursuit  of  knowlefdge 
and  science,  to  the  severest  privations  and  sufferings,  to  whom 
•danger  appears  habitual,  and  fear  an  emotion,which  they  never  felt. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


tAST  VOYAGE  OP  CAPT.   ROSS,  897 

On  tbe  9th,   the  hurricane  returned   with  greater  violence 
than  on  the  7th,  and  so  great  was  its  force,  that  it  was  scardeiy 
possible  to  stand  on  the  deck,  withofut  clinging  to  some  object 
to  preyent  being  blown  over-board ;  the  rocket  was  attempted 
to  be  let  off  at  the  regulated  hour,  but  it  was  blown  right  off 
the  ship,  without  ascending  higher  than  the  top  of  the  main- 
mast*   The  weather  moderated   a  little   on  the  10th,  and  th(i 
crew  resumed   the    labor  of  unbanking  the  ship,  which   was 
found  to  be  a  task  not  so  easy  of  execution :  as  the  snow,  froth 
its  exposure  to  the  frost  during  the  whole  of  the  winter,  had 
assumed  a  hardness,  which  rendered  the  cutting  of  it  simitar 
to   that    of  cutting  stone.     Three   Esquimaux    came  from  the 
north;  and,   at  thirty  minutes   after  five,    Commander  James 
returned  in  safety,  with  the  whole  of  his  party,  Alvoak,  being  his 
m>ant  courier^  to  announce  his  approach.     They  brought  with 
them  some  salmon,  and  the  entrails  of  rein-deer,  the  former  of 
which  were  caught  on  the  preceding  August,  and  had  since 
that  time  been  buried  under  rocks,  with  several  feet  of  snow 
on  the  top  of  them;  they  also  brought  with  them  three  canoes, 
one  of  which  was  purchased  by  Capt.  Ross.     It  was  the  intention 
of  Commander  Ross  to  have  continued  his  researches,  but  his 
provisions  fell  short,  owing  in  some  degree  lo  the  extraordinary 
gluttony  of  his  Esquimaux  friends ;  and  when  he  arrived  at  the 
ship,  be  had  not  tasted  any  food  for  twelve  hours.     A   lump  of 
seal  weighing  about  l*21b8.,  was  put    into  the  oven    for    the 
two  Esquimaux,  but  so  greedy   were  they  after  food,  that  they 
would  not  wait  until  it  was  thoroughly  done,  but  became  so 
importunate  to  the  cook  to  take  it  out  of  the  oven,  that  he  at 
last  consented;  and   perhaps   a    more    complete   exhibition  of 
savage  rapacity,  was  never  before  witnessed. 

The  distance,  which  Commander  Ross  travelled  on  this  occa- 
sion,  was  about  70  miles  in  a  S.S.W.  direction,  but  not  the 
aligbtest  indication  of  a  passage  presented  itself.  He  crossed 
a  number  of  very  large  lakes,  which,  according  to  the  report 
of  the  Esquimaux,  abound  with  salmon  of  a  very  fine  kind ;  and 
it  is  to  these  lakes,  that  they  repair  in  the  summer  months,  for 
the  express  purpose  of  carrying  on  the  salmon- fishery,  which 
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is  their  principal  mainienaoce  during  that  time,  and  tl|e  r«fiidiie 
the/  bury  m  the  snow,  as  a  provision'  for  the  ensuing  ywr..  A 
large  herd  of  rein-deer  were  seen,  steering  their  course  lo<lli«« 
northward,  but  they  never  came  within  tbo  range  of  CoBunMder 
Ross'  riiot. 

A  singular  circumstance,  however,  came  to  the  knowledge  of 
that  officer,  during  this  excursion;  viz:  that  during  thecoogtess 
of  the  Esquimaux  at  Nichilli,  they  aro  annually  visited  by  some^ 
white  people,  who  come  from  the  westward ;  and  firom-.the  d^ 
scription  given  of  them.  Commander  Ross  supposed  them- to  be  a 
family  of  Russians  or  Danes.  Their  avowed  objeet,  in  paying 
this  visit,  was  to  traffic  with  the  natives  for  seal  skina  and  wal« 
rus  teeth ;  but  as  to  their  permanent  place  of  abode,  or  by  what 
means  or  conveyance  they  were  enabled  to  reach  the  country  of 
the  Esquimaux,  was  a  problem,  which  could  not  be  solved.  It 
was,  however,  a  circumstance  on  the  whole,  to  which  Comr 
mander  Ross  attached  a  considerable  degree  of  importance;  fos 
should  he  be  so  fortunate  as  to  fall  in  with  those  people,  some 
positive  information  might  be  obtained  from  them,  relative  le> 
the  adjacent  coasts,  which  might  direct  him  in  future  as  to  the 
course  which  he  had  to  steer,  and  solve  all  his  doubts  as  Uy 
the  existence  of  an  open  sea  to  the  westward  If  these  wander*- 
ing  merchants  belonged  to  the  Russians,  little  doubt  then  eodsted 
•  that  they  had  arrived  at  the  Esquimaux  country  by  the  passage 
g{  Behring's  Straits,  and  then  by  the  Oreat  Bear  and  the  Great 
Slave  Lakes,  to  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Esquimaux  at  Nichitti. 
There  was,  however,  one  circumstance  which  went  to  invalidate 
that  opinion ;  which  was,  that  in  no  part  of  either  of  the  jonrneya 
of  Capt.  Franklin,  does  he  make  any  mention  of  any  part  of  the 
country  through  which  he  passed,  being  visited  by  any  Danisb 
or  Russian  merchants ;  nor  was  any  information  elicited  from  the 
Indians,  which  could  warrant  the  conclusion,  that  any  pan  of 
their  country  had  ever  been  visited  by  a  people,  who  answered 
to  the  character  of  those,  which  had  been  described  to  Com- 
mander Ross.  The  conjecture  was  in  some  degree  plausible 
that  they  might  belong  to  one  of  the  Anglo-Russian  settlements 
situated  to  the  eastward  of  Behring's  Straits;  but  a  strong  ob- 
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jMridH  M8t«d  tol^  tnith  of  that  cotijecturd,  on  «c<ioinit  of  th« 
froftt  Mstand^  of  tKckiUi  to  the  neareat  of  the  Russian  lettlo*- 
m&oM,  tind  the  consequent  impracticability  of  transporting  their 
ACeiittiQlaited  merdiandifee  to  so  great  a  distance,  oTer  a  comitrf 
abounding  in  natural  obstacles,  and  where  the  means  of  trans- 
|>ortation  could  only  have  been  acquired  by  a  combination  of  hu- 
fiMA  eiAbrt,  which  could  not  be  supposed  to  exist  in  so  desert  and 
Hflliriiabited  a  country.  It  was,  however,  a  subject  which  par« 
ticnlarly  engrossed  the  attention  of  Commander  Ross;  and^ 
ehould,  on  the  breaking  up  of  the  weather,  and  the  liberation  <A 
iIm  Victory  irom  her  present  imprisonment,  no  immediate  pro^ 
tpeet  present  itself  of  effecting  a  passage  to  the  westward,  it 
was  his  determination  to  repair  to  NichilU,  where  he  had  every 
hope  of  obtaining  the  information,  of  which  he  was  so  much  in 
want. 

Amongst  the  natives,  who  visited  the  ship  on  the  10th,  was  k 
Uroman,  who  had  suffered  so  severely  by  the  frost,  that  her  heels 
were  completely  bitten  off,  which  obliged  her  to  walk  on  her 
toes;  in  fact,  her  whole  feet  were  a  piece  of  deformity,  but 
nevertheless  she  contrived  to  keep  up  with  her  companions,  on 
their  different  excursions,  nor  was  she  ever  known  to  complain 
of  fatigue. 

OoUooraidk  and  Alwak,  the  two  companions  of  Commander 
Rose,  remained  on  board  during  the  whole  of  the  night ;  but  not- 
withstanding the  great  fatigue,  which  they  had  undergone,  the 
latter  felt  no  great  disposition  to  sleep,  and  he  therefore  thought, 
that  it  was  most  rude  and  unpolite  in  his  companion,  seeing  that 
he  could  not  hold  any  conversation  with  the  people  on  board,  to 
leave  him  to  amuse  himself  with  his  own  thoughts,  which,  as 
being  engendered  in  the  mind  of  an  Esquimaux,  could  not  be 
fltipposed  to  be  of  the  most  refined  and  elevated  cast.  Oohloo^ 
raiak,  therefore,  no  sooner  rolled  himself  up  to  take  a  senik,  than 
be  received  a  most  ungracious  thrust  in  his  side  from  the  elbow 
of  bis  more  vigilant  companion,  which  appeared  at  first,  however, 
to  tiave  no  more  effect  upon  him,  than  if  it  had  been  applied  to 
the  frozen  body  of  a  seal.  The  visitation, however,  came  at  last 
so  frequently,  that  the  wrath  of  Ooblooraiak  was  at  length  atoused^ 
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«Qd  Ahe  miUn  for  ^hefirot  time  had  a  speciuura  of  iJi^^piigUiilic 
.rtuU  of  ih6t£8quiiiciaiuL  lU  boweirer^  did  notcouMi  m  iaflkiiBg 
imy ,  piinifihaieiiit  .on  the  &ee  or  body»  by  the  visitation  tif  Um Ja}|^ 
|>uiin  thc^  quantity  pf  hair,  which  could  be  palled  icon  thahaadl  ^ 
and  severe  uid^c4  was  the  shaking,  wbieh  the  bead.cf  wlZir«t 
jeceived  from  his  mpre  powerful  aod  muscular  anta^enst,  .  It 
became  at  laal  a  question^  whether  any  hair  would  haTe  baeo 
li^ft  on  the  hea4  of  Alyfokyit  the  sailors  had  not  iolerfered«  ai|d 
.put  an  ead  to  the  contest^  by  remoYing^  the  assailant  (o  asothec 
Jb^rth^  whece  he  could  enjoy  bis  repose,  without  the  risk  of  re^ 
joeiviug  i^ny  further  annoyance. 

;  'liyhatever  their  animosity  might  have  been  during  the  perio4 
4>f  tbyQ  cqnflict»  it  appeared  to  have  wholly  subsided  on  the  fol* 
jowing  .morning,  .as  they  sat  at  their  breakfast  of  baked  seal ;  and 
so  little  malice  did  OoUooraiak  seem  to  entertain  towards  his 
/coDpipanion,  who  had  so  mischievously  and  viciously  attempted 
to  deprive  him  of  his  sleep,  that  with  the  greatest  good  nature^ 
<he  offered  him  the  choicest  cuts  from  the  joint,  at  the  same  time 
helping  him  to  th0  greater  half  of  the  viands,  that  were  smoking 
^before  them.  Their  repast  being  over,  they  were  summoned 
into  the  cabin*  where  each  of  them  received  a  file  from  Com-^ 
mander  Ross ;  and  he  took  this  opportunity  of  hinting  to  Mteak* 
4bat  if  he  felt  no  objection  to  renuiin  on  board  the-  Victory,  as 
.one  of  its  inmates*  and  accompany  him  to  his  own  country,  ha 
inight  then  remain,  and  every  thing  should  be  done  to  render 
turn  comfortable  and  happy. 

-  This  offer  came  so  unexpectedly  upon  Alwak,  that  he  scarcely 
imew  what  answer  to  give.  There  was  something  so  superior 
i^  this  young  man,  to  any  of  the  others,  who  had  been  taken  on 
beard  the  Victory*  with  the  view  of  humanizing  them,  that  even 
Capt.  Ross  imbibed  a  partiality  for  him,  and  Alwak  ultimately 
agreed,  that  he  should  be  allowed  to  take  two  seniks  before  he 
gave  his  decided  answer;  and  taking  a  friendly  leave  of  the 
officers  and  crew,  he  set  off  to  join  his  tribe. 

'  There  is,  however*  one  passion  prevalent  in  the  worid,  whidi 
has  created  more  mischief,  defeated  more  plans,  and  been  the 
cause  of  greater  changes  in  every  relation  of  life,  than  all  the 
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.«diM  pMti#a»  «oiiibki#d,  i6  wliich '  the  animal  man  f%  stAJ^ct. 
,Ii  jBtM'  U  allowed,  thet  oiltiteUr  hM  ranvthiagf  to  do  M  Ihe 
.^HMfmtkm  of  St;  and  ^oneeqwhUj^  tbkt  it  t'^w*  with'  gwattt 
tntooiitjr  laider  an  Itatiaa  4kjr,  thu  uniior  a  ttbomn.oiio.  Now 
«l  ai4pears»  that  Atumk  Was^  just  of  thai  ug»  whan  thi«  airtfadrdt 
fuurjr  paMioB  begiat  to  abbw  itktM  kvkmgtt  tha  yiMrthi  ami 
iBaidana  of  tha  EH}iidiiiaux  people,  aKhoogfa  it  frequently  htfi- 
peojiy  that  no  objaot  is  to  be  found,  which  cah  call  thdt  paeiion 
Jnto  action ;  and  as  teciproeity  is  an  essential  feotare  of  hv  exist- 
.attoe»  it  sometimes  dies  away,  oil  aither  sid^^  without  pfodutitig 
any  of  those  afieots,  wbi<4i  ao  parlactilafly  diiatinfnisb  it  in 
jothar  ooimtries.  It  is  said,  aad  ^ally  beliefved  by  aonie  Atfipl^- 
Ions,  that  there  are  two  ptaoea,  in  whidh  this  passion  nevfrf  dif- 
|days  itself,  and  those  are^a  monastery  and  a  nunnery ;  we,  boW- 
«Ter,  know  firem  oKperienoe,  that  ailthongh  it  may  be  eoifVUtdedt 
for  the  inmates  of  those  astablishments,  to  impress  sodi  a'baliisf 
.sipon  the  bigoted,  ca'odulous  catholioi;  they  mayr^ii  sOittb 
respects,  be  considered  as  the  very  hot^beds  of  tha  passioi^,  iiid 
that  the  effeota  of  it  as  ragularly  eadhibit  thenMehrea,  AS  in'  ah 
Irish  tillage.  If^  however^  thd  generation  of  that  passionl  Is .  ib 
ihe  least  dependant  upon  the  temperature  of  tha  air,  (and  It' is 
allowed  to  be  so,  by  all  thoso,  who  have  deeply  sludiaJ  tdli 
aubject,)  it  auist  be  admitted,  that  an  Esquiitaiiz  hat  te  the  r«ry 
last  place  that  a  coanoiaieur,  or  more  prOfterfy  speakiag  aa 
amaieur^  would  look  for  a  disfday  of  it.  It  happened,  faowOrOf, 
that  in  the  hut  contiguous  to  that,  which  was  th*  damimU  Of 
•4ItraA,  lived  the  &ir  damsel  Nartu¥>argfA,  th^il  theblooarfng 
a|^  of  sixteen,  but  whom  Alwak  had  diosen  ils  hia  wifr,  at  tNe 
age  of  four,  whaa  he  first  beheld  bet  infant  feet^  diibiaf  flla^ 
impremion-  on  the  snow  new  fallen ;  and  tha  great  diftaoMi 
between  an  Esquimaux  and  a  Europeaa,  io  an  aArir  of  thia  aof  f^ 
is,  that  the  former  has  the  means  alwa]^  at  hanA,  of  diiao#«il 
lag  before  -marriage,  whether  hia' future  spovile  Imhi  mrf  pteiMZ 
sfons  to  the  character  of  a  shrew  or  a  terAiagailt;  and  tils  iaitCft 
unfortunately  iax  him,  haa  no  means  of  effcotiag^  ibat^dfstfev^y; 
until  all  that  is  left  for  him,  is>  to  tiibiiBt  himself  iftfieilf  Xh  ^ 
etU,  until  death  kindly  stet^s  in  to  retieTohin^  from  Vl^  J^'^^-  I 
17  3r 
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:.   On  the  ftfrival  of  Ahtak  from  the  Viotofy,  great  wee  the  joy 
^6t  Navbaomrgaf  cm  agem  beholding  her  betrothed  husband  ^  he 
'ttfaoired  hertlietfile,  which  had  been  given  to  bhn,  and  he  «l#o 
-"Shewed  hei «  mnali  barof  iron«  which  had  not  been  given  to  him* 
iMt  ^Udi^  fay  some  meansy'that^mt  of  reepect  to  his  character » 
I  shall  net  be  fltentioBedy  had  found  its  way  into  his  trousers;  and 
greatly  delighted  was  Nurlutcarga,  with  the  riches  that  her 
^turtended  spouse  had  so  vmexpeotedly  come  into  possession  of. 
'    NdrlmMrffa  was  not  like  Sterne's  Maria,  of  the  finest  order 
•sof  fifte  forms;  for  Itke  the  shrubs  and  flowers  of  her  country,  her 
stature  was  -  stinted  asid  dwarfish;  and  whatever  sweetness  ibe 
>pCiSsuBsed»  which  nature  had  been  pleased,  in  one  of  her  mo^t 
.idggiavdiy  humours,  to  bestow* upon  her,  had,  in  the  verification 
e£  ibe  poets  wevds^  been  literally  wasted  on  the  desert  air. 
Aaaitytis  indeed  an  ideal  thing,  the  wayward  child  of  a  vagrant 
^fimey,  shifting  like  the  ever«>varying  cloud,  and  equally  as  fleet- 
ing and  evanescent ;  admitting,  therefore,  our  ignorance  of  the 
^standard  of  beauty,  as  acknowledged  by  the  Esquimaux  judges^ 
it  nnghft  happen,  that  although  Natluwarga  could  not  have  en- 
joyed the  pre-eminence,  of  being   the  reigning  toast  in  the 
Jatitode  of  London,  she  still  might  be  in  the  eyes  of  Mwak,  all 
4hAt  the  eye  can  look  for,  or  the  heart  wishfor,  in  woman. 

It  appears,  that  the  Esquimaux  are  subject  to  the  same  accidento 
Mid^casuakies  in  life,  as  the  natives  of  more  favored  regions,  and 
that  wilh  them  the  transition  from  joy  to  misery  is  sometimes  as 
^dden,  41s  the  climate  in  which  they  live,  is  from  storm  to  sun- 
ibine.  Scarcely  had  tbe  blush  of  joy  mantled  over  the  chedc  of 
^Ufhtvargaou  theTCtum  of  her  betrothed  to  his  home,  than  the 
fialenees  of  despair  broke  through  the  oily  smearmenton  her  conn- 
teaene,  when  the  offer  was  pronounced,  by  Alwak,  of  conveying 
him  to  ^ecoontry  of  the  JJSsUoofuis,  by  whtdi  it  was  olear  to  her, 
tibat  she  f^  the  risk  of  ever  becoming  a  wife--«t  least  not  the 
WJls  of  her  hetrothed  Alwak.  The  moans  and  sighs  of  the  mihap- 
|l]rgiti,saunded  throughout  the  night  in  her  now  miserable  home; 
and  they  would  doubtless  have  penetrated  to  the  ean  of  Ahtak, 
'  kad  the  Stoow  been  of  that  porous  nature,  as  to  admU  of  thmr 
I  throu^  it ;  but  the  rays  of  the  sun  had  no  sooner  giUed 
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•^l^  jagged  fitiramits  of  her  native  bills,  than  she  wa»  flaen-fadnd* 
log  in  tbe  attitude  of  the  deepest  torrow,  at  the  entvaiiDedt  ibe 
hut  of  AUtak)  and  another  proof  was  given,  that-  they  arteitn 
error,  who  declare  that  steam  is  the  mostpowerfiil  Ag^t,  diati4s 
ktiown  on  earth ;  fer  there  is  one,  in  whatever  dimb,  m  bf^^hat^ 
ev«f  people  it  may  be  exercised*  that  is  superior  to  it*^Mand  that 
is  a  woman's  tears.  '  Fast  they  fell  dbwn  the  eheeks  of  Nariu' 
iQurffa, and  her  nose  came  in  contaet  with  thai  of  AiwsJb.  Amusel 
yamga,  (shall  I  go.)  exclaimed  Alwaki  Nakkal  Nakhm  J  O^ar*- 
9ar€e  Aly:nk.  (No  I  no  1  beloved  Alwak^)  answened  Narlutdarffm'. 
Otmmee  Aimed  yanya,  said  Alwak,  (shall  I  go  far  off?)  Tokdo* 
(wokef  (Die  I  shaHl)  cried  Narluwarga  /  and  their  noses  again 
aaet  each  other  in  affectionate  friction.  The  die  of  Ahp^dk  jtm 
«ast,  and  so  was -that  of  ^arluwarga ;  a  woman's  teass  had  again 
determined  the  destiny  of  a  human  being,  and  on  a  single  mo*- 
ment  depended  the  brightness,  or  the  darkness,  of  the  warp  and 
woof  of  the  web  of  his  future  happiness. 

In  the  mean  time  so  sanguine  were  the  officers  of  the  Viotafry* 
fai  the  acceptation  of  the  offer  made  to  Alwak,  that  orders  had 
been  actually  given  to  prepare  a  berth  fer  him ;  for,  even  if  he 
were  able  to  withstand  thedazzling  splendour  of  the  oflbr,  and 
sdl  the  inestimable  advantages,  which  were  held  out  to  him, 
sir  likely  to  accrue,  on  being  admitted  into  the  society  and 
fcUowship  of  civilized  beings,  yet  it  was  supposed,  that  Ae 
gveat  attachment,,  which  he  professed  to  entertain  towards  Com* 
anander  Ross,  would  probably  overcome-  every  other  coosidera* 
ticm;  such  as  the  love  of  country,  of  kindred,  ef  native  habits 
and  native  customs,  and  other  such  amiable  feelings,  stigmatized 
as  weaknesses  by  the  philosopher  and  the  stoic ;  but  they  iiad 
not  taken  it  into  their  account,  that  the  pasuon  of  love  ean  warm 
she  btfeast  of  the  seal-clad  Esquimaux,  as  well  as  the  voluptuous 
Andalusian ;  and  above  all,  they  could  not  suspect,  from  the^^e* 
fieral  conduct  of  AliBok,  from  his  continual  gaiety  and  iig^t-* 
heartedness-'-^bat  his  was  a  breast,  which  had  ever  suoeuabed 
to  the  power  of  love. 

Great  was,  therefore,  the  surprise  of  the  assembled  offieers, 
when,  on  the  following  day,  as  they  were  seated  in  tl^eiratbin 
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ih^  %fiifB\ -of  Alwai  was  announoed,  who,  they  could  not  suppose, 
Wtes  coime  fer  anj  oUier  purpose,  than  to  enlist  himself  in  the 
maf tne  ^orps  t>f  the  Victory.  When,  however,  the  information 
wtta  confeyed  to  them,  that  he  declined  thfif  tempting  oflTers^  that 
had  been  made  to  htm,  he  was  characterized  as  one  of  those  indi* 
vidnals,  who  afe  wHfulIy  Uind  to  their  own  interests,  and  will  not 
aoeepi  of  the  good  gifts  of  Fortune,  when  it  has  pleased  her  te 
throw  them  in  their  way ;  but  when  it  was  proclaimed,  that  the 
reason  of  his  non-acceptance  was  the  urgent  entreaties,  the  tear# 
and  the  sobs  of  a  love«sick  damsel,  to  whom  he  was  shortly  to  be 
■married-^A  foolt  a  fool!  a  motley  fool!  exclaimed  the  whole 
assembly :  and  Alwak  was  sent  back  to  his  hut,  and  his  Narlu^ 
vmtfa,  to  console  himself,  in  her  tender  embraces,  for  the  loss  of 
all  the  Ifreat  and  manifold  advantages,  which  he  would  have 
derived  ftom  his  civilization. 

With  the  return  of  the  spring,  the  country  began  to  assume  a 
new  appearance ;  and  aomething  of  a  romantic  character  was 
given  to  it,  by  the  various  parties  of  Esquimaux,  who  were  seen 
at  4  distance,  directing  their  rmite  southwardly  from  the  stations^ 
which  they  had  occopied  during  the  winter.  It  is,  however,  in 
general^  direct  want  that  impels  these  nomadian  tribes  to  wan-< 
der  to  other  countries ;  for,  having  exhausted  their  stock  of  pro* 
tisioHs,  and  the  seals  having  also  migrated  to  other  quarters,  thej 
are  by  necessity  forced  to  return  to  those  particular  places,  which 
they  had  frequented  in  the  preceding  summer^  and  where  they 
were  certain  to  find  a  supply  of  provisions,  which  they  had 
buried  imder  the  snow ;  and  so  keen  is  their  instinct  in  directing 
their  course  to  the  exact  spots  where  their  treasures  lie  buried, 
that  they  might  be  almost  supposed  to  possess  the  exquisite  soent 
pf  the  dog,  ao  unerring  is  the  course  which  they  pursue.  Early 
OB  the  morning  of  the  12th,  one  of  those  tribes  was  seen  directing 
Ihetf  TPaj»eh  from  the  northward  to  the  southwest,  in  search  of 
reindeer;  but,  although  they  were  in  sight  of  the  ship,  they 
held  on  their  course,  as  if  disdaining  to  notice  it,  or  to  trouble 
themselves  about  those,  who  were  in  it. 

In  the  last  excursion,  which  Commander  Ross  took,  be  felt 
himself -often  in  the  greatest  dilemma,  on  account  ofthcim- 
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{Missibititj  of  CTMiiog  the  narrow  streams  and  ioleti^  K^iob.i^lH^' 
strucVdd  .him  ha  bit  progreM,  and  which  often. obliged. UmUft. 
deviate  from  the  track,  which  he  had  pointed  oot  fer-UiaMlj^i 
thereby  not  only  losing  a  gr«at  deal  of  vahiable  immt  hok 
actually  defeating  the  object  of  his  excursion  altogether^  II 
was,  therefore^  his  principal  buttness,  on  his  roium  to.  the  Viotery^ 
to  set  the  carpenter  to  work  to  construct  a  travelling  boat  of  ea 
tight  a  make,  as  to  be  fit  to  be  carried  on  a  ^ledge^  and  lauachedy 
as  the  occasion  might  require « 

Whilst  the  carpenter  was  employed  in  the  bnilding  of  the 
boat,  the  engineer  was  set  to  work  to  knook  the  cylinders  nf  4he 
steam  engine  to  pieces^  for  the  purpose  of  making  lee  boards  for 
the  ship,  which  it  was  supposed  would  be  found  of  essential  usa 
in  the  navigation  of  the  vessel,  when  close  in  shore^  or  in  tiie 
narrow  straits  between  the  many  islands,  which  lay  directly.!* 
tkeir  coarse  to  the  westward. 

On  the  19th,  the  wind  came  on  to  blow  hard  firora  the  north  eas!, 
aceompanied  with  sleet ;  as  a  natural  ocettrrence,  however.  Utile 
notice  was  paid  to  it,  the  attention  of  the  crew  being  ealled  to  a 
Mrcnmstance  of  a  more  important  nature,  and  which  certainly  in- 
terested them  more  at  that  time,  than  if  the  wind  had  blown  kou^ 
all  the  two-and-thirty  points  of  the  compass  at  the  same  momtat, 
Tliis  memorable  event  was  a  sudden  order  issued  by  Capt.  Ross, 
that  the  school  from  that  day  was  to  be  discontinued.  The  mo*- 
tlve  for  this  most  unexpected  order,  was  canvassed  with  much 
gravity,  in  the  different  berths- of  the  sailors,  and  various  were 
the  conjectures  and  surmises,  which  were  circqlated  upon  the 
eocaston.  By  some  it  was  conjectured,  that,  the  order  did  not 
apecifically  mean  a  discontinuance  or  a  breaking  up  of  the  seheol, 
bat  merely  a  suspension^  on  the  principle,  that  every  school  has 
its  vacation  ;  and  as  the  labours  of  the  preceptors  had  now  been 
continued  unremittingly  for  six  months,  it  was  time  thai  some 
relaxation  should  be  allewed  them;  and  as  Easter  was  near  4it 
hand»  the  suspension  of  the  school  vras  to  be  considered  as  the 
£aster  holidays.  When,  however,  it  was  ascertained,  that  the 
order  extended  to  the  actual  dissolution  of  the  school^  a  private 
examination  took  place,  of  the  proftciency,  which  the  schoJaie 
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had  made  in  the  respediTe  branches  of  learning ;  and  whether 
it  was  their  perfection,  which  rendered  it  unneccessary  to  ooti- 
tfnue  the  scholastic  duties  any  longer.  This  was,  howerer^  a 
subject  of  a  very  delieate  nature,  for  it  went  to  expose  ceruin 
individuals  to^an  examination,  which  could  not  be  very  agree« 
able  to  theni>and  the  exact  result  of  which  it  was  not  difficult 
lor  them  to  foretell.  This  examination,  however,  in  consequence 
of  some  able  manoeuvres  practised  by  the  interested  parties,  was 
never  entered  into ;  and  after  tacking  in  every  direction,  to  dis* 
cover  the  real  cause,  it  was  determined,  that  the  case  had  only 
two  sides,  from  which  it  could  be  regarded ;  the  first  of  which 
was,  that  the  preceptors  had  made  the  discovery,  that  they  were 
incompetent  to  teach  ;  and  the  second  waS|  that  the  discoveiy 
had  been  made,  that  the  pupils  were  too  stupid  to  learn ; — froon 
our  own  knowledge  we  are  disposed  to  lean  to>the  latter  view 
of  the  case ;  although  actuated  by  i^  genuine  spirit  of  liberality, 
we  are  bound  to  confess,  that  if  a  field  will  not  produce  any  crops, 
the  fault  is  to  be  ascribed  to  the  ignorance  and  incompetency 
of  those,  who  have  the  till&ge  of  it ;  for  the  soil  may  be  in 
itself  naturally  good,  but  rendered  unproductive  by  an  erroneous 
system  of  management ;  on  the  other  hand,  there  are  some  soils 
that,  with  the  most  skilful  management,  still  retain  their  na« 
tural  barrenness ;  perhaps  the  mental  soil  of  the  pupils  of  the 
Victory,  was  of  the  latter  description;  and  therefore  the  tillers 
of  it  deemed  it  to  be  the  most  prudent  method,  to  give  themselves 
no  further  trouble  in  the  business. 

In  a  former  part  of  this  work,  mention  was  made  of  a  sledge- 
that  was  purchased  of  the  natives,  by  Mr.  Light,  the  steward,  the 
principal  materials  of  which  were  known  to  be  salmon  lapped 
over  each  other,  with  great  ingenuity ;  and  which  is  a  method, 
frequently  adopted  by  the  natives,  of  conveying  their  stores  of 
salmon  to  their  diJETerent  stations;  as,  at  any  time,  when  pressed 
for  food,  they  can  cut  up  a  sledge,  and  a  supply  is  immediately 
obtained.  In  the  present  case,  the  sledge  had  been  left  exposed 
to  the  influence  of  the  sun  ;  and  the  steward,  in  some  measure 
forgetting  the  nature  of  the  materials  of  which  it  was  formed, 
or  not  perhaps  suspecting  that  any  change   in  the  salmon  ebuld 
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%^  eflected  by  the  heat  of  the  sun,  had  omitted  to  pay  that 
-  attention,  which  common   prudence  or  caution   should     havA 
'  prompted  him  to  do.     An  accidental   circumstance^  however, 
.  led  him  to  the  examination  of  the  sledge,  when  he  found  it  fast 
falling  to  pieces;  for  the  salmon  had  been  gradually  subject   to 
4he  process  of  heing  thawed  by  the  solar  power ;  and  therefore, 
without  any  further  deliberation,  he  took  one  of  the  salmon,  and 
having  thoroughly  thawed  it,  it  was  produced  on  the  breakfast 
table ;  and  although  there  were  some  rather  unpleasant  associa- 
tions stored  up  in  the  memory,  relative  to  a  trout,  and  a  certain 
^art  of  a  musk  ox ;  yet  it  was  generally  agreed  upon  by  all  who 
partook  of  the  salmon,  that  although   it  had  answered  many 
•purposes,  of  which  they  were  conscious,  and  some  perhaps  o( 
which  they  were  happily  ignorant,  it  was  no  despicable  additioii 
4othe  breakfast  table;  and  the  sledge,  in  consequence,  under 
went  a  regular  dissection,  by  which  a  supply  of  salmon  was 
procured,   which  furnished   many  a  hearty  meal,  both  for  the 
>officers  and  the  orew. 

On  the  14th,  several  Esquimaux  came  from  the  south  east, 
and  fished  in  the  very  mouth  of  the  harbour,  where  the  Victory 
Jay.  The  anglers  of  the  Thames  and  the  Lee,  would  do  weU 
.ia  take  a  lesson  of  patience  from  an  Esquimaux  fisherman,  for, 
squatting  himself  on  the  bank  of  his  fishing  place,  a  casual  ob- 
server would  take  him  for  some  nondescript  animal,  bereft  of  all 
-motion  ;  for  an  hour  to  him  is  not  an  hour  ill  spent,  if  in  that 
.time  be  succeeds  in  catching  a  fish.  His  bait  is  generally  a  bit 
-of  seal's  blubber ;  but  he  has  not  the  delight  of  the  English 
angler,  in  watching  the  bobbing  of  his  float  on  the  nibble  of 
4b»  fish,  for  the  best  of  all  reasons,  that  he  never  condescends 
to  use  one ;  the  tog  of  the  fish  is  the  signal  of  his  caption,  when 
lie  manages  his  prey  with  a  coolness,  which  is  very  seldom  ob- 
servable in  an  English  angler.  The  Esquimaux  had  not  the 
.•lightest  idea  of  catching  fish  by  means  of  a  net,  until  they  saw 
It  practised  Jby  the  crew  of  the  Victory ;  but  it  was  an  advantage 
they  were  obliged  to  forego,,  on  account  of  the  impossibility  of 
.procuring  the  materials  necessary  for  the  formation  of  the  nets. 
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On  the  irdi,  two  taMh  were  tf^nt  ovt r  the  ite  to  out  a  ht4e,  Im 
th^  purpoM  of  measuring  the  thicknete  of  the  iee,  that  is,  nine 
it  had  been  examined  en  the  commenoement  of  the  winter;  when 
it  was  found,  that  the  i<^e  bad  inoreaeed  7^  inches  in  thicktess, 
which,  to  the  commander  of  the  expeditbn,  was  rather  a  dn- 
<^ouraging  cireumstanee,  as  it  was  indioattTe  of  the  labor  and 
delay,  that  awaited  hink^  before  he  could  be  Emancipated  from 
his  present  situation. 

On  the  same  day.  Commander  Ross  and  Blankey  went  to  ex- 
plore the  North  Bay,  and  to  find  the  hnU  of  the  Esquimanx ; 
the  former  was  a  matter  of  complete  disappointment,  for,  so  fiir 
from  the  result  presenting  any  fiivorable  circumstances,  it  tended 
to  couTince  Commander  Ross,  that  the  Victory  was  in  one  of 
the  many  bays,  with  which  that  part  of  the  country  was  inter- 
sected, and  which  did  not  appear  to  have  any  communication 
with  a  westward  sea. 

On  the  IStb,  being  Sunday,  the  service  of  the  day  had  scarcely 
finished,  when  an  Esquimaux  brought  back  the  door  of  a  glutton's 
trap,  which  hts  brother  had  stolen ;  and  it  was  ascertained,  that 
in  this  instance,  the  homely  phraas,  of  the  biter  being  bitten, 
was  completely  verified.  It  was  not  the  value  nor  the  utility  of 
the  trap  door,  which  had  induced  the  Esquimaux  to  steal  it; 
but  as  be  was  not  known  to  be  the  thief,  by  those  to  whom  it 
belonged,  it  was  his  intention  to  take  upon  himself  the  character 
of  an  honest  man,  and  to  restore  .the  stolen  property,  with  the 
expectation  of  receiving  something  as  a  reward  for  his  honesty, 
which  might  be  of  more  use  to  him  than  the  trap  door.  He 
communicated  this  plan  in  confidence  to,  his  brother,  who  gave 
it  his  entire. approbation;^  bnt  at  the  same  time  he  pondered 
within  himself,  whether  it  would  not  be  the  act  of  a  brother,  tt> 
relieve  him  from  the  trouble  of  taking  back  the  stolen  property!; 
and»  as  the  case  was  decided  in  the  affirmative^  he  ofaUined 
possession  of  the  trap  door,  and  huiried  off  with  it  to  the  ship. 
Here  he  found,  however,  to  his  g^eat  mortification,  that  he  j)iid 
been  reckoning  without  his  host ;  for  the  parties,  to  whom,  ths 
stoien  property  was  restored,  expressed  themselves  satisfied' ft 
iu  restoration ;  but  as  to  any  reward,  it  was  directly  opposite  to 
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Jhoir  inoie  of  action,  to  reward  an  individuai  fpr  restp^ing 
.  .pfPP^rty,  which  be  had  stolen ;  the  Esquimaux  assented,  that  he 
w^s  not  the  thief;  that,  however,  did  not  alter  the  merits  ot 
the  case,  the  proportj  had  been  stolen ;  and  having  only  the  bare 
word  of  the  Esquimsux,  that  he  was  not  the  thief,  he  was  ordered 
to  take  his  departare  from  the  ship,  which  be  did  accordingly  ; 
aecretly  determining  within  himself,  never  to  take  upon  fiimseff 
•gain,  th4  character  of  a  restorer  of  stolen  property,  without 
lie  was  certain  of  being  rewarded  for  it. 

Although  the  Esquimaux,  who  ha,d  established  themseltes  in  the 
imniediate  vicinity  of  the  ship,  ha4  so  conducted  themselves  a^ 
not  to  give  any  particular  offence  to  the  crew  of  the  Victory, 
^t  their  stxsiMy  in  the  immolate  neighbourhoods  was  hoi 
io  be  much  coveted,  for  an  axtra  degree  of  vigilance  was  required 
(o  be  observed,  and  every  article  obliged  to  be  carefully  stowed 
Away^  which  was  likoly  to  be  within  their  grasp  to  purloin.  It 
was,  therefore,  a  matter  of  great  sati^fiiction  to  Capt.  Ros^^ 
when,  early  on  the  morning  of  the  19th,  an  unusual  bustle  was 
observed  amongst  the  Esquimaux  huts ;  and  in  the  course  of  thre^ 
hours  he  observed,  that  they  were  tottilly  abandoned ;  and  the 
former  inmates  with  their  dogs  and  sledges,  and  all  their  mov^-^ 
able  property,  were  seen  directing  their  course  to  the  sdufh  w^st. 
Ko  eompliments  passed  on  parting ;  no  frothy  expressions  df 
their  high  consideration  for  each  other,  were  exchanged/  No 
tears  of  regret  were  shed ;  no  declarations  of  the^ir  unstlterttMli 
tepect  and  esteem ;  no  pledges  of  an  everlasting  affbction,  passed 
between  a  single  individual  on  boardthe  Victory,  and  Any  of  thfc 
lovely  maidens  of  the  tribe :  unlike  the  Jews,  wh^H  ihejr  werb 
driven  out  of  Israel,  the  Esquimaux  did  tiot  think  their  formiit 
habitation  worthy  of  a  singk  parting  look ;  but  the^  Teft  it  wiA 
air  its  desolations  aroufid  it,  as  one  whioh  they  n^et  wished  ntfr 
expected  to  see  again.  On  the  departure  of  th4  natives,  Xhi^ 
hnts  were  visited  by  a  paHy  from  the  Vibtory ;  a6d  ihto  VMt 
idea,  which  atroek  them,  ^kik^,  how  human  beings  coulS'  acctiir 
tom  theniselves  to  live  in  sucti  a  state  of  the  Inosi  Wter  WreifcH* 
edness,  or  in  what  pHrticular,  life  could  by  thetii  ^  (bbnsidi^ 
as  a  blessing,  ^  '' 

18.  3o 
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The  stench  in  the  interior  of  the  huts  was  scarcely  to  be 
borne ;  and  it  was  a  matter  of  wonder  to  many,  how  the  former 
inmates  could  have  escaped  those  maladies,  which  etre  the  con« 
sequence  of  oontinaally  inhaling  a  pestiferous  atmosphere.  In 
one  corner  of  the  hut  was  an  elevation  of  snow,  which  had  been 
the  bed  of  the  inhabitants,  and  it  was  made  large  in  proportion 
to  the  number  of  the  inmates.  In  the  hut,  which  Jiad  been  oc- 
cupied by  the  entire  family,  as  already  mentioned,  the  bed 
occupied  nearly  half  of  the  hut;  it  being  them^e  evident,  that 
father,  mother,  son  and  daughter,  with  their  children,  had  but 
one  resting  place  for  all,  the  snow  above,  and  the  snow  below ; 
and  yet,  if  their  hunger  could  be  satisfied,  the  day  seemed  to 
pass  over  them,  without  bringing  with  it  any  of  the  cares  and 
anxieties,  which  accompany  the  toil  and  drudgery  of  the  civi-^ 
lized  being.  The  satisfaction  of  their  animal  wants  appears 
to  be  the  only  object  of  their  life ;  and  those  being  supplied, 
they  enjoy  the  repose  of  the  satisfied  animal,  and  awake  only  to 
make  dhe  best  of  their  resources,  whenever  their  appetite  preys 
upon  them. 

An  accident  befel  one  of  the  men,  on  this  day,  who  fell  into 
the  main  hold,  but  he  escaped  with  only  a  few  bruises. 

For  some  time,  some  secret  murmurs  had  been  heard  amongst 
the  crew,  relative  to  the  shortness  of  their  provisions;  for,  whilst 
the  table  of  the  cabin  was  daily  supplied  with  all  the  dainties, 
which  the  ship  could  afford,  or  the  chase  could  supply  ;  the  crew 
were  put  upon  a  contracted  allowance;  at  the  same  time, 
that  the  stock  of  provisions  on  board,  did  not  require,  that  any 
change  should  be  made  in  the  quantity  of  food  allotted  to 
them.  Fi)  ding  that  there  was  not  likely  to  be  any  alteration 
made  to  their  allowance,  the  crew  made  a  formal  complaint,  on 
the  19th  ^,  and  although  it  was  first  met  with  something  like 
anger,  and  au  accusation  of  an  unfounded  charge,  yet,  on  the 
crew  assuming  a  peremptory  tone,  it  was  judged  advisable  to 
accede  to  their  demand^  and  the  customary  allowance  was  al- 
lotted to  them.  On  this  subject,  the  conduct  of  Capt.  Ross  met 
with  the  reprehension  of  those,  who,  in  other  respects,  were  dis- 
posed to  regard  his  general  conduct  with  indulgence  and  lenity. 
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Tbe  stores  of  his  ship  were  jet  abundant;  and,  according  to  his 
own  admission  before  the  committee  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
there  were  provisions  still  remaining  on  Fury  Beach,  sufficient 
to  last  eleven  months,  and  which  he  could  make  available  for 
the  use  of  the  ship,  immediately  that  the  navigation  was  open. 
In  regard  to  the  reliance,  which  Capt.  Ross  placed  on  the  stores 
at  Fury  Bea^h,  there  is  one  part  of  his  evidence  before  the  com* 
mitiee,  which  is  calculated  to  excite- great  surprise,  in  which 
he  distinctly  states,  that  he  should  not  have  been  justified  in 
undertaking  the  voyage,  if  he  had  not  known,  that  the  stores  of 
tbe  Fury  vrere  in  Prince  Regent's  Inlet.     Now,  above  four  years 
bad  elapsed  since  they  were  deposited  by  Capt.  Parry  on  the' 
beach ;  and  since  that  period,  no  information  had  ever  reached 
this  country,  of  that  place  haying  been  visited  by  any  English 
vessel ;  nor  was  it  likely  that  if  any  ship  had  visited  that  place-, 
that  they  would  not  have  appropriated  to  their  own  use  some 
part   of  the  stores,  if  not  the  whole  of  •  them-.     Now,  we  rather 
suspect,  that  if  the  examination  had  been  followed  up,  by  asking 
Capt.  Ross,  from  what'  quarter  he  had  obtained  his  information, 
as  well  as  tbe  latest  date  of  such  intelligence,  it  would  have 
been  a  difficult  task  for   him  to  have   hit  upon  a  satisfactory 
answer;  but  these  sort  of  questions  were  not  upon  ike  list.     At 
all  events,  it  waa  a  bold  undertaking  on  the  part  of  Capt.  Ross, 
not  to  designate  it  by  a  stronger  term,  to  sail  upon  an  expedition, 
en  the  chance  of  meeting  with  some  stores,  that  had  been  left 
four  years  previously,  on  a  beach  exposed  to  all  the  rigours  of  an 
arctic  winter;  when,  although  his  informant,  whoever  he  might 
be,  had  apprised  him  of  their  being  still  in.  existence  on  the 
beach,  still  he  had  forgotten,  at  the  same  tame,  to  tell  him,  that 
they  were  in  such  a  state  as  could  be  applied  to  the  maintenance 
of  his  crew.     The  chances  were  against  him,  that  he  would  find 
a  single  article  fit  for  human  food  ;  and  yet  he  unequivocally 
states,  that  he  would   not  have  undertaken  the  expedition,  if 
be  had    not   known  that  the  stores  of  the  Fury  were  perfectly 
available  for  the  provisioning  of  his  ship. 

On  the  20th,  an  Esquimaux  came  to  the  ship,  bringing  a  seal, 
which  now  became  rather  a  scarce  article,  and  he  was,  therefeteb 
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rec^ired  with  all  the  courtesy,  which  is  shown  to  the  rndiriduaf, 
who  presents  himself  before  a  maih  in  office,  with  a  hamper 
cmti^ininga  hnunebof  renison;  in  comparison  to  the  elodpole, 
m\iQ  bring9  a  rabbit  dangling  on  a  string,  caught  perhaps  it 
Uie  Tory  preserve  belonging  tcr  the  man,  to  whom  the  present 
14  offered.  In  general,  the  value  of  a  seal  was  eethnated  at 
half  a  dotfen  nails,  or  twa  flsh-hoolie ;  bnt  in  the  present  cai», 
ft  file  wiM  giten  for  it ;  and  many  ther«  were;  who  attempted  to 
Dptcb  9  aeal^  with  the  etpectation  of  receiving  the  same  reward. 

Althongh  forme  disappofaitment  had  occnrred,  in  the  case  ef 
Jpoohi^utyookBjkdAlwak,  in  inducing  them  to  become  candidates 
for  the  representation  of  the  Esquimaux  people,  in  the  country 
of  the  KuMoonas ;  yet  Commander  Ross,  not  daunted  by  hit 
previous  &ilure,  thought  that  he  perceived,  in  a  youth  of  the 
name  of  Takkeelikkeeia,  certain  rudiments  and  talents,  which 
^ott|d  just  fit  htm  for  the  situation  of  hia  guide,  and  attendant 
99  his  various  excursions ;  and  Takkeelikhieta  appeared  not  tf 
entertain  any  positive  objection  to  be  received  into  the  service  of 
Cppamander  Rosei,  under  one  important  stipulation,  which  was— ^ 
that,  on  no  occasion,  he  should  be  stinted  for  food,  but  that  it 
^ho^ld  be  at  all  times  ready  for  him,  whenever  his  appetite 
demanded  2t.  Although  this  stipulatbn  might  have  been  duly 
fiiifilledt  as  long  as  TakkeeKkUeia  was  a  resident  on  board  tha 
fbipt  yet»  on  an  expedition,  it  might  so  happen,  that  no  meant 
ir#fe  at  hand,  by  which  the  stipulation  could  be  fulfilled.  On 
tbli  cirtumstaoecr  being  tjipbined  to  Takkeriikke^^a,  he  agreed 
10  accompany  Commander  Ross  on  an  expedition,  to  a  plaee 
aalled  Skagerwak,  where,  from  some  vague  information  received 
by  Capt.  Ross,  it  was  probable  that  some  knowledge  eould  be 
acquired,  of  the  state  of  the  country  to  the  westward ;  especially 
.a«  it  was  reported  to  be  visited  by  a  tribe  of  Esquimaux,  whose 
station,  during  the  summer*  was  said  to  be  established  on  the 
ihores  of  an  open  sea,  which  waa  never  known  to  be  fipoxen 
during  the  depth  of  winter,  and  the  extent  of  which  had  never 
been  ascertained  by  any  of  the  tribe. 

AoQordingly,  on  the  !tath,  Coounander  James  Ross,  aocom*^ 
panned  by  Blankey  and  Takheeiikkeeia,  set  out  on  their  expedi- 
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Uon,  with  99  niaple  svippfj  of  pro^isioiis;  having  an  ey«  to  t^ 
^jlfilment  of  the  stipulation  with  the  young  Esquimaux,  ancl  ta 
{fuard  against  any  chance  of  want»  which  had  befallen  CoHiqian- 
<ier  Ross  on  his  pretious  excutsion.  Unfortunately^  however,  for 
that  enterprising  officer,  he  met  with  the  same  impediment  to  hi^ 
progress  on  this  occasion,  as  on  the  former  one  i  for,  not  having 
any  boat  with  him,  to  enable  him  tu  cross  the  creeks  and  inleUi^ 
sonie  of  which  were  ao  &r  thawed,  that  the  water  was  8om€i 
depth  upon  the  ice,  he  found  it  actually  impossible  to  reach  th^ 
pSacQ  of  fai$  destination ;  hut  not  willing  to  return  to  the  ship, 
without  haying  enlarged  the  sphere  of  his  discovery,  as  &r  as^ 
bis  limited  m^ns  woqld  allow  him,  he  chi^nged  hii^  course  to 
tb^  south  west,  determined  to  push  his  inquiries  in  that  quarter, 
until  the  9toob  of  his  provisions  was  so  far  consumed,  ^^  to  oblig<» 
hipi  to  bend  his  coAirse  homewi^rd. 

^rly  on  the  morning  of  the  28rd,  Commander  Rosa  returned, 
dispirited  «md  discouraged ;  not  a  gleam  of  hope  had  sh^ne  upoQ 
him  during  bis  absence,  to  lead  him  to  believe,  thi^t  on  their 
emancipation,  they  would  be  able  ^o  make' any  gfeat  progress  to 
the  westward.  The  supposed  open  sea  to  the  westward  of  the 
strait  of  the  Hecla  and  Fury,  was  now  proved  to  be  built  entirely 
upon  conjecture,  and  that  the  most  direct  obstacles  existed,  to. 
the  prosecution  of  the  voyage  in  that  quarter ;  settling  thereby 
the  question,  that  Capt.  Parry  pursued  a  wise  course,  in  deter- 
mining to  return  to  England,  instead  of  forcing  his  ships  through 
the  strait  of  the  Hecla  and  Fury,  where  he  would  undoubtedly 
have  been  wedged  in,  and  been  obliged  to  pass  another  winter 
amongst  those  inhospitable  regions.  The  strait  of  the  H.ecia 
and  Fury  is,  after  all,  nothing  more  than  a  large  inlet ;  the  west- 
ward extremity  bounded  by  the  land  which  joins  Melville  Pen- 
insula and  Cockburn  Island,  so  described  on  the  map/i,  but  not 
so  established  by  any  indisputable  authority. 

The  28rd,  was  the  a,n^ver8ary  of  the  Victory  sailing  from 
Woolwich,  and  it  was  also  the  kin^  s  birth-day ;  for  the  news  of 
the  death  of  George  \V.  had  not  yet  reached  the  country  of  the 
Esquimaux.  For  the  purpose  of  celebrating  these  two  events 
the  ship  was  dressed  out  in  all  her  colours,  a  salute  of  twenty- 
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one  guns  was  fired,  and  a  gill  of  rum  was  serred  out  to  esch 
of  the  crew,  to  drink  hie  majesty's  health. 

Whilst  the  preparations  were  making  for  firing  the  guns, 
Takkeelikkeeta  wa^  standhig  on  the  deck,  close  to  the  main 
hatchway,  and,  on  the  first  explosion,  coming  as  it  did  upon 
him  unawares,  he  gave  a  jump,  as  high  as  the  weight  of  his 
habiliments  would  allow  him,  and  putting  his  hands  to  his  ears, 
ran  about  the  ship  in  the  utmost  fright  and  consternation.  When 
the  second  explosion  came,  ignorant  of  the  laws  and  discipline 
of  the  ship,  he  made  no  hesitation  to  betake  himself  down  the 
companion  hatchway,  and  bolted  straight  forwaro  into  the  cabin, 
where  Capt.  Ross  was  sitting  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  his  own 
company,  which,  to  certain  persons,  is  the  most  disagreeable 
company  that  can  be  selected.  Capt.  Ross,  unused  to  such 
sudden  yisitations,  in  a  place,  of  which  he  might  be  styled  the 
autocrat,  started,  as  if  an  apparition  had  come  Middenly  upon 
him,  and  greeted  the  intruder  with  one  of  those  damnatoiy 
epithets,  which  form  a  part  of  the  education  of  a  sailor;  bat 
which,  although 

It  WM  spoken  in  the  tonsue,  wh!oh  Shakespeare  apake, 

was  totally  incomprehensible  to  the  Esquimaux,  who,  seeing- 
no  other  place  of  refuge  at  hand,  squatted  himself  under  the 
table,  his  hands  still  applied  to  his  ears,  and  the  utmost  alarm 
depicted  on  his  countenance.  Had  a  Polar  bear  taken  possession 
of  the  cabin,  Capt.  Ross  could  not  haye  shown  greater  indig- 
nation ;  and  in  no  measured  terms  abused  the  watch  for  allowing 
the  unmannerly  savage  to  intrude  upon  his  privacy  ;  but  it  was 
a  day  of  rejoicing,  when  some  degree  of  relaxation  in  the  dis- 
cipline of  the  ship  was  allowed ;  and,  on  the  intelligence  being 
conveyed  to  Commander  Ross,  of  the  place,  where  his  young 
protege  had  taken  refuge,  he  repaired  to  the  spot ;  but  it  was 
some  time  before  the  commander  could  be  made  to  comprehend 
the  cause,  which  had  driven  his  young  charge  to  take  a  refuge 
ic  a  place,  of  which  it  was  as  great  a  crime  to  violate  the  sanctity* 
as  of  the  dormitory  of  a  nun.  The  firing  had  ceased ;  and 
twenty-one  charges  of  gunpowder  had  been  wasted  in  raising  » 
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•  imoke,  and  making  a  noise  in  commemoration  of  the  birth-day 
of  an  individual,  who,  at  that  very  time  was  rotting  in  his  golden 
mausoleum ;  whose  vices  and  debaucheries  have  rendered  his 
memory  infamous ;  whose  reckless  extravagance  has  engendered 
in  the  hearts  of  an  impoverished  people,  a  hatred  of  royalty ;  and 
whose  name  has  gone  down  to  posterity,  as  the  synonym  of  lust 
and  licentiousness. 

If,  however,  Takkeelikkeeta  had  been  informed  of  the  cause  of 
the  noise,  which  had  lately  so  much  alarmed  him,  there  cannot 
<be  a  doubt,  but  his  opinion  of  the  excellencies  of  civilization 
would  have  been  greatly  enhanced ;  and,  that  his  determination 
would  have  at  once  been  fixed,  to  include  himself  amongst  so  ra- 
tional and  sensible  a  people ;  whose  manner  of  expressing  their 
joy  consists  in  making  the  greatest  possible  noise  in  their 
power;  in  putting  a  few  dozen  of  lighted  lamps  on  the  exterior 
of  their  houses;  and  sending  up  into  the  air,  an  illimitable  num- 
<ber  of  sparks  of  fire,  which  are  extinguished  as  fast  as  they  are 
produced,  and  which  end  in  a  noise,  which  delights  the  fools, 
that  are  staring  at  it. 

By  degrees,  Commander  Ross  succeeded  in  alUying  the  fears 
of  Takkeelikkeeta ;  but  no  persuasion  could  induce  him  to  ap- 
proach that  part  of  the  ship,  where  the  gun  had  been  fired  off. 
As  an  encouragement.  Commander  Ross  gave  him  a  file;  but  he 
made  it  known,  that  he  wished  to  convey  it  to  his  parents,  pro- 
mising to  return  after  two  seniks.  To  this,  Commander  Ross 
raised  an  objection ;  informing  him,  that  it  was  his  intention  to 
set  out  on  another  expedition  in  a  few  days,  when  his  services 
would  be  required ;  and  that  if  he  would  stop,  an  additional 
.present  would  be  given  to  him.  Takkeelikkeeta  appeared  to 
.acquiesce  in  this  proposal,  and  vras  taken  into  the  steward^s 
berth,  where  the  stipulation,  into  which  he  had  entered,  was  fuU 
•filled  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  young  glutton,  who,  on  this 
occasion,  showed  himself  by  no  moans  inferior  to  any  of  his 
tribe«  in  the  general  elasticity  of  his  stomach. 

During  the  remainder  of  the  day  Takkeelikkeeta  appeared  to 
Jbe  perfectly  reconciled  to  his  situation ;  paying  rather  more  than 
(Dostomary  attention  to  the  proceedings  on  board  the  ship    and 
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particularly  to  tSe  carpenter,  who  waa  employed  in  making'  the 
travBlling  boat.  At  nine  o'clock  the  steward  sought  for  Takkee- 
tikkeetu,  to  see  him  safe  in  his  berth,  and  to  give  hinft  his  evening 
meal,  but  he  was  nowhete  to  be  found.  He  bad  takeii  the  ad« 
vantage  of  the  darkness  to  steal  from  the  ship ;  heedless  that  a 
lonf^  and  stormy  bight  was  before  him,  and  with  nothing  to 
guide  him  in  his  way,  but  that  natural  instinct,  which  appears 
to  be  innate  in  the  whole  tribe  of  the  Esquimaux.  It  was  also 
discovered,  that  he  had  not  been  watching  the  motions  of  the 
carpenter,  without  some  premeditated  design>  for  a  hammer  4i«d 
B,  number  of  nails  were  missing,  of  the  destination  of  which  no 
doubt  whatever  was  entertained.  Thus  three  attempts  had 
-ikifed  to  bring  an  Esquimaux  youth  within  the  pale  of  civilii4* 
fioto,  in  all  of  which,  the  experimental  party  had  been  made  the 
diip^  of  savage  ignorance  and  duplicity ;  and  individuals,  who 
possessed  the  advantages  of  culture  and  education,  were  made 
the  subjects  of  the  low  cunning  and  depraved  artifices  of  the 
most  unenlightened  at  their  species. 

On  the  24th,  the  misfortune  occurred  of  the  lailBch  getting 
•completely  under  the  ice,  with  little  chance  of  recovering  it, 
•until  the  ice  completely  broke  up,  and  then  considerable  risk 
.was  run  of  its  being  staved  in,  by  the  extraordinary  pressure,  to 
'Which  it  would  be  subject.  On  this  day,  the  carpenter  made  pre*- 
paratiteis  for  caiilking  the  ship,  as  the  straining,  to  which  she  had 
'beeh  etposed,had  opened  several  of  the  seams  to  a  considerabie 
^cQctent,  and  which,  if  not  timely  stopped,  might  be  of  the  mast 
serious  consequence  to  them  in  their  fiitnre  voyage. 

A  great  numbet  of  Esquimaux  came  io  the  ship,  on  the  Mth, 
•whb  vrere  directing  their  course  to  NickUli.  As  this  wati  tte 
^laee,  whidi  it  was  expected  was  visited  by  some  people. atf* 
Bering  to  the  character  of  the  Russians  or  the  Danes,  Com« 
mtader  Ross  determined  to  (accompany  them,  and  acoordingly 
tiib  steward  was  ordered  to  put  up  a  stock  of  provisions,  sa0^ 
cient  to  last  for  tea  days. 

It  was  agreed,  that  Commander  I^oss,  and  Abernethy,  one  of 
die'  mates,  should  call  on  the  following  day  at  the  huU,  for  thta 
BM)uiniaux,  who  had  stationed  themselves  in  the  North  Bay,  and 
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JMfiDiaraiid  consented  to  accompany  them  as  far  as  thai  placed 
but  his  absence  £rom  the  ship  could  not  be  allowed  for  so  ifreai 
a  length  of  time,  as  the  excursion  of  Commander  Ross  would 
most  probably  occupy. 

Early  on  the  27th»  Commander  Ross  set  out,  but  on  his  arrival 
at  the  huts,  he  found   the  Esquimaux  very  sulky^  and  little  in« 
dined  to  admit  them  of  the  party ;  this  ebullition  of  their  tem«> 
per  was  said  to  be  occasioned  by  a  particular  misfortune,  whiok 
bad  befallen  them;  for  so  great  was  their  belief  in  the  super- 
natural powers  of  Capt,  Ross,  on  account  of  some  most  exlraor^ 
dinary  feats,  whieh  he  had  performed  before  them»  that  they  in 
the  fulness  of  their  credulity  verily  believed,  that  he  had  it  in 
bis  power  to  avert  from  them  every  calamity  and  misfortune  ^ 
and,  that  as  one  had  now  occurred  to  them  of  a  serious  nature> 
they  ascribed  the  occurrence  to  no  other  person  than  to  Capt» 
Ross,  on  the  principle,  that  if  an  individual  can  prevent  a  cala* 
mity,  and  omits  to  do  it,  he  is  as  responsible  for  the  conaBr 
quences,  as  if  he  had  committed  the  act  himself.    The  calamity 
which  bad  given  rise  to  such  an  exhibition  of  ill  temper,  on  th 
part  of  the  Esquimaux,  was  the  &11  of  a  little  boy  from  a  preeir 
pice,  who,  was  almost  killed  on  the  spot;  and  as,  in  their  opi* 
nion,  Capt*  Rose  could  have  preventea  this  misfortune,  if  he  had 
so  pleased,  they  considered  themselves  entitled  to  vent  the  full 
force  of  their  anger  and  indignation  upon  his  unoffending  head 
The  Esquimaux,  however,  seemed  disposed  not  only  to  exhibit 
the  extent  of  their  ill  humor  to  Commander  Ross,  but  they  ap- 
peared actually  inclined  to  proceed  to  more  violent  measures ;  io 
order,  however,  to  bring  them  to  their  senses.  Commander  Ross 
and   Mr,  Mc'Diarmid   had  put  their  guns  to  their    shoulders, 
when  a  female,  of  the  name  of  Kakeakenew,  stepped  between 
them,  and,  gradually,  a  certain  degree  of  harmony  was  estab** 
lished.    It  was,  however,  in  some  measure  fortunate  for  all  par« 
ties,  that  Mr.  Mc'Diarmid   had  accompanied  them,  as  he  prp^ 
ceeded    immediately  to  examine  the  boy,  that  had  (alien  from 
the   precipice;  and  although  he  had  received  some  violent  con-« 
tusions,  no  limb  was  fractured.    At  a  distance,  however*  from 
the   medicines,  which    might  have  accelerated  the  cure  of  tht 
18.  8  H 
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boy,  he  eoald-  only  ^pply  those  secondary  remedies,  whicli  were 
withiii  bis  power ;  but  he  gave  the  parents  of  Ae  boy  to  under- 
stand, that  little  doubt  existed  of  his  ultimate  recovery.  This 
timely  interference,  oa  the  part  of  Mr.  McDiarmid,  was,  how- 
ever, of  the  greatest  eonaequenoe  to  the  little  boy ;  for  these  sa- 
vage creatures  entertain  such  a  repugnance  to  be  troubled,  in 
"any  of  their  bunting  expeditions,  with  the  aged,  the  infirm,  or  the 
eiok,  thai  rather  than  be  encumbered  with  them,  they  frequently 
ieave  them  behind,  to  endure  the  slow  attack  of  death,  with 
«11  the  resignation,  which  they  can  summon  to  their  power. 
No  doubt  was  entertained,  that  such  would  have  been  the  &te 
itf  the  iitfle  boy ;  for,  being  scarcely  able  to  move  a  limb,  he 
WouM  have  been  obliged  to  be  dragged  along  in  a  sledge,  and 
'ihts  wan  e  tabour  to  them  of  greater  consequence,  than  the 
mere  life  oT  the  i>oy. 

It  w«e  llhe  firm  belief  of  tbe  Esquimaux,  that  Cept.  Ross  wae 
«n  Angekdkj  or  conjuror  of  the  veiy  highest  character ;  and  it 
was  en  opinion,  which  be  did  not  wish  to  eradicate  from  their 
tftinds,  for  it  acted  as  a  check  upon  their  thievish  propensitiefi, 
<fm  ^e  'principle,  that,  by  his  magical  powers,  he  could  immedt- 
«tely  discover  Ae  thief,  and  trace  the  stolen  property  wherever 
it  was  concealed.  Fortune  had  indeed  favored  him,  in  many  of 
^ie  magical  tricks;  for,  in  several  instances,  ^hen  the  Esqui- 
lUaux  had  applied  to  him,  relative  to  the  caption  of  a  seal,  and 
be  had  given  them  instmctions  to  repair  to  a  particular  spot* 
where  a  seal  was  in  waiting  for  them  to  be  killed,  and  the  event 
actually  turned  out,  as  he  had  predicted,  it  was  not  then  to  be 
wondered  at,  that  they  looked  upon  him  as  some  superior 
being,  to  wliom  even  the  animals  themselves  owed  subjection, 
and  who  were  so  fiir  tmder  bis  control,  that  he  could  by  his  man- 
date bring  them  from  the  depths  of  the  ocean,  to  sacrifice  them-, 
aelites,  whenever  it  pleased  him  to  condemn  tbem.  By  means 
of  bis  ^magnifying  glasses,  he  had  impressed  the  belief  on  the 
tninds  of  the  natives,  that  he  could  create  animals  a  thousand 
times  terger,  than  any  that  they  had  ever  seen  before ;  and,  as  he 
had  actually  produced  those  creatures  to  their  eyes,  it  was  the 
height  of  folly  in  them  to  disbelieve  their  senses,  or  to  dispute 
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be  right  of  Capt.  Ross  to  the  ohaiaoter  of  the  most  miglttj  Am 
gekok»  that  had  oyer  appeared  aiaongst  them.  There  weie 
also,  some  circomstances  connected  wkh  Ibe  pfofetsio0  of  Mr« 
McDiarmid,  that  tended  in  a  great  meaeufe  te  convinee  the 
natives,  that  a  person,  who  pretended  to  have  the  decision  of  life 
and  death  in  his  bands,  m«st  be  also  something  of  a  superior 
being;  for,  in  many  instances,  the  natives  had  been  cured  of  some 
<rf  flii  g  irialadies,  and  wounds  bj  his  skill ;  and,  in  the  present 
ease,  when  he  had  so  distinctly  stated,  that  the  boy  would  live, 
in  opposition  to  the  general  opinion  amongst  themselves,  that 
his  death  was  inevitable,  soeh  extraordinary  knowledge,  they 
thought  could  only  proceed  from  some  power,  that  was  vested  in 
him  by  some  great  spirit;  and,  therefore,  it  was  an  act  of  extreme 
folly  in  them,  to  give  any  offence  to  beings  of  such  a  stamp,  on 
whose  will,  their  very  life  and  preservation  perhaps  depended. 

The  present  interposition  of  Kake€ikenew,  was  not,  however, 
overlooked  by  Commander  Ross,  for,  as  it  was  perfectly  voluntary 
on  her  part,  and  proceeded  from  the  very  best  of  motives,  he 
took  a  knife  from  his  pocket,  and  presented  it  to  her ;  on  which 
her  joy  was  so  great,  that  it  required  all  the  strength  of  Com- 
mander Rpss,  to  prevent  him  tasting  the  enjoyment  of  being 
koomg*d  by  the  gprateful  woman,  who  tried  every  manoeuvre  to 
bring  her  nose  into  affectionate  contact  with  that  of  the  bashfol 
commander^  but  which  was  ultimately  defeated  by  him,  as  be 
betook  himself  off  to  his  sledge,  whither  the  amorous  lady  did 
not  think  proper  to  pursue  him. 

Reconciliation  having  been  effected  between  all  parties,  chiefly 
through  the  instrumentality  oi  Kak$uken€u>,ih%  party  set  out 
vpon  their  expedition,  the  Esquimaux  being  the  guides.  Com- 
mander Ross  and  his  party  bringing  up  the  rear; 

During  the  absence  of  Commander  Ross,  the  crew  oq  board 
were  employed  in  various  ways;  seme  preparing  the  difierent 
things  that  might  be  required  for  travelling,  as  the  season  was  novr 
at  hand,  when  the  country  could  be  explored  in  every  quarter. 
The  carpenter  was  using  every  exertion  to  get  the  travelling  boat 
completed ;  whilst  the  engineer,  being  now  absolved  from  all  duty 
on  the  steam  engine,  except  knocking  to  pieces  those  parts,  which 
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migbl'be  oectMohally  tiMfiil^  was  s^t  tOr  worik  upon  lAe  mk'ncttic;. 
ture  of  a  tea->pot.  The  weather  at  this  time  was  ttncommonTf 
severe,  for,  instead  of  partaking  of  the  genial  influence  ofthe 
9pfing,  H  hoTB  all  the  appeatance  of  the  ineiemeney  of  the 
winter^    • 

ti%ei  foltowing  is  the  scale  of  ike  Temperature  of  the  exterior 
AtmOiSfhere,  for  ike  monih  of  April,  IMOt^ 
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On  the  Ist  of  May,  the  cretv  were  employed  in  clearing  the 
snow  from  the  ship's  side,  which  during  the  winter  had  acco- 
mulated  to  such  a  depth,  as  to  reach  nearly  to  the  g^wales  of 
the  vessel ;  and  as  it  was  necessary  that  it  should  be  careeoed 
thoroughly,  previously  to  proceeding  on  the  voyage^  not  a  mo- 
ment was  to  be  lost  in  removing  those  impediments,  which 
had  collected  round  the  ship,  and  which,  if  suffered  to  remaiiif 
might  actually  endanger  the  very  safety  of  it. 
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On  the  Sod*  the  fiist  8now*bird  wm  fleeii,  whiek  m  these  l$k^ 
titodes  is  considered  as  the  harbioger  of  fine  weather. 
.  On  the  8rd,  Mr.  Thorns,  Mr,  Mc'Diamiid,  end  two  of  the  or^w^ 
were  sent  up  the  north  bay,  with  some  prowions  for  Commander 
Ross ;  which  were  to  be  left  at  a  particular  place,  where  he 
could  find  them  on  his  journey  homewards.  With  the  knowledge 
of  the  thioTing  propensity  of  the  natiyes,  and  particularly  in 
the  case  of  provisions,  wherewith  they  could  satisfy  their  glut-' 
tonotts  appetite ;  recourse  was  had,  in  the  pnoseot  instance,  to  a 
ruse  de  jfuerre,  for  it  was  well  known,  that  if  the  natives  dis^ 
eotered  the  places  where  the  provinces  were  stewed  away,  no 
great  part  of  them  would  be  left  for  the  benefit  of  Commander 
Ross.  About  two  hours  previously  to  the  departure  of  Mr.  Thorns 
and  his  party,  with  the  stock  of  provisions,  a  number  of  Esqui- 
maux  came  to  the  ship,  but  it  was  entirely  a  complimentary 
visit,  for  they  brought  not  with  them  a  single  article,  either  for 
barter  or  sale.  Suspecting  that  these  people  might  follow 
them,  and  discover  the  place,  where  the  provisions  were  depo- 
sited, they  were  informed,  that  the  spirits,  who  had  the  con- 
trol over  the  seals  and  the  walrusses,  had  demanded  from  them 
some  of  their  provisions,  and  that  they  were  now  about  to  comply 
with  the  demand.  If,  therefore,  any  person  presumed  to  take 
away  any  part  of  the  provisions,  the  anger  and  resentment  of  th^ 
spirits  would  be  so  great,  that  not  a  seal  or  a  walrus  would  be 
allowed  to  visit  the  country  for  some  time:  this  statement 
c»btained  easy  credence,  and  bad  the  natives  been  literally  in  a 
atate  of  starvation,  so  great  is  their  dread  of  the  spirits,  who 
liave  the  command  over  the  seals  and  walrusses,  that  not  a  par- 
ticle of  the  provisions  would  have  been  touched.  Towards  the 
evening,  another  party  of  Esquimaux  arrived  at  the  ship,  bringing 
the  intelligence,  that  Commander  Ross  had  shot  a  musk-ox, 
and  that  he  would  most  probably  return  on  the  morrow.  It  was 
nearly  dark  before  Mr,  Thome  and  his  party  returned,  having 
deposited  the  provisions  in  the  place  agreed  upon. 

Early  on  the  following  morning  at  4  o^cIock,  Commander 

Ross  returned,  himself,  his  companions,  and  his  dogs,  literally 

.  worn  out  with  btigue*    They  were  obliged  to  leave  all  their 
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bodtj  a  few  miles  from  the  ship,  the  dogs  being  uiiable  to  Mtg 
it  any  farther.    Gommander  Ross  was  ftoeempaniedJby  only  two 
Esquimaux,  whose  names  wefe  Jf\H9y«Ae,  and  BicMa,  a  boy.  They 
had  obtained  two  oxen,  one  of  which  was  shot  by  Commander 
Ross,  and  the  other  was  dmen,  by  the  'Esqniinaux  md  the 
dogs,  orer  a  high  preoipice^  and,  oa  reaching  the  bottom,   he 
bounded  tike  a  cricket  ball.    TheEsquimawr   have  no  other 
method  of  killing  these  animals,  than  by  worrying  them  te  death 
with  their  dogs ;  taking,  howoTer,   special  care  to  keep  the 
do^  always  between  themselyes  and  the  animal.    Commandev 
Robs  was  not  abo?  e  five  yards  firom  the  ox,  when  he  fired';  letting 
fly  both  barrets  almost  at  the  same  time,  whkh  brongfat  the 
animal  to  the  ground.    On  seeing  the  brute  fiiH,  the  Esqui^ 
maux  immediatety  took  out  their  knhres,  and  were  proeeedlnp 
to  deal  with  the  ox  according  to  their  usual  enstora ;  but  theie 
sorpriie  was  unbounded^  when  they  disootered,  that  the  animal 
was  wounded  in  two  places.    Commander  Ross  gave  them  t<^ 
understand,  that  the  wounds  were  inflicted  from  his  gun ;  thi8>. 
however,  they  could  not  possibly  comprehend,  for  they  eooid 
not  conceive  how  death  could  be  inflicted  without  some  visible 
meaas.     Whilst  the  Esquimaux  were  examining  the  wounds^ 
two  grouse  came  whizzing  past  Commander  Ross;  he  fired,  and 
they  both  came  to  the  ground.     This  additional  proof  of  the  e»«^ 
tibotdinary  powers  vested  in  Commander  Ross,  and  hismitrder^ 
ous  instrument,  set  the  Esquimaux  in  a  state  of  the  greateai 
amaze.     Remembering,  however,  the  consequence,  whieh  had 
resulted,  on  a  former  occasion,  by  putting  his  gun  into  the 
hands  of  PoovnU^aokj  Commander  Ross  eautteuaiy  declined  ex- 
citing any  alarm  in  the  breasts  of  his  companions,  who,  so  htt 
from  wishing  to  handle  the  deadly  weapon,  atwnys  kept  at  the 
eimost  possible  distance  from  it.    On  the  animal  being  brought 
onboard, it  was  weighed  by  Mr.  Light,  the  steward,  andfMmd 
4o  weigh  13Mbs.  without  inehiding  the  bead  or  any  of  the  eibk 
Mr.  MoDiaomd  also  shot  a  grouse  on  this  day,  fay  whieh  tbe 
diniMiF  .table  in  the  cabin  was  well  supplied  with  game  and 
«bee(r  iu  fact,  the  saiiora  very  frequently  contrasted  their 
of  living,  with  that,  which  distinguished  the  elBoersf  caboi^i 
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Ae  differeneen^aa  so  great  as  to  exoite  many  oomplaiiiiS)  and  toi 
tais*  a  murmur^  vrhieh,  under  an j  other  circiunstanoes  tban  those, 
in  which  the  crew  were  then  placed,  might ha^e  broken  ont  inta 
a  direct  mvtioj. 

The  weather  on  the  6th,  was  uncommonly  fine,  and  the  ship 
was  visited  by  several  Esquimaux,  amongst  whom  were  the  mani 
and  boy,  who  had  accompanied  Commander  Ross  on  his  last 
excursion,  and  a  fredi  proof  was  now  given,  of  the  low  conning 
to  which  these  people  are  addicted.  Mention  has  already  been 
oiade  of  the  ox  that  was  driven  over  the  precipice ;  bot,  as  i^ 
was  foimd  impossible  by  Commander  Ross,  to  convey  both  the 
aaimab  to  the  ship,  at  the  same  time,  he  determined  to  leave  the 
1>nite  at  die  foot  of  the  precipice,  for  a  day  or  two,  until  an 
opportunity  presented  itself  of  fetching  it  away.  Powyeke, 
however,  determined  to  be  before-hand  with  the  commander; 
lot  he  argued  with  himself,  that  if  he  cut  up  the  ox,  it  did  not 
follow,  that  it  should  be  detected,  that  he  was  the  anatomist ;  for 
a  strong  probability  existed,  that  it  might  have  been  found  by 
some  of  his  tribe,  and  then  little  doubt  remained  as  to  the  manner, 
in  which  liie  animal  would  have  been  disposed  of.  Besides,  as  it 
was  hb  intention  to  sell  the  flesh  of  the  ox  to  the  KMoona$,  it 
wes  impossible,  he  thought,  for  them  to  identiiy  the  flesh,  as 
1»Ting  formed  a  part  of  the  identical  ox,  which  he  had  assisted  in 
driving  over  the  precipice  *,  and,  therefore,  when  he  viewed  the 
boBiDess  iirom  all  these  points,  he  hesitated  not  a  moment  in  re^ 
pairing  to  the  spot,  and  having  out  up  the  animal  a  rEdtpiimaux^, 
he  conveyed  the  principal  parts  to  the  vicinity  of  the  skip,  where 
lie  buried  them  under  the  snow,  to  traffic  with  them  as  the 
opportunity  might  offer. 

As  their  conduct  on  the  expedition  had  entitled  them  to  the 
eoBEmiendation  of  Commander  Ross,  they  each  of  them  received 
a  preeent  of  a  seal  knife ;  congratulatittg  themselves  on  the 
acquisition  of  the  very  article,  of  which  they  stood  in  need,  to 
«BabIe  them  to  cut  up  the  buried  joints  of  the  ox,  in  a  proper 
and  dexterous  manner.  Capt,  Ross  was  not  the  first  among  liie 
BMOiy  BOBS  of  Adam,  who  have  unwittingly  placed  a  weapon  in 
Ilia  hands  of  another,  which  in  a  short  time,  ts  to  be  turned  to 
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his  own  injury  and  ^laadTantage.  It  if  oerUiiiy  and  wf  tiitie 
it  from  the  most  indispuUble  authority,  that  the  labk  of  the 
Monkey,  the  Cat,  and  the  Chestnats,  had  noTor  as  yet  come  under 
the  perusal  otPow/eke,  but  neyertheless  he  was  a  living  ezamplq 
that  the  conduct  of  the  monkey  appertains  to  the  character  of 
man,  whether  he  lives  in  the  country,  which  gave  birth  to  JEsQf^ 
or  in  that,  which  gave  birth  to  Powyeke.  Impressed  with  some 
suspicion,  that  were  he  to  offer  the  flesh  of  the  ox  for  sale,  he 
might  be  detected,  as  having  been  the  individual,  who  bad 
anatomised  the  animal,  he  imparted  his  plan  to  his  friend 
Kujukpun,  who,  tinder  the  promise  of  participating  in  the 
reward,  undertook  to  be  the  bearer  of  the  ox  flesh  to  the  ship, 
taking,  however,  spepial  care  to  conceal  from  his  friend,  the  real 
history  of  the  ox,  or  that  any  one  on  board  the  ship  could  lay 
claim  to  the  flesh  of  the  animal.  KMjukpun  was  as  savage  in 
his  manners,  as  he  was  by  his  birth,  and,  with  all  the  effrontery 
of  the  most  accomplished  cheat,  he  presented  himself  on  board 
the  Victory,  with  the  load  of  ox  flesh  on  his  head,  and  asking 
a  most  exorbitant  reward,  on  account  of  its  extraordinary 
freshness.  Here  Kujukpun  was  caught  in  his  own  net;  the 
extraordinary  freshness  of  the  flesh,  excited  some  suspicions,  thai 
it  was  part  of  the  animal,  which  Commander  Ross  had  lefit 
at  the  foot  of  the  precipice,  and  Kujukpun  was  told  to  leave 
his  load,  and  call,  after  a  senik,  for  his  reward.  In  the  mean- 
time, it  was  ascertained  that  the  animal  had  been  cut  up^  and 
the  whoto  of  it  taken  away ;  and,  on  Ku/ukfun  presenting 
himself  for  his  reward,  he  was  told,  that  the  spirits  bad  been 
consulted,  and  the  inforui^tion  had  been  obtained,  that  he 
possessed  no  real  right  to  the  flesh,  he  having  obtained  it  frofl| 
an  ox,  which  had  been  killed  by  others,  and  therefore  he  was 
disposing  of  that,  which  did  noi  belong  to  him.  Ki^ukpim 
answered,  that  the  spiriu  told  a  great  skagloo,  (lie»)  for  so  l^r 
from  h^s  having  cut  up  the  animal,  he  never  saw  it  in  Jbie  Uiiv 
and  that  if  they  did  not  choose  to  purchase  the  flesh^^  hs  wasd4 
take  it  back  with  hmi,  and  eat  it  himself.  There  was  a  Md. 
ness  and  audacity  about  this  fellow,  which  rendered  it  advisable 
V>  get  nd  of  him,  although  with  some  little  sacrifiosi^   an4 
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having  received  a  file  as  a  remuacration,  lie  took  his  departure; 
The  biter  was  again  bitten :  for,  as  the  i\greenient  ran  between 
the  two  conspirators,  that  the  remuneration  should  be  equally 
•bared,  and  that  as  no  method  existed,  of  dividing  the  file,  it 
became  a  question,  to  whom  it  belonged  f  It  was  proved,  oo 
the  part  of  Kujukpun,  that  the  file  was  delivered  to  him,  and> 
therefore,  it  became  his  own  property.  Unfortunately  for  Pow-* 
^ke,  be  could  not  prove  that  the  property,  for  which  the  file 
was  given,  was  in  reality  his  own;  and,  therefore,  in  default  of 
the  proper  evidence,  he  was  non-suited,  and  the  file  awarded  to 
Kujukgun, 

.  On  the  8th,  a   whole  family  came  to  the  ship,  among   whom 
was  a  man,  on  his   way  to  Shagerwak,   for  his  canoe.     K^ 
remained  on    board  during  the  night:  and   although,  on   tho^ 
following  morning,  the  weather  was  so  thick  and  hazy,  that  u 
was  impossible  to  see  to  the  distance  of  fifty  yards,  yet  he  set  off 
on  his  expedition,  shaping  his  course,  as  if  he  had  a  compass  to 
direct  him.    It  was  always  a  matter  of  wonder  to  the  crow  of 
the  Victory,  how  the  Esquimaux  found  their  way  to  difierent- 
places^  and  in  which  their  course  was  always  as  true,  as  if  they^ 
had  land-marks  to  direct  them.     This  man  had  his  dog  with^ 
him;  and  it  was  generally  believed,  that  this  animal  was   al- 
ways a  great  assistant  to  the  wandering  Esquimaux,  in  guiding 
htm  to  his  destined  place :  but,  in  the  present  instance,  the  dog . 
cottid  jK>t  be  of  any  use  whatever,  for  it  was  ascertained,  that  he  ^ 
had  never   been  at  Skagerwak.     Without  stopping  to  take  a 
s^mkt  the  Esquimaux  travelled  the  whole  of  the  night,  and  at  > 
rived  on  the  following  day  at  the  ship,  with  the  canoe  upon  his^ 
head:  this  was  almost  the  first  instance  of  an  Esquimaux  refus-  ^ 
iBg  to  duipose  of  any  article  in  his  possession  \  for,  although  an., 
adequate  remuoeration  was  ofiered  for  the  canoe,  it  was  refused, 
cp  the  principle,  that  his  subsistence  depended  upon  it ;  and ; 
that  were  he  to  part  with  the  canoe,  he  should  not  have  time  to . 
biukl  aootber,  before  the  fishing  season  commenced.    Having , 
pai<aken  ct  some  seal,  be  trudged  away  to  the  south-east, /vfith; 
ilia  eaaoe  on  his  head:  and  although  the  weather  continued, 
to  be  thicks  he   seemed  perfectly  confident  in  the  r^gbtmss  9^ 
18.  3  1  ^        % 
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to  donifie,  which  happened  to  be  ditectlj  oppoake  im    thai 
bf  whteh  hd  had  come  froan  Shagisrwak. 

The  ship  now  began  to  afiflnime  the  character  bt  a  place  01 
aotite  ^eraiiotiB :  for,  whilsi'some  of  the  crew  were  employed 
libovt  the  beat,  the  carpenter  was  busy  in  making  a  Idedge^  atid 
ihe  Engineer  in  constructing  a  cooking  apparatctt,  whtdi  wmt 
to  be  made  from  die  remains  of  the  ill-ftted  steam  engine.  On 
the  10th,  CtmimAnder  Rose  went  to  one  of  the  iahee  to  soitnA; 
and  try  for  salmon.  The  depth  was  flnnid  to  be  only  tevelitMl 
fathoms.  A  line,  wHh  some  hooks,  was  iet  down  the  IhAs^ 
whi6h  Commander  Ross  had  made,  and if  the  report  of  die  na^ 
tires  w^e  tme,  *ihey  had  every  expectation  ^f  catching  eome 
salmon,  which  were  represented  to  be  of  the  finest  tjaality.  Two 
of  the  crew  were  sent,  with  the  deep-sea  clamm,  to  try  fcr 
soundings,  and  they  reported  to  have  found  the  bottom  at  ninety- 
^fiiur  fiithoms,  with  hard  blue  clay, 

<From  the  12th  to  the  ISth,  the  crew  were  lnunly  employed  in 
making  the  necessary  preparatfons  for  a  long  journey,  wtitch  it 
was  gintended  to  make  to  the  westward,  and  lo  comprise  two 
-separate  patties^  taking  dilforent  routes,  but  meetrng  at  a-  pair- 
tienlar  time  and  place,  to  be  determined  upon  by  Commander 
'Ross.  A  boat  was  made  of  skins,  as  1>eing  the  lightest  nia« 
^tiMrial,  ^ad  which,  in  default  of  planks,  would  be  found  the  least 
ifliperrieue  to  water,  and  transportable  with  compamttvely 
UtAe  difficttliy.  A  rfedg«  Was  also  made  for  the  boat  to  rid^ 
Ml,  and  each  man  was  provided  with  a  haversadk,  weH  stocked 
with  p«<ovtBionfe.  Early  on  the  morning  of  the  IVth,  the  party 
left  the  ship,  'wHh  a  sledge  and  four  dogs :  and,  on  the  evening 
of  the  secoiBtd  4ay,  Commander  Ross  left,  with  his  party,  con« 
aiMing  of  eight  men,  with  five  dogs  and  a  small  sledge:  the- 
weijght,  whidi  ^le  five  men  had  to  drag,  was  7T8  pounds.  AH' 
a||taeinent  bad  been  made  with  two  Esquimaux,  ito  attend  tbk 
strti^tMoti.  in  ^llib  'tepseity  of  guides ;  and  it  Wflfs  in  the  liope 
tit  fSti^  arrMhi  HM  Commander  Rose  poM|Mtted  41^  A^tivah 
Hitil  lallb  la  the  etehing.  They,  Imwever,  fbr  soniid  V^Mm  tm-s 
known,  tlratas  AMr  agreement;  although  Uie  reWtfrd^  whMih 
iiae  pHiniaod  thete,^lrorfd,  H  wat^snppcmed,  have  indnosd  them 
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le^imih^rk  9BttdiljF  in  tbe  underiakiiig^.    The  weather  we^b^en- 
tilttUy  fine^  wiih  a  gentle  breexe  froiQ-  tlie  east^ 
'   €hi  the  ISlh^eeftA  of  the  neti  Tetiimedi  who  bad  been  aesiat* 
iag  Oommftoder  Rove;  but  they  were  all  m  a  depIor«ib1e  state* 
hmng  MMly  blilid.    They  left  the  twe  partiea  of  si^  eech«  witli 
ffm'momn  fer  ona^and-tweBt}  daya,  but  almoMt.  avevy.o)ie  of 5 
them  oonptaiaiBg  of  vore  eyee»    It  wee  the  decided  opiQion  of 
Ma.  MelMaiaiid,  thai  it  was  a  9peeiee  of  opkthalniia,  with  wbkh<^ 
the*  flien  wave  afflicted  ;  and  that  it  bad  its  oarigiii  ia  the  oo^t 
■taut  erpoeure  of  the  eye^to  the  glale  of  the  snow;  at  th>  uw^ 
ti»e»  that  a  tuHnber  of  fine  spieute  were  floating  ia  the  air>  pr0« 
diiced  by  the  influence  of  the  ^m  on  the  |bow#  assiBted  by  the 
Mgh  winds,  which  appeared  to  Mow  at  thia  seaeon  with  «^ 
SMial  violence. 

Capt.  Rom  having  expressed  his  intealion  to  ge  to  ShaffHi^ 
wak,  although  it  did  not  transpire,  for  what  partieular  hepefH 
er  purpose^  preparations  were  accordingly  made  for  the  f xcur-* 
iron.  It  is  not  to  he  suppoeed,  that  a  personage  of  high  ran{| 
and  consideratiop,  ean  undertake  a  journey,  hoWeVer  short  I9 
may  be,  without  a  corresponding  display  ef  fiise  en4  bustl0. 

When  the  emperev  of  China  mils  one  of  his  country  houses 
a  few  miles  distant  from  his  usual  place  of' residence*  he  de^^- 
patehes  a  messengev'  to  the  most  distant  parts  of  his  empire/ 1% 
inform  his  subjects,  of  the  important  step,  which  be  is  about  to 
take ;  and  we  have  only  to  look  into  the  Court  Journal  of  this 
eoontry,  to  become  immediately  acquainted  with  tlie  laotiaim  c^ 
a  pack  of  indiTiduals,  whom  chanco  in  <me  of  the  most  insane  nia^ 
ments  of  her  li€s,  has  placed  in  the  ranks  of  royalty ;  but»  fo^ 
whom  the  people  have  as  great  an  affection,  as  a^roman  catholic 
for  a  unitarian,  a  petitioning  creditor  for  a  bankrupt,  or  a  rat^ 
fev  arseoio.  it  cannot^  therefore,  be  supposed,  but  that  some  di^» 
eMe  %aa  observable,  in  the  preparations  that  were  made  (vrJiim 
sMuieion  of  Capt.  Ross,  as  die  commander  er  eoveireign'Of  4|]fSi 
Mip;  than  what  were*  made  fhr  his  euhordieates^lbrvjaUfcotig)^ 
M»  pvcjKstted  expedittoa  was  only  one  of  afew  bourse*- iyei^lt^ 
was  deemed  tteeessery  t0  pioiride  against  «my:eonti^getacyv  thaf 
Mffhi  happen,  ovthat  asi^  pseire  injurious  to*  tbeheabfa  a«d 
aaCpty  ef  the  principal  person  concerned  in  it,^  ^^^  ^^  Google     - 
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^(t^)i|i  3oiiff  jHsemoranda,  that  Capt.  Ross  set  out  on  tili'exp^^ 
dilJim;'itDdrU  instated  with  the  same  strict  attention  to  ac^fac^;  ' 
th»ttke  letumed  from  bis  expedition,  his  health  unimpaired,  tfntl 
wifhcMit  the  oceurrence  of  any  accident  worthy  of  note.    Of  th#  ' 
diaoot^riea  made  by  Capt.  Ross  on  this  expcidition^  our  tnetnou' 
raintia  ^re  wbotly  silent ;  but  it  is  the  property  of  great  meft  to 
nmintatfi  a.  studied  reserye  respecting  any  grand  conception, 
which  may  be  whirling  in  their  brain,  and  to  keep  their  iiiferiors 
a9iMiil|fa»'poesible  in  the  dark,  regarding  the  exectttioM  of  any 
design,  to  which  their  genius  may  hare  prompted  them.     Of 
the  result  of  the  expedition  to  Shagerwak,  just  as  much  trfeinspired,' 
ft^^of.the  descent  ot  Hans  Klein  to  the  bottom  of  th«  Maelstronf, 
wtUt-  this  difference  only,  that  the  return  of  Capt.  Ross  wa4 
pratved,  by  his  personal  appearance  on  the  quarter  deck  of  tho 
Victory  OB  tbe  same  evening:  whereas,  for  ought  we  know  to 
the  contrary,  Hans  Klein  is  still  prosecuting  his  discoteries,  in 
thut  hitherto  unexplored  part  of  the  world  ;  and  which,  we  are 
informfid,  on  hie  return,    are  to  be  published  uniformly  with 
€la|H.  Ross'  last  voyage ;  by  subscription,  in  quarto,  and  unde« 
the  immediate  sanction  of  Hia  Majesty:  as,  frotn  the  lates( 
aecounts,  received  from  him,  it  was  just  about  the  time  that  Capt. 
Roes  took  possession  of  Boothia  Felix,  in  the  name  of  bis  said 
Majesty,  that  Hans  Kl^n,  also,  took  possession  of  all  the  land8> 
which  he  had  discovered  at  the  bottom  of  the  Maelstrom,  in  tbe 
name  of  his  Britannic  Majesty ;  and,  great  indeed  would  be  the 
loss-  to  the  political,  geographical  and  scientific  community  of 
finglattd,  if  the  history  of  two  such  valuable  additions  to  the 
^own  of  Britain,  occurring  about  the  same  period,  should  not 
f(|tpe8rr   simultaneously,  as  the    Gemini  in   the  zodiac  of  our 
national  Irterature. 

'  Scarcely  had  Capt.  Ross  returned  from  his  expedition,  that 
Afr.  Mc'DiBfmid,  accompanied  by  two  Esquimaux,  brought  back 
,l)teakey,  the  mate,  in  a  state  of  almost  complete  blindness, 
-nild  totally  enable  te  aeeompany  Commander  Ross  any  further 
en  hie  ejepedltien.  The  attack  of  this  disease,  for  it  could 
'Mcaroeiy  b^  called  any  thing  else,  began  to  assume  an  aspect  of 
the  most  serious  importance:  five  of  the  crew  were  on  the  sick 
list,  as  almost  blind  ^  and  it  was  well  known,  that  several  of  tbe 
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iiieji».irbp^wer^  whh  Commmnder  Ros«,  were  sufieriiig  severely 
ttQjpa  %  pain  ija  tbeir  ejres,  which  almost  unfitlMI  thenk  for  aBy  >ef 
llMMe  ardiious  labors,  which  they  were  then  undergioifig*.  •  Toffte 
d^diij^bowever,  of  Mr.  Mc^iarmid,  il  must  be  stated,  AafftdHi 
his.  judicious  management,  the  patients  speedlh^  retotivett ; 
altbqpgb  it  became  a  matter  of  necessity,  for  some  lisne  tftvr* 
waj[ds»  to  protect  the  eye-sight  from  the  daziling  glare  ofiihe 
snow,  by  wearing  shades,  or  drawing  the  cap  deeply  ofer  the 
forc^^ead. 

.The  two  Esquimaux,  who  had  assisted  in  bringing^ BBntey 
to  the  ship«  received  a  suitable  present,  and  then  took  their 'deii» 
parture  for  their  station,  at  the  south  east. 

The  principal  occupation  of  the  crew  on  board,  at  this  tiine^ 
was  the  completion  of  the  lee  boards,  from  which  some  gfMit 
advantages  were  anticipated,  in  the  navigation  of  the  intele^. 
but  the  expectations,  which  had  been  formed  of  tbem,  were^  a* 
the  sequel  will  show,  by  no  means  realized. 

On  Sunday  the  tZdrd,  the  two  Esquimaux  arrived,  who  wer# 
to  have  been  at  the  ship  on  the  preceding  Sunday,  for  die  par^ 
ppse  of  acting  as  guides  to  Commander  Ross ;  and  a  proof  was 
•now  exhibited,  that  there  is  a  certain  authority,  which  ruiea 
with  an  absolute  sway,  in  the  hut  of  the  Esquimaux,  as  well  ee 
in  the  palace  of  St.  James.  Not  that  we  mean  to  inibr,  that  h 
is  an  authority,  which  in  the  least  displays  itself  at  the  latter 
place,  for  we  cannot  conceive  an  English  king  to  be  suoh  a 
silly  creature,  as  to  allow  himself  to  be  ruled  by  a  woman ;  biit» 
on  the  other  hand,  we  have  a  decided  proof  now  befofe  a% 
that  it  is  an  authority,,  which  is  practined  to  some  extent  in  tbi^ 
hut  of  the  Esquimaux,  and  that,  on  the  present  occasion^  it 
was  put  in  full  force,  in  despite  of  all  resistance  and  oppositiom 
The  two  Esquimaux  declared,  that  it  was  their  full  Intention  te 
have  kept  their  appointment  on  the  preceding  Sunday,  and 
had  made  the  necessary  preparations  for  their  depaTt«re>  wh^if, 
from  some  caus^,  which  could  not  be  at  the  time  explainetf^ 
their  wives  had  entered  into  a  ccmfederacy  to  defeat  their  in- 
tentions; declaring  it  to  be  their  absolute  will  and  pleasure, 
that  they  should  not  join  the  expedition  of  the  /faWooifo*,  and 
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k^Tt*  ifceir  wiie*  at  borne,  to  piM  awaj  tbe  lon^y  bffUff  m 
mopmg  mefaraibholT;'  hi  vain,  tho  Bsquimattx  urged>  ij^at  tlmj 
iMrettreqaehtlj  absetit  Irom  home  fer  a  greater  length  of  titp#A. 
OD  <haiv  fidlhig^  expeditioDs,  ihaii  thej  would  be«  if  ihfij  m^ 
ctevpaMed  the  JK{|&loona«v  in  irain  they  proeefited  to  theima* 
ginlLticm^  it  the  domineering  ladies,  the  i^mlae  of  the  pfeeente> 
which  they  ebteld  receive-^-^files,  fish-hooka,  needles,  and  per- 
hApai  a  string  of  beads—- it  was  like  talking,  to  one  <^  Capl^ 
Ross'  monttments  of  snow ;  the  women  had  made  up  Aeir 
nbids,  thai  their  husbands  shouM  not  go ;  at  the  same  tioie, 
liMe  the  women  of  other  oonntries,  tbej  eould  not  gi(?e  a  goad 
or  substantial  reason  for  the  resolution,  which  they  had  formed  i, 
^irasa'ftmcy,  a  whim,  a  conceit,  a  oroiohet;  it  was,  .in  fact^ 
jiM  such  a  reason  as  niae-tenihs  of  the  women,  bom  in  th^ 
lattice  of  S^^  north,  can  giva  for  many  of  the  actfooa,  wbicH 
Ihey  commit,  fknd  which  contributes  00  larg^y  to  pie  increase 
and  permanency  of  domeetic  happiness.  Our  doeumepta  are* 
filent  as  to  the  acts  or  manceuvres  practised  by  the  Esqpiaianx, 
le  overturn  the  resolution  of  their  wires,  and  thereby  permit^ 
ling  Ihem  to  repair  to  the  ship,  with  the  view  of  accompany tog^ 
notne  of  theofficera  on  their  expedition  ;  and  therefore  it  may  htr 
pilpposed  to  hare  proceeded  from  that  constitutional  fickleness 
fit  character,  which  has  been,  the  dowry  of  woman,  sinpa  Eve 
eommenced  the  deplorable  work  of  the  multiplication  of  the 
human  species. 

The  Bsquimaux  were  rery  much  disappointed^  whan  they 
jbundt  that  Commander  Ross  had  set  out  without  them,  but 
they  excused  themslres  for  their  negleot  in  another  way,  by  statr 
ing»  that  they  had  mistaken  the  day,  and»  in  fact,  from  their  rod  t 
and  uncertain  method  of  calculatiop,  it  wa9  scarcely  possible  to. 
make  them  comprehend  the  exact  day,  that  was  meant  Aa  to  4 
prospective  calculation  of  tiiree  or  four  days,  it  was.n  task  far 
beyond  their  capacity,  for,  with  tbeif  total  ignorance  of  tto 
division  of  time  into  days,  hours,  minutes^  and  seconds,  %nd.Q|i. 
the  other  hand,  their  $emk9  being  an  iadefiniie  period,  it  became 
a  difficult  task  to  make  them  comprehend  the. exact  tioia^  wbefr 
the  expedition  was  to  set  out.    This  was  the  excuse  given  by 
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>df  A^  feqHimaux,  for  not  k^^ping  XheW  atipotnimcat;  but  th« 
other  ascribed  it  entirely  to  rhe  authority  t>r  bis  wife,  to  wfiooi. 
4re'MkiH>wt^^^d  Ms  c<nn|)(et«  subjection. 

ft  wM,  b6if«tef,  wifh  sonie  degree  of  satisfactioB,  tbttt  tiitj* 
lietrd,  tiiai  C!ii^.  Roes  tiad  determmed  to  undertakie  a  jonroey 
ttf  WdhHlt^  and  ibey  iniinediately  ollened  their  service  io^ 
a^ompany  fiim :  lltey  were  a^ecepted  by  Capl.  Rmb,  tnd  thby; 
aghe^d  td  %6  ai  tte  ship  after  thre«  lunikSf  in  despitie  ef  m(i 
uxorikl  eoercioily  bhiderant:ey  or  o|)po«tion. 

^eat  preparMrods  were  how  made  for  this  intended  jovrmey^ 
sni  seitohil  parties  wefr«  ^eti  out  a  sboetiog',  in  order  ^at  tW 
lMV«fti^s  tn'^t  bie  well  filled  witti  pro^risioDs  of  vari«u$  sorts, 
m  IfAl  ^  liMkb  of  Capit.  Rosb  might  not  isuffer  by  the  isadden 
trtffeaton  ft&m  tbe  'dainties  md  Iiixteries  of  l^e  cabin  of  the 
Vtetbry,  i»  4ti6  etoaree,  and  Mr^ge  fire,  which  was  to  b& 
*bti[kied  oh  itft  j^Qroey.  It  te  pottiUe,  that  some  person^  mi^y , 
took  opon  a  pretniutidsi  0f  thil  kind)  as  finical,  and  beneath  llie 
'drtiracleqr  of  ^ 'British  sailor,  bsit  Oapt  Ross  had  th«  experience 
befbr^  Mm,  ef  ifape  great  injury,  which  the  health  of  Capt.  Frmnk- 
Kn  imd  his  nobte  loompamons  snstained  from  a  smdden  traiMtion 
from  goose  and  grouse,  to  tripe  de  roche  and  stinking  deer 
bmes;  lind  on  account,  of  the  mortal  consequences,  which  tben 
etisoed  fifmn  su^h  a  change  of  diet,  not  th(»  digfatest  blaae 
cm  be  attached  to  Capt.  Roes,  in  providing  that  Ihe  sane  diire* 
All  ftrte  did  not  befal  himself. 

The  sportsmen  were,  however,  not  very  fortunate  m  Am  . 
endwTWs  to  add  to  the  travelling  stores  of  Capt.  Rom,  iot  a 
few  grotise  Vere  aH  that  they  bagged,  although  they  .saw  Iho 
traces  of  de«t*,  hiires,  oxen,  gkitlras,  ermine,  and  «iice.  In 
regiird  to  tbe  iattet  animal,  although  we  may  aff'ect  to  despise  H; 
tothn  BMittimaux  epreures  it  is  a  real  bonne  iamhe  ;  and  if  they 
«ali  fMdk  turtf  a  desen  at  a  4ime,  they  run  a  piece  of  .hoi  n 
ar  twig  1hl<ongfi  tbrai,  in  the  sa«M  oMmner  as  the  Londoh 
fsaaHiilaia yrqpara  tlm  lairkatbrthe  table;  and  without  stopping. 
tDSlkin  Atesi,  or  diveat^bem  of  tbeir  entrails,  broil  them  omr4ha 
Mh'  slid  akboQgfa  Bcnaiexif  tbe  mice  may  hare  ibelanged  ip  the 
aborigines  of  the  race,  ni,  so  atnmg  is  the  mastioationi  jof  ilia 
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natives*  that  the  bones  of  the  animal  ^ield  to  its  povier,  as  easily 
as  the  bones  of  a  rabbit  to  a  shark. 

The  whole  of  the  29th  was  occupied  in  preparing  tlie  provi- 
sions, and  the  other  requisites  for  the  journey  of  Capt.  Ross,  and 
an  anxious  look-out  was  kept  for  the  two  Esquimaux*  who  had 
promised  to  attend  him  as  his  guides ;  but  whether  the  uxorial 
power  was  again  set  in  motion,  or  their  seniks  were  of  longer 
duration,  than  they  originally  calculated  upon,  they  omitred 
to  keep  their  appointment,  and  Capt*  Ross  set  out  upon  his 
ex|»edition  without  them.  It  was,  however,  by  no  means  a  task 
of  any  great  difficulty  to  steer  his  course  direct  for  bis  destina* 
tion,  for,  bein^  acquainted  with  the  exact  bearing  of  the  place 
from  the  ship,  by  compass,  and  having  neither  forest  nor  savan* 
nah  to  cross,  to  mislead  him  in  his  track,  he  was  perhaps  as  well 
situated  without  the  Esquimaux  as  with  them ;  for  although,  per« 
sonally,  they  mighc  not  prove  of  any  encumbrance  to  him,  yet,  as 
claimants  upon  the  haversacks,,  they 'might  be  considered  as 
direct  interlopers,  for,  from  the  quickness  of  their  digestive 
powers,  their  appetite  was  always  in  a  craving  condition ;  and 
the  surest  method  of  rendering  an  Esquimaux  a  still  more 
unsociable  and  sulky  animal,  than  his  natural  disposition  led 
him  to  be,  was  to  debar  him  from  satisfying  his  hunger  when 
ever  it  pressed  upon  him.  On  an  expedition,  therefore,  where 
any  chance  prevailed,  of  being  shortened  in  provisions,  they 
were  perhaps  the  most  improper  persons,  that  could  be  selected 
to  be  included  in  the  party. 

One  inconvenience  was,  however,  sustained  by  the  absence  of 
the  Esquimaux,  as,  in  consequence  thereof,  Capt.  Ross  was 
obliged  to  take  with  liim  an  extra  number  of  men,  some  of 
whom  were  by  no  means  in  a  condition,  as  far  as  their  health 
was  concerned,  of  sustaining  any  fatigue  or  an  exposure  to  the 
keenness  of  the  night  air.  This  was  very  soon  verified  on  the 
first  day's  journey,  as  it  was  found  necessary  to  send  some  of 
them  back  to  the  ship,  on  account  of  their  extreme  weakness^ 
and  inability  to  draw  the  sledge.  The  weather  was  ako  verjr 
inauspicious  for  the  travellers,  the  fog  being  very  great,  with 
iha  wind  keen,  but  light,  from  the  north  east. 
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The  following  is  the  scale  of  the  Temperature  of  the  exterior 
•Atmosphere,  for  the  month  qf  May,  1830. 
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On  the  Isi  June,  an  operation  wae  performed  on  George  Taylor, 
the  mate,  ^ho  had  part  of  his  foot  cut  oft*,  on  account  of  morti- 
fication having  taken  place  ;  the  part  having  been  frost-bitten, 
tbirty-four  days  previously,  every  attempt  to  cure  it  having 
proved  unsuccessful.  When,  however,  the  extreme  severity  of 
the  weather,  to  which  the  men  were  exposed,  is  taken  into  con- 
8id««tion,  it  becomes  a  matter  of  surprise,  that  so  few  casualties 
occurred,  as  regarded  the  effects  of  the  frost  on  a  number  of 
men,  some  of  whom,  indeed,  from  their  previous  experience  on 
former  voyages,  might  have  been  acquainted  with  the  proper 
means  of  protecting  themselves  from  the  elbcts  of  the  frost,  but 
who,  in  general,  were  very  destitute  of  the  clothing  necessary 
for  their  defence.  This  circumstance  has  been  previously  par- 
tially alluded   to.   in   the  refusal  of  Capt«  Ross  to  allow   his 
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men  to  purchase  the  articles,  from  which  they  might  have  made 
caps  and  mittens  for  themselves,  as  well  as  a  kind  of  over-alls, 
which  would  protect  the  lower  extremities  from  the  cold.  Look- 
ing therefore  into  these  circumstances,  the  men  are  little  in- 
debted to  their  commander,  for  their  escape  from  the  effects  of, 
perhaps,  the  severest  frost,  that  the  natives  of  a  temperate  climate 
were  ever  exMPed  to,  and  which,  in  some  cases,  .might  have 
been' attended  with  death  itself. 

During  the  first  week  :Qf  th^  month  of  JFune,  the  crew  and  the 
mechanics  on  board  were  employed  in  caulking  the  vessel, 
fitting  the  lee  boards,  and  in  setting  up  the  rigging;  and  the 
Victory  began  by  degrees  to  assume  her  former  appearance  as 
she  sailed  from  Woolwich,  whilst  every  one  oin  board  loobed  for- 
ward with  joy  to  the  moment,  when  her  sails  were  again  to  bo 
un4)ent  In  the  prosecution  of  their  imt^ortant  undertaking. 

The  birds,  which  had  siigri^d  fropi  the  cou9try,  ofi  the  set- 
ting in  of  the  winter,  now  began  to  make  their  e^ppearjainee  ;  and 
the  sportsmen  seldom  returned  without  bringing  either  plovers, 
grouse,  snipes,  buntings,  gulls  or  ducks ;  of  the  latter,  Hhere  is 
a  bentifiil  species,  that  vi9its  this  country  in  the  summer,  known 
by  the  name  of  the  King  and  Queen  Duck,  the  plumage  of  which 
is  very  bandsotae  reeeoibling  in  some  respects  the  drakes  of  this 
country.  The  plumage  of  the  Queen  is,  however,  by  no  means 
«o  boauiifiil  as  that  of  the  King;  the  latter  having  all  the  va- 
riety of  cdIooIi  which  distinguishes  our  native  drake,  with  a  mass 
of  a  bright  fed  oololur  projecting  from  its  upper  mandible:  this 
bird  is  known  to  breed  in  great  numbers  in  the  marshes  of  the 
ttortbsiii  parts  of  Canada ;  and>  although  it  also  breeds  in^  the 
osuntry.  ef  tbs  B6j(|aimaHXi  yet  its  numbers  are  verj  limite4>  and 
•ivUoh  ane,  in  a.:gr«W.degr€)e,  diminished  by  the  eagermsa,  with 
.whuih  lheaaAiv9i  soek  th^ir^gs,  which  in  the  summer  area 
•vsal  dainty  to  tlidaau: 

-  Im  fftgard  tO'tbeotber  birds,  it  ii^as,  undoubtedly  a  maUer  of 
tgseat  interest  to  Cafl.  Ross,  to  obtfiin  a  specimen  of  every  .one, 
in  order  to  ooonplete  the  oroitholggieal  hislory  of  the  country.: 
-hut,  having  obtained  a  good  specimen,  it  became  an  act  of  singjo- 
.  br  •ppressifKk  to  insist  that  every  bird,  whioh  was  killed  by  any 
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of  the  crew,  should  be  bronghi  into  the  cabin,  when  a  decree  of 
selfiahnesB  was  observed,  which  could  not  but  tendio  lower  their 
ttonmaiKler,  in  the  good  opinion  of  the  whole  of  the  crew.    Il  was 
this  iparrow  and  illiberal  mode  of  action,  that  Capt.  Ross  adopted 
towards  hi«  men,  in  all  matters^^whichhad  any  relation  to  the 
scientiic  objects  of  the  expedition,  that  rendered  the  asnrioe, 
in  which  they  were  employed,  more  galling  and  irksome  than  it, 
otherwise,  would  have  appeared  to  them;     Although  one  of  the 
petty  officers  of  the  vessel  was  an  excellent  shot,  and  more  suc- 
cessful in  his  shooting  expeditions,  than  any  other  of  the  crew,  ths 
orders  were  peremptory,  that  all  the  birds,  which  he  shot,  weve 
to  be  brought  into  the  cabin ;  and  if  any  of  them  would  make 
a  specimen,  it  was  laid  aside,  in  order  to  be  skinned ;  but  if  it 
was  found,  that  it  was  not  fit  for  a  specimen,  so  determined  was 
Capt.  Ross,  that  no  one  but  himself  should  possess  a  specimen  of 
any  of  the  animals  or  birda  common  to  the  country,  that,  for  the 
purpose  of  so  mutilating  the  animal  or  bird»  as  to  prevent  iis 
being  eniployed  as  a  specimen,  either  a  leg  or  a  wing  was  cut 
off,  sometimes  even  its  head,  and  then  the  carcass  was  delivered 
to  the  man,  who  shot  it,  he  being  allowed  to  have  itdressad  for 
bis  dinner.    Whatever  the  men  shot,  was  obliged  to  be  reported 
to   the  cabin,  with  the  same  exactness  and  punctuality,  as  the 
elave  searching  for  diamonds,  or  the  labourer  in  a  silver  mine :  and 
this  system  of  exclusive  property,  gave  rise  to  many  tiicks  and 
mancDuvres  on  the  part  of  the  crew,  by  which  they  got  to  the 
windward  of  their  captain:  and  particularly  in  the  case  of  the 
steward,  it  was  the  means  of  his  obtaining   many  speeimens, 
uhich  he  would  have  succeeded  in  conveying  to  England,  ua* 
known  to  Capt.  Ross,  but  for  the  ultimate  abandonment  of  the 
sliip.    The  plan  generally  adopted  by  the  shooting,  parties,,  and 
especially  by  Mr.  Light,  the  steward,  was  to  bury  the  game  or 
other  birds  at  a  small  distance  from  the  ship,  and  than  to  take 
the  first  favorable  opportunity  of  conveying  them  elandestiiiely 
on  board,  when  the  steward,  to  use  his  own  words,  was  obliged 
to  be  as  sly  as  u  mouse,  whilst  he  was  skinning  the  birds,  giving' 
the  carcasses  to  some  of  the  crew  to  make  a  meal  of  the[m.    Many 
«  sly  joke  passed  m  the  sailor's  berths,  at  the  exjMMc  of  Ca^ 
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Rom,  wheB  they  were  enjoying  themseltes  over  the  roasted 
carcasses  of  the  birds,  that  ought  to  have  been  regularly  entered 
in  the  book  of  the  cabin :  and  perhaps  they  were  eaten  with 
greater  relish,  because  an  interdiction  was  attached  to  tiiem. 
Nor  were  the  tricks  unfrequent,  that  were  passed  upon  the  cap- 
tain,  as  he  sat  in  judgement  over  the  conlents  of  the  shooting 
bags:  for,  if  it  were  known,  that  he  wanted  a  specimen  of  a  par- 
ticular bird,  and  they  had  been  so  fortunate  as  to  shoot  one,  the 
most  especial  care  was  taken,  before  it  was  exhibited,  to  muti« 
late  it  to  such  a  degree,  that  it  could  never  be  made  use  of  as  a 
specimen  :  if,  on  the  other  hand,  any  kind  of  bird  was  killed,  of 
which  he  had  two  or  three  specimens^  it  was  laid  before  him,  with 
all  becoming  gravity  and  submission ;  and  having  despoiled  it  of 
some  important  member,  it  was  as  gravely,  but  not  quite  so  sub- 
missively, returned  to  the  person,  who  shot  it.  In  fact,  in  this,  as 
well  as  in  some  other  instances,  it  was  the  study  of  the  crew, 
in  what  manner  they  could  over-reach  their  captain :  at  the 
same  time,  that  he  was  congratulating  himself,  that  no  man  was 
less  imposed  upon  than  himself;  and  when  he  surveyed  his  spe- 
cimens in  his  cabinet  of  curiosities,  he  chuckled  at  the  thought, 
that,  from  the  strictness  of  the  orders,  which  he  had  issued,  he 
was  the  only  person,  who  had  a  specimen  of  a  King  and  Queen 
Duck ;  when,  at  the  same  time,  there  were  two  of  the  crew, 
who  were  in  possession  of  a  far  better  specimen  than  himself. 

On  the  6th,  a  party  were  despatched  from  the  ship,  with  some 
provisions  for  Capt.  Ross  ;  and  having  deposited  them  at  an  ap- 
pointed place,  they  returned,  bringing  with  them  a  gull  and  a 
plover,  which  were  cooked  for  the  evening^s  repast,  without 
having  been  subject  to  an  examination  in  tlie  cabin,  respecting 
their  fitness  to  be  receivea  into  the  cabinet  of  curiosities. 

Capt.  Ross  returned  on  the  7tb,  having  been  at  NichiUi, 
without  having  made  any  important  addition  to  his  previous 
knowledge  of  the  geographical  situation  of  the  country,  or 
obtained  any  information,  which  could  be  of  use  to  him  as  a 
guide  to  his  future  operations.  Capt.  Ross  was,  however,  never 
considered  to  be  a  communicative  character,  for,  in  many 
instaaees,  although  he  and  his  nephew  were  engaged  in  the 
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same  pursiiiti  and  bad  the  same  end  in  view^  yet  tbote  existed 
a  reserve  between  them,  as  if  each  of  them  were  afrsid  to  com- 
monicate  their  discoveries  to  one  another,  from  the  suspicion 
that  if  anjr  merit  were  attached  to  them,  it  might  be  wrested 
from  him,  and  the  laurel  planted  on  the  brow,  whieh  did  not 
deserve  it.  The  existence  of  this  discordance  was  partioularfy 
visible  in  their  examinations  before  the  committee  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  for  they  not  only  contradicted  one  another,  on  some 
meet  essential  points,  but,  in  some  instances,  the  observations 
which  Capt.  Ross  pretended  to  have  made,  were  entirely  new 
to  Commander  Ross,  he  never  having  beard  of  them  before  bis  ap- 
pearance in  the  committee  room.  In  regard  to  the  collection 
of  specimens,  Capt.  Ross,  as  we  have  seen,  issued  his  ordsts 
respecting  them;  but  Commander  Ross  distinctly  states>  that 
be  was  the  only  person,  who  understood  any  thing  about  the 
SttbjectB,  to  whieh  they  referred.  Thus,  in  question  300,  Com- 
mander Roes  is  asked.  Did  you  conduct  the  observaticms  ia  geo« 
logy,  natural  history,  and  botany  ? — Such  obsertfotions  as  were 
made  upon  those  subjects,  uere  of  course  conducted  by  myself. 

And  collected  the  specimens! — Yes,  every  thing  of  that  himtL 

When  you  say  you  conducted  them,  do  you  mean,  that  they 
were  confided  to  you  by  Capt.  Rossf — No,  they  came  to  me  as 
a  natural  consequence ;  1  was  the  only  person,  who  at  aU  under- 
stood  the  nature  of  those  subjects,  but  I  was  not  ordered  to  un- 
dertake them.  I  never  received  an  order  of  any  kind,  from  any 
person  on  that  expedition. 

The  most  extraordinary  instance  of  contradiction,  however, 
is  to  be  found  in  the  opinion,  which  they  respectively  entertain 
of  the  danger  attending  the  discovery  of  the  North  West  Pas- 
sage, and  the  advantages  that  are  likely  to  accrue  from  it. 

On  this  subject,  Capt.  Ross  is  asked,  in  the- 196th  question 
From  your  experience  of  the  Polar  seas,  do  you  conceive  that 
any  further  attempt  to  discover  the  North  West  Passage  would 
be  attended  with  great  danger  ?-^i  do. 

And  if  soeeessful.  would  it  be  attended  with  any  pubiio  bone* 
fit  t— /  believe  it  would  be  utterly  useless. 

The  indications,  that  were  relied  upon  in  the  beginning  qt 
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these  vajragee  of  discovery^  aa  to  leadiog  to  the  conclusion^  that 
a  passatpe  might  be  founds  have  totally  failed  ? — They  kanfe  been 
totally  disproved. 

CoBSiiMinder  Ro^s  being  examined  on  the  foregoing  dubjeets, 
and  bating  stated  his  firm  belief  of  the  existence  of  a  North 
West  Passage;  the  question  is  put  to  him,  supposing  the  North 
Western  Passage  to  be  accomplidied,  would  it  be  ti  all  bene- 
ficial to  commerce ! — //  ia  quite  uncertain,  he  answers^  what 
benefits  niay  result  from  it — in  favorable  seasons  it  may  be 
possible  to  get  through  it,  with  very  little  difficulty;  for  instance, 
on  our  last  voyage  we  sailed  in  an  open  sea,  where  it  is  ueualty 
covered  with  icep  but  it  Was  a  remarkahly  favourable  season; 
such  seasons  may  occur  periodically,  if  so,  there  would  be  no 
difficulty,  on  those  occasions,  in  getting  from  Baffin's  Bay  to 
Behring's  Straits. 

Do  you  believe  that  any  attempt  to  penetrate,  would  be  at- 
tended with  danger  I — Nothing  more  than  the  ordinary  dangef 
of  navigating  the  northern  seas. 

Atiy  more  than  in  a  common  whaling  expedition !«— JVone, 
except  a  little  more  perhaps  from  being  unnecessarily  close  in 
with  the  lundt  but  nothing  to  deter  the  attempt. 

Thus«  in  the  first  place,  we  have  the  exhibition  of  Capt.  Ross* 
not  only  collecting  specimens  himself  in  natural  history,  but  pre-, 
venting  every  one  under  him  from  collecting  any ;  at  the  same  time, 
that  we  have  the  statement  from  the  mouth  of  his  nephew,  that  his 
uncle  does  not  understand  any  thing  about  natural  history,  or 
any  of  the  ecienoes,  which  so  particularly  engaged  his  own 
immediate  attention  during  the  voyage ;  and  we  have  a  rigbt» 
therefore,  to  draw  the  inference,  that  whatever  scientific  dis« 
coveries  were  made,  or  which  may  be  laid  before  the  public, 
m  the  work  to  be  published  under  the  immediate  inspection 
and  sanction  of  Capt.  Ross,  are  in  no  ways  to  be  attributed  to  him- 
self, but  to  his  more  accomplished  nephew,  on  whom  the  whole 
burthen  of  the  undertaking  seems  to  have  rested.  In  fiust,  it  is 
impossible  to  peruse  the  evidence  of  the  committee  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  without  being  forcibly  struck  with  the  disposition, 
which  appears  to  have  actuated  some  of  the  members  of  it 
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just  to  put  those  quecrtions'to  him,  which  are  intended  to  elicit 
an  answer  favorable  to  his  cause ;  and,  in  some  instances,  tho 
questions  are  so  decidedly  of  that  kind,  denominated  amongst  the 
lawyets  as  leading  ones,  that  it  is  scareely  possible  to  cUvest 
the  mind  of  the  idea,  that  the  routine  of  catechetical  inquiry 
had  been  previously  arranged,  and  that  Capt.  Ross  was  per- 
fectly prepared  for  the  questions,  that  would  be  put  to  him. 

We.wtU  take  for  example,  the  following  questions,  and  who 
will  then  dispute,  that  Capt.  Ross  is  not  an  exoellent  fencer. 
The  members  of 'the  committee  were  naturally  desirous  to  know 
she  exact  scientific  objects,  which  had  been  attained  by  the  expe« 
dition ;  accordingly  the  53rd  question  runs — ^What  are  the  scien- 
tific objects,  which  you  conceive  to  have  been  attained  by  your 
expedition?— and  we  doubt  not  that  the  members-were  sitting 
•OMf  rec/fs  aicTftbtus,  to  hear  the  statement  of  all  the  objects  so 
attained,  and  on  wbioh  the  elaim  of  Capt.  Ross,  for  remunera- 
tion from  the  country,  was  partly  founded.  We  can,  however, 
imagine  them  lopkipg  i^t  eadh  other,  with  no  little  tokens  of 
surprise,  when  the  answer  was  given  as  follows:  ''When  near 
the  magnetic  pole,  we  were  then  in  a  position,  where  the  hori- 
cental  compass  'has  no  power  of  traversing  to  any  particular 
point.*"  Now,  this  answer  has  as  much  reierenoe  to  the  question, 
and  must  have  been  as  satisfactory  to  the  propounder  of  it,  as 
the  answer,  which  was  given  by  the  Frenchman,  who,  on  meet- 
ing one  of  hts  oenntrymen  in  Piccadilly,  and  wishing  to  t^how 
his  knowledge  of  the  English  language,  politely  accosted  him, 
nyiDg  ''Good  a  morning,  Sare,  did  it  rain  to«niorrowr'  to  which 
he  received  the  mosit  significant  answer  of  "  Yes,  it  vas."  What 
the  Frenchman  coold  make  of  the  answer  of  his  countryman, 
■we  know  not/-*nor  do  we  know,  what  the  membera  of  the  .com- 
jnitlee  could  make  of  .the  .answer  of  Capt.tRwMi  lit  certainly 
bad  not.any  reiidrence  to  the  question,  that  was  pntlobim,  but 
tile  committse  were  si^Usfied,  that  the  scientific  ob|ecte,  which 
he  bad  attained,  consisted  in  telling  them  of  a  particular  cir- 
cumstance,  which  every  tyro  in  science  must  have  known 
would.be  the. ease,  .were .he  ever  to  arcive.at^the .  position,  which 
Capt.  Bom  dsoeribes. 
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If»  howeyeTy  we  turn  to  the.  qoostionsy  which  carry  with  them 
the  stamp  of  premeditation  and  mutual  adjustment,  we  have  only 
to  mention  those,  which  are  put  to  Capt.  Ross,  on  the  subject 
.  of  the  magnet.     To  allege  that,  amongst  the  members  of  the 
committee,    there  were  not  some  individuals  of  acknowledged 
talent,  were  to  expose  ourseLres  to  the  imputation  of  a  wilful  per- 
version of  facts ;  but  it  does  not  follow,  that  those  men  of  talent 
ever  joined  the  committee,  for,  as  five  were  a  quorum,  it  is  possible 
that,  as  the  committee  sat  only  three  days,  it  was  composed  of 
the  non-efficients,   with  Sir  Andrew  Agnew  in  the  chair,  who, 
in  consequence  of  the  valuable  information  obtained  from  Capt. 
.  Ross,  intends,   in  the  next  session  of  Parliament,  to  extend  the 
provisions  of  his  Bill  for  the  better  Observance  of  the  Sabbath,  to 
the  Esquimaux  nation.    The  questions,  to  which  we  allude,  aro 
.  as  follows.    We  do  not  aver  exactly,  that  Sir  Andrew  Agnew 
.  was  the  honorable  member,  who  put  the  questions  to  Capt.  Ross; 
but  that  they  were  put  by  some  one»  who  had  had  a  peep  be- 
hind  the  curtain,  and  had  learned  his  part  properly,  cannot  admit 
of  a  doubt, 

Capt  Ross  having  explained  to  the  members,  the  effects  of 

light,  heat,  and   all  other  combinations,  upon  the  magnet,  is 

.asked, — Did  you  remark,  whether  light,  such  as /As  light  of  a 

candle^  had  any  influence  upon  it  (the  magnet)  {  he  answers  :^ 

TAe  light  of  a  eaatdie  has  cUso  an  effect  upon  it. 

Did  you  remark,  that  any  metallic  substance  produced  an 
effect  on  the  magnet! — Yes* 

The  buttons  of  your  coat  ? — The  buttons  of  my  coat  pro* 
duced  an  effect  upon  the  magnet. 

Capt.  Ross  considers,  that  the  discovery  of  light,  especially 
the  light  of  a  candle,  having  an  influence  on  the  magnet,  is  a 
great  desideratum  in  science ;  we  have,  therefore,  considered  it 
proper  to  bestow  upon  that  discovery,  our  most  special  notice, 
in  order  that  all  those,  whose  lives  depend  on  the  correctness 
<^f  the  compass,  may  regulate  their  course  accordingly,  and  make 
the  necessary  distinction,  between  the  time  when  the  candle  is 
burning,  and  when  it  is  extinguished.  In  regard  to  the  dis- 
covery, that  tho  buttons  of  his  coat   had  an  influence  on  th^ 
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magnet,  we  will  unhesitatingly  ezpreas  our  firm  conTiction,  thai 
not  even  the  talented  Sir  Robert  Peeli  the  gallant  Sir  Edward 
Codfington^iior  Ireland^s  ohampion,  Daniel  O'Connell,  aH  being 
nemliBra  of  Ae  oomanttee,  would  hav«  thought  of  the  buttona 
on  the  coat,  if,  IBce  the  toasts,  whioh*  are  given  to  the  toasts 
master,  it  had  not  been  set  down  m  the  list,  as  a  ^uestion^ 
which  could  be  very  easily  answered,  and  to  which  very  little 
''OiisequeBce  was  attached,  whether  answered  in  the  affirmative 
or  the  negative.  At  all  events,  we  are  certain,  that  no  sailor 
will  substitute  brass  buttons  for  doth  ones,  in  consequence  of  the 
discovery  of  Capt.  Roa;  or  diat  be  will  make  any  diSerence 
in  his  reck<Miing,  whether  he  has  on  a  plain  Flushing  jacket,  or 
his  best  Sunday  coat^  with  a  double  row  of  brass  buttons  glit- 
tering on  either  side. 

It  must,  however,  be  remarked,  that  Capt.  Ross,  in  several  in- 
stances, intimates  to  the  committee,  that  he  withholds  from  them 
certain  points  of  information,  as  it  might  prove  prejudicial  to 
his  forthcoming  publication ;  and,  therefore,  we  can  only  com-- . 
mmit  upon  that  part  of  the  evidence,  which  is  before  us ;  and 
we  do  not  hesitate  to  affirm,  that  Capt.  Roas  is  highly  obli* 
gated  to  every  BMihber  of  the  committee,  who  questioned  him ; 
for,  bad  they  been  well-paid  advocates,  they .  could  not  have 
exerted    themselves  more  strenuously  for   the  benefit   of  their 
client,  by  putting  such  questions  to  him  as  tended  to  enhance 
the  merits  of  his  services,  although  they  had  no  immediate  re- 
ference to  the  voyage,  for  which  the  reward  waste  be  awarded  to 
him.     Thus,  a  considerable  portion  of  the  examination  is  taken 
up   in  discussing  the  extent  of  bis  discoveries  during  the  first 
voyage  in    1819,  every  question  of  which  is  so  regulated  as  tq 
lead    to  an  affirmative  answer,  and  declaratory  of  the    great 
aervices,  which  he  rendered  to  commerce,  ^nd  particularly  tQ 
the  whale  fishery,  as  he  was  the  first,  who  proved  to  the  whalers, 
that  it  was  possible  to  cro^s  Baffin  a  Bay  from  Disco  to  Lancaster 
Souod ;  and  that  he   had  also  discovered  the  place  where  the 
whales  resort  to  breed :  which  place,  however,  if  b«  did  dis^ 
corer  it^  he  has  forgotten  wholly  to  mention  in  the  history  of  bis 
voyage. 
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To  return,  however,  to  ottr  narrative.  On  the  7th  of  June, 
Capt.  Ross  returned  from  his  expedition,  bringing  with  him  some 
birds  of  various  kinds^  and  some  fish,  that  he  had  caught  in  salt 
Water^  with  a  number  of  salmon,  which  he  had  caught  in  the 
lakes ;  he  had  also  seen  hundreds  of  rein-deer,  but  not  within 
range  of  his  shot.  He  left  some  provisions  for  Commander  Ross^ 
oh  an  island,  which  proved  a  very  seasonable  supply  for  him. 

On  the  12th,  the  Esquimaux  came  to  the  ship,  who  went  to 
Shagerwak  for  his  canoe.  He  brought  with  him  his  wife  and 
family ;  the  former  of  whom  went  by  the  name  of  Mrs.  Tiggula-* 
geoo.  She  was,  however,  by  no  means  a  lady  of  the  most  refined 
and  delicate  habits ;  for,  being  apparently  of  a  sulky  and  taci* 
turn  disposition,  she  paid  very  little  attention  to  the  objects 
around  her ;  but  her  chief  amusement  appeared  to  be,  to  pick 
the  vermin  out  of  her  head,  and  to  eat  them,  giving  her  children, 
now  and  then,  one  to  taste,  as  a  kind  of  relish  to  them. 

On  the  14th,  several  of  the  crew  were  taken  alarmingly  ill 
with  a  complaint  in  the  bowels,  and  it  became  the  general  be- 
lief, that  it  was  occasioned  by  the  victuals  being  cooked  in  tho 
apparatus,  which  was  Slater^s  patents;  the  boilers  of  which  were 
made  of  copper,  but  the  tin  lining  of  which  was  found  to  be 
worn  off.  The  steward  was  so  ill  that  he  was  obliged  to  keep 
his  bed,  which  he  did  for  three  days ;  by  judicious  treatment, 
however,  he  was  off  the  sick  list  on  the  fifth  day. 

On  the  evening  of  the  14th,  Commander  Ross  returned,  bring- 
ing back  with  him  only  two  of  bis  dogs,  out  of  nine ;  having 
been  under  the  painful  necessity  of  killing  some  of  them,  as  food 
for  the  others.  He  had  been  absent  twenty-eight  days  from  the 
ship,  during  which  time,  the  stock  of  provisiotrs,  which  he  had 
taken  with  him  for  his  dogs  had  become  completely  exhausted : 
every  attempt  had  failed  to  catch  a  seal,  and  no  other  altcrna^ 
tlve  was  left,  than  to  kill  a  dog,  to  keep  the  others  even  in  com- 
mon condition  to  draw  the  sledges.  It  was  not,  however,  only 
the  painful  feelings,  which  the  death  of  the  dogs  excited  in  the 
breast  of  Commander  Ross,  but  it  was  also  the  great  embarrass- 
ment^ into  which  he  was  thrown,  by  the  defalcation  of  the  only 
power,  by  which  the  aim  of  his  expedition  could  be  accomplished. 
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With  the  death  of  the  dogs^an  extra  degree  of  labor  fell  upon 
the  meo»  for  that«  which  the  animab  were  accustomed  to  perform, 
now  devolved  upon  the  former ;  and  severe,  indeed,  were  the- 
difficulties,  against  which  they  had  to  contend ;  at  the  same 
time,  that  they  were  destitute,  in  some  measure,  of  that  support* 
which  was  necessary  to  supporVtheir  strength,  or  maintain  the 
regular  stateof  tlieir  health.  On  their  arrival  at  the  ship,  the 
men  appeared  like  human  skeletons :  (heir  flesh  shrivelled,  their 
oountenanoes  wan  and  doleful,  their  gait  feeble  and  tottering, 
and  their  general  appearance  bespeaking  the  liberated  inmates 
of  a  prison,  or  a  few  miserable  objects,  who  had  esck^ped  from 
the  cky  of  the  plaguet 

The  result  of  this  expedition  was  any  thing  but  fortunate,  or 
cheering ;  in  fact,  to  whatever  quarter  Commander  Ross  directed 
his  course,  the  conviction  became  still  stronger  impressed  upon 
him,  that,  in  regard  to  the  ultimate  object  of  the  expedition, 
the  prospect  before  him  was  one  of  the  most  disheartening 
nature.  The  extent  of  his  researches . to  the  southward,  had 
not  indeed  been  very  wide,  but  as  he  never  conjectured,  that 
the  passage  was  to  be  found  in  that  quarter,  he  had  not  paid 
such  particular  attention  to  it,  as  he  had  done  to  the  westwards 
It  was,  however,  his  comparatively  total  failure  in  the  lattet 
quarter,  which  determined  him  to  prosecute  his  researches  fur« 
tber  to  the  southward ;  and,  with  that  perseverance,  and  un* 
daunted  fortitude,  which  are  the  prominent  features  in  his 
character,  he  determined  upon  another  expedition  to  the  south- 
ward^  taking  with  him,  however,  that  material,  the  want  of 
which  was  so  severely  felt  on  his  preceding  excursions,  and 
which  contributed  in  a  great  degree  to  their  failure. 

The  month  of  June  may  be  denominated  the  sporting;  season 
in  the  Esquimaux  country :  the  birds  have  migrated  from  the  . 
south,  and  not  a  day  elapsed,  but  some  of  the  crew  of  the  Vic* 
tory  came  home  iadea  with  the  spoils  of  the*  chase.  There  was, 
however,  something  father  unsportsmanlike  in  their  proceed^i 
ings,  for  they  killed  the  hares,  although  big  with  young,  front 
oiie  of  which.  Commander  Ross  took  four  young  ones ;  the 
grouse  were  shot  in  the  very  act  of  incubation ;  the  deer,  in  the 
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act  of  bringiiig  forth  its  young;  in  fiiet^  every  eoteiderieitioD, 
ivhich  influences  the  condiRt  of  the  genuiEie  sportsman^  apf»eated 
vrhh  them  to  be  of  no  effect — if  their  bag  weve  efniy  filled;  the 
eircumstaneefl,  under  whieh  it  was  accomplished^  were  never 
taken  into  the  account.  Amongst  the  most  bei^utiful  6f  tbc^ 
birds,  thM  were  killed,  were  tSie  mqontain  hawks,  or  the  great 
northern  dividr,  two  of  wUcb  we^e  shot  in  one  day,  by  Robert 
Sbreeve,  the  catpenter^s  mate,  the  male  bU'd  weighing  Idtbs, 
doz.  and  the  female  9Ibs  IO0&  They  were  delivered  over  to 
Capt.  Ross,  and  tliey  appeared  as  no  secondary  ornament  in  his 
eabiAet  of  curiosities. 

Commander  Roes  having  determined  to  take  another  excorston^ 
the  cifew  were  employed,  from  the  2l8t  to  the  24th,  preparing 
l!he  necessary  materials,  provisions,  &c.,  for  the  journey.  From 
the  great  mortality,  that  had  taken  place  amongst  the  dogs,  ia 
the  last  excursion,  it  was  found  diflicult  ta  ^pply  their  place ; 
for  the  crew,  partly  from  fatigue,  and  perrtly  frdm  m<i4^ei8» 
were  by  no  means  in  a  fit  eonditton  to  undertake  any  very 
severe  labor ;  none  of  which  was,  perhaps,  more  hard  and  try*^ 
ing  to  the  constitution,  than  the  dragging  of  a  sledge  over  the 
snow,  when  the  surface  bad  in  any  degree  yielded  to  the  in- 
fluence of  the  sun.  In  winter,  when  the  snow,  from  the  eflfect 
ef  the  frost,  presents  a  hard,  solid,  and  almost  impenetrable  sur^ 
ftice,  the  sledge  passes  over  it  with  little  or  no  corporeal  labori 
as  smoothly  as  over  a  sheet  of  ice;  but  when  the  snow  begins 
to  thaw,  the  sledge  penetrates  deeply  into  it,  forming  a  rut; 
like  a  plough  over  a  field,  and  the  draught  then  becomes  op» 
pressive  and  severe. 

On  the  2Sth,  ten  of  the  ablest  hands  set  out  with  the  boat,  t« 
convey  it  to  a  certain  distance,  where  Commander  Ross  was 
to  take  it  up,  he  being  in  great  hopes,  with  the  aid  of  this  boat, 
to  cross  the  various  creeks  and  inlets,  which  proved  such  an 
pbstacle  to  him  on  his  former  expedition ;  at  the  same  time,  that 
it  was  of  that  fragile  make,  as  to  offer  little  safety  or  pre* 
tectlon,  when  navigating  amongst  heavy  bodies  of  ice,  impelled 
by  the  different  currents,  and  thereby  driven  ao^ainst  the  smaller 
bergs,  which  were  grounded  at  the  bottom.     The  men  Mi  the 
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Mp,  at  8  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  Commander  Ross  fol- 
lowed fhem  the  same  night  at  9,  hating  twelve  days  provisions 
with  him. 

During  the  whok  of  the  Mth,  the  carpetiter  was  employed 
in  getting  the  pbmps  in  order,  and  on  the  following  day,  the^ 
«hfp  was  pumped  clear,  it  being  the  first  time  that  it  had  been 
performed  for  nine  months ;  the  stench  of  the  bilged  water  was; 
however,  so  great  as  almost  to  sicken  the  men ;  and  when  it  is 
confridered,  that  closely,  and  compactly  as  the  ship  may  have 
been  bnilt,  it  was  scarcely  possible  to  prevent  a  portion  of  the 
noxtous  effluvium  from  escaping,  some  degree  of  surprise  is 
naturally  excHed,  that  the  health  of  the  crew  should  have  been 
so  long  preserved,  or  that  the  ship  should  have  escaped  some 
of  those  epidemical  diseases,  which  are  the  consequence  of  inhal* 
ing  a  tainted  atmosphere. 

The  labor  of  the  pumping  being  completed,  the  crew  wer^ 
set  to  work  to  cut  the  ship  clear,  as  it  was  found  she  had  a 
list  or  inclination  to  the  starboard  ;  after  considerable  difficulty^ 
they  succeeded  in  righting  her  about  6  inches,  but  still  she 
had  a  considerable  leaning,  which,  as  it  occasioned  a  severe 
pressure  upon  her  starboard  timbers,  it  became  a  matter  of 
great  importance  to  remedy  the  evil  with  all  possible  expe- 
dition. From  the  thickness  of  .the  ice,  it  vras,  however,  found 
impracticable  at  that  time  to  bring  the  ship  to  her  poper  level, 
and,  therefore,  she  was  obliged  to  be  left  in  a  straining  position, 
as  it  was  not  feasible  to  support  her  on  the  starboard  side,  by 
the  props  usually  employed  on  those  occasions. 

On  the  %th,  the  wind  came  on  to  blow  hard  from  the  west, 
but  several  hands  were  sent  with  the  dinegy,  to  a  lake  with  the 
seine,  with  the  expectation  of  catching  some  fish,  but  after 
having  spent  almost  the  whole  of  the  day,  they  returned  in  the 
evening,  without  a  single  fish.  This  attempt  was  made  upon 
the  report  of  some  of  the  Esquimaux,  who  spoke  largely  of  the 
quantity  of  fish,  that  were  to  be  caught  in  the  adjoining  lakes, 
and  the  fitst  experiment  did  not  tend  to  induce  the  crew  to 
place  any  great  confidence  in  the  different  reports,  the  truth  of 
which,  they  had  yet  to  confirm. 
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The  effects  of  the  extreme  fatigue,  which  some  of  the  crew 
had  undergone,  in  the  late  excursion  with  Commander  Ross, 
now  began  to  show  themselves,  for  of  the  few,  that  were  left 
on  board,  seven  were  laid  up  with  swelled  legs:  the  conse- 
quence of  &tigu6,  superadded  to  a  constant  exposure  to  the 
severity  of  the  weather,  and  especially  to  their  extremities 
being  perpetually  subject  to  an  extraordinary  degree  of  cold. 

Moderate  exercise  was  prescribed  for  them,  but  with  some 
the  complaint  appeared  to  be  of  an  obstinate  nature,  and  very 
unwilling  to  yield  to  any  of  the  remedies  lecommended.  A 
deficiency  of  manual  power  was,  however,  at  this  period  to  be 
particularly  deplored :  for  a  number  of  hands  were  almost  al  • 
ways  absent  on  an  expedition,  either  with  Capt.  Ross  or  hiu 
nephew  ;  and  the  season  having  arrived,  when  the  preparations 
were  to  be  made  for  proceeding  on  the  voyage,  an  extra  portion 
of  duty  fell  to  those,  who  were  left  on  board,  and  which  was  the 
instigation  of  many  complaints,  which  Capt.  Ross,  fn  some 
instances,  scarcely  knew  how  to  redress,  as  they  were  actually 
founded  on  right  and  justice,  and  by  no  means  in  contravention 
of  the  discipline  of  the  ship. 

The  men  expressed  their  readiness  to  perform  the  regular, 
and  allotted  duties  of  the  ship,  but  they  also  required  their  stated 
periods  of  rest  and  relaxation.  Thus,  the  larboard  and  star- 
board watches  '  were  in  duty  bound  to  work  during  their  re- 
spective watches,  but,  at  the  expiration  of  the  stipulated  period 
of  four  hours,  they  were  not  in  the  least  inclined  to  prolong 
their  labors,  but  turned  in,  into  their  lianunocks,  as  regularly  as 
a  horse  into  his  stall,  or  a  pig  into  his  stye.  This  was,  how- 
ever, a  system,  considering  the  extreme  paucity  of  hands,  which 
could  not  be  allowed,  consistently  with  the  despatch,  that  was 
necessary  for  the  repairs  and  the  rigging  out  of  the  ship.  In 
vain  did  Capt«  Ross  expound  to  them  the  urgent  necessity  of  un- 
remitting labor;  in  vain  did  be  hold  out  to  them,  that  the  dis- 
covery of  the  North  West  Passage  was  in  inmiediate  prospect 
before  them,  and  which  was  only  to  be  accomplished  by  patting 
the  Victory  in  a  proper  state  to  prosecute  her  voyage ; — ^in  regarU 
to  the  first,  although  it  might  be  evident  to  them,  that  the  ne^ 
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oesMiy  of  the  iDcessant  tabor  actoaily  existed,  it  by  no  means 
fellowed,  in  their  opinion,  that  they  were  in  necessity  bound  to 
comply  with  it ; — and  respecting  the  second  great  and  impor* 
tani  point,  it  might  be  true,  that  the  discovery  of  the  North 
West  Passage  was  before  them,  but  it  could  not  be  beaten  into 
their  obdurate  and  obstinate  comprehensions,  that  the  commander 
of  the  expedition  had  any  legal  or  professional  right  to  promote 
the  accompliriiment  of  it,  at  the  sacrifice  of  their  health,  and, 
perhaps,  eventually  .of  their  lives.  Then,  it  became  a  serious 
question,  whether  the  excursions  on  land  were  to  be  discontinued, 
or  the  risk  run,  of  not  having  the  ship  in  a  proper  state  of  equip- 
ment,  on  the  breaking  up  of  the  ice,  to  prosecute  the  voyage. 
Commander  Ross  was  firm  and  strenuous  in  his  opinion,  that  it 
was  idle  to  talk  of  prosecuting  the  voyage  in  the  quarter,  in 
which  they  then  lay,  without  first  ascertaining,  whether,  fron^ 
the  geographical  situation  of  the  country,  it  was  possible  to 
make  any  progress  at  all ;  or  whether  they  were  not,  in  reality, 
at  the  ntmost  extent  of  their  voyage,  as  far  as  their  direction 
westerly  was  to  be  considered.  Capt.  Ross  argued  contra,  that 
the 'most  infallible  way  to  solve  the  knotty  problem,  of  their 
having  reached  the  boundary  of  their  voyage,  would  be  to  dash 
forward  with  the  Victory,  until  her  jib-boom  came  in  actual 
eontact  with  the  land,  which  was  to  constitute  the  barrier  to 
their  further  progress. 

Prudence  and  Foresight  had  something  to  do  in  the  begetting 
of  the  opinion  of  Commander  Ross,  and  something  very  nearly 
akin  to  foolhardiness  was  the  parent  of  the  opinion  of  Capt 
Ross ;  the  sequel  will  perhaps  show  to  whom  the  meed  of  the 
most  correct  judgment  ought  to  be  awarded;  at  all  events,  we 
look  forward  with  some  feelings  of  anxious  curiosity  to  ascertain 
the  manner,  in  which  Capt.  Ross  will  himself  describe  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  voyage*  from  the  first  to  the  second  winter 
harbour,  and  whether  be  will  have  the  candour  to  attach  what- 
ever blame  existed  in  those  proceedings  to  that  individual, 
ijrbo  is  the  most  richly  deserving  of  it. 

During  the  temporary  absence  of  Capt.  Ross  from  the  ship, 
i|ot  an  eveniog  passed  over>  without^ some  of  the  men  leaving 
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tbe  ship,  on  a  shooting  excursion,  and  seldom  they  returned, 
without  a  considerable  booty.  They  discovered,  that  the  geese 
had  begun  to  lay  on  the  margin  of  the  lakes,  add  their  eggs 
formed  a  dainty  and  wholesome  repast.  The  eggs,  on  being 
weighed,  were  found  on  an  average  to  be  4^  ounces — of  a 
dingy  white,  faintly  speckled ;  and  the  discovery  of  a  goose*s 
nest,  where  the  process  of  incubation  had  not  begun,  was 
regarded  by  them  in  the  light  of  a  treasure;  to  the  natives 
however,  it  appeared  to  be  a  matter  of  veiy  trifling  import, 
whether  the  egg  were  fresh  laid,  or  whether  it  were  within  a 
few  days  of  being  hatched ;  half  a  dozen  eggs  beaten  up  with 
the  young  ones,  in  all  tbe  stages  of  their  growth,  from  the  first 
development  of  the  form,  to  the  complete  formation  of  tbe  fetus, 
proved  to  the  natives,  what  a  dish  of  callipash  and  callipee  is 
to  the  gormandizing  alderman ;  nor  were  they  very  particular,  as 
to  the  embryos  being  wholly  divested  of  the  shells,  fpr  the  latter 
appeared  to  be  nearly  of  the  same  use,  as  beans  in  th^  feed  of  a 
horse,  to  farce  him  to  masticate  the  oats  more  thoroughly. 

The  quantity  of  fowl,  which  was  daily  brought  to  the  ship, 
proved  of  essential  service,  not  only  in  promoting  the  health  of 
the  crew,  by  affording  them  a  regular  supply  of  fresh  food, 
but  it  tended  to  husband  tbe  resourcee  of  the  sliip,  which,  as 
they  wer^  ignorant  of  tbe  duration  of  their  voyage,  was  a  matter 
of  serious  consideration. 

Trifling  as  was  tbe  information,  whidi  Capt  Ross  bad 
obtained  on  a  former  expedition,  he  determined  on  another 
excursion,  whicK  tbe  saibrs  designated  by  the  appropriate 
appellation  of  9^  tramp,  which,  in  their  vocabulary,  signified  a 
journey  without  knowing  the  place,  to  which  tb«4r  course  was 
to  be  directed.  Accordingly,  early  on  tbe  morning  of  the  2Qth, 
a  party  were  sent  forward  to  the  disUnce  of  about  d  milesj  with 
the  boati  provisions,  &c.,  and  having  deposited  them  in  a  certain 
place,  some  of  i\\e  m^n  were  to  return  to  the  ship,  wUist  tbe 
remainder  were  to  await  the  arrival  of  Capt.  Ross.  During  the 
absence  of  the  men  from  the  ship,  an  Esquimaux  arrived  with 
his  wife  and  two  children,  bringing  with  tbqm  a  small  sahnoa 
of  the  weight  of  }0  ouoces.    The  fish  was  Immedii^ly  delifered 
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ovsr  to  the  cook,  to  dress  it  ^rith  the  sauce  a  la  Maiire  D^ Hotel, 
as  a  seasonable  repast  for  Capt.  Ross,  preTiouely  to  the  journey, 
which  he  was  on  the  eve  of  commeneing. 

From  the  report  given  by  these  Esquimaux,  the  lakes  in  the 
▼icioity  abounded  with  salmon,  bat  their  means  of  catching 
them  were  so  confined,  thsat  they  were  Trequently  in  a  starving 
condition,  alAough  tkey  saw  shoals  of  fish  in  the  water,  from 
which  they  oooMhave  derired  th»r  subsistence  for  some  months 
to  comew  On  Capt^'-Rofi'  expressmg  his  deubt  of  tBe  trqth  of 
the  report  touching  the  quantity  of  fish  in  the  lakes,  arising  from 
the  total  failure,  which  some  of  the  crew  experienced  in  fishing 
m  one  of  them,  when  not  a  single  fish  was  cai^ht^  the  Esquimaux, 
apparently  hurt  ait  the  want  of  faith,  ilhat  was  reposied  in  him, 
offered  te  accompany  Capt.  Ross  to  the  lakes,  where  his  words 
could  be  verified,  and  if  such  were  not  the  case,  he  would  fore- 
go all  claim  to  any  reward,  which  might  otherwise  be  his  due. 
Thia  offer  would  have  instantly  been  accepted  by  Capt  Ro»,  but 
his  party  were  in  waiting  for  him  at  some  distance,  in  a  direction 
oppoaite  to  the  lakes,  and  therefore  he  informed  the  Esquimaux, 
tiiat  alfhough  be  could  not  at  that  time  take  advantage  of  his 
offer,  yet,  if  he  would  return  after  ten  semks^  he  wduld  give 
him  a  Imndsome  reward.  This,  the  Esquimaux  promised  to  per- 
form, but  he  had  not  then  asked  the  consent  of  his  wife,  and  it 
is  certainfy  a(gr4at  act  of  folly  in  any  man,  to  eiiter  into  a  con- 
tract for  thb  performance  of  an  action,  when  it  is  actually  de- 
pendent upon-  the  authority  of  an  individual,  who  has  not  been 
consulted  at  the  time,  and  who,  by  nature,  is  so  wavering  and 
ineonstant,  thi^t  Ihaf  which  she  appro veis  of  to-day,  is  reprobated 
and  diflcaantenanced  to-morrow.  Capt  Rosa  had  received  tw6 
proofs-ofthe  fragility  of  an  Esquimaux^s  promises,  and,  there- 
forei  he  did  not  place:  any  great  reliance  on  thai,  which  he  had 
just  theft  Teoelved,  '  He  might  indeed  have  receive  some  con- 
firmatieft»of  itfifom  the.  mouth  of  die  wife  herself;  but^  to  the 
gireot  SMrpviso'^  of  Cept».  Ross,  she  was  discovered  to  be  dumb, 
whieh,  sor  far  from  prevmg  a  drawbadk  to  her  marriage,  invested 
ker  with  the  eheraeier  of  ohe  of  the  best  wives  amongst  the  Es- 
9itam«x  people^    The  infirmity  of  the  wife  led  Capt.  Ro»t«( 
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believe  that,  in  this  iostaace,  the  promise  would  be  kept ;  and, 
having^  rewarded  them  with  a  couple  of  fish-hooks  for  the  salmon^ 
which  they  had  brought,  thej  left  the  ship,  bending  their  course 
to  the  south  east. 

At  7  o'clock  in  the  evening,  Capt,  Ross  left  the  ship  on  his 
excursion^  but  half  an  hour  bad  scarcely  elapsed,  befiM-e  one 
of  the  party  returned,  with  the  intelligence  that  the  sledge  had 
broken  down,  and  that  the  carpenter  was  to  accompany  him  to 
the  spot,  for  the  purpose  of  repairing  it.  Towards  evening  some 
more  of  the  party  returned,  having  seen  on  their  way  five  deer 
with  their  fawns. 

On  the  following  day,  the  whole  of  the  crew  were  on  the 
alert,  with  the  hope  of  falling  in  with  the  deer  and  the  fawns, 
but,  afler  spending  nearly  the  whole  of  the  day  in  quest  of  them, 
they  returned  with  only  two  geese  and  three  plovers. 

The  crew  were  now  chiefly  employed  in  painting  the  mast 
heads,  and  rigging  out  of  the  ship,  in  which  they  were  encou- 
raged by  the  thought,  that  they  were  then  fitting  the  masts, 
ivhich  were  to  bear  their  sails  into  seas,  where  a  sail  had  never 
been  reefed  before,  and  which  were  to  be  filled  with  the  breeae* 
that  was  to  waft  them  to  a  land,  untrodden  as  yet  by  European 
foot,  and  which  was  to  carry  their  names  down  to  posterity,  as 
the  greatest,  the  noblest  of  British  mariners. 

On  the  3rd  of  July,  Commander  Ross  returned  from  his  excur- 
sion, and  on  the  same  evening  Capt.  Ross  returned,  bringing 
with  him  a  heavy  load  of  fish,  which  he  had  obtained  from  the 
Esquimaux,  amounting  to  between  four  and  five  hundred  pounds* 
These  were  fisb,  that  the  Esquimaux  had  buried  since  lasl 
August  or  September,  it  being  their  custom,  in  general,  to  bury 
in  the  snow  their  superfluous  stock,  to  which  they  repair  in  the 
winter  when  short  of  provisions,  but,  notwithstanding  their 
habitual  gluttony,  they  will  sometimes  endure  the  utmost  ex« 
treme  of  hunger,  rather  than  undergo  the  fatigue  of  travelling 
to  their  stow-holes,  to  fetch  away  a  part  of  their  contents.  The 
whole  of  these  fish  were  as  hard  as  a  rock,  from  Ike  intensity  of 
the  frost,  but»  on  being  thawed,  the  juices  of  the  fish  appeared 
to  be  as  fresh  as  Qp  the  day  of  their  capture.    This  great -nom* 
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tier  of  fish  wero  obtained  for  a  seal  knife ;  bat  Capt.  Ross  was^ 
obliged  u>  leave  a  stiU  greater  number  behind  hinii»  wbicb  a 
party  were  to  be  sent  from  the  ship,  on  the  following  day,  to  fetch 
away.  Capt.  Ross  saw  two  bears,  and  salmon  innttmerable^  of . 
which  he  was  reaolred  to  take  the  advantage,  by  sending  a  party 
iMlb  a  net  to  catch  them.  Commander  James  could  have  almost 
expended  his  ammunition  in  firing  at  the  different  animals,  par* 
ticularly  deer  and  bears;  but,  not  being  possessed  of  the  means 
of  conveying  them  to  the  ship,  from  the  inability  of  the  crew  to 
drag  the  sledges,  he  forbore  firing  at  them,  although,  in  some  in* 
stances,  he  found  it  necessary  to  check  the  audacity  of  the  bears, 
by  a  vbitation  from  one  of  his  rifle  balls,  and  to  show  them,  that 
he  was  perfectly  prepared  for  them,  if  they  should  presume  to 
make  an  attack. 

On  Sunday  the  4th  of  July,  a  ratio  of  three  pounds  of  salmooy 
and  four  ounces  of'rice,  was  served  to  each  man,  in  lieu  of  pre- 
served meats,  and  from  its  being  a  complete  change  of  diet, 
with  the  prospect  of  its  continuance,  the  crew  exhibited  some 
specimens  of  the  prevalent  vice  of  their  new  acquaintance,  the 
E^uimaux,  in  gluttony;  from  which,  however^  no  ill  effects 
presented  themselves  on  the  following  day^  although  it  was  in 
some  measure  to  be  feared,  from  the  peculiar  state  in  which  the 
fish  were  dressed. 

Late  in  the  evening  the  party  returned,  which  had  been  de- 
spatched for  the  fish,  which  Capt.  Ross  had  left  behind  him,  and 
the  nimber,  which  they^ow  brought,  was  considerably  greater 
than  that,  which  had  been  brought  by  Capt.  Ross.    These  fish 
were,  however,  not  all  of  them  the  produce  of  the  last  year's 
fishery,  for  the  greater  part  of  them  were  fresh  caught.    The 
men  were  immediately  set  to  work  to  clean  out  a  tank,  thalt  had 
been  obtained  from  the  stores  of  the  Fury,  for  the  purpose  ot 
oreserving  the  fish,  as*  a  supply  for  the  ensuing  winter.    The 
method  of  stowing  away  the  fish,  was  performed  by  first  laying 
a  thick  layer  of  snow  at  the  bottom  of  the  tank,  then  a  layer  of 
fish,  and  so  on  until  the  ^tank  was  filled.    The  Esquimaux,  in 
ftowiog  away  their  fish,  never  a^dopted  the  plan  of  gutting  them, 
by    which   an   unpleasant   flavor  was ,  imparted  to  the  flesh. 
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especially  ihet^avt^  which  was  contlgiiow  to  tbelUer ;  it  we^ 
boweror,  ao  irifliag  occupation  tot  the  crew  of  the  Wusimy,  to 
gut  and  deaa  jbetween  two  and  three  hundred  fish  ;and  as  it  was 
considered  an  eiAra  labor,  apart  from  the  -uaial  routine  of.  the 
doty  of  the  dhipi  there  wese  some  amongst  the  crew,  who,  ,BOt- 
withetanding  tker  heavty  meaU  which  the  ^akiisd  afforded  then, 
on  the  preceding  day,  heartily  wished,  that  there  was  not  « 
saliBon*  to  be  caught  in  any  of  the  lakes  vi  the  countfy, 

'On  the  7ih  July,  Capt.  Ross  had  the  satisfiBiotion  of  emanei** 
palmg  from  their  thraldom  the  major  portion  of  the  pieces  of 
the  steam  engine,  which  had  been  imbedded  in  the  ice,  ever 
since  the  Victory  had  been  in  her  present  harbour.  The  acqui- 
sitvon  of  them  was,  howeyer,  scarcely  worth  the  labor,  which 
was  bestowed  upon  it,  for  their  value  was  now  only  merely 
relative,  as  to  the  uses,  to  which  they  might  <  be  afterwards  ^p- 
pliedi  for  in  themelsves  they  were  nothing  more  than  so  m^ay  . 
pieces  of  useless  kunber. 

During  an  excursion,  whidi  two  of  the  crew  made  this  day, 
for  the  purpose  of  intercepting  some  of  the  dfer,  ifrhich  weie  • 
observed  bending  their  course  to  the  northward,  llvsy  fell  in 
with  an  old  fox,  which  bad  seven  cubs.  After  some  inan<iMivring, 
they  got  within  shot  of  the  mother,  and  .soon  killed  her,  when 
h^r  entire  progeny  were  caught  by  the  sailors,  and  conveyed 
on  board. 

On  Sunday  the  9th,  an  Esquimaux  came  to  the  ship,  .for  the 
purpose  of  informing  Capt.  Rosi(,  that  he  had  a  number  of  sal*- 
mon  in  a  stow-hole,  which  it  was  his  desire  to  dispose  of;,  and 
a  party  was  shortly  afterwards  sent  with  the  Esquimaux  t0  eon* 
vey  the  salmon  to  the  ship  ;  the  remuneration  demanded,  k^ing 
only  a  file  and  a*  seal  knife.  The  party  ratarned  in  the  avenin|^9 
with  ICtd  fish  -,  105  being  dried^  and  the  remainder  not  dried^ 

In  speaking  of  these  Ssh,  which  w^e  called  sidmon*  they 
must  not  be  supposed  to  come  to  any  thing  approaching  the 
size  of  the  fish  canght  in  the  rivers  of  ScoUmmI  ec  fiogtaod ;  in 
fiitit,  they  can  only  be  considered  as  a  speeiee  of  Iront*  for  the 
v^hole  163  weighed  only  122tb8.  6oai.,  which  is  not  a.  pound  to 

fish*     The    number,   that  were   cao^t,  however,  apfjoass- 
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aetuftlty  incredible,  nor  m  one  instance  eould  We  oarsehee  give- 
credit  to  it,  on  the  srtatement  of  only  one  tf  Uie  ore  w^  that  was 
^8cnt,  bnt  we  made  the  enquiry  cf  another  of  the  crew/  and 
be  fully  corroborated  the  statement  of  his  messmate. 

On  fhe  ISlli,  two  of  the  old  Esqaimianx  came  to  the  ship,  and 
informed  Capt.  Koss,  that  thej  were  going  to  fish ;  Commander 
Ross  determined  to  accompany  them,  for,  if  their  report  were 
true,  a  few  hauls  wMi  the  net  would  fbrnish  them  with  an  ample 
^pply  for  the  whole  of  the  ensuing  winter. 

The  Esquimaux  remained  on  board  all  night,  and  early  in 
the  following  morning,  Commander  Ross  and  Mr.  Mc^Diarmid 
started  with  them,  attended  by  eight  men  and  two  sledges. 
The  report  of  the  natives,  respecting  the  number  of  salmon,  that 
swarm  in  these  lakes,  was  soon  verified,  for,  on  the  first  haul 
with  the  net,  they  brought  520  on  shore ! — and  the  next  haul, 
1130!!  Nothing,  however,  could  exceed  the  surprise  and  joy 
of  the  Esquimaux,  when  they  saw  such  a  shoal  offish  tumbling 
on  shore,  accustomed  as  they  had  nitberto  been  to  catch  them 
only  by  two  or  three  at  a  time,  according  to  the  iinraber  of 
hooks,  which  they  might  haTe  in  their  possession;  On'^tfais 
occasion,  however^  when  they  saw  the  fish  coming  in  shoals  on 
dhore,  they  Jumped  into  the  Water,  ottering  the  loudest  exola* 
mations  of  joy,  and  began  to  ladle  the  fish  tmt  with 'their  bands, 
throwing  them  as  far  upon  the  land  as  possible ;  but  the  most 
extraordinary  of  all  their  motions  was,  the  madiier,  in  which 
they  would  have  killed  the  fish,  had  they  been  'permitted  by 
Commander  Roes;  for,  taking  the  fish  in  their  hands,  tiiey  car- 
ried It  to  their  month,  and  openings  it  to  its  fnir«xt«»t,  bit  off 
the  back  part  of  tke*  head  of  the  fish,  net  disdaining  to  eat  the 
bitten  part  in  its  raw  state,  and  to  all  appea«ance»  with  an  ex- 
quisite degree  of  relish.  Commaoder  Ross  had,  however,  lifved 
long  enough  inhisnotiirecoontry  to  know,  that  thettf  trere 'oilier 
people  besides  the  EsqcDmaax,  who  consider  the  jiml  of  the 
salmon  by  no  means  as  an  infbrior  part  of  the  fisb/aiid  therefore 
he  felt  no  great  IneKnation  to  have  alt  his  fish  tnmllated  in  that 
quarter,  where  the  epicure  looks  for  his  dainty  motnei  of  gristle. 
Finding  H  impossible  to  co«vey  all  the  €sh  to  Uie  ship,  Com* 
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mander  Ross  gave  the  Esquimaux  as  many  as  tliej  could  carry ; 
and  he  gave  them  to  understand,  that  after  three  senik$,  be 
should  be  at  the  lake  agaiB>  when»  if  he  were  equally  success* 
ful,  a  further  supply  should  be  given  them. 

On  the  12th,  the  mess-berth  of  the  crew  was  removed  to  the 
fore  head,  for  the  purpose  of  having  the  winter  one  cleaned,  and 
painted  :  for,  what  with  the  constant  burning  of  the  lamps  and 
other  accidental  causes,  the  winter  habitation  had  assumed  a 
blackness,  very  much  resembling  a  blacksmith's  forge,  or  the 
interbr  of  a  gasometer. 

'*  Black  were  itg  sides,  as  dens  of  Erebrns, 

And  (hey,  who  dwelt  therein,  lookM  like  the  fiends. 

Who  in  Tartarean  caves  the  damned  vei, 

And  from  their  throats  belch  forth  huge  wreatlis  of  sm«ke. 

Of  sulphurous  stench,  stiffing  the  breath  of  life.** 


A  part^of  Ui€^,  labor  of  the  crew  now  consist^  in  getting  on 
board  the  flags,  pikes,  &c«  as  well  as  all  the  instruments,  that 
bad  been  used  in  the  observatories;  and  every  thing  indicated 
the  appfoacbing  departure  from  a  place,  which  might  never  be 
visited  again,  and  where  few  circumstances  had  occurred  to  ren<^ 
der  the  recollection  of  it  agreeable.  The  monument  of  snow 
wonld  in  a  abort  time  be  the  only  record,  that  the  place  had  been 
visited  by  the  stranger:  but  there  was  no  one  left  behind>  to 
tell  whither  he  was  gone,  or  the  fate,  that  had  befallen  him. 

The  rigging  of  the  ship  was  now  nearly  finished ;  on  the  20th, 
the  crow's  nest  was  got  up,  and' the  Victory,  as  the  sailors  ex« 
pressed  themselves,  began  to  look  like  herself  again ;  on  the 
2ls4>  some  of  the  sails  were  bent,  and  the  crew  got  their  chesta 
and  bedding  ashore,  for  the  purpose  of  giving '  them  a  proper 
airing  pveiriottsly  to  moving  into  the  halC-deck.  The  sailors  were, 
howeiver,  greatly  tormented  by  the  mosquitoes,  wMch  swarm 
in  these  latitudes  in  the  summer  months,  and  from  which  they 
could  scarcely  find  any  protection  either  by  night  or  day. 

The  chief  business  of.  the  Esquimaux,  at  this  seasdn  of  the  year. 
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appeared  to  be,  the  traneportation  of  their  hoards  of  fish  from 
one  station  to  another ;  for  it  was  remarked,  that  they  never 
fixed  their  habitations  twice  in  the  same  plaee,  which  imposed 
upon  them  an  additional  de^ee  of  trouble,  for  it  was  natural  to 
suppose,  thai  they  would  build  their  hute  where  their  magazines 
were  to  be  found  t  on  the  contrary,  they  built  their  huts  at  a 
distance  from  their  stores,  on  the  principle,  we  suppose,  that  it 
is  not  so  well  to.  take  the  horse  to  the  water,  as  to  bring  the  water 
to  the  horse. 

In  pursuance  of  his  appointment  with  the  two  Esquimaux, 
Commander  Ross  repaired,  after  the  three  seniks,  to  the  fishing 
lake,  and,  on  his  arrival  there,  he  found,  that  his  acquaintance 
had  been  there  several  hours  before  him.  On  observing  him  ap- 
proaching, they  set  up  a  loud  shout  of  joy,  and  placed  them- 
selves in  the  most  grotesque  attitudes,  pointing  to  the  lake,  as  if 
declaratory  that  the  cause  of  their  joy  was  there  to  be  looked 
for.  On  arriving  at  the  margin  of  the  lake.  Commander  Rosa 
.was  well  able  to  account  for  their  transports  of  joy,  for  the  lake 
appeared  actually  as  if  it  were  filled  with  fish.  No  time  was  loe^ 
in  throwing  in  the  seine,  and  at  the  first  haul  they  brought  out 
3,4001  the  seine  threatening  to  break  every  moment,  with  the 
weight  of  the  fiah.  There  is  only  one  other  haul  of  fish  on  re- 
cord, which  can  stand  the  comparison  with  this  most  woaderful 
draught  of  fishes :  but  the  former,  was  ^  miracle,  the  latter,  a 
natural  occurrence.  The  tacksmen  of  the  salmon  fisheries  of 
Scotland,  however,  would  look  upon  a  haul  of  3^400  salmon  in 
one  net,  as  one  of  the  greatest  miracles,  that  ever  happened  in 
their  country^  since  their  patron  Saint  Andrew  fed,  and  satisfied 
the  hunger  of  three  hundred  of  their  highland  country  men  with 
a  bullock's  liver« 

The  number  of  men  on  the  sick  list  were  still  great;  not  waa 
their  progress  to  recovery  ao  rapid,  as  the  nature  of  their  eeia-* 
plaint  had  originally  led  their  medical  attendant  to  s«^poae 
would  be  the  caae.  Daily  exercise  waa  prescribed  to  them  i  and 
the  facility,  with  which  fresh  provisions  were  obtained*  exeiiad 
the  alTongeat  hope,  that  the  complaint  would  soon  yield  to  the 
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regimen,  that  was  preRcribed.  A  slight  indication  of  scurvy 
aUo  manifested  itself  at  this  time,  which  excited  greater  alarm 
than  any  other  coibf  laint,  with  which  the  crew  were  afflicted  : 
for  the  scurvy  on  board  a  ship,  the  smalt-pox  in  a  Hottentot 
village,  and  the  cholera  in  an  Indian  army,  are  similar  in  their 
mortal  oonsequehceiB. 

As  Comviander  Ross  did  not  return  the  same  night,  from  his 
fishuig  expedition,  some  apprehensions  were  entertained,  that 
an  accident  had  befallen  him,  and  accordingly  a  party  were  sent 
from  the  ship,  to  ascertain  the  cause-  of  his  protracted  sfay. 
Half  way  from  the  ship,  howeTer,  he  Was  seen  advancing ;  bis 
sledges  so  laden  with  fish,  that  the  dog^,  with  the  assistance  of 
the  men,  could  scarcely  drag  them  al&hg.  It  appeared,  from 
the  report,  which  he  gave,  that  he  threw  the  net  iii.  a  second 
time,  entirely  for  the  benefit  of  the  natives,  and  the  number  of 
fish  caught,  amounted  to  2,960 :  making  altogether,  in  twa  hauls, 
the  almost  incredible  number  of  5,760  fish  1 !  Commainder  Ross 
appropriated  only  600  to  himself;  leaving  the  remainder* to  be 
disposed  of  by  the  natives  amongst  iheikiselves,  according  to 
their  own  will  and  pleasure.  Thisstep,  on  the  part*  orCom*^ 
mander  Ross,  was  one  of  great  kindtiess  and- humanity  towards 
the  peer  creatures ;  for  one  of  their  chief  melons  of  substMeiic^ 
during  the  winter,  or,  when  the  seals  begiti'to  get  scarce,  is 
their  hoards  offish,  which  they  may  have  caught  during  the 
summer;  and  two  such  hauls,  as  had' been ^rbtiiined  by  Com- 
mander Ross^  was  nearly  efficient  to  place  the  whole  of  the 
tribe  out  of  the*fear  of  soflering  (Vom  want,  for  the  whole  of  the 
ensuing  winter^  indepeikdently  of  the  ample  supply  of  food;  which 
it  (iirnishe^  them  for  the  present  time. 

If  the  minds  of  the  Esquimaux  were  inclined,  previously  to 
liie-  capture  of!  so  many  fish,  to  ertCertain*  the  belief,  that  the 
strangers  were  beings  of  *%-  sapernatunJ'  ciist,  the  late  events 
were  weH  calcutatedto  <^oofirm  them  in  that  opinion ;  for  it  was 
tea  licyeiid  the  limiia  ^t  their  conception,  to  comjfirehehd,  that 
the  oapture  of  nearly  6000  fish,  at  two  hauls,  could  he  accom- 
plished by  uny  other  beings  than  those,  who  bad  the^  eobjects 
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of  the  animal  worM  under  their  dominioD,  and  which^  therefore, 
hastened  in  swarms  to  be  killed,  wheneyer  it  was  the  will  of 
their  masters,  that  their  lives  should  be  sacrificed.  It  was  the 
intention  of  Commander  Ross,  to  have  left  with  the  natives  a 
piece  of  netting,  suiEciently  large  to  enable  them  to  catch  a 
limited  number  of  fish  at  a  time,  and  it  would  have  been  a  kind 
of  boon  to  the  nation  at  large ;  but  his  good  intentions  were 
frustrated  by  the  misconduct  of  the  Es(|uimaux  themselves,  who, 
in  return  for  his  generosity,  in  having  bestowed  upon  them 
such  a  number  of  fish,  attempted  to.  steal  one  of  his  nets,  an 
act,  in  his  eyes,  which  rendered  them  undeserving  of  any  future 
act  of  kindness. 

On  the  22nd,  two  of  the  crew  were  sent  inland,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  bringing  some  of  the  articles,  which  Commander  Ross 
had  left  in  a  particular  place,  from  his  inability  to  convey  them 
to  the  ship,  on  account  of  his  heavy  load  of  fish,  which  he  had  to 
convey ;  and  on  their  return  to  the  ship,  they  brought  with  them 
a  live  leveret,  which  they  had  hunted  down,  and  which  it  was 
their  hope,  that  they  should  be  able  to  keep  alive  during  the 
remainder  of  the  voyage. 

These  men  also  brought  home  some  small  birds,  which  they 
bad  killed*  for  their  tameness  was  so  great,  that  they  were  able 
to  knock  them  down  with  their  poles.  They  almost  verified  the 
description  in  Cowper's  beautiful  lines,  supposed  to  be  written 
oy  Alexander  Selkirk: — 

^  They  are  so  unaoqnalvtcd  with  maa. 
Their  taiReneaa  is  sboolUos  to  me.** 

On  the  94th  July,  the  ship,  ior  the  first  time  since  its  being 
blocked  up,  was  entirely  free  from  ice,  and  the  launch  was 
nearly  to.  The  feeliaga  of  the  crew  may  be  easily  imagined, 
at  the  near  proftpeei,  which  presented  itself,  of  their  emancipation 
from  a  long,  dreary,  and  helplese  state  of  entangleneni ;  and 
the  extreme  delightj  with  which  the  seamen,  imprisoned  as  they 
had  been  for  so  many  mondie,  "  in  thrilliag  regions  of  thick 
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ribbetl  rce,"  looked  forward  to  4be  tinle,  when  once  more  os  their 
own  element,  they  would  -listen  to  the  shrill  whistle,^ 

**  Which  doth  order  gWe 
To  iotinds  corifusMy  and  mark  the  thrc^aden  saiK^ 
Borne  with  the  inyisible  and  creeping  wind. 
Draw  the  huge  bottoms  through  the  furrowed  ma^ 
Breasting  the  lofty  surge)** 

Ekriy  in  4he  morning  of  tlie  2Sih,  Commander  Hoss  took  an 
excursion  into  the  country,  for  the  purpose  of  gathering  flowers, 
catching  insects  and  butterflies,  or  any  other  object  of  natural 
history,  that  might  fall  in  liis  way :  his  success  in  those  depart- 
ments was  not,  however,  very  great ;  nor  could  it  be  expected 
that  Flora  would  be  very  lavish  of  her  beauties  in  a  hyperborean 
region,  or  that  Nature  would  deck  the  few  "  winged  inhabitants 
of  the  air,*^  with  all  the  gaudy  dies  and  glittering  hues,  which 
delight  the  eye  in  tropical  climes.  Hete,  there  was  no  roaming 
at  liberty  in  the  sun-lit  fields,  and  sequestered  dells,  where  the 
modest  primrose,  the  golden  buttercup,  the  splendid  foxglove, 
the  dancing  daffodil,  and  the  sweet-scented  violet  are  profusely 
scattered.  Here,  you  could  not  lie  at  your  length  at  mid-day, 
on  the  side  of  the  broad-breasted  mountain,  pirrple  with  heath 
flower,  entranced  with  silent  extacy  ;  or  srt  on  a  shady  bank, 
gazing  on  the  earliest  primrose  of  the  year,  with  admiring 
wonder,  or  bend  in  a  retired  nook,  with  intensity  of  interest, 
over  the  blue  mitmte  flower  of  the  forget-me-not.  No :  here 
Nature  was  seated  on  her  throne  of  sterility,  in  the  very  verge  of 
her  empire ;  some  tiny  flower,  to  which  all  odour  was  denied, 
and  pale  and  iaint  in  colours,  peeped  through  some  crevice  of  a 
rock,  shrinking  from  the  sullen  Mast,  which  at  times  swept  over 
it,  and  apparently  conscious  of  the  brevity  of  its  exislenoe. 
Some  stinted  blades  of  grass,  which  had  borne  the  weight  of  the 
snow  of  an  arctic  winter,  shot  forth  their  spiral  heads  in  lonely 
tufts,  yielding  to  the  hare  its  scanty  food,  but  forbidden  by 
nature  to  beat  a  sfpd.    The  pilgrim  in  the  Steppes  of  Siberia 
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In  the  deserts  of  Africa,  or  Hie  savattnahs  of  Amerioa,  baa  tbe 
tree,  under  which  he  can  aholier  himself,  bcH  in  Ihe  region  of 
desolation,  the  eyo  wanders  over  an  illimitahie  extent  of  snow- 
covered  rocks^-the  vault  of  heaven  resting  upon  tliem,  round 
and  round,  a8  if  it  were  the  limits  of  the  world. 

From  such  a  region  as  this,  little  could'  Commander  Ross  ex- 
pect to  gain,  whereby  he  could  enlarge  his  knowledge  of  the 
animal  or  the  vegetable  kingdom,  or  obtain  any  valuable  addition 
to  his  seanlj  stock  of  natural  euriosities.  Amongst  the  animals 
hitherto  obtained,  tbeir  naiumi  history  was  well  known,  as 
being  onfy  modifications  of  the  species  known  to  exist  in  other 
latitudA.  In  the  omithoiogicaL  depaftment,  not  a  bird  wsls 
seen,  the  natuial  histo^  of  which  was  not  well  known,  or  which 
wese  not  the  common  inhabitants  of  countries,  which  had  been 
visited  by  tbe  earliest  navigators,  or  the  description  of  which, 
was  not  to  be  found  in  the  works  of  the  olden  writers.  Th^ 
seas  yielded  hut  the  seal,  the  walrus  and  the  whale:  of  the 
molluscous  animals,  the  specimens  were  of  the  most  insignificant 
kind,  and  differing  very  little  from  the  common  perriwinkle  of 
our  seas. 

The  speeimens,  with  which  Capt.  Ross  had  succeeded  Id  filling 
his  cabinet,  were  but  so  many  types  of  the  same  species,  known 
in  his  own  country,  and  from  which  not  a  single  department  of 
science  could  be  enriched  or  benefited »  The  anxiety  and  ex- 
pense, bestowed  ki  bringing  a  rhinoceros  or  a  tapir  to  thift 
country,  deserve  the  unqualified  approbation  of  every  one,  who 
is  solicitous  to  extend  his  knowledge  of  ihe  wonders  of  the 
•nimal  kingdom ;  but  it  would  be  a  matter  of  some  difiicuky,  to 
determine  the  necessity  or  utility  of  bringing  a  hare  from  Felix 
Harbour,  which,  neither  in  its  natural  properties  nor  habits, 
differs  in  ihe  slightest  degree  from  the  same  species  of  animals, 
that  abound  in  the  hiUs  of  Scotland,  as  well  as  almost  in  every 
latitude  in  the  world  •  There  was  indeed  some  degree  of  pride, 
in  being  able  to  My,  that  it  was  a  hare  caught 'where  no  Euro- 
pean ever  caught  a  hare  before,  and  where  it  is  most  probable 
that  no  European  will  ever  catch  another.  The  answer,  therefore, 
was  perfectly  correct  and  judicious,  which  Capt.  Ross  gave^  lo 
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the  ^omipittee  of  the  HfHise  of  Communt,  where  he  was  anked, 
"  What  were  the  ecientifie  objectB^  whkb  bad  been  obtaitied  bj 
the  expedition?''  and  he  axiawered^  ^That  when  he  was  at  the 
magnetie  pole,  he  was  in  a  position  where  the  horizontal  cofn* 
pass  has  no  power  of  traversing  to  any  particular  point/' 

Every  exertion  was  new  used  to  make  the  vessel  ready  for 
sea ;  for  it  was  expected  every  day>  that  the  ke  wonid  be  in 
motion^  after  which  every  moment  would  become  of  the  utmost 
conseqpence,  end  the  loss  of  a  single  day  might  be  the  means 
of  frustrating  the  end  of  the  voyage  altogether. 

On  the  26th,  the  launch,  which  had  been  drawn  nn^Ier  the  ice, 
was  released  from  its  entanglement,  and  haubd  on  shore  above 
high  water  mark,  when,  on  examination  by  the  carpenter,  it 
was  found,  that  nine  of  her  timbers  were  broken,  and  some 
of  the  butts  started.  This  was  regarded  as  rather  an  unfortunate 
circumstance,  for  the  services  of  the  carpenter  were  fiillj 
required  on  board  the  ship,  and  yet  it  wouUi  by  no  meanf  have 
been  an  act  of  prudence  or  of  common  discretion^  to  have  left 
>he  launch  behind  them. 

The  weather  had  now  become  exceedingly  tempestuous,  ac^ 
companied  by  heavy  rains,  hut  still  not  a  night  elapsed,  that  the 
officers  and  men  did  not  repair  to  the  lakes,  both  with  the  net 
and  the  angle.  The  success  with  the  former,  has  been  already 
stated,  and  with  the  latter  it  was  almost  equally  great.  In 
eleven  days,  the  crew  caught  with  the  rod  869  fish,  the  weight 
of  which  was  287tbs.  It  was  not,  however,  only  with  the  net 
and  rod,  that  they  pursued  the  sport  of  fishing,  but  they  had  also 
recourse  to  the  gun,  and  it  was  perhaps  the  most  amusing  of  all 
the  three  methods ;  for  frequently  they  fired  into  a  thick  shoal 
at  random,  and  the  noise  and  bustle  occasioned  by  the  wounded 
in  the  water,  were  a  source  of  great  merriment  to  the  sportsmen. 

On  the  1st  August,  the  main  ice  was  seen  in  motion,  which 
had  been  stationary  ever  since  the  17th  of  October  1829;  but 
still  no  immediate  prospect  presented  itself  of  a  speedy  eman- 
cipation from  their  protracted  imprisonment.  Unfortunately, 
there  were  ten  of  the  crew  on  the  sick  list,  which,  at  this  parti* 
cular  juncture,  was  a  matter  of  the  most  serious  import     Even 
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those,  ^ho  were  reported  to  be  id  good  lieattli,  were  by  no 
means  able  to  perform  the  common  duties  of  the  ship,  much  less 
to  undertake  the  execution  of  those  severe  and  arduous  labors, 
which  were  in  daily  prospect  before  them. 

On  the  5th,  the  launch  being  repaired,  was  got  to  sea,  and 
brought  alongside  of  ttie  Victory.  The  crew  were  employed 
in  getting  the  boats  on  board,  as  well  as  every  thing  that  was 
on  shore.  They  then  proceeded  to  water  the  ship,  whilst  the 
mechanics  were  employed  on  the  lee- boards. 

On  the  11th  and  12th,  the  wind  came  round  to  the  south,  with 
the  ice  running  strong  to  the  north.  Lanes  of  water  were  dis- 
tinctly seen  between  the  floating  masses  of  ice,  the  current  appa- 
rently from  three  to  four  knots  an  hour.  In  order  to  enable  the 
Victory  to  accomplish  her  departure,  a  south-westerly  wind  was 
necessary,  to  clear  the  passage  of  the  ice ;  but  the  wind  had  scl 
in  from  the  north,  and  continued  to  blow  with  great  violence, 
from  the  12th  to  the  latter  end  of  the  month.  This  delay  enabled 
them,  certainly,  to  put  the  ship  in  the  best  possible  state  for 
the  prosecution  of  the  voyage,  but  still  their  prospect,  on  the 
whole,  was  any  thing  but  of  an  exhili rating  nature.  It  was  on 
the  2nd  of  July,  that  Capt.  Parry  effected  his  escape  from  V/in- 
ter  Island,  and  that  period  was  almost  thought  too  late  to  hope 
for  any  successful  result,  previously  to  the  setting  in  of  the  ensu- 
ing winter ;  with  Capt.  Ross,  however,  the  month  of  August  was 
nearly  closed,  and  still  no  prospect  of  hi^  liberation,  it  was, 
therefore,  to  be  expected,  that  some  part  of  September  would 
elapse  before  he  could  proceed  on  his  voyage ;  and  as,  in  the 
preceding  year,  he  had  been  blocked  up  in  the  middle  of  Octo- 
ber, he  had  not  before  liim  much  more  than  a  month,  which  he, 
perhaps,  might  be  able  to  employ  in  tlie  prosecution  of  his 
voyage. 

The  wind  still  continued  to  blow  hard  from  the  north,  and, on 
some  days,  with  so  much  violence,  as  to  endanger  the  upper 
rigging  of  the  ship.  It  was  to  the  whole  of  the  crew  a  severe 
mortification  to  see  themselves  cooped  up,  as  it  were,  in  a  small 
bay,  and,  at  a  distance  from  them,  the  ice  running  in  lanes,  by 
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wliich  ihey  might  ha v«  been  able  to  extricate  tliemselves  from 
their  imprisonment. 

On  the  2l8t,  the  ice  cleared  away  a  little  to  the  northward, 
where>on  account  of  the  prevalence  of  the  winds  from  that  quarter, 
it  appeared  to  be  closer  packed  than  in  any  •ther  place.  Com- 
mander Ross  went  in  a  boat,  to  examine  the  state  of  the  ice ; 
and,  on  his  return,  he  reported,  that  bo  immediate  prospect  pro* 
sented  itself  of  prosecuting  the  voyage,  and  even  then  his  hope 
was  not  great  of  being  able  to  efifect  a  considerable  advance- 
ment ;  at  all  events,  that  they  had  to  look  forward  to  a  most 
difficult  and  intricate  navigation,  in  which  k  would  be  neces- 
sary to  call  all  the  nautical  skill  of  the  officers  into  action,  to 
*  save  the  ship  from  destruction. 

The  dismal  prospect,  which  the  present  situation  of  affairs 
held  out  to  the  men^  tended  in  a  great  degree  to  dispirit  them, 
for  nothing  presented  itself  before  them,  but  another  winter  en- 
campment, if  the  term  may  be  applied  to  the  operations  of  a 
ship,  with  the  certainty  ajso  pressing  upon  their  minds,  that  they 
should  have  to  endure  a  scarcity  both  of  fuel  and  provisions  r 
of  the  former,  their  stock  was  getting  low,  and  well  indeed  was 
it  for  them,  that  the  steam  engine  had  not  been  found  applicable 
to  the  navigation  of  the  Polar  seas,  or  they  would  not  have  had 
fuel  enough  even  for  their  present  purposes,  much  less  to  sup* 
port  them  through  the  rigour  of  another  winter ;  during  which, 
perhaps,  their  very  lives  depended  upon  the  fires,  which  they 
would  be  enabled  to  keep  in  the  respective  berths  of  the  ship. 
It  must  be  admitted,  that,  during  the  two  or  three  preceding 
months,  no  scarcity  whatever  of  provisions  had  been  experienced, 
arising  from  the  almost  inexhaustible  supply  of  fresh  fish,  which 
the  lakes  produced,  and  the  birds  and  animals,  which  were  daily 
brought  to  the  ship  by  the  officers  and  men.  This  regular  and 
wholesome  supply  of  provisions  not  only  tended  to  improve  the 
health  of  the  men,  but  it  prevented  that  heavy  and  constant 
drain  upon  the  stores  of  the  ship,  which  in  a  short  time  would 
have  so  far  exhausted  them,  as  actually  to  make  them  dependent 
for  their  maintenance,  upon  the  very  animals,  which  frequent 
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tbosQ  northern  seas,  and  which  ,c&nnot  be  considered  palatable 
to  any  taste,  but  tliat  of  «n  Esquimaux. 

The  ..occupation  of  the  officers  and  men,  during  the  night,  was 
chiefly  confined  to  angling,  and  their  success  in  general  far  ex- 
ceeded their  expectations.  It,  however,  could  scarcely  be  called 
<^gHng>  ior  the  shoals  of  fish  came  often  so  close  in  sbore»  that 
they  might  have  been  ladled  out  with  the  hand*  On  the  dOth, 
they  had  the  misfortune  to  lose  two  of  their  rods  overboard, 
one  of  which  belonged  to  Capt.  Ross;  and  although  the  crew 
dragiged  for  th^m  with  the  seine^  they  could  not  be  recovered. 
On  the  following  day,  however,  the  rod  belonging  to  Capt.Ross,. 
was  seen  floating,  by  the  steward,  but  the  other  was  irrevocably 
lost*  One  of  the  sailors  was  despatched  regularly  every  day  on 
shore^  to  obtain  some  grass  for  the  hare;  although  it  was  in 
vain  to  expect^  that  the  life  of  the  animal  could  be  preserved 
durLpg  the  winter,  when  no  food  could  be  found  on  board,  by 
which  it  could  be  maintained. 

The  ice  still  remained  closely  packed  round  the  ship,  but  on 
the  31  St,  the  wind  veered  round  to  the  westward,  and  a  dawn 
of  hope  now  burst  upon  them,  that  their  period  of  emancipation 
was  at  hand ;  but  short  and  momentary  was  the  light,  which 
illumined  the  darkness  of  their  situation,  for,  on  th&  Ist,  the 
.wiad  changed  to  the  northward  again,  blowing  exceedingly 
bard,  with  heavy  falls  of  snow,  and  the  mean  of  the  thermome- 
ter below  the  freezing  point.  This  was  to  them  a  melancholy 
harbinger  of  their  future  fiette — it  was  a  warning  to  them,  that 
the  summer  was  nearly  at  a  close,  and  a  prognostic,  that  the 
season  was  fiast  approaching^  when  all  the  fortitude  and  energy 
of  their  respeetive  characters  would  be  called  into  action,  to 
ojiable  tb^m  to  support  the  trials  and  privations,  which  they 
woald  have  to  undergo. 

On  the  2nd,  the  wind  blew  a  hurricane,  more  violent  and* 
severe,  than  had  ever  been  remembered  by  the  oldest  seaman 
on  board.  It  was  in  vain  to  attempt  to  bear  up  agftinst  it,  tlie 
fore-topmast  yielded  to  its  fury ;  and,  for  some  time,  the  strong- 
est apprehensions  were  entertained,  that  the  upper  rigging  of 
ijie  ship  would  be  entirely  blown  away.     The  consequences  of 
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this  hurricane  were,  however,  in  another  respect,  of  still  more 
injurious  consequences  to  them,  for  it  impelled  the  ice  from  the 
northward,  in  large  floes,  into  all  the  hays  and  inlets;  and  thus 
the  difllculty  of  the  Victory  a&cting  her  passage  through  it,  wais 
greatly  enhanced.  Capt.  Ross  for  some  time  had  it  in  his  con- 
templation, to  move  the  ship  a  little  further  to  the  northward, 
but  tlie  situation,  in  which  the  Victory  was  placed,  was  so  pecu- 
liar and  awkward,  that  no  opening  whatever  could  be  obtained 
The  harbour  was  directly  under  an  island,  with  a  passage  between 
of  about  20  to  30  fathoms  broad,  but  exceedingly  shallow,  with 
the  exception  at  the  spring  tides,  and  then  thsire  was  water 
suflEbcient  in  some  places  to  carry  her  through.  Pieces  of  wood 
were  laid  down  as  buoys,  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  fair  chan- 
nel, but  the  depth  of  the  water  taken  by  soundings,  was  so 
unequal,  and  the  changes  so  sudden,  that  one  moment,  the  vessel 
might  be  in  deep  water,  and  in  the  next,  her  keel  might  be  rest^ 
ing  on  the  bottom*  There  was  sufficiency  of  water  to  enable  the 
Victory  to  circumnavigate  the  island,  but  the  ice  was  always 
ao  closftly  packed  about  the  outside  of  it,  that  all  attempts  at 
navigation  would  be  found  fruitless.  In  the  main  passage,  where 
the  Victory  lay,  the  depUi  of  water  was  sometimes  only  \S 
inches,  and  generally  varying  from  three  feet  to  four  and  §w^ 
fiithomsw  To  aAleflspt  to  force  this  passage  at  low  water,  would 
have  been  tantamount  to  the  destrueCien  of  the  ship,  or  to  a  deten- 
tion for  another  winter  in  the  harbour,  which  might  ultimately  be 
the  means  of  defeating  altogether  the  object  of  the  expedition. 
It  waa  tbe  determination  of  Capt.  Ross  to  get  through  the  pas- 
sage at  high  water ;  and,  taking  advantage  of  the  spring  tides, 
on  tbe  4th  September,  tbe  men,  with  three  hearty  cheers,  threw 
off  the  lines,  and  began  the  warping  of  the  ship  diraugh  the 
passage.  It  was  the  moment  of  enthusiastic  exhiliratlon  through- 
out  the  ship ;  from  nuin  ta  man  the  hurmh  of  eongratolation 
passed  merrily,  for  the  ship  was  again  afloat,  and'  steering"  on- 
wards for  her  destination. 

It  was  exaetly  at  two  o'clock,  on  the  4fth  September,  that  the 
Victory  left  Felix  Harbour;  but  shoH,  indeed,  was  the  period  of 
4i«ir  mirib,  for  she  had  scarcely  proceeded  three  times  her  owa 
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len^h,  whon  she  i^rounded  on  a  rock,  atid,  as  i\te  tide  tfbh^,  fA\^ 
blipped  off,  and  took  the  bottom.  The  situation  of  ihe  Victory 
was  new  of  the  most  alarming  natare  ;  their  only  hope  was,  that 
she  might  float  at  high  water;  to  enable  her  to  do  whieh,  it 
was  iomd  necefssary  to  lighten  her,  which  could  otily  be  effected 
by  taking  every  individual  article  out  of  her,  which  was  ti  labor 
of  no  trifling  oharaeter  >-4he  danger  was  great ;  Hie  remedy,  that 
was  to  be  applied^  would  have  paralyzed  the  energies  of  the 
eonmon  man,  and  despair  would  have  crept  slowly  upon  them, 
as  if  the  task>  which  they  had  to  aecomplfsb,  was  beyond  the 
means  of  bumtan  power.  It  is  not,  however,  the  characteristic  of 
the  English  sailer  to  ponder  on  the  execution  of  an  act,  v^hen  the 
safety  of  his  ship  is  in  jeopardy,  or  which  falls  within  tbe  ^here 
of  his  duty  to  perform — no  murmur  then  is  heard,  but  heart  and 
soul  are  combined  to  accomplish  the  act,  and  in  the  ultimate 
removal  of  the  danger  lies  the  reward  of  the  sailor. 

After  an  extent  of  Idbor,  perhaps  onparalleled  on  board  a  ship, 
the  Victory  was  literally  gutted;  and  all* her  stores,  provisions, 
not  forgetting  the  flour  tubs,  filled  with  the  produce  of  Capt. 
Rosa'  commercial  undertakings  with  the  natives,  wem  placed  on 
tlie  beach.  A  foreboding,  not  of  a  vory  pleasant  nature,  did 
not  fail  to  come  across  the  minds  of  some  of  the  crew,  whether 
their  present  situation  might  not  be  looked  vpon  as  the  counter- 
part of  the  fete  of  the  Fury :  and  whether  their  stores  might 
not  be  tlie  fortunate  means  of  saving  some  future  navto-ators 
firom  starvation,  in  the  same  manner  as  they  had  been  saved  by 
the  stores  of  the  Fury. 

With  feelings  of  the  most  intense  anxiety,  they  awaited  the 
flow  of  the  tide,  fbr  on  it  their  future  fate  depended.  ShoefM  the 
Victory  not  float  at  high  water,  their  situatien  was  indeed  des- 
perate in  the  extnmie,  for  it  then  appeared  to  them,  thai  no 
other  altenMftive  was  left,  than  to  leave  the  Victory,  as  the  Fury 
had  been  left,  and  seek  to  regain  their  native  country  by  reaching 
Bafins  Bay  in  their  boats,  and  there  attempt  to  fall  m  with  S6me 
of  the  whalers,  who  were  accustomed  to  frequent  the  entrance  of 
Lancaster  Sound,  or  the  inlets  farther  to  the  southward.  But» 
ivon  in  this  last  refiige,  as  the  only  object  to  which  the  drowning 
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narinei  could  clii^,  the  dreadful  thought  intruded  itself,  that 
they  would  be  obliged  to  winter  in  the  coautry,  for,  at  that 
Beaaon  of  the  year»  the  hope  waa-  vain  of  foiling  in  with  a  whaler, 
as  those  ships  were  by  that  time  on  their  homeward  paaaage; 
and,  therefore,  a  dreary  prospect  of  nearly  nine  months  of  mi- 
sery and  destiUiition  was  before  them. 

Steadily  waa  the  eye  fixed  upon  the  vessel,  as  the  tide  flowed 
round  her ;  and  deeper  and  deeper  was  the  anxiety,  with  whuA 
the  mark  was  regarded,  which  indicated  the  altitude  of  the  tide. 
It  was  now  three  quarters  tide,  and  still  the  Vietory  was  sta<- 
tionary.  The  water  had  risen  above  the  numerical  mark  on  her 
rudder;  and  therefore,  unless  she  was  actually  jamned  ia  be- 
tween two  rocks,  the  confidence  amounted  almost  to  a  oertaiotj, 
that  she  would  float  before  the  water  had  reached  the  high  water 
mark.  It  was  one  of  tliose  trying  moments  of  huotian  lifei  which 
description  cannot  reach,  and  which,  imagination  in  the  wildest 
of  her  flights,  can  scarcely  approach.  It  was  the  moment  of  de« 
cision,  perhaps,  between  life  and  death — ^between  a  long  sn<i 
dreary  period  (rf  misery  and  want,  in  the  utmost  extreme,  of  haniaa 
suffering,  and  a  safe  return  to  their  country  and  their  homer 

Oradually,  and  as  it  were  with  the  imperceptible  growth  of 
the  tide,  the  water  gurgled  round  the  Victory.  It  was  a  breath- 
less expectation,  depictured  in  its  strongest  features,  on  the 
countenances  of  the  anxious  mariners;  and,  as  the  .ship  im 
heaved  with  the  wave,  that  came  rolling  towards  her — the  watdi 
on  the  bows  shouted,  '*  she  floats,  she  floats.^  The  sound  pasied 
from  the  foremast  to  the  mizen :  and  Hope,  the  tutelar  deity  of 
the  sailor,  whispered  her  inspirations  into  every  breast.  The 
tide  was  not  yet  at  its  height;  but  although  the  ship  was  afloat, 
it  was  impossible  to  take  any  advantage  of  her  being  at  liberty; 
for  as  the  stores,  and  in  fiict  the  entire  cargo  <tf  the  Victory,  were 
on  the  beach,  it  would  have  been  the  extreme  of  bad  manage- 
meut#  and  perhaps  the  means  of  deranging  the  whole  of  their 
future  proceedings,  if  they  had  attempted  to  move  from  the 
position,  in  which  they  then  lay.  It  was,  however,  considsied 
an  act  of  prudence  to  get  her  into  deeper  water,  and  she  was  | 
therefore  moved   as  far  as  possible  further  to  the  northward*        j 
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which,  after  every  exertion,  did  not  exceed  much  more  than  her 
own  length.  She  was  here  laid  afongside  of  a  berg,  which  ap- 
peared to  fbtm  a  good  hold  for  her;  the  whaler  was  also  laid 
alongside  of  her^  but  the  pressure  was  so  severe,  that  she  was 
staved  in.  ' 

With  the  reflux  of  the  tide,  the  Victory  grounded  again :  and 
it  was  found, that  her  situation  was  not  even  so  safe  as  that,  in 
which  she  lay  a  few  hours  before :  for  the  bottom  was  discovered 
to  be  composed  of  rocks,  with  sharp,  jagged  points ;  for  which 
reason,  a  strong  fear  was  excited,  that  the- bottom  of  the  Victory 
might  be  so  injured  as  to  render  her  wholly  unseaworthy.  The 
ship  was  also  very  much  encumbered  with  having  her  bows 
hanging  on  a  berg  :  for  it  was  likely  to  give  her  a  strain,  which 
would  so  disarrange  the  whole  of  her  timbers,  as  to  prove  too 
serious  a  defect  to  be  afterwards  remedied.  The  Victory  may 
now  be  considered  to  have  been  in  a  most  critical  state :  her 
keel  was  resting  on  a  rocky  bottom  ;  her  hull  in  danger  every 
moment  of  being  staved  in  by  the  pressure  of  the  ice,  which  was 
rather  in  the  progress  of  accumulation  than  of  diminution ;  and 
the  dreadfbi  prospect  upon  the  minds  of  the  crew,  that  ere  a  few 
hours  had  passed  over  their  heads,  they  might  be,  upon  the  face 
of  the  earth,  the  most  desolate  and  foiJoni  of  human  beings. 

It  became  now  a  matter  of  serious  consideration,  whether  the 
stores  were  to  be  re-shipped  immediately  on  board  the  Victory, 
or  whether  the  vessel  was  to  be  pushed  further  through  the  pas- 
sage, and  the  stores  then  to  be  conveyed  on  board  by  means  of 
the  launch.  The  chief  objection  to  the  adoption  of  the  former 
plan  was,  an  increase  of  the  depth  of  water,  which  the  Victory 
would  draw,  and  thereby  augment  the  risk  of  her  grounding  in  the 
passage,  from  which,  perhaps,  she  never  could  be  released  :  on 
the  other  band,  were  their  efforts,  in  forcing  their  way  through 
the  passage,  to  prove  successiiil,  their  future  plans  might  be 
wholly  defeated,  by  the  necessity  of  being  obliged  to  stop, 
whilst  the  stores,  &e«  were  conveyed  on  board,  by  the  slow  and 
tedious  conveyance  of  the  launch.  With  the  view  of  detMmin* 
mg  this  important  point,  some  hands  were  sent  to  the  north- 
ward, to  obtain  soundings  :  and  although  their  report  could  not 
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be  interpreted  as  decidedly  concIosiTe  of  the  measures,  that  were 
to  be  adopted^  yet  it  was  determined,  that  the  prof  isions  should 
be  immediately  re-shipped;  of  course,  all  hands  were  set  to 
work^  and  a  heavy  labor  it  was,  which  they  had  to  perform.  The 
whole  of  the  6th  and  7th,  was  employed  in  bringing  the  things 
on  board ;  although,  during  the  greater  part  of  the  latter  day, 
the  Victory  lay  aground,  and  in  a  most  awkward  and  dangerous 
situation.  In  the  words  of  one  of  the  officers  of  the  ship,  if  any 
pressure  had  now  come  OA  from  the  ice,  it  would  haTO  been  their 
fate  to  say  to  the  Victory,  as  was  said  to  the  Fury,  '*  Good  bye^ 
Victory.'*  In  fact,  dafigers  appeared  to  accumulate  around  thetu^ 
in  every  quarter ;  and  their  only  chance  of  emancipating  them- 
selves from  their  perilous  situation,  was  to  cut  through  the  ice* 
bergs,   and  thereby  obtain  a  passage  for  the  ship. 

On  the  8th,  the  re-shipment  of  the  stores  was  completed,  and 
the  men  were  set  to  work  with  the  ice  saws,  to  cut  the  bergs  to 
pieces.  The  wind,  however,  still  continuing  to  blow  from  the 
north  and  the  north-east,  contributed  not  a  little  to  retard  their 
operations,  for  the  ice  was  continually  impelled  with  the  tide 
into  the  bay,  and,  in  a  short  time,  formed  such  heavy  masses,  that 
it  was  in  vain  to  attempt  to  force  a  passage  through  ihem.  By 
dint  of  great  labor  and  perseverance,  however,  a  channel  was 
made  through  that  part  of  the  ice,  immediately  on  the  bows  of 
the  ship,  and  the  hawsers  were  heaved  on  the  bead,  for  the  purpose, 
of  warping  her  through  the  channel ;  but,  notwithstanding  all 
their  united  exertions,  not  a  single  haul  or  square  of  the  capstem 
could  be  got,  indeed  it  appeared,  as  if  the  ship  were  iomiove^ 
ably  wedged  in  between  the  ice,  and  that  it  defied  all  human 
power  to  advance  her  a  single  bthom  from  her  present  position. 
On  the  11th,  the  wind  came  round  to  the  south,  which  in- 
pired  the  crew  with  some  hope,  that  their  emancipation  was 
at  hand,  but  the  ice  remained  every  where  stationary,  and  the 
frost  was  so  severe,  tliat  every  particle  of  water  was  covered 
with  young  ice.  This  was  a  most  disheartening  proqiect  to 
the  whole  crew,  and  excited  in  the  breast  of  Capt.  Ross,  the 
most  serious  apprehensions  for  their  future  fat^ ;  for  it  appeared 
to  him,  that  no  other  destiny  awaited  them,  than  passing  anotho^ 
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winter  iQ  the  same  harbour,  which  might  uliirnately  oblige 
them  Xq  bear  i^way  for  England,  on  the  b^^aking  up  of  tlie  ice, 
in  the  following  summer,  from  a  total  inability  to  pros^ute  the 
voyage  from  a  scarcity  of  provisions. 

Daring  tbe  whole  of  the  11th,  all  hands  were  employed  with 
the  ice  saws,  and  to  all  appearance  a  passage  was  open  for  the 
ship;  an  attempt  was  now  made  to  get  a  haul  of  the  capstern, 
but  the  ice  prevented  it,  for  so  closely  was  the  ship  bound  in 
with  heavy  ice^  that  the  ice  saws  could  scarcely  penetrate  to 
the  depth ;  even  the  force  of  the  capstern,  with  three  hawsers, 
was  not  sufficient  to  move  her  an  inch^from  her  position. 

On  the  evening  of  the  11th,  the  Aurora  borealis  shOne  with 
uncommon  splendour,  it  being  the  first  time  that  it  had  been  seen 
since  the  preceding  winter.  Bright  and  beautiful  as  was  this 
phenomenon,  it  was  still  to  them  the  harbinger  of  approaching 
winter,  and  that  the  time  was  near  at  band,  when  it  would  be 
the  only  light,  which  would  beam  upon  them  from  heaven,  or 
which  would  illumine  the  desolate  region  around  them. 

On  the  12th,  nine  Esquimaux  came  to  the  ship,  the  majority 
of  whom  were  entire  strangers ;  they  had  left,  at  a  distance  four- 
teen women  and  children,  for  the  purpose  of  rigging  out  their 
tents,  but  not  having  any  article  of  traffic  with  them,  they  excited 
very  little  attention,  and  were  allowed  to  depart,  without  any 
preeents  being  made  them. 

The  crew  were  still  employed  on  the  12th,  in  cutting  the  bergs, 
and,  on  the  following  day,  the  ship  floated,  with  a  head  wind 
from  the  south,  and,  to  the  great  satisfaction  of  the  crew,  the  ice 
running  to  the  north. 

On  the  I3tb,  Uie  vessel  was  visited  by  a  whole  tribe  of  Esqui- 
maux, who,  in  the  present  situation  of  the  ship,  with  every  hand 
engaged  either  on  deck,  or  on  the  ice,  were  by  no  ijaeans  very 
wekome  visitors.  They  appeared,  however,  to  be  of  a  very  dif- 
ferent opinion,  for  they  did  not  testify  the  slightest  disposition 
to  leave  the  ship ;  on  the  contrary,  they  gave  Capt.  Ross  to  un« 
derstand,  Uiat  it  was  their  intention  to  'take  their  senik  on 
boatd,  and  to  proceed  on  their  journey,  on  the  following  day. 
Capt.|to«$  was  not  without  some  experience  in  the  character  of 
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these  people :  and  it  is  very  natural  to  suppose^  that  an  indiri- 
dual,  who  has  been   frequently  cheated  by  a  particular  class  of 
persons^  is    not  very  solicitous  afterwards   to  renew  their  ac- 
quaintance.    He,  therefore,   in  an  authoritative  tone,  gave  the 
Esquimaux  to  understand,  that  they  might  take  their  senik  in  any 
other  part  of  the  world,  which  their  fancy  might  select ;  but  that 
it  was  his  positive  determination,  that  it  should  not  take  place 
on  board  of  his  ship.    This  was^  however,  a  mode  of  argument, 
which  they  did  not  understand,  or  if  they  did  understand  it,  it 
did  not  in  the  least  harmonize  with  their  own  individual  feel- 
ings ;  tot  as,  from  their  infancy,  they  had  never  been  subject  to 
any  authority,  they  were  not  disposed  to  bend  to  it,  from  a  per- 
son, who,  although  he  might  have  dropped  amongst  them,  in  a 
most  extraordinary  manner,  and  appeared  to  be  invested  with  the 
character  of  a  superior  being,  yet  it  was  to  them  by  no  means  a 
settled  point,  that  he  was  to  determine  the  exact  place,  where 
they  were  to  keep  their  senik,  and  to  deny  to  them  those  rights 
of  hospitality,  which  bad  been  alk)wed  to  their  brethren.    The 
vicinity  of  Felix  Harbour  was  not,  however,  the  only  place,   in 
this  motley  wprtd,  in  which  the  might  of  the  strong  prevails 
against  the  claims  of  the  pauper  and  the  dependent.     The  Es- 
quimaux had  come  without  a  passport ;  for  they  had  brought 
neither  skins,  nor  trousers,  nor  hoods,  nor  mittens,  nor  any  ar* 
tide  of  their  household   gear :   and,  therefore,  with   all   that 
coarseness  of  manners,   which  is  habitual  to  the  British  sailor^ 
when  be  is  standing  on  the  deck  of  his  own  ship,  the  Esquimaux 
were  by  turns  handed  down  the  ladder,  and  left  to  take  their 
senik  under  the  cope  of  heaven,  which  perhaps  to  them  was  a 
nobler  covering,  than  the  smoke-dried  rafters  of  an  English  vessel. 
The  wind  continuing  to  blow  from  the  south,  the  ship,  on  the 
15th,  was  heaved  a-head,  with  the  ice  running  north,  making  a 
heavy  pressure  against  the  stem  of  the  vessel,  and  exciting  somo 
apprehension  for  the  safety  of  the  rudder.     Some  very  opposite 
opinions  were  at  this  time  held  on  board  the  ship,  as  to  the 
course  of  management,  which  was  pursued  on  this  occasion  ;  and 
many  there  wore,  who,  although  they  could  not  boast  of  holding 
the  King's  commission,  or  who  had  gone  through  their  exan^iua- 
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tion  before  the  aords  of  the  Admiralty,  yet  who  had  gained  suffi- 
cieat  experience  to  decide,  that  there  is  an  essential  difference, 
between  having  the  command  of  an  expedition,  and  the  possession 
of  the  abilities  requisite  to  perform  the  duties  of  it« 

On  the  16th,  the  ship  was  heaved  out   in  clear  water  under 
the  island,  and  every  preparation  was  now  made  for  sea.    In 
the  mean  time,  however,  some  serious  complaints  were  made  to 
the  commander,  in  regard  to  the  nature  of  the  provisions,  and 
the  effect,  which  they  had  upon  the  health  of  the  crew.    As  the 
winter  approached,  they  were  allowed  a  certain  quantity  of 
salmon  every  alternate  day  ;  but  the  fish,  that  were  allotted  to 
them,  were  those,  which  had  been  preserved  in  vinegar,  if,    in 
this   instance,  the  word  preservation   may  be  allowed.     After 
undergoing  the  process  of  boiling,  the  fish  would  drop  all  to 
pieces,  nor  were  they  accompanied  with  that  wholesome  smell,  as 
to  invite  the  appetite  to  partake  of  them.  The  fish,  selected  for 
the  mess  in  the  cabin,  were  taken  from  one  of  the  pickled  casks, 
and  they  were  always  cooked  by  themselves ;  but  the  fish,  destined 
for  the  messes  of  the  sailors,  were  all  cooked  together,  or  rather 
steamed,  for  every  thing,  that  could  be  done,  was  performed  by 
steam ;  the  consequence  of  which  was,  that  the  middle  part  of 
the  fish  was  raw,  whilst  the  outer  parts  were  like  so  much  saw- 
dust, mixed  with  water,  and  accompanied  with  such  a  disgusting 
smell,  that  the  officers  in  the  cabin  could  not  endure  it,  and  the 
fish  was  no  sooner  put  upon  the  table,  than  it  was  taken  off  again. 
It  was  rather  a  ludicrous  sight,  to  observe  one  officer  after  the 
other,  applying  his  fingers  to  the  nostrils  of  his  nose,  on  the 
introduction  of  the  fish,  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  the  odour 
reaching  the  olfactory  nerve,  and  then  all  of  them  bursting  out 
with  the  same  exclamation,  "Take  it  away,  take  it  away  -^  and 
the  fish  was  again  committed  to  its  original  element,  for  even 
the   cats,  o^  which  there  were  four  on  board,  would  not  even 
partake  of  it. 

In  regard  to  those  animals,  a  circumstance  occurred,  which 
is  Btrongly  corroborative  of  the  proverbial  cunning  of  the  fox. 
It  has  been  stated,  in  a  previous  part  of  this  work,  that  an  old 
fox  was  killed,  which  had  four  cubs,  and  these  animals  were 
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brought  on  board  the  Victory,  and  wore  allowed  to  run  at  large 
about  the  lower  deck,  where  (hey  had  for  their  cotnpanionft»  the 
four  cats,  who  did  not  appear  by  any  moans,  lo  relish  this  en* 
croachment  upon  their  hitherto  undisputed  sovereignty.  AnioDg9t 
the  cats  was  an  old  torn,  who  might  be  considered  the  patriarch 
of  the  feline  community,  and  who,  from  his  age  and  standing, 
ought  not  to  have  been  exposed  to  the  tricks  and  gambols,  which 
the  young  foxes  were  continually  playing,  and  which,  certainly, 
were  sometimes   performed   at   the  most   unseasonable  times, 
especially,  when  old  tom  was  taking  his  sinik,  before  th«  fire 
in  the   stove.     The  cubs,   in  some  respects,  feund  the   three 
younger  cats  to  be  rather  of  a  sociable  disposition ;  and  there  is 
very  little  doubt,  but  that  the  cats  and  the  foxem  would  hav* 
lived  on  very  friendly  terms  with  each  other,  had  it  not  been 
for  the  surly  and  morose  disposition  of  old  tom,  who  appeared 
to  have  other  things  to  thmk  of,  than  playing  at  bo«>peop  or  hide- 
and  seek  with  the  intruders,  amongst  the  tubs  and  chests,  which 
were  stowed  away  in  that  part  of  the  ship  allotted  for  their 
habitation.     The   foxes  appeared  to  be  thoroughly  convinced, 
that,  single  handed,  they  were  no  match  for  old  tom,  but  their 
natural  cunning  told  them,  that  by  entering  with  eachoiher,  inki 
an  offensive  alliance  against  him,  not  only  his  haughty  sptrif 
would  be  subdued,  but  perhaps  their  own  supremacy  established ; 
at  all  events,  he  would  be  brought  to  the  knowledge,  that  they^ 
were  not  the  animals  to  be  treated  with  that  indignity  and  con- 
tempt, which  had  hitherto  been  their  lotto  i^ceive  frotoi  him. 

The  first  point  of  attack,  projected  by  the  allies,  was  against 
the  food,  which  was  daily  allotted  for  the  consumption  of  old 
tom,  for  they  appeared  not  to  be  ignorant  of  one  of  the  first 
principles  of  war,  which  teaches,  that  the  surest  way  to  brin^ 
an  enemy  to  submission,  is  to  starve  him  out  The  allies  acting 
up  to  this  primiple,  attended  regularly  at  the  time  when  the 
cats  were  fed ;  and  old  tom  had  no  sooner  taken  possession  of 
his  allotment,  and  had  retired  to  some  corner,  for  the  purpose  of 
comfortably  enjoying  it,  than  the  allies  followed  him,  but 
showed  not  the  slightest  disposition  to  obtain  from  him  his 
allotted  portion  of  food,  by  any  direct  act  of  bostil'ty  or  aggres* 
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ftion.  One  of  the  allies  placed  himself  in  the  front  ot  old  torn, 
not  daring  to  lay  his  paw  upon  the  lump  of  flesh,  that  he  was 
masticating;  nor  did  torn  appear  to  treat  the  impudent  observer 
of  his  actions,  with  any  tokens  of  fear  or  resentment.  On  a 
sudden,  however,  an  attack  was  made  in  a  quarter,  which  torn 
little  expected,  and  the  reason  of  which  he  could  not  possibly 
g^ess.  This  part,  so  rudely  and  insolently  attacked,  was 
his  tail ;  and  to  attack  the  tail  of  a  cat,  is  equal  in  indignity 
to  the  tweak  of  a  nose,  or  a  spit  in  the  face,  amongst  tlie 
christians. 

It  would  have  been  deemed  a  direct  act  of  cowardice,  on  the 
part  of  ton,  not  to  have  resented  this  attack  apon  his  taH,  and 
therefore,  with  a  becoming  spirit,  he  turned  round  to  punish  the 
insolent  assailant,  by  the  severest  infliction  of  his  talons,  which 
his  strength  would  allow  him.  The  assailant  expected  the 
punishment  that  awaited  him,  and  dexterously  parried  the  blow, 
which  would  have  excoriated  his  face.  Old  tom,  having  put 
his  enemy  in  the  rear  to  flight,  coolly  returned  to  conclude  his 
meal;  but  great,  indeed,  was  his  disappointment,  when  he 
discovered,  that  whilst  he  was  defending  himself  against  tho 
attack  in  the  rear,  hie  enemy  in  front  had  illegally  and  unjusti- 
fiably seized  upon  his  provender,  and  was  then  devouring 
behind  a  tub,  the  last  portion  of  it;  casting  a  look  of  malicious 
triumph  towards  old  tom,  who  retired  to  a  corner,  in  the  sulks, 
wishing  all  those  at  Jericho,  who  had  brought  him  to  a  country, 
where  his  very  food  was  snapped  away  from  him«  by  a  set  ol 
brutes,  which,  in  his  native  land,  never  dared  to  show  their  fdoei* 
in  his  presence. 

It  was,  however,  not  only  once,  twice,  nor  thrice,  that  thie 
stratagem  was  played  upon  old  tom,  but  it  wan  also  practised 
against  the  other  cats ;  and  the  foxes  supported  the  character 
for  cunning  and  artifice,  which  was  given  them,  at  their  origin, 
I  y  Nature,  and  which  was  confirmed  to  them  by  Noah,  when 
he  sent  them  adrift  from  his  ark,  to  propagate  their  species  on 
the  earth. 

In  regard  to  the  curing  of  the  fish,  a  very  serious  charge  of 
neglect,   not  to  call  it  by  a  much  severer  name,  was  brought 
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against  Capt.  Ross;  and  vvhich  was  too  unfortunately  sulistan- 
tiated^  in  the  effect,  which  the  eating  of  the  fish  had  upon  the 
health  of  the  crew.   The  apparatus  in  which  the  fish  were  boiled, 
was  one  of  Slater's  Patent ;  the  boilers  of  which  were  made  of 
copper,  and  tinned  inside,  but,  from  the  constant  use  in  which 
they  had  been  kept,  the  lining  was  almost  wholly  worn  off.   There 
being  a  good  supply  of  vinegar  on  board,  the  coppers  were  filled 
with   salmon,    and  then  covered   with   vinegar;   after  boiling 
eight  or  ten  minutes,  the  fish  were  taken  out,  with  great  care, 
and  placed  regularly,    like  herrings,   in  an  empty  cask;   and 
then  the  boilers  were  again  filled  with  fish;  the  same  vinegar 
serving  for  several  boilings.    This  plan  was  pursued,  until  two 
large  casks  were  filled,  and  then  it  was  discovered,  that  the 
fish  were  strongly  impregnated  with  copperas,  from  the  delete- 
rious effect,  which  it  produced  on  those,  who  partook  of  it ;  and 
the  contents  of  the  two  casks  were  therefore  thrown  on  the 
beach,  in  Victory  Harbour,  as  a  manifesto  of  the  wisdom  and 
caution  pursued  by  Capt.  Ross,  in  his  management  of  the  inter- 
nal economy  of  the  ship.     Nor  was  this  the  only  instance,  in 
which  Capt.  Ross  .appeared  to    lose    sight    of    the    common 
dictates  of  foresight  and  prudence,  in  the  regulations,  which  he 
adopted,  for  the  management  of  the  victualling  department  of 
his  .vessel.  -   - 

In  consequence  of  the  erection  of  the  steam  engine,  there  was 
a  great  deal  of  copper  funnelling  on  board,  which,  with  the 
condemnation  of  the  engine,  was  a  heap  of  lumber,  fit  only  to 
augment  the  stock  of  a  marine  store  shop.  It  was  a  bright  idea, 
generated  in  the  mind  of  Cai>t.  Ross,  that  this  funnelling  should 
be  applied  to  some  specific  purpose,  even  if  it  were  in  the 
manufacture  of  a  trumpet,  wherewith  to  sound  his  fame,  as  the 
first  of  British  navigators.  It  was,  however,  determined  by 
Capt.  Ross,  that  a  more  useful  utensil  than  a  trumpet,  should  be 
made  of  them,  without  taking  it  in  the  least  into  consideration, 
whether  they  were  in  any  respect  applicable  for  the  purpose,  to 
which  it  was  intended  they  should  be  applied,  or  whether  such 
application  might  not  be  considered  as  a  manifest  display  of 
the  most  consummate  ignorance  and  want  of  all  foresight,  which 
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ever  distinguislied  the  condact  of  any  individual,  to  whose  rare 
and  superintendence  the  valuable  health  of  a  number  of  men 
viras  confided. 

In  the  various  fishing  parties,  in  which  the  oflicers  and  men 
had  been  employed,  a  great  inconvenience  had  been  felt,  for  the 
want  of  some  ntensit,  in  which  to  cook  their  provisions,  and 
which  frequently  obliged  the  men  to  eat  their  food  in  an  un- 
cooked state.  Capt.  Ross,  no  doubt,  had  heard  in  England,  of 
copper  kettles  and  saucepans,  and  as  he  was  in  possession  of  an 
ample  supply  of  the  material  where-from  they  cotdd  be  manu- 
fiicturedy  he  ordered  the  engineer  to  cut  off  two  pieces  of  the 
funnelling,  for  the  purpose  of  converting  them,  with  all  possible 
expedition>  into  two  kettles,  for  the  benefit  of  the  fishing  parties, 
in  which  to  boil  their  food.  Capt.  Ross  was  perhaps  not  aware, 
that  another  metal  is  necessary,  before  copper  can  be  used  with 
any  safety,  for  culinary  purposes ;  and  in  extenuation  of  his  con- 
duct on  this  occasion,  it  must  be  admitted,  that  that  metal  was 
not  to  be  had,  and  therefore,  perhaps,  a  cautious  and  prudent 
man  would  never  have  converted  the  funnels  jnto  either  ket* 
lies  or  saucepans,  in  which  the  food,  that  was  to  be  eaten  by  his 
men,  was  to  be  dressed,  without  first  taking  into  his  considera- 
tion, whether  the  lives  of  the  consumers  of  the  food  might  not 
thereby  be  forfeited.  The  saucepans  were,  however,  made, 
and  to  the  deleterious  effects  of  the  food,  that  was  cooked  in 
them,  were  ascribed  the  fits,  to  which  Anthony  Buck  became 
Subject,  and  which  terminated  in  his  blindness.  Buck,  as  well 
as  others  of  the  crew,  who  were  engaged  in  the  fishing  par- 
ties, were  accustomed  to  eat  a  great  deal  of  fish ;  and  frequently 
ihey  wouM  not  wait  until  they  were  boiled  enough,  which  was 
always  done  in  the  copper  funnelling,  which  so  impregnated 
the  food  with  copperas,  that  scarcely  a  man  escaped  the  ef« 
fects  of  It  As  an  aggravation  of  the  evil,  they  would  make 
meal  after  meal,  with  not  a  bit  of  bread  to  neutralise  the 
poisonous  quality  of  the  food ;  for  their  allowance  of  bread  was 
so  small,  that  they  would  frequently  consume  their  weekly  portion 
in  three  days,  leaving  themselves,  during  the  other  four,  with 
no  other  food  than  what  was  cooked  in  the  copper  funnelling* 
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It  was  not  tabe  wondered  at,  that  the  men  we4'e  induced^  on 
these  occasions,  to  draw  a  comparison  between  the  food  allotted 
fo  them,  and  that  which  was  allotted  to  the  ofiicers«  With  ihe 
latter,  there  was  no  short  allowance,  no  restriction  as  to  quality 
or  quantitf :  their  table  was  alwajs  supplied  with  the  best  fare^ 
that  the  ship  could  supply ;  an  abundance  of  bread,  preserved 
meats,  wine  and  spirits ;  whilst,  in  the  midst  of  their  laborious 
duty,  the  men  bad  literally  not  enough  to  eat,,  nor  a  glasa  of 
grog  to  give  a  stimulus  to  their  spirits. 

The  labor,  which  the  men  had  to  perform  ib  dragging  the  fish 
to  the  ship,  was  too  severe  for  ihe  stoutest  men  to  endure,  much 
less  those,  who  were  stinted  in  their  food,  and  who  were  de« 
prived  of  those  stimulants,  by  which  even  a  temporary  strength 
could  be  imparted  to  them.  The  method  of  transporting  the  fish 
to  the  ship,  was  in  large  bags,  made  of  tarpaulin,  which^  being 
filled*  were  placed  on  the  sledge,  and  then  made  fast  with  a  very 
strong  lashing.  If  the  men  had  any  bread  left,  which  was  a  rare 
circumstance,  they  were  accustomed  to  place  it  on  the  ivp  of 
the  bag  of  salmon :  but  it  was  a  difficult  matter  to  keep  it  dry, 
for  the  ice  at  that  time  of  the  year,  was  very  rotten  and  bollow} 
for  which  reason  the  men  would  be  in  one  moment  on  level  ice, 
and  the  next,  up  to  their  middle  in  water,  with  the  sledge  and 
all  the  fish  also  immersed  in  it«  It  was  a  rare  occurrence  to 
know  more  than  six  men  at  the  sledge ;  for  so  few  were  able  to 
sustain  the  labor  and  fatigue,  that  it  would  almost  have  amounted 
f o  a  sacrifice  of  their  lives,  to  have  put  them  to  the  sledge  to 
drag  it*  Four  men  were  generally  the  complement,  that  viere 
able  to  be  put  to  the  sledge ;  and  the  weight  upon  it,  some-^ 
times  amounted  to  900  or  1000  lbs.  the  number  of  fish  being 
generally  about  900.  which,  upon  an  average,  weighed  three 
pounds  each.  The  great  irregularity  of  the  ice  rendered  the 
labor  still  more  burthensome )  for  in  many  places  it  was  a  Gon« 
tinual  standing  pull,  with  scarcely  a  single  d^clivity^  whicl)  could 
give  a  temporary  respite  to  the  men. 

Some  part  of  the  foregoing  may  be  considered,  in  a  certain 
degree,  as  retrospective  matter,  having  an  immediate  referenoo 
to  some  circumstances  of  the  voyage,  which  have  already  gone 
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under  discussion ;  but  some  fresh  sources  of  information  have 
latelj  opened  upon  us,  and  which  will  tend  to  confirm  the  falsi- 
fication of  the  charge,  which  Capt.  Ross,  most  injudiciously  and 
unadvisedly,  publicly  made  against  us,  that  our  information  was 
not  derived  from  any  authentic  source,  and  that  his  work  (if  it 
ever  makes  its* appearance)  was  to  be  looked  up  to,  as  the  only 
true   and   faithful  narrative  of  ^11  his  exploits,  achievements, 
amours,  adventures,  sins,  transgressions  and  blunders,  which  he 
had  in  person  committed,  or  caused  others  to  commit,  who  were 
under  his  authority,  from  the  sailing  of  the  Victory  from  Wool- 
wich, to  his  fortunate  reception  on  board  the  Isabella,  after  which, 
according  to  his  own  statement  before  the  committee  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  his  surveys  and  discoveries  were  of  far   greater 
consequence,  than  any  which  he  had  made,  during  the  whole  of 
his  sojourn  in  the  Arctic  seas,  by  which  he  has  himself  furnished 
us  with  a  criterion^  whereby  to  judge  of  the  value  of  those  dis- 
coveries; for  we  have  only  to  refer  to  those,  which  he  made  sub- 
sequently to  his  joining  the  Isabella,  in  order  to  ascertain  to  a 
nicety,  the  intrinsic  value  of  those,  which  he  made  antecedent 
to  that  event. 
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CEiAFTBE  VI. 


PKOCIIDWGS  ON  BOARD  THE  VICTORT,  DURIKQ  B&R.  PA8SAOB  FROM  HRR  FUSI 

TO  HRR  SRCOND  WINTER  HARBOUR.-* 

1330-1. 

On  the  17th  of  September,  the  ice  opened  is  a  most  extra- 
ordinaFy  manner,  with  the  wind  from  the  north-north-west, 
and  the  Aurora  shining  most  brilliantly.  A  boat  was  despatched 
to  examine  the  ice,  and,  from  the  report,  that  was  received  on 
its  return,  at  2  o'clock  pji.,  the  Victory  was  once  more  under 
sail,  and  she  stretched  along  the  land  until  4  p.m.,  when,  having 
made  nearly  four  miles,  a  boat  was  sent  a-head  with  a  whale 
line,  and  the  ship  was  made  fast  to  a  berg,  with  the  intentioa 
of  remaining  in  that  position  until  the  following  morning. 

A  considerable  degree  of  censure  was  attached  to  Capt.  Robs, 
by  the  whole  of  the  crew,  for  the  most  injudicious  act  of  fiisten- 
ing  the  ship  to  a  berg,  under  the  circumstances,  in  which  thej 
were  then  placed,  nor  does  it  appear,  that  the  censure  so  passed, 
was  not  in  every  respect  well  founded.  This  was,  however,  not 
the  only  error  of  judgment,  of  which  Capt.  Ross  was  accused, 
in  the  management  of  the  ship,  through  the  difficult  and  intricate 
navigation,  which  he  had  to  encounter,  and  which  required  not 
only  the  most  consummate  skill,  but  a  most  extraordinary  degree 
of  presence  of  mind,  which  are  seldom  found  combined  in  the 
same  person. 
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There  were  some  on  board  the  Victory,  who  bad  sailed  on 
rormer  expeditions  to  the  Polar  seas,  and  who  bad  witnessed 
the  tact  and  ability,  with  which  certain  circumstances  were 
taken  advantage  of,  and  seized,  as  it  were,  by  the  forelock, 
showing  at  once  the  determined  spirit  of  the  commander,  and 
his  noble  daring,  in  dashing  through  the  difficulties  by  which  he 
was  beset. 

We  will  not  lay  timidity  to  the  charge  of  Capt.  Ross;  but 
there  is  a  great  difference  between  that  animal  courage,  which 
displays  itself  amidst  the  carnage  on  the  quarter-deck  of  a  man 
of  war,  and  that  bold  and  invincible  fortitude,    which  is  the 
touchstone  of  the  man,  in  the  hour  of  dangers  and  difficulties. 
The  man  who,  in  the  heat  of  an  engagement,  will  show,  that  he 
has  a  lion  heart  within  him,  w\)l  frequently  show  himself  the 
effeminate,    or,    more   properly  speaking,   be   will  appear  as 
daunted    and  unnerved,  when  his  physical  energies  are  to  be 
called  into  action,  for  the  purpose  of  avoiding  or  surmounting 
an  impending  eviU    This  appears,  in  some  respects,  to  have 
been  the  character  of  Capt.  Ross;   for,  in  many  of  the  trying 
situations,  in  which  be  was  placed,  either  from  pusillanimity  or 
indiscretioQ,  he  acted  in  direct  variance  with  the  judgment  of 
those,  who,  although,  they  might  have  been  his  inferior  in  rank, 
were  perhaps  his  superior  in  nautical  skill,  and  in  that  boldness 
and  promptitude  of  action,  which  are  the  most  striking  features 
of  the  great  and  noble  character  in  the   immediate  hour  of 
danger. 

The  gravamen  of  the  accusation  against  Capt.  Ross,  in  the 
present  instance,  consisted  in  the  unnecessary  act  of  his  fasten- 
ing the  Victory  to  the  iceberg,  when  circumstances  so  combined, 
as  to  have  enabled  him  to  dash  through  the  passage,  and  thereby 
brought  the  vessel  into  an  open  sea,  instead  of  exposing  her  to 
^  be  momentarily  so  severely  nipped  by  the  ice,  as  perhaps  to  ren- 
der her  unfit  altogether  to  prosecute  the  voyage. 

At  the  time  of  the  Victory  leaving  Felix  Harbour,  the  wind 
was  south,  and  the  ice  running  north ;  the  wind  then  veered 
round  to  the  west  north-west,  and  the  ice  still  running  to  the 
north;  it   then  changed  to  the  south«west,  but   the  ice  still 
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running  in  the  same  direction.  Now,  if  the  Victory  had  been 
pushed  through,  instead  of  being  fastened  to  a  berg,  the  north- 
oastemmost  point,  as  well  as  all  the  islands,  that  lay  off  it, 
would  have  been  cleared  :  this  was  the  current  opinion  amongst 
the  crew,  and  one  of  the  mates  in  particular  openly  avowed  his 
sentiments  on  the  subject,  viz.  that  if  he  had  had  charge  of  the 
vessel,  he  would  have  shoved  her  out  into  the  ice,  because  it 
was  then  running  to  the  north,  and  the  inlet  became  broader, 
the  further  they  advanced,  [t  was  well  known  to  all  the  crew^ 
that  Capt.  Ross  always  entertained  a  strong  objection  to  carry 
his  vessel  amongst  the  ice ;  but,  that  had  she  been  under  the 
command  of  Capt.  Parry,  a  very  different  fate  would  have  be- 
fallen the  Victory,  than  when  under  the  command  of  Capt. 
Ross.  We  have  the  authority  of  seteral  of  the  crew,  for  stating, 
that  a  greater  degree  of  danger  was  experienced  with  Capt. 
Parry  in  one  hour,  than  was  incurred  on  board  the  Victory,  from 
the  period  of  her  reaching  the  ice,  to  the  moment  of  her  aban- 
donment :  and  further,  that  if  a  strong  desire  had  not  been 
manifested  to  return  to  Elngland,  a  greater  advance  to  the  north- 
ward might  have  been  obtained,  which,  however,  was  relin- 
quished, either  from  timidity  or  an  indisposition  to  endure  any 
longer  the  perils  of  the  voyage. 

During  the  iSth  and  19th,  the  wind  shifted  to  almost  all  the 
two-and-thirty  points  of  the  compass,  driving  the  ice  in  every 
direction.  But  the  Victory  had  got  into  such  an  unfavourable 
situation,  that  very  little  hope  remained,  of  emancipating  her 
from  it :  no  other  prospecttherefore  presented  itself,  thanp  assing 
another  winter  within  four  miles  of  the  former  harbour,  with 
the  dread  of  a  scarcity  of  provisions  staring  them  in  the  &ce;  and, 
perhaps,  their  ultimate  fate,  being  the  abandonment  of  the  ship, 
with  the  obanoe  of  being  frozen  to  death  in  their  endeavor  to 
reach  the  seas  frequented  by  the  whalers,  which,  at  all  events, 
could  not  be  done  for  nearly  nine  months  to  come. 

On  the  20th,  the  wind  got  round  to  the  south-west,  blowing 
strong  :  but  it  was  too  late  for  the  Victory  to  take  any  advantage 
of  it,  as  she  was  completely  frozen  in,  and  the  young  ice  pouring 
in  upon  hex,  in  all  directions.    The  labor  of  the  crew  was  here 
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MTdre  indeed,  in  oiitting  away  the  young  ite,  to  keep  the  ship 
clear:  but  it  was  a  most  disheartening  task,  for  they  had  no 
sooner  cleared  her  in  one  quartet,  than  she  was  blocked  up  in 
another;  and  fitint,  indeed,  was  now  the  hope  of  ever  moving 
the  vessel  from  the  perilous  situation,  in  which  she  lay. 

On  the  morning  of  the  tlst,  the  wind  blew  from  the  eastward, 
but  Uie  ice  deviated  not  from  its  usual  direction ;  towards  mid 
day,  however,  it  veered  suddenly  round  to  the  northward,  and, 
on  account  of  this  sudden  change,  the  ice  came  rushihg' in, 
driving  every  thing  before  it.  At  that  time,  the  Victory  was 
fitft  to  two  large  bergs :  bat  the  pressure  of  the  ice  was  so 
great,  that  it  sent  the  bergs  and  the  riiip  right  on  shore,  so  thSt 
at  low  water  she  was  lying  aground,  on  some  very  heavy  pieces 
of  ice,  the  ice  itself  being  aground  also.  As  the  tide  rose,  shtd 
floated,  bat  with  every  ebb  she  rested  on  the  ice,  endangering 
faer  bottomland  rendering  her  situation  one  of  the  greatest  perri. 
All  hands  were  now  employed  in  clearing  away  the  ice  from 
under  her  bottom;  the  consequence  of  which  was,  that  when  the 
tide  ebbed,  she  careened  nearly  on  her  broadside. 

It  now  amounted  almost  to  a  certainty,  that  they  were  in 
their  winter  harbour,  the  whole  blame  of  which  was  attributed 
toCapt.  Ross;  and  it  occasioned  some  bitter  bickerings  between 
that  officer  and  hh  nephew,  who  was,  from  the  commencement, 
decidedly  adverse  to  the  course  of  proceedings,  which  were 
adopted,  and  to  which  their  present  disastrous  situation  was 
alone  to  be  ascribed.  It  must  indeed  have  been  most  galling  to 
the  fi)eltngs  of  the  crew,  to  be  cooped  up  in  an  inlet,  whtfn  about, 
two  miles  further  outside  of  the  land  ice,  there  were  an  abun- 
dance of  clear  water,  and  the  signs  of  it,  to  a  considerable  distance. 
The  very  elements,  however,  seemed  to  conspire  against  them  , 
for  the  prevalence  of  the  northerly  winds  drove  the  ice  into  the 
inlet,  and  the  frost  was  so  severe,  that  the  young  ice  began  to 
assume  a  thickness,  through  which  it  was  difficult  to  effect  a 
passage. 

On  the  2IbI,  the  wind  was  variable,  bat  blowing  very  hard  *; 
the  io»  cleared  away  a  little,  but  left  the  ship  a-ground  on 
gffoond  ioe.     At  5  p.m.  the  wind  veered   round  to  the  north- 
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ward,  and  drove  the  ice  into  the  mlet,  carrying  every  thin^ 
before  it,  and  forced  the  ship  two  or  three  feet  closer  in  shore. 
The  ice  was  now  closely  packed,  and,  at  low  water,  the  ship 
careened  four  streaks. 

On  the  2Tth,  the  rudder  was  unshipped ;  the  wind  still  blow- 
ing hard  from  the  north-east,  and  about  two  miles  off,  a  vast 
expanse  of  clear  water,  with  a  very  dark  watery  sky;  but  the 
ship  was  so  blocked  up,  that  it  vras  then  reduced  to  a  certainty, 
that  their  progress  for  that  season,  was  at  an  end.  Com<» 
mander  Ross  left  tKe  ship,  to  take  a  view  of  the  position,  in 
which  the  Victory  lay,  and  to  seek  for  a  place,  where  she 
might  harbour  for  the  winter.  He  ascended  a  hill,  and  to  the 
northward  saw  a  clear  sea,  in  which  the  Victory  ought  to  have 
been,  if  she  had  kept  on  her  course,  on  the  day  that  she  left  Fe- 
lix Harbour,  instead  of  being  fastened  to  the  bergs,  from  which 
act,  the  whole  of  their  disasters  were  to  be  ascribed.  Comman* 
der  Ross  marked  out  a  place  for  a  harbour,  but,  on  examining  it 
more  minutely,  it  was  found  to  be  too  shallow. 

From  the  29th  September  to  the  drd  October,  the  crew  were 
laboriously  employed  in  getting  the  ship  into  her  winter  har- 
bour, and  in  five  days  they  got  her  no  farther  than  35  feet. 
The  crew  vrere  principally  engaged  in  cutting  a  canal  for  the 
ship  to  winter  in,  or  rather  the  canal  was  cut  for  the  purpose  of 
getting  the  ship  into  deeper  water,  for  where  she  then  lay,  the 
heavy  ice  was  clear  of  her  bottom ;  but,  at  low  water,  she  would 
fall  on  her  broadside,  if  she  were  not  shored  up  every  tide, 
which  was  one  of  the  severest  labors,  which  the  crew  had  to 
undergo,  during  the  whole  of  the  voyage  :  in  &ct,  it  may  be 
affirmed,  that  the  privations,  which  they  underwent  at  this  pe« 
riod,  and  the  constant  and  imremitting  labor,  to  which  they 
were  exposed,  may  be  denominated  as  the  most  trying  part  of 
the  voyage.  In  the  first  place,  each  man  had  to  keep  his  watch 
every  night,  with  the 'thermometer  as  low  as  15  below  zero.  As 
soon  as  morning  broke,  all  hands  were  turned  out  to  nw  the 
ice,  for  the  purpose  of  making  the  canal ;  and  every  piece,  that 
was  cut,  had  to  be  got  on  the  ice,  for  there  was  not  depth  of 
water  sufficient  to  suck  it  under  it.    The  whole  of  this  ioe,  that 
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was  cut,  was  not  less  ttmn  four  feet  in  thickness,  and  every 
piece  had  to  be  boused  up  on  the  other  side,  by  the  capstem. 
By  admeasurement,  the  crew  cut  855  feet  of  ice,  before  they  got 
iato  their  winter  harbour :  the  men  often  working  like  horses, 
during  the  whole  of  the  day,  and  then  to  turn  out  two  or  three 
times  in  the  night,  accordingly  as  the  tide  served,  ta  shore  the 
vessel  up,  to  prevent  her  careening  on  her  broadside.  Some  of 
the  men  would  fall  in  the  canal,  head  over  ears ;  and  before 
they  eould  get  to  the  ship,  their  clothes  would  be  froasen,  the 
jacket  to  the  waistcoat,  and  the  former  so  hard,  that  it  would 
almost  stand  upright.  But,  on  those  occasions,  Capt.  Ross 
never  followed  the  example  of  Capt.  Parry  :  nor  did  he  cheer 
his  men,  by  saying,  '*  Come,  my  lads,  bear  a-hand,  out  again, 
and  tell  my  steward  to  give  you  a  good  g^ass  of  grog.'*  But  the 
first  thing,  that  was  heard  from  Capt.  Ross,  was  his  well-known 
grunt  of  displeasure,  and  then  the  exclamation,  ''  It  serves  you 
right — come  make  haste,  and  shift  yourselves/^  And  even  when 
a  man  got  wet  in  the  Victory,  there  was  no  warm  air  stove, 
to  thaw  or  dry  his  clothes,  for  the  ship  had  nothing  but  a  small 
stove  of  Slater's  Patent :  but,  to  keep  up  as  large  a  fire  as  pos- 
sible, the  stove  would  not  consume  more  than  tveo  pecks  a  day  ; 
and  the  whole  consumption  of  fuel  on  board  the  Victory,  in  the 
dead  of  the  winter,  was  no  more  than  three  pecks  and  a  half  or 
four  pecks  per  day :  whereas,  in  the  Hecia  and  Fury,  the  con- 
sumption was,  five  pecks  to  the  warm  air  stove ;  five  to  the 
galley.  If  to  the  cabin.  If  to  the  gun-room,  f  of  a  peck  to  the 
midshipmen s  berth,  and  a  peck  to  the  sick  bay:  making  in 
all,  14^  per  day ;  the  temperature  of  the  men  s  berths  on  the  lower 
deck,  was  never  below  60;  whereas  the  temperature  of  the 
Victory's  lower  deck  was  seldom  ligher  than  86,  except  on 
baking  days,  which  was  only  once  a  week,  when  the  lower  deck 
was  as  high  as  54,  which  may  be  considered  as  the  maximum : 
whereas,  in  the  cabin,  the  thermometer  was  as  high  as  70,  the 
average  being  65. 

It  was  not,  however,  only  the  shoring  up  of  the  vessel,  that 
deprived  the  men  of  their  rest;  but  if  at  any  time  it  was 
high  water  during  the  night,  they  were  called  up  to  heave  the 
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ship  astern,  as  far  as  they  had  cut  the  canal  during  the  day«  and 
then  when  the  ship  was  close  up,  they  were  not  allowed  to 
return  to  their  berths^  but  they  were  obliged  to  wait,  exposed  to 
the  severity  of  the  frost,  until  the  tide  ebbed,  that  the  vessel 
might  be  propped  up,  to  prevent  her  falling  on  her  broadside, 
as  they  had  no  more  than  four  or  five  feet  of  water,  the  whole 
length  of  the  canal.  By  the  end  of  October,  the  Victory  may 
I>e  considered  to  be  in  her  winter  harbour,  her  forehead  10  feet 
4  inches,  aft  10  feet  6  inches,  and  a  few  feet  further  there  was 
no  more  than  9  feet  6  inches. 

The  following  is  the  scale  of  the  Temperature  of  the  exterior 
Atmosphere,  for  the  month  of  October,  1830. 
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From  the  Ist  November  to  the  10th,  the  principal  duty  of  the 
crew  was  unrigging  the  vessel,  and  preparing  her  for  her  win- 
tering;  the  wind  blowing  strong,  son>etimes  accompanied  with 
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snoW;  from  the  northward  and  the  westward.  The  ship  was 
banked  up  as  daring  the  preceding  winter^  and  a  snow  deck 
was  raised  as  a  protection  against  the  violence  of  the  weather. 
Snow  walls  were  also  built  about  the  ship,  and  an  observa- 
tory was  commenced  on  the  highest  hill  in  the  immediate  vici- 
nity of  the  harbour.  The  powder  was  got  out  of  the  ship,  for 
tear  of  fire,  and  the  boats  housed  up»  and  covered  with  snow,  to 
keep  them  from  renting.  A  spar  was  placed  on  a  high  hill  as  a 
flag-staff,  for  the  purpose  of  guiding  the  Esquimaux  to  the  ship, 
whose  visits,  during  the  preceding  winter,  had,  in  many  in- 
stances, been  highly  acceptable,  as  they  were  the  purveyors  of 
diferent  kinds  of  food,  and  of  materials,  from  which  the  winter 
clothing  was  to  be  made,  [n  fine  weather  a  flag  was  hoisted  on 
the  spar ;  but  it  was  necessary  to  keep  a  constant  watch  upon  \X, 
as  it  was  an  object^  which  the  Esquimaux  women  had  a 
great  desire  to  obtain  possession  of,  as  an  ornament  round  their 
necks. 

On  the  Sdth  October,  the  sun  took  his  departure  for  three 
months :  and  trebly  steeled  as  the  heart  may  be,  and  competent 
to  bear  up  with  fortitude  against  the  accidents  and  casualties 
of  life,  there  was  something  most  trying  to  the  feelings,  in  the 
thought,  that  the  great  luminary,  which  dispenses  light  and 
cheerfulnesa  upon  the  earth,  was  to  be  a  ftranger  to  them  for 
three  oionths,  and  they  removed  from  all  the  comforts,  which 
could  render  life  desirable. 

As  it  was  considered  necessary  to  re-establish  the  intercourse 
with  the  natives,  for  various  reasons,  but  particularly  on  account 
of  the  regular  supply  of  food,  which  they  were  in  the  habit  of 
bringing  for  the  dogs,  Capt.  Ross  took  the  earliest  opportunity 
of  visiting  the  old  harbour,  where  he  drew  upon  the  boilers, 
which  were  left  on  the  ice,  some  figures,  and  a  large  hand,  as  a 
guide  to  the  natives  to  their  new  station :  when,  however,  the 
trifling  distance  is  considered,  which  the  second  harbour  was 
from  the  first,  it  was  not  likely  that  a  roving  people  like  the 
Esquimaux,  would  not  discover  the  vessel ;  fbr,  although  she 
might  not  be  exactly  visible  from  Felix  Harbour,  the  sound  of  her 
guns,  which  were  now  and  then  fired  for  experimental  purposes, 
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would  bare  been  a  sure  indication  to  them,  that  the  KaJUoonas 
were  still  in  their  vicinity.  It  must,  however,  be  remarked,  thai 
the  Esquimaux  had  no  very  urgent  motives  for  visiting  the  ship; 
they  had  already,  in  their  commercial  dealings  with  Capt. 
Ross,  denuded  themselves  of  almost  their  whole  stock  of  cloth* 
ing ;  and  until  the  seals  began  to  be  plentiful,  they  had  scarcely 
any  other  article,  which  they  could  barter  away  with  the  Euro- 
peans, for  their  fish*hooks,  needles,  files,  and  old  pteoes  of  iron. 

On  the  1st  December,  the  crew  were  put  into  five  watches, 
the  principal  reason  of  which  was»  to  keep  all  the  men  in  a  te- 
gular state  of  exercise.  Two  of  the  watches  were  continnally 
walking  in  the  day-time;  two  were  at  work;  and  one  was 
down  below,  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  the  lower  deck  dry,  and 
in  good  order.  The  working  party  aboi^  the  ship,  were  em- 
ployed in  building  a  snow  wall  four  feet  high,  which  reached 
from  stem  to  stem,  and  which  served  the  purpose  of  a  screen  to 
the  men,  in  their  various  operations  about  the  ship. 

The  officers  now  began  their  usual  occupation  of  the  chase, 
and  seldom  a  day  elapsed,  that  some  animal  or  game  was  not 
brought  to  the  ship.  A  very  rare  animal,  a  black  fox,  was 
killed  on  the  3rd  December ;  and  the  following  day,  a  white 
one  and  a  hare.  During  the  whole  month  of  December,  not  a 
Sunday  elapsed,  that  a  roasted  hare  did  not  smoke  on  the  table 
m  the  cabin;  and  in  truth  it  may  be  said,  that  the  gun  was  the 
best  purveyor  of  food  for  the  cabin,  which  was  known,  during 
the  whole  of  the  time,  that  the  vessel  was  blocked  up. 

On  the  18th,  being  Sunday,  the  usual  service  was  performed : 
and  in  fact,  it  may  be  stated,  as  a  general  thing,  that  during  the 
whole  of  the  time  that  the  expedition  was  out,  not  six  Snndays 
elapsed,  that  divine  service  was  not  performed,  but  it  was  more 
a  matter  of  discipline  belonging  to  the  ship,  than  the  eieot  of  a 
religious  spirit.  The  sendee  began  generally  a  little  afiter  ten, 
and  lasted  for  about  an  hour,  during  which  time,  the  whole  of  the 
morning  service  was  gabbled  over  in  one  breath ;  so  that  it  was 
scarcely  possible  to  understand  a  single  word  that  was  said« 
A  sermoQ  was  certainly  read ;  but  had  it  been  compiled  in  the 
Esquimaux  language,  it  would  have  been  equally  instructive  and 
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edifying  to  the  majority  of  the  congregation  ;  the  great  aim  of 
the  reader  appearing  to  be^  to  get  to  the  end  of  it,  with  all  the 
expedition  in  his  power.     Capt.  Ross  was  himself  by  no  means 
a  religious  character ;  and  his  regoiar  observance  of  the  duties 
of  the  Sabbath,  was  more  mechanical  than  the   result  of  that 
inward  feeling  of  sanctity  and  reverence,  on   which  true  reli- 
gion is  founded ;  nor,  in  the  opinion  of  the  crew,  did  he  act  up 
to  the  performance  of  those  christian  principles,  which  breathe  in 
some    of  those  sublime  prayers,  which  so  particularly  distin- 
gaisb  the  service  of  the  Church  of  England.     The  prayers,  that 
are  in  general  used  at  sea,  were,  it  is  true,  read  or  gaU)led  over, 
every  Sunday;  and  it  was  always  remarked  by  the  crew,  when 
Capt.  Rosa  came  to  that  beautiful  prayer,  ''  Almighty  Lord  God, 
who  alone  spreadest  out  the  heavens,''  that  he  always  read,  with 
a  deep  and  profound  voice,  the  latter  part  of  it,  '^  and  that  we 
may  return  in  safety,  to  enjoy  the  blessings  of  the  land,  and  the 
(raits  of  oar  labor  \^  but  strong  indeed  was  the  contrast,  which 
appeared  between  the  doctrines,  which   issued  from  his  mouth, 
and  the  conduct,  which   he  pursued  towards  his  men.     He  re- 
tiinied  in  safety  to  his  native  land,  supported  and  strengthened 
hj  that  God,  to  whom  in  his  desolation  he  had  prayed  for  suc- 
cour, and  it  was  not  refused  him.    But  did  he,  in  return  for  such 
a  gracious  display  of  divine  Providence,  give  to  his  men  the 
fruits  of  their   labor — did  he,   from  the  influence  of  a  grateful 
spirit,  give  to  those,  who  had  stood  by  him  in  bis  forlorn  and 
desperate  situation,  and  without  whose  aid  and  manly  efforts,  he 
wocdd  have  been  left  as  a  bleaching  corse,  on  the  eternal  snows 
of  an  uninhabited   land — did  he  give  to  those  men  even  what 
mras  their  lawful  due,  and  for  which  they  had  stipulated,  on  en- 
tering into  his  service  ?    Was  it  not  refused  and  withheld  from 
them,  on  a  quibble,  which  would  have  disgraced  the  very  lowest 
of  the  gowned  and  wigged  rogues,  that  perambulate  the  pave- 
ment of  Westminster  Hall  ?     If  he  did  not  do  these  things,  an 
opportunity  is   now   afforded  him  of  disproving  the  charges, 
-which  his  crew  have  brought  against  him,  and  of  proving,  that 
the  truth  was  not  in  him,  when  he  declared,  before  the  com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Commons,  that  all  the  men  were  satisfied 
with  what  had  been  done  for  them  by  the  Admiralty. 
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As  this  subject  is  the  great  ground  of  complaint,  which  the 
crew  of  the  Victory  have  against  Capt.  Ross,  and  as  it  still  re- 
mains an  unsettled  point,  attaching  a  considerable  degree  of 
obloquy  to  the  character  of  that  officer,  it  is  right  that  the  country 
should  be  put  in  possession  of  the  real  merits  of  the  case,  in 
order  that  a  just  decision  may  be  formed,  as  to  the  quarter  where 
the  odium  ought  to  attach. 

Capt.  Ross^  when  before  the  committee,  was  asked :  **  On  what 
terms  did  the  men  engage  with  you  for  the  voyage  ?^^ — ^His  an- 
swer waSy  "  They  first  engaged  with  me  to  go  as  a  whale 
voyage,  and  then  to  share  with  the  crew  of  the  whaler,  which  I 
took  out  with  me  to  carry  the  stores ;  then  this  whaler  mutinied, 
and  I  made  a  new  agreement  with  the  men,  by  which  I  was  to 
pay  them  at  the  same  rate,  as  they  were  paid  on  board  the 
Isabella,  and  they  were  to  run  all .  risks,  and  the  whaler  did 
not  go. 

**  Was  any  written  ageeement  entered  into,  between  joa  and 
them?''    "  None  whatever. "^ 

Now,  bad  any  member  of  the  committee  put  the  foUowtng 
question  to  Capt.  Ross,  **  Was  it  not  part  of  the  agreement 
entered  into  between  you  and  them,  that,  in  the  event  of  their 
being  reduced  to  short  allowance,  they  were  to  receive  double  pay!'^ 
would  not  Capt.  Ross  have  deviated  from  the  truth,  if  he  had 
answered  in  the  negative,  and  does  he  not  himself  state,  before  the 
committee,  that  the  crew  were  fifteen  months  on  short  allowance, 
and  that  three  of  the  men  must  have  died  in  a  fornight,  so  ex* 
hausted  were  they  with  cold,  iatigue,  and  hunger.  Thus,  the  cir- 
cumstance of  the  men  being  on  short  allowance,  is  unequivocally 
established  by  himself:  on  what  ground,  therefore,  was  not  that 
part  of  the  agreement  fulfilled,  that  the  men,  on  being  put  on 
«hort  allowance,  were  to  receive  double  pay  ?  It  is  also  worthy 
of  particular  observation,  that  the  correspondence,  which  took 
place  between  Capt.  Ross  and  Mr.  Barlow  of  the  Admiralty,  has 
a  direct  tendency  to  impress  upon  the  minds  of  the  public,  that 
the  most  ample  justice  has  been  done  to  them,  and  that  they 
have  declared  themselves  fully  satisfied  with  the  conduct  of 
the  Admiralty  towards  them.  Now,  it  must  be  remembered,  lluit 
the  Admiralty   has  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the   dispute 

Digitized  by  VjOOQiC 


'LAVt    VOYAGE  OF  CAPT.   R088.  489 

between  the  men  and  Capi  Ross ;  but  that,  as  far  as  its  conduct 
is  concerned,  it  is  wholly  without  reproach,  and  no  more  than 
could  have  been  expected  from  the  official  members  of  one  of  the 
most  important  branches  of  the  service  of  the  country. 

The  truth  is,  that  Capt.  Ross,  on  his  return,  found  himself  in 
a  most  unpleasant  dilemma :  he  had,  on  his  departure,  calcu- 
lated upon  an  absence  of  about  fifteen  months,  in  which  case,  he 
would  perhaps  have  been  able  to  fulfil  the  engagements,  which 
he  had  entered  into  with  his  men ;  but  a  protracted  absence  of 
four  years  and  a  half,  greatly  increased  the  claims  upon  him ; 
and  the  ultimate  loss  of  the  vessel  contributed  to  diminish  the 
means,  which  he  possessed  of  discharging  them. 

Under  these  circumstances,  Capt.  Ross  thought  that  he  had 
BO  other  alternative,  than  to  make  an  appeal  to  the  Admiralty, 
to  afford  him  the  means  of  defraying  obligations  of  so  sacred  a 
character.  In  his  Letter  to  the  honorable  Oeorge  Elliot,  Capt. 
Ross  says,  '*  It  is  true  that,  according  to  law,  the  men  may  not  be 
able  to  compel  the  payment  of  their  wages,  after  October  1831, 
when  all  hopes  of  saving  the  vessel,  led  to  her  abandonment^ 
(there  must  here  be  a  typographical  error,  as  the  Victory  was  not 
abandoned  until  the  28th  May  1892,)  but  a  sense  of  what  is  due 
to  my  character,  as  an  officer  of  the  navy,  and  a  feeling  of  what 
is  due  to  the  men,  whose  cotis fancy  was  never  shaken  under  the 
most  appalling  prospects^  and  to  whose  fidelity  and  obedience  1 
owe  so  much^  I  should  be  ashamed  of  myself,  if  I  could  for  a 
moment  entertain  a  thought  of  any  subterfuge,  whereby  I  might 
evade  the  payment  of  their  well-earned  wages.  I  am  anxious, 
however,  with  my  slender  means,  to  appeal  to  their  lordships,  in 
the  first  instance,  in  the  confident  persuasion,  that  an  undertak- 
ing, so  entirely  of  a  naval  nature,  will  receive  their  counte- 
nance and  support ;  and  that,  under  their  lordships  recommenda- 
tion, his  Majesty's  government  will  be  pleased  to  consider  the 
voyage  as  so  entirely  directed  to  public  objects,  as  fairly  to 
claim,  under  the  circumstances  I  have  described,  that  the  pay. 
ment  of  the  officers  and  men  should  become  a  public  charge/* 

The  result  of  this  Letter  was,  that  Capt.  Ross  was  called  upon 
to  deliver  to  the  lords  of  the  Admiralty,  a  list  of  the  officers  and 
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men  employed  in  the  late  expedition  to  the  Arctic  seas  :  showing 
the  pay  that  would  be  due  to  each  on  the  principle,  that  Capt. 
Ross  would  have  felt  it  his  duty  to  act  towards  the  men,  had  the 
discharge  of  their  claims  rested  upon  himself,  instead  of  being 
taken  up  by  the  lords  of  the  Admiralty,  on  the  ground  of  the 
public  nature  of  the  service,  to  which  the  object  of  the  expedi- 
tion was  directed.  On  the  transmission  of  the  list,  Capt.  Ross 
expressed  his  firm  conviction,  that  the  officers  and  men  would 
consider  themselves  fully  recompensed  by  the  proposed  scale  of 
pay. 

The  follomng  is  the  List,  as  delivered  by  Capt.  Ross. 


Names. 

Qualities. 

Sums. 

818 

s. 

d. 

George  Mc'Diarmid 

Surgeon 

18 

3 

William  Light 

Steward 

172 

14 

8 

Thomas  Blanky 

Mate 

345 

9 

4 

Richard  Wall 

Seaman 

171 

16 

0 

Anthony  Buck 

Ditto 

127 

9 

0 

Allan  Mc'Innis 

2nd  Engineer 

169 

18 

8 

James  Marslin 

Armourer 

36 

18 

gdiedoDtbc 

John   Park 

Seaman 

126 

17 

[voyage 

Joseph  Curtis 

Ditto 

126 

17 

0 

John  Wood 

Ditto 

125 

7 

0 

Robert  Shreeve 

Carpenter's  Mate 

166 

9 

4 

Henry  Ayre 

Cook 

165 

2 

8 

Thomas   Abernethy 

Mate 

329 

14 

8 

Chimham  Thomas 

Carpenter 

296 

10 

8 

George   Taylor 

Mate 

329 

9 

4 

Alexander  Brunton 

1st  Engineer 

617 

15 

0 

Barney  Lachey 

Landman 

121 

15 

0 

David  Wood 

Seaman 

121 

11 

0 

James  Dixon 

Landman 

89 

8 

Qdiedonthp 

George   Baxter 

Ditto 

121 

11 

^  t»<>y«8* 

£4,580  12 

3 
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Two  days  aflcr  the  transmission  of  this  list  to  the  board  of  Ad* 
miraltjy  a  Letter  was  received  by  Capt.  Ross,  from  Mr.  Barrow, 
the  secretary  to  the  Admiralty,  in  which  he  states,  that  he  is 
commanded  by  the  lords  of  the  Admiralty,  to  inform  Capt.  Ross, 
"  that  although  the  men  have  no  claim  on  his  Majesty  s  govern- 
ment,  inasmuch  as  the  expedition  was  not  sent  out  by  the  Board 
of  Admiralty,  yet,  in  consideration  of  its  having  been  undertaken 
for  the  benefit  of  science ;  of  the  sufferings,  which  the  men 
underwent ;  the  perilous  situation,  in  which  they  were  placed, 
for  so  long  protracted  a  period,  and  their  uniform  good  conduct, 
under  circumstancM  the  most  trying,  to  which  British  seamen 
were,  perhaps,  ever  exposed ;  and  their  lordships  being  moreover 
satisfied  of  the  utter  inability  of  Capt.  Ross  to  fulfil  the  engage- 
ments entered  into  by  him,  and  of  the  destitute  state,  in  whicii 
these  people  have  providentially  arrived  in  their  native  country, 
have  been  induced,  under  such  peculiar  circumstances,  from  a 
feeling  of  humanity,  immediately  to  relieve  him  from  his  engage- 
ments, and  the  persons  employed  in  the  expedition,  from  press- 
ing necessity,  rather  than  wait  till  Parliament  shall  be  as- 
sembled, to  which  it  is  intended  to  submit  the  case — their  lord^ 
ships  have  therefore  directed  the  accountant  general  of  the  navy 
to  advance  to  Capt.  Ross,  the  sum  of  4,580/.  I2s.  3d.  as  the  amount 
which  Capt.  Ross  felt  himself  under  an  engagement  to  pay  to 
the  persons  mentioned  in  the  list/' 

Now,  in  regard  to  this  grant,  we  may  say,  with  my  uncle  Toby, 
that  the  lords  of  the  Admiralty  acted  very  right  as  men,  but  very 
wrong  as  officers  of  the  crown.  Here,  we  have  an  individual, 
who,  from  wounded  feelings,  or  from  a  love  of  science,  or,  from 
the  conviction,  that  he  was  cut  out  by  nature,  to  be  the  dis- 
coverer of  the  North  West  Passage,  or,  from  a  combination  of  all 
the  three  motives  in  equal  proportions,  determines,  upon  his 
own  risk,  and  at  his  own  expense,  to  undertake  a  particular 
voyage,  of  which  the  government  of  the  country,  officially,  are 
ignorant  of  every  particular,  and  with  which,  they  announced  to 
the  individual  so  undertaking  it,  that  they  would  not  have  any 
thing  to  do,  either  directly  or  indirectly ;  the  speculation  fails, 
he  comes  home  a  bankrupt,  and  wholly  unable  to  meet  the 
demands,  that  are  made  upon  him..    His  creditors  become  cla- 
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moroas,  and  he  applies  to  the  goTenwsent  of  the  country  to  help 
him  oat  of  his  embanassnient.  Now,  in  fact,  this  speculator  had 
DO  more  right  to  appeal  to  the  lords  of  the  Admiralty  for  relief, 
than  any  other  speculator,  in  whatever  pursuit  he  might  have 
been  engaged ;  and  our  aforesaid  friend,  HanB  Klein,  has  as 
much  right  to  apply  to  their  lordships  for  relief,  if  he  fail  in 
his  expedition  to  the  bottom  of  the  Mctelstram,  as  Capt.  Ross 
had,  in  the  fitilure  of  his  expedition  in  search  of  a  North  West 
Passage.  It  was  true,  that  humanity  pleaded  strongly  in  behalf 
of  the  men;  but  so  it  has,  in  many  cases,  where  a  deaf  ear  has 
been  turned  to  the  call,  but  perhaps  not  und^  such  urgent  and 
pressing  circumstances,  as  distinguished  the  case  of  the  seamen 
of  the  Victory.  But  we  will  venture  boldly  to  tell  the  lords  of  the 
Admiralty,  that  they  had  no  power  whatever  to  award  the  grant  of 
nearly  500(tf .  to  Capt.  Ross,  to  pay  his  men  with,  without  the  direct 
sanction  of  Parliament.  They  have  no  such  privilege  vested  in 
their  hands,  as  to  award  thousands  of  the  public  money  to  defray, 
in  a  great  degree,  the  expenses  of  an  expedition,  which  was 
entirely  of  a  private  nature ;  and  which  was  as  totally  uncon- 
nected with  government,  as  a  balloon  expedition  of  Sadler  or 
Green,  to  explore  the  mountains  of  the  moon.  If  the  case  of  the 
seamen  of  the  Victory  had  been  regularly  and  properly  brought 
before  Parliament,  we  should  have  cried  shame  upon  that  member, 
who  could  have  raised  a  dissentient  voice  to  the  grant  prayed 
for ;  on  the  same  principle,  that  we  do  cry  shame  upon  the  same 
Parliament,  for  awarding  the  entire  sum  of  6000/.  to  Capt.  Ross, 
an  acknowledged  incubus,  rather  than  a  benefit  to  the  expedition ; 
and  leaving  the  individuals,  who  bore  the  brunt  and  baidshipli, 
the  toils  and  dangers  of  the  expedition,  to  feed  upoo  the  fiime, 
which  their  country  has  awarded  them.  The  grants  of  money, 
that  the  country  thought  proper  to  bestow  upon  such  men  as 
Jenncr,  Mc^Adam,  Parry,  and  other  g^eat  eeientific  characters, 
were  brought  regularly  before  Parliament ;  nor  could  a  farthing 
be  paid,  until  the  grant  had  been  conirmed  by  the  three  estates 
of  the  kingdom :  but,  in  the  present  instance,  a  private  indivi- 
dual, (for  Capt.  Ross  could  not  present  himself  before  the  lords 
of  the  Admiralty,  in  any  other  capacity,)  appeals  to  their  lord- 
ships :  stating,  that  he  had  undertaken  a  certain  expedition,  and 
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that,  on  his  return,  he  finds  himself  wholly  unable  to  pay  tho 
men,  whom  he  had  engaged,  and,  tbereftMre,  that  as  the  expedition 
was  undertaken  in  a  ship,  they  were  the  most  proper  persons  to 
apply  to,  to  defray  the  expenses  of  his  Quixotism.    It  would,  in- 
deed, have  been  a  novel  case,  if  the  lords  of  the  Admiralty,  in  an 
enthusiastic  moment  of  admiration  of  the  great  achievements  of 
Capt.  Ross,  hadr  simultaneously  put  their  hands  in  their  pockets, 
and  subscribed  their  thousands  each,  to  assist  him  out  of  his  pre- 
dicament ;  and  we  rather  suspect,  that  if  the  relief  had  to  come 
from  that  quarter,  Capt.  Ross  would  not  have  received  an  answer 
to  his  application  in  two  days ;  but  the  money,  they  advanced^ 
was  not  their  own,   nor  was  it  theirs  to  advance,  without  the 
sanction  and  authority  of  the  Parliament  of  the  country.     They 
very  coolly  tell  Capt.  Ross,  that  they  will  not  wait  for  the  meet- 
ing of  Parliament  to  sanction  them  in  the  grant ;  but  their  faces 
would  have  been  something  like  the  semaphore  in  length,  at  the 
top  of  their  official  residence,  if  Mr*  Hume  had  caught  his  eye 
upon  the  item,  in  the  expenditure  of  the  Admiralty,  paying  to 
Capt.  Ross,  the  sum  of  4,580/.  and  had  moved,  that  the  lords  of 
the  Admiralty  having  paid  so  large  a  sum  of  the  public  money 
to  a  private  individual,  without  the  consent  and  approbation  of 
Parliament,  the  said  lords  should  be  called  upon  to  make  up  the 
sum  advanced,  out  of  their  private  purse,  and  in  default  of  its  not 
being  produced  from  that  quarter,  that  it  should  be  stopped  from 
their  salaries. 

The  foregoing  strictures  have  not  been  passed,  from  any  dis- 
porition  to  cavil  at  the  amount  of  the  sum,  which  was  given  to 
the  men,  for  they  dearly  earned  every  shilling  that  was  paid ; 
but  we  have  considered  it  a  flagrant  instance  of  the  disposal  of 
the  public  money,  without  the  sanction  of  those,  to  whom  the 
people  have  delegated  the  appropriation  of  it,  and  which  has 
perhaps  been  the  means  of  impressing  the  belief  upon  the 
minds  of  the  people  of  this  coutf ,ry,  that  the  seamen  of  the 
Victory  had  received  their  full  duf  from  the  Admiralty ;  and  that 
Capt.  Ross  was  only  telling  the  truth,  when  he  declared,  that 
he   should  be  ashamed  of  hinvielf,  if  he  could  entertain  the 
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thought  of  any  subterfuge,  by  which  he  could  evade  the  payment 
of  the  well -earned  wages  of  his  men. 

The  circumstances,  howeyer^  under  which  the  men  found  their 
complaint  against  Capt.  Ross,  are  not  well  understood ;  for  the 
money,  advanced  by  the  lords  of  the  Admiralty,  has  nothing  to 
do  with  the  claim,  which  they  still  have  upon  Capt.  Ross, 
and  which  has  excited  such  a  degree  of  ill  blood,  that  there  is 
scarcely  one  of  the  crew,  who  would  sail  with  him  again,  on  an 
expedition,  of  which  he  possessed  the  command. 

It  is  true,  as  Capt.  Ross  has  stated  it,  that  the  officers  and 
sailors,  after  the  abandonment  of  the  ship,  could  not,  by  law, 
claim  the  wages  for  their  services,    as  they  were  virtually  no 
longer  seamen,  nor  employed  in  the  navigation  or  care  of  the 
vessel ;    it  was,  therefore,  for  the  payment  of  this   deficiency 
between  the  pay,  to  which  they  were  entitled  previously  to  the 
abandonment  of  the  ship,   and  that,  to  which  they  were  not 
entitled,  by  law,  after  its  abandonment,  for  which  Capt«  Ross 
pleaded  so  strenuously  to  the  lords  of  the  Admiralty ;  but  the 
men  affirm,  that  they  are,  by  agreement,  entitled  to  double  pay, 
after  they  were  put  on  short  allowance,  and  to  this  Capt.  Ross 
demurs,  that  as  the  short  allowance  began  after  the  abandon- 
ment  of  the  ship,  when,  by  law,  they  were  not  entitled  to  any 
pay  at  all,  it  would  be  a  most  difficult  thing  for  them  to  substan- 
tiate the  point,  that  they  were  entitled  to  double  pay,  especially 
as  the  services,  for  which  they  claim  this  double  pay,  were  per* 
formed  on  land,  and  not  on  board  the  ship.    There  is  very  little  . 
doubt,  that  if  the  men  carry  their  case  into  a  court  of  law,  the 
verdict  will  be  against  them ;  but  there  is  such  a  thing  as  equity, 
which  will  grant  what  the  law  denies ;  and  as  the  Admiralty,  in 
behalf  of  Capt.  Ross,  has  paid  the  men  the  wages,  that  were  not 
lawfully  their  due,  it  would  become  Capt.  Ross,  out  of  the 
5000/,  which  the  country  has  exclusively  awarded  him,  to  pay  the- 
men  the  sum,  which  he  agreed  to  pay  them ;  for,  let  him  carry 
it  in  his  remembrance,  that  had  it  not  been  for  their  unshaken 
fortitude,  and  their  daring  spirit  through  the  trials,  which  they 
had  to  undergo,  he  never  would  have  reached  his  native  country. 
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to  tell  his  tale  of  hair-breadth  escapes,  by  flood  and  field,  nor  to 
et  the  hair  of  Sir  Andrew  Agnew  on  an  end,  with  his  recital 
of  the  indecent,  and  scandalous  manner,  in  which  the  Esquimaux 
observe  the  Sabbath. 

To  return  to  the  narrative.  The  ^th  being  Christmas-day,  it 
was  celebrated  with  the  usual  festivities.  To  each  mess  of  the 
crew  were  allotted  4  pounds  of  ox  cheek  soup,  3  pounds  and  a 
half  of  flour,  one  pound  of  raisins,  and  6  pounds  of  carrots,  and 
a  glass  of  grog,  independently  of  their  usual  allowance.  In 
the  cabin,  the  fare  was  sumptuous;  and  if  it  were  possible  for 
a  Paul  Pry  to  have  popped  in,  great  would  have  been  his  sur- 
prise, to  see  the  table  of  a  ship,  in  the  very  heart  of  barren- 
nessiand  desolation,  smoking  with  viands,  which  would  not 
have  been  disdained  by  the  epicures  of  any  of  the  Club  Houses 
of  the  Metropolis.  Before  the  commander,  smoked  the  tureen  of 
hare  soup,  in  the  manufacture  of  which,  the  cook  had  exhausted 
his  utmost  skill — ^game  of  different  kinds — beef,  fresh  and  salt — 
fish,  dried  and  pickled — with  vegetables  and  preserved  meats, 
the  former,  perhaps  grown  at  Battersea — the  latter,  in  North- 
amptonshire ;  a  large  plum-pudding  smoked  under  the  nostrik  of 
Commander  Ross,  whilst  Mr.  Mc'Diarmid  assisted  in  excavating 
•a  Stilton  cheese,  as  recommendatory  of  promoting  the  digestion. 
The  Christmas  dinner  of  the  Victory  may,  in  some  respects,  be 
compared  to  that  which,  according  to  Milton,  the  devil  gave  in 
bell  on  a  particular  occasion,  but  certainly  not  on  a  Christ- 
mas-day;  and  which  is  thus  described : — 

A  table  richly  spread,    in  royal  mode. 
With  dishes  piled,  and  meats  of  noblest  sorts 
And  savour,    beasts  of  ohase,  or  fowl,  or  game, 
In  pastry  built,  or  from  the  spit,  or  boiPd, 
Grisamber  tteam*d,  all  fish  from  sea  and  shore, 
Freshet,  or  purling  brook,  of  shell  or  fin. 
And  exquisitest  name. 

The  dinners  of  the  devil,  and  of  Capt.  Ross,  bore,  in  one 
respect,   a  strong   rosemblance   to  each  other,    as  their  viand? 
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were  chiefly  steamed  ;  but,  in  another  particular,  they  diflered 
most  widely,  for  Capt.  Ross  had  his  fish  the  first,  whereas  the 
devil  had  his  fish  the  last. 

Deep,  however,  were  the  murmuringfs  of  the  crew,  at  the 
great  difference,  which  was  observable  between  the  fare  of  the 
cabin,  and  that  which  was  doled  out  to  them  in  their  respective 
berths.  The  distinction  was  too  great,  not,  in  some  d^ree,  to 
warrant  the  murmurs,  that  were  raised :  but  as  to  any  benefit 
resulting  from  their  complaints,  either  in  the  way  of  addition 
to  the  quantity,  or  improvement  in  the  quality  of  their  viands, 
they  knew  it  was  equal  to  the  extraction  of  heat  from  ice,  or 
malleability  from  the  granite  of  the  rocks,  with  which  they  were 
surrounded.  For  a  time,  however,  they  lost  the  sense  of  ^heir 
unworthy  treatment,  in  the  singing  of  their  national  songs : 
three  of  which  **  The  Army  and  Navy,"  "  The  King,  God  bless 
him,*^  and  "  God  save  the  King,''  were  sung  by  Mr.  Light,  the 
steward;  and  it  is  reported,  that  the  chorusses  equalled  in 
noise  and  loudness;  but  not  exactly  in  harmony,  those,  which  are 
bellowed  from  the  mouths  of  our  professionals  on  the  stage, 
when  it  is  their  particular  desire  to  tickle  the  ears  of  royalty. 

The  remaining  part  of  this  month  was  employed  in  building 
observatories,  erecting  snow  walls,  fetching  snow  to  melt  for 
water;  the  men,  in  their  turns,  attending  on  Commander  Ross, 
at  the  observatory,  to  which  he  repaired  almost  every  morning', 
and  not  returning  until  1  or  2  o'clock ;  in  fact,  it  was  a  veiy 
rare  thing  to  find  him  unemployed ;  and  indeed  the  same  might 
be  said  of  Capt.  Ross,  but  it  was  generally  with  nothing  else, 
but  his  own  thoughts. 

The  year  18S0  closed  with  an  extraordinary  degree  of  cold, 
the  thermometer  being  45  below  xero,  or  77  below  the  freezing 
point 
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TU  following  is  the  scale  of  the   Temperature  of  the  exterior 
Atmosphere,  for  the  month  of  December,  1890. 
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The  year  1831  set  in  with  an  intensity  of  cold  seldom  expe^ 
rienced^  the  thermometer  ranging  from  44  to  56  below  zero,  and 
for  a  few  days  was  60^  degrees,  making  92^  below  the  freezing 
point  of  Fahrenheit.  This  may  be  considered  as  the  extreme  of 
cold  experienced  during  the  whole  of  the  expedition,  and  against 
which  it  is  scarcely  possible  for  any  human  constitution  to 
stand.  In  despite,  however,  of  this  severity  of  cold,  the  men 
frequently  went  on  a  shooting  expedition;  and  on  one  day,  they 
killed  four  foxes,  one  of  which  was  a  black  one,  the  weight 
being*  7tb.  3oz. 

Towards  the  I6th,  the  weather  became  more  mild,  the  ther- 
mometer standing  at  26  above  zero  ;  and  on  the  19th,  the  eyes 
of  tho  crew  were  again  gladdened  with  a  sight  of  the  sun, 
whose  ttpper  iimb  just  peeped  above  the  horizon,  and  then  sunk 
again.      It  was,  however,  to  Ihem  a  most  cheering  sight,  and 
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they  hailed  it  with  almost  the  reverence  of  the  Peruvian,  who  re- 
gards it  as  his  god,  the  dispenser  of  happiness  and  health. 

Notwithstanding  the  cold  was  at  times  exceedingly  severe. 
Commander  Ross  omitted  not  a  single  day  in  visiting  the  obser- 
vatory, whilst  the  chief  employment  ef  Capt.  Ross  was  attending 
to  the  dipping  needle. 

The  month  of  February  came  in  very  miM,  the  thermometer 
at  9  above  zero.  The  shooting  parties  were  very  successful  in 
killing  grouse  and  foxes  ;  of  the  former  of  which,  they  saw,  at 
one  time,  fifteen  in  one  covey,  which  was  the  largest  dver  seen  in 
that  part  of  the  country.  On  the  9th,  a  fez  was  caught  in  the 
glutton  trap,  with  its  tongue  literally  frozen  to  the  grating. 
Not  a  day  elapsed,  without  the  men  bringing  in  several  foxes ; 
the  skins  of  which,  however,  were  claimed  by  Capt.  Ross,  al- 
though the  men  stood  much  in  need  of  them,  as  a  protection 
against  the  cold.  On  the  17th«  one  of  the  young  foxes  got 
adrift,  who  had  been  the  inhabitant  of  the  lower  deck,  during 
the  whole  of  the  winter,  and  who  was  one  of  the  allies,  in  their 
attack  on  the  provender  of  old  tom ;  and  although,  in  one  in- 
stance, he  might  have  evinced  the  cunning  and  sagacity  of  his 
race,  yet,  in  a  subsequent  one,  he  shewed  himself  rather  a  fool ; 
for,  having  obtained  his  liberty,  although  he  carried  away  witt 
him  a  badge  of  his  former  slavery,  by  running  away  with  a 
piece  of  chain  round  his  neck,  yet  he  soon  forfeited  the  advan- 
tage he  had  obtained,  for,  on  the  day  subsei|uent  tn  his  escape, 
he  was  again  caught  in  the  trap,  and  carried  back  in  triumph 
to  his  companions. 

On  the  28d,  Commander  Ross  and  Blankey  commenced  the 
dipping  needle;  and  so  arduous  and  enthusiastic  was  that 
officer,  in  the  search  of  science,  that  he  never  retired  to  bed  for 
three  nights,  during  the  whole  of  which,  he  was  watching  the 
needle,  with  an  intensity,  as  if  the  very  safety  of  the  ship  de- 
pended upon  it,  or  that  it  was  to  be  a  guide  to  them,  to  the 
ultimate  object  of  their  labors. 

For   some    weeks,  a  great  coolness  had  subsisted  between 
Capt.  Ross  and  hU  nephew ;  neither  of  them  hardly  deigning 
to  speak  to  the  other,    nor   scarcely   interchanging   with  each- 
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Other  the  usual  terms  of  common  civility.  Commander  Ross  visit* 
ed  the  observatory,  perfectly  indifferent  to  any  of  the  proceed- 
ings, that  were  going  on  on  board,  as  far  as  his  uncle  was  con- 
cerned ;  and,  having  returned  to  take  his  meals,  he  would  follow 
his  scientific  pursuits,  without  holding  any  communication  with 
bis  uncle,  or  appearing  as  if  he  were  in  the  least  dependent  upon 
him,  as  to  the  course  of  action,  which  it  was  bis  pleasure  to 
pursue.  It  is  most  certain,  that  Commander  Ross  seldom  ap- 
proved of  the  measures,  which  were  adopted  by  Capt.  Ross,  in 
regard  to  the  management  of  the  ship ;  apd,  he  hesitated  not, 
openly  to  express  his  opinion,  in  which  he  was  supported  by  the 
majority  of  the  crew,  that  the  awkward  and  dangerous  situation, 
in  which  the  Victory  then  lay,  was  solely  to  be  ascribed  to  the 
want  of  skill  and  judgment  on  the  part  of  Capt.  Ross,  and  parti- 
cularly to  a  lack  of  that  boldness  and  determination,  on  which 
success,  in  general,  so  materially  depends.  Capt.  Ross  was  not 
a  character  to  attend  to  the  advice  of  others,  as  he  considered  it 
an  imputation  upon  his  own  professional  skill :  to  expostulate 
with  him  on  the  impropriety  or  danger  of  any  particular  step, 
on  which  he  had  determined,  was  a  most  certain  method  of 
incurring  his  highest  displeasure ;  and  the  more  manifest  the 
disposition  appeared  to  oppose  and  thwart  him,  the  more  de- 
termined and  resolute  he  showed  himself  to  carry  his  projects 
into  execution.  It  has  become  proverbial,  that  a  smoky  house 
and  a  scolding  wife  are  amongst  the  greatest  miseries,  which  a 
man  can  endure ;  but  we  cannot  conceive  a  more  unpleasant  and 
irksome  situation,  than  for  two  individuals  to  be  cooped  up 
with  each  other,  in  the  same  cabin,  under  the  circumstances,  in 
which  the  Victory  was  placed,  and  from  which  there  was  no 
escape,  except  taking  a  walk  on  land,  with  the  thermometer  at 
70  or  80  below  the  freezing  point;  or  perhaps  sitting  in  a  cor- 
ner, and  attempting  a  few  chords  on  the  fiddle,  to  the  great 
annoyance  and  vexation  of  the  ears  of  the  opposite  party.  For 
several  weeks,  the  uncle  and  the  nephew  appeared  as  if  they  had 
sent  each  other  to  Coventry;  but,  on  Wednesday,  the  2nd  of 
March,  the  fire,  which  had  been  concentring  for  some  time  in 
their  breasts,  like  the  lava  in  the  craters  of  Vesuvius  and  Etni^ 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


800  LAST  VOYAGE   OF  CAPT.   ROSS. 

burst  forth  with  an  explosion^  which  terrified  the  other  inmatas 
of  the  cabin ;  the  result,  however,  of  which  was,  that  the  fire  of 
animosity,  having  nothing  further  to  feed  upon,  gradually  died 
away :  the  ancle  took  from  his  cellaret  a  magnum  of  Booth's 
best  cordial,  the  steward  was  called  in  to  place  the  glasses  on 
the  table,  the  materials  for  punch  were  at  hand,  and  the  uncle 
and  the  nephew  shortly  afterwards  turned  in  to  their  respective 
berths ;  having  thoroughly  convinced  themselves,  that  the  cabin 
of  a  ship  blocked  up  in  the  ice,  in  a  latitude  of  70  north,  is  <me 
of  the  most  improper  places  in  the  world  for  two  persons  to  live 
in,  who  are  at  enmity  with  each  other. 

The  month  of  March  was  very  little  inferior  to  January,  in 
respect  to  the  severity  of  the  cold,  the  thermometer  being  some 
days  as  low  as  50  below  zero ;  and  it  was  a  general  remark,  that 
the  spring  of  1831,  far  exceeded  that  of  1890  in  coldness,  and 
was  nearly  three  weeks  later;  the  difference  of  temperature 
ranging  from  30  to  45  degrees^  and  the  transition  sometimes  so 
sudden,  that,  one  hour^  the  men  did  not  find  it  too  cold  to 
walk  on  deck,  and  the  next,  exposed  to  a  frost  of  00  or  70  below 
the  freezing  point. 

The  chief  employment  of  the  crew,  during  the  month  of 
March,  consisted  in  fetching  gravel  for  the  canal,  and  building 
snow  houses  for  the  purpose  of  shading  the  thermometer. 

The  success  of  the  shooting  parties  was  so  great,  that  the 
table  of  the  cabin  was  seldom  without  g^me,  particularly 
roasted  hare,  which  was  a  standing  dish  on  the  Sundays ;  in  fact, 
the  signification  of  the  word  privation  was  not  known  in  that 
quarter,  for  the  life  of  Capt.  Ross,  was,  comparatively  speakings 
one  of  ease  and  comfort. 

On  the  4th  of  April,  the  biscuit  was  examined,  and  was  found 
to  be  in  good  ccmdition,  there  being  above  6  cwt.  remaining* 
For  the  better  preserving  of  it,  it  was  put  in  the  casks,  and 
stowed  away  in  the  driest  part  of  the  ship 

On  the  6th,  five  hands  were  ordered  to  hold  themselves  in 
readiness  for  a  travelling  party,  which  was  to  set  out  on  the  19th. 
Some  of  the  crew  were  employed  in  the  construction  of  a  tent, 
JO  which  it  was  intended  that  the   travelling  party   were  to 
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sleep.  The  object  of  this  expedition  was  to  obtain  some  mask  oxen^ 
and  to  explore  the  land  which  runs  to  Cook's  Basin.  This  bay, 
or  basin,  lay  to  the  northward  of  the  ship,  with  a  long  point  of 
land  ninniog  out  to  the  eastward,  which  made  the  point  bear 
north-east  from  the  ship.  From  the  entrance  to  the  head  of  the 
bay^  was  about  37  miles,  but  there  were  a  number  of  very  fine 
rivers,  which  emptied  themselves  into  it ;  the  description  of  one 
of  which,  will  be  given  in  a  future  part  of  this  work.  Cook's 
Basin  lay  about  38  miles  due  north  from  the  ship,  and  it  was 
supposed  by  going  to  the  head  of  this  bay,  there  would  be  found 
a  narrow  neck  of  land,  or  perhaps  a  passage. 

On  the  12th,  some  seal  skins  were  delivered  to  the  party,  for 
the  purpose  of  making  some  travelling  shoes ;  and  oh  the  14th, 
some  of  the  Esquimaux  dresses,  which  had  been  purchased  of 
the  natives,  the  preceding  winter,  and  stowed  away  in  the  flour 
lubs,  were  given  to  the  crew,  in  order  to  make  of  them  a  deer 
pkin  covering  for  the  party,  whilst  sleeping  in  the  snow  house; 
for,  at  this  time  of  the  year,  daring  the  travelling  expeditions,  it 
was  found  necessary  to  build  a  snow  house  at  every  stage  or 
ivf^ting  place. 

The  14th  of  April  was  Commander  RAsss  birth-day,  being 
then  31  years  old ;  it  was  celebrated  in  the  cabin,  and  the  crew 
had  each  of  them  an  extra  allowance  of  grog. 

On  the  18th,  the  provisions  for  the  travelling  party,  were  all 
weighed  and  stowed  away  in  the  mat  sacks ;  and  on  the  fol- 
lowing day,  nine  hands  were  sent  forward  about  two  miles,  with 
the  sledge.  On  the  20th,  all  hands  were  up  as  early  as  half  past 
two  in  the  morning ;  and  having  paruken  of  a  hearty  breakfast, 
at  half  past  three  they  set  out  on  their  excursion. 

The  carpenter  was  now  set  to  work  to  make  a  large  sledge, 
aa  the  one  generally  in  use,  was  found  not  to  be  suflSciently 
large  for  the  conveyance  of  the  articles,  particularly  the  salmon, 
and  the  musk  oxen,  which  they  killed  on  their  dijQerent  expedi- 
tions. The  engineer  was  also  employed  in  making  a  travelling 
kettle,  as  Capt.  Ross  had  expressed  his  intention  of  taking  a 
small  excursion  in  a  direction*  contrary  in  that,  which  Comman- 
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dor  Ross  had  taken,  although  it  was  well  known,  that  his  excur- 
sions were  never  of  very  long  duration. 

On  the  21st,  part  of  the  snow  was  taken  off  the  upper  deck, 
although  it  was  by  no  means  considered  to  be  a  prudent  act  on 
the  part  of  Capt.  Ross,  as  the  removal  of  it  tended,  in  a  great 
degree,  to  increase  the  cold  of  the  lower  deck. 

Three  Esquimaux  came  to  the  ship  this  day,  who  had  been 
despatched  by  Commander  Ross,  with  instructions  to  Capt.  Ross, 
to  send  some  men  with  them,  to  their  huts,  for  the  purpose  of 
bringing  away  some  salmon,  that  had  been  buried  since  the  pre- 
ceding August.  The  Esquimaux  remained  on  board  all  night ; 
and  early  in  the  following  morning,  Capt.  Ross,  Mr.  McDiar- 
mid,  and  three  men,  accompanied  by  the  Esquimaux,  set  out 
with  the  dogs  and  sledges^  to  fetch  the  fish,  and  returned  at 
3  o'clock,  bringing  with  them,  252tt>s  of  fish  in  very  good  con- 
dition. One  of  the  Esquimaux  came  back  with  the  party,  and 
remained  on  board  all  night. 

The  consequences  of  taking  off  the  snow  from  the  upper  deck, 
now  began  to  show  themselves — ^the  lower  deck  was  as  cold  as 
in  the  dead  of  winter ;  and  the  temperature  of  the  instrument 
room,  where  the  chronometers  were  kept,  was  as  low  as  26>  the 
regular  heat  of  which^  during  the  two  former  winters,  was  never 
so  low  as  80  or  40. 

On  the  25th,  two  Esquimaux  came  to  the  ship,  bringing  with 
them  the  carcass  of  a  walrus,  for  which  Capt.  Ross  gave  them  a 
file.  One  of  them  brought  with  him  a  piece  of  iron-stone, 
which  his  son  had  promised,  on  the  preceding  day,  and  a  pair  of 
seal-skin  boots,  which,  although  of  the  rudest  workmanship,  were 
found  of  the  greatest  service  in  resisting  the  effects  of  the  snow^ 
in  the  travelling  expeditions. 

The  allowance  of  the  men  had  been  hitherto,  half  a  pound  of 
preserved  meat  daily,  which  was  now  changed  to  a  pound  and 
a  half  of  fish ;  a  change  by  no  means  agreeable  to  the  men,  who 
had  not  yet  forgotten  the  effects,  which  the  fish  had  had  upon 
them^  during  the  preceding  winter,  and  who,  considering  the 
fatigue  and  labour,  which   they  had  to   undergo,  found  little 
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nourisfament  or  strength,  from  so  flaccid  and  watery  an  aliment 
as  fish. 

On  the  26thy  as  the  steward  was  returning  from  a  shooting 
excursion,  he  espied  at  a  distance  a  fox,  which  for  a  time  stood 
and  looked  at  him,  and  then  darted  off,  dragging  something  after 
him,  and  on  arriving  at  the  ship,  he  discovered  that  the  fox,  which 
he  had  seen,  was  no  other  animal,  than  the  identical  fox,  which 
had  previously  made  his  escape,  and  caught  again  on  the  follow- 
ing day,  in  the  trap ;  his  cunning,  however,  taught  him  in  future 
to  avoid  a  trap,  and  no  further  tidings  were  heard  of  him,  during 
the  «tay  of  the  Victory. 

The  sledge,  the  travelling  stove,  and  the  tent,  were  now  com- 
pleted, and  the  provisions  were  got  ready  to  take  out  for  Com- 
mander Ross,  according  to  the  agreement  made  with  him, 
previously  to  his  departure ;  but  on  the  following  day,  being 
Sunday,  the  1st  May,  divine  service  was  scarcely  over,  and  the 
men  on  deck,  than  Commander  Ross  was  seen  coming  over  the 
ice  by  himself;  having  left  his  party  on  that  morning,  at  3 
o'clock,  about  twenty  miles  from  the  ship.  The  reason  of  his 
letorn  without  his  party,  was,  on  account  of  one  of  his  men 
having  his  foot  severely  bitten  by  the  frost ;  and  he  left  orders 
to  his  party,  to  start  on  their  return  to  the  ship,  at  8  o  clock,  in 
order  that  Taylor,  whose  leg  was  hurt,  might  be  got  on  board 
the  same  night.  At  half  past  eleven,  nine  hands  were  sent  for- 
wards, towards  the  travelling  party,  for  the  purpose  of  assisting 
them,  as  perhaps  the  very  life  of  Taylor  depended  upon  getting 
him  under  the  surgeon's  care,  with  all  possible  expedition. 

At  half  past  three,  three  Esquimaux  arrived,  bringing  with 
then  a  seal  and  five  salmon,  the  weight  of  which  was  thirty 
pounds,  being  the  largest  fish,  which  had  as  yet  been  seen  in 
that  part  of  the  country.  They  left  the  ship  at  half  past  eight, 
giving  their  solemn  promise,  that  they  would  return  in  three 
days,  bringing  more  fish  with  them.  As  they  left  the  ship,  they 
sang  out,  Menek  luma,  menek  luma, — that  is,  <<for  the  next  seal, 
knife  to  be  well  cleaned  and  sharpened.'* 

At  half  past  eleven  at  night,  the  whole  of  the  party  returned, 
and  Taylor  was  immediately  taken  to  the  surgeon.    His  foot 
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was  frozen  all  along  the  sole ;  part  of  the  heel  and  one  half  of 
his  foot,  from  the  toe  upwards,  was  severely  bitten.  His  whole 
foot  was  like  a  bladder  of  hogs-lard,  so  severely  was  it  blistered. 
Part  of  the  blisters  were  transparent^  which  were  lanced  by  the 
surgeon,  and  after  undergoing  a  proper  dressing,  he  was  put 
to  bed. 

The  report  of  Commander  Ross  could  not  be  considered  very 
favourable  to  their  future  progress;  he  observed  the  sea  on  the 
other  side,  and  returned  to  the  ship  over  the  ice,  by  the  route  by 
which  she  came  up  to  her  present  moorings. 

The  Esquimaux  had  been  to  Cook's  Basin,  and  had  pulled 
down  the  monuments,  that  had  been  erected  for  the  purpose  of 
obtaining  the  spars,  that  were  in  the  middle.  The  reason  lor 
the  Esquimaux  going  so  far  to  the  north,  is,  that  there  is  a  very 
fine  salmon  river,  about  sixty  miles  from  the  ship,  in  a  bay 
called  by  the  natives  Awatootoak  Bay,  and  this  may  be  con* 
sidered  as  the  boundary  of  their  peregrinations  to  the  northward. 

The  account,  which  Taylor  gave  of  his  foot  having  become 
frost-bitten,  was,  that  one  morning  when  they  began  their  jour- 
ney, the  thermometer  was  at  16  degrees  below  zero;  and  at  the 
time,  he  had  on,  over  his  under-travelling  shoes,  a  pair  of  seal- 
skin boots,  in  a  wet  and  damp  state ;  but  that  he  never  perceived, 
that  his  foot  was  frost-bitten,  until  some  time  after  they  had 
been  walking.  Two  of  the  men,  Richard  Wall  and  Thomas 
Blanky,  were  taken  ill  with  a  complaint  in  their  bowels,  which 
rendered  it  an  act  of  necessity  on  the  part  of  Commander  Ross, 
to  hasten  his  return,  in  order  that  the  men  might  have  the 
benefit  of  medical  aid. 

On  the  3rd,  three  Esquimaux  came  to  the  ship,  and  brought 
some  salmon,  weighing  61|tbs.  The  gluttony  of  these  people 
has  been  already  mentioned,  but  two  of  these  people  surpassed, 
in  their  appetite,  every  thing  which  had  been  hitherto  witneeaed; 
indeed,  it  appeared  to  be,  in  every  sense  of  the  word,  insatiable; 
and  as  they  were  going  to  remain  on  board  all  night,  it  was 
determined  to  try,  on  the  following  morning,  the  utmost  extent 
of  their  appetite,  in  order  to  discover,  if  there  actually  existed 
any  bounds  to  it.     Six  salmon  were  prepared  for  their  break&tft, 
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weighii^g,  in  the  whole,  I5^tb8.  which  was,  on  an  average,  five 
pounds  to  a  man.  One  of  them  contrived  to  consume  three  pounds, 
leaving  twelve  pounds  and  a  half  to  be  devoured  by  his  com* 
panions,  whose  appetite  appeared  to  increase  in  the  ratio  of  the 
decrease  of  the  food,  that  was  before  them.  On  a  sudden,  both 
of  them  were  seized  with  an  excessive  vomiting,  which  appeared 
to  be  to  them  such  a  common  Occurrence,  that  with  the  greatest 
coolness,  they  allowed  the  malady  to  subnde,  and  then,  if 
permitted,  would  hate  returned  to  dispose  of  the  remainder  of 
the  fish  ;  but,  in  this,  they  were  prevented  by  one  of  the  officers, 
who  had  quite  satisfied  himself  with  this  specimen  of  Esquimaux 
gluttony.  These  human  cormorants  took  their  departure  soon 
alitor  breakfast ;  but  In  a  short  time,  they  were  succeeded  by  an- 
other party  of  their  tribe,  consisting  of  two  men,  one  woman, 
and  two  children^  one  of  whom  was  quite  an  infant,  in  fact,  it 
eovid  not  have  been  born  more  than  six  days.  The  Esquimaux 
give  the  name  to  their  children  from  the  drd  to  the  lOth  day 
after  their  bltth;  and  yet,  in  the  naming  of  their  children,  they 
do  not  act  with  that  consummate  foUy  and  impiety,  which  dis- 
tinguish a  people,  who  call  themselves  the  most  civilized  of 
the  world)  amongst  whom  the  oeremony  exist9>  on  the  christ- 
ening of  a  child,  of  insisting  that  a  particular  person  shall  take 
upon  himself  all  the  sins  and  transgressions  of  the  child,  until 
be  be  im  adult;  and  that  he  shall,  at  the  same  time,  lay  himself 
under  the  obligation  of  performing  certain  duties  towards  the 
child,  which  he  nevet  intends  to  perform ;  although  he  swears, 
in  the  presence  of  his  Ood,  that  he  will  most  religiously  and 
faithfully  perform  them,  to  the  best  of  his  power  and  ability 
This  impious  farce  is  not  acled^  in  the  naming  of  an  Esquimau^ 
child,  yet  it  is  a  day  of  tejoicing  amongst  them ;  but  their  re* 
joicings,  at  the  best,  are,  like  their  climate,  cold  and  senseless  : 
ft  smile  on  the  countenance  of  an  Esquimaux,  is  like  the  beam 
of  his  sun  in  th^  autumn  of  the  year,  spiritless  and  cheerless,  the 
'laugh  of  joy  is  seldom  heard  in  his  hut  of  snow  ;  and  although 
the  song  andtfie  dance  at  times  enliven  his  dreary  hours>  yet  his 
mirth  is  seldotn  the  spontaneous  effusion  of  the  heart,  but  breakf 
forth  like  a  faint  ray  of  the  moon  through  a  cloud  of  mist. 
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The  names  of  ihe  Esquimaux  have  always  a  distinct  signifi- 
cation, in  allusion  to  some  particular  personal  qualification,  or 
to  some  moral  or  physical  property  belonflring  to  the  parents ; 
when  once  g-iven  it  is  never  changed,  for  do  great  risk  is  there 
run,  of  some  miserable,  half  starved  miser  dying,  with  his  coffers 
full,  and  his  rent-roll  as  long  as  the  pedigree  of  a  Welehman, 
leaving,  as  the  last  act  of  his  folly,  that  the  person,  to  whom  he 
has  bequeathed  his  property,  shall  not  inherit  it,  unless  he  change 
his  name,  which,  however,  after  all,  cannot  be  done  without  the 
consent  of  the  King,  which  by  the  bye  i«  never  asked,  and  of 
which  he  knows  just  as  much  as  he  does  of  pauperism,  by  ex- 
perience ;  in  all  of  which,  a  striking  proof  is  extant,  that  the 
head  of  a  nation  can  do  many  things  for  the  benefit  of  his  people, 
which,  if  the  sycophantish  tribe,  who  are  around  him,  were  to 
tell  him,  that  he  had  done,  he  would  raise  his  eyes  with  wonder 
to  heaven,  overcome  with  surprise,  that,  like  the  mole,  he  had 
done  so  much  business  in  the  dark. 

The  Esquimaux  were  not  many  days  acquainted  with  the 
officers  and  the  crew  of  the  Victory,  before  a  name  was  given  to 
every  individual,  according  to  the  properties,  which  they  thought 
they  perceived  in  him,  and  to  Commander  James,  the  name  of 
Augluga  was  given,  on  accotmt  of  his  activity  and  fortitude. 
It  being  determined  by  the  father  and  the  mother  of  the  infant, 
who  came  on  board  on  the  8th,  that  he  should  be  named  after 
Commander  Ross,  he  was  brought  to  him  for  the  purpo9e  of 
giving  him  the  name ;  and  on  that  officer  pronouncing  the  word 
Augluga,  the  child  became  invested  immediately  with  it,  and 
Commander  Ross  could  not  refrain  from  smiling,  when  he  looked 
upon  the  coarse  and  ill-favored  features  of  his  godson ;  but  as  he 
did  not  at  the  same  time  undertake  to  teach  him  the  vulgar 
tongue,  nor  to  bring  him  to  the  altar  for  the  purpose  of  confir- 
mation, the  ceremony  passed  off  very  agreeably  and  unosten- 
tatiously, the  party  being  afterwards  regaled  with  a  sumptuous 
feast  of  salmon,  not  dressed  exactly  a  la  Maitre  d^ Hotel,  but^ 
swimming  in  an  exquisite  sauce  of  whale  oil  and  grease. 

The  principal  part  of  the  duty  of  the  crow,  during  the  remain- 
der of  this  month,  was  taking  away  the  snow  banking,  and  cut- 
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ting  boles  in  the  lake,  for  the  purpose  of  measuring  the  ice, 
which  was  found  to  be  5  feet  8  inches  thick.  The  engineer  was 
employed  in  making  lamps  instead  of  stoves  for  the  travelling 
party,  who  were  to  bring  back  with  them  some  tallow  obtained 
from  the  musk  oxen,  by  which  they  would  be  enabled  to  husband 
their  stock  of  oil,  which  had  experienced  a  considerable  diminu- 
tion- during  the  preceding  winter.  The  transportation  of  the 
tallow,  from  its  additional  weight  upon  the  sledge,  was,  however,, 
the  cause  of  some  serious  complaints  by  the  men,  whose  strength 
was  not  in  that  state  to  enable  them  to  drag  a  heavy  load,  especi- 
ally over  a  surface  so  rugged  and  uneven  as  the  ice  generally 
exhibited  itself. 

A  great  inconvenience  having  been  experienced  by  the  travel- 
ling parties,  for  the  want  of  some  vessel  or  vehicle  to  transport 
them  across  the  lakes,  the  carpenter  was  ordered  to  construct 
a  frame  in  the  shape  of  a  flat-bottomed  punt,  which  was  then  to 
be  covered  with  stout  canvass  and  painted.  These  boats  were 
in  their  construction  so  light,  that  they  could  be  carried  on. 
the  top  of  a  sledge,  whilst  at  the  same  time,  their  buoyancy 
was  so  complete,  and  their  covering  so  impervious  to  water,  that 
they  served  admirably  for  the  navigation  of  the  lakes,  and  parti- 
cularly for  those,  who  were  employed  in  the  fisheries,  for  when 
no  longer  wanted  on  the  lakes,  they  served  as  a  receptacle,  in 
which  to  stow  away  the  fish,  and  to  transport  them  on  tho 
sledge  to  the  ship,  independently  of  the  relief  which  it  gave 
to  the  men. 

The  whole  of  the  ISth  and  14th,  was  employed  in  getting  the 
provisions  ready  for  another  expedition:  a  considerable  quantity, 
of  pork  was  boiled  on  the  occasion,  to  be  taken  by  the  party  in- 
stead of  preserved  meats ;  all  the  bones  were  taken  out  of  the  pork, 
in  order  to  render  it  lighter  in  the  carriage,  and  it  was  found, 
that  the  meat  did  not  freeze  so  hard  if  divested  of  the  bone,  as 
wlien  allowed  to  remain  in  it. 

The  friendly  intercourse,  which  had  subsisted,  for  ashorjt  time, 
between  Capt.  Ross  and  his  nephew,  now  experienced  another 
interruption ;  for,  on  tho  14th,  some  very  high  words  (]<is.sed 
l)^tweeu  theu :  and  so  great  was  the  offence,  which  the  latter 
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was  supposed  to  have  received,  that,  on  ibe  following  day,  h^ 
refused  to  arttend  divine  service,  aad  set  oul  upon  9^  walking 
excursion  into  the  country.  Qa  retumiag  on  bo%fd^  be  brought 
with  him  some  living  insects,  that  be  had  obtaiped  out  of  the 
fresh  water  iee,  in  a  torpid  or  frozen  st«.te :  by  holding  them 
in  his  hand,  and  exposing  them  for  a  time  to  the  beat  of  the 
sun,  they  all  came  to  life,  but  their  existence  wa^s  ephemeKal* 
as  they  died  before  the  close  of  the  day. 

On  the  16ih,  every  thing  was  in  readiness  for  the  departure  of 
the  two  parties :  Capt.  Ross  taking  with,  him  five  men,  and 
provisions  for  21  days,  and  Commandei  Jaines,  nim  fiv^  meiu 
They  were  to  travel  in  company  for  some  distaiiiee ;  and,  oa 
Capt.  Ross  leaving  the  commandet,  the  latter  was  to  be  supplied 
with  provisions,  in  addition  to  his  own,  so  ajs  to  make  up'  a. 
sufficiency  for  21  days;  and  it  was  fttrther  agreed,  that  Capt. 
Ross,  on  his  vetom,  shoifild  leave  five  days  provisions^  far  his 
nephew,  at  Nichitli,  and  another  supply  between  that  plaee  and 
the  ship* 

The  party  of  Commander  Ross  were  to  travei  to  tho  head  of 
the  north  bay,  and  thence  to  the  south-west  to  Nichdlli;  a«d 
the  reason  for  directing  his  route  in  that  quattei,  was,  that  the, 
Esquimaux  were  in  some  part  of  the  bay ;  they  having  told  hins^ 
that  they  would  direct  Mm  a  ueAier  way  to  Nichilli.  than  that 
by  which  he  travelled,  on  the  Ist'of  J'vneof  tlMfr  pffe«eding  year. 
The  Esquimaux  were  eleven  days  in  travellii^  from  the  ship  to. 
Nichilli\  but  Commander  Ross  and  his  party  would  have  (ra- 
velled tBLBter,  had  they  not  been  obliged  sometiaies  to  wait  for 
the  Esquimaux,  who  were,  in  gesetal,  such  laa»y  fellows^  that  it. 
was  impossible  to  rouse  them  from  their  seniks ;.  for,  althougb^ 
they  were  well  shaken,  and  punched  and  pinched^  and  kicked, 
their  only  answer  was,  a  deep  surly  grunt,  somewhat  siniJar 
to  that  of  rousing  a  pig  in  its  stye.  At  ajsoiher  time  they  would 
spend  several  hours  in  repairing  their  sJedgea,  when  in  reality 
they  did  not  stand  in  need  of  repair ;  bi^t  it  was  a  subterfuge  on 
the  part  of  the  Esquimaux,  to  give  them  an  opportunity  of  in^ 
dulging  in  their  indolent  habits. 

In  this  expedition,  an  Esquimaux,  of  the  name  of  Nowcn4^ 
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exhibited  ain'  inftUned  of  great  ingeniiity,  in  construciiiig  a 
sledge  out  of  a  aoUd  piece  of  tce»  which  travelled  anooumionly 
well,  and,  ia  some  respects,  was  greatly  to  be  prefiMrred  to  the 
sledges  in  cooamon  use.  It  was  made  in  the  shape  of  a  larg^ 
iroodeft^  bowl ;  and  although  it  was  not  a  veiy  comfortable  eon« 
veyaooe  for  the  person,  yet  it  answered  excellently  for  the 
conveyaaoe  of  the  provisions  and  other  parts  of  the  materiet  con- 
nected with  the  expedition.  It  must,  however,  be  obeerved,  that 
in  these  expedilioiks,  they  never  travelled  with  sledges  over  hind, 
if  they  could  possibly  avoid  it. 

It  was  soon  after  this  expedition  was  planned,  that  the  good 
understanding  which  had  for  a  short  time  subsisted  between  Capt«, 
Ross  and  his  nephew,  was  again  interrupted;  and  it  was  a  cir- 
cumstance, which  threatened  to  defeat  not  only  the  inifiiediate 
objects,  which  they  had  in  view,  but  in  reality  to  endanger  the 
actual  success  of  the  expedition.  It  was  well  knowB  to  all  the 
crew,  that  Commander  Ross  was  the  veiy  Hfe  and  soui  of  aB  the 
schemes  and  plans,  that  were  brought  forward,  by  which  any 
progress  could  be  made  towards  the  final  accomplishment  of  the 
end,  which  they  had  in  view ;  whilst,  on  the  other  band,  Capt. 
Ross  was  Umaelf  a  passive  subject ;  he  was  the  oldest  man  on 
board,  and  very  ill  calculated,  on  account  of  his  age,  and  bts 
corporeal  infirmity,  arising  partly  from  the  wounds,  which  ho  had 
received  in  diSerent  actions  in  which  he  had  been  engaged,  and 
partly  froman  absence  of  that  energy  of  character,  which  dectines 
with  the  growtb  of  years,  to  take  upon  himself  the  performance 
of  those  active  datiesy  whiieh  became  indispensable'  on  accotmt 
of  the  peculiar  situatioxi,  in  which  the  Victory  was  placed. 

It  has  been  seen,  by  the  admission  of  Conmumder  Roes,  that 
he  did  not  consider  himself  as  acting  under,  or  being  street  to 
the  immediate  drdera  of  Capt.  Ross,  and,  therefore,  as  he  was, 
in  some  cectain  points  of  view,  an  independent  officer,  acting 
upon  his  own  judgment,  although  with  no  responaibitity  attached 
to  him,  it  became  doubly  unfortunate  that  the  two  officers  did 
not  act  in  eoncofd  with  each  other,  hut  were  continually  at  vari- 
ance, during  which  time,  neitlier  of  thcin  knew  nor  seemed  to 
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care  about  the  actions  of  the  other;  when,  by  consulting  and  lay* 
ing  before  each  other  their  respective  plans,  a  path  might  have 
been  chalked  out,  by  which,  not  only  many  of  the  disasters, 
which  had  occurred,  might  be  remedied,  and  provision  made 
against  their  recurrence,  but  the  very  means  might  have  been 
adopted,  by  which  the  success  of  the  expedition  could  have  been 
confirmed.  These  continual  quarrels  between  the  two  officers, 
were  also  a  great  drawback  upon  the  general  harmony  of  the 
crew,  and  in  some  respects  subversive  of  the  discipline  of  the 
ship.  It  was  impossible  not  for  the  men  to  entertain  an  opinion 
as  to  the  particular  party,  who  was  in  the  wrong ;  and  as  Com- 
mander Ross  was  decidedly  the  greatest  favorite  of  the  two 
disputants,  it  excited  a  degree  of  ill  blood  in  the  breasts  of  the 
crew  towards  their  commanding  officer,  which  was  by  no  means 
favorable  to  the  order,  discipline,  and  harmony  of  the  ship  ;  in 
&ct,  in  some  respects,  it  was  a  house  divided  against  itself :  one 
party  espousing  the  cause  of  Capt.  Ross,  and  another,  that  Ot 
Commander  Ross ;  and  thus,  the  quarrels  of  the  two  officers  did 
not  terminate  amongst  themselves,  but  their  effects  were  visible 
on  the  whole  of  the  crew;  and  the  battles -of  the  officers  were 
fought  over  again  in  the  different  messes  of  the  ship,  until,  foi 
some  time,  quarrelling  and  wrangling  were  the  order  of  the 
day. 

On  the  afternoon  previously  to  the  departure  of  the  expedi* 
tion,the  two  officers  evidently  saw,  that  they  must  either  relin- 
quish travelling  together,  or  a  reconciliation  must  be  effected 
between  them.  Like  the  majority  of  quarrels,  it  required  only 
an  advance  and  a  friendly  word  on  one  Ride,  to  meet  with  a 
corresponding  feeling  on  the  other  ;  but  the  vile  passion  of  pride 
generally  interferes  on  those  occasions,  and  checks  the  effusion 
of  those  amiable  feelings,  which  may  be  inherent  in  the  cha- 
racter, but  which,  like  the  corn  of  the  field,  are  choaked  up,  and 
prevented  from  coming  to  maturity,  by  the  baneful  influence  of 
the  tares. 

The  two  expeditions  were  accompanied  by  seven  men,  as  aux- 
iiiaries,  who  were  to  assist  the  fatigue  party,  to  a  certain  distance. 
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and  then  return  to  the  ship.  Thej  aceompaDied  them  on  their 
route  for  eight  miles,  and  arrived  at  the  ship  at  a  quarter  past 
three  on  the  morning  of  the  17th. 

During  the  absence  of  the  officers,  the  carpenter  was  ordered 
to  make  another  fishing  punt,  similar  to  the  one  already  described, 
and  which  Capt.  Ross  had  taken  with  him,  as^  from  the  lightness 
of  its  construction,  it  was  found  to  answer  extremely  well,  on  every 
occasion  in  which  it  had  been  employed. 

On  the  21st,  Mr.  Thom  and  Mr.  McDiarmid,  with  five  hands, 
went  to  the  old  harbour,  to  bring  away  some  iron  work,  that  had 
been  left  there  in  the  preceding  year,  although  their  expecta- 
tions were  not  very  great  of  finding  any  stores  remaining,  which 
could  have  been  by  any  means  carried  ofl^  by  the  Esquimaux. 
In  this,  however,  they  were  agreeably  surprised,  for  they  found 
all  the  articles  in  the  same  manner  they  had  left  them,  although 
they  were  all  covered  with  snow.  They  brought  away  with  them 
an  old  iron  stove,  that  was  in  the  Victory  when  she  belonged  to 
Liverpool,  but  it  was  in  many  respects  only  adding  to  the  quan- 
tity of  lumber,  which  was  already  on  board  the  ship. 

On  Sunday  the  a2nd,  no  service  was  performed,  on  account  of 
the  absence  of  the  officers,  instead  of  which,  the  carpenter  em- 
ployed himself  in  making  fishing  rods,  and  the  ent^ineer,  in  affix- 
ing  ferrules  to  them.  The  following  day  being  the  23d,  the 
anniversary  of  the  ship  leaving  Woolwich,  a  glass  of  grog  was 
given  to  each  of  the  men,  and  a  cessation  from  all  duty  allowed 
after  three  o'clock.  The  remainder  of  the  month  was  occupied 
in  some  unimportant  matters,  such  as  in  making  a  capstern,  re« 
pairing  the  wall  that  shaded  the  thermometer,  and  cleaning  the 
walrus  gun.  The  wind  blew  chiefly  from  N.  E.  to  N.  W.,  but 
the  latter  part,  attended  with  some  very  severe  gales. 
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As  the  test  of  compaTison  MiTeen  the  temperature  of  the 
seasons  of  1830  and  1831,  the  following  is  the  scale  of  the 
external  atmosphere  for  the  uionth  of  May. 


HlcHeit 

Ufw«rt| 

Ulffheet 

Lownt 

Hli^wst 

Lowest 

May 

Below 

Above 

May 

Bdow 

Above 

May 

Below. 

Above 

1 

12 

15 

12 

1 

J 

28 

301 

12 

2 

12 

18 

221 

9 

24 

261 

20 

10 

14 

82 

10 

25 

9S 

17 

80 

15 

89 

10 

36 

381 

21 

81 

16 

89 

H 

27 

86 

17 

10 

<h 

11 

88 

19 

28 

45 

81^ 

19 

^ 

18 

25 

16 

29 

22 

11 

m 

19 

m 

10 

80 

80 

15 

2.t 

20 

24 

8 

81 

26 

16 

10 

22i 

21 

25 

14 

11 

19 

22 

23 

1 

18 

The  first  of  June  was  the  daj  appointed  for  the  amputat  oa 
of  Taylor^s  foot,  as  Mr.  McDiarmid  evidently  saw,  that  it  never 
»ould  be  of  any  further  use  to  him.  The  diseased^  part  was 
poulticed  every  day,  since  be  was  brought  on  board,  made  some* 
times  with  soft  bread,  and  at  another  time  with  oatmeal.  It 
was,  however,  the  particniar  wish  of  Taylor,  that  Capt.  Ross 
should  be  on  board  at  the  time  when  the  operation  took  place, 
and  therefore  it  was  postponed  until  his  return.  It  became, 
however,  a  question  with  Mr.  McT^iarmid,  whether  the  post- 
ponement of  the  operation  might  not  endanger  the  life  of  his 
patient,  and  therefore  he  determined  not  to  wait  the  return  of 
Capt.  Ross ;  on  the  inspection  of  the  foot,  however,  it  was 
found  to  be  too  much  swelled,  to  allow  of  the  operation  being 
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performed,  and  therefore  the  postponemem  became  a  matter  ot 
neoesnity. 

The  return  of  Capt.  Ross  was  not  looked  for,  for  some  days, 
but,  to  the  great  surprise  of  the  crew,  he  suddenly  mad<i  his 
appea|yice  amongst  them,  leaving  his  party  nearly  a  day's 
journey  behind  him.  From  the  well  known  repugnance  of 
Capt.  Ross,  to  expose  himself,  without  the  most  urgent  necessity, 
to  any  inclemency  of  the  weather,  his  arrival  could  not  have 
jeen  looked  for  on  this  day,  as  the  wind  was  excessively  high, 
with  the  snow  drifting  so  heavily,  that  it  was  difficult  to  discern 
a  hundred  yards  in  advance.  His  motive  for  leaving  his  party, 
and  travelling  to  the  ship  by  himself  never  transpired ;  nor, 
perhaps,  was  there  any  foundation  for  the  rumour,  which  was 
current  on  board,  as  to  the  cause  which  impelled  him  to  an  act, 
so  contrary  to  his  general  mode  of  action  ;  for  as  to  any  benefit 
nf  a  geographical  or  scientific  character,  resulting  from  his  ex- 
pedition, it  was  the  general  opinion,  that  he  might  just  as  well 
hate  remained  comfortably  in  his  cabin. 

At  half  past  one  in  the  morning,  Capt.  Ross'  party  arrived  at 
the  ship,  completely  exhausted  with  fatigue,  and  one  of  the  crew 
with  his  foot  frost-bitten,  which  happened  to  him  on  the  day 
of  hjs  starting  from  the  ship ;  but  it  was  not  judged  by  Capt, 
Ross,  to  be  a  case  of  such  urgency,  as  to  call  upon  him  to  send 
the  man  back  to  the  ship ;  but  it  was  generally  considered,  that, 
if  necessity  had  nothing  to  do  in  the  business,  humanity  bad  a 
great  deal,  but  it  appeared  at  the  time,  that  it  was  not  convenient 
to  pay  any  attention  to  its  call.  The  whole  of  the  party  returned 
in  a  Tery  precarious  state  of  health,  which  was  attributed,  in  a 
great  degree,  to  their  being  put  upon  an  allowance  of  fish,  to  the 
total  exclusion  of  meat;  at  the  same  time,  that  their  weekly 
allowance  of  bread  was  not  sufficient  to  last  them  three  days. 

It  was  impossible  to  decide  on  what  principle  Capt.  Ross 
could  suppose,  that  his  men  could  sustain  the  continual  fatigue 
and  labor,  to  which  they  were  exposed,  on  such  a  weak  and 
watery  aliment  as  fish,  which,  as  an  article  of  human  food,  is 
known  to  possess  proportionably  the  least  quantity  of  nutritive 
matter,  of  any  kind  of  sustenance  which  is  adapted  to  the  sup-  • 
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])ort  of  roan.  Was  it  rational  to  suppose,  that  the  strciij^ih  or 
health  of  the  men,  on  their  travelling  parties,  with  their  impove- 
rished fare,  could  be  in  the  same  condition  as  that  of  the  officers, 
who  had  been  previously  accustomed  to  the  best  of  fare,  and 
total  strangers  to  the  privations  of  any  kind  of  food^  which 
particularly  suited  their  taste  or  appetite.  The  men,  who  had 
sailed  with  Capt.  Parry,  were  continually  drawing  their  com- 
parison between  the  fare,  which  was  allotted  to  them  on  board 
the  Hecia  and  Fury,  and  that,  which  was  distributed  to  them  on 
board  the  Victory :  in  the  former,  every  thing  was  given  out 
with  a  free  and  liberal  hand ;  in  the  latter,  parsimony  appeared 
to  be  the  ruling  principle,  without  any  regard  to  the  conse- 
quences, which  such  niggardly  conduct  might  have  upon  the 
health  of  the  crew.  Capt.  Ross  seemed  to  forget,  that  the 
health  and  physical  powers  of  a  man  depend  as  much  upon  the 
kind  of  sustenance,  which  he  takes,  as  any  other  animal  of 
creation  ;  although,  if  he  had  personally  tried  the  experiment,  of 
restricting  himself  to  the  diet,  to  which  he  conBned  his  men,  it 
scarcely  admits  of  a  doubt,  that  the  next  monument,  which  was 
raised  in  the  country  of  the  Esquimaux,  would  have  been  over 
his  own  remains. 

During  the  excursion  of  Capt.  Ross,  he  obtained  another 
iproof,  that  there  was  very  little  reliance  to  be  placed  on  the 
word  of  the  Esquimaux.  They  had  promised  to  take  him  by  a 
nearer  route  to  Nichilli,  and  accordingly  he  had  made  an  ap- 
pointment with  Commander  Ross,  to  meet  him  at  that  place  on 
the  21st  of  May ;  but  the  Esquimaux,  who  comparatively  placed 
little  value  upon  their  own  time,  considered  that  Capt.  Ross  so 
far  resembled  them,  as  to  place  no  value  upon  his ;  and  therefore 
it  was  a  matter  of  very  little  consequence,  whether  they  arrived 
at  Nichilli,  a  day  sooner  or  a  day  later.  As  to  any  punctuality 
in  the  keeping  of  an  appointment,  it  was  a  thing,  they  could 
not  be  made  to  comprehend  the  meaning  of;  it  formed  no  part 
of  their  conduct  observed  amongst  themselves ;  and,  therefore, 
as  they  could  not  be  brought  to  believe,  that  Capt.  Ross,  in  his 
excursion,  had  any  other  aim  in  view  than  to  see  the  beauties  (not 
the  female  ones)  of  their  country,  it  could  not  be  imputed  to  them. 
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as  an  act  of  unkindness  or  ill  breeding,  if  they  conducted  him 
to  the  appointed  spot,  by  a  circuitous  route.     Capt.  Ross  had,  in 
his  own  fatherland,  often  heard  the    adage,   '*  that  all    ways 
lead  to  Rome  ;"  and,  judging  by  analogy,  he  was  positive,  that 
all  the  ways  in  the  Esquimaux  country  led  to  Nichilli:  but  it 
was  certainly  an  act  of  gross  misconduct  on  the  part  of  the  Es- 
quimaux, not  to  designate  it  by  a  seyerer  name,  to  take  such 
a   circumbendibus  to  Nichilli,  that  the  body  of  Capt.  Ross  was 
exposed  to  all  the  rudeness  and  severity  of  their  climate,  for  nearly 
six  days  longer  than  there  was,  in  reality,  any  occasion  for,  as, 
instead  of  arriving  at  Nichilli,  on  the  21st,  their   arrival  did 
not   take    place  until  the  27th;    and  this   delay  was  solely  to 
be  attributed  to  the  circumvolutionary  disposition  of  their  guides, 
who,  instead  of  proceeding  in  a  straight  line  to  the  destined 
spot,  went  in  a    curvilinear  direction,  until,  at    one   time,  they 
were  at  a  greater  distance   from  Nichilli.  than  they  were  when 
they  set  out  from  the  ship.     To  speak  of  a  roan  keeping  his 
temper  on  an  occasion  of  this  kind,  were  to  invest   him  with 
the   equanimity  of  Job  himself;  and  therefore  it  wa,s,  perhaps, 
not  at  all  unlikely  that  the  sudden  and  unexpected  return    of 
Capt.  Ross  was,   in  a  certain  degree,  owing   to   some   offence, 
which  he  had  taken  for  the  conduct,  which  had  been  observed 
towards  him,  and  which  perhaps  determined  him,  as  early  as 
possible,  to  close  his    acquaintance  with  a  set  of  people,  who» 
either  from  wantonness  or  ignorance,  had  been  the  instruments 
of  exposing   his  person   to  six  days  additional  buffeting  with 
drifts  of  snow,  showers  of  sleet,  the  merciless  pelting  of  hail,  and 
the  violence  of  the  northern  gales,  which  threatened  every  mo- 
ment to  capsize  his  sledge,  and  plunge  him  three  feet  deep  in 
the  snow. 

On  the  departure  of  Capt.  Ross  from  Nichilli,  he  left  Com- 
mander Ross  with  17  dap  provisions,  and  a  farther  supply  was 
to  be  left  him  at  a  certain  place,  to  meet  him  on  his  return. 

At  7  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  2nd,  the  operation  was 
performed  on  Taylor's  foot,  and  in  half  an  hour  the  man  was  laid 
III  his  cot,  with  every  prospect  of  doing  well. 

On  the  3d,  the  whole  of  the  party  who  had  accompanied  Capt. 
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Ross,  were  SO  seriously  indisposed,  that  they  were  all  put  iDta  a 
steam  batb,  which  was  one  of  Capt.  JakyUs  patent.  The  illoeaa 
of  these  meh  ought  to  have  taught  Capt.  Ross  a  lesson,  that  a 
change  in  bis  conduct  towards  them,  tn  regard  to  their  diet» 
was  an  act  of  imperious  necessity,  but  there  are  some  characters 
upon  whom  all  experience  is  lost,  and  who,  having  formed  to 
themselves  a  particular  line  of  conduct,  persevere  in  H,  in  despite 
of  the  conviction,  which  daily  and  hourly  imposes  itself  upon 
them,  that  it  is  founded  on  prejudice  and  error. 

On  the  6th,  the  party  that  were  to  carry  out  the  provisions  to 
Commander  Ross,  made  the  necessary  preparations  for  their  de* 
parture,  and  in  the  afternoon  a  fatigue  party  got  ready  to  take 
the  sledge  a  few  miles,  for  the  purpose  of  alleviating  the  labor 
to  those,  who  were  appointed  to  take  it  to  its  destination.  At 
7  oVIock  in  the  evening,  the  steward  and  a  few  men  set  off  with 
the  sledge,  and  returned  at  4  o'clock  in  the  morning,  leaving  the 
travelling  parly  to  proceed  with  all  expedition,  to  the  place 
where  the  provisions  were  to  be  left  for  Commander  Ross,  for 
whom  some  apprehensions  were  felt  that  he  might  be  greatly  in 
want  of  them. 

Although  Capt.  Ross  had  projected  another  excursion,  and  he 
had  expressed  bis  determination  to  set  out  on  the  ?th,  yet  Ike 
wind  blew  with  such  uncommon  violence,  and  the  weather  on 
the  whole  appeared  so  very  inauspicious,  that  he  postponed  his 
departure  until  the  9th,  when  he  set  out  early  in  the  morning, 
accompanied  by  five  men  and  a  sledge.  Some  notion  may  be 
formed  of  the  opinion,  which  the  crew  entertained  of  these  excur- 
sions of  their  commander,  for  they  always  spoke  of  them  as  cruises^ 
thereby  signifying,  that  he  did  not  know  where  he  was  going  to, 
nor  how  long  he  should  be  out.  In  another  sense,  they  were  de« 
signaled  as  tramps,  for  the  men  were  obliged  1o  foot  it  over  snow 
and  ice,  like  a  wandering  gang  of  gypsies^  the  world  their' 
home,  the  heavens  their  canopy,  and  a  lump  of  snow  their  pillow. 

On  the  10th,  a  party  of  natives  came  to  the  sliip  from  the 
south-west,  who,  on  their  way,  had  fallen  in  with  Capt.  Ross 
and  Ins  party,  two  days  before,  and  had  supplied  them  with  some 
salmon  and  cud-fe!i,  which  were  the  first  that  had  been  seen  in  that 
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part  of  tbe  countrv ;  they  were  called  by  the  sailors  Tommy  Cod  ; 
but  they  were  in  reality  tbe  fish  known  by  the  name  of  the  Coal 
lish.  It  ^s  a  fish  of  very  low  estimation  as  a  table  fish,  a  d  is 
seldom  seen  4n  our  markets,  although  they  have  their  habitation 
as  near  to  our  shores  as  the  Dodger  Bank.  But  the  value  of 
things  depends,  in  a  great  measure,  upon  th«  circnmstances  in 
which  the  thmg  itself  is  found :  a  bowl  of  water,  in  tbe  desert, 
would  carry  ra  value  its  weight  in  gold ;  and  to  the  famished  tra« 
veller,  the  food,  that  would  be  rejected  and  despised  in  tbe  hour 
of  plenty,  becomes  in  the  time  of  want,  an  estimable  dainty. 

Capt»  Rods  having  returned  by  himself,  on  his  arrival  at  the 
ship,  he  despatched  Mr.  Mc'Diarmid  and  five  men,  to  the  assistance 
of  bia  party,  whom  be  had  left  about  ton  miles  to  the  southward. 
Either  from  theiragueness  of  tbe  directions  given  to  Mr.  Mc'Diar- 
mid,  or  that  be  took  a  conrse  contrary  to  those  directions,  it  un- 
fortunately happened,  that  he  missed  Capt.  Ross'  party,  who 
arrived  at  tbe  ship  without  him,  worn  down  with  fatigue,  at 
2  o'clock  in  the  morning,  having  been  nearly  12  boors  in  travel- 
ling  10  milec  Mr.  Mc'Diarmid  and  his  party  returned  about  five 
hours  afterwards,  having  fallen  in  with  the  track  of  Capt.  Ross' 
party,  by  which  it  was  clear  to  them,  that  all  further  searcb  was 
winecessary,  as  their  coarse  was  in  a  straight  direction  for  tbe 
»bip,  and,  there£Dre,  their  arrival  before  them,  was  a  matter 
of  Tery  little  doubt. 

On  tbe  lltb,  three  Esquimaux  with  their  wives,  each  liaving 
three  children,  came  to  the  ship,  and  brought  eighty  pounds  of 
salmon  and  cod-fish ;  seme  of  the  former  were  dried  and  some 
firesb;  the  weight  of  tbe  latter  was  from  6  to  14  oz.  On  tbe 
following  day,  another  fiarty  of  natives  arrived,  bringing  36!bs. 
cf  salmon ;  and  3|Ibs.  were  served  out  immediately  to  each  man, 
in  lieu  of  preserved  meats.  In  this  unpardonable  manner  did 
Capt.  Rosa  persevere  in  forcing  upon  his  men  a  kind  of  food^ 
which,  as  a  general  one,  was  injurious  to  their  health,  and  to« 
tall  J  unfit  to  support  the  physical  strength,  which  they  were 
daily  and  hourly  called  upon  to  exercise. 

On  tbe  13th,  Commander  Ross  and  his  party  arrived,  after  an 
absence  of  %9  days      He  bad  penetrated   a  great  deal  further 
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than  on  the  preceding  year,  and  returned  by  the  isthmus,  which 
divides  the  sea,  that  is,  the  head  of  Prince  Regent*  s  Inlet,  and 
the  sea  where  Nichillt  is  situated ;  the  distance  from  sea  to  sea 
is  about  fifteen  miles,  intersected  by  several  lakes.  Commander 
Ross  was  informed  by  the  natives,  that  this  newly  discovered 
sea  abounded  with  whale,  seal  and  walrus ;  but  the  report  of  the 
natives  was  not  confirmed  by  any  personal  experience,  on  the  part 
of  Commander  Ross,  for  although  a  seal  would  hayebeen  highly 
acceptable  as  food  for  the  dogs,  not  one  was  to  be  caught. 
Commander  Ross  gave  the  name  of  Isabella  Cape  to  the  longest 
point  of  land  in  this  sea ;  and  to  an  island  he  gave  the  name  of 
Abernethy  Island. 

One  of  the  most  singular  effects  of  the  cold,  that  exhibited 
itself  on  this  expedition,  was  the  frost  smoke,  that  rose  from  the 
sea  in  thin  volumes,  as  if  from  a  furnace.  This  wap  more  inju> 
rious  to  the  human  frame,  than  the  keenest  atmosphere ;  for  it 
was  no  sooner  wafted  by  the  wind  over  the  land,  than  it  created 
such  a  cutting  and  exquisite  cold,  that  the  men  were  obliged 
to  put  on  all  the  clothing  they  could  muster,  to  prevent  their 
hands  and  feet  from  being  frost-bitten.  The  rising  of  these 
wreaths  of  smoke,  from  the  moveless  surface  of  the  sea,  was  a 
most  extraordinary  sight ;  the  feeble  moon  struggling  through 
them,  and  even  the  natives  were  afraid  to  stir  abroad  at  this 
hour.  In  the  dim  twilight  of  the  day,  that  followed,  the  darings 
hunter  would  sometimes  venture  forth  to  seek  the  deer,  or  track 
the  musk  ox  to  his  snowy  lair.  But  in  the  midst  of  the  night, 
superstition  might  have  conjured  up  some  portentous  foruis, 
accompanied  by  a  host  of  terrors ;  for  strange  sounds  were  often 
abroad  in. the  air,  caused  by  the  meeting  of  masses  of  disjointed 
ice,  or  the  splitting  of  the  rocks  with  the  intensity  of  the  cold ; 
even  the  piteous  cry  of  the  seal  was  sometimes  sufficient  to 
create  an  alarm;  there  were  noises  also  on  the  deep  and  the 
shore,  for  which  they  could  not  account :  so  that  these  tempoi-ary 
exiles  from  their  native  land,  were  often,  like  the  |)eopIe  ia 
Egypt,  during  the  plague  of  darkness,  when  in  the  sublime 
description  of  the  Apocrypha,  "  they  heard  the  sound  of  fearful 
things  rushing  by,  even  by  their  doors^  and  in  their  chambers^ 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Last  voyage  of  capt.  ross.  519 

but  saw  not  the  form  thereof."  No  visitor  came  to  cheer  the 
lagging  moments;  no  friend  dropped  in  to  tell  of  passing 
events,  or  share  their  solitary  meal.  There  were  no  events 
to  tell  of;  the  land  was  sealed  and  covered  ;  within  each  silent 
dwelling  was  seen  to  glimmer  the  lamp,  that  but  seldom  dies; 
and  deep  and  dreary  was  their  solitude,  as  if  they  were  the  last 
renanants  of  the  human  race. 

Whatever  discoveries  Commander  Ross  might  have  made, 
of  a  geographical  or  scientific  character,  he  seemed  much  disposed 
to  keep  them  within  his  own  breast ;  he,  however,  hesitated  not 
to  communicate  the  intelligence,  that  although  he  had  discovered 
a  8ea  to  the  westward,  by  which  they  could  extend  their  voyage 
in  that  quarter;  yet,  on  the  whole,  it  presented  not  that  favor- 
able appearance,  as  to  entitle  him  to  draw  the  conclusion,  that 
such  an  uninterrupted  navigation  could  be  obtained,  as  to 
insure  the  object  of  the  expedition.  Still,  however,  such  a  dis- 
covery had  been  made,  as  to  inspire  Capt.  Ross  with  the  hope, 
that  as  soon  as  a  passage  could  be  effected,  from  the  situation 
in  which  the  Victory  then  was,  their  progress  to  the  westward 
might  be  so  far  advanced,  before  the  setting  in  of  the  ensuing 
winter,  as  to  determine  in  the  most  decisive  manner,  the  great 
question,  whether  they  were  or  wore  not,  in  reality,  in  the 
track  for  the  discovery  of  the  long-sought  for  passage. 

The  Esquimaux,  who  came  to  the  ship  on  the  14th,  brought 
with  them  several  articles  of  their  merchandize,  as  their  stock 
of  fish  was  quite  exhausted.  They  found  a  ready  market  for 
all  their  articles;  as  during  the  course  of  the  preceding  winter, 
Capt.  Ross  found  himself  under  the  necessity,  of  abstracting 
from  the  flour  tubs,  some  of  their  contents,  in  order  to  meet 
the  urgent  necessities  of  the  men  ;  some  of  whom  were  literally 
without  that  supply  of  warm  clothing,  which  was  indispensable 
for  their  protection  against  the  severity  of  the  cold. 

The  quantity  of  game,  which  was  now  daily  Brought  to  the 
fhip,  was  in  itself  sufficient  to  have  supplied  all  the  messes  of 
the  ship ;  but,  to  the  great  mortification  of  the  crew,  a  very 
small  portion  of  it  indeed  found  its  way  to  their  table.  The 
system,  however,  adopted    by  the  men,  was,   one  of  stratagem 
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and  scnnggling—- many  a  grouse   smoked  on  their  board,  whilst 
their  captain,  reclining  in  his  arm-chain  in  the  cabin,  was  gra- 
tifying himself  with  the  thought,  that  a  fish  regimen  agreed 
so  well  with  the  health  of  his  men.     If  the  steward,  or  anj  of 
the  petty  officers,  who  were  allowed  the  privilege  of  shooting, 
by  virtue  of  a  licence  granted  by  their  commander,  emptied 
the   contents  of  their  shooting  bags  before  him ;  little   did  the 
wise  and    sagacious  captain  suspect,  that   a  grouse  had  been 
hidden  in  one  place,  a  bunting  in  another,  a  duck  in  a  third, 
and  a  goose  in  a  fourth  place;    and  that   when    he   was  en- 
joying his  senik,  the  hidden  treasures  were   secretly  conveyed 
on  board,  and  in  a  short  time  afterwards  found   their  way,  by 
some  means,  into  the  caboose,  where  they  were  allowed  to  fry 
and  frizzle,  until  an  opportunity  presented  itself  of  conveying 
them  to  the  messes  below.     Duiing  the  expedition   of  Capt. 
Parry,  no  man  was  allowed  to  carry  a  gun  on  the  Sabbath;  in 
this  expedition,  however,  ^he  service  of  the  day  was  no  sooner 
over,  than  some  of  them  went  on  their  shooting  excursions ;  and, 
on  Sunday  the  19th,  their  success  was  so  great,  that  they  brought 
to  the  ship,  ten  plovers,  four  buntings,  five  ducks,  one  snipe,  aiKl 
six  grouse. 

The  ice  about  the  ship  was  now  melting  fast,  in  fact  she  waa 
at  this  time  surrounded  with  water ;  but  the  difference  of  the  two 
winters  began  to  be  very  perceptible;  the  present  one  being 
at. least  18  days  later,  or  according  to  the  opinion  of  Capt,  Ross, 
three  weeks.  The  tide  pole  was  this  day  let  down,  and  the 
lowest  tide  was  found  to  be  nine  feet,  and  the  highest  fourteen 
feet,  four  inches. 

On  the  TUxd,  a  survey  of  the  provisions  was  taken,  and  every 
thing  was  found  in  good  condition,  with  the  exception  of  a 
cask  of  rice,  which  was  entirely  spoilt. 

The  labor  of  the  remainder  of  the  month  of  June,  was  directed 
to  getting  the  ship  in  a  proper  state  (or  sea.  The  ship  was 
watered,  and  the  tanks  stowed  away  in  the  hold;  the  remainder 
o!  the  housing  was  taken  ofi",  and  the  ship  was  begun  to  be  rigged. 
On  the  30th,  some  hands  were  sent  to  Vakkee  Hill,  to  bring"the 
mizen  boom  on   board,  as  well  as  the  gear  of  the  flag   stafi*. 
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On  the   2nd  July,  Commander  Ross  went  on  a  shooting  ex- 
pedition, and   brought  back  with  him  five  Esquimaux,  four  of 
whom  had  noTor  been  at  the  dhip  before.     The  astonishment, 
which  these  poor  creatures  evinced,  on  being  taken  down  into 
the  cabin,  was  most  extraordinary ;  they  appeared  as    if  some 
magician's  wand  had  stricken  them  motionless ;  the  only  part 
about  them,  having  any  tendency  to  motion,  being  their  eyes, 
which  rolled  about  from  one  object  to  another;  and  then  having 
apparently  satisfied  their  gaze,  they  burst  into  a  kind  of  hyste- 
rical laugh.     On  being  offered  some   refreshment,  they  shook 
their  heads,  exclaiming  Nak  Nak ;  but  when  they  saw  their  com- 
panion, who  had  been  at  the  ship  before,  set   to  to  devour  the 
food,  which  was  placed  before  him,  they  threw  off,  by  degrees,  all 
reserve,  and  in  a  very  short  time  gave  a  decisive  proof,  that  they 
were  well  able  to  support  the  character  of  their  countrymen  for 
acts  of  gluttony.     On  discoursing  with  one  of  the  men,  it  was 
discovered,  that  he  was  the  possessor  of  two  wives  ;  but  he  very 
coolly  intimated,  that  one  of  them  was  very  much  at  the  service 
of  any  one,  who,  on  seeing  her,  might  take  a  fancy  to  her.  They 
stopped  on  board  until  8  o^clock  in  the  evening,  and  then  de- 
parted with  some  trifling  presents. 

On  the  following  day,  a  party  set  out  in  search  of  the  huts 
of  this  particular  tribe,  but  returned  unsuccessful ;  during  their 
absence,  five  men,  and  three  women  with  three  children,  ar- 
rived at  the  ship ;  but,  although  they  brought  neither  fish,  nor 
wares  with  them,  yet  they  were  very  importunate  for  some 
presents,  and  evinced  a  strong  disposition  to  pilfer  whatsoever 
they  could  lay  their  hands  upon;  in  fact,  they  appeared  to  be  a 
more  deceitful  and  dishonorable  set  of  beings,  than  the  native* 
in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Felix  Harbour.  There  was,  how- 
ever, i  degree  of  fun  and  humour  about  these  men,  which  had 
never  been  witnessed  in  any  other  individuals  of  the  Esquimaux 
tribei  and  after  a  very  little  persuasion,  the  sailors  got  them  to  per- 
form ihe  manner,  in  which  they  kill  the  seals.  One  of  them  re- 
presents the  seal,  and  lays  himself  prostrate  on  the  floor;  the 
seal  is  supposed  to  be  close  to  its  hole ;  the  native  approaches 
slowly,  and  with  as  little  noise  as  possible  towards  the  animal, 
22.  3  X 
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but  stops  immediately  that  it  raises  its  head.  As  soon,  however, 
as  the  seal  drops  its  head  on  the  surface  of  the  ice,  the  Esquimaux 
proceeds  towards  it,  until  he  gets  within  the  reach  of  his  spear. 
The  seal,  not  being  an  animal  of  very  quick  motion,  and  having 
ts  head  generally  in  a  direction  contrary  to  its  hole,  the  Esqui- 
maux darts  at  it,  in  its  attempt  to  dive  into  the  water,  and  kille 
it  with  his  spear. 

On  the  4th,  a  party  set  out  in  a  direction  contrary  to  that 
which  the  first  party  took,  for  the  purpose  of  discovering  the 
huts  of  these  people ;  and  found  them  on  the  shore  of  a  lake, 
in  the  vicinity  of  which,  it  was  supposed  they  had  encamped 
themselves,  for  the  benefit  of  the  fishing.  On  the  arrival  of  the 
party,  the  natives  were  found  all  asleep.  The  access  to  their 
iooptks  or  tents  not  presenting  any  difficulty,  as  was  the  case 
with  the  snow  huts  of  the  natives  in  Felix  Harbour,  the  sailors 
entered  them,  and  such  a  scene  of  misery  and  wretchedness  had 
never  before  been  presented  to  their  eyes.  In  the  first  tent  were 
two  families,  consisting  of  two  men,  two  women,  and  three  chil- 
dren; in  the  second,  two  men,  two  women,  and  three  children ; 
and  in  the  third,  one  man,  two  women,  and  one  child.  This 
was  the  man,  who  had  two  wives;  but  although  there  were 
only  six  women  belonging  to  the  tribe,  two  of  the  ugliest  of 
them  had  fallen  to  his  lot ;  and  it  must  be  allowed,  that  an  Es- 
quimaux woman,  who  has  reached  the  superlative  degree  of 
ugliness,  must  be  one  of  Nature's  most  finished  pieces.  It 
appeared,  however,  that  the  Esquimaux  was  not  so  much  a 
bigamist  by  choice,  as  he  was  by  necessity.  There  were  but  five 
men  belonging  to  the  tribe,  and  six  women  ;  and,  therefore,  it 
followed,  as  a  matter  of  course,  that  one  of  them  must  either 
pass  a  life  of  single  blessedness,  and  be  the  only  old  maid  in 
the  community,  or  she  must  share  the  connubial  bed  with  the 
first  of  her  sex,  who  might  b^  disposed  to  admit  her  as  a  sleeping 
partner.  Polygamy  is  not  disallowed  amongst  the  Esquimaux; 
but,  so  far  from  it  being  general,  it  very  seldom  happens,  that 
the  two  sexes  are  so  unequally  proportioned,  as  that  a  woman 
can  have  two  husbands,  or  a  man,  two  wives  It  must  also 
be   observed,  that  the  different   tribes  of  the  Esquimaux,  can 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


LAST  VOYAOB  OF  OAPT.  ROSS.  5!23 

only  be  considered  as  each  of  them  constituting  one  family, 
more  or  less  numerous,  according  to  the  time  that  a  particular 
number  of  them  faaye  determined  to  separate  from  the  parent 
stock,  to  form  a  tribe  or  family  amongst  themselves.  Thus,  it 
verj  seldom  happens,  that  an  Esquimaux  girl  wilt  look  for,  or 
accept  of  a  husband  out  of  her  own  immediate  family  or  tribe; 
and,  in  this  respect,  they  bear  a  strong  resemblance  to  the 
gypsies,  who  very  seldom  intermarry  with  each  other.  It 
has  been  generally  asserted,  that  polygamy  is  not  conducive 
to  population,  and  for  that  reason  it  is  the  intention  of  Dr. 
Malthus  to  have  a  bill  introduced  into  Parliament,  with  the 
intent  of  legalising  polygamy  in  this  country;  although  he 
ought,  primarily,  to  adopt  some  measures,  by  which  the  people 
of  this  country  shall  become  polygamists,  with  their  own  free 
will :  for  it  is  too  frequently  seen,  that  rather  than  take  a  second 
wife,  the  husband  would  deem  it  one  of  the  greatest  blessings, 
that  could  be  conferred  upon  him,  if  he  could,  by  any  legal  or 
decent  means,  disencumber  himself  of  the  wife,  that  he  has  got. 

There  was,  however,  no  proof  forthcoming,  during  the  time 
that  the  sailors  were  acquamted  with  the  Esquimaux  bigamist, 
that  he  had  any  particular  reason  to  complain  of  his  fate — not 
that  he  was  better  clad,  or  that  his  ioopik  was  kept  in  better 
order,  in  consequence  of  his  having  two  wives  to  clean  it,  in- 
stead of  one  :  for,  in  regard  to  the  former,  the  whole  of  the  tribe 
were  in  a  state  of  complete  nudity,  with  the  exception  of  a  deer 
skin  thrown  over  them,  which  served  them  in  the  day  for 
clothing,  and  in  the  night  for  their  bedding  ;  and  in  regard  to 
the  latter,  neither  of  the  wives  could  complain  of  performing  a 
greater  degree  of  labor  than  the  other  ;  for,  as  the  tent  or  toopik 
was  never  cleaned  at  all,  and  the  dirt  and  filth  suffered  to  accu- 
mulate, until  an  English  pig-stye,  in  its  dirtiest  state,  was 
comparatively  a  place  of  cleanliness  to  it,  it  was  not  to  be  sup- 
posed, that  any  ground  for  quarrelling  could  exist  on  a  subject, 
an  which  both  of  them  appeared  to  be  exactly  of  one  accord. 

The  summer  huts  of  these  people  differ  greatly  from  their 
winter  ones.  Their  mode  of  erecting  them,  is,  in  the  first  place, 
to  make  a  circle  of  stones,  about  seven  feet  in  diameter  :  a  pole 
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16  then  placed  upright,  bui  not  exactly  in  the  middle;  and  to 
the  top  part  of  the  stick  are  the  skins  attached,  something  in 
the  shape  of  a  marquee.  The  height  of  the  tent  is  about  7  to  8 
feet. 

On  the  entrance  of  the  sailors  into  the  toofik  of  the  husband 
with  two  wives,  the  latter  did  not  seem  in  the  least  abashed  at 
the  presence  of  the  intruders;  they  were  lying  on  the  ground, 
with  no  other  covering  than  their*  daily  clothing  of  the  deer 
skin ;  at  their  heads  were  the  remnants  of  some  fish,  of  which 
they  had  been  partaking  on  the  preceding  day:  and  the  little 
human  animal,  that  was  crawling  about  them,  in  a  state  of 
nudity,  now  and  then  took  a  bite  of  one  of  the  fish,  looking 
exactly  like  a  monkey  squatting  on  its  hinder  parts,  munching 
a  biscuit  or  an  apple.  The  Esquimaux  ladies  were  certainly 
destitute  of  any  article  of  furniture,  on  which  they  could  invite 
their  visitors  to  sit  down  and  rest  themselves ;  nor  were  there 
any  refreshments  at  hand,  wherewith  they  could  be  regaled, 
unless  perchance  their  appetite  might  lead  them  to  partake  of  a 
slice  of  stinking  salmon,  or  a  raw  cutlet  of  putrid  seal  flesh. 
The  ladies,  however,  rose  from  their  couch,  in  all  the  capti- 
vation  of  their  morning  deshabille  ;  and  the  first  act,  which  the 
younger  of  them  performed,  was,  to  advance  towards  Richard 
Wall,  who  was  the  stoutest  of  the  party,  and  with  a  bewitching 
look,  invite  him  to  the  ceremony  of  kooniging.  Richard  was, 
however,  not  to  be  tempted  by  the  wiles  of  the  seducer,  and 
made  the  best  of  his  way  out  of  the  tent:  it  being  also  pretty 
evident,  that  the  lady  was  disposed  to  try  the  experiment  on  the  re- 
mainder of  the  party,  they  all  followed  the  example  of  Wall; 
leaving  the  ladies  to  form  whatever  opinion  they  pleased,  re« 
specting  the  gallantry  of  the  KaUoonas.  The  husband  followed 
them  to  the  outside,  and,  from  his  gestures,  they  were  able  to 
understand,  that  it  was  the  intention  of  himself  and  his  tribe, 
to  visit  the  ship,  for  the  purpose  of  pointing  out  an  excellent 
fishing  place,  and,  particularly,  where  the  Tommy  Cod  or  Coal 
fish  were  to  be  caught.  The  ladies,  it  was  supposed,  indignant 
at  the  affront,  which  had  been  offered  them,  (for,  certainly^  no 
greater  insult  can  be  offered  lo  a  female,  than  to  reject  the  favors. 
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which  she  offers,)  never  condescended  to  show  themselves 
again,  and  the  party  soon  after  took  their  departure  for  the 
ship. 

They  had  not  been  there  many  hours,  when  the  Esquimaux 
were  seen  approaching*,  the  two  wives  bringing  up  the  rear; 
but,  whatever  ill  humour  they  might  have  evinced  in  the  morn- 
ing, it  had  now  wholly  subsided,  and  they  came  on  board  with 
laughing  countenances,  and  greeted  their  former  acquaintance, 
with  every  token  of  satisfaction.  Some  refreshment  was  given 
them,  and  it  was  agreed,  that  they  should  go  a-fishing  on  the 
morrow ;  Commander  Ross,  and  Mr.  McDiarmid  to  accompany 
them.  After  stopping  a  few  hours.,  during  which,  their  eyes 
were  in  every  direction,  •lo  see  what  they  could  pilfer,  they 
left  the  ship,  for  the  express  purpose  of  taking  a  senik,  pro- 
mising to  be  punctual  to  their  appointment  on  the  following 
day. 

In  anticipation  of  this  fishing  expedition,  one  of  the  crew 
was  despatched  to  the  lakes,  to  bring  away  the  fishing-rods ; 
and  early  on  the  following  morning,  Commander  Ross  and 
Mr.  Mc'Diarmid  were  on  the  anxious  look-out  for  their  guides, 
but,  at  12  o'clock,  not  one  had  made  his  appearance.  At 
two.  Commander  Ross  set  out  to  the  huts  in  search  of  them, 
but,  on  his  arrival  there,  he  found  that  they  were  all  gone.  In 
the  evening,  the  man  returned,  who  had  been  sent  to  the  lakes, 
and  he  reported,  that  he  had  met  the  tribe,  travelling  in  the 
direction  of  Nichilli,  which  was  directly  contrary,  to  where  the 
fishing  place  was  situate.  It  was  some  time,  before  the  cause 
of  this  conduct  could  be  discovered,  but  it  was  at  last  ascer- 
tained, that  at  their  visit  to  the  ship,  on  the  preceding  day, 
they  had  stolen  several  trifling  articles ;  and  the  suspicion  was 
now  entertained,  that  they  were  afraid  to  keep  their  appoint- 
ment, from  the  fear,  that  the  theft  had  been  discovered,  and 
they  were  then  ignorant  as  to  what  might  be  the  consequences 
to  them ;  or  the  extent  of  the  punishment,  that  would  be  inflicted 
upon  them. 

During  one  of  the  shooting  excursions,  which  the  raon  t()'>k 
on  the  7th,  a  fox's  burrow  was  discovered   by  Abcrnclhy,  who 
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immediately  repaired  to  the  ship,  to  inform  Comomnder  Ro8» 
of  the  circumstance.     As  some  expectations  of  good  sport  were 
entertained,  Commander  Ross,  with  four  men,   set  off  for  the 
burrow,  and  after  an  hour  s  hard  digging,  they  came  to  a  young 
family  of  six  cubs,  all  of  them  of  a  dark  brown  colour.     The 
sport,  however,  which  the  old  foxes  gave  to  the  men,  would  have 
been  greatly  relished,  even  by  an  English  hunter ;  for  the  place 
where  they  had  established  their  burrow,  was  so  full  of  holes, 
that  they  were  no  sooner  driven  out  of  one,  than  they  took  re- 
fuge in  another.     It  was  the  wish  of  the  men,  to  take  the  old 
ones  alive :  for  having  got  possession  of  their  progeny,  it  was 
expected,  that  it  would  not  be  a  difficult  task  to  tame  tbem> 
and  ultimately  to  transport  them  to  B^Iand.     After  hunting  and 
dodging  them  for  nearly  two  hours,  Reynard  always  contrived 
to  escape  from  the  snares,  that  were  laid  for  him ;  and,  therefore, 
as  no  immediate  prospect  presented  itself  of  taking  them  alive, 
it  was  determined  to  shoot  them,  which  was  ultimately  accom- 
plished, although,  not  without  some  difficulty.     On  examining 
the  burrow,  there  were  found  in  it,  the  remains  of  the  skins  of 
hares,  weasels,  mice,   birds  and  even  fish.    The  men  carried 
their  booty  to  the  ship  in  triumph ;  but  they  afterwards  found, 
that  in  attempting  to^rear  the  cubs,  they  had  imposed  upon  them- 
selves, a  task  of  no  common  difficulty,  and,  which,  even  when 
accomplished,  was  not  attended  with  any  profit  or  advantage. 
The  live  stock  of  the  Victory  now  consisted  of  the  six  fox-cubs, 
two  hares,  and  one  mouse !  all  most  valuable  specimens  of  the 
quadrupeds   of  the   country,  and   worthy  the  trouble  of  being 
conveyed  to  England,  where  they  would  be  found  not  to  differ, 
m  the  slightest  degree,  from  the  indigenous  species. 

The  carpenter  was  employed  during  the  whole  of  the  8tb, 
in  making  a  salmon  spear,  similar  to  the  one  used  by  the  natives. 
It  greatly  resembles  the  spear  used  in  England  for  striking  eels, 
with  the  exception,  that  the  Esquimaux  spear  has  only  one  prong, 
which  is  made  of  bone ;  the  shaft  or  handle  being  made  of  seven 
or  eight  small  pieces  of  wood,  lashed  together.  The  spear  made 
by  the  carpenter,  was  all  in  one  piece,  and  the  prong  made  of 
iron.     When  it  was  shown  to  the   Esquimaux^  they  were  so 
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delighted  with  it,  that  they  would  have  taken  all  their  clothes 
from  their  back,  in  exchange  for  it,  and  have  returned  to  their 
huts,  literally  in  a  state  of  nakedness.  Capt.  Ross  went  to  the 
lakes  to  try  his  success  with  the  spear,  but  he  returned  without 
catching  a  fish. 

The  tides  were  now  exceedingly  high,  the  water  having  risen 
18  feet  5  inches ;  and  it  was  a  most  mortifying  circumstance, 
to  see  an  open  sea  before  them,  and  to  know  that  their  ship 
was  jammed  up  with  the  ice,  in  a  small  bay^  wholly  unable  to 
extricate  herself.  On  the  13th,  the  boats  were  got  off  from  the 
shore,  in  expectation  that  the  ice  would  give  way,  from  the  effisct 
of  the  high  tides,  and  enable  the  vessel  to  proceed  on  her  voyage. 

In  the  afternoon  of  the  Idth,  Mr.  Light  went  to  the  lakes 
with  his  salmon  spear,  and  succeeded  in  striking  a  fish,  which 
be  conveyed  on  board.  This  spear  was  bought  by  Mr.  Light, 
of  an  Esquimaux,  at  Widsford  or  Holsteinburg ;  and  it  was 
the  first  salmon,  that  had  ever  been  caught  by  any  of  the  crew, 
with  a  spear.  Commander  Ross  also  succeeded  in  striking  three 
small  fish,  the  whole  weight  of  which  was  lib.  5oz.  The 
weather  was,  however,  exceedingly  inauspicious  for  fishing,  the 
raiQ  coming  down  in  torrents,  and  the  wind  blowing  a  strong 
gale  from  the  eastward. 

On  the  I4th,  two  Esquimaux  arrived  at  the  ship,  bringing 
with  them  thirty-five  pounds  of  fish  ;  but  as  they  were  all  of  last 
yearns  catching,  they  were  not  held  in  very  high  esteem.  These 
Esquimaux  remained  on  board  till  the  16th,  when  they  were  to 
accompany  Commander  Ross  and  a  party,  to  one  of  the  five 
rivers  in  North  Bay,  of  which  mention  has  been  already  made, 
and  which  was  reported,  by  the  natives,  to  abound  with  all  kinds 
of  fish.  Accordingly,  early  on  the  morning  of  the  16th,  Com- 
naander  Ross,  Mr.  Mc'Diarmid,  with  eight  men,  glided  by  the 
two  Esquimaux,  set  out  on  this  expedition,  Capt.  Ross  accom- 
panying them  part  of  the  way ;  but  who  returned  to  the  comforts 
of  the  ship,  at  12  o'clock,  on  the  following  day,  bringing  with 
him  a  plover  and  a  snipe.  He  saw  a  deer,  and  in  his  hurry  to  load 
his  gun  with  ball,  he  broke  his  ramrod.  The  17th,  being  Sundajr , 
Capt.  Ross,  immediately  on  his  return,  proceeded  to  the  per- 
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foroiance  of  the  religious  duties  of  the  day :  but,  whilst  he  was 
reading  the  Liturgy,  he  was  taken  so  ill,  that  he  was  obliged  to 
leave  the  cabin,  appointing  Mr.  Thorn  to  finish  the  service.  In 
the  afternoon,  the  whole  crew  left  the  ship,  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  a  walk,  and  brought  home  with  them  three  fine  pin-tail 
ducks ;  but  the  lakes  were  now  getting  so  clear  of  ice,  that  it 
was  a  difficult  matter  to  get  near  to  the  birds. 

On  the  18th,  the  carpenter  was  employed  caulking  the  top- 
sides  ;  the  crew  were  put  to  picking  oakum,  and  making  putty, 
the  stock  of  pitch  being  exhausted.  Capt.  Ross  took  a  walk  to 
the  northward,  and  returned  at  midnight,  with  two  grouse,  two 
pin-tail  ducks  and  a  snipe.  He  saw  two  deer,  but  could  not 
come  within  shot  of  them. 

On  the  20th,  some  of  the  party  arrived  from  North  Bay»  leaving 
there,  Commander  Ross,  Mr.  Mc'Diarmid,  and  two  of  the  crew. 
They  brought  a  load  of  fish  with  them,  the  greater  part  of  which 
being  last  year's  fish,  were  scarcely  eatable.  They,  however, 
brought  with  them  thirty-one  fresh  ones,  and  Capt.  Rom  ordered^ 
immediately,  that  2tbs.  of  the  stale,  and  lib.  of  the  fresh  fish, 
should  be  distributed  to  every  man;  thereby  affording  an 
additional  proof,  that  a  man,  who,  once  gets  into  a  wrong  road, 
generally  perseveres  in  it,  until  he  falls  headlong  into  a  slough, 
from  which  no  power  is  able  to  extricate  him. 

In  the  evening,  the  party  left  the  ship  for  the  hay,  takii^ 
with  them,  the  net;  whilst  the  crew,  on  board,  were  employed 
in  cleaning  the  fish,  taking  180  on  shore,  for  the  purpose 
of  drying  them. 

On  the  2l8t,  Capt.  Ross  went  on  a  shooting  excursion,  and 
returned  on  the  following  day,  with  a  hare,  a  sand-piper,  and 
a  mouse !  and,  on  the  following  day,  he  set  out  again,  with 
two  of  the  crew,  one  of  whom,  he  in  a  short  time  sent  back, 
with  a  sand-piper's  nest,  as  well  as  the  old  bird. 

On  the  22nd,  Mr.  Mc'Diarmid  arrived  on  board,  for  the  purpose 
of  obtaining  additional  hands,  to  assist  the  party,  that  were  on 
their  way  to  the  ship,  with  the  load  of  fish,  which  they  had 
caught.  He  informed  Capt.  Ross,  that  in  the  first  haul  with 
the   net,  they  caught  500,  and  the  second  hauli  1148.      The 
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Esquimaux,  when  they  saw  the  latter  haul,  plunged  into  the 
water,  and  began  to  ladle  out  the  fish  with  their  hand«,  uttering 
the  loodest  exclamations  of  joy,  and  clapping  their  hands  in  an 
extaay  of  delight.  This  mode  of  fishing  with  the  net,  had  never 
before  been  witnessed  by  these  people,  nor  could  they  be 
brought  at  first  to  comprehend  in  what  manner  the  fish  were 
caught,  particularly  those,  which  had  got  entangled  in  the  net. 
It,  however,  gave  them  a  distaste  to  their  own  method  of  fishing ; 
for  the  contrast  appeared  so  great,  between  bringing  out  a  so- 
litary fish,  and  hauling  them  out  by  hundreds,  that  it  opened, 
as  it  were,  a  new  era  upon  them,  and  implanted  certain  ideas  in 
their  minds,  which  might  afterwards  contribute,  in  a  most 
important  degree,  to  their  personal  welfare. 

The  fishing  party  arrived  at  the  ship,  on  the  2Srd,  bringing 
with  them  the  sledges,  laden  with  a  cargo  of  prime  fresh  talnion. 
the  average  weight  of  which  was  3  Ibs^  2  oz.  The  party,  aftefr 
a  Aigbt*s  rest,  took  their  departure  from  the  ship,  accompanied 
by  some  additional  hands,  and  two  sledges.  The  crew  on  board; 
were  employed  in  cleaning,  wa^ng,  and  pickling  the  fish  in 
vinegar,  and  in  the  course  of  the  day,  they  had  deposited  in 
their  casks,  S80;  reserving  a  certain  number  of  the  fish  fresh  for 
present  use. 

We  have  already  cursorily  hinted  at  the  deleterious  e£bets, 
vrbicb  these  sahnon,  pidiled  in  vinegar,  had  upon  the  health  cff 
the  oreWy  in  cooseqnenee  of  their  having  been  prepared  in 
copper  vessels,  of  which  the  tin  lining  had  been  worn  off.  In 
the  present  instance,  it  was  most  difficult  to  acoount  for  the 
obstinacy  of  Capt.  Ross,  in  persevering  to  have  the  fish  cured  in 
utensils,  of  whJoh  the  injnrious  effects  had  been  already  experi- 
enced, and  which  actually  extended  to  that  alarming  length,  as 
to  endanger  tb^  lives  of  the  men.  It  was  not  many  dliys  after 
the  fish  had  been  cured,  that  the  effBets  of  the  copper  were  dis- 
tinguishable upon  the  fish ;  and  it  was  so  evident  that  they 
were  not  safe  to  eat,  that  the  whole  stock  was  condemned,  sind 
thrown  upon  the  beach.  It  was  not,  hovrever,  the  immediate 
loss  of  the  firfy,  that  excited  soaoie  regret;  format  that  particular 
period,  the  supply  of  fresh  provisiona  was  so  abundant,  arisiu|f 
33.  8y 
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from  llie  success  of  the  sportsmen  with  their  guns^  that  thcf 
could  have  dispensed  with  the  fish  altogether.  They,  l>owever, 
looked  forward  to  their  casks  of  fish,  as  a  resource  for  the  ending 
winter,  when  the  birds  and  animals  would  become  scaroe,  an^ 
little  was  to  be  obtained  by  the  hunter,  or  from  the  natiTes^  but 
the  flesh  of  the  seal  and  the  walrus ;  and  perhaps,  occaiiooaliy, 
a  lump  of  niusk  ox  beef,  with  which,  however,  some  talher  u^- 
pleasant  associations  were  accompanied. 

On  the  25th,  a  party  came  to  the  ship,  having  left  their  fliedge 
about  four  miles  distant,  it  being  too  heavy  for  them  to  diag 
along;  the  road  being  exceedingly  bad  and  rugged^  owing^in 
a  great  measure  to  the  decayed  state  of  the  ice,  whieh  broke 
under  them  almost  at  every  step.  This  party  had  been  tvmenty- 
two  hours  without  any  refreshment,  and  eighteen  (mh  tbesr  legs, 
with  a  heavy  load  dragging  behind  them.  Eaeh  man  had  taken 
his  loaf  with  him  on  the  sledge,  but  the  bread  soon  got  so  sa* 
turated  with  water,  as  to  render  it  not  fit  to  be  eaten  s  the  nren 
themselves  were  sometimes  up  to  their  middle  in  water;  ^and  in 
this  deplorable  state,  they  were  obliged  to  tran^  if  over  the 
crackling  ice,  floundering  every  minute  their  whole  length  iato 
some  pool  of  water,  with  not  even  a  morsel  of  food,  to  support 
them  on  their  march. 

At  one  o* clock,  Mr.  Thom»  and  a  party  of  eight,  went  for  the 
sledge,  and  returned  at  six:  even  these  eight  men  fottnd  the 
labor  of  dragging  the  sledge  to  be  almost  too  nmch  for  them» 
what  then  must  it  have  been  for  only  five,  and  one  of  tbeni  very 
ill  ?  This  continual  and  excessive  labor  excited  a  spirit  of 
discontent  amongst  the  men,  which  perhaps,  but  for  the  inflnsnce. 
exercised  over  them  by  Commander  Ross,  would  hav«  hreken 
out  into  open  mutiny.  They  looked  upon  it  as  a  speeies  of 
labor,  which  they  were  not  hired  to  perform,  and  wfaioh  bad  no 
immediate  reference  to  the  discipline  of  the  ship ;  slill,  how- 
ever, they  might  not  have  displayed  so  great  an  UftwiUiBgaesa 
and  repugnance  to  the  performance  of  the  labors  had  a -corre- 
sponding disposition  been  shown  on  the  part  of  GapH.  Robsj  tc. 
support  them  through  their  &tigue,  by  that  attenliioD^o  their 
personal  wants,  and  to  the  mpport  of  their  physieal  stfengtb^ 
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which  oouid  only  be  accomplished  by  a  liberal  administration 
cf  mitffiioa*  food.  The  sequel  will  very  soon  show^how  directly 
oppdrite  was  the  conduct  of  Capt.  Ro8S»  and  how  richly  deserv* 
mg  be  proved  bixMelf  of  thai  dislike,  which  the  men  entertained 
•  rar  mill* 

'  By  the  last  party  arrived  from  the  fishing  place,  information 
vi^s  brought,  that  one  of  the  men,  Anthony  Buck,  was  taken  ill 
with  severe  fits,  brought  on,  it  was  supposed,  by  eating  stale  and 
Uttwhoksome  food,  particularly  salmon,  which  had  been  dressed 
M  the  copper  funnelling.  This  man,  however,  was  not  the  only 
one  of  the  crew,  who  was  indisposed,  although  not  exactly  in  the 
sawie  manner,  nor  from  the  same  catne. 

It  was  the  duty  of  the  steward  to  wash  the  wearing  apparel 
of  the  officers  as  well  as  their  bedding ;  and  it  was  on  the  !t7th, 
that  his  task  of  washing  commenced,  having  twenty-two  blankets 
and  four  quiUs,  with  four  months  apparel  to  wash,  and  all  in  cold 
watieT,  with  no  one  to  give  him  the  slightest  assistance  through^ 
onl  his  arduous  labor.  The  washing  was  obliged  to  be  post- 
poned, en  aeeonnt  of  the  difficulty  of  getting  a  good  supply  of 
water,  unitil  the  latter  end  of  June,  amd  then  the  labor  lasted  for 
three  or-  four  nighls,  during  which  time,  he  was  never  in  his 
bed.  The  effect  of  such  a  continual  dabbling  in  cold  water, 
vras,  that  he  lost  the  use  of  his  hands,  by  which,  in  the  course 
of  a  few  days  he  could  not  hold  a  tumbler,  nor  wipe  out  a  tea 
cup ;  he  was  then  put  upon  the  sick  list,  but  by  the  necessary 
applications,  the  use  of  his  hands  was  restored  to  him. 

On  the  2dth,a  party  of  four  left  the  ship  for  the  fishing  place, 
leaving  Capt.  Ross  on  bi>ard  to  amuse  himself  with  the  pickling 
of  Some  salmon  in  jars  for  his  own  private  eating.  On  the  fol- 
lowing day,  the  same  party  returned,  bringing  with  them  280 
salmon,  and  a  note  from  Commander  Ross  to  his  uncle,  inform- 
ing him,  that  at  one  haul,  he  had  caught  8343  salmon,  and  that 
be  was  on  his  return  to  the  ship.  The  greater  portion  however, 
of  this  extraordinary  haul  was  wasted,  as  the  men  openly  end 
boldly  declared  that  they  could  not  stand  the  fatigue  any  longer ; 
for,  independently  of  the  privation?,  which  they  were  obliged  to 
midprgo  on  account  of  the. badness   of  their   diet,  there  vras 
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scarcely  one  of  ibeni  that  had  a  boot  to  his  foot^  eod  those  vrkff 
wore  tbem,  had  obtained  tbeiu  cjaodestinely  from  the  EsquioMOS 
Thus,  the  effects  were  beginning  to.  diapUj  themsekes.i^  tiss 
Reifish  line  of  conduct,  wbidi  Capl.  Ross  pursued,  in  pnAihi^ 
ing  his  men  from  purchasing  any  of  the  skins  from  the  naiiiMw 
as  in  that  case,  they  would  have  been  able  during  tlie  winter 
months  to  have  provided  theniselTes  with  those  aritclee  of  af^ 
parol,  of  which  they  now  stood  so  much  in  need,  and  JSoi  the 
want  of  whioh,  their  feet  were  brought  to  a  compiele  slate  ef 
excoriation.  One  of  the  man,  Joseph  Curtis,  penhajps  one  of 
the  finest  men  on  tiie  expedition,  made  a  oompbint  to  Oafi 
Ross  on  this  subject,  and  declaied,  that  his  feel  wi^re  in  enah  a 
wounded  state,  that  he  could  not  possibly  aeocMnpany  the  next 
travelling  party.  The  answer,  that  Capt.  Ross  made,  «as^  **  Ok  < 
thats  all  stuff,  you  must  go,  if  yon  walk  without  leet«'^  It  wai. 
however,  not  only  in  regard  to  the  comfort  and  health  of  his  men, 
as  far  as  their  clothing  was  confiemed,  that  Capt.  Ross  emoed 
a  callousness  of  disposition,  and  a  reckless  inaUentien  to  their 
wants,  which  literally  rendered  him  odious  to  the  ciew ;  bat  in 
cases  where  theb  health  was  concerned^  he  treated  their  epfiB- 
cations  with  contempt  and  indifference.  On  the  same  day  that 
Curtis  made  his  complaint,  about  the  state  of  his  feet»  another  af 
the  craw  applied  to  Capt.  Ross  for  some  medicine,  (Mr.  McDiar- 
mid  being  at  North  Bay,)  having  been  for  same  time  afflicted  with 
a  constipation  of  the  bowels.  The  advice,  thfkt  Capt,  Ross  gave 
him,  was,  "  *  to  throw  the  physic  to  the  degv,'  and  to  swallow,  a 
musket  ball,  and  if  that  had  no  effect,  to  send  another  after  itr 
then  Bwallow  a  cartridge,  set  fire  to  it,  and  the  devil  was  in  it,  if 
a  passage  would  not  be  obtained.""  The  poor  follow  was,  bow- 
ever,  refused  all  medicine,  and  in  less  than  twenty-four  bonrs, 
he  was  seized  with  a  violent  fit.  These  acts  .on  the  part  of  a 
commander,  whose  very  existence  depended  upon  the  health  and 
strength  of  his  crew,  appear  so  diametrically  opposite  to  that  Use 
of  conduct,  which  a  prudent  or  a  feeling  man  would  have  com^ 
milted,  that  we  should  be  inclined  to  discredit  them  attogethor, 
were  they  not  transmitted  to  us  by  an  authority,  of  whose  veracity 
no  doubt  can  be  entertained ;  at  the  same  time,  that  they  are 
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eorroborated  by  anothisr  party,  who  was  one  of  the  sufferers  on 
the  #xp«titioii,  in  consequence  of  the  culpable  neglect  and  in- 
diibresoe  tkat  were  shown  to  the  maintenance  of  the  health  and 
cotnfoTt  of  the  crew.  This  conduct  appears  in  a  still  more 
exttaoffiinaiy  ftgfat,  and  greatly  to  the  disrepute  of  Capt.  Ross, 
wtaeii  it  ii  contraeled  with  his  public  declaration  of  those  very 
ni«ii»  tepresentiDg  them,  as  having  served  him  with  a  constancy, 
wliieh  was  never  shaken  under  the  most  appalling  prospects, 
and  to  whose  fidelity  and  obedience  he  was  so  greatly  inflebted. 
Capt.  Ross;  theivfore,  on  his  own  showing  stands  guilty,  either 
of  the  blackest  ingralitiide,  or  he  has  exhibited  himself  in  a 
cbaraoter,  the  most  unfit  and  improper  to  conduct  an  expedition, 
the  sneoessfiil  tesnk  of  which,  depended  so  much  upon  a  strict 
and  inoeasant  altentiiQii  to  the  b^lth  and  comfort  of  the  crew 
under  his  cotsmaiid. 

Itt  the  srfternooB  of  the  27th,  «  party  of  four  were  sent  to  the 
bay  for  fisb»  and  oh  their  way  they  met  Commander  Ross  on  his 
rettim  to  Ihe  ship ;  he  arrived  about  midnight,  worn  down  w^ 
fUsgne  and  himger.  On  the  following  day,  the  28th,  the  party 
of  fanr  wtORned,  bat  two  of  them  were  so  completely  knocked 
up,  that  they  could  not  draw  the  sledge  any  further ;  they, 
thorelbre,  left  it  about  three  miles  from  the  ship.  In  the  course 
of  the  day,  the  party,  that  bad  been  with  Commander  Ross, 
returned,  bringing  with  them  Anthony  Buck  on  a  sledge, 
who,  on  their  journey  to  the  ship,  bad  had  three  fits,  one  of 
which,  it  waa  feared  would  terminate  his  existence ;  in  fact,  all 
the  men,  who  were  of  Commander  Ross'  party,  were  more  or 
less  indisposed,  arising  from  the  unwholesoroeness  of  their  food, 
and  their  oontinual  exposure  to  wet  and  cold,  without  the  means 
of  obtaining  the  sligbteet  relief.  At  half  past  three,  six  men  were 
sent  for  the  atedge,  that  was  left  behind  by  the  party  arrived 
in  the  morniiig ;  and  at  ion  at  night,  nine  men  and  two  sledges 
were  despatehed  for  the  last  cargo  of  fish.  At  6,  on  the  fol- 
lowing nsovning,  %w4>  of  the  men  returned  completely  done  up, 
on  which  Mr.  Light  was  despatched  with  another  man,  to  the 
assistance  of  the  party,  atid  returned  on  board,  at  10  p.  m. 

The  men,  who  were  able,  were  now  employed  about  the  fish, 
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curing'/  drying,  and  Stowing'  them    in  the  barreU^     in  a  pro* 

Fpective  point  of  view,  these  fish  were  regarded  as  a  bmmkleous 

g-ift  of  Heaven  ;  for,  in  the  event  of  the  Victorjr  befog  bleeked 

up  for  another  winter,  a  certainty  existed  of  the  crew  being  pal 

upon  short  allowance;  and  the  plentifnl  supply  of  fish  oa hoard, 

would  enable  them  to  weather  the  winter,  without  the  fear  d 

f^uffering   from   actual   want.     The  whole  nnmber  of  the  fish 

caught,  were  4986,  but  not  more  than  2000  were  brought  to  the 

f«hip;  the  remainder  were  entirely  wasted.    Thegveaier  part  of 

the  fish  were  preserved  in  vinegar,  and  stowed  in  barrele  and 

hogsheads  :    a  considerable   number  were    salted    and  dried , 

some  were   dried,  and  not   salted.     The   nundber  pickled  in 

vinegar,   was  1884;  independently  of  twelve  jars»   doae  in  a 

superior  manner,  for  Capt.  Ross,  and  twelve  of  the  largest,  and 

finest  for  Commander  Ross.    The  number  dried,  wete  from  000  to 

500;  and  those,  that  were  salted,  were  represented  to  excel   all 

the  others  in  the  delicacy  of  their  flavor.     The  dtintance  of  the 

iMhing  place  from  the  ship,  was  about  18  or  14  miles:  but  tbe 

most  laborious  part  of  the  business  was  conveying .  the  fidb  on 

the  back  of  the  men,  from  the  place  of  fishing  to  the  salt  water, 

and  then  to  the  stedge,  which  was  about  three-fourths  of  a  mile. 

Every  man  had  to  carry  about  50  salmon,  averaging  in  weight 

'  ISOtbs  ;  no  trifling  laod  to  carry  over  rocks  and  rugged  ground, 

'  when  the  men  were  frequently  no  sooner  off  the  former,  than  in  five 

minutes  afterwards  they  were  up  to  their  middle  in  water ;  and 

this  may  be  considered  as  the  general  character  ef  tbe  road, 

on  which  they  had  to  travel  from  the  place,  where  tbe  sledge 

was  loaded,  to  the  ship.     There  were  six  of  the  fishing  party 

on  the  sick  list,  all  of  them  complaining  of  a  pain  in  tfai^r  bowels. 

Buck  and  Baxter  were  seized  with  convulnon  fits :  tJie  forn^r 

had  three   in  6  hours;  and   the  latter  vras  in  a  fit  1^  hour,  and 

at  one  time  it  was  feared  that  he  would  never  recover* 

On  the  2nd  of  August,  the  labor  of  drying  and  eurtng  tlie 
fish,  maybe  considered  as  being  completed,  and  some  toots 
were  erected  on  shore,  for  those  which  were  drying,  in  order 
to  protect  them  from  the  rain.  The  preserved  fish  were  stanfed 
away  in  7  casks.  No.  1  containing  250,  No.  %  200^  No,  9,  67. 
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No.  4,  ddO,  No.  5,  55,  No.  6^  211,  No.  7,  244,  besides  a  tierce  of 
salted,  and'  about  400  dried » 

On  the  3rd  of  August,  the  boats  were  got  off  from  the  shore* 
the  ship  was  cleaned,  and  the  watering  of  her  commenced.  At 
4  o^elock  in  the  afternoon,  to  the  great  surprise  of  all  on 
board,  the  iee  gare  way  about  the  ship,  and  she  drove  her  own 
length,  making  exactly  10  months  and  %  days  since  she  had 
moved  at  all  from  her  position.  On  the  Ist  of  August  of  the 
preceding  year,  the  ice  was  all  in  motion,  but  no  symptoms 
of  that  desirable  event  had,  as  yet,  taken  place,  although  the 
ship  was  literally  surrounded  by  water.  The  prevalence  of  the 
westerly  winds,  which  appeared  to  have  set  in  on  the  4th  of 
August,  and  blowing  with  uncommon  violence,  was  greatly 
adTorse  to  the  ice  running  out  of  the  bay;  at  all  events,  even  if 
the  ship  were  clear,  it  would  not  have  been  possible  to  make  any 
great  headway,  with  the  wind  blowing  directly  in  their  teeth.  ■ 

On  the.5th,  the  whale  boat  was  hoisted  up,  for  the  purpose  of 
being  repaired,  and  the  powder  was  got  on  board.  The  crew 
were  employed  in  repairing  the  sails ;  and  all  was.  bustle  on 
board,  to  get  every  thing  in  such  a  state  of  readiness,  as  to  be 
enabled  to  start,  on  the  breaking  up  of  the  ice.  Commander 
Roes  went  on  shore,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  a  survey^  and 
he  saw  the  water  clear  to  the  eastward.  To  the  wesiwsrd, 
however,  it  appeared  to  be  stationary.  Mr.  Mc'Diarmid  went 
with  the  dingey  to  the  lake,  and  returned  at  midnight,  having 
bad  very  little  success^  bringing  home  with  him  only  one  pin- 
tail duck.    • 

Towards  tlie  evening  the  ice  was  in  motion  about  the  ship, 
with  light  winds  from  the,  W.N.W.,  and  all  hands  were  on  tlie 
flilert,  to  take  the  advantage  of  it,  but  their  hopes  were  blighted 
in  the  budding,  for  the  wind  veered  round  suddenly  to  the 
northward,  driving  the  ice  into  the  bay,  and  apparently  choak- 
ing  up  every  outlet,  by  which  the  Victory  could  escape.  It 
ivasy  however,  necessary  that  the  strictest  watch  should  be  kept, 
lor  it  was  well  known  to  the  majority  on  board,  that  when  the 
ice  once  begine  to  be  in  motion,  a  particular  spot  will  be 
ehoaked  up  one  hour,  and  .the  next,  scarcely  a  piece  of  ice  si  to 
be  seen,  r^  i 
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A  serious  feoiohstrafice^  ia  the  shape  almost  of  a  round  robtn, 
was  at  this  time  made  to  Capt.  Ross*,  on  accoairt  of  his  deter-- 
wiAed  perseverance,  in  halving'  the  feed  of  the  sailors  cooked 
in  the  eopper  apparatus.  With  the  daily  e^rhtbitlon  befbre'  ffis 
eyes,  of  the  efieet^  n^hrch  the  vietuals  socook^d,  had  upon  the 
health  of  liis  men,'  tliere  being' scarcely  one,  wbe  did  notoom* 
plain  of  aA  affection  of  the  bowels^  and  som6  actually  unable* 
to  perform  the  duties  of  the  ship;  it  appeared  to  all,  tht^t  their' 
commander  vas  labertng^  -  under  a  itaost  defyiorable  inbtuationi 
or  under  the  inAuenee  of  the  most  direct  inhumanity,  in* 
obliging  them  to  subsist  on  feod^  whieb  had  been  proved  tf>  be* 
of  so  debteiioua  a  nature;  it  was  not»  however,  until  an  absotutct 
refiisal  was  made  by  tbe  whole  crew,  to  partake  of  any  more 
food  cooked  in  the  copper  apparatus,  that  Capt.  Ross  wasr 
brought  to  his  senses,  and  he  isaued  bis  orders  to  the  engineer 
to  make  some  tin  boilers  to  fit  into  tbe  apparatus,  and  tlMit/ 
which  a  discreet  and  prudent  man  would  have  done^from  mienae 
of  propriety  and  humanity,  was  forced  upon  Cspt.  Rosa,  as  m' 
direct  act  of  compulsion* 

On  the  8lh  tod  0th,  the  ice  was  qmte  stotimiary,  witir  VifiA 
viinda  from  tbe  southward ;  a  circumstance,  however,  oceureA 
on  tbe  latter  day,  which,  although  it  passed  off  without  any 
immediate  injury,  might  have  been  attended  with  the  most  serioutf 
eoosequenees.  The  vessel  had  for  a  length  of  time  been  mado 
tut  to  a  berg,  which,  as  it  was  aground,  and  apparently  to  he 
permanently  fixed,  not  tbe  slightest  apprehension  was  enter- 
tained, that  any  danger  could  occur  to  the  vessel,  in  &stening 
her  to  it.  On  the  afternoon  of  the  0th,  however,  the  berg 
capsised  with  a  treaftendous  crash,  and  would  most  probably 
have  placed  tlie  Victory  on  her  beam  ends,  but  fortunately  tbe 
hawsers  snapped  with  the  sudden  strain,  and  left  the  veaiel 
without  any  moorings.  All  hands  were  iomied  lately  turned. 
Dut,  and  she  was  moored  afresh  to  another  berg ;  but,  from  the 
unsettled  state  of  the  ice,  her  position  was  not  considered  onf> 
of  positive  safety. 

Commander  Ross  was  employed  this  day,  in  taking  angles 
with  the  theodolite,  it  was,  however,  perceptible  to  the  wholg^ 
cTrw,  that  some  fresh  disagreement  had  broken  out  between 
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CiMDiDaiul«r  Rou  wd  hit  inde,  but  the  cause  did  not  (rani^ire 
until  eome  time  efierwafde. 

On  tbe  llth.  the  diip  was  got  into  deeper  water,  although 
it  wae  not  fifty  jrarde  from  her  former  statiM.  The  launch  watf 
got  aloagride,  and  properly  cleaned  out  j  but  the  ioe  in  the 
ofing  and  th^  bay  still  renuiined  stationary,  although  the  wind 
had  been  blowing  during  the  whole  of  the  day,  from  the  south 
sod  the  east,  aceoanpanied  with  heavy  ram. 

On  the  12tb,  a  tribe  of  Esquimaux  came  to  the  ship,  amongst 
whom»  was  their  old  acquaintance  7\Uitaeh,  for  whom  th^ 
wooden  leg  had  been  made.  Shortly  after  the  Victory  leftFeli]^ 
Harbour,  he  had  the  misfortune  to  break  his  wooden  leg,  and 
hie  purpose  now  ni  coming  on  board,  was  to  har^  it  repaired. 
He  leflt  the  ship  at  midnight  promising  to  return  on  the  follow* 
ing  d^,  with  hie  whole  family,  but  leaving  behind  him  bitf 
wooden  leg  for  the  carpenter  to  repair. 

TmktMh  was  faithful  to  his  word,  and  on  the  following  day; 
the  i8tb»  he  came  to  the  ship)  bringing  with  him  the  whole  tribe  ;' 
eonsisting  altogether  of  tweiity-two  persons,  men,  wom^,  and 
eUldrem  These  people,  pluming  themselres  perhaps  upon  the 
pririleges  of  an  old  acquaintance,  no  sooner  came  on  board; 
fhsD  ascene  took  place,  which  would  hare  delighted  hundreds, 
if  they  <5ould  ha^e  witnessed  it  in  a  booth  at  Bartholomeir  feirr 
na  reipectwhatever  was  paid  to  persons,  for  it  appeared  perfectly 
imaaaterial  to  the  feniales,  whether  they  saluted  the  smutty  cook, 
the  corpoloDt  doctor,  or  the  grave  and  stately  captain  himself. 
In  eome  of  the  females,  the  sailors  recognised  therr  former  sweet- 
hearts, in  consequence  of  which,  many  a  nose  came  into  affectionate 
collisiM,  which,  alfh<High  it  might  have  been  agreeable  to  on^ 
party,  was  not  much  relished  by  the  other  $  neitfier  the  carnival 
at  Venice,  nor  a  masquerade  at  the  Opera  House  could  have  ex- 
hibiled  stich  a  motley  Und  original  group,  as  was  at  this  time  to  b<f 
neen  on  the  deck  of  the  Victory.  The  Esquimaux  in  their  sum- 
mer dresses,  which  were  by  no  means  sufficient  to  cover  their 
persons,  and  by  which,  '<  the  faumati  form  divine^  became  exposed 
ntther  simttarly  to  the  condition  of  Adam  himself,  before  he 
tasted  of  the  forbidden  fruit :  the  grotesque  appearance  of  the 
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isttilors  in  their  uncouth  habiliments,  a  mixture  of  savage  clumsi- 
ness,  and  civilised  skill ;  the  confusion  of  noises  and  discordant 
sounds,  proceeding  at  one  time  from  the  mterjectbnal  exclama- 
tioofl  of  the  Esquimaux,  and  at  another,  from  tlie  hoacse  and  blufi 
voices  of  the  sailors*  amongst  which  were  now  and  tbea  beard 
the  commanding  words  of  the  captain,  attempting  to  make  bun* 
self  heard  amidst  an  uproar,  which  would  have  impressed  on  the 
mind  of  the  spectator,  some  idea  of  the  confusion,  wbicb  reigned 
at  the  Tower  of  Babel ;  and  then,  when  tbe  ladies  of  tbe^Eaqpii- 
manx  nation,  began  to  display  their  grace  and  agility  in  tbe 
dance,  catching  hold  of  the  first  sailor,  that  came  witbin  their 
reach,  no  matter  whether  an  officer  or  a  foremast  man,  and 
hogging,  him  to  tbeir  affectionate  bosom,  which  imparted  to 
the  favored  being,  some  idea  of  what  bis  feelings  would  be, 
if  he  should  perchance  happen  to  fall  within  tbe  embraces  of  a 
Bl^g7  bear,  and  then  the  performance  to  conclude  (as  onr  p)ay 
bills  hare  it)  with  a  grand  display  of  antics,  performed  bj  tbe 
most  active  of  the  company,  wbicb  antics,  consisted  in  the  men 
placing  themselves  in  the  most  grotesque  and  ludicrous  attt^ 
tudesy  and  distorting  every  feature  of  their  face,  to  increase  the 
UgUaesa,  which  nature  has  so  lavishly  bestowed  upon  them* 
.  It  is  most  probable,  that  this  truly  original  performance  would 
have  concluded  with  tbe  exhibition  of  tbe  antics  of  the  men; 
had  not  Mr.  light,  on  a  sudden,  struck  up  some  inspiring  aoonda 
from  his  violin,  which  appeared  to  have  tbe  same  e&et  upoa 
the  whole  tribe,  even  including  the  children,  as  if  eyeiy  one  of 
them  bad  been  bitten  by  a  tarantula.  In  some  reepecta,  thej 
mis^t  be  compared  to  a  congregation  of  Jampers,  attempting  to 
patch  tbe  spirit,  tot  tbe  spirit  of  emulation  appeared  to  animate 
every  breast,  as  to  which  could  excel  tbe  other,  in  the  altitude 
of  their  jumps ;  in  one  of  which,  tbe  entire  dress  of  one  of  the 
ladies  fell  from  her  shoulders,  and  left  her  in  farUms  naiuratir 
Ims.  The  dress  was  politely  handed  to  her  by  one  of  the  sailor% 
to  whom  she  said,  Kogenna!  Kogennal  (thankaJ  thanks  1)  and 
having  thrown  the  deer  skin  over  her  shoulders,  began  to  jumf 
again,  until  the  music  ceased,  as  if  nc  accident  whatever  had 
befallen  her*  .        .  * 
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The  fart^e  at  last  was  ended! ;  and,  after  a  repast  of  baked  seal 
and  blubber,  the  happy  natives  were  rowed  on  shore,  the  officers 
accompanpug'  them,  Tuluach  leading  the  way,  on  his  mended 
wooden  le^ ;  in  fact,  if  a  drama  of  life  in  Yakkee  (the  Esquimaux 
country)  could  have  been  got  up,  in  imitation  of  Life  in  London, 
there  is  very  little  doubt,  that  Tuluach  would  have  been  chosen 
to  act  the  part  of  Dusty  Bob ;  Mr.  Light  giving  him  previously 
a  few  lesson^  on  the  violin. 

Mr.  McDiarmid  took  one  of  the  Esquimaux  with  him,  on  a 
shooting  excursion ;  but  it  was  with  the  greatest  difficulty,  that 
he  could  get  the  simple  savage  to'  stand  near  him  when  he 
fired ;  for  Mr.  McT)iarmid  no  sooner  put  the  gun  to  his  shoulder, 
than  the  native  took  to  his  heels,  and  remained  at  a  consider- 
able distance,  until  (he  gun  was  discharged.  On  this  excursion 
he  killed  three  leverets,  weighing  on  an  average  3  Iba.  2oz. 

In  consequence  of  the  vessel  being  surrounded  with  water, 
the  Esquimaux  could  not  get  on  board,  except  by  means  of  the 
boat  from  the  ship ;  a  circumstance  by  no  means  disagreeable  to 
Capt.  Ross,  nor  indeed  to  the  whole  of  the  crew:  for,  during 
the  time  of  the  natives  being  on  board,  all  business  was  sus« 
pended;  and  as  their  visits  were  sometimes  very  unseasonable 
and  ill-timed,  the  crew  had  it  now  in  their  power  to  determine 
the  exact  time  when  their  visits  should  be  paid.  On  Sunday 
the  14th,  they  presented  themselves  on  the  beach,  making 
signs  that  it  was  their  wish  to  come  on  board  :  to  which  Capt. 
Rose  consented,  and  a  boat  was  sent  for  them.  It  was,  however, 
a  most  difficult  matter  to  make  some  of  the  women  sit  still  in 
the  boat ;  and  one  of  the  youngest,  who  appeared  to  have  fixed 
her  affections  upon  Curtis,  one  of  the  men  who  rowed  them  on 
board,  considered  that  there  -was  neither  law  nor  rule  why  she 
should  not  koonig  him  in  the  boat :  the  consequence  of  which 
was,  that  if  it  had  not  been  for  one  of  the  sailors,  the  lady  would 
have  been  immersed  head  over  heels  in  the  water.  This,  how- 
ever, is  no  great  punishment  to  an  Esquimaux,  male  or  female: 
for,  in  their  travels  to  their  different  fishing  or  hunting  stations 
the  ice  !a  frequently  so  rutten  as  not  to  bear  their  weight,  and 
they  are  plunged  into  the  water;  but  it  appears  to  bo  such 
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a  matter  of  eonne  with  th^m,  that  little  or  no  notiee  is  lakod 
of  it 

Daring  the  night  of  the  14tb,  the  dogs  of  the  natives  41a. 
covered  the  fish,  that  were  drying  on  the  beachi  and  left  tlieaa 
not  until  thej  had  fatly  satisfied  their  appetite*  Not  a  moment 
was  lost^  in  getting  all  the  fish  on  board ;  for  the  dogs  bad  not 
only  eaten  a  great  number,  but  spoilt  a  still  greater^  by  gnawing 
them  in  diftrent  places,  biting  the  head  from  one,  and  the  tail 
from  the  other,  thereby  rendering  them,  as  an  article  of  food,  of 
little  or  no  service. 

On  the  15th,  ten  Esquimaux  came  on  board,  complaiaing  that 
they  were  much  in  want  of  provisions.  Some  seal  and  blabber 
were  cooked  for  them ;  for  fortunately  Abernetby  bad  ^ot  a 
seal  on  the  preceding  day,  and  had  succeeded  in  getting  it  on 
board,  which  was  not  always  the  case,  even  if  the  animal  were 
mortally  wonnded.  The  seal  seldom  travels  hf  from  its  hole, 
(the  open  space  of  water  being  called  so  by  the  Biquimanx, 
when  the  seals  come  up  for  the  purpose  of  respiration,)  and  even 
if  the  bullet  were  to  strike  him  in  a  vital  part,  he  rushes  into 
the  water,  and  dies  beneath  the  ice.  On  the  departure  of  the 
Esquimaux,  Commander  Ross  gave  a  certain  quantity  of  dried 
fish  to  those,  who  had  families,  and  a  smaller  quantity  to  those, 
who  were  single.  The  chief  part  of  the  fish  were  thosa«  which 
had  been  mutilated  by  their  own  dogs :  but  the  mere  want  of 
a  head  or  a  tail  did  not  appear  by  any  means  to  depreciate  the 
fish  in  their  estimation.  The  natives  were  then  on  their  way  to 
NichUlit  their  dogs  being  loaded  like  asses;  for  as  there  Is 
neither  snow  nor  ice  at  this  period  of  the  year,  and  the  convey* 
ance  by  the  sledge  being  wholly  impracticable,  they  sling  their 
luggage  over  the  backs  of  the  dogs,  like  two  paniers.  Soase  of 
the  dogs,  however,  will  not  submit  to  this  drudgery  tend, in 
the  present  instance,  three  of  them  objected  to  being  pot  to  saeh 
a  degrading  occupation ;  they  were  therefore  left  behind,  to 
seek  their  own  living,  and  to  enjoy  a  life  of  independence,  with 
starvation  as  their  companion. 

The    weather  for  the  month  of  Augnst  was   exceedingly 
inauspicious;  on  the  16th,  a  heavy  fiill  of  snow  took  piaco 
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•od  it  C6»tiiittei)  lo  t$An  and  snow  alternately  threugliovt  the 
remainder  of  that  day,  and  part  of  the  next.  The  ice  remained 
stationary^  and  no  immediate  jproajpeot  of  it  clearing  affay. 
Part  of  tlM  csew  were  employed  in  scouring  the  paint  work 
on. the  mesa  deck;  whilst  the  remainder  were  employed  in 
finiahttig  the  watering  of  the  ship,  which«  when  completed  on 
tha^lSth,  exceeded  in  quantity,  rather  more  than  six  tons. 

On  tka  19tb»  tlie  weather  was  variable  and  thick.  In  the 
oTanfalgy  ComaiaiMlor  Rose  went  on  shore,  and  killed  a  hare 
and  a  ployer ;  he  also  found  the  grave  of  an  Esquimaux,  and 
broeghtthe  skull  on.  beard.  This  skull  supplied  the  place  of 
the  head  of  lUiciu,  which  had  been  left  for  the  benefit  of  the 
ihfinipSf  in  Felix  Harbour. 

On  the  20Ui,  the  wind  blew  strong  from  W.  S.  W*  and  the 
ice  tetliB^  N.  &  On  the  following  day,  however^  the  witid 
veered  suddenly  round  to  the  eastward,  which,  in  the  situa- 
liesi  in  whicb  the  Victory  then  was^  was  the  most  adverse  wind, 
thai  could  Uow,  as  there  was  not  the  slightest  shelter  for  the 
ship;^  Towards  evening,  the  herg»  to  which  the  vessel  was  fast* 
ened  asleni»  floated,  and  the  bower  anchor  was  immediately  got 
ready.  The  Victory  was  now  in  a  very  awkward  predicament, 
the  wind  at  east,  blowing  dead  upon  the  land,  which  drove  the 
whole  body  of  the  ice  direct  into  the  place  where  the  ship  lay* 
Fortunately,  however,  the  wind  did  not  continue  long  in  that  quar- 
ter»  for,  on  the  22nd,  it  blew  fromtq  e  northward,  vith  all  the 
loose  ice  drifting  in  shcNre*  An  anchor  and  a  hawser  were  taken 
to  a  berg  astern,  it  being  aground,  and  the  ship  was  fastened 
to  it 

On  the  25th^  five  men  were  sent  on  Vakhee  Hillf  to  build  a 
nsomiment ;  but  as  wisdom  sometimes  comes  with  the  growth  of 
age^  it  waa  determined  by  Capt«  Ross,  that  this,  monument  should 
be  made  of  rock;  for  it  appeared,  that  the  Esquimaux  m  the 
vicinity  of  Felix  Harbour,  had  discovered  the  different  monu<« 
ments,  which  had  been  erected  of  snow ;  and  as  their  gross  and 
unpardonable  stupidity  could  not  discover  any  possible  use  in 
them,  they  had  committed  the  sacrilegious  act  of  demoliahmg 
i;  thereby  despoiling  their  country  of  the  handy  works  of  a 
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net  of  meoi  whose  equals  they  neref  saw  befortf,  and  wliom  it  was 
mostprobat^e  thej  ne^er  woiildsee  agfain. 

On  the  ovening  of  the  26tbp  the  ice  set  ia  with  an  over^ 
pcwering  force»  by  which  the  whale  boat  got  •  trettteodoss 
nip^  which  broke  all  her  timbers  and  five  thwart^^  and  retdereiil 
her  nearly  wholly  useless.  After  some  labor  she  was  gotkm  board, 
when  Capt,  Ross  determined  that  she  shoald  be  cut  io  two, 
and  a.  four-oared  boat  made  of  one  of  the  parts.  The  wind 
coming  on  to  blow  from  the  south  and  east,  it  was  judged  ad«- 
Tisable  to  moor  the  ship  afresh,  and  a  party  were  sent  on  riiere; 
for  that  purpose.  The  crew  were  afterwards  emploiyed  itii 
greasing  the  masts,  loosening  sails,  and  other  duties  necessary 
to  be  performed,  preTiousty  to  the  vessel  leaving  bar  eeoend 
winter  harbour :  an  event,  which  was  daily  to  be  looked  fi^r,  aiid 
which  required  a  vigilance  on  the  part  of  the  offiDSie,  that 
gave  them  little  leisure  for  any  other  oocupaiioa. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  27th,  the  moorings,  wUcb  had 
been  fastened  to  the  shore,  suddenly  snapped,  from  the  heavy 
strain^  that  was  continually  upon  them:  all  haiida  were  tuived 
out  to  secure  the  ship  again,  but  although  it  was  effected,  the 
situation,  in  which  the  vessel  lay,  was  not  considered  as  wfaeUj 
exempt  from  danger.  At  8  o'clock  in  the  eveoing*  the  wiad 
blowing  from  the  westward,  the  ice  became  all  in  motion, 
driving  to  the  southward  and  the  eastward.  Six  of  the  meft 
were  sent  in  one  of  Franklin's  boats,  for  the  purpose  of  aacer^ 
taining  the  state  of  the  clear  water,  that  had  opened  to  the 
northward. 

The  28th  was  the  day  of  emancipation  of  the  Victory  froaa 
her  long  confinement  in  her  second  winter  harbour.  The  osorn* 
ing  broke,  with  fresh  breezes  from  the  south,  but  at  8  o'clock* 
the  wind  changed  to  the  W.N«W*  All  hands  were  employsid 
in  clearing  the  ice  from  the  ship.  At  9,  hove  the  larboanl 
hawser  taught,  and  then  cut  it,  as  it*was  under  a  piece  of  ice, 
that  was  aground.  Several  banda  were  now  sent  on  sfaeire^  to 
bring  off  whatever  remained  belonging  to  the  ship ;  and  ml 
I'p.  v»  the  ship  was  warped  up  to  windward.  •  At  4  p.  ii,  the  si«ip 
was  made  fast  to   a  piece   of  ground  ice.    Commander  Roa^V 
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3ith  a  boat  s  c(<iw^  now  went  on  shore^  for  the  purpt>9e  of  ascer- 
tainiDf;  the  state  of  the  iee,  that  was  miming  out  of  the  North 
l^jf  which  had  oontinued  without  intermission  for  8  or  9  hours : 
And  therefore  it  was  his  opinion,  that  there  must  be  an  end  tb 
|i«  He  asoended  a  very  high  htll>  that  looked  not  only  directly 
i&to  the  bay»  but  also  up  it;  and,  on  his  return  on  board,  he  in- 
ferm^  Capt.  Ross,  that  the  ice  seemed  to  be  more  clear.  Accord- 
ingly^as  the  wind  was  from  the  W.N.  W.  they  cast  off,  and  stretch* 
ed  along  the  land,  keeping  the  ship  in  the  wind,  for  the  purpose 
of  getting  the  dingey  on  board,  she  being  away  to  cast  off  the  line. 
A  piaoe  of  ground  ice  under  their  lee,  obliged  them  to  go  about 
•hip  oil  the  starboard  tack,  by  which  a  great  deal  of  ground  was 
losl»  which  was  considerably  increased  by  being  obliged  to 
lake  the  launch  in  tow  astern  of  the  ship,  thereby  hanging  as  a 
d^ad  weighl  upon  her,  when  she  ought  to  have  been  entirely 
free  from  every  incumbrance  of  the  kind.  The  ship  having 
hardly  headway*  again  brought  another  berg  under  their  lee, 
which  it  was  found  impossible  to  weather,  and  the  ship  struck 
it  on  her  larboard  bow,  which  shoved  her  head  up ;  but,  as  she 
did  not  lose  her  headway,  she  went  about  her  own  length, 
and  took  the  rocks  forehead,  and  her  stern  dropped  in  on  the 
)Mrg>  and  the  rudder  was  knocked  nearly  to  pieces. 

This  accident,  as  it  was  significantly  styled  by  a  certain  party, 
ipras  in  reality  any  thing  but  an  accident ;  for  it  was  known  to 
be  the  effect  of  downright  mismanagement.  At  this  particular 
period,  one  of  those  quarrels  had  taken  place  between  Capt. 
Koss  and  his  nephew,  which  had  assumed  almost  the  character 
at  a  regular  periodical  occurrence,  and  which  actually  threw  a 
gloom  over  the  whole  proceedings  of  the  expedition.  On  first 
approaching  the  berg,  it  was  strongly  recommended  by  Com- 
Rtaoder  Ross,  to  go  to  leeward  of  it;  for,  as  the  ship  was  in 
ataysy  the  danger  was  great  in  attempting  to  go  to  windward, 
aa  in  the  event  of  the  ship  missing  stays,  there  was  no  other 
pfospeet,  than  being  driven  right  upon  the  berg,  to  the  destruc 
lien  perhaps  of  the  ship;  at  all  events,  to  the  commission  of 
such  damage,  as  might  render  it  inipossible  to  proceed  on  the 
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Had  Capt.  Ross  been  at  this  time  on  friendly  terms  with  his 
nephew,  it  is  perhaps  probable,  that  he  would  have  condescended 
to  follow  his  advice ;  but  there  was  something  degrading  and 
humiliating,  in  the  idea  of  listening  to  the  counsels  of  an  indi* 
vidual,  who  had  perhaps  transgressed  against  his  high  authority, 
or  who,  in  several  instances,  might  have  attempted  to  show  him> 
that  wisdom  and  age  do  not  always  accompany  each  other.  It 
is  a  feature  of  the  human  character,  although  not  a  very  amiable 
one,  of  acting  in  direct  contradiction  to  the  advice  of  those,  willi 
whom  we  are  at  enmity ;  as  it  is  a  wound  upon  onr  self-love, 
to  suppose  that  we  can  allow  ourselves  to  be  guided  by  those, 
who  have  perhaps  offended  us  in  some  particular  point,  although 
no  offence  was  in  reality  intended.  In  this  instance,  we  will 
give  Capt.  Ross  the  credit,  to  suppose,  that  he  was  not  so 
gjDSsly  ignorant  of  the  management  of  the  ship,  as  not  to  ae« 
that  the  advice  of  Commander  Ross,  was  at  once  proper  and 
judicious;  but  he  was  determined  to  verify  the  Latin  adage^ 
"  Video  meliora,  sed  proboque  sequor^  which  may  be  anglicised, 
I  saw  that  it  was  proper  to  go  to  leeward  of  the  berg,  but 
1  was  determined  to  go  wrong,  and  went  to  the  windward  of  iu^ 

Tha  consequences,   however,  of   this  accident,   were  of  tlv) 

most  serious  aspect ;  the  ship  was  for  a  time  unmanageable,  and 

in  a  situation,  that  bad  the  wind  come  on  to  blow  with  violence 

from  the  northward,  the  sailors  would  then   in,  reality  havA 

been  obliged  to  exclaim,   "Good  bye.  Victory •"'    During  the 

whole  of  the  night,  the  carpenters  were  employed  in  repeirinf 

the  rudder,  and  as  it  could  only  be  performed  by  lantern  lights 

the  task  proceeded  slowly  and  insecurely;  indepefidently,  Iiew<^ 

ever,  of  this  tmtoward  event,  the  ship  was  lying  all  the  wbilt 

with  her  fore  foot  on  the  rocks,  in  the  most  Imminent  danger  of 

haying  her  bottom  injured,  or  of  fiiUing  on  h«r  broadside.    In 

order  to  provide  against  the  latter  calamity,  a  hawser  was  goU 

-out  to  the  westward — ^it  was  a  matter  almost  of  life  or  death— the 

very  existence  of  the  Victory  depended  upon  this  moment    ijtwjo 

either  England,  or  a  miserable  residence  perhaps  for  an  vulioiit* 

ed  iime»  in  a  country  of  .desolation  and   wretebedness — aH 

depended  on  the  strength  and  goodness  of  the  bawesr-4lie 
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Strain  .was  tremendioiiR — the  men  were  banging  oq  their  hand<^ 
ipikes — another  haul  of  the  capstern,  and  perhaps  all  vras 
safe.— 'It  was  a  moment  of  breathless  expeetation — ^Yo  ho!-^. 
my  lads,  exclaimed  Comimander  Ross — Yo  hoi  echoed  the 
seaman — off  she  goes!  cried  Commander  Ross. — Helm**a-lee4 
cried  Capt.  Ross. — Steady,  my  lads,  cried  Commander  Ross- 
she  is  right. — ^The  Victory  floated  into  deep  water-— she  was 
hauled  in  shore  to  the  westward,  and  remained  in  that  position 
during  the  whole  of  the  night. 

The  morning  of  the  29ih,  broke  with  strong  breezes  from  ' 
west  by  south,  all  hands  were'  turned  out  as  early  as  3  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  and  the  first  part  of  their  duty,  was  to  ship  the 
rudder.    The  boat  was  hoisted  up,  and  the  vessel  was  once  more 
under  w,ny.  The  dingey  was  got  on  board,  and  the  ship  stretched  » 
gallaotlt   across  the  bay,*'towards  the  north  point.     At  5 p.m. 
the  breezes  freshened,  by  which,  the  jib  was  split,  and  the  mizen 
luji^'boom  carried  kw^j;  a  new  jib  was  immediately  bent,  the 
ship   working    hard  to   windward.     Capt.  Ross  now  m^de  a 
trial  of  his  lee  bbards,  but  their  utility  was  nearly  on  a  par  WitH 
the  steam  engine.'    At  7»  set  the  gaff  top-sail  and  fore-iop-gaU  ' 
Iant-«ail,  some  heavy  squalls  coming  on,  with  the  wind  veeriilg  - 
to  the  northward ;  thick  we&ther  accompanied  with  snow.    They 
now  entisred  |i  smitll  bay  clear  of  ice ;  the  ship  was  hauled  to  the  ' 
wind,  and  put  about  while  in  stays;  the  wind,  however,  baffled ' 
ber  from  westering,  btt  still  having  head-way/  she  ran  so  close 
to  tbe-jshotie,  that  according  to  the  phraseology  of  the  satlofs|' 
they  eouid  spit  their  quids  on  the  ro^ks.  .      '  "^ 

The  jib  at  last  took  the  right  way,  atid  as  the  ship  caihe  ratind,i 
she  caugjht  with  her  beel  upon  tbe'rocks^  iso  dose  td  land,  that^ 
i$  w«s  very  easy  to  step  frotn  the  slern  6n  sh6re.  At  11,  the^^ 
tacked  again,  and  stood  over  to  the  south-west-  shore  ;  the  boat! 
was  sent' away  with  a  fbrty  &thom  Hue,  'and' it  #as  made  fasi:  on 
sbonr;  they  hove  on^  it,  but  it  slipped  6ff,  the'sihip  having  at 
tbat  time  shortened  sail.  The  lead  was  heaved  overboard,  and^ 
found  twenty-^ree  fathomr  wate^r ;  the  andhor  was  let  go,  and 
skoolher  line  rim  out,  to  which  the  ship'  wais  made  fast.  In  the* 
aflernoeD/  Commander  Ross  surveyed  the  bay,  and  on  his  return,*^ 
73.  4  a 
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the  ship  was  got  to  the  head  of  it.    The  wind  N.  N.  E.  with 
snow ;  the  ice  ruDoing  to  the  southward. 

Commander  Ross  gave  the  name  of  Victort  Harbour  to 
the  bay.  About  two  miles  and  a  half  to  tlie  north-east  of  this 
harbour,  there  is  a  passage  round  the  point,  through  which  runs 
a  very  strong  tide.  The  Victory  ran  up  this  passage,  as  she 
came  up  the  inlet  in  1829;  it  is  very  narrow,  and  on  the  island, 
whidh  forms  the  passage,  there  was,  what  one  of  the  seamen, 
who  was  a  native  ^'of  the  first  gem  of  the  sea,"^  denominated,  a 
very  large  gull  rookery.  It  was,  however,  a  very  rare  circum- 
stance to  find  this  passage  clear  of  ice;  for  generally,  in  con* 
sequence  of  the  tide  running  so  rapidly,  the  floe  pieces  get 
athwart,  both  with  the  ebb  and  the  flow.  It  was  the  general 
custom'  for  one  of  the  crew  to  be  sent  over  the  land,  for  the 
purpose  of  ascertaining  the  state  of  the  ice  to  the  northward; 
the  sea  in  that  direction  being  a  great  distance,  and  the  travel- 
ling bad,  it  being  over  very  high  hills,  and  the  surface  of  so 
rocky  a  nature,  that  the  men  did  not  call  it  walking,  but  scram- 
bling. The  difficulty  of  walking  was  so  great,  that  it'  generally 
occupied  a  man  three  hours  to  go  over  the  hills  to  arr*ve  al 
the  sea  on  the  other  side.  In  general,  there  was  a  great  extent 
of  clear  water  to  be  seen  to  the  north ;  but  it  was  found  impos- 
sible for  the  Victory  to  get  to  it,  owing  to  the  bay,  in  which  she 
then  lay,  being  so  full  of  ice« 

On  the  30th,  Commander  Ross,  and  a  boat's  crew,  went  to 
the  passage,  to  see  if  it  were  clear  of  ice ;  and,  on  his  return, 
he  reported,  that  it  was  blocked  up,  the  ice  running  to  the 
northward.  On  the  eyening  of  the  same  day,  he  made  another 
survey,  and  found  the  ice  mncb  more  open ;  some  hope  was  there- 
fore entertained,  that  their  present  harbour  was  not  intended  to 
be  their  winter  one. 

On  the  81st,  the  hands  were  employed  in  mooring  the  ship. 
Capt.  Ross  and  his  nephew  went  on  shore,  to  take  some  obser- 
vations ;  the  former  having  expressed  his  determination  to  make 
a  personal  examination  of  the  ice  :  for  he  seemed  on  a  iBudden* 
to  be  endowed  with  that  kind  of  resolution;  which  '^  often 
taken  for  courage;  but  which  is,  in  reality,  the  efllect  of  • 
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feeling  of  desperation,  which  takes  pofises'sion  of  a  mati  when 
be  finds  himself  in  a  dilemma,  from  which  there  appears  scarcely 
'any  liope  of  extrication^  It  may  happen  that  success  sometimes^ 
attends  the  individual  under  those  circumstances,  and  then  he  has 
the  meed  awarded  to  him  of  discretion  and  of  talent ;  whereas 
he  has  !>een  merely  acting  upon  the  eouie  qui  eoute,  neck-or- 
noihing  system/and,  like  the  desperate  gamester,  trusting  his 
all  to  the  hazard  of  a  single  throw. 

The  two  officers  returned  at  half-past  eight  in  the  eyening, 
neitheir  of  them  very  well  satisfied  witli  their  excursion;  for 
some  very  unpleasant  suspicions  could  not  fail  to  rise  in  the 
breast  of  Capt.  Ross,  that  the  expedition^  as  fiir  as  the  discovery 
of  the  North  West  Passage  was  concerned,  was  drawing  fast  to 
a  close. 

Commander  Ross,  however,  with  that  perseverance  and  un- 
daunted spirit,  which  characterized  him  during  the  whole  of 
the  voyage,  and  which  rendered  him  so  justly  a  favorite  with  the 
.  w  hoi  e  of  the  crew,  was  not  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  result  of  the 
observations,  which  he  had  made  during  his  excursion  with  his 
uncle ;  and,  therefore,  after  stopping  a  short  time  on  board,  for 
the  purpose  of  taking  some  refreshment,  he  set  off  with  a  boat's 
crew  to  examine  the  state  of  the  *oe  at  the  entrance  of  the 
bay.  To  his  great  mortification,  he  found  it  completely 
blocked  up,  and  no  signs  exhibiting  themselves  of  an  immediate 
change.  Two  seals  were  shot  this  day,  one  by  Capt.  Ross,  and 
the  other  by  Abernethy.  Towards  evening,  to  th^  great  satis- 
faction of  the  crew,  the  wind  came  on  to  blow  hard  from  the 
S.W.,  and  before  the  night  closed,  it  blew  a  gale  direct  from 
the  south.  This  was  the  very  wind,  for  which  they  hi^d 
earnestly  prayed^  as  being  the  most  favorable  for  driving  the 
ice  out  of  the  bay,  and  removing  the  blockade  at  the  entrance, 
-8o  as  to  enable  them  to  get  out. 

On  the  morning  of  the  1st  September,  the  wind  continued  to 
blow  strong  from  the  south  and  south-west :  the  crew  considered 
that  their  return  to  England,  depended  upon  the  continuance  of 
this  wind,  and  it  was,  therefore,  with  the  most  anxious  feelings, 
that  they  watched  even  theelightest  change  of  it,  dreading  the 
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kAal  YMMiiOB  ^  Um' VMM^  aB  if  ihek  exiatwce  depended  vpidi 
it« .  Tb0iMi»eq««Mw  wfir«  well  known  lo  all  the  mm,  if  tl»f 
timoM  be  obliged  to  wiMer  in  tbelr  pieient  harboot ;  far  mm 
•tber  kle  liien  awaited  thsin,  tban  to  tmVel  to  Fury  Beaob  tbe 
Ibllowtng^  aprii^ffr  with,  tbe  distveWB^  uncertaintT  ufon  their 
eaiodf,  whether  they  ahouM  find  the  etoree  ae  Hm  had  left  then; 
^jae  on  board  the  Viptoiy*  the  stock  of  provisiona  waa  bavelf 
aufficient  to  last  till  the  following  May,  wqppoeiag  the  men  to 
he  on  lidl'  allbwanoe.  It  wee,  however,  foreaeen  bj  the  men, 
-that  if  they.  wiotenBd  iA  thMc  poeeent  harhoar^  some  dimination 
would  take  place  ia  thiur  allowanoe,  with  the  riew  of  bcMbanding 
^a  #uffioimiey,  te  epAUe  them  to  travel  to  Fur j  Beach  in  the  ^nm^, 
Xi  m^^ii  heiTi^er^  hate  been  rather  a  8ev«<d  trial  for  the  fimling^ 
of  the  men,  to  know  that  the  officers  were  on  full  allewance, 
.ev«4  te  actual  luxuries^  when  they  were  itintad  itt  alasost  every 
individiubl  article* 

-  U  is/a  trite  tmi$m)  that  the  fate  of  individuals,  and  evwn 
eometimee  of  empireSf  depends  upon  a  trifle  \  and  having  no 
^right  te  question  the  veracity  of  the  following  statement,  it  amy 
with  justice  be  said,  that  the  fete  of  the  Victory  was  sealed  faf 
the  unpardonable  obstinacy  of  one  individual.  During  thetnue 
that  the  Victory  was  in  Victory  Harbour,  a  waloh  wma  kept 
night  and  day,  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  a  iook*ont  for  the  iee, 
the  thermometer,  and  other  minutia  belonging  to  the  ahipk  In 
consequence  of  the  wind  blowing  from  the  Bouth*wett,  it  wae 
the  opintoa  of  all  on  board,  that  the  ice  would  make  amove; 
'and  so  anxious  was  Mr.  Light  for  this  event,  that  he  conU 
scarceiy  get  a  wink  of  sleep,  but  turned  out  ef  bis  hammoek, 
/every  hour,  to  ascertain  the  state  of  the  iee.  At  d.o*ekick»  in 
*the  morning  of  the  1st  September,  Mr.  Light  went  on  deok,.asMi 
was  rejoiced  to  see  the  bay  clear  of  ice  :  nor  -  wms  there  angr 
to  be  seen  in  an  easterly  directioo,  for  the  distanoe  of  two  or 
three  miles.  Richard  Wall  at  that  time  had  tbe  watcbt  and 
Light  used  every  argument  to  peasuhde  Wall  to  infotm*  either 
Capt.  Ross  or  Comnmnder  Ross  of  the  cireumstanee.^  The 
refusal  of  Wall  to  convey  to  either  of  the  officers,  a*  pinos  of 
information  of.  such  vast  importance,   was   certainly  a   gross 
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diceliolifiB  qf  his  duty ;  but,  <m  th#  Dlhet  haad,  we cMAiat  wbollff 
exonerate  Mr.  Light  in  the  buaineM,  fer,  inateed  itf  turning  into 
Iu0  hni^meek,  on  reoelring  tbe  obstiiiate  refusal  of  Wall,  would 
it  bave  been  a  breadi  of  dieespline  on  bia  pait>  if»  in  a  matter^ 
on  %rhidit^  perbapn,  the  irmj  ^aoeesi  of  the  eapedition  depended, 
and  alaetlM^  existence  itself  of  the  whole  of  the  crew,  he  bad 
haaCened  te  eonveythe  information  of  what  he  had  observed,  to 
eitber  of  ..Uie  eoinattiadingeffiaers!  We,  howe^r,  confess,  that 
We  Are> perhaps  atgHiag  ia  the  dark^  not  being  fully  cognizant 
of  tbe  relative  situation,  in  which  Light  and  Wall  stood  towaids 
eaob  'ptbar ;  and  whether  tbe  former  would  not  in-  leality  have 
kid  bifisself  <^a  to  a  severe  repriniand,  in  interfering  in  a 
part  of  the  duty  of  the  «bip>  which  did  not  in  any  way  belong 
to  binfe  The  golden  opportunity  was,  however,  lost,  for,  before 
fiveo'dodc,  the  ice  came  running  into  the  bay  at  a  rapid  rate» 
The  starboard  bower  anchor  was  let  go,  and  all  hands  wme 
l«rned  ont  to  seeure  the  ship,  which  was  aceonplishedy  contfary 
to  tlsa  etpeetations  of  the  major  part  of  tbe  •  crew,  •    * 

On  the  td,  the  bay  was  full  of  iee.  In  the  offiag»  jt^be  m  ap^ 
peared»  accordingly  as  tbe  tide  flk>wed.  or  ebbed,  poith  #4  ¥'^^ 
By  font  o*oleak  p.  m.  the  bay  was  clear  of  ice*  tbe  wind  blowing 
imA  fiom.  the  north  to  north-west.  The  carpenter  was  eai* 
ployed  in  caulking  4he  whale  boat ;  tbe  remainder  of  t|ie  crew 
4n  picking  oakiun. 

At  3  o'<dock,  in  the  morning  of  thaSrd,  all  hands  were  tufned 
out  to  heave  the  ship  over  to  the  luwth,  as  where  she  than  4ay, 
her  keel  at  times  touched  the  ground.  At  sii:  o'clock^  Gom^ 
«Bander  Ress  went,,  with  a  boat's  crew,  to  examine  the  slate  ef 
tho  ice  in  the  passage;  and,  on  his  retumiiu  about  two  houfi, 
ref»erted;»  that  H  was  pretty  clear  of  ice,  hut  the  wind  waa  dead 
tomX  a^inst  them*  Towards  evening,  it  blew  a  tremendous 
^le  from  the  north,  on  whioh  the  yards  weiH»  pointed  to  the 
wind.  A  heavy  fall  of  snow  ensued,  which  csJns  driving  virith 
4ho  witvd,  with  syeh  violence,  that  it  was  impossible  for  t*e 
men  lo  stand  up:  agaiMst  it.  The  ice  also,  impelled  by  the  wind, 
ran  tepidly  to  the  soulhiwrd,  accompanied  with  a-roar,  whi^h. 
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at  midnight^  was  calculated  to  instil  the  feeling  of  terrof  and 
of  awe  into  the  stoutest  hearts 

The  4th,  being  Sunday,  the  duty  of  the  day  was  performed  a« 
usual,  after  which,  Commander  Ross  and  Mr.  McDiarmid  wevt 
over  the  hills  for  a  walk,  and  returned  at  haJf  past  six,  with  n 
hare  and  seven  grouse.  Having  the  telescope  with  them,  tbej 
were  able  to  distinguish  the  ice  far  to  the  northward,  denselj 
packed,  and  close  in  shore ;  and  it  was  similarly  situated  about 
the  harbour.  The  day  closed  with  a  heavy  Ml  of  snow,  and 
strong  gales  from  the  N.W.  by  W.  These  gales  continued  until 
noon  on  the  following  day,  when  the  weather  became  more  mo^ 
derate,  but  the  wind  still  hanging  to  the  northward,  whicb^  •■ 
concerned  the  Victory  in  getting  out  of  the  bay,  was  the  meal 
adverse  quarter  from  which  it  could  blow.  A  tide  pole  was  set, 
and  at  high  water  the  rise  was  found  to  be  six  feet. 

On  the  6th,  very  heavy  ice  was  setting  fast  into  the  bay  j  on 
which  every  hand  was  turned  out  to  secure  the  ship«  With 
great  diiBcuIty,  she  was  got  into  the  middle  of  the  harbour, 
where  she  received  the  heaviest  nip  that  had  be&llen  her,  during 
.  the  whole  of  the  voyage.  So  great  was  the  pressure,  that  aha 
efiteiBn€fd  nearly  keel  out,  and  never  righted  for  aeveralhoufs, 
during  which, it  was  apprehended,  every  moment,  that  aha 
would  fall  On  her  beam  ends.  After  the  most  strenuous  exertiona, 
the  ice  being  partially  cleared  away,  she  righted;  and  then 
with  t||ie  least  possible  delay,  was  got  to  the  bead  of  the 
bay,  and  moored  to  the  roeks,  and  to  a  berg.  The  rudder  waa 
-now  unshipped,  and  every  precaution  taken^  to  prevent  die 
Recurrence  of  a  similar  disaster,  on  which  perhaps  tha  vaij 
fate  of  the  vessel   depended. 

There  was  now  scarcely  a  night,  that  the  men  tamed  into  Iheir 
hammocks,  that  they  did  not  expect  to  ba  roueed  lima  their 
sleep ;  and  in  their  hearts  they  vented  their  impieeatioiM  againat 
the  individual,  by  whose  want  of  skill  and  good  BMoiageaMMl. 
the  ship  was  driven  into  her  present  position;  nor  dsdiha^aava 
of  the  men  turn  out  to  be  wholly  groundlesi^  in  ragaidtoi^ba 
provisions,  which  were  served  out  to  them ;  in  fcct>  some  pigrfr  mt 
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iheir  Cbod  was  more  fit  for  the  aged  and  decrepit  members  of  a 
vrorkhoosey  than  for  a  set  of  men,  whoso  strength  was  brought 
to  the  severest  trials,  and  which  required  to  be  suppeirted  by 
every  moans,  which  the  most  nutritious  aliment  could  produce. 
The  convicts  on  board  the  hulks,  are,  in  a  certain  degree,  better 
-fed  than  were  the  crew  of  the  Victory,  and  at  a  time,  when 
there  was  in  reality,  no  scarcity  of  provisions.  The  breakfast 
of  the  crew  throughout  the  winter,  was  as  follows,  their  bread 
was  served  out  to  them  once  a  week,  which  consisted  of  two 
loaves,  the  weight  of  which  was  about  Tibs,  these  loaves  were 
cut  into  21  pieces,  allowing  three  meals  a  day ;  so  that  for  break* 
"hsi,  each  man  had  only  5  ounces  of  bread,  and  rather  better 
than  a  pint  of  cocoa  without  sugar ;  and  this  meagre  slipslop 
idlowance  was  thought  sufficient  to  support  the  strength  of 
a  crew,  who  were  hourly  exposed  to  the  most  arduous  labor,  and 
to  a  continual  fatigue^  which  it  was  scarcely  possible  for.  the 
human  frame  to  support,  even  under  the  most  stimulating  and , 
strengthening  aliment. 

The  breakfast  in  the  cabin  was  rather  of  a  different  cjbaractef. 
The  officers  had  also,  cocoa  for  breakfast,  but  no  restriction  was 
plaeed  as  to  the  quantity  of  the  sugar  >  for  the  consuinption  of 
that  article,  for  four  days,  was  on  an  average  nine  pounds.  The 
cocoa  was»  however,  not  boiled  nor  steamed  with  that,  which 
was  to  be  served  out  to  the  ship's  company ;  for  a  pint  of  tie 
«abin  cocoa  would  make  a  quart,  in  regard  to  strength,  com« 
pared  to  the  company  s.  They  had,  also^  fur  breakfast,  eithei^ 
preserved  meats,  or  salt  pork  or  beef;  but  throughout  the  winter 
of  1831,  the  cabin  breakfast  fare  co  stst  *ff  of  dried  salmon^ 
wkicb,  with  a  tierce  of  salted  salmon,  lasted  nearly  the  ivhole 
of  the  winter;  and  one  of  the  dried  or  salted  salmon  was  worth 
a  dozen  of  those,  that  were  pickled,  and  packed  in  casks,  the 
greater  part  of  which,  were  quite  rotten;  but  if  perchance,  now 
andtbefl^  a  goiSfd  one  was  to  be  found,  it  was  immediately  de$« 
MmtA  frr  tlio  table  of  the  cabin  ;  independently  of  which,  ihere 
was  no  raetviction  plaieed  upon  the  officers,  in  regard  to  their 
oHowEMo^if  bread,  the  9(Tp{)ly  being  alirays  adequate  to  their 
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The  sttie  difference  existed  in  regard  to  the  dinners :  that  of 
the  creir,   coosisting  of  a  small  quantity  of  baiiej  soap,  vrith 
the  portion  of  bread  of  fire  ounces^  formerlj  alluded  to,  and  a 
piece  of  salt  pork  or  beef,  or  preserved  meat,  according  as  the 
day  came,  appointed  for  each  kind  of  meat.    On  those  dajs^ 
however,  when  fish  was  served  out  to  the  men,  they  had  no  meat 
at  all»  oil  which  account,  they  frequently  complained,  that  they 
were  as  hungry  after  their  dinner,  as  they  were  before  it.    The 
following  a  the  manner,  in  which  the  barley  broth  was  made ; 
and  some  idea  may  then  be  formed  of  the  degree  of  nntritron,' 
which  it  contained ;  at  all  events,  a  correct  judgment  may  be 
arrived  at,  whether  it  were  sufficient  to  keep  up  the  strength  of 
the  men,  without  some  other  additional  nutriment.  Three  pints  of 
barley  were  put  into  a  copper,  full  of  snow,  and  as  the  sttow 
melted,  a  further  supply  was  put  in,  untjl  a  sufficiency  of  water 
was  obtained.    On  the  water  coming  to  a  boil,  a  piece  of  salt 
beef  or  pork,  about  the  weight  of  four  pounds,  was  put  into  it; 
and  then  it  was  allowed  to  boil  for  three  or  four  hours ;  or,  until 
the  dinner  hour  of  the  crew,  which  was  13  oclock*    It  was 
then  served  out  to  every  man^  in  an  equal  proportion,  almost  to 
a  grain  of  barley,  and  this  meagre,  stinted  fare,  was  for  seven-t 
teen  men ! !    Their  supper  consisted  of  about  a  pint  of  oocoa» 
with  the  aforesaid  portion  of  bread.    In  several  instances,  the 
men  have  been  known  to  eat  their  weekly  portion  of  bread  ill 
two  days;  for  when  the  bread  was  served  out,  it  was  generalljT 
new,  and  the  men,  to  use  the  phrase  in  the  manuscript  before  tis^ 
did  not  then  know  when  to  knock  ofll    On  the  other  hand,  sottQ 
of  them  were  so  desirous  to  husband  their  scanty  allewancei 
through  the  week,  that  thej  frequently  exposed  their  loaf  .to  tfa^ 
frost,  in  order  that  it  might  get  so  hard,  that  it  could  only  b#  cut 
with  the  band-saw. 

Before  entering  into  s«ij  comments  on  this  tmly  (»ilpaU# 
iOrauct  of  Capt.  Ross  tosrards  his  me«,  from  whom  fasf 
expected  the  strength  of  a  Hercules,  and  the  power  of  a  Vulcaa^ 
it  may  be  curious  to  see  the  opposite  side  of  the  pietara,  iaf 
which,  he  himself  forms  the  most  prominent  chMr»Dterj  aa*^ 
seated  at  the  head  of  his  table  in  the  cabin,  and  casting-  • 
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gastronomic  eye  upon  the  savoury  dishes,  as  they' were  placed 
before  him,  by  the  steward.  The  first  coarse  consisted  of  a 
salmon^  fried  and  boiled ;  shrimp  sauce  was  not  much  relished 
at  the  table,  as  it  ^ve  rise  to  some  unpleasant  associations  coon 
nected  with  the  flesh  of  the  heads  of  Jlliotu  and  the  bear,  ou 
which  the  shrimps  were  still  feeding  at  no  great  distance  from 
them;  the  fish  having  disappeared,  with  the  exception  of  its 
ossified  parts,  which  generally  formed  one  of  the  perquisites 
of  old  Tom;  the  Scotch  question  was  generally  put,  by  Capt. 
Ross,  of  ^*  what  is  Latin  for  goose  V*  The  answer  is  always  sup- 
posed  to  be,  a  glass  of  the  best  Farintosh ;  but  in  default  of  that 
inspiring  beverage,  an  excellent  substitute  was  found  in  a  dram, 
of*'  my  friend  Booth's  best  cordial/' 

The  first  course  being  concluded,  a  salubrious  pause  ensued, 
and  whilst  yet  the  pungent  flavour  of  the  juniper,  hung  upon 
the  palate  of  tbe  oflicersi,  the  steward  entered,  bearing  before  hiai 
a  tureen  of  hare  soup,  or  in  defitult  of  the  carcass  of  that  animal 
being  on  board,  the  soup  was  made  of  pease,  of  barley  or  vegeta-* 
bles.  The  barley  soup,  being  in  comparison  to  that  served  put 
te  the  crew,  as  a  basin  of  arrow  root,  or  tapioca,  to  one  of  water 
gruel  or  nettle  broth.  After  the  soup  had  been  properly  amalga-. 
mated  with  the  salmon,  in  the  intestinal  receptacles  of  Capt.. 
Ross,  another  pause  took  place,  preparatory  to  the  introduction 
of  a  still  more  substantial  dish,  which  was  generally  a  pie,  made 
of  preserved  meats,  with  beef  or  pork,  and  preserved  vegetablee. 
Not  with  greater  delight  could  Capt.  Ross  make  an  incision  into 
his  favourite  national  compound  of  liver,  lights,  garlic,  and  oat- 
meal, yelep'd  a  haggis ;  and  immortalized  by  Barns,  by  the  title  of 
''the  chieftain  of  the  pudding  race,^  than  he  evinced,  when  mak-. 
ing  the  first  angular  cut  into  the  crust  of  the  savoury  pie.  Tb^ 
•team,  which  thence  issued  to  regale  his  odorat,  was  to  him  mote 
delightful,  than  even  the  steam,  which  issued  from  the  funnel 
of  his  engine;  and  brilliant  and  bright  was  the  fire  of  his  eyes^ 
when,  on  lifting  the  fafinaceoUs  covering,  the  internal  contents 
borst  tipon  his  virion,  swimming  in  their  highly  seasoned. 
medium  of  Gamblers  piquanii  gravy.  Not  yet,  hoifrevef ,  was  the 
repast  conpletii,  but  as  a  solid  superficial  covering  to  the  whoI»i 
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appeared,  «  baked  plum  pudding,  in  which,  the  fruit  abounded 
in  the  ratio  of  10  to  1,  when  compared  to  the  pudding,  which 
on  certain  holidays  was  made  for  the  men,  in  which  the  fruit 
appeared  to  be  on  such  bad  terms  with  eaoh  other,  that,  so  far 
from  courting  each  other^s  company,  they  seemed  resolved  to 
shew  themselves  at  the  utmost  possible  distance  from  each 
other;  or  they  might  be  compared  to  the  visits  of  the  angels 
to   this  worlds  very  few  and  far  between. 

Even  the  murkiest  night  has  now  and  then  a  star  to  break 
the  obscurity;  and  there  are  few  minds,  however  dull  and  stupid, 
which  do  not  now  and  then  exhibit  a  scintillation  of  intellectual 
power.    The  most  grave  and  saturnine  character  can  at  times 
put  on  a  smile,  and  a  flash  of  wit  may  at  some  particular  period, 
irradiate  even  the  mind  of  the  dull  and  posing  mathematician* 
From  these  abstract  truths  it  ceases  therefore  to  be  a  matter 
of  wonder,  that  a  pun  or  a  jest,  or  a  stroke  of  humour  now  and 
then  shot  forth  from  the  grave  and  gloomy  mind  of  Capt.  Ross ; 
and  at  no  period  was  that  phenomenon  more  likely  to  occur, 
than  after  he  had  satisfied  the  cravings  of  his  appetite,  by  a 
proportionate  admixture  of  salmon,  soup,  pie  and  pudding.     It 
is  true,  that  Johnson  has  declared,  that  his  mental  faculties  were 
never   more  obtuse  than  after  a  good  dinner ;  bat  non  magna 
eomvonere  parva,  which  means  that  the  man  is   a  simpleton, 
who  compares  great  things  with  small,  or  in  other  words,  John* 
son  with  Capt.  Ross;  and  therefore  whatever  might  have  been 
the  case  with  Johnson,  it  certainly  was  not  similarly  constituted 
with  Capt.  Ross.     Exempli  gratia.  Capt.  Ross  had  just  extri- 
cated from  the  slice  of  pudding  on  his  plate,  one  of  the  largest 
of  the  raisins,  when  turning  to  Mr.  Mc'Diarmid,  with  an  air  of 
great  self-satisfaclion,  holding  the  raisin  between   his  dexter 
finger  and  his  thumb,  he  inquired,  "  Whom  do  you  think  that  f 
now  resemble  ?*'  The  question  was  a  poser  to  the  doctor,  he  knew 
that  there  were  many  things  in  animate  life,  whom  his  woithy 
captain  resembled ;  biit  he  remembered  the  adage,  that  **  Truth 
was  not  to  be  told  at  all  times  :^  at  all  events,  he  did  not  foltovr 
the  example  of  the  sycophant  in  Hamlet,  and  declare,  that  he 
was  very  like  a  vrhale,  although    in  <m$  particular  t))e  lesem* 
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.blance  might  have  held  good.    Not  more  anxioaslj  could  that 
.paragon  of  bigoted  stupidity  and  intellectual  dulness^  the  dukft 
of  Gloucester,  await   the  answer  to  one  of  his  sapient  conun- 
drums from  his  toad-eater,  than  the  commander  of  the  Victory 
looked  to  Mr.  Mc'Diarmid  for  his  answer.  To  the  son  of  Escuia- 
pius  the  solution  of  the  problem  of  the  quadrature  of  the  circle 
would  perhaps  have  been  an  easier  task — "Do  you  give  it  upf 
exclaimed  the   captain.     "  I  could  compare    you,  with  great 
propriety,"  said  Mr.McDiarmid,  "  to  some  of  the  great  men  of 
antiquity,  and  even  of  modern  times ;  but  I  fear  I  should  shock 
your  well-known  sense  of  modesty."    ''Poohl'*'  exclaimed  Capt. 
Ross, "  you  need  not  go  so  far  back  as  Alexander  or  Confucius^ 
for  my  resemblance :  my  name  is  Jack,  is  it  not  I"    "  Certainly/' 
replied  Mr.  Mc'Diarmid.     "Then,"  said  Capt.  Ross,  "the  re- 
semblance is  two-fold — for  do  I   not  at  this  moment  resemble 
little  Jack  Horner  !  did  he  not  put  in  his  thumb,  and  pull  out  a 
plum — and  have  I  not  done  the  same  ?"    Capt.  Ross  burst  into 
a  loud  laugh,  and  so  did  the  remainder  of  the  officers — but,  in 
the  laugh  of  the  two  parties,  there  was  both  a  resemblance  and 
a  difference :  the  captain    laughed  at  himself,  and  the  officers 
laughed  at  him  ;  the  former  laughed  at  his  own  wit,  the  latter 
at  his  foolishness.     The  poet  laureat  of  the  Victory  did   not 
allow  this  circumstance  to   escape  him,  for,  on  turning  to  his 
album,  we  find  the  following  written  on  the  7th  of  September^ 
1831:^ 

The  great  Capt.  Ross, 
Both  haughty  and  cross. 

Was  eating  his  pudding  and  pie/ 
He  pat  in  his  thumb. 
And  polled  out  a  plum^ 
And  said  what  a  great  fool  am  I. 

We  may  perhaps  have^  given  to  this  anecdote  a  higher  degree 
ef  embellishment  than  its  merits  deserve ;  but  as  the  scene  ac- 
tually took  place  in  the  cabin  of  the  Victory^  it  may  stand  as 
illustrative  of 

The  fesM  of  reason  and  the  flow  of  soul, 

which  rendered  the  cabin  banquets  so  delightful  and  amusing 
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From  this  erratic  trip  into  the  regions  of  Fwcj,  w«  turn  to 
the  more  beaten  path  of  sober  reality^  in  which,  truth  niitii  iHi 
our  guide ;  and  >vhere^  If  we  do  at  times  ventare  tostray, 

TrooL  ^raTft  Co  gay,  from  lively  to  severe, 

we  are  drawn  back  by  the  genius  of  History,  to  a  more  strict 
and  rigid  performance  of  our  duty. 

The  dinner  in  the  cabin  of  the  Victory  is  nearly  closed  ;  and, 
with  the  unnecessary  adjunct  of  a  Stilton  cheese,  the  appetite  of 
all  may  be  said  to  be  appeased.  Seldom,  however,  was  the 
table  without  some  game,  animal  or  feathered  ;  for  although  the 
men  were  certainly,  in  the  majority  of  cases,  allowed  to  keep 
the  game  they  killed,  yet  it  was  very  seldom  that  they  could 
obtain  permission  to  leave  the  ship,  to  shoot  on  their  own  ac- 
count; and  when  the  leave  was  obtained,  it  was  generally  on  a 
Sunday,  a  day  on  which  Capt.  Parry  would  not  allow  a  gun  to 
be  fired.  Some  of  the  best  shots,  particularly  Abernethy  and 
Wall,  were  frequently  sent  on  a  shooting  expedition,  but  the  pro- 
duce was  destined  for  the  table  of  the  cabin;  although  it  is  not 
to  be  supposed,  that  they  produced  to  Capt.  Ross  all  the  game 
they  killed.  In  one  instance.  Wall  shot  at  one  fire  three  geese 
out  of  four :  two  of  them  certainly  found  their  way  to  the  cap- 
tain's table,  but  one  of  them  Was  privately  cooked  for  one  of  the 
messes;  although  it  was  found  necessary  to  have  it  dressed  on 
the  same  day  and  hour  as  Capt.  Ross^  goose,  from  a  fear  that 
the  smell  of  the  bird,  whilst  baking,  would  betray  to  him,  that 
the  men  had  at  times  other  iiire  to  live  upon  than  barley  broth 
and  cocoa. 

The  distinction  in  the  quality  of  the  daily  beverage  between 
the  men  and  the  officers,  was  also  not  less  striking.  Snow, 
melted  into  water,  is  not  at  anytime  constdctred  as  ooadncive 
to  health:  it  was,  however,  for  a  oonttderable pet io4,  the  iAJLj 
drink,  which  the  crew  of  (he  Victory  could  esjciy ;  whilit  Ibe 
officers  in  the  cabin  regaled  themselves  with  wine  twice  a  w«0k> 
and  the  intervening  days  with  snow  water  also-*bnt  then  it 
was  deprived  of  its  injurious  effiscts^  by  a  proportionate  quan* 
ti(y  of  the  product  of  the  Whitechapel  distillery. 
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M^fW  ail  farther  comments  are  snperllaoiis  on  this  truly 
itipDlilie  ooiiduct  en  the  part  of  Capt.  Ross,  which,  was  in  itself 
ooe  of  the  causes,  which  alienated  from  him  the  good  will  and 
sstsem  of  his  men,  and  rendered  them  actimlly  incapable  of 
performing  the  duties  of  the  ship,  with  that  energy  and  de- 
•psicb,  whiefa,  in  some  eases,  was  so  essentiallj  necessary.  No 
doubt  can  be  entertained,  that  it  became  the  commander  of  a 
tfaip,  and  particniarly  of  one,  under  the  trying  circumstances,  in 
which  the  Victory  was  placed,  to  husband  his  resources,  with 
the  utmost  spirit  of  economy ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  consider- 
ing the  desperate  situation  in  which  Capt.  Ross  found  himself; 
surrounded  by  the  gloomy  prospect  of  passing  another  dreadful 
winter  amongst  the  ice,  with  the  terrible  certainty  attached  to 
it,  that  on  the  approach  of  the  milder  season,  he  would  have  to 
abandon  his  shipi 

With  ths  world  before  fafn,  where  to  choose 
Hm  pHrae  of  rest,  and  Providence  bis  guide  ; 

it  ought  to  have  been  his  chief  study,  to  have  supported  tho 
spirits  of  his  men  by  every  means  in  his  power,  and  not  to  have 
ultowed  them  to  droop  from  causes,  which  he  could  so  easily  have 
remedied.     Tiie  fare  of  a  felon,  in  an  English  prion,  was   iji 
inatiy   respects  superior  to   that,  which  fell  to  the  lot  of  the 
crew  of  the  Victory  ;  and  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  system  of 
smuggling,  as  the  sailors  termed  it,  of  a  certain  portion  of  the 
:ame    and  other  animals,  particularly  some  parts  of  the  musk 
oxen,  that  were  killed,  it  is  a  question,  whether  the  strength 
of  the  men,  would  havel)een  so  maintained,  as  to  have  enabled 
them  to  perform  the  common  duties  of  the  ship.     Neither  com- 
plaint nor  remonstrance  appeared  to  have  any  effect  upon  the 
disposition  of  Capt,  Ross ;  in  vain  the  men  represented  to  him, 
that  the  fish,  especially  that,  which  was  preserved  in  vinegar, 
-wWLS  oot  fit  for  human  consumption  ;  at  all  events,  that  they  could 
not  satisfy  their  appetite  with  it,  as,  before  they  had  partaken 
muob  of  it,  it  occasioned  a  nausea,  and  in  some  cases  a  violent 
djsentcry;  this  mild   representation   was  not    met,  howeveri 
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^itb  that  attention,  which  it  deserved ;  Capt.  Ross  had  diallced 
'<eut  for  himself  a  certain  line  of  oonduct,  and  although  iutiwa 
^ciroumatances  might  tend  to  convince  him^  that  it  was  founded 
on  error  and  prejudice,  still  it  was  persevered  in^  with  a  most 
imaccountablo  apathy,  ae  if  self  alone  were  the  predominant 
principle,  before  which,  all  other  considerations  were  to  be  oon« 
sidered  as  amounting  toa  null. 

Comparisons  are  said  to  be  odious,  but  in  some  cases  thej  are 
productive  of  good  ;  for,  in  many  respects,  they  are  the  g^ide  to 
truth,  or,  at  ail  events,  to  the  better  representation  of  our  con- 
duct on  certain  points,  when  it  was  either  difficult  to  draw  a 
positive  line  of  action,  or,  that  the  judgment  itself  was  not  strong 
enough  to  determine  the  proper  distinction  between  the  circum- 
stances, by  which  that  aotion  is  to  be  regulated,  and  by  which 
the  justness  or  culpability  of  the  act  is  at  once  decided.     It  ia 
true,  that  many  men,  from  a  notion  of  false  pride,  disdain  to 
follow  in  the  track  of  others,  as  it  is  supposed  that  it  attadies 
to  them  a  littleness  and  insignificance  of  character,  which,  in  the* 
opinion  of  the  world,  are  apt  to  render  a  man  despicable  and 
contemptible.     Thus,  for  instance,  Capt.  Ross  might  have  const** 
dered  it  as  a  stain  upon  bis  general  character,  if  he  had  c«n« 
descended  to  follow  the  example  of  Capt.  Parry;  and  certainly  the 
former  could  not  have  been  ignorant  of  the  manner,  in  which  the 
latter  conducted  the  expedition,  of  which  he  bad  the  command,  in 
regard  to  the  particular  attention^  which  he  paid  to  the  health 
and  comfort  of  his  men,  as  well  as  the  extreme  liberality,  wbiob- 
he  always  evinced,  in  seconding  any  pursuit  or  plan,  by  which^ 
their  happiness  could  be  promoted :   nor  could  Capt.  Ross  be 
ignorant  that  there  were  several  on  board  the  Victory,  who  had 
sailed  with  Capt.   Parry,  on  almost  all  his   expeditions,   and 
therefore  it  was  most  natural  for  them  to  institute  a  comparison 
of  the  two  modes  of  treatment  adopted  by  their  former  and 
their  present  commander,  and  the  question  then  becomes  net  of 
difficult  solution,  as  to  which  of  the  two  would  preponderale  in 
the  Rcale  of  their  estimation. 

There  is,   however,  another  circumstanoe,  wluch  placea  the 
conduct  of  Cnpt.  Ross,  in  a  still  more  extraordinary  lighu     It 
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inudt  t>e  admittedly  thdit  he  had  a  moBi  diBbQarteniiig  ptospaet 
'^fore  him,  and  sufficient  almost  to  harrow  op  the  enefgies  of 
any  man,  who  is  not  cast  in  the  mould  of  a  Napote^Hi,  or  a  Maico 
Polo.    It  was  evident  to  all  the  crew,  and  consequently  it  is  not 
to  be  supposed,  that  Capt.  Ross  was  the  only  person  on  board, 
who  was  ill-informed  on  the  subject,  that  they  never  should  be 
able  to  get  the  ship  out  of  the  harbour,  in  which  she  then  lay ; 
and  consequently,  that  on  abandoning  the  vessel,  a  great  part  of 
the  provisions,  which  were  of  a  bulky  nature,  must  of  necessity 
be  left  behind.     So  convinced  were  the  crew  of  this  fact,  that 
in  regard  to  themselves,  they  knew  that  they  should  have  to  leave 
all  their  apparel  behind  them,  and,  therefore,  in  anticipation  of 
that  event  y  they  employed  themselves  in  cutting  up  their  clothes, 
to  make  out  of  them  the  best  suit  they  could  for  travelling;  and 
so   busy  were  the  sailors  in  this   occupation,  that  their  berths 
might  be  compared  to  a  tailor's  shop,  although  they  had  just 
reason  to  complain,  that  a  goose  was  seldom  to  be  found  in  them. 
Consistently   with  this  principle,  Capt.  Ross  must   also  have 
known,  that  in  the  manner,  in  which  they  would  be  obliged  to 
-travel,  he  must  necessarily  leave  a  great  part  of  his  provisions  in 
the  ship,  and  this  turned  out  eventually  to  be  the  case.     Then,  as 
the  abandonment  of  the  ship  was  reduced  almost  to  a  certainty, 
the  niggard'ly  manner,  in  which  the  provisions  were  doled  out« 
which  formed  a  part,  that  would  have  to  be  left  behind,  appeared 
to  the  crew,  as  an  act  of  perverseness,  which  they  attributed 
to  a  characteristic  infirmity  of  the  individual,  of  which  unfortu- 
nately they  were  destined  to  be  the  victims. 

We  speak  it  advisedly,  that  on  the  return  of  the  crew  to  their 
fiative  country,  one  of  the  chief  causes  of  their  complaints,  was^ 
the  treatment  which  they  received,  in  regard  to  their  food.  The 
country  itself,  in  which  they  wintered,  particularly  in  the  year 
I68i,  was  by  no  means  destitute  of  those  birds  and  animals, 
freno  which  the  sailors,  had  they  been  permitted,  could  have 
procured  for  themselves,  an  ample  supply  of  good  and  whole- 
aome  provisions :  grouse  and  hares,  if  not  in  actual  abundance, 
y^erw  still  so  plentiful,  that  a  tolerable  sportsman  was  able  to 
bring  home  two  or  three  brace  of  the  former,  and  a  couple  of 
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tlM  hHUr ;  iti  fiict,  in  tahnj  instaDces,  the  officers  have  brougtil 
IfoiiM  icMr  brace  of  grouse,  and  a  leash  of  hares;  but«  altboagh 
the  gfame  law*  were  not  actnally  introduced  into  the  country^ 
Ihm  whole  ef  it  was  a  kind  of  pteMrve»  in  which  only  a  few 
particular  inditiduals  were  allowed  to  sport ;  and  if,  now  aD4 
timt,  ieate  wsfe  granted  to  an  unqualified  person,  to  sport  over 
the  numot,  ll  WAS  under  the  restriction,  that,  like  the  hired 
game-keeper,  the  whole  of  the  game,  that  was  killed,  was  to  be 
brought  to  <he  indiTidual,  who,  as  the  representative  of  the 
monarch,  that,  by  some  precious  instance  of  good  fortune,  had 
lately  had  so  valuable  a  territory  annexed  to  his  dominions,  was, 
until  the  will  of  the  said  monarch  be  further  known,  justly 
entitled  to  receive  all  the  produce  of  the  country,  no  matter 
where,  nor  by  whom  it  was  obtained* 

It  was,  perhaps,  no  bad  stroke  of  policy,  on  the  part  of  Capt 
Ross,  to  impress  upon  the  minds  of  the  poor  benighted  natives, 
the  belief,  that  the  propriatorsbip  of  all  the  seals  and  walmses 
^as  vested  in  him,  and  that  they  were  so  fttr  under  his  controul, 
that  not  one  of  them  conld  be  killed,  unless  his  will  ordained 
it.  Acting  under  this  false  impression,  the  natives  sometimes 
brought  a  seal  to  the  ship,  as  if  it  were  nothing  more,  than  deli- 
vering tip  the  property  to  the  rightful  owner;  and  by  those 
means,  a  regular  supply  of  food  was  obtained  for  the  dogs,  with* 
out  which,  it  would  have  been  difficult  to  keep  them  alive,  or  to 
maintain  them  in  such  a  condition,  as  to  enable  them  to  draw 
the  sledges.  This  very  circumstance  was,  however,  frequently 
seized  upon  by  the  crew,  as  the  basis  of  the  comparison  be- 
tween themselves  and  the  brutes :  for  if  it  could  not  be  expect- 
ed of  the  latter,  that  they  could  perform  the  labor  imposed 
upon  them,  if  not  properly  fed,  how  mudi  less  could  it  be  ex- 
pected of  them,  if  they  were  fed  ott  such  weak  insipid  food,  as 
cocoa  and  barley  broth,  the  nutrition  of  which,  particularly  the 
latter,  consisted  in  the  insignificant  quantity  of  gluten,  which 
could  be  extracted  from  three  pints  of  barley,  and  the  jniees 
which  could  be  drawn  by  decoction,  from  3  or  4  pounds  of 
salted  beef  or  pork.  There  is,  however,  always  a  great  uncer- 
tainty existing  as  to  the  time,  when  the  conseqaenees  of  faunsan 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


lAtT  vovias  or  CAvf.nctY.  Ml 

Mtioo*  begiA  to  dUpUy  tbeniselret ;  and  mM/  (ti^re  i^rd,  fiAM 
UImIj  flatter  tbemselvest  that  beeause  tboie  eetiMqueftees  <M 
not  immediaialj  shew  tlitaiaehres,  tkej  staad  for  ever  exempt 
frem  them.  Thus,  Capt*  Ross  sitvr  eel  any  partimilar  ojonse* 
^«ences  resulting;  tnnnediately  from  the  ffstem  ef  diet,  to  erUeb 
Us  men  were  restricted,  but  a  short  time  v^il  perhsps  show  hfan, 
that  his  calculations  were  built  on  false  prioeipTes,  and  hit 
conduct,  the  result  e(  a  weak  and  partial  jui^prnetit. 

It  was  nearly  dark,  on  the  e? ening  of  the  7th  fileptember,  tha< 
a  pwrty  of  Esquimauji,  belon^tlg  to  the  family  ef  Tuluaoh,  came 
to  the  ship>  complwitng  much  of  the  want  of  provisions,  ^fcli 
appeared  rather  strange  to  the  officers,  when  it  was  well  knowfl 
*o  them,  that  their  stow^-hules  were  fuli  of  Ish,  and  pethapii 
better  filled,  than  ever  they  experienoed  befcre,  on  account  ot 
the  great  number  of  fish,  that  had  been  given  to  thein,  on  the 
different  fishing  parties,  which  Ae  men  belonging  te  the  Victory 
could  not  bring  away  with  them.  It  appeared,  howet er,  flroitf 
the  statement  of  these  people,  that  each  season  has  its  appointed 
kind  of  foodi  in  the  same  manner,  cts  distinguishes  more  favored 
countries.  In  the  summer,  they  generally  resort  to  their  jstow^ 
holes,  when  their  principal  diet  b  fish,  as  the  seals  have  thed 
migrated  to  other  quarters;  about  the  month  of  September, 
however,  the  seals  begin  to  make  their  appearance,  but  as  yet, 
very  few  had  been  seen.  Three  or  four  had  been  shot  by  the 
officersi  and  by  some  of  the  crew^  particularly  Abernethy ;  and 
as  this  circumstance  had  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  native^ 
on  their  previous  visit,  they  now  presented  themeelves  before  thd 
great  Angekok  to  pray  bis  interference  with  the  seals,  le  force 
them  to  appear  in  greater  numbers.  They  had  applied  to  their 
own  Angekoky  and  ke  bad  accordingly^  paid  a  visit  to  tiie  spirit, 
who,  in  the  lower  regions,  holds  dominion  over  the  seals,  and  a 
terrible  conflict,  according  to  tbe  represenUiion  of  tlher  Angekdkp 
had  taken  place  between  them.  In  the  end,  however,  the  ^reaf 
spirit  was  obliged  to  succumb  to  his  superior  proweM,  and  a 
promise  was  given^  that  the  seals  should  be  ost  atf  I  ibeitf,  Fdf 
some  reason,  however,  which  they  could  not  emdtly   ditril^i 
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(ulthough  thfey  had  (heir  sQspiciond  on  the  stibject,)  the  grert 
spirit  hadfailed  in  keeping  his  promise — ^the  seals  were  still  kept 
from  visiting  the  upper  world,  and  the  consequence  of  whIcK 
was,  that  unless  the  spirit  below,  could  bj  some  means  be 
brought  to  his  senses,  and  forced  to  forego  his  hold  upon  the 
seals,  the  whole  of  the  tribe  would  be  reduced-  to  starvation: 
Under  this  pressing  exigency,  to  whom  could  they  apply,  wittt 
the  greater  hope  of  averting  so  great  a  calamity,  than  to  the 
mighty  Angekok  on  board  **  the  great  house,**  as  the  Victory  was 
termed?  for  they  were  thoroughly  convinced,  that  he  had  U  ill 
his  power,  to  give  the-  refractory  spirit  below,  such  a  hearty 
drubbing,  that  he  would  be  glad  to  relinquish  his  dominion,  not 
only  over  the  seals,  but  also,  over  all  the  other  animals,  which 
bad  thrown  themselves  under  his  protection. 

When  an  individual  has  once  succeeded  in  impressing  upon 

the  mind  of  another,  a  sense  of  his  superior  dignity  and  import* 

tnce,  it  becomes  him  to  be  very  circumspect  in  adopting  any 

lino  of  conduct,  by  which,  he  might  so  far  commit   himself,  ai 

to  excite  a  suspicion,  that  his  dignity  and  importance  had,  in 

reality,  as  much  substantiality  in  them,  as  the  foam  on  the  top 

of  the  billow,  or  the  mist  on  the  summit  of  the  mountain*    Jo- 

hanna    Southcott   succeeded  in  persuading  a  set  of  fools  and 

idiots,  that  she  was  pregnant  with  young  Sbiloh.    Mr*  O'Connelt 

has  succeeded  in  convincing  the  people  of  Ireland,  that  he  was 

certainly  sent  amongst  them,  by  St.  Paul,  St.  Peter,  or  St.Patrictt, 

to  frighten  my  lords  Althorpe  and  Brougham  into  fits,  with  the 

power,  that  he  possesses  over  two  millions  of  the  *'  finest  potato, 

fed  pisantry'*  in  the  world ;  and  Cnpt.  Ross  has  succeeded  in 

convincing  the  committee  of  the  House  of  Commons,  that  the 

benefits  which  science  and  navigation  have  derived  from  his  last 

voyage,  justly   entitle  him  to    £5000  from  the   public  purse. 

Now  it  is  not  to  be  supposed,  that  any  one  ofthistriumvirate  (If  in 

regard  to  the  first-mentioned  personage,  the  iricism  be  allowed  us) 

would  commit  a  single  action,  by  which  their  dupes  could  be 

disabused  of  the  dpinion,  which  they  had  formed,  although  some 

certain  suspicions  will  at    imes  intrude  themselves  upon  our 
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^cUcef  tlmt,  when  th<)  voya^  of  Captain  Ross,  as  written  bj 
bimself^  makes  its  appearance,  some  of  the  members  of  the  afore«» 
saitl  committee  will  look  at  each  other,  with  a  sheepish  stare  of 
wonder  and  astonishment. 

Judging  from  the  foregoing  cases,  we  roaj  be  warranted  m 
drawing  the  concliision,  that  Cupt.  Ross  would  not  commit -a 
nogle  action,  which  conld  tend  to  alter  the  opinion,  which  the 
natives  had  imbibed,  touching  bis  supernatural  powers,  and 
ibe  cooaequent  controul,  which  he  held  over  the  animals  in  thei^ 
aabmarine  residences.  He  was,  however,  placed  iif  a  very  tick- 
liah  situation ;  for,  if  he  proceeded  to  put  his  supernatural  powers 
Into  ftctionj  the  chances  were  greatly  against  him,  that  ond 
additional  seal  would  come  out  of  its  hole,  to  be  run  through  the 
body  by  a  spear,  or  to  have  a  bullet  shot  through  its  head,  and 
ibaa  bis  influence,  as  a  mighty  Angekok  was,  like  Wolsey'ii 
grealness,  gone  for  ever.  On  the  other  hand,  if  he  did  not  puf 
l^is  supernatural  powers  into  action,  he  would  appear  in  the  eyes 
of  the  natives,  as  the  instrument  of  their  starvation ;  for,  although 
-be  might  not  be  the  immediate  cause,  yet  if  he  had  it  in  his 
power  to  prevent  it,  and  refused  to  do  it,  he  was  directly  aa 
accessory  to  all  the  sufferings  they  might  endure,  and  eventually 
pefhaps  to  their  very  death.  This  is  a  striking  proof  of  thd 
jgreat  danger,  which  a  man  runs,  in  taking  upon  himself  k 
character,  which  does  not  belong  to  bim,  or  the  duties  of  which 
he  is  unable  to  perform. 

If  Capt.  Ross  had  confined  himself  in  his  official  capacity,  as 
the  commander  of  the  Victory,  to  the  nautical  affairs  of  his  ship, 
and  to  the  great  object  of  his  expedition,  and  left  Angekoking 
to  those,  who  were  deeper  initiated  in  its  mysteries,  it  amounts 
/almost  to  a  certainty,  that  be  would  not  have  found  himself  in 
th»  strange  dilemma,  in  which  he  was  now  placed.  It  is, 
however,  the  characteristic  of  superior  minds,  to  emancipate 
themselves  from  an  embarrassment,  with  a  certain  tact  and 
readiness,  which  the  ignoble  mind  can  never  reach :  the  dolt 
will  let  an  opportunity  pass,  which  the  individual,  whose  mind 
\»  upon  the  alert,  will   greedily  seize  upon,  and   which  may 
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fttifWt^ly  >•  iImi  mmm  U  catfyii^  him  t^Miif h  bis  4iAMltf; 


.^  The  actives  »«re  Iborotighly  eoiifiM«d,  that  the  teak  waM 
usder  the  dominion  of  Capt.  Rois ;  on  the  elhe»  hend,  Oftfl. 
Kota  wae  thorwKhlp  ^eatipeed,  that  the  eooviotieii  of  the  nelives 
WfA  decid^ly  faU^a  •evUrtbeless,  H  iraa  pelHee  in  huni  for  ymj 
xpgtnt  r?a^w»>  to  wSnr  them  to  teiwuin  in  tiieir  ^nbw,  ni, 
l^refpre,  he  tmdeftAok,  that  if  they  woiM  pay  a  riait  tt^«l» 
fhjpi  f^ftor  a  «e«i&,  be  would  take  oate  that  a  eoal  thpirid  he  in 
Xi^^ii^W(  for  then.  Fotinnately  for  €apt.  RMa»  two  eeala  bad 
t^pw  hrougbt  to  the  abip,  oh  the  pveeedtsg  day,  whieh  were  nm 
ye(  eikinnedj  and,  therefore,  the  fkUilmeBil  of  hie  proniee  did 
l^t  depend  upon  the  coatingeney  of  being  able  to  kill  t)iie» 
jui^ef  d>  if  be  had  not  been  swayed  hf  >a  pariiciiiar  motive^  Nr 
wAi  h«.ve  given  them  the  teal  at  thatmeniMit,  but  the  delay 
WHf  diepigo^dly  isoeght  for,  in  order  to  oonfirm  the  natives  ift 
tbeir  b^i^  ^f  hi»  tupeTnatiiral  powefa,  and  that  the  ae^uMkie^ 
fif  #  A^al  £^t  itny  time,  depended  aaerely  jopon  hie  wHt. 

J[t|  ii)9st  noU  boweTer,  he  enpfnaed,  thai  the  aflemnptlen  of 
^  jc^^rapier  pf  the  mighty  Angnkok,  on  the  pairt  ^ef  Capt.  fton^ 
¥i|ia  int^lid^  xnerety  to  refor  io  the  dominion  oeer  the  luaritae 
aiiiii|9^1^i  but  he  fottod  it  to  be  his  interest,  ehet  the  aattvee 
fhpuld  epterlain  tb$  belief  of  his  supernatural  powers,  its  li 
ijras  the  mean^  of  preventing  many  tbefu,  whieh  woaM  other- 
wise have  been  committed,  on  the  ground  that  the  power  wee 
rested  in  hiai  of  disrOv^ring  the  thief,  and  of  foteing  him  to 
the  restitii^ioQ  of  the  4lole|i  property,  with  «be  imSMdutfle  infliet^ 
ion  of  the  pqnisboient  nmexed  to  the  conuaissioa  of  so  Menons 
en  offence. 

In  regard  tp  tbe  feelings,  whsoh  appeared  at  this  time  U 
predominate  in  the  minds  of  the  effieera  and  the  craw,  thej 
could  only  be  distieguish^  by  a  general  effMbtlnoii  of  despm* 
dency,  and  a  eoimparatiire  retavalrion  in  those  DMasm^s.  wMeb 
had  an  iq^metdi^te  refeiwoe  to  the  ebiteot  of  the  ezpedKtloii. 
Their  actions  chiefly  related,  not  so  much  as  by  what  meatti 
tbey  were  to  proceed  on  their  voyage^  but  in  what  manner,  and 
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$1  wiiM  tiito  lii«]r  wiwld  be  ^ble  to  oenoieiie^  Ht^it  r^vtii; 

which    wa«,   in  lUelf,  EtteiHled  wilh  «  certemiy  of  Mi«flirg 

mBd  ptrntHfto,  Miffcieai  te  appal  the  stoutoit  h«ait,  for/thBtit 

Mold  be  MCOBif^iriied  without  the  nacriioe  of  life,  wa9  too  efear 

to  mitmi  tit  the  alif^hlett  doabt.    Thehr  hope  of  BalTatlon  from  a 

«teath  of  aatnal  buagen  rested  on  a  very  uaoertaia  foundation ; 

|nr»  aUbougb  thejF  had  left  a  quantity  of  profirions  at  Fury 

j|f»ah,  edBcieBi  te  maantaiii  them  for  a  few  months,  yet  the 

fireiWbUity  waa  gteat,  that  the  stores  might  have  been  dist- 

'oeeered  by  ^tt  aaiiees,  and  cairied  away ;  or,  that  if  they  were 

.•atiU  im  dM  beadhy.  it  beeame  a  question  whether  they  would  he 

ioiuid  in  aueii  a  eoadition,  that  they  eould  be  made  any  use  of, 

^  ariidea  of  food.    Wiiea  the  stores  were  discovered*  on  the 

toaab#  i«  i9S9,  they  had  been  there  about  four  years,  it  would 

mH  beimtil  the  mummr  ef  ISSSL,  that  they  Would  be  enabled  ib 

reach  iba  beaeh  again;  and  alber  an  interral  of  nearly  thre^ 

fmnh  hi  addttiun  to  the  pievieus  four  years,  it  could  not  be 

OjBpected  thai  tlie  steeee  0Q«ki  be  found  in  very  good  conditioij. 

Tbeia  was,  howwver,  one  csrcanrtaiicey  which  inspired  them 

with  the  hope,  thai  the  stoves  would  still  be  fit  for  consumption, 

and  thai  waa,  that  they  had  on  board  the  Victory,  some  of  the 

ataree»  which  they  had  brought  from  Fury  Beach,  particularly 

prasemed  maats  and  vegetables,  which  were  nearly  in  as  good 

ooadition,  as  when  they  wete  shipped  in  England ;  and  as  it 

waa  te  be  eapeated,  that  they  would  be  deeply  buried  in  the 

§m6mt  fiom  a  three  jFoare  accumulation  of  it,  little  doubt  then 

Misled,  that  thsdr  oonditkm  would  be  good  and  wholesome. 

It  became  wA  last  a  settled  point  with  the  men,  that  they  h«L^ 
reaebed  the  exteal  of  their  voyage  to  the  westward,  and  deep 
and  aariowi  were  llie  eempfoiutSy  which  were  uttered,  for  the 
total  went  ef  sbtll  and  judgment,  which  had  been  evinced  in 
piasiag  the  ViotOfy  in  eo  perilous  and  unfavorable  a  position. 
On  Iha  avaniag  ef  Mie  7th  September,  one  of  tho  men  went 
to  the  top  of  the  nearest  hill,  and,  ou  his  return,  he  reported 
that  the  iee  appeared  lo  be  setting  into  the  bay,  but  that  to  the 
westward,  the  aea  was  clear  of  ice  as  Air  as  the  eye  could  reach. 
It  was. under  thtee  circumstances,  that  the  erew  felt  the  miser7 
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f^  their  situraliw ;  the  prospect  before  them  wa«  good  »nd  cheef^ 
ing.  but  the  vessel-  was  as  firmly  bouDcl,  as  tf  she  bad  lieen 
/wedged  in  with  iron.  It  was  suggested  by  Cdmrnander  Rosis, 
whether  it  were  not  practicable  to  cut  a  groove  or  canal  through 
the  ice,  sufficiently  large  to  allow  of  the  pa8.«age  of  the  uhlp, 
and  it  was  generally  believed  on  board,  that  if  the  command 
had  been  vested  in  that  officer,  the  experiment  would  have  been 
tried ;  at  all  events,  that  some  plan  would  have  been  put  in 
operation,  by  which  the  Victery  could  have  been  got  into  the 
open  sea.  The  extraordinary  and  sudden  variation  of  the  wind 
.at  this  time,  was  also  a  great  impediment  to  the  execution  of 
any  scheme,  which  had  for  its  design  the  liberation  of  the  ship; 
for,  if  it  blew  from  a  fiivorable  quarter  in  the  morning,  in  tlio 
evening  it  blew  from  a  wholly  opposite  one,  hanging  also  cbieltf 
Xo  the  northward,  which,  although  favourable  for  clearing  tho 
bay  of  ice,  was  directly  against  the  sailing  of  the  ship^. 
^  It  was,  however,  evident  to  Commander  Ross,  thttt  as  the 
situation  of  the  Victory  was  desperate,  some  raeana  of  the  same 
^nature  ought  to  be  employed  to  remedy  tlie  evil ;  but  there  was 
always  a  counteracting  power  existing,  to  render  abortive  any 
^^lans,  which  he  might  propose,  and  to  throw  those  obstacles  ift 
the  way  of  their  execution,  which  rendered  him  at  last,  in  a 
certain  degree,  indifferent  to  their  situation,  and  careless  about 
the  adoption  of  any  of  the  measures,  which  were  at  times  pro* 
jposed,  for  effecting  the  liberation  of  the  ship.  The  report  of 
the  man,  who  had  been  sent  on  the  evening  of  the  7th,  was 
considered  to  be  so  favorable,  that  Commander  Roes  determined, 
on  the  following  day,  to  take  a  personal  survey  of  the  position 
of  the  ice,  and  if  the  sea  to  the  westward  were  clear  of 'ice,  it 
was  his  intention  to  attempt  to  reach  it  in  a  boat^  and  arrive  at 
once  at  the  knowledge  of  the  existence  of  a  western  passage; 
or  whether,  as  it  had  been  hitherto  conjectured,  they  were  in 
reality  entangled  amidst  a  number  of  bays  and  islands,  which 
were  bounded  to  the  westward  by  the  main  land. 
I  Early  on  the  morning  of  the  8th,  Commander  Ross,  accom- 
panied by  Mr.  McT)iarmid,  set  out  upon  their  expedition.  They 
had  scarcely  lost  sight  of  the  ship^  when  turning  suddenly  roniid 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


•^.  ejoiimmee,  tho  acclivity  of  which  was  so  steep,  that  they 
^^i^ld  not  climb  it,  to  their  great  surprise  they  beheld  at  somd 
4li8tance  two  of  the  natiyes,  who  appeared  ta  be  busily  employed 
ja  making^  a  hole  in  the  snow,  but  for  whaft  particular  purpose 
they  could  not  conjecture.  It  was  generally  believed  on  board 
the  Victory,  that  the  natives  had  emigrated  from  that  part  of 
the  country,  they  having  been  last  seen  on  their  way  from  thehr 
ioopiks  to  Nichilli ;  and,  therefore,  the  cause  of  their  sudden 
appearance,  and  in  so  small  a  number^  as  well  as  in  a  quarter 
where  there  was  scarcely  any  thing  to  invite  them,  excited 
greatly  the  curiosity  of  the  two  officers,  and  they  resolved  to 
watch  their  motions,  as  the  result  might  lead  them  to  a  further 
Icnowledge  of  some  of  the  habits  of  these  semi-savciges,  whose 
,^neral  character,  as  the  acquaintance  increased,  by  no  means 
rose  in  the  estimation  of  those,  who  had  any  dealings  with 
them.  t 

The  natives  were  seen  to  cut  out  several  large  slabs  of  snow, 
and  having  penetrated  almost  to  the  ground,  they  were  observed 
Ao  throw  something  into  the  hole,  and  then  to  place  the  slabs 
of  snow  over  it,  stamping  them  down  with  their  feet,  and  con- 
tinning  this  process,  until  all  the  slabs  were  replaced,  after 
which,  having  well  stamped  upon  the  whole,  they  left  the  place, 
directing  their  route  towards  Nichilli, 

It  was  a  question  now  between  the  officers,  whether  they 
should  hasten  after  the  natives,  and  ask  from  them  an  explana« 
tioB  of  their  sudden  visit  to  this  particular  part  of  the  country; 
or,  whether  they  should  allow  them  to  proceed  on  their  way 
.unmolested,  and  then  examine  the  place,  in  which  they  had 
bidden  either  some  of  their  food  or  their  treasures.  As  to  any 
personal  acquaintance  with  them,  there  was  little  to  be  gained 
or  expected  from  them ;  and  were  they  to  come  to  the  know^ 
ledge  of  their  motions  having  been  watched^  they  imight  perhaps 
lidopt  S|ich  measures  as  to  frustrate  the  discovery  of  the  actual 
business,  on  which  tliey  had  been  employed  They,  therefore^ 
determined  to  allow  the  natives  to  pursue  their  course,  without 
any  intimation  of  their  having  been  seen :  but  unluckily,  at 
f bU  time,  a  rovey  of  erouse  rose  at  a  short  distance  from  Mn 
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IfeflHftnmd,  who*  v«ry  property  conftidering  that  a  brace  '2f 
groHflB  wo«ld  be  more  aiiiieptable  than  the  krtowtedge  df  pef- 
iMfi  tome  trivial  j|t  comMitted  by  k  bratie  of  Esquimaux,  6reil 
hae  gn,  oA  which  fte  E^uimaux  suddenly  stopped ;  but,  iti«te4d 
«C  ahofvriikg  any  dispoaitiot)  to  form  an  acquaintance  with  the 
•Hmgera,  they  took  to  th^it  heela,  and  ran  oil' with  all  the  et- 
pefitiea,  thet  th^  cMnberaome  habiliments  w6uld  allow  them. 
Ibivifl^  gained  ton^  distance,  they  stopped,  apparently  for  the 
porpoie  of  watching  the  motions  of  the  officers,  when,  on  seeing^ 
.that  they  w^re  AOt  ptitsued,  they  walked  on  at  a  slower  raie, 
imd  weier  sooft  out  of  sight. 

'  Cottimander  Ruas,  beingf  aware  that  a  deep  and  low  cuntiing 
-was  ene  of  the  Charcictetisties  of  these  people,  proposed  to  Mf . 
Me*Diannid,  that  they  should  defer  tisiting  the  place  when 
ihe  Esqaittiaux  hdd  lately  busied  thetnseWes,  until  theit  return 
to  the  ship ;  for  it  was  not  improbable,  that  the  Esqmmaux 
mtglit,  froiii  Some  eminence,  b^  watching  tfieir  motions ;  and  so 
■Iroag  was  their  curiosity  excUed,  to  become  acquainted  with 
ihm  nfottye  of  this  hite-  mysterious  cotiduct  of  the  natives,  that 
•tbay^ketentiihed  liot  to  commit  any  action,  which,  if  they  were 
*!«mteh#d,  could  lead  to  th^  suspicion  on  the  part  of  the  natlTeS, 
,thai  they  had  been  detected  in  their  proceedings. 

The  two  officers  therefore  proceeded  to  the  place  of  their  de^ 
itnatieii,  which  was  a  high  hill  to  the  soufh«-ea$t  of  the  b&y  where 
the  Victory  then  lay«  From  this  eminende  they  had  an  uninter- 
mpted  view  to  the  westivard,  and  also  to  (he  northward  of  Vic- 
toiy  Herbewr,  and  puitfctilarly  of  that  part  of  it,  through  which 
the  ship  would  have  to  eff^t  a  passage,  io  enable  her  to  get 
tnto  the  ope»  sea  to  the  westward.  Sad  and  disheartenlitg  how- 
ever w»  the  pt^ospMt,  v^htch  here  presented  itself,  tfa^  whole  line 
4tf  the  coast  was  edwplefely  blocked  up  with  ice,  and  at  the  en- 
traoce  dftbe  bay,  berg  seemed  to  he  piled  upoti  berg;  dsif  fdf^ 
had  tonspired  to  plvee  (he  gteatest  accuihnlatiom(  6t  icfe  iti  tlrdt 
^a#tioa&ar  plaee  where  they  Were  the  least  wished  fof.  Td  a<M 
t0  the  gloom  and  mUery,  whidi  this  prospect  befd  forth,  the  iifk 
te  the  westward  wasootbplefely  clear  of  ice,  and  the  ^y  6f  iXtti 
4^k  Uue  cohtiir,  Which  in  those  latitudes  indicates  the  eii^tl 
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euce  of  open  water.  The  pruspkect  to  CommMderBoswo^ 
one  of  complete  tantalization< — ^he  could  see  at  a  diatanee^iq 
very  object,  which  be  wished  to  reach,  it  was,  cpmpjaralirely 
speaking,  almost  within  his  grasp,  and  yet  the  imposstbtlity 
stood  manifest  before  him,  that  he  never  could  arrive  at  th^en^ 
joyment  of  it  Deeply  in  his  heart  then  did  he  blame  the  in« 
fatuated  obstinacy  of  the  individual  who.  in  despite  of  all  advice, 
and  remonstrance,  and  in  defiance  of  the  common  principle? 
of  nautical  science,  could  wilfully  throw  away  every  chance  of 
succeeding  in  the  object  which  he  had  in  view,. and  exposing;: 
those,  who  were  under  him,  to  a  series  of  privations  and  suffer* 
ings,  which  could  scarcely  be  paralleled  in  the  most  disastrpij!> 
voyages,  which  are  recorded  in  our  maritime  annals.  With  the 
knowledge  of  the  fact,  that  the  closer  a  ship  is  in  shore,,  tho 
greater  is  the  danger  of  being  surroimded,  and  eventually  jauN 
med  up  with  the  ice,  it  appeared  most  unaccountable  to  the 
n^ajority  on  board,  and  to  no  one  perhaps  niore  so  than  to 
Commander  Ross  himself,  that  Capt.  Ross  should  have  persisted 
in  keeping  the  Victory  some  times  so  close  in  with  the  land, 
that  the  jib-boom  could  have  touched  the  rocks,  when,  by 
steering  a  more  open  course,  a  great  portion  of  the  dai^er 
arising  from  the  accumulation  of  ice  on  the  shove,  and  par<r« 
ticularly  of  ground  ice,  would  have  been  wholly  avoided*   . 

The  result  of  this  excursion  of  Commander  Ross,  was,  tlie 
confirmation,  that  the  Victory^  unless  some  most  extraordinary 
circumstances  should  occur,  was  doomed  to  pass  another  win- 
ter amidst  a  scene  of  desolation,  danger  and  darkness;  it  was 
also  evident  to  him,  that  all  chance  of  success  in  the  great 
object  of  their  expedition  was  thrown  away,  not  to  be  again  re- 
covered, for,  on  the  supposition  that  on  the  breaking  ..up  of 
the  ice  in  the  ensuing  spring,  a  passage  to  the  westward  co^ild 
be  efiected,  it  would  not  be  prudent,  to  attempt  it,  and  thereby 
run  the  risk  of  being  blocked  up  again  for  another  winter,  with 
3.  dearth  of  fue^  and  dependent,  in  a  .great. degree,  upon  the 
c^ual  success  of  the  sportsmen  for  their  mainteaai^ce* .  To  at«- 
tempt  to  pass  another  winter  exposed,  above  all  thiioigs  to  :i 
scarcity  of  fuel,  would  be  tantamount  to  the  death  of  the  ivfaoi^ 
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<yf  the  crew,  and  under  circumstances,  at  wbidi  the  human  imagt* 
nation  must  shudder,  and  for  which  scarcely  a  parallel  could  he 
found  in  history,  with  the  exception  of  the  death  of  Sir  Hugh 
Willoughby  and  his  crew,  on  the  coast  of  Spitzibergen. 

This  melancholy  prospect  tended  in  a  great  measure,  to  git e 
a  wholly  different  direction  to  the  pursuits,  in  which  the  officers, 
and  particularly  Commander  Ross,  had  been  hitherto  engaged. 
With  the  knowledge,  that  in  case  of  the  abandonment  of  the 
ship,  they  should  haye  to  leave  behind  them,  all  the  fruits  of 
their  scientific  labors,  it  became  a  matter  of  indifference  to  them, 
whether,  as  far  as  regarded  the  specimens,  it  was  worth  the 
trouble  to  extend  their  researches;  and  the  same  arguments  held 
good  in  a  philosophical  point  of  view^  for  it  was  not  knowB, 
whether  they  would  be  able  to  take  with  them  any  of  those 
documents,  which  contained  the  result  of  their  Experiments  and 
observations,  dn  the  different  subjects  of  natural  histoiy,  or  of 
the  geographical  or  astronomical  phenomena. 

tt  was  reflections  of  this  nature,  which  occupied  the  mind  et 
Commander  Ross  on  hi«  return  to  the  ship,  and  he  was  for  * 
time  so  lost  in  thought^  that  he  had  forgotten  the  incident^ 
which  engaged  their  attention  with  the  two  natives,  and  bein^ 
reminded  of  it  by  Mr.  McDiarmid,  they  directed  their  course 
to  the  spot.  From  the  want  of  proper  instruments,  it  vras, 
however,  fcond  impracticable  to  penetrate  to  the  depth,  which  the 
natives  tmd  done,  and  a  tremendous  snow  storm  coming  on  fnM. 
the  northward,  the  oiBcers  declined  any  further  examinatibli  on 
that  day,  but  determined  to  take  the  very  first  opportunity  of 
returning,  with  proper  astiiltancey  to  unravel  the  myatery  6f  the 
tranSaotioft. 

The  oficiM«  arrived  at  the  Vhip,  with  «ight  grouse  and  A 
bare ;  at  suppeV  diey  related  to  Capt.  Rosa,  their  adventure  wilk 
the  Esquimottk,  and  the  latter  immediately  determined  in  his 
own  mind,  that  the  natives  had  stolen  something  from  tlM  ahip» 
and,  to  prevent  detection,  had  buried  it  under  the  snaw«  The 
suspicion  #aa  perhaps  nearly  as  plausible  and  wall  founded,  si^ 
if  the  ^tivaa  had  been  suspected  of  burying  a  whale ;  but  mo 
convinced  was  the  captain,  that  he  should  find  some  of  his  owm 
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propeKy  inteired  under  the  snow^  that  he  determined  to  be  one 
of  the  party^  in  the  exhumaticoi  of  the  bnried  eobjeet,  and  if 
his  sosptciom  shouid  turn  out  to  be  TerifiBd,  then  to  punish 
the  audacious  Tiglitokes,  with  the  utmost  weight  o£  his  resent* 
ment. 

The  following  day  was,  however,  ve»y  inauspicious  for  the 
disinterment  of  the  stolen  property,  ^.the  snow  came. down  so 
heavily,  that  the  cabin  was  considered  a  preferable  place,  to  ^ 
braving  the  pelting  of  the  elements,  for  the  recovery  perhaps 
of  a  lump  of  old  iron,  or  a  piece  of'  broken  .crookery.  There 
was  also  gveat  truth  in  thocpnclusion,  wihich  €apt.  Ross  drew ; 
that  if  am  articloi  whether  it  be  iron  pr  crockery,  be  buried  under 
the  snow  one  day,  it  is  very  natural  to  suppose,  that  it  will  be 
fband  there  on  the  morrow,  and,  therefore,  as  Capt.  Ross  hi^ 
frequently  acknowledged,  thpit  be  h^id  never  attempted  tha  peru- 
sal of  Young's  Night  Thoughts,  in  which,  with  a  number  of 
other  valuable  truths  and  precepts,  it  is  stated  that— 

«  P^oarastiiitttioa  H  i\»  thitf  of  time  ;* 

he  resolved  to  wait  the  cessation  of  the  anow  etorm^  and  to 
postpone  that  part  of  his  diseoveries  until  a  more  seasonable 
period. 

If  the  opinion  had  been  previously  io^essed  on  the  minds  of 
the  crew,  that  they  were  indisputably  stationed  in  their  winter 
quarters,  it  was  now  reduced  to  a  certainty,  by  the  appearance 
of  young  ice  in  the  bay,  which  in  a  single  night  was  almost 
fltrong  enough  for  the  dogs  to  run  over;  this  was  a  oireumstance 
which  annihilated  every  hope  of  a  speedy  liberation,  for,  in  pro* 
portion  as  the  frost  increased  in  intensity,,  the  old  ice  became 
more  compact,  and  one  time  it  assumed  such  a  solidity,  that  the 
tide  eeased  to  have  any  infiuenee  upon  it,  or  even  the  highest 
wind  to  move  it  from  its  station. 

On  the  9th,  the  wind  changed  to  the  south«east,  with  fine 
eaim  weather,  it  was  therefore  proposed  by  Capt.  Ross,  to  lake 
an  excursion  to  the  place  rendered  memorable,  in  his  opinion^ 
by  the  mysterious  conduct  of  the  two  Esquimaux,  and  where  he 
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fully  expected  to  recover  some  property,  which  ho  could  recog-* 
Tiize  as  his  own,  and  which  had  been  abstracted  from  him,  fay 
the  tiglitokish  villainy^  perhaps  of  the  bigamist,  or  one  of  hi0 
v;ives. 

Not  with  greater  pomp  nor  ceremony  could  the  accredited 
agents  set  forth,  to  disembowel  the  ruins  of  Herculaneum  of 
(heir  precious  contents,  than  were  exhibited  on:  board  the 
Victory,  on  the  departure  of  Capt.  Ross  and  his  party,  to 
recover  the  stolen  property.  Four  men  preceded  the  officers, 
with  spades  and  pickaxes;  a  sledge  drawn  by  four  dogs,  under 
the  guidance  of  Mr.  Light,  followed  in  the  rear  of  the  men, 
fur  as  it  was  impossible  to  guess  at  the  extent  of  the  robbery, 
which  had  been  committed;  so  it  was  an  act  of  prudence  to 
provide,  that  those  means  should  be  immediately  at  hand,  that, 
liowever  great  the  number  of  articles  purloined  might  be, 
they  could  be  instantly  conveyed  to  their  original  destination. 
That  Capt.  Ross  closed  the  procession,  as  the  highest  personage 
amongst  it,  is  so  consistent  with  the  general  rules  of  etiquette, 
as  not  to  require  any  particular  notice.  It  however  happened, 
twice  on  the  route,  that  the  van  guard  travelled  at  too  quick 
a  pace,  and  they  were  ordered  to  halt,  and  to  proceed  at  a 
sJower  rate,  until  he  of  the  rear  could  overcome  the  difficulties^ 
which  presented  themselves  at  every  moment,  to  impede  his 
progress,  without  mentioning  the  several  instances  of  gross 
treachery  on  the  part  of  the  ice,  which,  although  it  presented 
a  solid  surface,  was  in  many  places  of  too  thin  a  texture  to 
endure  the  superiucumbency  of  his  frame,  the  consequence  Of 
which  was,  that  a  gun  of  distress  was  often  heard  in  the  rear, 
wlien,  on  the  proper  attention  being  paid  to  it,  it  was  generally 
discovered  that  the  object  firing  it,  was  up  to  his  middle  in  a 
])OoI  of  water,  to  drag  \  im  from  which,  was  found  to  be  a  tadt 
of  far  greater  difficulty,  than  he  had  even  experienced  on  hU 
introduction  into  it. 

It  has  been  generally  the  fate  of  all  trccvellers,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  those  engaged  in  the  discovery  of  the  North  West 
Passage,  to  arrive  sooner  or  later  at  the  placd  of  their  desttna- 
Vion-  even  Rubri<)in^,  who   went   on  a   journey  of  discovery,  to 
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Establish  certain  commercial  relations  with  a  nation  of  Tartars^ 
which  did  not  exist  upon  the  earth,  fancied  that  he  had  succeeded 
in  his  enterprise,  when  he  found  himself  in  the  middle  of  China  : 
therefore,  notwithstanding  all  the  lets,  hinderances,  impedi- 
ments, obstacles  and  obstructions,  which  Capt.  Ross  had  to 
surmount,  in  his  journey  to  the  place,  which  he  had  in  view, 
he  arrired  in  safety  at  last,  with  no  other  perceptible  difference 
hi  him,  than  about  a  dosen  icicles  depending  from  various  parts 
of  his  garments ;  the  existence  of  which  could  not  be  imputed 
to  any  other  circumstance  than  his  frequent  immersion  in  those 
{>ools  of  water,  which  a  more  cautious  traveller  would  have 
Avoided. 

The  identical  spot,  where  the  Esquimaux  had  been  at  work, 
Was  pointed  out,  both  by  Commander  Ross  and  Mr.  Mc'Diar- 
mid,  and  the  men  were  immediately  ordered  to  commence  the 
operation  of  discovering  the  stolen  property,  and  to  which  Capt. 
Ross  declared,  that  he  could  establish  an  indisputable  claim. 
Bending  over  the  hole,  as  the  seamen  shovelled  out  the  snow, 
irifense  was  the  suspense  of  Capt.  Ross,  his  eyes  sparkling  with 
the  vividness  of  expectation,  as  to  the  nature  of  the  precise 
object,  which  the  next  excavation  of  the  spade  would  perhaps 
produce.  That  the  object  belonged  to  him,  either  de  jure,  de 
facto,  or  de  nafura,  did  not,  in  hin  opinion,  admit  of  a  doubt : 
most  strange  and  extraordinary  were  then  his  feelings,  when 
one  of  the  seamen  drew  from  under  the  last  layer,  the  body  of 
a  child,  which  had  been  deposited  in  its  sepulchre  of  snow — a 
purer  and  a  softer  resting  place,  than  the  purchased  earth  oi 
the  Christian.  Determined,  however,  as  Capt.  Ross  might 
have  previously  been  to  claim  the  contents  of  the  grave  as 
his  own,  he  now  felt  it  to  be  an  act  of  the  most  direct  necesh 
sity  imposed  upon  him,  to  disavow,  in  the  most  positive 
terms,  that  he  had  any  claim  upon  the  object,  which  was  lying 
on  the  snow  befoYe  him,  or,  that  whilst  living,  it  had  any  claims 
upon  hioL  Of  the  latter,  he  stood  exonerated  by  the  unanimous 
opinion  of  all  present;  and  he  secretly  blamed  himself  for 
having  sacrificed  so  much  of  his  valuable  time,  in  the  elucida- 
tion of  a  mystery,  which,  after  all,  turned  out  to  be  nothing  more 
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tiHtt  Ibe  petfmBflBoe  of  tlie  coatotmfj  nUm,  mkkh  the  mtivM 

In  ibe  Attention,  wtiich  the  Eaqmnumx,  iMlongiaf  to  the  eeno- 
try  in  the  Tioinity  of  Viotorj  Harbour,  fBj  to  tho  deitd,  the  dis- 
tinction Ml  most  otrikingao  regards  tfao  agod  M»d  the  jevng. 
the  former  aeldom  hare  the  ceremonj  of  eepnltOTe  petfenned 
upon  them,  but  tfaej  are  salbred  to  rot  away  in  their  deeerted 
hnt>  as  if,  with  their  hut  breath,  all  tiee  of  kindred,  of  filial  ef 
eoMmbial  afiectien,  were  to  lie  broken  for  ever.  To  the  yoongr 
howeyer,  a  little  more  regatd  ie  paid,  but  it  is,  generallyi  the 
effeat  of  maternal  affeeiiaa.  Instances  are  by  no  means  mr» 
amongst  these  unenlightened  beings,  that  the  son  has  made  use 
of  the  bones  of  his  father,  for  the  pointing  of  his  spears  and 
arrows,  whilst,  with  a  careless  and  indi£brent  look,  he  has  seen 
his  dogs  gnawing  the  flesh  from  them.  A  heap  of  snow  is  the 
bed  as  well  as  the  grave  of  these  outcasts  of  the^  human  race ; 
and  to  them  it  is  a  matter  of  indifference,  as  no  light  is  to  dawn 
upon  them  in  another  world,  under  what  oircomstaoces  coitopt- 
ion  claims  its  tribute. 

Some  degree  of  curiosity  was  excited  amongst  the  groups 
as  they  looked  upon  the  stiffened  corse  of  the  in&nt,  to 
divine  the  rssson  of  the  natives,  for  bringing  the  child  Co  so 
{;reat  a  distance  from  their  dwellings ;  and,  perhaps,  althovgh 
various  eoojeetores  were  haiarded,  not  one  was,  in  reality,  the  true 
•no.  The  question,  however,  which  was  now  agitated,  was, 
whether  the  infant  was  to  be  re-interred,  or  carried  to  the  ship^ 
as  a  sul]jeet  for  the  surgical  skill  of  Mr.  Mc'Diarmid:  to  the 
nrsdit  of  Capt.  Ross  be  it  said,  he  gave  it  as  his  decided  opinion, 
that  the  former  course  should  be  adopted,  and  after  a  short 
jdeliberation,  the  corse  was  thrown  into  its  snowy  gmve.  The 
anew  was  thrown  upon  it,  with  the  same  hurry  and  iadiSerenoa, 
as  the  callous  sexton  shovels  the  consecrated  earth  upon  the 
christian.  Where  is  the  difference!  the  winds  of  heaven  scatter 
.again  the  dust  of  both ;  but  it  will  be  gathered  together  in  a  plaae, 
where  the  mere  form  of  sepulture,  or  the  substance  on  wUeh  the 
head  reposed,  will  not  be  the  subject  of  inquiry. 

On  the  meraittg  of  the  10th,  the  wind  blew  fipesb  fimn  Htm 
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^oHli^west,  and  th*  bcm  tftaitionafy.  To  the  great  Airpriad,  how- 
ever, of  all  On  board,  the  ice,  aboot  fo«r  o  elook  in  the  afteniooii, 
made  a  mov«,  as  if  it  were  dfiving  out  of  the  bay.  Commatider 
Ross  and  Mr.  McDiarmid  were,  at  this  time,  absent  from  the 
ebip,  on  a  shooting  excursion ;  and  therefore,  one  of  the  men 
was  sent  in  the  direction^  which  thej  had  taken,  to  apprise 
Uiem  of  the  move  of  the  ioe,  and  to  liasten  their  return  to  the 
•hip.  Before  the  return,  however,  of  the  shooting  party,  the 
iee  had  become  again  stationary,  and  if  possible,  more  densely 
fHtclied  than  it  was  before. 

The  lltht  was  Sunday,  but  from  some  cause,  that  was  not 
•xplained,  no  service  was  performed.  The  men  amused  them- 
-selves  in  the  afternoon,  with  skai ting  and  sliding  on  the  new 
ieei  whilst  the  officers  went  on  an  excursion,  in  which  they 
Were  very  successful;  as  they  brought  home  with  them,  nine 
gr<Kis6  and  two  hares,  one  of  which  weighed  71bs.  4oi. 

It  might  have  been  supposed,  that  the  fancy  for  monument 
bttildingi  most  by  this  time,  have  nearly  expired ;  on  a  sudden, 
however,  it  appeared  to  revive,  and  a  party  were  sent  to  build 
Mid)  on  the  highest  hill.  It,  however,  having  been  found,  that 
isnow  was  rather  a  perishable  material  for  the  construction  of  a 
aaottUflsent,  it  was  resolved,  that  in  the  present  instance,  granite 
ehoold  be  substituted  for  it;  Mr«  Light,  and  Mr.  Brunton,  being 
tike  architects,  to  whom  the  erection  was  entrusted.  By  dint 
^  labor*  accompanied  with  some  fatigue,  they  succeeded  in 
keeping  one  lump  of  granite  upon  another,  and  having,  to  the 
iMst  of  their  ability,  given  their  building  the  form  of  an  obelisk, 
they  christened  it,  the  Victory  Monument ;  and  we  doubt  not, 
that  there  are  many,  in  after  ages,  who  will  puzzle  their  heads, 
with  e^pml  industry,  to  discover,  who  were  the  founders  of  the 
Baonnment  on  VmUee  Hill,  as  we  are  now  employtng  onrselves, 
to  discover  the  hands,  that  reared  the  Pyramids  of  E^pt. 

On  the  18th,  the  wind  veered  round  to  the  south-westt  and 
«Qme  bepe  was  Mitertained,  that  if  the  wind  continued  in  that 
^piairter,  the  ice  would  be  driven  out  of  the  bay,  and  the  Victory 
eet  at  liberty.  Some  idea,  however,  may  be  formed  of  the 
changes,  which  freiiaently  take  place,  tn  the  wind,  in 
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those  high  latitudes,  by  the  different  quarter^^  from  which  it 
blew  on  this  day.  In  the  morning,  it  blew  from  the  north ;  at 
2  P.M.  it  blew  from  the  south-west;  at  4,  from  the  east*  and  at 
5,  from  the  north-north-west,  blowing  a  very  heavy  gale. 

The  gales  from  the  N.N.W  continued  till  the  14th,  but  the 
crew  were  sent  out  on  the  ice,  to  clear  away  the  lines  and 
hawsers,  that  were  frozen  in  the  young  ice,  and  then  laying  them 
on  the  ice,  so  as  to  be  all  clear,  in  case  of  the  ship  making  a 
move.  The  ice-tools  were  also  got  in  readiness;  for  it  was 
apprehended  that  if  the  ice  were  not  removed  from  her  sides, 
she  might  on  the  first  motion  receive  a  nip,  similar  to  that,  which 
she  experienced  on  her  first  entering  the  bay,  and  which  placed 
her  in  the  most  imminent  danger. 

On  the  15th,  three  hands  were  sent  to  the  hills,  to  take  obser- 
vations of  the  state  of  the  ice,  and  on  their  return,  they  reported, 
that  it  was  closely  packed,  far  beyond  the  mouth  of  the  bay. 
On  their  way  to  the  hills,  they  set  the  ermine  trap,  but  it  was 
more  as  a  matter  of  amusement,  than  from  any  expectation,,  that 
any  great  profit  or  advantage  could  be  derived  from  the  ricin  of 
so  small  an  animal.  The  fur,  however,  being  of  a  very  close 
nature,  was  worn  by  the  officers  round  their  necks,  and  a  super- 
stitious notion  was  also  attached  to  it,  that  he,  who  wears  an 
ermine^s  skin,  was  never  known  to  die  of  cold. 

Some  apprehensions  were  now  entertained,  that  they  w«uld 
be  obliged  to  kill  the  dogs,  from  the  want  of  food;  no  Esqui- 
maux came  to  the  ship,  laden  with  the  seal  and  walrus  flesh, 
nor  had  any  seal  been  seen  for  some  tinne,  in  that  part  of  the 
country.  It  was,  however,  on  an  excursion,  which  Abemethy 
took,  on  the  16th,  that  he  saw  several  seals  playing  about  a 
patch  of  water,  but  he  could  not  get  within  shot  of  them,  on 
account  of  the  fickle  state  of  the  ice.  On  receiving  this  informa- 
tion at  the  ship,  the  dingey  was  hauled  out  to  the  place,  where 
the  seals  had  been  seen,  and  in  a  short  time.  Commander  Rosa 
succeeded  in  killing  one  of  them.  Abemethy,  or  the  gamekeeper, 
as  he  was  called,  also  brought  to  the  ship,  two  hares  and  thme 
grouse. 

By  the  19tb,  the  ice  was  so  thick,  that  the  ship  may  then  be 
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eoQsideredl  as  to  be  totally  frozen  in.  The  young  ice  was  5^ 
inches  thick,  and  every  24  hours  added  to  its  thickness.  The 
€)nly  chance  now,  of  escaping  out  of  this  bay,  was,  by  cutting  a 
groove  across  it,  in  case  the  ice  should  take  a  turn  out  of  it* 
Some  hope  indeed  was  entertained,  that  this  would  be  the  case, 
a^  froin  a  survey,  taken  from  a  hill  in  the  immediate  vicinity, 
the  ice  was  seen  on  the  outside,  running  rapidly  to  the  south- 
ward, whilst,  at  the  distance  of  about  two  miles  from  the  mouth 
of  the  bay>  po  ice  whatever  was  to  be  seen,  A  more  unfortu- 
nate situation  for  the  ship,  perhaps  could  not  have  been  selected, 
and  every  day  brought  with  it,  the  painful  conviction,  that  had 
the  vessel  been  under  the  command  of  a  Parry,  a  very  different 
prospect  would  have  presented  itself,  than  that,  which  was 
BOW  the  lot  of  the  crew  of  the  Victory.  A  striking  proof  of  the 
truth  of  the  foregoing  remarks,  was  exhibited  on  the  20th, 
when  the  wind,  hauling  to  the  south »  set  the  ice  to  the  north, 
and  as  the  north-east  point  lay  a  long  way  out,  it  brought  up  a 
large  floe,  which  completely  Mocked  up  the  harbour.  Had 
this  unfortunate  circumstance  not  occurred,  it  was  the  general 
opioioQ,  that  the  ship  would  have  been  got  out  into  clear 
nvater.  for  the  ice  had  so  completely  gone  off  the  shore,  that  the 
eye  could  not  see  it  in  any  direction.  To  the  seamen,  who 
are  at  all  times  prone  to  superstition,  it  appeared,  that  this  floe 
of  ice  was  placed  there  by  some  hostile  genius,  for  the  sole 
purpose  of  preventing  the  Victory  from  gaining  her  liberty. 
It  ia,  however,  an  undoubted  fact,  that  to  this  floe  is  in  a  great 
hieasure  to  be  ascribed,  the  circumstance  of  the  Victory  being 
obliged  to  pass  the  winter  in  her  present  harbour;  and  it  may 
also  be  said,  that  this  was  the  last  chance,  which  ever  presented 
itself,  of  the  vessel  making  her  escape,  for,  by  the  beginning 
of  Octohar,  the  winter  set  in  with  such  a  severe  intensity,  that 
all  hope  was  abandoned  of  ever  getting  the  Victory  out  again> 
and  she  was  now  looked  upon  as  another  sacrifice  in  the  search 
of  an  object,  which,  as  a  geographical  problem,  it  is  desirous 
that  it  should  be  solved,  but  which,  as  offering  any  decided 
advantages  in  a  commercial  point  of  view,  is  scarcely  worthy 
of  the  pnmuit.  In  bet,  the  discoveries  of  Capt.  Ross,  in  his 
26.  4  k 
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last  voyage,  may  be  considered  as  rather  negative  than  positive, 
for  he  certainly  determined  vrhere  the  North  West  Passage  was 
not  to  be  found,  but  he  has  thrown  very  little  light  as  to  the 
quarter  'where  it  is  to  be  found. 

On  this  subject,  it  may  not  only  be  curious,  but  highly  inte- 
resting, to  take  a  view  of  the  opinions  of  some  very  able  nautical 
men,  who  were  summoned  before  the  committee  of  the  House 
-of  Commons,  particularly  of  the  evidence  of  Capt.  Beaufort, 
who,  although  the  drift  of  the  questions,  that  were  put  to  him, 
was  clearly  discernible ,  gave  some  of  his  answers  in  a  manner, 
that  the  friends  of  Capt.  Ross  did  not  expect,  and,  which  gave 
them  some  reason  to  wish,  that  he  had  not  been  questioned  at 
all.  Capt.  Beaufort  is  asked,  in  the  first  place.  Whether,  in  his 
opinion,  the  expedition  undertaken  by  Capt.  Ross,  had  been 
productive  of  any  important  advantage  in  matters  of  geography. 
To  which,  he  answers,  That  it  has  added  a  short  but  important 
Jink  to  our  knowledge  of  the  geography  of  the  northern  extreme 
of  America. 

'*  Has  it  been  productive  of  any  important  advantage,  with 
respect  to  the  navigation  of  the  Arctic  seas !'' — "It  has  only  toU 
U8  where  we  cannot  gOybj  shutting  up  Prince  Regent's  inlet,  bat 
it  throws  no  further  light  on  the  navigation  of  the  Arctic  seas/' 

"  Do  you  think  the  voyage  would  go  far  towards  the  deter- 
mining the  geographical  curiosity  !"—*'' The  most  interestmg 
of  all  the  voyages,  must  have  been  that,  which  showed  the  road 
in  through  Lancaster  Sound ;  I  think  that  none  of  the  voyages 
can  come  into  competition  with  that,  which  broke  a  passage 
through  the  west  side  of  Baffin  s  bay.*^ 

"  You  allude  to  Capt.  Parry  s  first  voyage  ?''—*'  I  do." 

''Do  you  consider  that  the  closing  up  of  Prince  Regent's 
inlet  narrows  the  range,  within  which,  a  North  WeA  Passage 
may  be  found,  within  a  short  compass  ?'' — '<It  only  narrows  it 
by  one  of  the  openings.^' 

"  Does  it  not  narrow  the  opening  to  something  above  74  de- 
grees north  latitude  ?'' — "  There  are  several  openings  from  the 
end  of  Lancaster  sound ;  Prince  Regent's  inlet  was  one  of  them, 
by  closing  that,  Capt.  Ross  has  removed  one  of  the  probable 
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neaiis  of   getting  to  the  westward,  but  there  are  three  still 
open,  in  which  success  is  just  as  likely  as  in  the  other.*" 

''Will  you  specify  their  names  ?'* — "  One  is,  going  out  by  the 
Wellington  channel  to  the  north-west,  that  is,  going  northward 
of  the  chain  of  islands  discovered  by  Capt.  Parry,  and  approx- 
imating the  pole;  another,  proceeding  by  Melville  island,  in 
the  same  direction,  that  Capt.  Parry  previously  tried ;  and  the 
third,  would  be  by  getting  to  the  south-west  as  soon  as  the 
vessel  has  passed  the  cape,  which  Capt.  Ross  supposes  to  be 
the  northern  extreme  of  America,  and  then  endeavoring  to  get 
over  to  the  shore,  laid  down  by  Capt.  Franklin  and  Dr.  Rich- 
ardson :  all  those  three  are  still  open  to  future  enterprise/' 

**  Do  you  consider  that  the  closing  the  most  southerly  outlet, 
closes  that,  supposed  to  be  the  most  likely  to  be  practicable  V — 
"  No,  for  that  is  not  the  route  1  should  have  taken,  if  employed 
on  that  service.'' 

'  Notwithstanding  this  answer,  so  unfavourable  to  the  judg- 
ment of  Capt.  Ross,  the  members  of  the  committee  appeared 
most  anxious  to  obtain  from  Capt.  Beaufort,  an  admission,  that 
Capt.  Roes  was  not  in  error,  when  he  selected  Prince  Regent's 
inlet  as  the  most  advisable  route,  for  the  discovery  of  the 
passage.  The  members,  therefore,  shape  their  questions  in  the 
following  manner : 

"Was  the  passage  by  Prince  Regent's  inlet  considered,  before 
this  expedition,  as  one  of  the  most  likely  ?*' — <' There  was  always 
a  great  difference  of  opinion  upon  that  subject,  amongst  those, 
who  pursued  the  enquiry." 

*'  It  was  one,  which,  if  the  British  government  had  pursued 
that  object  of  discovery,  they  might  have  very  probably  directed 
their  attention  to  ?" — "  It  is  very  likely,  but  it  would  have  dS' 
pended  a  good  deal  upon  whom  they  employed,  and  what  was 
the  prevailing  opinion  amongst  those  best  informed." 

'*  Was  that  Capt.  Parry's  opinion!" — *'  I  really  do  not  recoK 
fact;  I  had  not  much  conversation  with  him  upon  that  part  of  the 
sabject.'' 

At  the  conclusion  of  this  part  of  the  evidence,  one  of  the 
most  sapient  of  the  members  enquires,  *'  If  the   sea  had  been 
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clear  of  ice,  there  would  have  been  a  great  probability  of  find- 
ing a  passage?"*— •»  To  which  Capt.  Beaufort  replies,  undoubtedly,'^ 
The  circumstance  of  discovering  a  sea  clear  of  ice,  in  a  lati- 
tude of  70  north,  and  longitude  90  west,  roust  have  been  a 
phenomenon,  which  could  only  liave  presented  itself  to  the 
imagination  of  one  of  the  erudite  members  of  Capt«  Ross*  com- 
mittee; at  all  events,  the  whole  evidence  of  Capt.  Beaufort 
went  to  prove,  that  the  quantum  of  merit  to  be  awarded  to 
Capt.  Ross,  which  was  to  be  an  equipoise  to  the  sum  of  £5000, 
was  very  small  indeed  ;  in  fact,  he  strips  from  his  brow  some 
of  the  very  laurels,  which  Capt.  Ross  had,  in  his  own  evidence, 
so  strenuously  labored  to  attach  exclusively  to  himself.  We 
allude  particularly  to  the  great  advantages,  which  the  whale 
fisheries  are  supposed  to  have  derived  from  the  discoveries  of 
Capt.  Ross,  and  which,  one  of  the  members  estimates  at 
£2,000,000  annually,  although  we  strongly  suspect,  that  the 
information  on  that  subject,  was  obtained  from  Capt.  Ross  him- 
self. Capt.  Beaufort  is  asked,  "  To  whom  do  you  attribute  the 
discovery  of  the  whale  fishery  on  the  west  side  of  Baffin's  bay  ?'' 
The  gallant  captain  must  at  this  moment  have  been  laboring 
under  the  greatest  stupidity,  not  to  discern  the  drift  of  the 
question ;  for  it  was  expected,  that,  considering  the  object  for 
which  the  committee  were  assembled,  his  complaisance  would 
have  carried  him  so  far  as  to  announce,  that  he  considered  Capt, 
Ross  as  the  discoverer,  although  it  must  have  appeared  rather 
singular  to  him,  that  any  discovery,  which  Capt.  Ross  might 
have  made  in  the  year  1818,  should  be  then  brought  forward 
to  bolster  up  his  claim  for  the  grant  of  £5000,  for  the  great 
talent,  which  he  evinced,  and  the  services,  which  he  had  ren- 
dered to  his  country  in  the  year  1830-3.  The  answer,  however, 
which  Capt.  Beaufort  gave,  was  directly  contrary  to  the  one, 
that  was  desired,  for  he  replied,  '*  To  the  several  voyages  that  had 
been  made  there,  but  to  none  in  particular."'  It  was,  however, 
necessary,  that  Capt.  Ross  should  be  made  to  have  something 
to  do  with  those  discoveries,  although,  if  the  members  had  been 
guided  by  any  prudence,  or  if  they  had  been  in  any  degree 
acquainted  with  the  great  extent  of  the   discoveries  made  by 
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Capt.  Ross  in  his  first  voyage,  thej  would  have  carefully  ab- 
stained from  touching  Upon  them,  for  fear  of  breaking  their  heads 
against  some  of  thecragged  prominences  of  the  Croker  mountains. 
Nothing  greats  nor  grand,  however,  was  ever  accomplished  with- 
out perseverance  ;  and  although  the  individual  may  be  foiled  in 
some  of  his  attempts,  it  speaks  not  much  for  the  energy  of  his 
character,  if  he  shrink  from  the  further  pursuit  of  his  object,  on  ac- 
count of  a  few  obstacles,  which  chance  or  design  may  mischie- 
vously have  thrown  in  his  way.  Thus  (and  we  mean  it  out  of  the 
purest  spirit  of  compliment  to  the  member,  who  undertook  this 
particular  part  of  the  examination)  it  was  resolved  to  put  such 
questions  to  Capt.  Beaufort,  from  which  he  could  not  escape,  and  to 
which  it  was  scarcely  possible  for  him  to  give  any  other  answer, 
than  the  one  which  was  wished  for.  Capt.  Beaufort  having,  in  a 
general  way,  spoken  of  the  advantages  derived  to  the  whale 
fisheries,  by  the  several  voyages,  which  had  been  made  to  the 
Arctic  seas,  he  was  asked,  Which  of  the  voyages  was  first  in 
order  ? — His  answer  was  considered  as  a  kind  of  climax,  in  favor 
of  the  suppliant,  for  having  answered,  "  Capt.  Ross'  certainly,** 
he  bowed  and  retired. 

The  man,  whose  name  stands  first  on  the  list  of  bankrupts,  cer- 
tainly enjoys  the  advantage  of  priority,  if  any  advantage  there 
be  in  it;  and  according  to  the  same  process  of  reasoning,  it  was 
highly  complimentary  to  Capt.  Ross,  and  confirmatory  of  his 
exclusive  claim  to  £5000,  out  of  the  public  purse,  to  know  that, 
although  he  was  acknowledged,  by  so  competent  an  authority 
as  that  of  Capt.  Beaufort,  to  stand  as  the  alpha  in  the  list  of 
arctic  navigators,  he  might  nevertheless  be  the  omega  in  the 
opinion  of  those,  from  whose  pockets  the  £5000  were  to  be 
paid — ^in  regard  to  the  extent  of  his  discoveries,  or  to  the 
possession  of  those  talents,  which  were  requisite  for  the  accom- 
plishment of  the  object,  of  which  he  was  in  pursuit. 

As  the  value  of  all  voyages  is  determined  by  the  extent  of 
the  discoveries,  which  have  been  made  in  relation  to  commerce 
and  to  science,  it  will  prove  not  only  a  matter  of  interest  but 
of  importance,  to  take  a  general  view  of  the  discoveries,  that 
were  made,  during  the  last  voyage  of  Capt.  Ross ;  premising 
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at  the  same  time,  that  there  is  scarcely  one  of  them,  which  can 
be  attribated  to  that  individual,  for  the  virhole  of  them  v^ere 
accomplished  by  Commander  Ross,  v^ithout  whom,  the  entire 
expedition  would  scarcely  have  presented^a  single  circumstance 
worthy  of,  being  recorded. 

According  to  bis  own  statement,  Capt.  Ross  commences  his 
discoveries  a  few  days  after  leaving  Fury  Beach;  when  having 
rounded  Cape  Gang,  and  keeping  the  western  shore  close  on 
board,  he  ran  down  the  coast  in  a  S.W.  by  W.  course,  until  he 
had  passed  the  latitude  of  72"*  north,  in  longitude  94"*  w.est. 
A  considerable  inlet  was  here  found,  leading  to  the  westward, 
the  examination  of  which  occupied  Commander  Ross  two  days. 
It  was  here  that  the  Victory  was  first  seriously  obstructed  by  the 
ice,  the  extension  of  which  was  sure  to  take  place,  from  the 
south  cape  of  the  inlet,  in  a  solid  mass,  round  by  south  and  east, 
to  east-north-east.  Owing  to  this  circumstance,  the  shallowness 
of  the  water,  the  rapidity  of  the  tides,  the  tempestuous  weather, 
the  irregularity  of  the  coast,  and  the  numerous  inlets  and  rocks, 
for  which  it  was  remarkable,  the  progress  was  no  less  dangerous 
than  tedious,  yet  they  succeeded  in  penetrating  below  the 
latitude  of  70°  north,  in  longitude  92°  west,  where  the  land, 
after  having  carried  them  as  far  east  as  90°,  took  a  direction 
decidedly  westerly,  while  the  land  at  the  distance  of  forty  miles 
to  the  southward,  was  seen  trending  east  and  west. 

Here  the  expedition  was  arrested  by  an  impenetrable  barrier 
of  ice,  and  the  ship  was  moored  in  her  first  winter  harbour, 
which  was  called .  Felix  Harbour ;  the  entire  continent  to  the 
southward  being  named  "Boothia,^'  as  well  as  the  isthmus^ 
the  peninsula  to  the  north  and  the  eastern  sea.  Of  the  result 
of  this  part  of  the  expedition,  Capt.  Ross  considers  it  to  have 
been  conclusive,  and  highly  important  to  science ;  in  what  re« 
spect,  however,  there  are  not  any  particulars  extant.  The  mere 
discovery  of  a  barren  tract  of  land,  and  of  seas,  which  are 
covered  with  ice  three-fourths  of  the  year,  and  to  which  no 
direct  advantages  whatever  are  attached,  cannot  be  said  to  be  of 
any  value,  either  in  a  national  sense,  or  conducive  to  the  promo* 
tion  of  the  commerce  of  the   country.    There   could  be  no 
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positive  objeclion  to  the  territory  being  taken  possession  of,  in 
ibe  name  of  his  Britannic  Majesty,  as  Capt.  Ross  only  followed 
the  example  of  some  former  navigators,  who  have  planted  the 
standard  of  Great  Britain  on  a  barren  rock>  which  has  never 
since  been  visited,  by  any  of  the  subjects  of  the  said  king,  and 
of  which,  he  the  said  king  knows  as  little,  as  he  does  of  his 
newly  acquired  territory  of  Boothia  Felix.  It  is  also  proper 
that  Capt.  Ross  should  not  have  let  the  opportunity  slip  him,  of 
paying  a  just  and  well-merited  compliment  to  his  munificent 
patron,  Felix  Booth  Esq.  by  naming  a  country  after  him,  which, 
though  in  itself  the  seat  of  barrenness  and  desolation,  has  been 
named  Boothia  Felix,  though  perhaps  not  upon  the  same  prin- 
ciple, as  the  cognomen  of  Felix  has  been  attached  to  a  part  of 
Arabia. 

It  is,  however,  the  opinion  of  Capt.  Ross,  that  the  discovery 
of  the  Gulph  of  Boothia,  and  the  continent  and  isthmus  of 
Boothia  Felix,  is  an  object  of  the  highest  importance,  and  that 
it  forms  one  of  the  principal  features  of  his  expedition.  The 
principal  features  of  his  first  voyage,  were  the  discovery  of  the 
Croker  Mountains,  add  some  large  hills,  covered  with  red  snow. 
On  the  supposition,  therefore,  that  the  value  of  the  discoveries 
of  the  two  voyages,  could  be  reduced  to  pounds,  shillings,  and 
pence,  they  would  stand  as  follows : — 


£     8. 

d. 

Croker  MottntaioB  -    • 

--00 

0 

Hills  of  Red  Snow     - 

-.00 

0 

Boothia  Felix    •    -    • 

-.00 

0 

£000 


The  chief  pleasure  of  the  traveller  is  in  his  progress  to  his 
place  of  destination ;  and  therefore  greatly  is  Capt.  Ross  de- 
serving of  commiseration,  when,  instead  of  progressing  in  the 
discovery  of  the  North  West  Passage,  he  was  obliged  to  retrace 
his  steps  from  Felix  Harbour:  but  it  was  rather  fortunate  for 
him,  that  the  whole  extent  of  this  retrograde  movement  was 
comprised  in  the  extent  of  four  miles;  thereby  shewing,  that  in 
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the    year  1880-1^  he  was  four  miles  farther  from   the    object, 
which  he  had  in  view,  than  when  he  took  up  his  winter  quarters 
in  Felix  Harbour,  in  1820.     Felix  Booth,  «8q.  having  served  the 
office  of  Sheriff  for  the  city  of  London,  it  was  highly  considerate 
in  Capt.  Ross  to  commemorate  the  event,  by  naming  his  second 
winter  harbour,  "  Sheriff's  Harbour."    The  extent  of  the  dis- 
coveries, from  the  time   of  entering   Sheriff^s  I'arbour,  to  the 
period  of  quitting  it  in  1831,  consisted  in  the  single  one  made 
by  Commander  Ross,  that   no  passage  existed   below  the  71st 
degree.     It  must,   however,  not  be  omitted  to  mention,   that 
Capt.   Ross   says,  "  That  notwithstanding  the  severity  of  the 
summer,  we  travelled  across  the  country  to  the  west  sea,  by  a 
chain  of  lakes,  thirty  miles  north  of  the  isthmus,  when  Com- 
mander Ross  succeeded  in  surveying  6fty   miles  more  of   the 
coast  leading  to  the  torth-west,  and  tracing  the  shore  to  the 
northward  of  the  position  of  the  ship.''     By  the  use  of  the  pro- 
noun we,  it  migbt   be  supposed,  that  Capt.  Ross  himself,  was 
included  in  those  travelling  parties.     It  is  certain  that,  on  some 
occasions,  we  did  accompany  the  fatigue  party  from  the  ship,  to 
a  certain  distance ;  but  we  then  generally^ound  it  convenient  to 
return  to  the  ship,  judging  very  correctly,  that  a  warm  berth  in 
our  cabin,  with  a  comfortable  potation  of  the  ex-sheriff's  cordial 
before  us,  was  preferable  to  running  the  risk  of  the  loss  of  our 
nose  or  our  feet,  by  the  severity  of  the  frost. 

In  one  of  the  travelling  expeditions  mentioned  by  Capt.  Ross, 
his  sole  purpose  was  to  leave  some  provisions  for  Commander 
Ross,  at  an  appointed  place,  which  being  done,  he  retraced  his 
steps  to  the  ship.  On  the  following  day,  the  weather  being 
propitious,  he  extended  his  walk  to  some  distance  from  the  ship, 
when  on  a  sudden  he  espied  a  group  of  Esquimaux  evidently 
coming  from  the  place,  where  the  provisions  had  been  depo- 
sited :  some  of  them  making  the  most  extraordinary  motions, 
and  appearing  unable  to  walk  in  a  strai|^ht  line,  stumbling  and 
falling  at  every  step,  which,  according  to  the  judgment  of  Capt. 
Ross,  could  not  proceed  from  any  other  cause  than  the  slippery 
state  of  the  ground.  The  Esquimaux  were  accompanied  by  four 
children,  who  seenied  to  be  very  satisfactorily  employed  in  the 
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gratification  of  their  appetite,  but  whether  it  was  with  a   slice 
of  seaFs   flesh,   or  a  steak  from  the  rump  of  a  musk  ox,  was  at 
that  distance    impossible  to  be  determined.     On  coming  up  to 
them,  however,  great  was  the  surprise  of  Capt.  Ross,  and  still 
greater  his  indignation,  when    he  discovered  that  the  food,  of 
which  the  little  urchins  were  partakings  was  nothing  less  than 
the  biscuits,  il'hich  had  been  deposited   for  the  use  of  Comman- 
der Ross :  and   that  the  cause  of  the  diagonal  motions  of  the 
seniors  of  the  group,  was  not  to  be  ascribed  to  the  slippery  state 
of  the  ground,  but  to  some  copious  potations  of  the  rum,  which 
had  fallen  into  their  hands,  and  of  which  they  had  taken  just  a 
sufficiency  to  put  them  in  the   enjoyment  of  the  great  pleasures 
arising  from   inebriation.     A  deep  scowl  of  displeasure  came 
over   the  countenance  of  Capt.  Ross,  to  which,   however,   the 
natives  paid  not  the  least  attention.    In  vain  did  he  brand  them 
with   the  opprobrious    epithets   of  Tigliiokes,  they   sang    and 
danced;  and,  to   complete   the  sum  of  their    misconduct,  the 
women  appeared  determined  to  koonig  the  irritated  captain,  as 
the  surest  means  of  allaying  the  violence  of  his  anger.     This, 
however,  in  his  eyes,  was  an  act  of  insolence,  super-added  to 
their  commission   of  the  theft,   and  the  only  way,  which  was 
left  for  Capt.  Ross,  by  which  he  could  escape  from  the  importu- 
nities of  the  women,  was  to  turn  his  back  upon  them,    and 
regain  the  ship,  with  all  possible  expedition. 

On  his  arrival  there,  his  first  step  was  to  despatch  a  party  to 
the  place  where  the  provisions  had  been  deposited,  taking  with 
them  a  fresh  supply  ;  and,  on  their  arrival  at  the  place,  they 
found  the  ground  strewed  with  various  articles :  the  corks  had 
been  drawn  from  every  canister,  which  had  been  filled  with 
rum,  and  it  was  evident,  that  what  the  natives  could  not  drink, 
they  had  spilt  upon  the  ground.  Some  attempts  had  been  made 
to  force  open  the  packages,  which  contained  the  preserved 
meats ;  but  it  was  a  matter  of  surprise  to  the  seamen,  to  find 
that  the  natives  had  carried  so  little  away  with  them.  It  might 
have  been  supposed,  that  an  article  like  a  canister,  for  which 
they  were  known  to  have  given  a  seal,  would  not  have  been 
allowed  to  remain  unappropriated ;  and  that  even  some  of  the 
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provisions  were  in  a  state,  as  if  the  natives  did  not  deem  them 
worthy  of  their  notice.  There  was,  perhaps,  in  this  conduct  of 
the  natives^  something  very  nearly  akin  to  the  habits  of  the 
brute,  which,  having  satiated  its  appetite,  leaves  the  remainder 
to  putrify  on  the  ground :  or  perhaps  the  effects  of  the  spirits 
had  been  so  overpowering,  as  to  deprive  them  of  all  self-posses- 
sion, and  force  them  to  pursue  a  line  of  conduct  at  variance  with 
their  usual  habits.  A  European,  who  has  once  found  his  way 
to  the  wine  cask,  generally  repeats  his  visit ;  and  it  was,  there- 
fore, strongly  suspected  by  the  seamen,  that  were  they  to 
deposit  the  provisions  in  the  same  place,  the  Esquimaux  would 
again  discover  them,  and  appropriate  them  to  the  same  purpose 
as  they  had  done  the  former  stock.  They,  therefore,  determined 
to  conceal  the  provisions  about  a  mile  further  on  the  route,  by 
which  they  knew  that  Commander  Ross  would  return  to  the  ship; 
but  they  had  scarcely  commenced  their  labors,  when  that  officer 
and  his  party  hove  in  sight :  and  welcome  indeed  was  the  supply 
of  provisions  to  them,  for  their  stock  was  completely  exhausted, 
nor  had  they  tasted  any  food  for  nearly  twelve  hours. 

During  the  latter  part  of  September,  the  wind  blew  from  the 
S.W.  to  the  S,S.W,  driving  the  ice  into  the  bay,  as  if  there  were 
no  other  place,  in  which  it  could  accumulate.  On  the  SOth,  it 
came  in  with  such  force,  as  to  drive  the  ship  eleven  feet  nearer 
the  shore.  It  was,  therefore,  necessary  to  moor  her  afresh ; 
and  this  was  done  by  taking  her  chain  cables  on  shore,  and 
giving  them  a  turn  round  a  very  large  rock,  and  then  backed 
to  an  anchor. 

The  ship  was  no  sooner  securely  moored,  than  a  man  was 
sent  on  the  hills,  to  take  a  survey  of  the  ice.  The  report  was, 
that  it  was  making  off  the  shore,  and  that  clear  water  was  to 
be  seen  as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach  :  to  their  great  morti6ca- 
tion,  however,  the  bay  was  completely  choaked  up,  and  also  to 
seaward  or  south-east  of  the  harbour.  Perhaps  no  situation 
could  be  more  galling  to  the  crew  of  a  vessel,  than  that,  in 
which  the  seamen  of  the  Victory  were  now  placed.  From  the 
ship  to  the  open  sea,  the  distance  was  not  greater  than  two 
miles  at  the  farthest ;  beyond  which  not  a  piece  of  ice  was  to  be 
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seen  directly  in  the  route^  which  it  was  their  intention  to  take. 
Ak  the  seamen  termed  it,  a  glorious  run  was  before  them,  and 
they  bound  as  fast,  as  if  wMged  in  with  a  mass  of  molten 
iron. 

On  the  2lst,  a  heavy  gale  came  on  from  the  south  by  west, 
and  its  effects  on  the  ice  in  the  bay,  were  watched  with  the 
most  intense  anxiety,  as  being  the  wind  most  favorable  for 
driving  the  ice  out  of  the  bay .  Two  men  were  sent  upon  one 
of  the  hills,  to  watch  the  motion  of  the  ice ;  it  was  seen  run> 
ning  with  great  rapidity  to  the  north-qust,  and  all  clear  along 
the  coast.  At  ine  mouth  of  the  bay,  however,  it  was  quite 
stationary,  forming  a  barrier,  which  it  was  impossible  to  break 
through,  and  which  seemed  to  be  placed  there  by  an  adverse 
fate,  to  thwart  them  in  their  projects. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  2!lnd,  the  wind  veered  round  to 
the  N.N.  W.,  blowing  fresh.  The  ice  began  to  drive  out  of  the 
bay,  and  to  the  northward.  This  faint  glimpse  of  hope,  however, 
lasted  but  for  a  very  short  time,  and  it  seemed  to  the  anxious 
mariners^  as  if  it  had  been  only  done  in  mockery  of  their  expect- 
ations. For  several  hours,  one  floe  after  the  other  disjoined 
itself  from  the  mass,  and  with  a  loud  crackling  noise,  accord- 
ingly, as  the  huge  bergs  were  impelled  against  each  other,  was 
carried  along  with  the  stream,  forming  altogether  a  grand,  and 
in  a  certain  degree,  an  exhilirating  scene.  It  is  difficult  for  the 
human  imagination  to  form  an  idea  of  the  grandeur  of  the 
sudden  disruption  of  an  immense  body  of  ice ;  the  gigantic 
masses  coming  into  collision  with  each  other,  with  such  a  de* 
atructive  force,  that  no  fabric  of  human  art  could  bear  up  against 
it.  On  several  occasions,  was  the  ponderous  body  of  the  Victory 
lifted  out  of  the  water,  by  these  floating  masses,  threatening 
every  moment  to  throw  her  upon  her  beam  ends,  as  if  she  were 
no  more  than  a  floating  cork  ;  in  one  instance,  the  compressing 
power  of  these  masses  was  so  greats  that  the  Victory  was  so 
&r  lifted  up,  that  her  keel  rested  upon  the  ice,  giving  her  a 
list  to  the  starboard,  that  it  was  expected  every  moment  she 
would  be  capsized. 

The  22nd  was  the  day,  on  which  the  hopes  of  the  crew  were 
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raised  to  the  highest  pitch.  At  4  o'clock  in  the  raorning,  to 
their  astonishment  and  joy,  the  bay  appeared  all  clear  of  ice, 
as  if  the  i^vork  had  been  achieved  b^  the  potency  of  some  power- 
ful magician ;  and  that  he  had  literally  swept  it  away  by  the 
effect  of  his  incantations.  The  ice  was  above  a  mile  and  a  half  off 
shore,  and  at  7  o'clock,  all  hands  were  turned  out  to  cut  a  canal 
through  the  young  ice ;  impressed  with  the  hope,  that  the 
period  of  their  emancipation  had  arrived.  At  10  o*clock,  how- 
ever, they  all  returned  on  board,  on  account  of  the  ice  beginning 
to  close  in,  but  at  tweli|p,  it  again  made  a  move  outwards,  and 
the  men  were  enabled  to  resume  their  labors.  By  3  o'clock,  the 
canal  was  finished,  and  all  were  now  on  the  tiptoe  of  expecta- 
tion for  the  moment  when  the  Victory  was  to  be  loosed  from 
her  moorings,  and  to  proceed  on  her  voyage.  Towards  night 
the  ice  was  setting  N.  E.  with  variable  winds;  but  still,  if  no 
adverse  circumstances  took  place  in  the  night,  the  flattering 
hope  was  entertained,  that  it  would  be  possible  to  tow  the  ship 
along  the  canal,  and  gain  the  offing,  where  there  was  not  the 
slightest  appearance  of  ice 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  '23rd,  two  men  were  sent  over 
the  hills,  to  survey  the  state  of  the  ice,  and  although  tbey  re- 
ported that  it  was  close  packed  in  shore,  yet  that  it  was  quite 
loose  in  the  offing.  All  hands  were  immediately  put  to  clearing 
away  the  heavy  ice  from  the  mouth  of  the  canal,  and  the  whale 
boat  was  sent  away  to  examine  its  state  in  the  offing.  It  was 
found,  that  it  was  setting  south-west ;  this,  indeed,  was  a  severe 
check  to  the  fulfilment  of  their  hopes,  and  by  10  o'clock  on  the 
following  morning,  the  last  blow  was  given  to  the  emancipation 
of  the  Victory — her  doom  was  sealed ;  for  the  ice  set  into  the 
bay,  at  a  most  rapid  rate,  bearing  some  resemblance  to  the 
mascaret  or  the  bore  of  the  Oanges,  sweeping  every  thing  before 
it  with  an  irresistible  force,  and  before  midday,  the  whole  of  the 
bay  was  more  densely  choaked,  than  it  had  ever  appeared  at 
any  previous  period.  All  hands  were  now  employed  in  securing 
the  ship,  as  well  as  the  boats  that  were  on  the  young  ice^  and 
after  a  considerable  degree  of  labor,  the  ship  was  got  to  the 
bottom  of  the  canal,  and  there  made   fast. 
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On  the  24ih9  the  ice  again  made  a  move,  as  if  it  would  leave 
the  bay ;  but  now,  if  the  navigation  had  been  clear,  the  wind 
was  directly  adverse  to  them  leaving  the  harbour,  as  it  blew 
hard  from  the  north,  which,  although  favorable  for  clearing  it 
of  ice,  was  contrary  to  enabling  the  ship,  if  out,  to  clear  the 
north  east  point  of  the  bay. 

The  clear  water  outside,  was  open  until  nearly  the  end  of 
October,  but  in  the  bay,  the  ice  was  a  foot  ia  thickness,  and 
every  hope  was  now  abandoned  of  reaching  England  again  in 
the  Victory.  The  ship  was  therefore  properly  secured,  more  as 
a  place  of  residence  for  the  approaching  winter,  than  with  any 
expectation  of  ever  being  able  to  get  her  to  sea  again.  She 
was  totally  unrigged,  and  every  thing,  that  could  be  taken,  was 
carried  on  shore,  with  the  exception  of  the  provisions,  which 
were  now  reduced  to  a  very  small  quantity  ;  it  being  ascertained 
that  there  was  not  a  sufficiency  for  the  support  of  the  crew, 
beyond  the  ensuing  May  or  June. 

We  are  now  arrived  at  that  point,  when  it  becomes  necessary 
to  speak  of  that  discovery,  to  which  the  greatest  importance 
is  at^hed ;  namely,  the  discovery  of  the  true  position  of  the 
magnetic  pole,  which,  in  the  words  of  Capt.  Ross,  is  the  crown 
of  all  his  discoveries,  or  rather  of  the  discoveries  of  Commander 
Ross ;  for  it  must  be  understood,  that  when  speaking  of  any 
discovery,  that  was  made  during  this  expedition,  it  is  always 
implied,  that  such  discovery  was  made  by  the  latter  officer,  for 
we  are  not  aware  of  a  single  one  having  been  effected  by  Capt. 
Ross  himself,  although  on  his  return,  the  fable,  of  the  fly  on 
the  coach  wheel,  was  completely  verified,  and  a  privilege  of 
royalty  assumed,  by  making  use  of  the  first  person  plural,  when 
speaking  of  the  great  achievements,  which  he  accomplished ;  in 
which  particular  he  also  resembled  royalty,  in  another  very 
striking  feature,  namely  that  both  of  them  are  decidedly  ignorant 
of  the  subject  matter,  to  which  their  authority  is  attached. 

Were  we  inclined  to  give  credence  to  the  different  reports 
circulated,  on  the  return  of  Capt.  Ross,  relative  to  the  discovery 
of  the  magnetic  pole,  we  should  be  apt  to  consider  the  greater 
part  of  the  account  as  wholly  fabulous,  and  that  the  tme  position 
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of  the  pole  is  a  problem  still  remaining  to  be  solved.  We  ven- 
ture to  express  this  extraordinary  opinion  upon  the  circumstance, 
that  if  such  an  important  event  had  actually  taken  place,  as  the 
discovery  of  the  magnetic  pole,  it  vrould  have  been  a  matter  of 
such  triumph  and  exultation,  that  the  whole  crew  would  have 
been  made  acquainted  with  it,  as  '*  the  chief  crown  and  glory ^^ 
of  the  expedition.  We  have  it,  however,  positively  in  our  power 
to  affirm,  that  some  of  the  crew  had  never  heard  of  the  discovery 
of  the  magnetic  pole,  until  the  supposed  position  of  it  was 
pointed  out  to  them,  by  Commander  Ross,  in  the  Panorama  of 
the  expedition  exhibited  in  Leicester  square.  We  have  had 
this  circumstance  corroborated  by  two  of  the  crew,  one  of  them 
a  petty  officer;  and  therefore  it  naturally  gave  rise  to  some 
doubts  in  our  mind,  whether  the  discovery  of  the  position  of 
the  magnetic  pole  was  ever,  in  reality,  accomplished  in  this  ex- 
pedition. Considerable  information,  however,  on  this  important 
point,  was  elicited  from  several  individuals,  who  were  examined 
before  the  committee  of  the  House  of  Commons ;  but  it  will  be 
seen  that  the  individual,  to  whom  the  honor  of  the  discovery 
belongs,  and  from  whom,  in  consequence,  it  was  to  be  supposed 
that  the  greater  portion  of  valuable  information  was  to  be  ob- 
tained, was  merely  asked  two  or  three  questions :  whilst,  on  the 
other  hand,  such  questions  were  put  to  Capt.  Roes,  as  were 
likely  to  impress  upon  the  minds  of  the  committee,  that  he 
himself  was  the  actual  discov^er  of  it. 

We  have  already  taken  all  becoming  notice  of  the  discovery 
of  Capt.  Ross,  that  the  light  of  a  candle  and  the  buttons  of  his 
coat  had  an  effect  upon  the  magnet;  and  in  the  course  of  that 
inquiry,  he  is  asked — **  The  position  of  the  magnetic  pole  had 
already  been  determined  by  previous  observation  I'* — "  Yes,  by 
previous  observation ;  by  our  own  observation  we  had  deter- 
mined we  were  within  a  very  short  distance,  where  the  ship 
was,  from  the  magnetic  pole.  By  continuing  these  observations, 
we  arrived  at  the  spot." 

In  explanation  of  this  answer,  it  must  be  observed,  that  it 
was  by  an  excellent  dipping  needle,  constructed  by  Jones,  that 
Commander  Ross  was  able  to  determine  the  spot,  with  tolerable 
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precision ;  but  it  was  then  feared,  that  the  real  position  of  the 
pole  could  only  be  approached  by  a  land  journey,  which  was 
beyond  the  limited  means  of  the  expedition.  These  fears  were, 
however^  dispelled,  by  the  discovery  of  the  western  sea,  men- 
tioned in  our  narrative  of  the  events,  which  took  place  in  the 
year  1831.  The  party,  who  were  first  sent  on  the  investigation 
of  this  interesting  subject,  had  with  them  but  a  very  small  supply 
of  instruments,  and  therefore  brought  back  with  them  only  some 
imperfect  indications  of  the  object,  of  which  they  were  in 
search ;  but  when  it  appeared,  that  another  winter  must  neces- 
sarily be  passed  in  those  regions,  preparations  were  made  for  a 
more  accurate  survey :  and  in  May  1831,  a  series  of  observations 
determined,  as  far  as  the  evidence  of  instruments  is  conclusive, 
the  place  <^  the  magnetic  meridian,  and  the  exact  position  of 
the  magnetic  pole. 

Capt  Ross,  on  being  asked  the  exact  longitude  of  the  position 
of  the  pole,  replied, — *'  That  we  have  not  yet  exactly  determined 
the  point  of  longitude— about  96^.  47'.'' 

Was  this  answer  founded  on  truth,  or  was  it  given  to  mislead 
the  committee,  for  the  purpose  of  reserving  to  himself  the  full 
explanation  of  it,  at  some  future  period  ;  or,  it  might  happen, 
that  Commander  Ross  had  not  then  imparted  to  his  uncle,  the 
exact  longitude  ;  for  it  must  have  appeared  open  to  the  meanest 
capacity,  that  if  the  longitude  had  not  been  determined  on 
the  spot,  it  was  not  probable  that  it  could  be  determined  in 
England:  by  the  same  parity  of  reasoning,  he  might  have  said, 
that  he  had  not  determined  the  latitude  or  longitude  of  Koka- 
lookiook,  but  that  he  would  determine  both  in  his  residence  at 
London. 

Capt.  Ross  was  next  asked,  "  Before  you  reached  the  position 
of  the  magnetic  pole,  what  was  the  greatest  variation  of  the 
compass  !*' — ^'  We  were  then  at  a  variation  of  90  degrees 
westerly;  previously  to  that,  we  had  been  180  degrees;  we 
passed  round  it ;  whichever  way  we  passed  it,  as  we  passed 
round  it,  the  compass  turned  towards  it  horizontally ;  and  when 
we  were  to  the  north  or  south  of  it,  we  turned  a  variation  of 
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180  degrees.    When  we  were  east  or  west,  our  variation  was  90 
degrees/* 

"Did  that  increase  by  degrees,  or  all  at  onceT — "By  de- 
grees, as  we  proceeded  round  it;  our  instruments  were  con- 
structed for  the  purpose,  delicately  hung  on  hairs.  I  had  one 
instrument  constructed  by  Dollond,  for  the  express  purpose  of 
observing  the  diurnal  variation."' 

"  Although  Capt.  Parry  never  arrived  at  the  point  of  the 
magnetic  pole,  is  it  not  the  case,  that  he  had  ascertained  its 
situation,  by  experiments,  that  he  had  made  ?*'—-''  Certainly  not. 
Capt.  Parry  is  as  much  on  the  one  side,  as  Capt.  Franklin  was 
on  the  other ;  and  it  is  an  extraordinary  fact,  the  mean  between 
the  two,  comes  within  a  short  distance  of  the  actual  spot.'' 

"  Does  Capt.  Parry  state,  in  any  part  of  his  despatches  to  the 
Admiralty,  or  his  book,  that  he  discovered  the  magnetic 
pole" — ^''No.'* 

'^  He  lays  no  claim  to  it?*' — ^"  No.  he  only  stated  the  sup- 
posed situation  of  it,  which  turned  out  to  be  100  miles  erroneous.'' 

"  Within  what  area  do  you  conceive  you  have  reduced  the 
situation  of  it?  — "  One  mile." 

^'  Will  you  state  to  the  committee,  how  near  to  the  actual 
position  of  the  magnetic  pole,  in  the  expedition  under  your  com- 
mand, you,  or  any  observer  attached  to  that  expedition,  ap- 
proached the  position,  taken  oy  estimate,  and  not  by  observa- 
tion?"— ^"The  position  was  taken  by  observation,  by  Commander 
Ross,  who  reported  to  me,  that  he  had  reached  the  exact  spot : 
this  accorded  with  my  own  observations  at  the  ship,  and  at 
several  other  places,  at  a  short  distance  from  the  position  he 
laid  it  down." 

"  Are  the  committee  to  understand,  that  at  several  different 
spots,  that  particular  position  of  the  magnetic  needle,  that  dip 
took  place,  which  authorizes  you  to  assert,  such  spot  or  spots 
to  be  the  true  position  of  the  magnetic  pole;  in  other  words, 
did  the  needle  dip  perpendicularly  at  more  than  one  spot,  and  if 
at  more  than  one^  .vhat  was  the  distance  between  any  one 
and  any  other  ?" 
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We  have  it  not  in  our  power  to  record  the  name  of  the  erudite 
member,  who  put  this  series  of  scientiOc  questions  to  Capt.  Ross ; 
but  we  have  great  reason  to  believe,  that  he  found  himself  in 
the  situation  of  the  worthy  brewer  of  Chisweil-street,  on  the 
occasion  of  the  royal  visit  to  his  brewery,  when  the  inqusitive 
monarch  put  a  whole  set  of  questions  to  him,  consecutively, 
without  waiting  for  an  answer  lo  any  one;  on  which,  the 
brewer  became  so  confounded,  that  he  said  to  himself:—* 


— — — —  Now  may  I  be  oarst. 
If  I  know  which  to  answer  first. 

Capt.  Ross,  however,  acted  a  more  political  part,  and  therefore 
considered,  that  it  would  be  wholly  satisfactory  to  the  com- 
mittee, if  he  answered  one  of  the  questions;  and  therefore  he 
briefly  replied,  ''  The  needle  dips  more  at  the  exact  spot.*' 

'*  What  was  the  area  V^ — I  think,  within  a  mile  :  but  all 
these  things  are  going  through  a  committee;  there  is  a  com* 
mittee  of  scientific  calculation;  there  is  a  spherical  calculation 
of  scientific  people  on  shore,  which  will  make  the  necessary 
allowances  for  the  spherical  figure  of  the  earth.'* 

"  By  uhom,  and  at  whut  time,  was  the  name  of  our  most  gra* 
cious  sovereign  William  the  Fourth,  fixed  to  that  particular 
spot,  which  you  describe  as  the  true  position  of  the  magnetic 
pole.r 

These  are  plain  simple  questions ;  and  no  doubt  whatever  can 
exist,  that  it  was  in  the  power  of  Capt.  Ross  to  give  a  clear  and 
explicit  answer  to  them.  If  the  name  had  been  affixed  by 
himself,  it  amounts  almost  to  a  certainty,  that  he  would  have 
imparted  the  flattering  information  to  the  committee ;  on  the 
same  principle,  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  that,  if  he  had  known 
it,  he  would  have  hesitated  for  a  moment,  to  impart  to  the 
committee,  the  exact  time  when  the  name  was  so  affixed,  ac- 
cording to  the  plain  tenor  of  the  question,  that  was  put  to  him. 
The  answer,  however,  as  given  by  Capt.  Ross,  had  not  the 
slightest  connexion  with  the  questions,  that  were  put  to  him : 
for  he  answered,  "  It  was  named  after  the  Duke  of  Clarence ; 
25.  4g 
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aod  on  the  Sunday  after  mj  arrival,  I  received  his  majeatjr'a  per- 
mission to  change  the  name  to  that  of  King  William/' 

The  committee  were  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  answer, 
although  not  the  slightest  information  was  given  to  them,  of 
the  individual,  who  a6Sxed  the  name,  nor  the  time,  when 
the  ceremony  was  performed.  On  thic  subject  we  can  only  say, 
that  an  opportunity  was  here  afforded  to  Capt.  Ross,  of  doing 
that  justice  to  a  meritorious  and  highly -talented  individual, 
which  he  richly  deserved  from  him,  and  without  whose  services 
his  expedition  would  scarcely  have  one  redeeming  feature  to 
save  it  from  contempt  and  oblivion.  We  hesitate  not  to  affirm, 
that  throughout  the  whole  of  the  evidence,  as  brought  before 
the  committee,  there  was  a  decided  disposition  to  thrust  Capt. 
Ross  forward  as  the  grand  mover,  the  primum  mobile  of  all  th« 
most  important  transactions,  which  distinguished  the  expedi* 
tion  ;  and  keeping  the  individual  in  the  back  ground,  to  whom 
the  merit  of  every  discovery  was  due,  and  who  alone  was  de« 
serving  of  the  favor  and  gratitude  of  his  country.  TImt  the 
evasive  answers,  which  Capt.  Ross  gave,  in  many  instances, 
could  not  have  been  satisfactory  to  the  committee,  must  be  ad- 
mitted  by  every  individual,  who  has  perused  the  report  of  the 
evidence ;  but  not  in  a  single  instance,  did  any  member  pf  the 
committee,  on  receiving  an  evasive  answer  to  his  question, 
from  which,  if  correctly  answered,  some  information  might 
have  been  derived,  ever  repeat  his  question,  or  call  upon  Capt. 
Ross  to  give  some  further  explanation  on  the  8id>ject  then  under 
his  immediate  examination. 

As  elucidatory  of  the  foregoing  remarks,  we  will  take  the  ex- 
amination of  Capt.  Beaufort,  hydrographer  to  the  Admiralty, 
in  regard  to  the  discovery  of  the  position  of  the  magnetic  pole, 
and  in  which  the  questions  are  so  couched,  as  if  Commander 
Ross  had  had  no  concern  whatever  in  the  discovery 
.  '*  Have  you  any  reason  to  believe  ikai  Capt.  Ross  discovered^ 
or  that  he  approached  the  temporary  position  of  the  magnetic 
pole,  during  the  last  voyage  f — **  From  what  he  says,  he  «eemB 
lo  have  been  very  near  it ;  and  his  observations  very  nearly 
agree  with  those  of  Capt.  Franklin  and  Capt.  Parry,  in  their 
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preTiotts  voyages;  they  all  poiDt  to  about  the  same  place,  but  he 
was  much  nearer  to  it  than  his  predecessors/' 

''  You  consider  that  he  approached  much  nearer  to  it,  than 
any  of  his  predecessors?'" — ''  Yes,  close  to  it,  I  should  think.^ 

"  Do  you  mean,  that  he  in  person  approached  nearer  to  it,  or, 
that  he  fixed  the  point  with  greater  accuracy,  than  his  prede- 
cessors had  done  T' — "  I  mean  to  say,  that  either  he,  or  his 
nephew,  or  both,  from  the  description  they  gave  of  their  ob« 
servations,  appear  to  have  been  close  to  it/' 

It  must  be  borne  in  mind,  that  Capt.  Ross  admits  in  his  evi* 
dence  that  he  himself  was  not  within  40  miles  of  the  position 
of  the  pole. 

The  examination  continues  :  Did  he  fix  the  situation  of  the 
magnetic  pole  with  greater  accuracy,  than  had  been  previously 
done  by  others?'' — ''  I  think  whoever  approached  nearest  to  it. 
may  be  considered  to  have  the  best  claim  to  that  honor  ;  but  there 
can  be  no  specific  or  precise  point,  within  a  degree  or  half  a  de- 
gree :  like  the  point  of  a  needle,  its  exact  position  must  be  in* 
Tolved  in  doubt,  even  with  the  most  accurate  observation,  and 
can  be  determined  only  by  observing  the  direction  of  the  nee* 
die,  at  several  different  points  around  it/' 

*'  Do  you  conceive  that  the  phenomena  observed  by  Capt. 
Boss,  with  respect  to  the  magnetic  pole,  are  of  any  advantage 
to  science  ?" — *'  Certainly,  as  confirming  the  position  of  the  north 
magnetic  pole,  and  as  contributing  to  our  little  stock  of  mag- 
netic  knowledge,  which  Hanstein  and  others  are  sttfl  assiduously 
pursuing.'' 

The  examination  of  Mr.  Children,  one  of  the  Secretaries  of 
the  Royal  Society,  is  highly  interesting  and  important,  as 
&r  as  it  concerns  the  great  question  of  the  position  of  the 
magnetic  pole;  and  in  it,  he  very  properly,  and  with  a 
strict  regard  to  truth,  places  the  laurels  on  those  brows,  which 
are  the  most  deserving  of  wearing  them. 

Mr.  Children  is  asked,  "  Are  you  of  opinion,  from  what  you 
know  of  Capt.  Ross'  discoveries  in  the  last  voyage,  that  the 
expedition  has  been  productive  of  important  advantages  to 
science!'' — ^"I    think    it    has,    by    Commander     Ross    having 
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deafly  ii<tc<^rtained   the  position  of  the  north    magnetic   pol^; 
1  think  that  there  is  a  singular  coincidence  in  the  spot,   isvhich 
ha  has  determined  by  experiments,  to  be  the  true  positionl  of 
the  magnetic  pole,  and   that  inferred  from  philosophical   con- 
siderations, by  Professor  Barlow.     Professor   Barlow    pu'blished 
a  paper  in  the  last  volume  of  the   Philosophical   Transactions 
on  magnetic  lines  of  equal  variation ;  at  the  conclusion  of  that 
paper  he  says,  that,  to   which  I  will  beg   the  attention  of  the 
committee  :  it  will  perhaps  put  in  a  stronger  light  the  importance 
of  that  discovery,  than  any  thing  I  can  say.    It  is  a  postscript  to 
Mr.  Barlow's  paper,  on  the   present  situation  of  the  magnetic 
lines  of  equal  variation.     "  Since  this  paper  was  read,  and  th^ 
globe  and  chart   referred   to  in  this  article  were  drawn,  Capt« 
Ross  has  returned  from  his  long  and  adventurous  voyage.  It  will 
be  seen,  by  a  reference  to  the  polar  chart,  that  although  I   wag 
enabled  to  lay  down  the  curves  of  equal  variation,  to  within 
a  few  degrees  of  their  point  of  concurrence,  yet  they  all  ter- 
minated before  arriving  at  it,  for  want  of  sufficient  data.     These 
are  now  supplied,  and  it  is  very  gratifying  to  me,  as  I  hope  it 
may  be  also  to  Capt.  Ross  and  to  Commander  James   Ross,  t6 
find»  that  the  very  spot,  in  which  they  have  found   the  needle 
perpendicular,  that  is,  the  pole  itself,  is  precisely  that  point  on 
my  globe  and  chart,    in   which  by  supposing  all  the   lines  to 
meet,  the  several  curves  would   best   preserve  their    unity  of 
character,  both    separately  and   conjointly   as  a  system."    The 
importance  as  it  strikes  me  of  their  coincidence,  is  this^  it  is 
clearly  of  very  great  importance   to  navigation,   to  know  what 
the  variation  of  the  needle  is  in  every  part,  and  the  lines  of  equal 
variation  which  Professor  Barlow  has  laid  down,  will  be   in 
that  respect  extremely  important,  if  they  be  true ;  their  coin- 
cidence   with  the  actual   observations  of  Commander  James 
Ross,  must  necessarily  give  a  great  confidence  in  them.  * 

On  this  part  of  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Children,  we  may  be 
alk>wed  to  say  a  few  words,  as  it  contains  a  discrepancy  with 
the  evidence  of  Capt.  Ross,  which  called  for  some  minute  ex- 
planation, but  wUcb,  it  was  not  thought  proper  by  the  com* 
mittee  to  enter  into*  According  to  the  evidence  of  Mr  Children, 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


L^ST    VOYAOK  OP    CAPT.   ROSS.  Stt 

Piofessor  Bs^rlow  was  ip  possessiou  of  the  knowledge  of  the  eiaet 
spot  lyhere  the  magnetic  pole  is  situated  ;  this»  is  however, 
iiiore  thaa  caa  be  said  of  Capt.  Ross  himself,  for,  on  being 
asked  by  one  of  the  committee,  to  state  the  point  where  the 
magnetic  pole  is,  he  answers,  "  That  the  longitude  of  it  has  n<H 
yet  been  determined,  but  he  supposes  it  to  be  about  96^  47'.  *^  Now 
we  are  borne  out  in  our  conjecture,  by  the  information  transmitted 
to  us  by  two  individuals,  who  were  with  the  expedition,  that  Capt. 
Ross  knew  nothing  of  the  position  of  the  magnetic  pole 
until  his  return  to  England,  when  it  was  communicated  to  him 
by  Commander  Ross ;  it  is  certain  that  the  latter  officer  was  not 
in  the  least  in  the  habit  of  imparting  to  Capt.  Ross  the  result  of 
his  scientific  discoveries;  and  we  can  assert,  with  the  utmost  con- 
fidence, that  Capt.  Ross,  so  far  from  his  being  able  to  state,  that 
he  was  within  forty  miles  of  the  magnetic  pole,  was  hardly 
within  a  hundred  of  it. 

The  only  two  individuals,  who  w^re  on  the  supposed  position 
of  the  magnetic  pole,  were  Commander  Ross,  and  Blankey,  the 
mate :  the  distance  from  the  ship  being  about  13*Z  miles  to  the 
westward,  as  laid  down   in  our  chart.    The  first  experiments, 
made  by  Cori}mander  Ross,  to  determine  the  exact  position  of 
the  magnetic  pole,  were   made  in  the  spring  of  1880,  during 
the  sojourn  of  the  Victory  in  Felix  Harbour:  they  were  con- 
tinued from  Sheriff*8  Harbour,  in  1831,  and  finally  from  Victory 
Harbour,  in  183'Z;   but,  whatever   the   respective    discoveries 
might  have  been,  it  is  most  certain  that  they  were  not  commu- 
nicated to  Capt.  Ross,  from  the   impression,  that  existed  in  the 
mind  of  Commander  Ross,  that  whatever  discoveries  he  made, 
they  were  exclusively  his  own  ;  and  that  he  was  not  under  any 
obligation  to  communicate   them  to   the   commander  of  the  ex;^ 
pedition,   of  whom   he  considered    himself,  in  regard   to   bitf 
scientific.researches,  as  wholly  independent.    That  this  absence 
of   all  confidential   intercourse  between   the  two  officers,   must 
have  been  highly  detrimental  to  the  general  design  of  the  ex- 
pedition, cannot  for  a  moment  admit  of  a  doubt.     Whateveit 
xnig'ht  have  been  the  physical  infirmity  of  Capt.  Ross,  so  as  to 
disable  him  froin  taKing  those  long  excursions  into  the  coutttiyi 
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which  were  necessary  for  the  prosecution  of  particular  scientific 
pursuits,  yet  he  was  by  no  means  incapable  of  assisting  a  more 
able  and  Tigorbua  Individual  with  his  advice  and  experience, 
oil  some  points,  the  investigation  of  which  might  be  attended 
with  the  greatest  benefit  to  the  general  design  of  the  expedition. 
But  so  Ht  fVom  either  of  them  solioiting  the  assistance  of  the 
other,  or  entering  into  any  active  co<iOperation,  by  which  a  par- 
ticular end  might  be  accomplished,  the  result  of  their  respective 
•eientific  inquiries  was  as  little  known  to  each  other,  as  if  they 
had  been  declared  rivals  and  competitors  for  a  prize,  the  success 
of  which  depended  on  the  closest  secresy.  The  conduct  of 
Comasander  Ross  was  perhaps  regulated  by  his  intention  to 
give  to  the  public,  on  his  return,  an  accurate  description  of  his 
scientific  diecoveries,  and  therefore  any  communication  of  them 
ib  another  party,  might  have  operated  as  an  injury  to  his  pub- 
lication ;  it  is  therefore  most  probable  that,  on  the  return  of  the 
two  officere,  a  coalition  took  place  between  them ;  and  that  it 
WM  thought  moat  advisable  for  both  parties,  to  form  one  work, 
embracing  the  discoTeries  and  general  information  of  both,  than 
to  commit  a  mutual  injury,  by  a  separate  and  independent  pub- 
lication. 

In  regard  to  the  secresy,  that  was  observed  touching  the  dis* 
coTory  of  the  magnetic  pole,  it  must  be  allowed,  that  there  is 
am  esitntial  diflbrenoe  in  the  information,  which  Commander 
Rosa  gave  to  the  committee  of  the  House,  and  that,  which  has 
been  transmitted  to  us  by  our  informants :  the  former  dktinctly 
tells  tb#  committee,  that  having  discovered  the  position  of  the 
QMigaetie  pole,  be  conducted  a  party  to  the  spot;  the  latter 
informs  ne,  that  they  never  heard  of  the  discovery  until  the  spot 
wee  actuallv  pointed  out  to  them  by  Commander  Ross  himself^  in 
Ibe  panorama,  which  was  exhibited  in  Leicester  square.  In 
the  midst  of  this  conflicting  testimony,  it  is  most  difficult  to 
my»  to  whom  credence  is  to  be  given  ;  we  cannot  attach  any 
earrupt  motive  to  Commander  Ross  for  the  evidence,  which 
Wgava^  nor^  on  the  other  hand,  can  we  trace  any  motive,  hj 
which  our  informants  could  be  actuated  in  declaring  their  ei« 
tsepM  ignorance  of  an  eveat,  which  forms  the  most  important 
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feature  of  the  expediiion,  «nd  which  nioM  perhaps  will  rtnd^r. 
it  ttemorable  in  the  annals  of  navigation. 

There  is^  however,  another  subject  connected  with  the  igno* 
ranee  in  Which  the  crew  were  kept  in  regard  to  the  discoveries, 
that  were  made,  which  goes  a  great  way  to  confirm  our  suspi- 
cions, that  some  of  the  events  of  the  voyage  had  a  character 
given  to  them  on  the  return  of  Capt.  Ross  to  England,  which 
did  not  take  place  according  tc  the  statements  given  by  that 
officer  to  the  committee  of  the  House  of  Commons.    In   th# 
official  letter,  which  Capt.  Ross,  wrote  on  board  the  Isabella  of 
Hull,  in  Baffin's  Bay  to  the  honourable  George  Elliot,  secretary  to 
the  Admiralty,  he  says,  "we  have  however  the  consolation  that 
the  results   of  this  expedition  have  been   conclusive,  and  to 
science  highly  important:   and  may  be  brielBy  comprehended^ 
ia  the  following  words ;  the  discovery  of  the  gulph  of  Boothia 
the  continent  and  isthmus  of  Boothia  Feltx^  and  a  vast  num- 
ber of  islands,  rivers,  lakes,  &c.**    In  all  the  voyages,  whioh 
have  come  under  our  perusal,  we  have  generally  found  a  certain 
ceremony  performed  on  taking  possession  of  a  newly  discovered 
country  in  the  name  of  the  reigning  sovereign^   and  certainly 
it  could  not  be  supposed  that  so  valuable  an  accession   to  the 
British  dominions,  as  a  few  hundred  miles  of  rocks,  and  sterile 
ground  could  have  taken  place  without  the  necessary  forms  be- 
ing gone  through,  and  the  event  celebrated  with  that  pomp  and 
ceremony  befitting  so  important  an  occasion.     Requiring  in- 
formation on  that  point  from  one  of  our  authorities,  we  were 
informed  "  that  the  country  of  Boothia  commences  at  Possession 
Place,  which  was  the  first  land  that  Capt.  Ross  went  on  shore 
after  sailing  above  Garry  Bay,  which  point  terminates   Capt. 
Parry's  furthest  discovery  up  Regent's  Inlet ;  the  south  point 
of  Garry  Bay  is  about  25  to  90  miles  in  S.  S.  W,  direction 
to  and  Possession  Place  lies  about  eighteen  miles  in  a  S.  by  W- 
direction,  so  on  we  go  till  we  get  up  to  Felix  Harbour,  which 
I  verily  believe  it  is  all  called  Boothia,  but  as  to  the  name  of 
Boothia,  not  a  man  -knew  such  a  name  vfas  given  until  t^e  came 
to  England:' 

We  have  given  this  part  verbatim,  as  it  standi  in   the    ma^ 
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nijUMsript  before  us;  and  certainly  it  must  be  admitted,  thai  we- 
are  warranted  in  drawing  the  conclusiont  that  the  last  voyage 
of  Capt.  Ross  has  been  distinguished  by  a  character,  which  is 
wholly  foreign  to  that,  which  has  been  impressed  upon  every 
previous  voyage  of  discovery,  namely,  that  the  crew  of  the  ship 
should  be  kept  in  actual  ignorance  of  the  principal  discoveries 
that  were  made,  until  their  return  to  their  native  country.  It  is 
perhap<i,  no  irrational  conjecture,  that  some  suspicion  was  lurk* 
ipg.in  the  breast  of  Capt.  Ross,  that  his  crew  would  have  been 
disposed  to  laugh  at  the  circumstance  of  his  taking  formal  pos- 
session of  a  tract  of  barren  ground,  of  which  the  bear  and  fox 
have  held  the  fee  simple  from  the  time  they  emigrated  from 
Eden,  and  therefore  he  took  upon  himself  individually,  as  the  re*, 
presentative  of  his  Britannic  majesty,  the  distinguished  office,  of 
annexing  so  valuable  a  territory  to  his  dominions,  not  doubting 
but  his  title  would  be  as  good  and  indisputable,  as  if  it  bad 
been  established  in  the  presence  of  a  host  of  witnesses. 

Capt  Ross,  according  to  our  authority,  stands  nearly  in  the 
same  predicament  respecting  the  magnetic  pole,  for  in  the 
manuscript  before  us,  we  read,  "  the  magnetic  pole  was  found 
by  Commander  Ross,  both  in  the  first  spring,  and  in  the  second^ 
viz.  1830,  1831,  but  none  of  us  knew  anything  about  it,  uniil 
we  came  home  ;  for  instance,  1  knew  nothing  of  it,  until  I  saw 
Commander  Ross  at  the  panorama,  when  he  told  me  it  was 
about  182  miles  to  the  westward  of  the  ship,  which  must  be 
inland.    Capt.  Ross  knows  nothing  about  the  magnetic  fole^ 

During  the  progress  of  this  work,  we  have  had  the  charge 
brought  against  us  of  having  wielded  the  satiric  thong  too 
severely  upon  Capt.  Ross,  and  that  actuated  by  some  spirit  of 
partiality,  we  have  withheld  from  him  that  merit,  which  others 
hate  been  so  much  disposed  to  award  him.  We  profess  our 
willingness  to  appear  at  any  oar,  which  the  most  ardent  ad* 
mircrs  of  Capt.  Ross  may  select,  and  then  and  there  to  prove, 
that  we  have  "nothing  extenuated,  nor  set  dpwn  aught  in 
malice  ;^'  but  that  wo  have  been  guided  by  a  determined  spirit 
to  expose  the  facts,  as  they  have  been  represented  to  us^and 
which    have  reached  us    from  those  quarters,    where  no  motive 
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i«iHild  potfiibiy  •xUt  for  a  feldfication  of  the  principal  circum- 
utaiicet  of  the  TOjage,  and  which  were  collected  at  the  time« 
without  the  most  distant  Tiew  of  them  ever  being  stibmitted  to 
the  public  ejre.     Let  it  also  be  considered,  that  Capt.  Ross  was 
the  first  to  commence  hostilities,  by  advertisements  In  the  news- 
papers and  his  cironlars^  in  which  he  declared  to  the  public,  that 
we  were  not  in  possession  of  any  authentic  information  respecting 
the  expedition ;  nor  that  any  documents  or  other  vouchers   had 
been  furnished  us,  by  any  individual,  who  had  accompanied  him 
on  the  expedition.  Sufficient  evidence,  however,  has  been  adduced 
to  show  that  the  public  statement  of  Capt.  Ross  had  no  foundation 
whatever  in  truth :  and  we  candidly  tell  him,  that  we  have  waited 
anxiously  for  the  appearance  of  his  publication^  in  order  that 
we  might  contrast  his  own  statement  of  certain  circumstances, 
with  that  of  which  we  are  in  possession,  and  where  the  most 
decided  blame  was  attached  to  him,  by  the  whole  of  his  crew. 
The  undertaking,  it  is  said,  was  a  noble  one :  and,  therefore,  if 
an  error  of  judgment  now  and  then  exhibited  itself,  it  ought 
not  to  have  been  visited  by  the  keen   inflictions  of  satire  or  of 
ridicule,  but  it  should  have   been  softened  down,  on  account  of 
the  respect,  which  is  due  to  that  character,  who,  without  any 
selfish  motive,  could  brave  the  perils  of  an  arctic  voyage,  and 
incur  the  probable  loss  of  his  fortune,  gained  perhaps  in  the 
honorable  service  of  his  country,  from  a  noble  and  laudable 
disposition  to  advance  the  interests  of  science,  and  the  honoi^of 
the  nation,  to  which  he  belongs.     Far  be  it  from  us,  to  treat  a 
character  of  that  stamp  w.ith  indignity  or  disrespect:  but,  dis- 
posed as  we  may  be,  to  mete  out  our  applause  and  approbation 
of  such  a  cliaracter,  wherever  we  may  happen  to  fall  in  with  it, 
we  have  still  some  right  to  expect  that,  before  a  person  com- 
mences any  great  undertaking,  he  should  calmly  and  dispassion- 
ately enter  into  a  close  examination  of  his  own  abilities,  and 
whether  he  can  perform  with  vigor  and  accuracy,  those  duties, 
on  which  the  accomplishment  of  the  g^eat  end,  which  he  has  in 
view,  must  necessarily  depend.     It  is  an  easy  thing  for  a  man 
to  project  some  great  underuking  : — a  man  may  project  the 
junction  of  the  Red  Sea  with  the  Mediterranean:  another  may 
project  the  enditing  of  an  epic  poem  on  the  glorious  benefits  of 
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aristocracy  to  a  nation ;  and  a  third  may  project  the  dlacoVery 
of  the  North  West  Passage ;  but  the  mere  project,  Without  the 
talent  to  carry  it  into  execution,  is  a  bubble  and  a  bauble ;  and 
so  far  from  the  projectors  gaining  the  esteem  and  respect  of 
their  cotemporaries,  they  frequently  expose  themselves  to  con* 
tempt  and  ridicule.  Dr.  Darwin  projected  the  refrigeration  of 
the  tropics,  by  towing,  perhaps,  the  very  icebergs,  that  stood  in 
the  way  of  Capt.  Ross'  progress,  to  the  vicinity  of  the  equator. 
Lord  Monboddo*  projected  an  improvement  in  the  declining 
stature  of  his  countrymen,  by  the  importation  of  a  few  hundred 
Patagonians  ;  and  we  know  a  certain  baronet,  who  projected  a 
life-boat,  in  which  half  of  the  crew  were  drowned,  the  very 
first  time  it  put  to  sea.  It  is  not,  therefore,  the  mere  project 
itself,  which  is  deserving  of  the  slightest  consideration  ;  and  by 
the  same  parity  of  reasoning,  we  consider,  that  the  individual, 
who  projects  an  expedition  for  the  discovery  of  the  North  West 
Passage,  and  attempts  to  carry  it  into  execution,  is  only  de- 
serving of  our  respect  and  approbation,  in  proportion  to  the 
talent  and  ability,  which  he' displays  towards  the  accomplish- 
ment  of  his  design.  If,  however,  it  should  appear,  that  he  has 
completely  over-rated  his  abilities — that  he  was  totally  incompe- 
tent from  physical  infirmity,  to  the  performance  of  those  duties, 
which  his  situation  particularly  imposed  upon  him — that  he  was 
obliged  to  be  dependent  upon  the  skill  and  exertions  of  an- 
other for  any  discoveries,  that  might  be  made — ^that  a  want 
of  corporeal  energy,  and  an  imbecility  of  judgment  manifested 
themselves  on  several  occasions,  when  those  properties  were  the 
most  wanted — then  are  we  entitled  to  withhold  the  meed  of 
our  approbation,  and  to  give  to  each  transaction  that  depth  of 
colour,  which  its  culpability  or  its  imprudence  might  deserve. 
If,  however,  the  expedition  of  Capt.  Ross  had  been  confined  to 
its  original  character,  as  a  mere  matter  of  private  speculation. 


*  TMm  ecetatric  Irat  moit  Ictniad  nan.  had  a  great  arcnicn  fbr  every  one  vfto  was  of  a  dliaf . 
nnUva  itatun,  entertalniiif  the  opinion  that  ercnr  little  ma*  was  a  spsiiiluw  of  tiM  ds*tMra(Ml 
ttate  of  the  hanan  race.  Beinc  once  on  a  rlalt  In  Peithshlre,  where  his  lordship  was  also  m 
ffiaekt,  a  lady  and  her  two  sons,  the  taller  far  advanced  to  manltood,  bdt  very  low  la  stature, 
were  irtrodnced  to  him  i  and  dorliit  tlieir  tempcrary  abecnce,  the  moilMr,  la  fha  SriWMv  or 
msteraal  afltectkm,  said,  **  Well,  my  lord,  and  what  think  yon  of  my  two  sons  r 
»ab|2ect^  madam,*'  was  his  lordship's  rrply.  **  to  breed  poattUona." 
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we  fhould  not  have  deemed  ourMives  privileged  to  have  entered 
iaio  fueh  a  miiuita  discueeion  of  the  various  events  of  the 
vojage ;  nor  shonld  we  have  considered  ourselves  entitled  to 
treat  them  with  that  severity,  which  has  called  down  upon  us 
the  resentment  of  his  admirers. 

But  although  the  expedition  was  originally  undertaken  en- 
tirely as  an  enterprise  of  a  private  character,  and  the  govern^* 
man!  of  the  country  not  called  upon  to  be  responsible  for  any  of 
the  liabilities  incurred,  nor  to  take  any  notice  of  the  services  of 
the  individuals  engaged  in  it:  yet  it  was  no  sooner  terminated, 
than  the,  same  government  paid  £4680,  to  the  oflScers  and  men, 
•nd  £5000,  to  the  individual,  who  had  undertaken  the  expedition 
on  bis  own  risk  and  responsibility.  The  total  loss  of  that  in- 
dividual>  according  to  his  own  statement,  was  only  £8000  : 
the  whole  of  his  loss  was  therefore  made  good  to  him,  and  an 
additional  £2000,  as  a  bonus  for  his  services  Capt.  Ross, 
therefore,  appears  no  looger  before  the  public,  in  his  private 
character :  the  public  have  paid  him  for  his  services,  and  we, 
as  one  of  thai  public,  possess  the  right  to  examine  and  investi- 
gate the  merits  of  those  services,  for  which  be  has  been  so 
handsomely  remunerated,  and  to  bestow  upon  them  our  appro- 
bation,  or  to  denounce  them  as  wholly  undeserving  of  the 
money,  which  the  public  have  paid  for  them.  The  actions  of 
Capt.  Ross,  during  tlie  last  voyage,  have  become  as  much  public 
property,  as  those  of  Parry  were,  when  he  sailed  under  the 
immediate  sanction,  and  at  the  expence  of  the  government  of 
the  country,  with  this  difference  only,  that  government  agreed 
to  purchase  the  services  of  Capt.  Parry,  before  any  knowledge 
could  be  derived,  if  they  would  really  prove  worthy  of  the 
purchase;  and  the  services  of  Capt.  Ross  were  purchased  after 
the  full  extent  and  value  of  them  had  been  ascertained. 

We  here  take  this  opportunity  of  sincerely  congratulating  the 
country  upon  the  bargain,  which  it  has  made,  or  which  hM  been 
made  for  it,  by  those  eminent  and  enlightened  men,  to  whom 
the  people  have  delegated  the  right  of  squandering  away  their 
money  (having  so  great  a  superfluity  of  it)  on  individuals,  who 
perhaps  possess  no  other  claim  upon  the  nation,  than  that'  they 
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b»Te>  UBtbrlUDBiely  for  the  coudUj,  sprung  from  the  loint  of 
royalty*  or  on  Boiae  visionary  enihosiastp  wbo  nay  have  projeoled 
a  plan  for  carryiog  on  the  a&iBS  of  government  by  the  power 
of  steam. 

From  this  digression,  imposed  upon  us,  in  a  great  degree^ 
in  self-defence,  we  return  to  the  narrative* 

By  the  beginning  of  November,  the  abandonment  of  the 
Victory  was  reduced  to  a  certainty;  the  ice  in  the  bay  w«8 
above  a  foot  in  thickness,  and  the  men  were  for  some  tioie 
employed  in  keefMng  the  groove  open,  in  case  the  ice  should 
part,  for  on  the  outside  of  the  bay  it  was  all  in  motion ;  and 
far  away  to  the  north,  a  considerable  extent  of  clear  water 
was  to  be  seen*  The  harbour  itself  was  nearly  surrounded  with 
very  high  land,  except  at  the  mouth  and  the  head,  where  there 
was  a  very  long  lake,  and  at  the  further  end  a  high  hill.  Beyond 
this  hill  there  was  another  large  lake,  and  then  a  tract  of  land 
of  about  a  mile  in  breadth,  beyond  which,  another  lake  extended 
itself  to  about  the  distance  of  a  mile,  and  tu  this  lake  was  given 
the  name  of  Lake  Landon,  out  of  compliment  to  one  of  England  s 
sweetest  poets,  although  by  her  it  will  not  perhaps  be  deemed 
a  compliment  to  connect  her  name  with  an  oligeet  so  hard  and 
frozen,  so  cold  and  cheerless ;  at  all  events,  it  i»  not  very 
probable  that  Landon  Lake  will  ever  again  be  visited  by 
an  admirer  of  poetic  genius;  and  on  the  other  band,  it  is 
very  probable,  that  the  hydrograpbers  of  future  times  will  be 
sorely  puzzled  to  discover  the  latitude  and  longitude  in  which 
Lake  Landon  is  to  be  placed. 

A  high  hill  bounds  Lake  London  to  the  southwest,  at  the 
base  of  which  is  the  salt  water.  The  whole  distance  from  the 
ship  in  a  straight  line,  being  only  about  three  miles,  whereas 
to  take  a  circuitous  route  of  the  same  land,  to  the  salt  water 
Bay  at  the  head  of  Lake  Landon,  would  not  be  less  than  from 
twelve  to  fifteen  ;  in  (act,  the  whole  of  Prince  Regent's  Inlet, 
from  Felix  Harbour  to  AwatooioQah  Bay,  is  distinguished  by 
some  very  deep  bays,  and  a  very  long  continuance  of  low  land, 
and  at  the  furthermost  extremity  is  studded  with  islands.  It 
was  at  the  head  of  Awatootooak  Bay,  that  it  was  conjectured  a 
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passage  might  be  found,  and  it  was  with  this  expeetation  that 
Cofnmander  Ross  visited  it  ib  1880-1,  but  the  faet  was  then 
ascertained,  that  no  passage  existed  in  that  part  of  the  inlet. 

By  the  beginning  of  NoTomber,  the  watering  of  the  ship 
was  completed,  she  was  stripped  and  nnrigged,  and  all  the 
materials  got  on  shore ;  the  anchors  were  fixed  on  shore,  and 
the  cables  put  to  them,  by  which  means  the  chain  led  to 
the  ship  OTor  the  ice,  a  precaution  that  was  necessary,  in  case 
she  conid  be  got  out  at  any  time  during  the  winter.  Part  of  the 
housing  was  got  over  the  ship,  but  it  was  soon  blown  away 
again ;  it  was,  however,  repaired  without  loss  of  time,  and  by 
fhe  middle  of  November  it  was  completed;  the  decks  were 
covered  with  snow,  the  ship  banked  round  and  by  the  beginning 
of  December  the  vessel  may  be  said  to  be  complete  in  her 
winter  trim. 

As  the   abandonment  of  the  vessel  was   determined  upon, 
the  further  preservation  of  the  live  animals  on  board,  became  a 
matter  of  serious  consideration;  the  number  of  dogs  were  indeed 
reduced  to  a  very  small  number,  as  on  the   last  expedition   of 
Commander  Ross  to  the  head  of  the  bay,  he  had  been  obliged 
to  shoot  several  of  them  as  food  for  the  remainder ;  so  greatly 
attached  however  was  he  to  a  dog  named  Tookto,  that  rather 
than  he  should  be  left  behind,  he  carried  him  part  of  the  way, 
but  he  died   from  the    eating  of  some   poison,  as    was  con- 
jectured at  the  time,  but  it  was  subsequently  discovered,  that 
his  death,  as  well  as  that  of  almost  all  the  dogs  on  board,  was 
occasioned  by  licking  the  pipes  belonging  to  the  engine,  the 
poisonous  corrosions  of  which,  caused  almost  their  instantaneous 
death;  the  number  of  dog^,  whilst  the  ship  was  in  Victory 
harbour,  was  reduced  to  two.     Tookanuk  a  bitch,  and  Aningga 
(the  Moon)  a  dog:  the  former  had  a   litter  of  pups  in  Victory 
Harbour,  two  of  which  were  kept;  but  both  the  old  dogs  met 
the  same  fiite  as  their  companions,  on  which,  the  puppies  were 
killed,  and  thus  as  far  as  the  Victory  was  concerned,  the  canine 
species  was  extinct. 

Dreary  and  dismal  was  now  the  appearance  of  the  ship,  and 
gloomy  and  dispirited  were  the  inmates  of  it ;  every  hope  was 
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goto  of  iatiaming  the  great  object  tliey  had  in  view,  for  which 
ibey  had  endured  every  hardship,  and  undergone  a  series  of 
privations,  which,  perhaps,  only  the  heart   of  a    British   sailor 
could  stand  up  against.  No  excitement  existed  to  future  exertion, 
and  faint  indeed  was  the  hope,  that  they  should  ever  reach  their 
native  country  again.     With  the  knowledge  that  the  whaling, 
•hips  scarcely  ever  entered  Lancaster  Sound,  they  had  before 
them  the  prospect  of  a  long  and  harassing  journey,  before  they 
could  reach  those  quarters  frequented  by  the  whalers ;  at  the 
same  time,  that  if  the  provisions  were  not  still  remaining   on 
Fury  Beach,  a  death  by  actual  starvation  threatened  to  be  their 
lot.     The  Christmas  day  of  183*2  passed  off  sadly  and  heavily ; 
the  thought  of  what   might  be  their  fate,  before  another  Christ- 
mas came  round,  forced  itself  upon  their  minds,  in  the  midst  of 
tneir  forced   mirth,. and  damped  those  effusions  of  hilarity,  by 
which,  the  return  of  the  Christmas  season  is  so  generally  dis- 
tinguished.    Their    imagination   carried   them  to    their   home 
and  friends,  and  to  those,  who  were  dear  to  them  in  their  native 
land»  they  heard  in  their  fancy  the  jovial  song,  the  merry  laugh, 
and  last  of  all  they  heard  the  toast  go  round  to  those,  who  were 
'*  far  away  on    the  billow,'"  and   whose  return  had  now  become 
a  matter  of  serious  and  anxious  doubt.     It  is  true,  that  the  cus* 
ternary  quantity  of  grog  was  given  to    the  crow,    but  it   was 
drunk  with  that  coldness,  which  comes  over  the  heart,   when 
the  hope  of  better  days  is  banished  from  it,   and  all  its  finer 
and  nobler  feelings  stifled   by  the  gloomy  prospect  of  an  un- 
certain  future.  It  was,  in  moments  like  these,  that  the  cheering 
inspirations  of  a  bold  and  ^undaunted  commander,  were  wanting 
to  uphold  the  flagging  spirits  of  his  crew,  and  by  a  cool  and 
energetic  mode  of  action  contribute  to  dispel  the  fears,  which* 
under  such  circumstances,  would  naturally  at  times  creep  over 
the  minds  of  his  men,  and  perhaps  by  degrees  instil  into  them 
such  a  disgust  for  the  service,    on  which  they  were  engaged, 
as  perhaps  finally  to  lead  to  a  positive  abandonment  of  their 
duty,   and  a   subversion    of  the  discipline   of  the   ship.     The 
spirit,  that   fired  the  actions  of  a  Cook  or   a  Columbus,  in  the 
midst  of   their  disheartening  dangers,  was  here  wanting  ;  the 
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oiaster  miod  that  could  grapple  with  the  storm,  and  ejcpose  % 
hardened  front  to  its  overwhelming  power,  was  here  absent; 
the  spirit  of  self  was  predominant,  absorbing  in  itself  those 
great  and  ennobling  feelings,  which  inspire  the  gallant  heart  to 
be  the  first  in  the  race  of  danger,  to  participate  in  every  risk, 
and  to  be  the  last  to  give  himself  up  to  the  mean  and  sickening 
influence  of  despair.  The  seaman,  as  he  kept  his  midnight  watch, 
pacing  the  lonely  deck,  the  silence  of  desolation  around  him 
broken  only  at  intervals  by  the  distant  crash  of  the  masses 
of  ice  coming  into  collision  with  each  other-^to  him,  in  his  soli* 
tary  moments,  came  the  thought,  that  ere  a  few  months  more  were 
OTor  his  head,  the  noble  struclure,  which  had  been  his  habitation 
for  the  three  preceding  years,  would  be  forsaken,  and  gradually 
fall  to  pieces  like  a*  reck  in  a  land  unknown.  The  savage  of 
the  country  perhaps  would  come  and  find  the  cabins  desolate ; 
the  dreaded  beings,  who  had  ruled  over  them  as  some  mighty 
spirits  to  whom  all  created  life  appeared  to  be  subject,  had,  likd 
the  nocturnal  coruscastions  of  their  gloomy  clime,  vanished  on  a 
sudden,  as  if  some  power  mightier  than  themselves  had  swept 
them  from  the  earth,  in  vengeance  of  their  audacity  and  pride. 

It  has  been  said,  that  an  -  English  sailor  is  not  a  thinking 
being,  that  his  ideas  carry  him  not  higher  than  his  top-gallant 
yard ;  nor  that  his  thoughts  extend  beyond  the  quarter,  to 
which  his  magnet  points.  It  is  perhaps  well  for  him,  that 
much  truth  lies  in  the  observation ,  but  we  know,  that  there 
were  some  on  board  the  Victory,  who  looked  forward  to  the 
moment  of  her  abandonment,  with  regret  and  grief,  as  if  they 
were  to  be  called  upon  to  bid  farewell  to  a  dear  and  valued 
friend.  A  sailor  becomes  in  time,  as  attached  to  his  ship,  as  a 
landsman  to  his  house — it  has  been  his  home-— ^is  place  of 
shelter — the  scene  perhaps  of  many  a  jovial  hour,  and  the  place 
where  he  has  formed  his  schemes  of  happiness,  when  the  sails 
^ere  to  be  furled  on  the  shores  of  bis  native  land.  It  is  a  proud 
moment  of  asailor*s  life,  when,  after  having  weathered  his  hun« 
dred  storms,  he  drops  his  anchor  in  the  waters  of  his  fatherland  ; 
yet,  on  the  other  hand,  in  the  moment  of  her  abandonment  on 
a  foreign  shore,  although,  with  his  apparent  churacteristic  iiu 
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^iiSerouce,  he  m&y  wave  hia  bat»  and  fite  her  three  partinjr 
cbeeici— yet  there  is  still  a  melaneholj  feeliepat  the  heart; 
and  the  eye  will  keep  fixed  upon  her«  mtil  ehe  gradually 
dwindles  away  to  a  point,  and  the  next  moment  she  is  lost  td 
the  sight  for  even 

It  was  not  without  some  feelings  akin  to  those,  which  W6 
have  been  describing,  that  the  sailors  of  the  Victory  began  th^ 
operation  of  making  an  excavation  on  land,  for  the  purpose  of 
burying  all  the  iron  and  other  stores  belonging  to  the  Victory, 
and  the  avowed  aim  of  this  act  was,  to  prevent  the  articles  front 
iilling  into  the  hands  of  the  natives. 

We  cannot  positively  affirm,  that  Capt.  Ross  ever  read  fh^ 
fable  of  the  dog  in  the  manger  -.  but  it  appears  to  our  capacity, 
as  if  his  conduct,  in  this  instance,  was  a  striking  exemplifieation 
of  it.  The  iron  and  other  articles,  intended  to  be  buried,  wt>ttld 
'  certainly  have  proved  no  trifling  acquisition  to  the  natives ;  and 
as  Capt.  Ross  had  rejected  them  as  wholly  useless  to  hineeIC 
and,  by  adopting  the  plan  of  burying  them,  had  resigned  all 
further  interest  in  them-^where,  we  are  tncKned  to  Btk\ 
would  have  been  the  loss  or  the  injury  to  Capt.  Ross, if,  hi«tead 
of  burying  them,  he  had  divided  them  amongst  the  natrves,  and 
thereby  perhaps. have  conferred  a  lasting,  and  it  m«y  also  be 
added,  the  last  benefit,  which  bei»  or  any  other  European,  would 
perhaps  ever  have  it  in  their  power  to  confer  upon  a  race  of 
people,  with  whpm  it  is  probable  no  further  cotnmnnication  will 
be  held,  for  ages  and  centuries  to  come.  Upon  the  same  principle, 
Capt.  Ross  buried  the  stores  of  the  Victory,  from  a  fear  of 
their  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  natives,  why  did  he  not 
attempt  to  bury  the  Victory  also,  or  at  least  to  scuttle  her,  or  in 
case  the  water  was  too  ahallow  for  that  purpose,  to  set  fire  to  her, 
fur,  to  the  natives,  the  nails  and  timber  of  the  Victory  would  be, 
by  far,  a  more  valuable  prize,  than  all  the  artiolea  wMob  were 
destined  to  be  buried,  and  there  to  be  consumed  with  tnst, 
unless  some  Paul  Pry  of  one  of  the  tribes  were  to  pop  upcn  tlio 
spot,  and  drag  from  the  bowels  of  the  earth,  their  precious 
contents.  It  is  not  to  be  ^supposed  that  the  feinlest  idea  re 
volved  in  the  brain  of  Capt.  Ross,-  that  the  Victory  would  be 
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soon  revisited  fay  another  speculator^  in  the  discovery  of  the 

North  West  Passage,  to  whom  his  hoards  of  buried  iron  would 

be  found  as  useful,  as  the  buried  stores  of  the  Fury  had  beed  to 

himself.    The  conviction,  however,    must  have  been    strongly 

impressed  on  the  mind  of  Capt.  Ross,  that,  as  far  as  the  North 

West  Passage  was  concerned,  his  iron   and  other  stores  ran   a 

great  chance  of  resting  quietly  in  their  grave,  until  the  general 

conflagration  ;  and  therefore  it  becomes  a  difficult  task  to  divine 

his  motive,  in  acting  upon  such  a  selfish  principle,  that  because 

certain  articles  had  been  declared  by  him,  to  be  of  no  further 

value  to  himself,  he  was  determined  that  they  should  not  be  of 

the  slightest  value  to  any  other  person. 

The  intention  of  Capt.  Ross  was,  however,  nearly  frustrated, 
oy  the  determination,  which  the  earth  evinced  not  to  receive 
nis  iron  and  other  marine  stores  within  its  bosom.     The  labor 
of  .making   the   excavation   was  begun  in   the  beginning  of 
January    1832,  and  severe   indeed  did    it   prove  to   the   men 
employed  on  it,  in  fact,  it  is  described  as   having   been  the 
most  trying  and  painful  task,  which  they  had  undergone,  during 
the  whole  of  the  voyage.     Six  or  seven  men,  after   working  at 
the  hole  with  pickaxes    and   chisels,  for  three  or  four    days, 
could  not  succeed  in  getting  more  gravel  out  than  would  fill  a 
bushel  measure.    In  many  instances,  when  the  men  had  left  their 
tools  at  the  hole,  on  returning  to  it  in  the  morning,  they  would 
find  all  their  tools  burieB,  and  the  hole  filled  up  with  drift  snow. 
At  that  season  of  the  year,  the  daylight  being  of  very  short 
duration,  the  men  were  frequently  obliged  to  leave  ofi*  work, 
and  to  return  to  the  ship  before  they  had  even  recovered  their 
tools,  or  cleared  the  hole  of  the  snow,  which  had  drifted  into  it. 
If  this  employment  had  been  one  of  necessity,  or  of  common 
expediency,  the  men  would  perhaps  have  not  raised  a  murmur 
in  being  put  to  it ;  but  when  they  questioned  themselves  as  to 
the  utility  of  their  daily  exposure  to  an  inte&sity  of  cold  almost 
equnl  to  any,  which  had  been  experienced  during  the  whole  of 
the  voyage,  for  a  pvrpose  of   neither  individual,  nor  general 
benefit,  they  began  to  consider  whether  there  was  not  a  positive 
line  of  demarcation   between  authoritv  and    obedience.,   and 
26.  41 
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M'belber^  ia  thoM  cateeir,  vrhert  the  boiitid»  of  the  former  were 
i)Vor8tepf)ed^  they  were  not  authorised  to  refuse  their  tinlimited 
Ailberenoe  to  the  latter.  Some  idea  may  be  formed  of  the  extreme 
cpld,  to  which  the  men  were  exposed  in  this  useless  task,  by  the 
lollowing  soale  of  the  weather  fo^  the  month  of  January  1832, 
Avben  it  will  be  seen  that  the  frost  was  at  some  periods  seveniy- 
kiine  degrees  below  the  fireeeing'  point. 
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The  men  were  employed  at  thiB  excaTation,  Ibr  nearly  10 
\veeks,  when  the  discovery  was  at  last. made  by  Capt.  Rose,  that 
they  had  been  spending  their  strength  and  labor  in  Tain:  or 
in  other  words,  that  he  had  employed  them  on  an  uadertakingf 
which  was  not  to  be  accomplished  by  hinnMi  strength  or  eMrt* 
ion.  Sooner  would  his  men  have,  beea  able  to  make  an  eiroa* 
vaiion  in  the  layers  ofwhioatoae  of  the  Highiaods  of  Scotland, 
than  they  could  h^ve  succeeded  ia  making  ana  iti  tba  iMmh 
bound*  gi:pund,  on  which  they  had  baeo  picking  away  for  the 
last  two  months.  The  pickaxes  and  chiaeb  ware' all  ^oken 
in    the  attempt;  but   so   deterqaiaed  was  Capttftoss,  that  hie 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


UkVT   VOTAOS  6F  CAPT.  flOSB.  "611 

vi^lvable  troasuros  should  not  fall  into  the  han4«  of  the  nalivefi;, 
that  he  ordered  the  whole  of  them  t»  be  taken  to  the  sumniU 
of  one  of  the  neigbboaring  hills,  and  there  buried  in  sepaTate 
heaps,  aecording  to  the  sixe  of  the  boles,  whioh  the  meii  c^uld 
make.  It  was,  boweter,  the  opinion  of  the  whole  of  the  ereiv', 
that  ijf  the  Esquimaux  should  ever  oha&ce  to  vieit  the  depository 
of  the  treasures^  little  doubt  existed  but  the  disoovery  of  them 
would  take  place :  and,  as  the  last  boon«  perbapa,  wbi($b  aEuro- 
pean  will  ever  grant  to  these  poor  benighted  creatures  of  th^ 
north,  we  sincerely  hope  that,  in  their  rude-foshioned  way,  they 
may  ere  now  have  converted  the  iron  into  their  hunting  spears, 
and  the  wood  into  the  construction  of  their  sledges. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  year  \89i,  the  carpenter  was 
employed  in  making  six  sledges,  four  of  large  dinrvensions,  for 
carrying  the  two  boats,  and  the  other  two  rather  smaller,  for 
the  conveyance  of  provisions.  The  boats  were  the  same  as 
Capt.  Franklin  had  on  his  journey,  and  were  peculiarly  adapted 
for  navigating  amongst  ice  :  it  was  in  fact,  on  these  two  boats, 
that  the  hopes  of  the  crew  depended  of  ever  reaching  their 
native  land  again,  and  therefore  they  were  put  in  the  best 
possible  repair,  which  the  skill  of  the  carpenter  could  acpom- 
plish  :  they  had  been  buried  in  the  snow  during  the  whole  of 
the  winter,  in  order  to  keep  the  wind  from  renting  them,  and 
they  were  now  got  on  board,  for  the  purpose  of  being  caulked 
and  otherwise  repaired. 

In  the  beginning  of  January,  James  Dixon,  a  landsman,  died, 
and  great  was  the  difficulty,  which  the  crew  experienced,  in 
making  hh  grave.  They  were  for  a  time  taken  off  froia  tjbe 
important  labor  of  making  the  excavation,  to  dig  his  grave; 
but  seTero  as  was  the  task,  not  a  murmur  was  heard  amongst 
the  crew,  as  it  was  the  last  office,  which  they  would,  have  to 
perform  for  one  of  their  companions,  who  bad  shared  with  them 
their  dattgers  and  their  sufferings,  but  who  was  now  to  be  laid 
in  hia  narrow  boose,  to  sleep  his  eternal  sleep  in  the  unbroken 
ailenoe  of  aatoie'a  dvearieet  solitude.  It  was  a  week  before 
the  man  could  peneimte  to  a  depth,  sufficient  to  hold  the  body, 
and  then  the  labor  was  similar  to  that  of  digging  at  a  rock. 
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their  progresit  at  the  close  of  the  day  bein^  scarcely  perceptible; 
ftnd  frequently  the  work  of  the  preceding  day  wae  rendered  of 
little  import,  by  the  drifts  of  enow,  which  filled  up  the  Tacaom^ 
and  which  imposed  upon  them  the  additional  trouble  of  clearing^ 
it  away,  before  they  could  recommence  their  labors. 

It  was  about  the  beginning  of  April,  that  the  boats  were  got 
in  a  complete  state  of  repair ;  the  sledges  were  completed, 
and  preparations  were  now  made  for  taking  the  boats  dotm 
the  country.  The  launch  was  cut  out  of  the  ice,  and  faore  on  shore 
on  the  6th,  and  on  the  7th  the  traTelling  things  were  ail  got 
In  readiness.  On  the  19th,  they  started  with  the  two  boats  on 
the  sledges,  took  them  about  a  mile,  and  then  returned  on  board 
to  dine;  at  two  o'clock  they  started  again,  and  succeeded 
in  getting  them  over  the  lakes  on  the  salt  water,  about  ihtM 
miles  and  a  half  from  the  ship;  and  in  the  eTcning,  the  men 
returned  on  board  to  sleep,  intending  to  renew  their  journey 
early  on  the  following  morning.  The  weather,  however, 
proved  *  so  very  unpropitious,  that  they  were  obliged  to  defer 
their  journey  until  Sunday  the  22nd.  On  that  day,  the  two 
parties  took  oat  the  sledge  and  provisions ;  then  took  one  of 
the  boats  and  sledge  about  two  miles  on  the  salt  water,  and 
returned  on  board  about  7  o'clock. 

On  the  28rd  at  9  a.  m.  the  two  parties  consisting  of  fourteen, 
including  Capt.  Ross  and  Mr.  Mc'Diarmid,  left  the  ship,  and 
got  to  the  first  boat  on  the  salt  water  by  10.  and  got  her 
up  to  the  other  boat  and  sledge  by  half  past  IK  An  equal 
quantity  of  provisions  was  put  in  each  boat,  and  the  tents, 
cooking  gear,  and  other  things  were  put  on  the  sledge.  At 
12>  they  proceeded  with  one  boat  and  sledge  together,  for 
about  two  miles,  and  then  had  to  return  with  the  boat,  for  the 
other  sledge.  The  difficulty  of  getting  the  boats  down  the 
country,  was  far  greater  and  more  harassfng  than  was  at  first 
expected,  having  frequently  to  be  dragged  over  very  heavy  ice, 
lakes,  hills  and  vallies ;  in  fact  to  take  a  look  at  the  different 
places,  which  they  had  to  cross  over,  it  •  would  scarcely  have 
been  thought  possible  that  the  task  could  have  been  accom- 
plished.    A  whole  day  has  been  (rcquently  -spent  in  getting  one 
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boat  ^  <{uarteT  of  a  mile^  owing  to  the  irregularity  of  the  ice ; 
and  tile  'Whole  strength  of  thirteen  hands  was  required  to  drag 
one  boat  alo&g  to  a  certain  distance^  and  then  to  return  for 
the  other  boat>  and  frequently  for  the  sledge  also.  It  is  there- 
fore difficult  to  say  what  distance  the  men  travelled,  for  although 
the  boats  were  got  between  thirty  and  forty  miles  in  a  straight 
line  from  the  ship^  yet  it  is  impossible  to  fix  the  number  of  miles 
which  they  travelled,  in  their  frequent  trips  from  one  boat 
to  the  other;  and  sometimes  they  were  employed  in  this  labor 
during  the  ehief  part  of  the  night,  sleeping  in  their  snow  houses, 
with  the  thermometer  sometimes  30^  below  zero.  The  manner 
in  which  the  snow  houses  were  built,  was  as  follows :  the  walls 
were  made  of  square  pieces  of  snow,  cut  with  a  cutlass  and 
spade,  so  that  some  of  the  slabs  were  as  large  as  three  feet  by 
\wo  ;  some  larger,  and  some  smaller,  accordingly  as  they  could 
be  cut ;  there  were  four  sides  to  the  house,  but  it  was  found 
necessary  to  have  two  houses,  and  they  were  built  close  to- 
gether, so  that  the  middle  wall  was  the  partition  between 
the  two.  The  walls  were  built  about  five  or  six  feet  high,  on 
which  were  laid  two  boat  oars,  and  a  sail  was  spread  over 
the  top.  Lumps  of  snow  were  put  on  the  sail,  to  keep  it  from 
being  blown  away*  The  bedding  of  the  men,  during  the  first 
part  of  the  journey,  was  made  of  deer  skins,  the  lower  part  of 
whicht  was  like  a  bag,  coming  a  little  above  the  hip.  The 
other  part  covering  the  head.  Frequently  in  the  morning  has 
this  sleeping  dress  been  so  stiffened  with  the  frost,  that  rather 
than  bend,  it  would  break.  This  was  in  a  great  measure  attribut- 
ed to  the  breath,  which,  imparting  a  certain  degree  of  moisture 
to  the  deer  skin,  rendered  it  liable  to  the  influence  of  the  frost, 
and  in  this  state^  without  the  skin  ever  having  been  thawed, 
the  men  were  obliged  to  put  on  the  dress,  and  to  throw  them- 
selves on  their  bed  of  snow  to  sleep. 

On  the  24th,  all  hands  were  turned  out  at  6  A.  M.,  and  after 
break&st  they  started  back  for  the  boat,  which  had  been  left 
behind  on  the  preceding  day,  at  which  they  arrived  by  10 
o'*cioek|  and  succeeded  in  getting  her  up  to  the  other  boat  by 
tl  P«  M*     They  tfam  proceeded  to  take  one  of  the  boats  further 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


614  LABr  VOYAGE  OF  GAPT.  ROB*. 

on  the  route,  to  the  disianee  of  about  three  miles,  a«4  then  re^ 
turned  to  the  tenU  or  snow  houses  to  sleep,  having  during  th^ 
day  walked  upwards  of  ten  miles  ;  the  thermometer  at  midnight 
being  2'i°  below  zero,  or  64®  below  the  freezing  poiwt. 

On  Wednesday  the  25th»  all  hands  were  turned  out  as  usual 
at  six,  and  after  breakfast,  proceeded  with  the  boat  to  the  land, 
and  returned  for  the  sledge ;  and  after  considerable  labor  got 
her  to  the  place  where  the  boat  was,  and  then  proceeded  with 
the  boat  and  sledge  for  about  three  miles.  Here  they  were 
obliged  to  travel  one  mile  with  the  boat,  and  then  return  for  the 
sledge,  and  so  on  alternately  for  the  distance  of  about  8  miles. 
Four  hands  were  left  to  build  the  snow  huts,  the  remainder 
were  despatched  to  bring  up  the  second  boat,  which  was  a  mile 
astern. 

It  was  the  belief  of  the  whole  crew,  that  a  much  longer  time 
would  have   been    occupied,    in  getting  the  boats  down   the 
country,  if  Commander  Ross  had  not  taken  upon  himself  the 
management  of  the  business.     On  the  commencement  of  the 
travelling,  Capt.  Ross  travelled  with  tliem,  or  rather  he  was 
dragged  or  carried ;  but  as  to  any  assistance  to  the  strength  of 
the  work,  he  might  be  compared  to  the  kind  hearted  and  con- 
siderate quaker,  who,  on  seeing  a  pavior  very  hard  at  work,, 
kindly  offered  to  assist  him,  by  giving  the  usual  grunt,  when- 
ever the  rammer  was  driven  upon  the  stones.    It  was  the  genera! 
belief,  that  if  Capt.  Ross  and  his  nephew  had  been  upon  good 
terms  with  each  other,  which  they  never  were  for  a  month  to- 
gether, Conunander  Ross  would  have  worked  equally  to  any  man 
in  the  service  ;  nor  would  he  have  required  the  men  to  tow  him 
home  to  the  snow  house,  after  they  had  been  dragging  a  heavy 
load  during  the  whole  of  the  day   The  presence  of  Capt.  Ross  in- 
deed was  not  required  at  ail,  for  he  was  rather  a  drawback  upon,, 
than  a  stimulus  to  the  exertions  of  the  men,  and  was  looked  upon 
more  as  a  dead  weight  than  an  acquisition.     To  the  men,  he 
bore  the  character  of  the  aas  in  the  team,  who,  instead  of  lending 
his  strength   to  the  draught,  considered  that  it  would  he  far 
more   comfortable  for  him  to  be  dragged  along  by  the  horses, 
and.  thus  rendered    himself «   positive  nuisance,  instead   of  a 
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co-operatifD);  member.  It  was  considered  high  time  for  Capt. 
Ross  to  think  of  traTelling,  when  the  final  farewell  was  taken 
of  the  ship ;  and  indeed  had  he  possessed  any  regard  for  the 
health  and  convenience  of  his  crew,  he  would  not  have  imposed 
upon  them,  the  additional  labor  of  dragging  his  ponderous  frame 
over  hills  of  snow«  and  hummocks  of  ice,  when  their  strength 
had  been  brought  to  a  state  of  almost  complete  exhaustion,  bj 
the  daily  fatigue,  which  they  had  to  undergo.  At  this  time  the 
men  were  on  full  allowance^  but  there  were  two  or  three  of 
them,  who  could  not  eat  the  whole  of  it,  on  account  of  the 
complaint  in  their  bowels,  from  which  they  never  properly  re- 
covered, and  therefore  they  were  frequently  obliged  to  apply 
to  Capt.  Ross  for  some  medicine. 

It  was  on  one  of  these  travelling  parties,  that  two  of  the  men 
were  very  ill,  and  they  applied  to  their  captain  for  some  relief, 
but  his  only  answer  was  in  his  usual  imperious  tone,  '*Oo  along 
shore,  and  see  if  you  cannot  find  some  salt  water,  and  take  a 
good  drink  of  it,  and  if  you  cannot  find  any  water,  swallow  a 
musket  ball.'^  This,  said  one  of  the  poor  fellows,  1  thought 
▼ery  hard  usajge,  for  a  man  that  had  been  working  the  whole 
of  the  day,  more  like  a  slave  than  an  English  seaman,  and 
to  be  treated  so  by  his  captain,  an  old  man,  who  now  depended 
entirely  on  the  strength  and  health  of  his  cvew,  whether  he 
would  ever  see  his  native  land  again.  Capt.  Ross  was  one  of 
those,  who,  on  the  first  travelling  parties,  could  not  eat  the 
whole  of  his  allowance,  but  rather  than  share  the  surplus  with 
his  men,  he  would  put  it  carefully  into  a  bag,  «o  that  by  the 
time  that  the  boats,  provisions,  &c.,  were  all  got  down  to  the 
same  f^pot  together,  he  left  his  bag  of  spare  provisionst  behind 
him,   when  they  all  returned  to  the  ship  for  the  last  time. 

It  may  be  rather  interesting  to  take  a  view  of  tlie  isolated 
state  of  the  Victory,  at  the  time  when  she  was  on  the  eve  of 
being  abandoned,  and  then  compare  the  eonduet  of  some  of  the 
invalids,  with  the  boasts,  which  they  were  daily  and  hourly 
making,  ofthe  great  strength  ami  cMertien,  which  they  would 
p*it  forth  on  every  occa<5ion  in  which  they  would  be  required; 
In  the  fi^^t  pbce,  Anthony  Ruck  %va9  blind;  and  alUicugh  his 
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spirit  was  willing  to  undergo  his  proportion  of  the  fatigue,  yet 
his  infirmity  in  a  great  measure  prevented  him.'.  George  Taylor 
had  half  his  foot  frozen  off,  and  therefore  became  a  continual 
pensioner  upon  tlie  exertions  of  his  companions.  Henry  Ayre^ 
the  cook,  was  an  old  man,  fit  for  the  caboose,  but  unable  to  endure 
any  great  faiigue.  Mr.  Thorn  was  an  old  man,  clever  and  steady 
in  his  official  capacity,  but  totally  incapable  of  accomplishing 
any  hard  work.  Mr.  Mc  Diarmid,  although  a  native  of  the 
north,  had)  by  some  means  acquire^'l  a  few.of  the  .habits  of  the 
G£^scon;,foc  it  was,  his  boast,,  that  when  put  to  the  trial,  he 
wQuId  be  foupd.ia  strength  equal  to.  a  Vr^wer's  dray-horse,  but 
when  projierly  put  to.  the  sled.ge,  he  exhibited  the  power  of  a 
costermonger's  knacker.  In  the  rear  of  these  incapables,  cante 
Capt.  R<lss  himself,  the  oldest  of  the  old,  whose  boast  it  wa?, 
Jlhat  he  could  drag  as  much  as  any  of  the  crew;. and  thankful 
were  they  that  they  had  such  an  efficient  individual  amongst 
them,'W.lio,  although  he  could  not  exactly  put  his  shoulder  to 
the  wiieel,  on  any  emergency,  for  the  best  of  all  reasons,  that 
there  was  not  any  wheel  to  put  it  to,  yet  whOi  when  harnessed 
to  n  sledge,  could  show  the  youthful  part  of  the  crew  what  a 
sexagenarian  could  perform  ia  the  way  of  rivalling  a  Hercules 
or  an  Atlas,  On  the.first.  travelling  expedition,  thcdrawing  powers 
of  Capt.  Ross  were  put > to  the  test,  .but  the.  seamen  soon  per- 
ceived that  ho  had  a  very,  peculiar  method -of  dragging,  par- 
taking son'.ewhat  of  the  character  of  the  restive  hor<K>,  who, 
instead  of  dragging,  is  obliged  to  be  dragged  along  by  the  other 
horses.  It  was  natural  for  the  seamen  to  expect,  when  they  »iw 
their  worthy  captain  apply  himself  to  the  traces,  that  the  same 
diminution  of  the  draught  would  be  experienced,  as  when  an 
additional  horse  is  put  to  a  team,  to  drag  a  load  up.  a  hill;  but 
stnuigo  to.  say,  the  direct  contrary  was  experienced,  especially 
by  tlio<ie,. who  were  in  the  front,  for  it  appeared  to. them,  on  a 
suddcMi,  as  if  VI  ox  14  additional  stone  were. placed. on  the  sledge  : 
noi  finding,  however,  that  to.  be,  really  the  ca^e,  they,  directed 
their  atiention  to, discover  the  cause  of  such  an  unexpected  im- 
posiiion. on:  \hOir. strength,  when  they  found  out  that,  although 
their  captain    had  got  hold  of  the  traces,  yet  it  was  not  forth^ 
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purpose  of  giving  bis  faercaleaa  strengtii  to  the  projectile  pro- 
grees  of  the  load,  that  was  behifid  him>  but  that  his  own  body 
might  be  carried  more  easily  and  comfortaoty^  than  could 
possibly  be  done  by  the  mere  exertion  of  his  own  locomotive 
powers  :  the  sum  total  of  all  which  was,  that  Capt.  Ross  gave 
the  preference  to  being  dragged  along,  rather  than  eommit  any 
act  at  the  latter  part  of  the  voyage,  by  which  his  crew  «hould 
think  that  he  was  an  ass,  whatever  he  might  have  done  to  im« 
press  that  opinion  upon  their  minds  during  the  former  part  of  it. 
Nevertheless,  it  was  admitted  by  all  the  crew,  that  Capt.  Ross 
was  a  very  good  draughtsman,  as  far  as  drawing  the  granite 
moimtains  of  Boothia  Felix,  or  the  scenery  of  the  identical  spot 
where  he  discovered  the  position  of  the  magnetic  pole,  was  eon* 
cerned  ;  but  that,  when  put  to  the  drawing  of  a  sledge,  he  was 
the  very  type  of  the  old  mule,  which  the  abbess  and  the  nuis. 
thumped  so  lustily,  in  Sterne *s  Sentimental  Journey . 

On  Thursday  the  26th,  the  gales  of  wind  were  so  violent,  anit 
the  drifts  of  snow  so  thick,  that  no  progress  whatever  could  be 
made  in  the  journey :  but  severe  as  was  the  labor,  on  which 
the  men  were  employed,  they  all  agreed,  that  they  would  give 
the  preference  to  it,  rather  than  to  the  life,  which  they  led  this 
day,  in  their  snow  houses.  It  was  misery,  in  the  fullest  sense 
x>f  the  word^  cow  ring  ma  corner,  they  appeared  like  so  many 
beasts  in  a  den— no  cordial  to  cheer  their  drooping  spirits — no 
fuel  to  invigorate  their  exhausted  frames,  the  tempest  raging 
round  their  chilly  habitation  ;  and  if  they  ventured  to  peep  out 
vpon  the  white  wide  scene,  which  lay  before  them,  nothing  met 
ibeir  view  but  immense  drifts  of  snow,  hurried  along  by  the 
inpetuosity  of  the  blast,  and  threatening  to  bury  them  under 
their  accumulating  masses.  Whilst  dragging  the  sledges,  they 
„^ad  the  thought  to  cheer  them,  that  every  step,  which  they 
took  brought  them,  perhaps,  nearer  to  their  emancipation  from 
such  a  desolate  region;  but  whilst  shut  up  in  their  snow  houses, 
they  bad  scarcely  an  object  to  dwell  upon  which  could  throw 
a  temporary  gleam  of  happiness  over  the  deep  darkness  of 
their  present  situation. 

On  Friday  the  27 tb,  the  weather  having  moderated,  the  men 

26.  4  k 
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I«rt  their  hots  abont  8,  and  took  the  boat  and  cledgc  fur  a  short 
distance,  aad  then  advanced  with  them  singly  for  about  two 
miles ;  the  difficuily  of  the  labor  was  here  oontiderably  in- 
croased,  on  account  of  the  tremendous  drifts  of  snow,  which  had 
been  thrown  up  by  the  gale  of  the  (ireceding  day,  and  which 
not  being  able  to  cut  through,  the  ntea  were  frequently  obliged 
to  take  a  circuitous  route,  trairelling  up  to  tlieir  knees  in  snow, 
whilst  some  were  employed  in  clearing  it  away  before  the 
sledge,  to  enable  the  men  to  drag  it  along*  In  apite,  however, 
of  these  obstacles,  tho  distance  travelled  this  dsy,  was  about 
seven  miles.  On  Saturday  the  38th,  the  whole  party  set  out  at 
8,  for  the  boat,  that  was  astern*  and  got  up  to  ber  by  10.  By  4 
in  the  afternoon,  they  had  succeeded  in  getting  her  up  to  the 
other  boat ;  but  the  violent  gales  from  the  north  again  set  in« 
accompanied  with  heary  drifts  of  snow,  w bid)  instilled  MMve  fear 
into  them,  that  they  should  have  to  pass  another  miserable 
iday  in  their  snow  houses.  On  the  following  day,  the  wind  con- 
tinued to  blow  with  great  violence,  and  the  men  therefore 
determioed  to  return  to  the  ship.  One  of  the  boats  was  left  oa 
the  land,  and  the  other  on  the  ice ;  and  in  the  afternoon  of 
Sunday,  they  set  out  on  their  return,  and  reached  the  huts,  which 
they  had  formerly  inhabited,  by  |  past  4.  They  had  now  only 
tho  sledge  with  them,  the  burthen  on  which  being  very  light, 
they  were  enabled  to  travel  at  a  quicker  rate  j  and  about  11,  on 
the  following  day,  they  arrived  at  the  stiip,  having  walked 
about  12  miles.  Having  partaken  of  some  refreshment,  the 
whole  of  the  travelling  party  turned  into  their  hammocks,  and 
sound  indeed  was  their  sleep :  for,  during  the  whole  of  the  pre- 
vious week,  they  bad  scarcely  known  one  hour  of  comfortable 
yspose,  being  obliged  to  be  huddled  together,  in  a  corner  of  a 
snow  hut ;  their  only  bed,  the  snow,  which  had  just  fallen  from 
the  heavens* 

During  the  time  that  these  men  were  absent  from  the  ship 
those  that  remained  on  board,  had  been  employed  ia  baking 
biscuit,  and  cooking  other  provisions,  to  be  in  readiness  for  the 
final  departure  of  the  crew  from  the  vessel.     The  beginning  of 
Alay  was  chiefly  occupied  in  getting  the  provisions  out  of  the 
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hold  upon  deck,  and  making  bags  to  contain  the  bread  and 
biscuit. 

For  some  days  preivionsty  to  leaving  the  ship,  Capt.  Ross  was 
busily  employed  burying  some  boxes;  and,  in  order  to  deceive 
the   Esquimaux,  he  placed  at  the  head   and  foot  of  the  holes, 
6t>me  Esquimaux  skulls,  meaning  thereby  ta  denote^  that  some 
person  was  buried  there.     Not  more  solicitous  could  the  miser 
exhibit  himself  about  his  hoards  of  buried  gold,  than  Capt.  Ross 
showed  himself  about  the  contents  of  his  boxes ;  not  an  indivi- 
dual could  divine  the  motive  of  bis  solicitude,  for  to  every  one 
it  appeared  as  a  matter  of  little  moment,  whether  the- treasures, 
which  the  boxes  contained,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Esquimaux, 
seeing  that  not  the  slightest  probability  existed,  of  the   place 
ever    being  visited  again,   the  fact  being  ascertained,   that  it 
was  not  the  route  to  the  Noitth  We^  Passage ;  and  it  was  cer- 
tain, that  the  country  held  forth  no  other  allurement  to  induce 
the  marine?  ever   again  to  navigate  its  seas.     A  cirtnimstance, 
however,  came  to  the  knowledge  of  the  crew,  on   their  journey 
from  the  ship  to  Fury  Beach,  whix!h  excited  some  conjectures  iu 
their  minds,  that  they  had    discovered  a  clue  to  the  motive  of 
Capt.  Ross,  for  burying  so>  many  articles,  as  well  as  hi9  great 
solicitude  to  keep  them  from  the  hands  of  the  Esquimaux ;  it, 
however,  still  reiiiains,  in  a  certain  degree,  an  unsettled  point, 
and  the  charge  of  extreme,  selfishness,  attached  to  Capt.  Ross, 
stands  unrefuted. 

On  the  day  previously  to  the  abandonment  of  the  ship,  tbe 
crew  were  all  assembled  in  the  cabiU)  and  Capt.  Ross  ha- 
rangued them  on  the  arduous  duty,  which  they  had  to  undergo, 
and  the  severe  privations,  which  they  would  have  to  endure. 
He,  however,  promised  them  individually,  that  should  they  bo 
so  fortunate  as  to  rea^h  their  native  country,  they  should, 
through  his  influence,  be  placed  in  such  situations,  as  to  ensure 
them  a  comfortable  provision  for  life,  as  a  reward  for  their 
services,  and  their  unflinchmg  stoadinessin  the  hour  of  trial 
sLtkd  danger.  The  manner,  in  which  those  promises  were  ful- 
fil led,  will  be  hereafter  stated. 

It  was  on  the  I9th  May,  183*2,  at   7  o'clock  in  the  morning. 
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that  the  Victory  wa«  abandoned  r  and  down  the  cheeks  of  some 
of  the  hardy  weather  beaten  mariners,  a  tear  was  seen  to  fall, 
as  they  stood  opon  the  beaeh,  and  waving  their  hats,  gave  three 
cheers,  exclaiming  "  Good  bye,  Victory.^  A  glass  of  Booth's 
cordiul  had  been  given  to  each  man,  a  few  minutes  before  he 
kft  the  Tcssel ;  and  the  cheering  thonght  that  they  were 
homeward  bound,  gave  a  temporary  animation  to  their  spirits, 
and  reconciled  them  to  many  a  loss,  with  which  the  abandon* 
ment  of  the  vessel  was  accompanied.  On  leaving  the  ship,  ererj 
man  was  allowed  a  blanket,  sewed  up  in  the  shape  of  a  hop- 
nacky  the  weight  of  which  did  not  exceed  7  tbs. ;  two  shirts,  both 
in  wear  at  the  same  time;  three  pair  of  hose;  two  pair  of 
drawers,  and  two  pair  of  trowsers,  with  the  jacket  and  waistcoat 
in  wear :  so  that  the  whole  weight,  which  a  man  bad  on  the 
sledge,  could  not  exceed  10  lbs.  On  the  other  hand,  the  weight, 
that  Capt.  Ross  had  on  the  sledge,  was  supposed  to  exceed  3  cwt. 
His  bedding  weighed  nearly  SO  Iba.  for  it  was  made  of  the 
skin  of  the  musk  ox  ;  hie  coverlid  was  a  large  wolf's  skin  ;  his 
cloak  a  seal  skin;  his  jacket  was  lined  with  deer  skin;  his 
sleeping  boots  were  made  of  bear  skin,  the  hairy  part  inside ; 
and  two  large  down  pillows,  for  his  head  to  rest  upon.  He  had 
also  three  cases  and  four  large  bags,  the  contents  of  which  were 
never  discovered  by  the  crew ;  but  frequently  they  have  seen 
him,  when  they  have  turned  in,  and  he  thought  they  were 
asleep,  repair  slyly  to  one  of  those  bags,  and  take  from  it  some 
kind  of  eatable,  with  which  he  was  wont  to  regale  himself  in 
private,  and  which  some  of  the  crew,  who  watched  his  motions, 
were  disposed  to  include  amongst  the  privaiionSf  which  he  told 

the  good  credulous  people  of  England  on  his  return,  that  had  he 

endured  in  common  with  his  men. 

At  the  time  of  leaving  the  ship,  Capt.  Ross  said  to  his  meur 
**  You  must  take  no  more  than  yonr  ordinary  wearing  apparel,  for 
at  this  time  it  is  life  or  death  with  us  ;^  but  at  the  same  time,  he 
himself  put  a  mass  of  lumber  on  the  sledge,  which  was  not  of 
the  slightest  use  to  any  one,  nor  perhaps  to  himself,  considering 
the  nature  of  the  journey,  which  he  had  before  him.  Now  the 
men  argued  amongst  themselves,  that  if  instead  of  putting  this 
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enormous  additional  load  of  lumber  upon  the  sledge,  aHowing 
htm,  however,  an  extra  quantity  of  bedding,  on  account  of  his 
old  age,  he  h^  brought  with  htm  a  corresponding  load  of  pro- 
visions, he  would  have  been  able  to  have  given  them  a  greater 
quantity  of  food  per  daj ;  but  it  was  this  culpable  neglect  on 
the  part  of  Capt.  Ross,  to  the  common  comfort  of  his  men, 
which  alienated  their  esteem  from  him,  and  in  the  end  rendered 
him  so  contemptible  in  their  eyes,  that  had  they  had  their  op- 
tion, the  first  thing,  that  they  would  have  left  behind  them, 
would  have  been  the  capuin  himself.  It  is  a  fact,  that  there 
were  brought  down  to  Fury  Beach,  between  80  and  40Ibs  of 
cocoa-nut  oil,  that  might  have  been  burnt  for  fuel  in  the  month 
of  June  1832;  and  whilst  the  men  were  travelling  for  nine  days 
successively,  they  had  nothing  wherewith  to  moisten  their 
mouths,  or  to  drink  with  their  biscuits,  which  was  onlv  half  a 
punod  a  man  per  day,  but  a  handful  of  snow  in  one  hand,  and 
in  the  other  the  biscuit  and  the  preserved  meat,  both  of  which 
were  as   hard  as  a  rock. 

The  crew  had  not  been  away  three  days  from  the  ship,  before 
they  were  put  on  an  allowance  of  two  thirds  of  a  pound  of 
bread  per  day,  and  half  a  pound  of  meat.  The  officers  were 
put  on  the  same  allowance;  but  it  may  be  necessary  to  remark, 
that  on  their  travels  from  the  ship  to  Fury  Beach,  the  crew  were 
divided  into  three  watches,  each  occupying  their  own  tent,  with 
one  of  the  superior  officers  placed  over  them.  One  of  the  in- 
dividuals, who  has  furnished  us  with  the  documents  for  this 
work,  was  attached  to  the  watch  belonging  to  Capt.  Ross,  and 
to  use  his  own  words,  it  would  fill  a  large  volume,  were  he  to 
relate  all  the  mean  and  shabby  ways,  which  he  saw  practiced 
by  that  individual.  The  order  for  the  short  allowance  was 
given  by  Capt.  Ross;  but  to  him  it  was  of  no  consequence,  for 
he  had  brought  with  him  from  the  ship  a  spare  box  of  provisions, 
independently  of  other  things  wherewith  to  satiate  his  appetite. 
On  several  occasions,  he  repaired  to  his  spare  bag,  and  to  his 
case  of  cordials,  when  his  men  were  eating  snow,  or  crushing 
beneath  their  teeth  an  icicle,  as  a  refresher  to  their  mouths. 
Several  times  has  he  covered  his  head  with  his  musk  ox  skin, 
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depended  upon  the  boats,  and  as  the  probability  existed,  that 
the  Fury's  boats  might  either  be  washed  off  the  beach,  or  bad 
yielded  to  the  rigorous  influence  of  the  weathec,  :t  became  a 
matter  of  no  small  importance  to  keep  possession  of  the  boats, 
which  they  had  brought  away  from  the  Victory  ;  and  therefore 
Capt.  Ross  was  reduced  to  the  desperate  expedient  of  inventing 
some  fictitious  tale,  which  should  lead  his  crew  to  believe,  that 
the  stores  of  the  Fury  would  n^t  be  found  on  the  beach,  for 
which  reason  it  was  supposed,  that  they  would  redouble  their 
exertions  to  take  the  Victory's  boats  along  with  them.  In  this 
respect,  however,  the  calculations  of  Capt.  Ross  turned  out  to 
be  false :  for,  greatly  as  the  men  might  be  disposed  to  drag  the 
boats  along  with  them,  it  was  found  not  to  be  within  the  com- 
pass of  possibility ;  and  all,  therefore,  which  Capt.  Ross  gained 
by  bis  manoeuvre,  was,  that  he  had  damped  the  spirits  of  his 
men,  and  laid  himself  open  to  the  imputation  of  having  adopted 
a  line  of  conduct,  at  once  senseless,  selfish,  and  inhuman. 

For  the  first  three  days,  after  leaving  the  place  where  the 
boats  were  abandoned,  the  travelling  was  exceedingly  bad,  and 
put  the  strength  of  the  men  to  the  utmost  stretch.  Capt.  Ross 
was  now  found  to  be,  in  the  expressive  language  of  thd  sailors, 
a  feather-bed  traveller ;  and  although  the  men  grumbled  not  at 
dragging  along  the  lame,  the  blind,  and  the  halt,  yet  they  ex- 
pected that  some  part  of  the  boastings  of  Capt.  Ross  would  be 
verified,  and  that  be  would  employ  whatever  strength  he  had,  in 
the  dragging  of  the  sledges,  and  animate  bis  men,  by  the  ex- 
ample of  an  active  participation  of  their  labor,  and  a  proud 
resolution  to  share  with  them  the  slavery  of  their  task.  The 
reverse  was,  however,  the  case,  for  Capt.  Ross  generally  booked 
himself  as  an  inside  passenger  of  the  most  commodious  of 
the  sledges,  taking  ever  and  anon  a  stimulating  refresher  from 
his  provision ,  bag,  and  enjoying  the  cold  sublimity  of  the  scene 
around  him,  with  all  the  coolness  of  the  most  accomplished 
stoic. 

After  four  days  travelling  they  arrived  at  a  part  of  the  coun« 
try,  where  the  land  was  very  low  and  swampy,  and  the  progresa 
they  made,  was  slow  and  limited ;  under  these  WHimt^fry^t 
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it  was  considered  politic  to  send  a  party  in  advance  to  Fury 
Beach»  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  state  of  the  pro- 
visions; and  after  having  made  a  full  examination  of  them, 
they"  were  to  return  to  the  main  body,  who  were  still  to  keep 
on  pursuing  th«ir  course,  with  all  the  expedition,  which  the  pe- 
culiar situation  of  the  country  would  admit  of. 

Commander  Ross  was  always  the  foremost  in  an  expedition 
of  this  kind  ;  and,  accompanied  by  Abernethy  and  Park,  he 
set  off  in  a  light  trumbogan  (a  small  kind  of  sledge,)  with  the 
hearty  wishes  of  the  whole  crew  for  his  success,  who  gave  him 
three  cheers,  as  he  parted  from  them,  and  before  night-fail  he 
was  out  of  sight. 

Heavily  and  slowly  now  moved  on  the  main  body— ^the 
master  spirit  had  left  them,  which  animated  them  through  their 
arduous  undertaking — that  cheered  them  in  the  hour  of  ex- 
haustion and  fatigue — that  participated  in  their  toils,  and 
stood  the  foremost  in  their  dangers.  The  sufferings,  which  the 
men  now  endured,  were  excessive,  and  principally  occasioned  by 
the  want  of  water,  not  a  drop  of  which  was  to  be  obtained  ;  the 
only  moisture^  which  the  men  had  to  their  mouths,  being  ob- 
tained from  snow  or  icicles,  which,  in  the  moment  of  their 
(okes,  they  called  Ross*  barley  sugar.  At  the  close  of  their 
day's  journey,  it  was  a  disheartening  thought  to  them,  that  not 
a  drop  of  water  was  to  be  obtained  to  their  meal,  which  con- 
sisted of  hard  bread  and  meat,  some  of  which  was  salted,  which 
tended  to  aggravate  the  evil,  by  increasing  their  thirst.  But 
to  the  men  it  appeared  an  act  of  direct  cruelty,  on  the  part  of 
Capt.  Ross,  that  he  had  it  in  his  power  to  put  an  end  to  the 
severe  privations,  under  which  they  were  suffering  ;  for  he  had 
a  large  quantity  of  cocoa-nut  oil  on  the  sledges,  which  was  the 
best  material  for  fuel,  as  their  fire-places  were  made  like 
lamps,  and  a  very  little  trouble  would  have  been  required  to 
convert  a  quantity  of  snow  into  water,  sufficient  for  the  wants 
of  the  whole  of  the  crew  ;  but,  strange  to  say,  even  this  trifling 
attention  to  the  necessities  of  the  men,  was  denied  thcftn,  for 
Capt.  Ross  preferred  transporting  a  quantity  of  his  cocoa-nut 
oil  to  England,  rather  than  make  it  subservient  to  the  health  and 
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comfort  of  his  suffering  crew.  There  was  also  a  large  quantity 
of  cocoa,  but  there  was  not  a  sufficiency  of  sugar  to  last  them  to 
the  Beach. 

We  will,  however,  contrast  the  report  of  these  proceedings, 
as  transmitted  to  us  by  three  of  the  crew,  ail  of  whom  agree  in 
every  particular  as  it  is  set  down  in  our  narrative,  with  the 
evidence,  which  Capt.  Ross  gave  to  the  committee  of  the  House 
of  Commons  ;  and  the  only  comment,  which  we  shall  at  present 
make,  is,  that'  either  Capt.  Ross  or  his  crew  depart  egregi- 
ously  from  the  truth.  But  we  have  before  us,  three  separate 
accounts  of  the  journey  from  the  Victory  to  Fury  Beach,  and 
they  all  coincide  in  their  description  of  the  severe  sufferings, 
which  they  underwent,  on  account  of  the  want  of  water.  We 
also  solicit  attention  to  the  extreme  sapience,  by  which  some  of 
the  questions  are  distinguished,  preserving,  at  the  same  time,  a 
becoming  silence  as  to  the  drift,  which  so  clearly  shows  itself, 
during  the  whole  of  the  examination. 

The  77th  question  is — "  When  did  you  abandon  your  ship? 
On  29th  May,  1832.  And  you  proceeded  on  foot  northward  to 
FuryBeach?''— "  Yes." 

**  Did  you  undergo  any  very  great  degree  of  suffering,  in  the 
course  of  your  journey  to  Fury  Beach  ?'* — "  We  did  ;  we  bad 
to  carry  our  provisions,  our  fuel,  the  sick,  our  tents,  and  spe- 
cimens." 

"  For  what  distance  T'— "  Near  300  miles." 

"  Over  snow,  or  u?hat  surface  V — "  Over  ice  and  snow,  and 
sometimes  over  land  covered  with  snow  :  v?e  suffered  most  fpr 
want  of  water,  having  to  melt  the  snow  before  we  could  get  a 
drop  to  drink.'" 

"  To  what  was  your  beverage  latterly  confined  ?" — "  Water 
entirely  and  lime  juice.*' 

"  Did  you  suffer  very  much  from  cold  during  your  journey  i^ 
— '"  Yes,  we  all  suffered  very  much  from  it.»* 

This  question  must  have  appeared  excessively  singular  to 
Capt.  Ross,  after  he  had  informed  the  committee,  that  the  cold 
experienced  on  the  journey,  was  sometimes  S2^  below  zero^  or 
64°  below  the  freezing  point  of  Fahrenheit. 
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"  Could  your  men  have  undertaken  the  journey  100  miles 
further  ?*'—*'  Certainly  not;  they  were  quite  exhausted  when  we 
arrived  at  Fury  Beacli ;  we  had  our  last  day^s  provisions/' 

"  I  think  you  said^  you  had  nothing  else  to  drink  but  water ; 
during  how  long  was  that  ?'*— "  Fifteen  months.*' 

'^  You  had  cocoa  to  drink  !'*—''  We  had  cocoa  and  burnt 
pease  all  the  time,*^ 

It  must  be  observed,  that  the  men  acknowledged  that  there 
was  plenty  of  cocoa,  but  that  it  was  withheld  from  them  on  ac- 
count of  the  want  of  water,  at  the  same  time  that  there  was  no 
lack  of  fuel,  wherewith  to  melt  the  snow. 

''  There  was  no  time  when  you  had  nothing  but  water  ?^ 

Capt.  Ross  here  evades  the  question,  in  the  most  artful  man« 
ner,  by  answering,^"  The  water  we  had  to  get,  by  melting  the 
snow  ;  we  had  to  carry  our  fuel  to  melt  the  water.'"  This  was  in 
reality,  no  answer  to  the  question  proposed  to  him ;  for  there  is 
a  Tery  essential  difference  between  telling  the  committee,  that 
there  was  a  time  when  they  had  nothing  but  water^  and  not^ 
even  that,  and  telling  them,  what  he  had  told  them  before,  that 
the  water  was  to  be  got  from  the  melting  of  the  snow,  for  which 
purpose  they  carried  the  fuel  along  with  them. 

It  is  these  evasions,  these  direct  and  positive  contradictions^ 
as  compared  with  the  information  transmitted  from  other  quarters, 
that  incline  us  to  throw  so  much  discredit  upon  the  evidence 
of  Capt.  Ross.  It  was  not  indeed  to  be  expected  that  Capt, 
Ross  would,  in  any  of  his  answers,  so  commit  himself  as  to  give 
rise  to  an  extended  examination  of  any  particular  circumstances : 
and  he  also  knew  well,  that  there  was  not  another  individual, 
to  be  called  before  the  committee,  who  had  been  on  the  ex- 
pedition, excepting  Commander  Ross,  and  his  evidence  had  no 
immediate  reference  to  those  minutiae  of  the  voyage,  on  which 
Capt.  Ross  was  questioned.  It  was,  however,  rather  fortunate 
for  the  latter  individual,  that  the  committee^  in  the  questioning 
of  Commander  Ross,  confined  themselves  to  such  points,  which 
did  not  immediately  bear  on  the  conduct  of  Capt.  Ross  towards 
his  men  :  for,  in  general,  when  they  did  venture  upon  them,  a 
direct  contradiction  was  certain  to  ensue. 
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Thus  one  of  the  committee,  after  having  put  a  few  unim- 
portant questions  to  Capt.  Ross/ respecting  the  proceedings  (m 
their  journey  to,  and  ou  their  arrival  at  Fury  Beach,  prooeedb 
to  ask : — "  I  need  not  ask  you>  whether  all  this  period  was 
(not)  one  of  the  greatest  mental  anxiety  to  you  1".-^"  It  certainly 
was ;  and  tke  greatest  difficulty  I  had  «paa>  in  preaerving  dis- 
ctplhie  among  the  men}" 

We  will  contrast  this  evidence  with  that  of  Commander  Ross, 
to  whom  the  following  question  is  put: — "  The  pfeseTvatioii 
of  discipline  was  perhaps  a  circumstaace  most  necessary,  on 
such  trying  occasions,  for  the  preservation  of  tke  lives  of  all 
parties  concerned:  some  cases  of  insubordination  might  have 
arisen  probably  ?'' — "  There  were  irijUng  circumsUimes  of  in- 
subordination^bui  very  iriJUng'' 

"  Did  not  Capt.  Ro98  himself^  on  all  iko9e  occasions,  cteewi 
a  controlling  power  T — "  They  seldom  went  to  Capi.  Ross, 
they  generally  came  to  me/' 
«  ''  Do  you  not  reoolleet  any  case,  in  which  Capt.  Rom  exerted 
his  controlling  power,  under  rather  trying  circmnstances  ?**—.«*  I 
remember  one  occasion,  after  we  had  abandoned  our  skip,  in 
which  Capt.  Ross  did  exert  bis  controlling  power,  but  it  was 
only  on  one  occasion.'^ 

"  Was  not  very  prompt  decision  necessary  on  that  oceasion  f* 
. — ^"Yes,  certainly." 

''  State  what  Capt.  Ross  did  upon  that  occasion  !*' — **  /  w€^ 
not  present  upon  the  occasion,  and  only  heatd  of  H ,-  1  tsm 
not  aware  of  tke  drcumstamces.'' 

We  sbali  be  able  very  shortly  to  state  this  particular  occa- 
sion :  but,  in  the  interim,  it  is  impossible  to  read  this  part  of 
the  evidence,  without  being  fofciUy  struck,,  in  the  first  place, 
with  the  contradictory  evidence  ot  the  two  officers;  secondly , 
ivith  the  private  knowledge,  which  some  of  the  members  of  the 
committee  possessed  of  particular  occurrencee  of  the  voyage, 
and  thirdly  with  the  adroit  manner,  in  which  Commander  Rosa 
escapes  out  of  the  noose,  in  which  he  ran  the  greatest  risk  ot 
being  caught.  ' 

It  is  most   certain  that  he  was  not  present  on  the  occasion^ 
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Tor  it  took  plaoe  in  Capt«  Ross'  tent ;  but  we.  may  be  allowed  to 
express  our  dc^bt  of  Commander  Ross  being  ignorant  of  the 
circumstanoes,  when  they  were  well  known  to  the  whole  of  the 
crew  :  but  we  shall  perhaps  be  able  to  show,  that  the  eircum- 
stcmces,  which  gave  rise  to  the  solitary  exercise  of  Capt.  Ross' 
controlling  power,  were  not  greatly  to  his  credit,  and  therefore 
the  professed  ignorance  of  Commander  Ross  was  perhaps  ex- 
cusable in  him. 

To  return  to  the  narrative.  Commander  Ross  had  been  ab- 
sent 1 1  days  from  the  main  body,  and  the  greatest  anxiety  now 
began  to  be  felt  for  his  reUirn.  The  stock  of  provisions  was 
jpearly  exhausted,  and  if  no  good  tidings  were  received  from 
Commancteir  Ross,  in  a  few  days,  the  greatest  fear  was  enter- 
tained, that  they  would  be  obliged  to  retrace  their  steps  to  the 
place  where  they  had  left  the  boats,  if  it  were  only  to  take 
advantage  of  the  provisions,  which  were  buried  under  them. 
Often  were  the  men  tantalized  with  the  sight  of  ducks  and  other 
aquatic  fowls,  which  came  within  gun-shot  of  thera;  but  had 
they  killed  them,  no  use  could  be  made  of  them  as  an  article  of 
food,  from  the  want  of  fuel  to  dress  them.  At  the  latter  end 
of  the  journey,  however,  a  few  were  killed,  and  carried  to  Fury 
Beach«  where  they  formed  a  most  dainty  meal  for  the  officers. 

It  was  on  the  24th  June,  whilst  the  main  body  were  travelling 
on  the  ice,  about  a  mile  and  a  half  from  the  land,  that,  on  casting 
their  eyes  a  little  to  the  north-west,  they  espied  Commander 
Ross,  and  his  sledge,  drawn  by  his  two  companions,  with  the 
silk  union  jack  flying  on  a  boarding  pike,  denoting  thereby 
'  that  the  stores  were  safe  on  Fury  Beach.  It  would  be  a  difficult 
task  to  describe  the  joy  and  exultation,  which  pervaded  the 
whole  of  the  crew,  on  the  receipt  of  this  glorious  intelligence, 
for  the  two  parties  immediately  proceeded  towards  each  other, 
^hen  Commander  Ross  imparted  the  additional  pleasing  intel- 
ligence, that  the  boats  of  the  Fury  were  still  on  the  beach, 
although  they  had  been  washed  ojff,  but  had  been  fortunately 
washed  on  shore  again.  The  distance  to  Fury  Beach,  from 
where  Commander  Ross  fell  in  with  the  main  body,  was  only 
four  d^ys  journey ;  and  on  the  following  day  he  reported,  that 
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they  would  fiill  in  with  a  monument,  from  which  the  beach 
could  be  distinctly  seen.  Although  it  was  the  month  of  June, 
Commander  Ross  had  experienced  some  very  seyere  weatheic> 
the  thermometer  standing  in  the  sun  at  noon-day,  sometimes 
iO^,  and  at  others  10^  above  zero^  and  in  the  night  10°  below. 

On  Commander  Ross  first  starting  for  Fury  Beach,  he  and  his 
companions  were  on  the  same  allowance  as  the  men,  who  com- 
posed the  main  body  :  but,  on  their  arrival  at  the  beach,  they 
were  not  limited  as  to  their  provisions ;  and  on  the  two  parties 
meeting,  they  had  with  them  40  tbs.  of  bread,  and  the  same 
weight  of  preserved  meats,  which  they  shared  amongst  their 
messmates,  whose  hunger  was  so  great,  that,  to  use  their  own 
phraseology,  they  could  have  devoured  the  flippers  of  a  seal. 

For  the  first  day  or  two  after  the  arrival  of  Commander  Ross, 
the  crew  were  put  on  full  allowance,  but  then  it  was  afterwards 
unexpectedly  reduced  to  the  former  quantity. 

During  the  previous  part  of  their  journey,  they  had  plenty  of 
cocoa,  tea,  and  sugar  on  the  sledges;  but  then  it  was  very  sa- 
gaciously observed  by  Capt.  Ross,  that  an  infusion  of  neither 
could  be  made,  without  the  assistance  of  water,  and  therefore 
the  articles  remained  in  their  packages  untouched :  the  quanti^ 
of  tea  amounted  to  16  lbs.  and  the  cocoa  to  treble  that  quan- 
tity. The  crew  had  now  succeeded  in  obtaining  a  little  water : 
and  as  the  good  news  had  been  brought,  that  the  stores  of  the 
Fury  were  in  good  condition,  it  was  expected,  that  Capt.  Ross 
would  have  shown  some  relaxation  in  the  severity  of  his  conduct, 
and  have  given  to  the  men  some  additional  nourishment,  consider- 
ing the  unparalleled  fatigue,  which  they  had  lately  undergone : 
but  not  the  slightest  change  took  place  in  his  conduct,  which 
appeared  to  be  regulated  but  by  one  principle,  and  that  was  the 
love  of  self.  The  men  at  this  time  had  only  two  meals  a  day,  and 
those  on  a  limited  allowance :  it  was  then  natural  to  suppose, 
that  the  thought  would  have  entered  into  the  mind  of  every 
considerate  commander,  that  if  he  exacted  duty  and  obedience 
from  his  men,  they  had  a  right  to  expect  that  he  would  per- 
form his  duty  towards  them;  the  principal  part  of  which  then 
was,  that  the  men   should  have  that  DOiirishmcnt   distributed 
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to  them  9  which  might  be  necessafjto  uphold  the  btrength^ 
which  they  were  continually  called  upon  to  exercise,  and  on 
which  the  very  existence  of  himself  and  the  whole  of  the  crew 
depended.  The  continual  cry  of  Capt.  Ross  to  his  men^  was, 
''  It  is  life  or  death  with  us,  therefore  haul  away."  But  how 
was  the  former  to  be  sustained,  or  the  latter  averted,  if  the 
common  means  of  subsistence  were  withheld,  and  at  a  time 
when  no  occasion  existed  for  such  a  rigid  system  of  economy : 
for,  if  Capt.  Ross  had  not  committed  another  egregious  blunder, 
they  were  then  only  four  days  jouruey  from  the  place,  where  an 
ample  supply  of  provisions  of  every  kind  awaited  them,  and 
which,  consequently,  would  have  authorized  the  most  prudent 
commander  to  make  the  most  liberal  use  of  the  provisions, 
which  were  then  in  his  possession. 

It  was,  however,  the  opinion  of  the  whole  of  the  crew,  that  it 
was  the  desire  of  Capt.  Ross  to  carry  his  stock  of  cocoa-nut  oil 
to  England,  as  wejl  as  some  other  things,  which  he  had  brought 
with  him  from  the  ship,  but  which,  in  the  eyes  of  the  sailors, 
were  only  like  so  much  ballast  or  useless  lumber. 

After  experiencing  considerable  fatigue,  the  party  arrived  at 
Possession  Place,  of  which,  in  the  year  1829,  Capt.  Ross,  Com- 
mander Ross,  Mr.  Mc'Diarmid,  and  Mr.  Thom,  had  taken 
formal  possession  ;  and  since  that  important  act  had  taken 
place,  no  one  had  been  so  bolder  presumptuous  as  to  dispute  the 
sovereignty  with  them.  To  the  northward  of  that  place,  there  is 
a  deep  bay,  called  Garry  Bay ;  to  the  southward  of  which,  a  long 
point  runs  to  the  eastward,  called  Garry  Point,  so  named  by 
Capt.  Parry,  out  of  respect  to  one  of  his  esteemed  friends,  Ni- 
cholas Garry,  esq.  The  distance  from  the  south  point  of  Ghirry 
Bay  to  the  opposite  side,  is  about  30  miles,  and  the  bay  itself 
in  length,  is  nearly  the  same  distance.  Instead,  however,  of 
shaping  his  course  direct  for  Fury  Beach,  Capt.  Ross  determined 
to  travel  round  the  Bay,  with  ail  the  three  sledges :  thus  im- 
posing on  the  men  an  additional  and  useless  labor,  which,  in 
their  then  exhausted  state,  they  were  very  incompetent  to  en- 
dure. The  travelling  round  this  bay,  was  represented  to  be  the 
most  fati^uinsr  and  irksome,  which  had  been  experienced  since 
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their  departure  front  the  ship.  The  land  was  so  high  on  the 
other  side,  that  the  men,  after  walking  several  miles,  could 
scarcely  perceive  anj  difference  in  the  distance :  and  Com- 
mander Ross  himself,  with  the  aid  of  his  telescope,  fancied  that 
they  were  all  under  the  influence  of  some  northern  wizard ;  for 
although  it  was  evident  to  him,  that  all  the  locomotive  powers 
of  the  party  were  in  full  action,  yet  they  still  appeared  to  make 
no  progress ;  but  on  the  contrary,  the  objects  at  a  distance 
seemed  to  recede  from  them,  in  proportion  as  they  came  nearer 
to  them.  Capt.  Ross  indeed  felt  not  the  inconvenience  of  this 
delay  in  reaching  Fury  Beach :  for,  mufBed  up  in  his  travelling 
dress,  he  very  comfortably  reclined  in  his  sledge,  instilling 
fresh  spirits  into  his  exhausted  men,  by  the  animating  cry  of 
"  Haul  away,  lads,  it  is  life  or  death  with  as."  An  accident, 
however,  happened  to  Capt.  Ross,  which  certainly  bad  a  ten- 
dency to  reduce  his  spirits,  and  to  give  an  additional  acerbity 
to  a  temper,  at  no  times  of  the  most  amiable  or  placid  kind. 
Whether  it  were  owing  to  his  clumsiness  or  his  eagerness, 
cannot  now  lie  decided,  but  on  visiting  one  of  his  chests,  the 
contents  of  which  were  well  known  to  the  crew,  he  most  un- 
fortunately broke  one  of  the  bottles,  out  of  which  burst  in  one 
mibroken  stream,  the  juniper  extract,  which  had  flowed  through 
the  alembic  of  the  Whitecbapel  distillery,  and  which  he  little 
thought  was  doomed  "  to  waste  its  spirit  on  the  desert  air/* 
But  happy  indeed  is  the  man,  who  has  a  remedy  at  hand  for 
any  calamity,  which  may  be&l  him  ;  and  in  this  respect  great 
indeed  was  the  happiness  of  Capt.  Ross,  for  in  close  contiguity 
with  the  aforesaid  chest,  stood  a  little  green  box,  known  by  the 
significant  title  of  his  provender  box.  Potent  indeed  were  some 
of  the  contents  thereof,  and  frequent  visitations  were  made  there- 
to ;  for  in  a  corner  stood  a  square  green  bottle  of  portly  di- 
mensions, which,  on  the  departure  from  the  ship,  was  filled  with 
cherry  bounce,  and,  as  a  substitute  for  the  juniper  extract,  no 
fiiult  whatever  was  to  be  found  with  it.  To  it,  therefore,  did 
Capt.  Ross  apply,  to  console  him  for  the  loss,  which  he  had 
experienced;  and  as  he  had  been  taught  by  his  domine,  that 
a  thing,  that  is  irrecoverably  lost,  .cannot  possibly  be  recovered. 
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he  summoned  all  the  philosophy,  of  which  he  was  in  possession, 
to  bis  aid,  and  bj  degrees  the  deep  scowl  of  chagrin  vanished 
from  bis  intelligent  countenance. 

After  travelling  three  or  four  days,  the  party  reached  the 
other  side  of  the  bay«  and  in  a  few  days  afterwards  they  arrived 
at  Fury  Beach.  On  their  route  from  Garry  Bay,  the  following 
acts  were  dona  by  deputy  for  Capt.  Ross  \ — one  hare,  two  ducks, 
and  three  geese  killed,  and  parturiunt  monies,  one  mouse  was 
caught  1 !  These  acts  were  all  put  down  to  the  name  of  Capt. 
Ross;  but  we,  in  this  instance,  did  not  perform  one  of  them, 
for  they  were  done  by  some  of  the  crew  ;  nevertheless  the  articles 
8o  obtained,  were  added  to  the  provender  box  of  Capt.  Ross, 
and  formed  some  good  substantial  meals  on  the  arrival  at  Fury 
Beach. 

On  travelling  along  the  coast  to  Fury  Beach,  which  is  called 
North  Somerset,  a  party  went  to  the  highest  hill,  and  there 
found  some  cockle  shells  in  a  state  of  petrifaction. 

The  arrival  at  Fury  Beach  took  place  on  the  first  of  July,  having 
been  thirty-one  days  coming  from  the  ship,  the  distance  in  a 
straight  line  beii|g  aboMl  180  miles,  but  that  which  was  tra- 
velled could  not  have  been  less  than  250:  a  considerable  ad« 
dition  being  made  to  it,  on  account  of  the  injudicious  conduct 
of  Capt.  Ross,  in  taking  the  sledges  round  Garry  Bay,  instead 
of  shaping  his  course  direct  for  Fury  Beach.  It  must,  however, 
be  remembered,  that  the  travelling  commenced  about  the  17th 
of  April,  and  that  the  crew  were  occupied  until  the  22d  of  May, 
io  getting  the  boats  down  the  country. 

The  joy,  which  the  crew  evinced,  on  being  safely  landed  on 
Fury  Beach,  may  be  easier  conceived  than  described:  their 
hearts,  they  said,  were  as  light  as  a  feather ;  nor  could  they; 
comparatively  speaking,  have  felt  much  happier,  had  they  set 
xheir  foot  on  their  own  native  land.  It  might  also  have  been 
supposed,  that  the  extreme  satisfaction,  which  Capt.  Ross  must 
bave  felt,  in  seeing  himself  so  providentially  rescued  from  a 
most  desperate  situation,  would  have  instilled  into  him  some 
feeling  and  sympathy  for  the  men^  who  had  nobly  braved  and  over* 
come  every  danger,  and  to  whose  fidelity  and  obedience  he  oirea 
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SO  much ;"  and  further^  that ''  he  vfotdd  have  felt  ashamed  of  him-- 
self*^  to  have  withheld  from  those  very  meritorious  men,  the 
common  nourishment,  to  which  they  were  entitled,  and  which 
ought  to  have  been  distributed  with  the  most  liberal  hand,  con- 
sidering the  superfluity  by  which  he  was  surrounded,  and  the 
exhausted  state  in  which  his  men  appeared  before  him. 

On  the  arrival  of  the  men  at  Fury  Beach,  there  were  but  about 
9  lbs.  of  bread  remaining :  each  man  had  his  own  bread  bag, 
but  some  were  entirely  empty,  and  in  others  a  very  small 
portion  was  left.  It  was  just  luncheon  time  when  the  crew 
landed ;  but  although  behind  them  were  provisions  of  every 
kind,  Cayt.  Ross  would  not  allow  a  biscuit  nor  any  \)ther  kind 
of  provisions  to  be  touched,  although  the  men  were  literally  in 
a  stale  of  positive  hunger.  The  crew  wore  divided  into  three 
parties  or  watches :  one  under  the  command  of  Capt.  Ross ;  the 
second  under  that  of  Commander  Ross,  and  the  third  under 
Mr.  Thorn,  the  purser.  Each  party  resided  in  a  separate  tent, 
which  was  pitched  immediately  on  reaching  the  shore ;  and  the 
occasion  now  occurred,  alluded  to  in  the  evidence  given  by 
Commander  Ross,  before  the  oommitt^  of  th^  House  of  Com- 
mons, in  which  a  spirit  of  insubordination  manifested  itself, 
but  which  Capt.  Ross  brought  down  upon  himself,  by  his  meap 
and  illiberal  conduct,  which  are  epithets  of  complete  mildness, 
in  comparison  to  those,  which  we  should  have  used,  had  we  fol- 
lowed the  manuscripts,  now  before  us. 

The  tents  were  all  pitched ;  the  crew  found  themselves  com- 
paratively comfortably  housed;  and  those  in  the  tents  with 
Commander  Ross  and  Mr.  Thom,  were  happily  busy  in  satis- 
fying their  appetite  with  the  best  provisions,  which  at  that 
moment  could  be  procured.  The  messmates  of  the  tent,  under 
the  command  of  Capt.  Ross,  were  looking  forward  to  the  sup- 
ply of  provisions,  which  would  be  distributed  to  them,  and 
perhaps  a  glass  of  grog,  as  a  reward  for  their  steadiness  and 
fidelity  to  their  duty ;  when  Capt.  Ross  coolly  told  them,  to 
wait  until  the  morning,  and  in  the  mean  time  to  eat  up  the 
remainder  of  their  bread.  A  conduct  like  this,  so  opposite  to 
what  the  nien  had  a  right  to  expect,  naturally  roused  them  to  a 
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state,  which,,  pethaps,  might  with  some  semblance  of  truth,  be 
stigmatized  as  one  of  insubordination  ;  but  we  question  much, 
whether,  if  the  men  under  such  circumstances,  had  proceeded 
to  break  open  the  first  chest  of  provisions,  which  they  could 
come  at,  they  would  have  been  declared  guilty  of  a  breach  of 
discipline,  by  a  jury,  even  of  Capt.  Ross'  own  picking.  Thomas, 
the  carpenter,  was  one  of  the  men  belonging  to  ('apt.  Ross' 
tent;  ,and  so  great  was  the'  value,  which  he  placed  upon 
the  services  of  this  man,  that  it  was  the  general  opinion '  of 
the  whole  crew,  that  he  would  rather  part  with  any  three  of 
them,  than  with  him.  Knowing,  therefore,  the  influence,  which 
he  possessed  over  Capt.  Ross,  he  made  no  hesitation  to  speak  to 
him  in  a  bold  and  peremptory  tone,  declaring,  that  it  was  most 
scandalous  and  shameful  conduct  in  him  to  keep  his  men  in  such 
a  state  of  starvation,  when  it  was  expected  by  all,  that  after  their 
arrival'  at  Fury  Beach,  they  should  have  every  nourishment, 
which  the  stores  of  the  Fury  would  permit  of;  "  You  might 
just  as  well,**  said  Thomas,  '*  hang  up  a  biscuit,  and  let  us  all 
look  at  it,  as  keep  us  in  a  state  of  the  greatest  hunger,  with 
plenty  of  provisions  around  us  '*  This  was  a  kind  of  language, 
to  which  the  autocrat  of  the  Victory  had  not  been  accustomed, 
and  to  him  it  smacked  so  much  of  disrespect  and  insubordina- 
tion, that  the  pride  of  a  captain  of  the  royal  navy  of  Great 
Britain  was  aroused,  and  he  began  to  talk  of  the  duty  and  obe- 
dience, which  a  sailor  owes  to  his  commanding  officer,  and  the 
consequences,  which  always  follow  from  a  breach  of  discipline. 
Thomas  perfectly  coincided  with  every  thing,  which  his  com- 
mander had  said  :  but,  on  the  other  hand,  he  maintained,  that 
they  had  in  every  respect  performed  their  duty  towards  him, 
and  therefore  they  were  not  to  be  kept  in  a  state  of  starvation, 
when  they  were  surrounded  with  provisions  of  every  kind,  suf- 
ficient to  support  them  for  a  twelvemonth. 

The  members  of  the  committee  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
appeared  anxious  to  elicit  from  Commander  Ross,  the  exact 
manner,  in  which  Capt.  Ross  behaved  on  this  occasion,  and 
particularly  the  way,  in  which  he  exerted  his  controlling 
power.    The  truth  is,  that  it  was  never  exerted  at  all :  on  the 
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contrary^  the  men,  by  their  bold  and  determined  manner,  ex- 
erted their  controlling  power  over  him  ;  and,  with  considerable 
reluctance,  he  drew  from  his  provision  bag-  some  pork  and 
bread,  which  were  distributed  amongst  the  insobordinates ;  but 
he  would  not  allow  them  either  fresh  meat,  lime  juice  or  cocoa. 
During,  however,  almost  the  whole  of  the  night,  the  men,  in 
Capt.  Ross'  tent,  were  eating  bread  and  sugar  in  their  blankets, 
with  their  head  covered  over,  so  that  '*  the  d — d  b — e*'  should 
not  hear  their  mouths  a  wagging." 

In  a  very  short  time  every  thing  assumed  a  regular  course  of 
action.  The  men  were  allowed  three  meals  a  day,  indepen- 
dently of  cocoa  and  lime  juice :  in  fact,  not  a  complaint  was 
heard  from  any  of  them,  on  account  of  a  shortness  of  provisions. 
The  first  employment  of  the  crew  was,  in  getting  in  order  the 
sails,  spars  and  cordage,  which  were  on  the  beach ;  tj^e  boats 
were  hauled  up,  for  the  carpenter  to  repair;  Mr.Thomand  some 
of  the  crew  were  employed  in  separating  the  preserved  meats 
from  the  soups  and  vegetables ;  and  Capt.  Ross,  with  some 
others  of  the  crew,  were  laying  some  of  the  heaviest  of  the 
spars,  for  the  purpose  of  constructing  a  temporary  house ;  the 
topsails  and  courses  being  used  as  the  covering.  In  about  eight 
or  ten  days,  a  house  was  built  30  feet  long,  and  16  feet  broad. 
The  position  of  the  house  was,  as  near  as  it  could  be,  N.N.E. 
and  S.S.W.  the  door  fronting  to  the  eastward.  The  interior 
was  divided,  leaving  a  place  for  the  officers,  which  consisted 
of  a  bed-place  for  each  officer,  and  a  mess-berth :  and  as  soon  as 
the  house  was  finished,  it  was  regularly  taken  possession  of  by 
the  respective  crews.  It  must  be  remarked,  that  each  crew  had 
to  fit  out  their  own  boat ;  by  which  it  became  a  trial  of  emu- 
lation amongst  them,  as  to  which  boat  should  be  first  got  ready 
for  sea. 

It  was  on  the  23d  of  July,  that  the  ice  made  a  move  on  Fury 
Beach,  and  by  the  27th,  a  fair  prospect  presented  itself,  of 
getting  down  the  inlet,  having  clear  water  as  far  as  the  eye 
could  reach  *  this  opportunity,  however,  could  not  be  embraced, 
on  account  of  the  boats  not  being  finished ;  or,  according  to  the 
version  of  one  of  our  authorities  Caot.  Ross   had  determined. 
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that  he  would  leave  Fury  Beach  on  the  1st  of  August,  it  being 
some  day,  that  he  wished  particularly  to  commemorate :  but 
when  that  day  arrived,  the  ice  was  all  closed  ;  still  Capt.  Ross 
continued  to  persist  in  his  resolution,  although  the  only  prospect 
of  success,  which  presented  itself,  was  a  little  clear  water  just 
in  shore,  being  ignorant,  at  the  same  time,  where  an  outlet  into 
the  open  sea  was  to  be  obtained.  Each  boat  had  six  weeks 
provisions  on  board :  and  that,  in  which  was  Capt.  Ross,  was  as 
deeply  laden  as  a  sand  barge,  with  the  risk  of  crossing  Prince 
RegenVs  Inlet,  which  is  40  miles  across. 

With  three  cheers  the  men  took  their  departure  from  Fury 
Beach ;  and  by  dint  of  hard  labor  for  nine  hours,  shoving  the 
boats  along  with  boarding  pikes,  boat  hooks,  &c.  they  succeeded 
in  getting  about  five  miles,  and  then  had  to  unload  all  the  three 
boats  and  haul  them  on  the  ice,  some  distance  towards  the 
shore.  The  place,  where  they  pitched  their  tents,  on  this  day, 
was  the  same  where  the  Fury  got  her  squeeze,  and  the  Hecia 
was  on  shore. 

On  the  following  day,  they  resumed  their  voyage,  and 
wherever  there  was  any  opening,  they  in  general  took  the  be- 
nefit of  it ;  but  severe  indeed  was  the  labor  in  loading  and  un- 
loading the  boats  every  time :  and,  in  some  instances,  after 
launching  the  boats,  their  progress  has  not  been  greater  than 
forty  yards,  and  then  they  had  to  haul  the  boats  over  very  irre- 
gular ice. 

It  was  not  until  the  17th  of  August,  that  they  reached  Cas- 
cade  Beach,  so  called  from  a  strong  stream  of  water,  that 
runs  into  the  sea,  a  distance  only  of  about  16  miles  from 
Fury  Beach.  Here  the  ice  was  uncommonly  heavy,  with  a 
nrong  pressure,  and  running  outside  like  a  bore.*  They  were 
obliged  to  remain  here  for  some  days,  the  stock  of  provisions 
fast  decreasing,  and  the  men  put  on  three-fourths  allowance. 
Till  the  2drd  the  ice  was  quite  stationary,  when,  on  a  sudden, 
iho  wind    came  on  to    blow  from   the    northward,    and    the 

*  The  Bore  or  Mase«rtt  is  an  appellation  given  to  tli«  nuhiBg  In  of  the  tide  in  the  IndoB  and 
Ganercs,  which  comes  with  snch  indescribable  Tiolence,  as  to  endanger  the  banks  which 
•Dconntcr  It. 
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westward,  and  drove  the  ice  off  to  the  southward,  from  which, 
to  all  appearances  there  was  clear  water  for  a  boat  to  proceed 
to  Fury  Beach,  for  a  fresh  supply  of  provisions.  It  was  agreed 
that  the  most  able-bodied  men  should  be  picked  out,  for  the 
purpose  of  making  a  good  boat's  crew,  and  attempt  to  reach 
Fury  Beach.  Accordingly  seven  of  the  ablest  men  set  off  in  a 
boat,  and,  having  a  fair  wind,  they  got  to  the  Beach  in  less  than 
three  hours.  On  their  return,  however,  they  were  detained  very 
much  by  the  ice^  nor  with  the  utmost  exertion  could  they  reach 
the  place  where  the  other  boats  were,  by  two  miles  :  they  were, 
therefore,  obliged  to  get  the  boat  on  shore  under  shelter^  as  the 
ice  pressed  in  with  such  an  overpowering  force,  as  to  render  all 
navigation  wholly  impossible.  From  this  place  a  messenger 
(J.  Park)  was  despatched  to  Capt.  Ross,  informing  him  of  the 
arrival  of  the  boat,  and  requiring  his  orders  as  to  their  future 
proceedings,  which  were,  that  all  hands  were  to  hasten  to  the 
place  where  the  boat  was,  and  bring  the  provisions  to  Cascade 
Beach.  It  was  not  until  the  spring  tides  set  in,  that  any  pro- 
spect presented  itself  of  getting  the  boat,  that  had  been  to  Fury 
Beach,  up  to  Cascade  Beach,  and  then  it  was  obliged  to  be 
tracked  inside  the  heavy  bergs,  which  were  lying  aground. 

During  the  time,  that  they  remained  at  Cascade  Beach,  which 
was  nearly  a  month,  the  crew  were,  in  general,  on  the  look  out 
for  an  addition  to  their  allowance  of  provisions,  in  the  shape  of 
a  hare  or  a  duck,  or,  by  way  of  novelty,  even  of  a  fox  ;  but  even 
the  very  animals  appeared  to  shun  a  place,  which  seemed  to  be 
usurped  by  desolation  alone,  and  where  she  reigned  in  all  her 
horrors  in  undisturbed  sovereignty.  Seldom  did  the  sportsman 
penetrate  into  the  country  where  the  Victory  was  abandoned, 
without  being  rewarded  for  his  exertions,  by  an  abundance  of 
game  and  other  indigenous  birds ;  but  a  whole  day  might  be 
spent  in  the  vicinity  of  Cascade  Beach,  without  bagging  a  single 
bird.  The  chief  motive  of  the  men,  in  traversing  the  hills,  was 
to  look  out  for  clear  water,  and  they  frequently  amused  them- 
selves with  building  up  monuments  of  stones,  which,  until  cor- 
roded by  time,  will  stand  as  the  only  and  last  memorial  of  the 
country  having  been  visited  by  human  beings^  who  first  htoV^ 
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the  silence  of  its  solitude,  and  stood  on  the  summit  of  its  hills, 
as  if  they  were  the  last  remnants  of  humanity. 

During  one  of  these  excursions,  as  Mr.  Light  was  travelling 
over  a  very  high  hill,  for  the  purpose  of  tracing  the  heavy  stream 
of  water,  from  which  the  name  of  Cascade  Beach  originated^ 
and  the  fall  of  which  was  estimated  at  not  less  than  nearly  400 
feet,  he  was  surprised  at  a  specimen  of  the  cockle  in  its  most 
perfect  shape.  The  whole  of  the  land  in  this  part  of  the  country 
is,  however,  nearly  the  same  as  in  the  vicinity  of  Port  Bowen, 
in  regard  to  minerals,  with  the  exception,  that  at  the  latter  place 
a  greater  quantity  of  agate  and  madrepore  was  found,  but  no 
cockles.  North  Somerset  is  the  name  of  the  mountains,  from 
the  south  point  of  Fury  Beach  down  to  the  extreme  north  point 
of  Regent's  Inlet.  On  the  top  of  these  mountains,  there  are  a 
great  many  petrified  worms,  shell-fish,  &c. ;  a  piece  of  the  horn 
of  a  rein-deer,  as  well  as  a  piece  of  wood,  in  a  petrified  state, 
were  also  picked  up ;  the  latter  was  about  an  inch  in  circum- 
ference. 

Here  might  the  geologist  and  the  antedeluvian  stand  and 
meditate,  and  wonder  by  what  convulsion  of  nature,  the  remains 
of  creatures  of  more  temperate  climes  should  be  found  imbedded 
in  the  rocks  of  a  country,  which  may  almost  be  considered  as 
the  boundary  of  animal  life,  and  where  their  species  could  not 
possibly  exist  amidst  the  destructive  influence  of  itsr  rigorous 
climate.  By  what  powerful  agent,  acting  in  the  far-gone 
lapse  of  ages,  was  the  piece  of  wood,  which  was  found  petrified 
in  the  mountains  of  North  Somerset,  carried  to  the  place  where 
it  was  found,  at  the  distance,  perhaps,  of  many  thousand  miles 
from  the  place  of  its  growth.  The  disbeliever  of  sacred  writ 
may  here  find  so;nething  to  ponder  upon,  and  a  glimpse  of  that 
light  may  shoot  across  his  darkened  soul,  which  guides  the  true 
believer  to  discover,  in  those  little  things,  the  mighty  hand  of 
the  Lord,  and  to  trace  in  them  the  proofs  of  the  great  and  won- 
derful deeds,  by  which  he  has  manifested  his  power  to  the  sons 
of  men. 

Truly  has  it  been  said,  that  there  is  no  picking  up  a  pebble 
by  the  brook-side,  but  wo  find  all  nature  in  connexion  with  it. 
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Insignificant  as  might  appear  the  petrifactions,  which  the  wan- 
dering seamen  of  the  Victory  picked  up  on  the  mountains  of  a 
sterile  and  desolate  country ^thej  are,  nevertheless,  the  fragments 
of  a  mighty  whole.  The  philosophical  observer  will  ascend  in 
his  inquiries,  from  the  pebble  to  the  rock ;  from -the  rock  to  the 
mountain  range^  from  the  mountain  range  to  the  "  great  globe 
itself/'  from  the  globe  to  the  system^  with  all  its  rolling  orbs ; 
from  the  system  to  the  visible  heavens  ^  powdered  with  stars/* 
from  the  visble  heavens  to  the  invisible  and  countless  myriads 
of  suns,  systems,  and  erratic  orbs,  that  are  contained  in  illimitable 
space,  and  from  those  to  the  contemplation  of  space,  time,  and 
eternity. 

"  The  whole  up  tracing  from  the  dreary  void. 
The  chain  of  oauaes  and  effects  to  Him; 
The  world  prodvcing  esMnce,  who  alone 
Potaesses  being.  * 

It  being  the  determination  of  Mr.  Light  to  trace  Cascade 
River,  if  possible,  to  its  source,  he  walked  along  the  banks  of  it 
for  a  considerable  distance,  until  his  progress  was  obstructed  by  a 
heavy  patch  of  snow,  w}iich  hung  over  the  river  from  bank  to 
bank.  This  he  walked  over  for  nearly  a  mile,  when  he  got 
down  at  the  further  end,  and  went  for  some  distance  under  the 
snow,  until  he  was  nearly  wet  through,  when  he  relinquished 
all  further  search.  He  was  induced  to  prosecute  his  research, 
from  the  hope,  that  the  river  might  lead  him  to  a  lake,  in  which 
some  fish  might  be  caught,  but  the  task  occupied  him  a  greater 
time  than  he  could  be  spared  from  his  duties  at  head  quarters. 
On  his  return  to  the  boats,  he  descended  into  a  valley,  where  be 
picked  a  number  of  cockle-shells  out  of  the  rocks ;  and  on  his 
arrival  at  the  boats,  he  mentioned  the  circumstance  to  Capt. 
Ross,  who  determined  to  visit  the  place  in  person,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  obtaining  some  good  specimens  of  the  petrifactions. 
The  valley,  in  which  they  were  to  be  obtained,  was  at  a  consi- 
derable elevation,  and  it  was  a  task  of  no  little  magnitude  for 
Capt.  Ross  to  undertake,  considering  his  extraordinary  obesity, 
which,  by  the  sailors,  was  compared  to  that  of  lllictu,  who  died 
in  the  vicinity  of  Felix  Harbour,  and  whose   fat  was  nearly 
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three  inches  in  thicknefls.    The  tratelling  was  also  excessWely 
bad,  and  required  no  little  agility  on  the  part  of  the  traTeller,  to 
prevent  him  from  slipping  into  the  pools  and  chasms,  which 
presented  themselves  at  almost  every  step,  and  which  certainly 
could  not  be  cleared  by  any  saltatory  motion,  which  the  captain 
might  be  inclined  to  make,  or  which  his  corpulency  would 
permit  him  to  accomplish.    It  was  considered  a  wonderful  feat 
of  engineering  skill,  to  get  the  figure  of  the  |>uke  of  York  to 
the  top  of  the  column,  which,  if  the  English  people  had  any 
virtue  or  spirit  in  them,  they  would  pull  down  again ;  and  the 
individual,  who  attempted  to  get  Capt.  Ross  up  to  the  Cockle- 
shell valley,  discovered  that  he  had  undertaken  a  job,  for  want 
of  ropes  and  pullies,  which  threatened  to  be  attended  with  as 
little  success  as  the  discovery  of  the  great  object,  of  which  they 
had  been  in  search.    By  great  exertion,  however,  exercised,  in 
pulling,  pushing,  and  dragging,  be  ultimately  arrived  at  the 
valley,  and  obtained  some  very  fine  specimens  of  the  petri&c- 
tions.     From  the  summit  of  an  adjoining  hill,  Capt.  Ross  had  a 
very  clear  view  with  his  telescope ;  and,  to  the  northward,  he 
saw  a  vast  expanse  of  clear  water,  which  determined  him  to 
hasten  his  return  to  the  boats,  and  to  lose  no  further  time  in  the 
prosecution  of  his  voyage.     They  descended  by  a  place,  called 
Boot  Bight,  so  named  on  account  of  a  fox  running  away  with 
a  boot  belonging  to  the  cook. 

The  whole  of  the  game  shot  during  the  stay  of  the  party  at 
Cascade  Beach,  was  three  hares,  two  of  which  were  killed  by 
Mr.  Light,  on  the  mountains,  and  the  other  was  shot  by  Mr. 
Mc'Diarmid.  There  was. therefore  a  hare  to  each  boat,  ef  which 
a  sea  pie  was  made,  much  to  the  gratification  of  the  crew,  who, 
for  some  time,  had  not  tasted  a  morsel  of  fresh  meat.  Aber- 
aeiby  shot  some  dovekies,  a  bird,  which  is  very  numerous  in 
that  part  of  the  country,  having  its  residence  in  the  crevices  of 
the  rocks.  The  usual  weight  of  the  bird  is  about  12  oz. :  they 
are  far  more  numerous  to  the  northward,  but,  owing  to  the  long 
detention  of  the  party  at  Cascade  Beach,  they  had  nearly  all 
flown  further  to  the  southward. 

By  the  time  that  Capt.  Ross   and  the  steward  arrived  at  the 
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boats,  the  ioe  was  making  off  from  the  shore,  so  that  orders  were 
given  to  make  a  move,  when  the  boats  were  got  down  as  far 
as  Boot  Bight,  when  a  party  went  on  one  of  the  hills,  to  take  a 
survey  of  the  state  of  the  ice ;  but  there  was  a  supineness,  at  the 
<iiime,  in  the  conduct  of  Capt.  Ross,  which  excited  the  astonish, 
ment  of  the  whole  of  the  crew,  and  led  them  to  believe  that  no 
disposition  existed  on  his  part,  to  take  advantage  of  any  favor- 
able occurrence^  that  might  present  itself.  At  this  time  there 
was  a  very  fine  opening,  but  Capt.  Ross  did  not  seem  willing  to 
embrace  it,  until  every  one  of  the  crew  cried  out,  that  it  was 
shameful  to  see  such  an  opening,  and  to  let  it  pass,  without 
taking  the  advantage  of  it. 

After  some  time  was  spent  in  unprofitable  procrastination,  a 
move  was  made  from  Boot  Bight,  and  they  got  down  on  the 
other  side  of  Batty  Bay ;  but,  in  the  crossing  of  that  bay,  a 
strong  breeze  sprung  up,  from  which,  Capt.  Ross*  boat,  on 
account  of  its  being  so  heavily  laden,  and  at  the  same  time 
carrying  so  much  sail,  took  the  sea  in  at  such  a  rate,  that  it  was 
reported  by  Thomas,  the  carpenter,  that  the  boat  was  half  fiiU 
of  water  ;  and  at  the  same  time  that  it  was  so  lumbered  up,  that 
it  was  not  possible  to  bail  her  out.  The  foresail  was  hauled 
down,  which  eased  her  a  little,  and  a  place  was  made,  both  fore 
and  aft,  for  the  purpose  of  bailing,  the  water  being  up  to  the 
knees.  The  other  two  boats  hove  to,  and  when  all  was  right 
in  Capt.  Ross*  boat,  they  ran  in  for  some  low  land,  that  was  seen 
to  the  southward  ;  but  it  coming  on  to  be  very  dark  and  dismal, 
and  the  wind  blowing  tremendously  hard,  they  landed  on  a 
beach,  and  pitched  their  tents,  leaving  the  boats  at  anchor. 

On  the  following  morning,  some  of  the  lumber  was  got  off 
Capt.  Ross*  boat,  viz.  some  spare  shot,  fifty  fathom  of  whale  line, 
that  had  been  used  for  a  cable,  and  a  cask  of  tamarinds.  This, 
however,  did  not  make  much  difference  in  the  draught  of  the 
boat  in  the  water :  and  it  was  expected  by  the  crew,  that  Capt. 
Ross  would  leave  behind  him  some  large  chests ,  the  weight  of 
one  of  which,  was  not  less  than  six  or  seven  hundred  weight ; 
as  well  as  another  chest,  that  was  on  the  beach,  containing  mi- 
neral specimens,  also,  acarp«iter*s  tool  chest,  as  well  as  several 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


LAST   VOYAGE  OF  CAPT.   ROSS.  643 

other  small  boxes  and  bags,  all  belonging  to  Capt.  Ross,  tini 
the  contents  of  which  were  not  known  to  any  one.  As  a  proof, 
however,  of  the  strict  attention,  which  he  paid  to  the  gratifi- 
cation of  his  appetite,  the  following  were  the  contents  of  the 
large  chest  packed  up  by  himself,  and  soldered  in  canisters  : — 
two  canisters  of  boiled  beef,  two  of  roast  beef,  two  of  collared 
beef,  two  of  seasoned  beef,  two  of  veal,  two  of  mutton,  two  of 
carrots,  two  of  parsneps,  two  of  soup,  two  of  carrots  and  gravy, 
two  of  flour,  two  of  cocoa,  four  of  biscuit :  two,  of  the  biscuit 
made  in  the  Victory,  and  two,  that  had  been  on  Fury  Beach, 
with  bread  and  many  other  things.  It  was  the  crew  coming 
to  the  knowledge  of  circumstances  of  this  kind,  which  excited 
so  much  ill  blood  between  them  and  their  commander;  and 
who,  as  they  had  been  frequently  told  by  him,  that  it  was  life 
or  death  with  them,  ought  to  have  loaded  his  boat  with  other 
things,  than  mineral  specimens  or  carpenter's  tools,  of  which 
there  was  already  an  ample  supply  in  the  regular  carpenter's 
chest* 

The  beach  where  they  now  were,  was  called  Tamarind  Beach, 
on  account  of  a  cask  of  Tamarinds,  that  was  left  there.  It 
was  early  in  the  morning,  that  they  took  their  departure  from 
this  place,  and  the  same  night  arrived  at  Monument  Beach, 
which  is  the  extreme  north-east  point  of  the  inlet.  This  place 
was  so  called  on  account  of  some  of  the  crew  building  a  large 
monument,  which,  like  the  rest  of  them,  runs  the  risk  of  never 
being  seen  again.  On  their  arrival  there,  some  of  the  crew 
went  on  a  very  high  hill,  with  the  telescope,  to  take  a  survey  of 
the  ice,  but  it  was  quite  stationary  in  the  direction,  in  which 
it  was  their  intention  to  shape  their  course.  They  were  every 
day  anxiously  looking  out  for  a  passage  across  the  inlet ;  but  it 
was  the  opinion  of  Capt.  Ross,  that  the  ice  never  broke  up  that 
year  in  Lancaster  Sound,  although,  in  that  respect,  the  majority 
of  the  crew  did  not  coincide  with  him.  It  was,  however,  their 
general  opinion,  that  Commander  Ross  would  have  found  his 
way  over :  and  during  their  stay  at  Monument  Beach,  it  was 
proposed,  that  he  should  take  a  certain  quantity  of  provisions 
out   of  each  boat,  and   that  he  and  the  crew  should  make  the 
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attempt  to  obtain  a  passage  over  the  ice.  Commander  Rosa 
expressed  his  willingness  to  try  the  hasardoas  experiment,  bat 
a  decided  objection  was  raised  to  it  by  Cspi.  Ross,  who  feh  no 
great  inclination  to  share  in  the  hazard  of  the  enterprtie ;  nor, 
on  the  other  hand,  to  see  himself  almost  alone  in  a  desolate 
and  inhospitable  country,  with  no  other  chance  of  escaping 
from  starvation,  than  making  his  way  back  to  Fnry  Beach,  and 
there. making  himself  as  comfortable,  daring  a  long  and  tedioiu 
winter,  as  the  resources  of  his  own  mind  would  allow  him. 
All  hope  was  now  abandoned  of  getting  across  the  sound ;  but 
previously  to  taking  a  final  departure  from  Monument  Beach, 
it  was  determined  to  take  another  survey  of  the  state  of  the  ice, 
and  a  party  was  accordingly  sent  to  the  summit  of  a  very  high 
mountain  on  the  promontory,  from  which  a  view  could  be  ob» 
tained  of  Prince  Regent's  Inlets  Barrow's  Strait,  and  Lancaster 
Sound;  but,  as  &r  as  the  eye  could  reach,  an  impenetrable^ 
mass  of  ice  presented  itself,  forming  a  barrier  to  all  further 
progress  in  that  quarter,  which  it  was  in  vain  to  attempt  to 
overcome. 

The  anxiety  and  suspense,  which  now  weighed  upon  erety 
mind,  may  be  easier  imagined  than  described ;  the  young  i«a^ 
had  already  assumed  an  alarming  thickness,  and  the  firost  of  on* 
night  might  so  block  up  the  passage  to  the  southward,  that  eren 
the  return  to  Fury  Beach  would  be  found  impracticable* 

During  the  stay  at  Monument  Beach,  which  may  be  conn  • 
dered  a  part  of  Leopold  South  Island,  in  about  the  latitude  cl 
HdP  S&,  and  longitude  90^  west,  some  slight  symptori:s  of  the 
scurvy  displayed  themselves,  and  the  men  were,  therefore^ 
allowed  to  take  daily  excursions  on  shore,  during  which  they 
killed  six  foxes,  all  of  which  were  eaten  by  the  crew.  Two 
bares  were  seen,  but  they  were  beyond  the  reach  of  the  gun. 
The  foxes,  as  well  as  the  hares,  were  all  white.  The  Aurora 
Borealis  was  visible  almost  every  night,  which  enabled  them„ 
on  some  occasions,  to  extend  their  journeys,  which  would  not 
have  been  practicable  amidst  the  Cimmerian  darkness  of  the 
northern  latitudes.  The  view,  which  the  crew  had  from  the 
Promontory  of   Leopold  South  Island,  is  represented  to  have 
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been  desolation  in  its  uttefmost  extreme.  A  dead  and  disheart- 
ening silence  reigned  around  them,  broken  at  intervals  only  by 
the  sovnd  of  their  own  voices,  or  the  deep  howl  of  the  solitary 
bear,  prowling  on  the  ice  in  quest  of  its  prey.  The  philoso- 
phic mind  might  have  employed  itself  with  the  speculation  of 
the  use  or  necessity  of  such  a  vast  portion  of  the  globe  being 
rendered  unserviceable  for  the  maintenance  of  human  or  animal 
life,  whilst  the  solitary  outcasts  of  nature,  which  inhabit  it, appear 
as  if  placed  on  the  verge  of  the  dominion  of  creation,  to  mark  the 
boundary  to  which  the  plastic  power  of  nature  can  extend.  It 
was  altogether  a  scene  by  no  means  calculated  to  raise  the 
desponding  spirits  of  the  crew>  for  the  prospect  was  before 
them,  that  the  snow  would  be  their  death-bed,  and  their  bones 
left  bleaching  in  the  northern  blast,  until  consumed,  perhaps,  by 
the  influence  of  a  hundred  winters-^their  dust  wide  scattered  by 
all  the  winds  of  heaven,  and  lost  in  the  unfathomable  abyss  of 
annihilation. 

It  was  not  until  the  2dd  of  September,  that  they  took  their 
departure  from  Monument  Beach,  when  they  made  a  move  out 
to  the  eastward,  and  bored  the  boats  into  the  young  ice ;  but  it 
was  not  without  the  greatest  difficulty  that  they  got  them  out 
again,  as  the  young  ice  had  become  so  thick.  This,  however, 
may  be  considered  to  have  been  an  attempt  to  reach  the  oppo- 
site shore,  which  was  a  distance  of  about  forty-five  miles, 
but  it  was  that  almost  of  the  drowning  man,  who  clings  to  the 
most  fragile  object,  as  the  only  remaining  hope  of  existence. 
In  this  instance,  however,  fortune  favored  them,  for  they 
stfbceeded  in  getting  back  to  Monument  Beach ;  where,  as  the 
season  was  far  advancing,  #ind  the  provisions  nearly  exhausted, 
tlie  men  being  put  upon  little  more  than  two-thirds  of  a  pound 
of  bread  and  meat  per  day,  they  remained  no  longer  than  the 
first  opportunity  presented  itself  of  finding  their  way  back  to 
Fuiy  Beach.  Fortunately  a  wind  sprung  up  from  the  north- 
ward to  clear  the  inlet  to  the  southward,  and  the  journey  was 
begun,  although  under  the  most  discouraging  circumstances. 
The  young  ice  was  making  so  rapidly,  that  the  men  were 
obliged  to  keep  the  boats  in  a  rolling  motion,  to  prevent  it  from 
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closing  in  upon  tbem,  and  literally  choking  them  up.  At  this 
time^  the  men  had  no  other  clothing  than  what  they  stood  up- 
right in«  their  whole  covering  at  night  consisting  of  a  blanket 
made  in  the  shape  of  a  sack,  into  which  they  crawled,  and  then 
drew  the  open  ends  over  their  faces.  The  chief  object  of  making 
these  bags  was,  that  they  could  not  get  out  their  feet  to  be  frozen 
The  method,  in  which  the  men  frequently  slept,  was  as 
follows:—- Three  trenches  were  dug  in  the  snow,  each  capable 
of  holding  seven  men,  a  covering  of  canvass  was  thrown  over 
the  trenches,  and  a  layer  of  snow  over  the  canvass :  they  then 
got  into  their  bags  or  blankets,  and  huddled  close  together  for 
the  benefit  of  the  reciprocal  heat.  There  was  an  officer  in  each 
trench,  viz.  Capt.  Ross,  Commander  Ross,  and  Mr.  Thorn.  The 
blankets  of  the  officers  were  lined  with  skin ;  but  it  is  scarcely 
possible  to  form  an  idea  of  the  misery  and  wretchedness,  which 
the  men  endured  in  their  terrible  dormitories  ;  the  frozen  snow 
was  their  bed  beneath,  and  the  cold,  to  which  they  were  exposed, 
was,  at  one  time,  32^  below  zero,  or  M9  below  the  freezing 
point  of  Fahrenheit;  after  encountering  many  hair-breadth 
escapes,  from  the  treacherous  state  of  the  ice,  they  succeeded  in 
getting  eighteen  miles  to  the  southward,  and  were  then  obliged 
to  haul  the  boats  on  shore,  on  account  of  the  young  ice  making 
so  rapidly,  and  the  consequent  danger  incurred  of  having  them 
frozen  in.  They  remained  in  this  place  for  two  days,  during  which 
time  they  shot  two  foxes,  which  were  eaten  by  the  crew,  as  well 
as  an  old  rook  that  was  shot :  in  fact,  although  it  could  not  be 
literally  said  that  it  was  all  fish,  that  came  to  their  net,  yet  they 
shot  whatever  came  within  their  reach  ;  and  that  which,  in  tbMr 
own  country,  would  have  been  rejected  with  disgust,  was,  under 
their  present  circumstances,  considered  as  a  dainty  morsel. 

On  the  ice  opening  a  little,  some  further  progress  was  made, 
and,  after  being  exposed  to  the  most  imminent  danger,  they 
succeeded  in  reaching  Batty  Bay,  which  was  on  the  Ist  of  Octo- 
ber. Here  their  progress  was  completely  impeded  by  the  young 
ice,  and  it  was  feared,  that  all  further  hope  of  reaching  Fury 
Beach  by  the  boats,  must  be  abandoned.  In  this  situation  they 
were  obliged  to  pitch  their  tents  on  the  ice,  not  being  able  to 
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Teach  the  shore,  the  distance  being  about  two  miles.  The  cold 
was  here  so  excessive,  that  one  of  the  men  lost  the  tops  of  his 
fingers,  and  there  was  scarcely  one,  who  was  not  frost*bitten  in 
some  part  of  his  extremities.  The  name  of  the  man  was  Barney 
Lachy,  and  the  accident  was  occasioned  by  his  roiling  an  empty 
bread  cask  on  shore,  having  no  mittens  on  at  the  time.  During 
the  night,  that  they  slept  on  the  ice,  they  had  scarcely  fuel 
enough  to  melt  a  little  of  it  for  the  purpose  of  making  some  cocoa, 
for  which  reason  they  were  obliged  to  burn  the  lime-juice  cask, 
and  commenced  cutting  up  the  boat's  cable  as  a  part  of  their 
fuel. 

Under  these  adverse  circumstances,  a  consultation  was  held 
between  Capt.  and  Commander  Ross,  as  to  the  steps,  which 
should  be  taken  with  the  boats,  as  well  as  the  measures,  which 
were  to  be  adopted,  to  secure  their  return  to  Fury  Beach.  It 
was  agreed  that,  considering  the  rapid  growth  of  the  young  ice, 
and  the  impossibility  of  reaching  Fury  Beach  in  the  boats,  that 
no  time  should  be  lost  in  the  unloading  of  them,  and  then  hauling 
them  over  the  ice  on  shore,  where  they  might  remain  housed 
over,  until  the  breaking  up  of  the  ice,  when  they  would  be  able 
to  make  another  attempt  to  reach  the  seas  frequented  by  the 
whaling  ships. 

The  task  of  unloading  the  boats  was  commenced;  and  when  it 
is  considered,  that  every  article  was  obliged  to  be  carried  over 
the  ice  separately,  to  a  distance  of  above  two  miles,  and  some 
of  the  articles  of  a  very  heavy  and  cumbersome  kind,  an  idea 
may  then  be  formed  of  the  labor,  which  the  men  had  to  undergo, 
exposed  during  the  whole  of  the  time,  to  an  intensity  of  cold, 
which  it  was  thought  scarcely  possible  for  the  human  constitu- 
tion to  endure. 

It  was  on  the  morning  of  the  2nd  of  October,  that  they  com- 
menced hauling  the  boats  on  shore,  all  the  hands  being  put  to 
one  boat.  With  great  difficulty  they  had  succeeded  in  dragging 
it  about  halfway,  when  the  ice  suddenly  gave  way  under  her, 
and  she  lay  as  snug  as  if  she  were  in  a  cradle.  Every  en- 
deavor was  made  to  get  her  out  again,  but  as  fast  as  they  hauled 
her  on  the  ice,  it  broke  in  again ;  and  for  some  time  it  was  ex- 
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pe€ted  that  darkness  would  close  in  upon  them^  before  they  had 
got  her  clear,  by  which  considerable  risk  was  run,  of  ever  being 
able  to  extricate  her,  as,  by  the  following  morning,  she  might 
be  so  frozen  in,  as  to  render  it  impossible  to  move  her.  Under 
this  dilemma,  the  expedient  was  adopted,  of  putting  a  boat's 
mast  under  her  bows :  and  the  seamen  having  declared,  that  it 
UKis  life  or  death  with  her,  (a  cant  phrase,  which  they  used  on 
all  occasions  of  a  desperate  nature,  in  mockeiy  of  their  com- 
mander,) they  applied  their  whole  strength,  and  with  a  sudden 
jerk  brought  her  upon  the  ice .  They  had  not  proceeded  far^ 
when  the  boat  again  broke  in,  but,  by  adopting  the  previous 
plan,  she  was  got  out:  and  the  ice  becoming  stronger  as  they 
approached  the  shore,  they  at  last  succeeded  in  landing  her,  and 
plaoed  her  about  90  feet  above- high  water  mark.  They  then 
returned  for  the  other  two  boats,  experiencing  the  same  diffi* 
oulties  and  accidents  in  their  transportation  to  the  beach  ;  but, 
as  the  safety  of  the  boats  was  now  secured,  the  dangers,  which 
they  had  undergone  were  forgotten.  The  crews  of  Commander 
Ross  and  Mr.  Thom,  slept  that  night  in  the  boats:  but  Capt. 
Ross,  not  relishing  so  cold  a  berth,  had  his  tent  pitched  on  the 
beach,  where,  with  a  fire  in  his  stove,  he  enjoyed  the  comfort  of 
a  sound  repose. 

On  the  following  morning,  all  was  bustle  to  fetch  away  the 
things,  which  were  still  remaining  on  the  ice  :  and  loud  were 
the  murmurs  of  the  crew,  on  seeing  the  rubbish,  with  which 
Capt.  Ross'  boat  was  laden,  a  great  part  of  which,  had  it  been 
burned  on  Vakkee  Hill,  or  thrown  as  playthings  for  the  whales, 
instead  of  subjecting  the  men  to  drag  them  from  place  to  place, 
would  have  been  only  commensurate  with  their  intrinsic  value, 
and  have  impressed  upon  the  minds  of  the  men,  some  slight 
Gonvidion,  that  all  sense  of  feeling  for  their  situation,  was  not 
obliterated  from  his  breast. 

There  being  no  prospect  of  conveying  the  things,  by  means  of 
the  boats,  to  Fury  Beach,  Capt.  Ross  issued  his  orders  to  The* 
mas«  the  carpenter,  to  break  up  three  of  the  bread  casks,  and 
make  from  them  some  sledges,  as  the  vehicles  for  the  transport- 
ation of  the  stores,  provisions,  &c.  to  Fury  Beach.     During  the 
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limo  that  the  carpenter  was  thu»  employed,  the  crew  were  busy, 
in  homing  over  the  boats,  and  rendering  them  secare,  until  the 
following  year,  which  waseffected«  by  {iutening  them  with  their 
own  anchors,  and  piling  stones  and  other  heavy  articles  over 
them,  and  then  covering  the  whole  with  a  layei  of  snow. 

It  was  on  the  4th  of  October,  that  they  took  their  departure 
from  Batty  Bay,  having  a  distance  of  96  miles  to  travel  to  Fury 
Beach :  it  being  veikdered  greater,  on  account  of  having  to  go 
found  two  bights,  whoie  the  travelling  was  attended  with  the 
greatest  difficulty,  on  account  of  the  hummocks  of  ice,  which 
were  so  numerous,  that  it  was  like  drawing  the  sledges  through 
a  labyrinth :  and  frequently  the  passctge  appeared  to  be  so  com- 
pletely blocked  up,  that  the  only  way  of  making  any  progress 
was,  by  breaking  through  them,  which  would  have  occupied 
several  days  in  tho  aceomplishiment, 

Plpevfo«sIy  to  leaving  Batty  Bay,  »  lbs.  10  oas.  of  biscuit 
were  served  out  to  each  man,  and  this  scanty  allowance  was  to 
last  them  until  their  arrival  at  Fury  Beach,  however  severe  and 
tempestuous  the  weatlier  migbt  be,  and  however  long  they  might 
be  detained  on  their  journey.  They  had  not  travelled  more 
t&an  two  miles,  before  they  were  obliged  to  unload  the  sledges, 
in  order  te  render  them  lighter,  as  the  road  was  not  passable  fo^ 
then,  in  the  loaded  state,  in  which  Ihey  left  Batty  Bay.  The 
things,  that  were  taken  out  of  the  sledges,  were  left  on  the  beach, 
wTtb  the  ulterior  view  of  fetching  them  from  Fury  Beach.  During 
the  time,  that  the  sledges  were  unloading  and  repairing,  the  tents 
were  pitched  on  shore,  and  the  erew  remained  in  them  for  the 
night.  Early  on  the  following  morning  they  proceeded  on  their 
journey,  leaving  behind  them  two  ehests,  containing  instruments, 
documents,  Ac.  one  tent,  and  several  othet  articles.  On  that 
day  they  advanced  only  10  miles,  and  again  pitched  their  tents, 
and  the  men,  worn  with  fistigue  aud  hunger,  consumed  their 
miserable  allowance,  with  not  a  drop  of  any  li()ttid  to  moisten 
it,  except  a  lump  of  ice,  which  they  put  into  their  mouths  to 
meh.  On  the  fcwth  day;  after  leaving  Batty  Bay,  they  arrived 
at  Pmj  BeaoK  and  found  that,  in  their  absence,  the  foxes  had 
taken  possession  of  their  house,  but  they,  immediately  decamped 
28.  4o  n  \ 
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as  8oon  as  the  rightful  owners  presented  themselves.  Onarrivuig^ 
at  the  house,  Capt.  Ross  stationed  himself  at  the  door,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  harangue  his  crew^  the  chief  topics  of  which  have 
been  transmitted  to  us,  although  it  has  been  omitted  to  state  the 
degree  of  influence,  which^  like  the  speeches  of  other  great  men, 
it  had  upon  the  funds  of  the  country.  The  first  topic  was,  his 
sincere  congratulations  to  his  crew,  on  their  return  to  and  safe 
arrival  at  Furj  Beach,  which,  he  was  convinced,  they  would 
ascribe  to  its  only  true  and  genuine  cause,  which  was,  the  extra- 
ordinary talent  and  skilfulness,  which  he  had  evinced  on  eveiy 
occasion,  in  which  they  could  be  called  into  action — ^the  prompt 
and  ready  personal  assistance,  which  he  had  granted  in  the  alle« 
viation  of  the  great  fatigue  and  labor,  which  they  had  lately  un- 
dergone— the  parental  care,  which  he  had,  on  every  opportonity, 
shown  for  the  preservation  of  their  health,  and  the  promotion  of 
their  personal  comforts — and,  lastly,  the  extraordinary  and  unex- 
ampled instances  of  self-denial,  which  he  had  exhibited  on 
various  occasions,  and  which  he  had,  no  doubt,  would  remain 
for  ever  impressed  upon  their  recollection,  as  the  proudest  and 
noblest  traits  of  his  character. 

It  was  with  the  greatest  satisfaction,  that  he  announced  to 
them,  that  he  continued  to  receive  from  all  the  tribes  of  the 
country,  with  whom  he  had  entered  into  an  alliance,  the  assu- 
rance of  the  continuance  of  their  friendly  disposition;  and  that, 
although  on  the  other  hand,  he  regretted  to  inform  them,  that 
the  great  question  of  the  discovery  of  the  North  West  Passag-e^ 
in  the  pursuit  of  which  they  had  so  nobly  and  gallantly  spent 
the  last  three  years  of  their  life,  was  just  in  the  same  state  cf 
uncertainty,  as  when  he  ordered  his  steam  to  be  got  up  at 
Woolwich,  yet  still  it  would  be  the  crown  and  glory  of  their 
life,  to  say,  that  they  had  shared  in  the  attempt,  of  which  the 
monuments  and  other  valuables,  which  they  had  left  behind 
them,  would  be  an  irrefragable  and  everlasting  proof. 

It  was  also  a  source  of  great  sati^ction  to  him,  to  inform  them, 
that  no  immediate  prospect  presented  itself  of  a  death  of  starvation 
by  hunger,  although  he  considered  it  but  proper  in  him  to  pie- 
pare  them  for  such  an  event,  should  they  not  soooeed  in  the  coiirae 
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of  the  following  year,  in  getting  on  board  a  whaler ;  be,  bowever, 
made  no  doubt,  tbat  if  aoch  should  be  their  fate  to  be  starved  to 
death,  tbej  would  meet  it  with  that  calmness  and  resignation, 
which  had  hitherto  distinguished  them,  since  they  were  under 
his  command ;  and  he  sAouM  be  ashamed  of  himself,  if  the  same 
fate  threatened  to  beial  him,  if  he  did  not  exhibit  that  high  for- 
titude and  energy  of  character,  which  they  had  seen  so  strikingly 
displayed  him,  during  the  trying  scenes,  through  which  they  had 
been  lately  destined  to  pass. 

He  was  happy  to  inform  them,  that  an  estimate  of  the  ways 
and  means  had  been  laid  before  him,  and  that,  provided  they 
kept  their  appetites  within  proper  bounds,  of  which  he  professed 
his  willingness  to  set  the  example,  a  sufficiency  of  provisions  was 
on  hand  to.support  them  through  the  winter ;  anticipating,  at  the 
same  time,  that  the  benefit  of  fresh  meat  would  be  frequently 
obtained  from  the  indigenous  animals,  particularly  t)ie  foxes,  of 
which  he  gave  them  liberty  to  shoot  as  many  as  came  within  the 
range  of  their  guns.  It  was  also  gratifying  to  him,  to  tell  them 
that  the  stock  of  spirits  was  exhausted,  with  the  exception  of  a 
small  quantity,  which  he  Tesevved  for  medicinal  purposes ;  he 
having  arrived  at  the  conviction,  from  personal  experience,  that 
the  use  of  spirits  is  attended  with  the  most  injurious  effects,  and 
that  he  is  disposed  to  attribute  the  general  good  health,  which  the 
crew  have  lately  enjoyed,  to  no  other  cause  than  an  abstinence 
from  the  use  of  spirits. 

As  illustrative  of  this  part  of  the  speech  of  Capt.  Ross,  we  may 
be  allowed  a  parenthetical  licence,  and  quote  the  71st,  72d,  and 
73d  questions,  which  were  put  to  him  by  the  committee  of  the 
House  of  Commons. 

71st.  ''  During  how  much  of  the  latter  part  of  the  voyage  were 
you  (?)  without  spirits!"—"  Fifteen  months." 

72d.  "  Do  you  attribute  to  the  absence  of  spirits  any  portion 
of  the  health,  which  you  latterly  enjoyed  as  a  crew." — *'  I  cer- 
tainly do." 

78d.  *'Had  there  been  an  abundant  supply  of  spirits,  and  they 
had  been  taken  freely,  do  you  consider  your  health  would  hav» 
been  so  goodf  — ''  I  do  not  think  it  Would." 
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We  leave  this  part  of  the  evideiice  without  any  further  com* 
BoeDt,  than  tiiat  it  appears  most  strange,  and  almost  inaxpIioaUe 
to  our  vulgar  capacitjt  that,  what  was  bad  for  the  men,  should 
be  good  for  the  master ;  at  all  events,  there  is  no  existing  proof* 
that  the  health  of  the  latter  ever  suffered  from  the  periodical 
visitations  to  a  square  glass  vessel,  deposited  in  a  comer  of  one 
i)£  the  chests,  which  the  former  bad  to  drag  over  the  huMmoiks 
of  ieei  the  contents  of  which,  however,  were  refused  them,  even 
in  the  character  of  a  medicine. 

The  last  topic,  of  that  most  senseless  arraBgemeot  of  fingtish 
words  in  a  state  of  juxta^position,  commonly  koovfn  by  the  title 
of  a  King*s  Speech,  is  generally  the  most  important ;  and  as 
Capt.  Ross  could,  with  the  greatest  propriety, ezolaiai  in  the  sup* 
posed  language  of  Alexander  Selkirk*— 

**  t  am  monarch  of  all  I  surrey; 
My  rigkt  there  are  none  ie  dis^UM  *^ 

it  may  be  naturally  supposed,  that  the  last  topic  of  his  speech 
partook  of  the  royal  character;  and  certainly  to  the  men,  who, 
pro  tempore^  might  be  considered  as  the  subjects  of  the  viceroy 
of  Boothia,  the  last  topic  of  his  speech  was  the  most  important* 
as  it  embraced  the  imperative  restriction,  that,  although  an 
abundance  of  provisions  of  all  sorts  were  on  the  beach,  not  a  man 
waste  dare  to  touch  a  single  article,  until  it  was  distributed  to 
him  in  the  regular  manner,  however  keen  his  appetite  or  com- 
manding as  the  voice  of  nature  might  be,  that  it  should  be 
satisfied.  In  return  for  their  obedience  in  this  point,  it  was 
promised  that  they  should  be  put  immediately  on  full  allow- 
ance, and  should  continue  so,  as  long  as  the  stock  of  provisions 
would  sanction  the  advance.  To  the  seamen  these  were,  indeed, 
''joyful  tidings  in  the  desert;*'  and  although  we  have  no  autbo* 
rity  for  stating,  that  an  address  was  voted  by  the  men  to  Capl. 
Ross,  thanking  him  for  his  most  gracious  speech,  and  promising 
to  take  the  subjects  of  it  into  their  immediate  consideration ;  yet, 
with  comparatively  merry  and  lightsome  hearts,  they  entered  the 
house,  and,  whilst  the  Stove  was  fixing  by  the  engineer,  they 
amused  themselves  with  eating  bread  and  sugar,  which  no  schooU 
boy  could  have  eaten  with  gfenter  relish,  and  tis  soon  as  the  stove 
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was  fixed,  and  the  fire  threw  its  enlirenia^  Maze  over  their  chilly 
habitation,  ibeis  with  the  sincerest  thanks  \6  Him,  who  fbd  Elijah 
in  the  desert,  they  prepared  to  make  their  eretiiiigr  meai,  whiefa 
consisted  of  duttiplinnfS  and  pea-^oup,  although,  perhaps^  notoom* 
potinded  exactly  aceording  to  the  recipes  of  Dr*  Kiteh^n^r  ar 
Mrs.  Glassed  after  whibh,  they  turned  into  their  blanfc«tt,  add 
their  rest  was  doubtless  as  sound  as  that  of  those,  who  were  repoain^ 
oh  their  beds  of  down,  and  under  their  canopies  of  cosily  isilks. 

On  the  following  mortiing*,  the  wind  came  round,  blowing  tre* 
tnendously  hard,  oonlitiuing  with  undiminished  violence  «iiiil  the 
19th.  During  the  interval  of  the  5th  to  the  18th,  the  men  were 
employed  in  repairing  the  house,  and  building  a  snow  wall  round 
it}  about  nine  fe^t  tbiek.  In  the  erection  of  this  wall,  however 
considerable  inconvenience  was  felt  from  the  Want  of  water,  as. 
they  could  not  afibrd  to  waste  their  fuel  in  the  melting  of  the 
snow  I  and,  on  the  other  hand,  it  was  found  impraoticable  to  build 
the  wall  in  a  solid  ibaimer  without  water»  which,  being  immedi« 
ately  frozen  on  its  application*  served  the  purpose  of  mortar  in 
the  adhesion  of  the  slabs  of  snow*  and  also  closed  up  iny  inter* 
stices,  which  might  be  ieft,  through  which  the  exterior  atmosphere 
could  penetraile.  In  thiadilemma, they  had  no  other  alternative^ 
than  to  liave  recourse  to  their  own  urine,  for  the  preservation  of 
which,  a  cask  was  kept  in  the  house,  and  with  this  liquid  the  wall 
was  completed. 

The  engineer  was  now  set  to  work  to  build  an  oven  for  baking 
bread)  there  being  an  unple  supply  of  flour  amongst  the  Fury's 
stores,  and  the  stock  of  biscuit,  which  they  brought  from  the  Vic* 
tory  being  nearly  exhausted. 

Preparations  were  now  made  for  the  equipment  of  a  travelling 
party,  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  the  things  away,  which  had 
been  left  at  the  first  station,  about  four  miles  from  Batty  Bay. 
Fourteen  men  were  all,  that  oould  be  spared  from  the  crew,  the 
remainder  being  disabled  by  illness,  partly  arising  from  the 
scurvy,  and  partly  from  the  loss  of  the  use  of  their  limbs  by  the 
intensity  of  the  frost. 

Although  the  men  had  weathered  three  winters,  with  the  ther* 
mometer  sometimes  at  5(P  below  zero^  yet  they  unanimously  de- 
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dared,  that  thej  never  felt  the  cold  so  severely  as  on  this  expedU 
tion  to  Battj  Bay.  The  thermometer,  indeed,  was  only  at 
IC^  below  Teroy  but  the  men  attributed  the  excessive  cold,  which, 
they  felt,  to  the  difference  in  their  clothing,  which  was  any  thing 
but  calculated  to  protect  them  from  the  influence  of  the  frost;  and,  at 
night,  their  housing  was  so  bad,  as  scarcely  to  deserve  the  name 
of  a  covering.  One  night,  whilst  they  were  10  miles  from  Batty 
Bay,  their  tent  was  entirely  blown  away,  and  the  snow-drift  at  the 
time  so  heavy  and  piercing*  as  almost  to  cut  them  in  two.  When 
the  accident  happened,  the  men  were  all  asleep,  rolled  up  in 
their  sacks;  and,  on  suddenly  awakening,  their  feelings  can 
scarcely  be  described,  when  they  found  themselves  nearly  covered 
with  heavy  drifts  of  snow,  and  the  wind  driving  it  against  them» 
with  a  fury  scarcely  to  be  resisted. 

Six  days  were  occupied  in  the  transportation  of  the  things; 
on  the  ]8ih,  they  got  back  to  the  beach,  and  happy  were  they 
to  find  themselves  once  again  in  their  snow  house.  So  compa- 
rative is  the  happiness  of  man,  that  that,  which,  at  one  period, 
is  regarded  with  indifference  and  contempt,  as  being  incapable 
of  administering  in  the  smallest  degree  to  our  personal  comfort, 
is  found,  at  a  future  time,  to  be  possessed  of  some  extraor- 
dinary advantages,  and  from  which  a  positive  degree  of  happi- 
ness is  to  be  derived.  An  individual^  properly  to  appreciate 
the  benefits  of  fortune,  ought  previously  to  have  been  familiar 
with  misfortune :  and  a  man,  who,  sleeping  under  a  tent,  in  the 
74th  degree  of  north  latitude,  suddenly  awakens,  and  finds  it 
blown  away,  with  an  arctic  snow  storm  driving  in  his  face,  feels 
himself  in  a  state  of  comparative  comfort,  when  he  is  housed 
between  four  walls  of  snow,  with  a  cheerful  fire,  throwing  its 
genial  heat  around  him,  and  the  cauldron  bubbling  with  the  fa- 
rinaceous meal. 

He  most  valuable  acquisition  obtained  by  the  crew,  by  the 
transportation  of  the  stores  from  Batty  Bay,  was^  one  of  the 
stoves,  which  had  been  brought  from  the  Victory.  There  were, 
originally,  three  stoves,  one  to  each  boat :  one  of  them  was 
brought  away,  when  they  took  their  departure  from  Batty  Bay  ; 
the  crePf  had  now  brought  another,  and  the  third  was  left  under 
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the  boats,  at  the  place  just  mentioned.  There  was  now  a  stove 
for  the  officers*  room  or  cabin,  as  it  was  called,  and  one  for  the 
berth  of  the  seamen;  and  there  being  no  scarcity  of  funnelling, 
the  engineer  was  set  to  work  so  to  distribute  the  funnels,  that 
the  warm  air  might  be  diffused  through  every  part  of  the  house. 

Notwithstanding,  however,  this  arrangement,  the  men  com- 
plained most  bitterly  of  the  cold,  which  they  had  to  endure — one 
stove  not  being  adequate  to  impart  a  sufficient  heat  for  16  men, 
or  that  they  joould  all  enjoy  the  benefit  of  it  at  the  same  time. 
There  were  only  four  persons  to  the  stove  in  the  officers'  berth  : 
Capt.  Ross,  Commander  Ross,  Mr.  Thom,  and  Mr.  Mo'Diarmid. 
The  eold  was  at  times  so  intense  in  the  seamen's  berth,  that  they 
could  not  rest  in  their  blankets,  but  were  obliged  to  walk  about 
the  whole  of  the  nighty  to  keep  life  within  them.  During  the 
middle  of  the  day,  that  the  cooking  was  carried  on,  (for  nothing 
was  allowed  to  be  cooked  in  the  officers*  house,)  the  temperature 
of  the  sailors'  berth  was  seldom  higher  than  20  or  25  above 
zero,  and  at  night  it  has  been  known  to  be  dO  below  it.  Every 
drop  of  water,  that  was  used,  was  obtained  from  melted  snow, 
which,  however,  could  only  be  gathered  in  calm  weather,  for 
the  men  found  it  impossible  to  withstand  the  severity  of  the 
drift,  when  the  wind  was  even  moderately  strong :  but,  on  those 
days,  and  many  there  were»  that  it  blew  a  gale,  there  was  no 
such  thing,  as  the  sailors  termed  it,  of  projecting  their  noses  out 
of  the  door,  for  fear  of  returning  with  the  major  part  of  it  cut  off. 

To  add  to  their  desolate  condition,  the  sun  was  now  about 
to  leave  them  ;  and  the  dismal  prospect  presented  itself,  of 
three  months  of  utter  darkness,  with  the  exception,  now  and 
then,  of  the  flitting  coruscations  of  the  aurora  borealis,  which 
increased  the  density  of  the  after  darkness. 

The  sun,  though 
Shorn  of  his  glory,  through  the  drear  profouDd, 
^  With  nelanoholy  aspect  and  dull  orb. 

Looks  on  the  day,  while  be  strives  to  piercs 
And  dissipate  the  slow  reluctant  gloom— 
SeesBS  but  a  rayless  globe,  an  autumnal  moon. 
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That  yioldu  opaque,  lti«  purple  zeae  of  eve. 
Lo!  now  be  oonquerSj  now  subdued  awhile. 
Awhile  subduing,  the  departed  mist 
Yields  to  a  brighter  beam. 

One  of  ibe  first  plau8»  that  waa  put  id  operation,  was,  tha 
fiitiiig  upoC  somo  bed-plaees  for  the  erew,of  which  eight  were 
lo  be  made,  foar  on  each  side  of  the  boiise^  and  each  suffiicieiitly 
capacioua  io  hold  two  persona  v  whea  these  were  finiahed» 
the  earpeater  was  emplo^^ed  in  cotkstrncting  som^  eoi  frames, 
wbiUl  the  oi^w  busied  themselves  iathe  noaking  of  some  HMts 
or  quilts  to  cover  them,  one  fbr  each  bedf«placa;  and  they  now 
enjoyed  the  eomparatiie  comfort  of  a  wooden  bedstead,  to  one 
of  frozen  snow. 

The  last  tioie^  that  the  sun  was  visible*  was  on  the  14th  No- 
vember, on  which  day  the  thermomeier  stood  at  B2,^  below  aero, 
or  64P  below  the  fireeaing  point  of  Fahrenheit* 

By  the  1st  of  December,  the  bouse  began  to  assume  the  ap« 
pearance  of  a  regular  e8tablishaient:-*^thebed^pls«es  were  eoos* 
pleted  ;  the  oven»  which  the  engineer  had  made  of  the  oopper 
belonging  to  the  Fury,  and  oonstraetad  on  Slolar'a  prineiple, 
was  put  up;  a  mess  table  was  run  along  the  middi*  part  of  the 
house ;  four  bed -places  were  made  for  the  officers,  and  a  table 
in  the  middle  part,  so  that  from  the  offioer's  mess  berth,  each  door 
opened  to  tbeir  respective  cabin.  The  stovoi  was  placed  at 
the  front  of  the  table,  the  funnelling  was  carried  under  it,  and 
thence  to  the  oulakle  of  the  house.  Two  out-»housee  were  built 
oo  the  outside  of  the  bouse :  one  for  the  reception  of  lumber ;  and 
the  other  as  a  snow-house,  which  was  regularly  filled  with  snow, 
whenever  the  weather  would  permit. 

The  general  state  of  the  health  of  the  crew,  was,  at  this  time, 
by  no  means  of  a  favorable  nature.  John  Wood;  Anthony 
Buck,  the  blind  man,  and  Thomas,  were  very  ill  of  the  scurvy ; 
Henry  Ayre,  the  cook,  afiected  with  the  rheumatism ;  Barney 
Lachey,  with  the  loss  of  the  tops  of  two  of  his  fingers,  having 
been  frost-bitten  at  Batty  Bay;  ard  the  last  on  the  list,  was 
poor  George  Taylor,  who  was  again  frost-bitten  in  travelling 
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from  Batty  Bay  to  Fury  Beach»  out  who.  neTertheless,  contrived 
to  hobl/Ie  along  on  his  stump,  receiving  from  his  comrades, 
every  assistance,  which  it  was  in  their  power  to  bestow. 

It  is  with  great  reluctance,  that  we  enter  upon  the  relation 
of  some  particulars  respecting  Taylor,  which,  we  sincerely  hope, 
fir  the  sake  of  humanity,  and  the  personal  character  of  Capt. 
Ross,  are  not  founded  on  truth.     Our  authority  is  in  existence, 
and  we  give  the  statement  upon  the  credit  of  his  veracity,  and 
the  great  improbability  of  a  charge  of  so  serious  a  nature,  being 
the  result  of  invention,  dictated  by  malice  or  ill-will.     We  are 
perfectly  aware  of  4\\e  strong  prejudice,  which  existed  In  the 
minds  of  the  majority  of  the  crew  against  their  commander, 
and   that   they   were,  consequently,  disposed   to    attach  to  his 
actions  the  most  sinister  motives,  and  to  view  his  general  con- 
duct through  the   distorted   medium  of  an  inveterate  dislike. 
But  severe  as  we  may  be  represented  to  have  been,  in  our  stric- 
tures on  certain  parts  of  the  private  and   professional  character 
of  Capt.  Ross,  as  far  as  relates  to  his  conduct  during  his  last 
voyage,  we  have  still,  very  frequently,  only  given  the  outline 
of  the  transaction,  refraining   in  the  spirit  of  mercy  and  com- 
passion, from  filling  it  Up  with  those  dark  shades,  which  were 
ready  at  our  hand,  and  which  were  presented  to  us  by  the  indi- 
viduals themselves  who  were  the  victims,  and  who  could  not 
be  actuated,  by  any  motive  of  interest,  to  exaggerate  the  cir- 
cumstances, nor  to  impose  upon  us  with  their  fabrications.   With 
the  knowledge,  however,  of  the  propensity,  which  appears  to 
be  inherent  in  the  human  character,  of  attaching  a  degree  of  cri- 
minality to  the  actions  of  another,  in  proportion  to  the  prejudice, 
which  has  been  imbibed  against  him,  we  should  have  felt  disposed 
to  have  looked  upon  some  parts  of  our  information,  with  an  eye 
of  suspicion,  had  they  reached  us  upon  the  authority  of  a  single 
individual ;  but  when  the  same 'information  comes  to  us,  corro- 
borated by  the  authority  of  others,  we  cannot  refuse  our  belief 
to  it,  nor  consent  to  its  omission,  from  a  false  sense  of  delicacy 
towards  the  feelings  of  th^tindividual,  by  whom  the  act  was 
perpetrated,  and  who   ouglH  to  be  branded  with  everlastin>)[- 
infamy,  if  the  crime  can  be  brought  home  to  him.     We  have; 
28  4p 
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in  our  prog^ress  through  this  work,  examined  the  conduct  of 
Capt.  Ross,  abstractedly,  as  the  Commander  of  the  Victory,  and, 
as  an  individual,  who  had  taken  upon  himself  the  arduous  task 
of  the  discovery  of  the  North  West  Passage;  we  have  never 
trespassed  beyond  those  two  relations,  nor  ventured  upon  a  dis- 
quisition of  any  part  of  his  previous  conduct,  which  had  not  an 
immediate  reference  to  the  subject  under  our  immediate  discus- 
sion. That  be  was  able,  in  the  mere  character  of  a  mariner,  to 
take  upon  himself  the  command  of  the  expedition,  we  should 
stultify  ourselves,  were  we  to  deny  it ;  but  that  there  were  cer- 
tain *raits  in  his  character,  which  wholly  ninfitted  him  for  so 
important  and  responsible  an  office,  is  a  fact,  which  was  proved 
in  every  stage  of  the  expedition,  and  which,  even  if  the  appear* 
ances  had  been  favorable,  would  have  gone  a  great  way  to  frus- 
trate the  object,  which  it  was  his  endeavour  to  attain.  The 
circumstance,  however,  which  we  are  now  going  to  relate,  has 
no  reference  to  his  professional  character,  it  concerns  him  as  a 
man ;  and  for  the  sake  of  the  character  of  the  species,  to  which 
he  belongs,  for  the  sake  of  his  own  character,  as  holding  a  high 
rank  in  his  majesty^s  navy,  and  in  respect  for  the  station,  which 
he  holds  m  society,  we  sincerely  hope,  that  he  will  be  able  to 
refute  the  charge,  which  hia  crew  have  brought  against  him, 
and,  we  are  certain,  that  he  ought  to  be  grateful  to  us  for  the 
opportunity,  which  we  now  afford  him,  of  washing  off  a  daiic 
and  damning  spot  from  his  character,  which,  at  present,  clings 
to  it,  like  blood  on  the  hands  of  the  murderer. 

The  circumstances,  under  which  George  Taylor  had  his  foot 
so  frost-bitten,  as  to  render  amputation  necessary,  has  been 
already  related,  and  the  burden,  which  he  became,  in  conse- 
quence, upon  the  labor  of  the  crew,  after  the  Victory  had  been 
abandoned.  On  the  journey  from  Fury  Beach  to  Batty  Bay, 
poor  Taylor  was  in  one  of  the  boats,  what  the  lumber  of  Capt. 
Ross  was  in  the  second,  and  Capt.  Ross  himself  in  the  third, 
-—It  dead  weight  upon  the  efficient  part  of  the  crew.  When 
it  was  found  necessary  to  abandon  the  boats,  and  to  make  tha 
best  of  their  way  back  to  Fury  Beach  on  foot,  the  case  of  Taylor 
became  one  of  serious  consideration.     The  distance  from  Batty 
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Bay  to  Fury  Beach  was  about  31  miles ;  but  the  circuitous  route, 
which  they  had  to  take,  increased  the  distance  to  about  40. 
The  sledges  were  made  for  the  transportation  of  some  of  the 
immediate  requisites,  but  not  of  sufficient  strength  to  bear  the 
weight  of  a  man/ in  addition  to  the  necessary  oargo.     Under 
these  circumstances,  the  conveyance  of  Taylor,  by  means  of  the 
sledges,  was  considered  as  next  to  TOipracticable ;  and,  there- 
fore, the  question  was  raised,  whether  it  were  possible  for  him 
to  hobble  on  his  stump,  and,  if  that  could  not  be  accomplished, 
in  what  manner  was  her  to  be  got  to  Fury  Beach  ?     The  whole  of 
the  crew  proffered  their  aid  towards  rendering  the  conveyance 
of  him  as  easy  as  possible ;  but  a  very  different  plan  was  sug- 
gested by  Capt.  Ross,  and  that  was,  to  leave  the  poor  fellow 
behind  them  /  /  /    If  this  horrid  suggestion  be  founded  in  truth, 
Capt.  Ross  must,  at  the  time,  have  been  under  the  dominion  of 
some  fiend  of  hell,  for  from  no  other  source  could  such  an  infernal 
idea  have  been  poured  into  his  mind.     The  blood  chills  along 
our  veins,  when  we  contemplate  the  dreadful  sufferings,  which  a 
human  being  must  undergo  in  such  a   situation,  before  death 
would  kindly  interpose  to  put  an  end  to  his  agony.     An  act  like 
this  might  have  been  contemplated  by  a  Nero  oraDomitian;  but 
that  a  christian,  in  the  I9th  century,  should  have  exhibited  such 
an  instance  of  deliberate  cruelty,  staggers  our  belief,  and  im- 
poses upon  us  the  task,  which  we  willingly  undertake,  of  giving 
Capt.  Ross  an  opportunity  of  contradicting  it.     The  words  of 
our  informant,  are  as  follows,  "  It  was  at  leaving  the  boats  fat 
Batty  Bay  J,  where  Capt.  Ross  wanted  to  leave  George  Taylor 
dehind;  the  man  who  had  lost  half  his  foot  J"    Discrediting  this 
statement  altogether,  we  made  application  to  another  indivi- 
dual, who  was  on  the  expedition,  and  from  him  we  received  a 
verbal  confirmation  of  it.    There  are  few  acts,  which  will  bear 
a  parallel  with  it,  in  the  whole  range  of  the  crimes,  which,  from 
the  murder  of  Abel,  have  stamped  the  human  race  with  igno- 
miny.    Instances,  indeed,  are   on  record,  of  brutish  captains 
leaving  their  men  on  uninhabited  islands,  and  the  vengeance  oi 
offended  humanity  has  in  time  overtaken  them;  but  steeled  ir 
hundred  fold  cruelty  must  be  that  individual,  who.  because 
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worthy  man  had  been  maimed  in  his  service,  and  had  become 
a  burthen  upon  the  personal  labor  of  his  messmates,  was  to  be 
doomed  to  suffer  one  of  the  most  horrid  deaths,  which  the  human 
imagination  in  its  utmost  stretch  could  devise.  But  that  Capt. 
Ross  was  this  man,  ^e  cannot,  under  any  circumstances,  bring* 
ourselves  to  believe — that  he  could  for  a  moment  entertain  even 
the  thought  of  abandomng  a  helpless  cripple  in  a  desolate 
country,  where  not  the  slightest  prospect  presented  itself  of  an 
escape,  is  so  revolting  to  every  idea,  which  we  have  formed  in 
our  minds  of  a  human  being,  who,  the  'same  moment,  was  per- 
haps raising  his  hands  to  heaven  in  prayer,  for  his  deliverance 
from  the  troubles,  by  which  he  iVas  assailed,  and  who  was  in* 
voking  that  God,  who>  according  to  his  own  words,  had  guided 
and  directed  all  his  steps,  and  who  had  provided  effectual  means 
his  preservation ;  we  repeat  it,  that  a  man,  who  could  accom- 
plish such  a  diabolical  act,  as  the  one  we  have  been  describiog-, 
must  be  stricken  to  the  earth  with  shame  and  confusion,  when 
he  looks  to  that  God,^without  whose  knowledge  not  a  sparrow 
falleth  to  the  ground.. 

We  shall  pass  over  this  subject  without  any  fiirther  comment ; 
our  motive  in  the  dicussing  of  it  has  not  been  to  impute  the 
commission  of  so  barbarous  an  act  to  Capt.  Ross,  but  to  give 
him  an  opportunity  of  purifying  his  character  from  a  stigma, 
which  will  otherwise  cling  to  his  name  for  ever,  and  purge  it 
from  that  odium,  with  which  it  is  at  present  mentioned,  in  those 
quarters  where  his  actions,  during  the  whole  of  the  expedition, 
have  been  so  freely  canvassed. 

The  chief  employment  of  the  men,  during  the  whole  of  the  win- 
ter, was  patching,  mending,  and  covering  their  wearing  apparel 
with  canvass,  fur,  in  regard  to  clothing,  their  prospect  was  of  the 
most  discouraging  kind.  The  indigenous  animals  were  but 
few,  from  which  they  could  obtain  any  skins,  as  the  foxes 
seemed  to  possess  the  sovereignty  of  the  country,  with  now  and 
then  a  wolf  or  a  bear  as  an  occasional  visitor.  The  stock  of 
skins  and  clothing,  which  Capt.  Ross  had  been  nearly  three 
years  in  collecting,  and  which  were  at  one  time  sufficient  to 
equip  the  crew  of  a  man  of  war  of  74  guns,  were  all  left  in  their 
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flour-tubs  in  the  hold  of  the  Victory :  and  therefore,  as  the 
country,  unlike  that  in  the  vicinity  of  Victory  Harbour,  fur- 
nished few  or  no  animals,  from  which  a  supply  of  skins  could 
be  obtained  for  the  manu&cture  of  clothing,  the  crew  were 
under  the  necessity  of  patching  up  their  clothes  in  the  strongest 
manner  possible,  as  not  one  of  them  had  a  single  dress  but  what 
he  had  in  wear,  and  the  uncertainty  before  them,  of  how  long 
the  time  would  be  before  they  could  equip  themselves  afresh. 
On  this  subject  we  shall  have  some  curious  information  to  give, 
when  we  come  to  describe  the  manner,  in  which  CSapt«  Ross 
distributed,  the  money,  which  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  ad- 
vanced for  the  payment  of  the  wages  of  the  men. 

When  the  Fury  was  abandoned,  she  had  on  board  a  consi- 
derable quantity  of  canvass,  interwoven  with-  worsted,  which 
was  intended  for  her  housing  in  the  winter.  At  the  time  when 
the  provisions,  stores,  ftc.  of  the  Fury  were  put  on  the  beach,  in 
1825,  the  canvass  was  spread  upon  it,  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
taining the  coals;  and  during  the  time  that  the  crew  of  the 
Victory  wintered  there,  every  one  of  them  w%fi  anxious  to  obtain 
some  of  this  canvass,  which,  with  the  exception  of  the  provi- 
sions, was,  in  the  opinion  of  the  sailors,  the  best  friend  they 
had  met  with  in  that  part  of  the  country. 

The  principal  use,  to  which  the  sailors  applied  the  canvass, 
was,  first  to  draw  out  the  worsted  threads,  then  tying  them  to- 
gether with  a  weaver^s  knot,  and  having  obtained  a  sufficient 
quantity,  they  proceeded  to  make  a  needle,  of  the  workmanship 
of  which  the  needle-makers  of  Whitechapal  could  not  possibly 
be  jealous,  and  then  with  the  worsted  they  made  some  gloves 
and  mittens.  Commander  Ross  had  four  needles  made,  where- 
with he  employed  himself  in  footing  and  darning  his  own 
stockings,  as  well  as  making  for  himself  some  muffetees. 
Owing,  however,  to  the  indisposition  of  Thomas,  the  carpenter, 
considerable  difficulty  was  experienced  in  removing  the  things, 
for  the  purpose  of  getting  at  the  canvass;  and  Shreeve,  who 
was  the  carpenter* s  mate,  was  too  busily  employed  in  the  fitting 
up  of  the  interior  of  the  house,  to  render  them  any  assistance. 
The  chief  employment  of  the  carpenter  at  this  time,  was,  the 
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flooring  of  the  house ;  the  seamen's  berth  being  floored  with 
the  staves  of  the  empty  casks,  which  were  very  plentiful  on  the 
beach,  anc^  the  officers'  berth,  with  plauks. 

An  attempt  was  at  this  time  made  by  the  steward,  to  make  a 
pack  of  cards  from  the  tin  of  the  canisters,  from  which  the  pre* 
served mea^s  had  been  taken,  but  they  were  found  to  scratch  too 
much  ;  which  put  his  ingenuity  to  the  test^to  discover  some  other 
method  of  accomplishing  his  task.  He  therefore  took  one  of 
the  pickaxes,  and  dug  out  of  the  ice  and  snow,  two  boxes  of 
candles,  fpr  the  mere  purpose  of  obtaining  the  paper,  in  which 
they  were,  wrapped,  which  being  cut  into  pieces  of  the  shape 
of  cards,  were  pasted  together  until  they  attained  the  necessary 
thickness.  The,, engineer  then  made  four  moulds,  representing 
Clubs,  Spades,  Diamonds,  and  Hearts.  Thej  were,  however, 
all  of.  one  colour,  namely  black  ;  but,  nevertheless,  the  sailors 
contrived  to .  beguile  away  many  a  wearisome  hour  at  cribbage 
or  put*  Thomas,  the  carpenter,  made  a  board  and  a  set  of 
chess  men  for  the  use  of  the  cabin ;  but  Capt.  Ross  having  been 
himself  so  often  checked  in  reality,  during  the  voyage,  soon  grew 
tired  of  being  checked  in  sport :  and  the  kings  and  queens  and 
bishops  of  Fury  Beach  met  with  a  fate,  which,  if  it  could  be 
visited  upon  some  of  the  kings,  queens,  and  bishops  of  certain 
other  countries,  it  would  be  conferring  an  inestimable  blessing 
upon  those,  who  have  to  contribute  the  greater  portion  of  their 
hard-earned  ws^ges  for  the  support  of  the  useless  pomp,  the  ex- 
travagance, and  the  vices  of  royalty  and  episcopacy. 

During  the  winter,  a  considerable  number  of  foxes  were 
killed ;  indeed  there  were  not  four  Sundays  throughout  the 
winter,  that  the  ojQicers  bad  not  a  roasted  fox  on  their  table  for 
dinner.  Op  Christmas-day,  there  were  four  foxes  baked  in  the 
oven,  for  the  dinner  of  the  officers  and  men.  But,  instead  of 
Booth's  cordial,  or  Barclay's  entire,  they  were  obliged  to  be 
satisfied  with  lime  juice ;  this  however  refers  only  to  the  sea- 
men's berth,  for  the  snow  not  being  of  a  transparent  nature,  the 
seamen  could  not  discern  the  proceedings,  that  were  going  on 
in  the  officers'  berth ;  but,  from  certain  effluvia,  that  by  some 
means  penetrated  through* the  porosity  of  the  snow,  a  conjecture 
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was  formed,  that  iime  juice  was  not  the  only  beverage,  with 
which  the  officers  regaled  themselves.  With  some  difficulty 
a  plum-pudding  was  concocted ;  but  the  plums  were  in  very 
bad  condition,  it  taking  all  the  crew  a  whole  day,  to  pick 
out  a  sufficiency  to  make  two  puddings,  one  boiled,  the  other 
baked. 

The  new  year  1833  came  in  with  strong  northerly  gales,  and 
heavy  drift,  which  confined  the  men  to  the  house,  and  protracted 
the  recovery  of  the  sick.  The  duty  imposed  upon  the  men  was 
very  trifling ;  they  were  obliged  to  take  exercise  whenever  the 
weather  would  permit  them,  and  their  principal  labor  consisted 
in  carrying  snow  to  the  house,  fitted  up  as  its  receptacle. 

On  the  2d  of  February,  they  experienced  the  indescribable 
•atisfiiction  of  again  beholding  the  sun,  which,  like  a  coy  and 
modest  virgin,  just  showed  them  a  glimpse  of  its  beauty,  and 
then  retired.  The  period  of  the  absence  of  the  sun  was  eighty 
days;  and  the  feelings  of  the  men,  when  they  first  caught  a  view 
of  its  upper  limb,  can  only  be  compared  to  those  of  the  Peru- 
vians, who  fall  down  and  worship  it  as  their  God ;  it  was  to  them 
the  harbinger  of  brighter  days,  and  the  light,  pei*haps;  that 
was  to  guide  them  on  their  perilous  journey  to  their  native 
country. 

On  the  7th  of  February,  to  the  astonishment  of  the  whole 
crew,  two  rein-deer  made  their  appearance,  at  some  distance 
from  the  beach.  Such  a  circumstance  was  never  known  to  occur 
before  the  latter  end  of  March,  or  the  beginning  of  April ;  but  to 
be  convinced  that  they  were  actually  rein-deer.  Commander  Ross 
and  Abernethy  went  after  them;  the  duration  of  the  daylight 
was  however  so  very  short,  that  they  were  soon  obliged  to  give 
up  the  ehace,  but  not  till  they  had  ascertained  the  point,  by  the 
marks  of  their  feet  in  the  snow,  that  the  animals,  which '  they 
had  seen,  were  in  reality  rein-deer. 

On  the  8th  of  February,  Chimham  Thomas,  the  carpenter, 
departed  this  life,  to  the  particular  regret  of  Capt.  Ross,  to 
whom  his  services,  in  the  way  of  his  trade,  were  ihvaluable.  He, 
however,  left  an  able  substitute  in  Robert  Shreeve,  but  still  the 
loss  of  a  man  at  this  juncture,  was  of  the  most  serious  conse- 
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quence,  and  especially  one  whose  skill,  as  a  ship  carpenter,  was 
universally  acknowledged.  He  appeared,  however,  to  have  died 
without  the  slightest  impression  of  religion  on  his  mind;  and 
although  he  had  a  wife  and  child  in  England,  he  never  men- 
tioned their  name,  nor  even  sent  them  a  dying  request.  The  day 
after  his  death,  he  was  sewed  up  in  his  blanket,  and  put  into 
one  of  the  snow  houses,  but,  before  he  was  remoyed  from  his  bed- 
place,  he  was  as  hard  as  a  rock.  He  remained  in  the  snow  house 
for  nine  days,  before  he  could  be  buried ;  the  weather  being 
so  severe,  that  the  men  could  not  dig  his  grave.  Even  after  a 
labor  of  ten  days,  his  grave  was  not  above  a  foot  deep ;  and  on 
the  I6th  he  was  buried,  the  whole  of  the  crew,  that  were  able« 
following  the  corpse,  Capt.  Ross  leading  the  funeral  procession. 
Whilst  reading  the  burial  service,  he  had  his  spectacles  on,  but 
bis  breath  got  on  the  glasses,  and  becoming  immediately  frozen, 
prevented  him  from  reading  the  remainder.  He,  however, 
managed,  after  making  a  few  blunders,  to  finish  the  service,  and 
the  corpse  was  covered  over  with  the  gravel  of  the  beach.  A 
monument  was  built  on  the  top  of  his  grave,  with  a  piece  of 
wood  in  the  middle,  and  a  small  plate  of  copper  nailed  to  it, 
with  his  name,  age,  and  trade,  engraved  upon  it,  according  to 
the  best  manner  of  the  engineer.  No  epitaph  was  attached  to 
it,  as  that  particular  art  of  lying  had  not  at  that  time  been  in* 
troduced  into  the  country,  where  Fury  Beach  was  situated. 

The  crew  were  now  reduced  to  twenty,  and  they  were  in 
daily  expectation  of  losing  Buck  and  Wood,  whose  constitutioaa 
were  unable  to  endure  the  continual  fatigue  and  hardships,  to 
which  they  bad  lately  been  exposed,  and  which  had  been  mote 
trying  and  severe,  than  had  ever  been  experienced  at  any  pre« 
vious  part  of  the  voyage. 

During  the  time,  that  the  sun  was  above  the  horizon,  which, 
during  the  month  of  February,  was  not  above  an  hour,  the 
crew  were  obliged  to  take  their  regular  exercise  whenever 
the  weather  would  permit:  but  when  adverse,  they  amused 
themselves  in  various  romping  games  inside  the  house,  by  which 
they  managed  to  keep  their  blood  in  active  circulation,  at  the 
same  time  that  it  tended  to  check  the  growth  of  the  scurvy. 
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which  bad  nbowii  it«elf  in  teVdral  casctt,  in  rather  an  alarming 
degree,  and  which,  in  fcct,  had  proved  th6  death  of  Chimham 
Thomas. 

As  the  day-light  increased,  the  oflkers  and  some  of  the  cre^ 
went  on  a  shooting  expedition,  and,  on  one  occasion,  they  shot 
two  bears,  and  saw  a  wolf,  at  which  they  fired,  and  severely 
wounded  him,  but  he  contrived  to  make  his  escape.  Coni- 
mander  Ross  followed  him,  by  the  track  of  his  blood,  a  consi- 
derable distance,  but  the  day.light  closed  upon  him,  And  he 
was  obliged  to  relinquish  the  purstiit.  It  was  on  one  of  those 
occasions,  that  the  crew  were  threatened  with  one  of  the  greatest 
calamities,  which,  under  their  present  circumstances,  could  pos- 
sibly have  befkllen  them,  and  which  would  inevitably  have 
plunged  the  whole  of  them  itlto  a  state  of  the  deepest  despair 
and  disdonsolation.  The  calamity  was  no  other  than  the  death 
of  Capt.  Ross  himself,  which  was  likely  to  have  ensued  from 
the  rather  too  ofrcible  embraces  of  a  bear,  which  had  been  at-' 
tracfed  to  the  place  where  he  Was  reposing,  by  some  particular 
6dour  grateful  to  his  olfactory  sense. 

The  weather  being  propitious.  Commander  Ross,  with  a 
chosen  party,  set  out  on  a  hunting  expedition,  one  aim  of  which, 
tVas,  to  obtain  possession  of  the  body  of  the  wolf,  which  had  been 
so  setiously  Wounded  on  a  former  day,  and  which  it  was  not 
thought  possible  that  he  could  survive  the  wound.  During  their 
absence  Capt.  Ross,  for  the  purpose  of  communing  with  him- 
self on  the  difficulties  of  his  present  situation,  and  at  the  same 
time  luxuriating  in  imagination  on  the  honors  that  would  be 
paid  to  him,  should  he  succeed  in  reaching  the  shores  of  Eng- 
land, determined  to  compose  himself  on  his  bed  of  skins,  whilst 
bis  head  reposed  in  soothing  softness  on  his  downy  pillows. 

We  believe  that  Capt.  Ross  may,  at  one  period  of  his  life, 
have  read  Tristram  Shandy,  in  which  it  is  stated.  Upon  the 
authority  of  Mr.  Shandy  himself,  that  man  cogitates  upon  some 
subjects,  better  in  a  horizontal  position  than  in  any  other  ;  and 
therefore  as  it  may  be  rationally  concluded,  that  Capt.  Ross  had, 
at  this  particular  period  much  to  cogitate  upon,  there  cannot 
DO  the  slightest  blame  attached  to  him,  if  he  placed  himself 

28.  4q 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


666  LAST  VOYAGE  OF  CAPt.  R088. 

in  that  position,  in  which  the  cogitating  powera  are  most  sac* 
cessfully  and  efficaciously  called  into  action.  Silence  is  one  of 
the  great  nurses  of  thought,  and  for  a  time  the  hum  of  busy 
man  had  ceased  around  him :  and  if  he  could  haye  found  any 
plejBLSure  in  the  thought,  he  might  have  fancied  himself  another 
Alexander  Selkirk — or  the  last  man  of  creation — or  eyen  the 
wandering  Jew,  on  whom  the  eternal  curse  had  been  pronounced, 
that  he  should  ^*  walk  on''  for  ever ;  and  that,  by  some  mis- 
chance or  act  of  ignorance,,  he  had  extended  his  walk  as  far  as 
Fury  Beach,  although  he  perhaps  could  not  there  find  any 
human  happiness  to  blight  with  his  pestiferous  breath.  Not 
more  intensely  was  Newton  absorbed  in  thought,  when  the 
apple  fell,  and  the  power  of  gravitation  stood  revealed  to  him, 
than  was  Capt.  Ross,  in  his  recumbent  posture,  pondering, 
perhaps,  on  the  treasures,  which  he  had  left  behind  him,  in  the 
vicinity  of  Victory  Harbour,  or  on  the  exact  degree  of  longitude, 
in  which  he  was  to  inform  the  Royal  Society  of  London,  that 
he  had  discovered  the  position  of  the  magnetic  pole:  when  lol 
—an  unearthly  sound  struck  upon  his  startled  ears,  which  to  bis 
senses  appeared  as  if  it  came  from  some  object  above  him : 
but  whether  it  was  a  benignant  spirit  of  heaven^  that  had 
alighted  from  a  sun -beam,  to  whisper  strength  and  consolation 
to  him  in  the  darkness  of  his  desolation ;  or  whether  it  was  the 
dread  spirit  of  futurity,  that  had  come  with  the  book  of  fate,  to 
exhibit  to  him  the  page,  on  which  Fame  had  inscribed  his  name 
in  indelible  characters,  as  one  of  the  great  ones  of  the  earth, 
on  whom  immortality  was  to  be  bestowed — are  momentous* 
questions,  which  no  one  will  be  disposed  to  impute  stupidity  to 
Capt.  Ross,  on  account  of  his  incapability  to  solve  them.  The 
noise,  however,  increased,  and  the  sound  of  footsteps  was  dis* 
tinctly  heard,  slow,  stately,  and  solemn,  and  with  a  heaviness, 
as  if  some  dreadful  incubus  were  prowling  on  the  roof,  with  a 
determination  to  work  a  passage  through  it,  by  the  mere 
pressure  of  his  ponderous  frame.  With  knitted  brow  and 
agitated  frame — with  hair  erect  as  that  of  the  crooked-back 
tyiant,  when  awakening  suddenly  from  his  sleep,  in  which  he 
bad  seen  the  ghosts  of  the  murdered  stalk  before  him«*so  did 
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Capt.  Ross  raise  himself  from  his  couch^  in  dread  expectation 
of  the  horrid  apparition^  that  was  in  a  short  time  to  burst  upon 
his  alarmed  vision.  Summoning'  all  the  fortitude  inherent  in  his 
nature^  in  a  deep  and  sepulchral  Toice^  he  demanded  to  know 
the  name,  condition,  and  more  than  all,  the  intent  of  the  base 
disturber  of  his  refreshing  slumber.  Again  he  called — again 
and  again — but  no  satisfaotorj  answer  met  his  ears.  Strongly 
was  now  the  conTiction  impressed  upon  his  mind,  that  the  vi- 
sitant above  him,  could  not  be  of  human  shape-^but  what  other 
shape  to  give  it,  celestial  or  infernal,  maritime  or  terrestrial, 
biped  or  quadruped  or  multipede,  set  all  his  reasoning  powers 
at  defiance. 

Suspense  to  some  minds  is  a  species  of  insufferable  torture : 
for  to  them  'tis  better  to  know  the  worst,  than  to  live  under 
the  dominion  of  an  alarmed  imagination,  which  converts  the 
flitting  shadow  into  substantiality,  and  in  the  sullen  moan  of 
the  wind,  hears  the  groans  of  the  dying.  Impelled  by  the  spirit 
of  desperation,  Capt.  Ross  sprang  from  his  couch,  and  standing 
erect  in  the  noble  attitude  of  defiance,  raising  his  eyes  to  the 
roof,  he  exclaimed, 

What  dost  thoQ  there,  thou  miJnigbt  hag  above^ 
Thus  to  break  in  upon  my  peaceful  rest. 

No  answer  was  returned  to  the  solemn  invocation ;  whilst,  on 
the  other  hand,  the  mysterious  visitant  continued  to  step 
heavily  along  the  roof;  and  once  a  sound  came  upon  the  ears  of 
the  astonished  tenant  of  the  house,  as  if  it  were  the  snufling 
from  the  nostrils  of  some  tremendous  animal,  who  might  per* 
adventure  have  scented  the  contents  of  bis  provision  bag.  Resolved 
not  to  be  kept  in  the  agony  of  suspense  any  longer,  Capt.  Ross 
roared  out, — •'  Avast  1  you  there  above,  by  G — d,  but  you  will  be 
through  the  roof." — ^Even  this  short  intelligible  application 
was  unattended  to;  when,  prompted  by  '*  the  sweet  little 
cherub,  who  sits  up  aloft,  to  take  care  of  the  life  oifoor  Jack^ 
Capt.  Ross  applied  his  eye  to  a  kind  of  loop-hole  in  the  wall, 
which  was  made  for  the  admission  of  light — when,  horrible  to 
relate*  the   dread  reality  burst  upon  him,  in  the    shape  of  an 
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enormous  bear,  who  had  selected  him  as  the  victim  to  be 
hugged  to  death,  withia  his  shaggy  paws.  Deliberation  were 
now  tantamount  to  a  certain  deaths  md  not  one  bj  any  means, 
which  an  officer  of  his  Britannic  Mi^aty's  navy  much  less  Capt. 
Rosa  would  wifh  to  die.  With  a  nobl^  pieejskence  of  mind,  cha- 
acteristio  of  the  genuine  hero  in  the  hour  of  danger,  Capt.  Ross 
seized  a  loaded  muaket,  which  a  kind  and  providential  destiny  bad 
ju^t  pidced  within  hie  reach,  and  levelling  it  at  the  monster,  lodged 
the  bullet  in  some  part  of  his  ursioine  carcase.  It  was  a  reoeption, 
which  the  animal  had  not  been  accustomed  to  meet  with  in  his 
native  country^  mA  not  wishing  for  a  repetition  of  it«  he  betook 
himself  off,  as  fast  as  his  wound  would  allow  him. 

The  historian  of  the  Life  of  Nelson  dwells  livith  <M)mpatriot 
pride  on  the  battle^  of  the  Nile  and  of  Trafalgar  and  we,  as  the 
historian  of  the  most  memorable  year^  of  th^  life  of  Capt.  Ross, 
are,  on  the  same  principle,  animated  by  the  desire  to  delineate, 
in  the  most  glowing  colours,  those  events  which  may  be  consi- 
dered as  the  greatest  of  bis  ac^iievements,  and  on  which  he 
founds  his  cli^i^  to  the  respect  and  gratitude  of  an  admiring 
posterity. 

Many  days,  however,  had  not  elapsed  before,  perhaps,  this 
very  bruin  paid  the  forfeit  of  his  audacious  attack  on  the  person 
of  Capt.  Ross,  for  not  only  himself,  but  another  of  his  tribe,  fell 
victims  to  the  unerring  shots  of  the  steward  and  Aberaetby. 
One  of  the  bears  was  skinned  and  quartered,  and  bis  flesh  hung 
up  on  a  triangle,  as  a  decoy  for  other  bears ;  the  other  bear  waa 
also  skinned,  whilst  he  was  yet  warm,  and  the  sailors  hit  upoo 
the  stratagem  of  taking  the  carcass  down  to  the  beach,  and  there 
placing  him  on  his  all-fours,  which  was  easily  accomplished,  aa,  in 
half  an  hour,  he  was  as  hard  as  marble.  A  piece  of  iron  hoop 
was  stuck  into  him  for  a  tail,  and  at  a  distance  he  appeared 
exactly  as  when  he  was  alive.  The  carcass  was  not  long  there, 
before  it  was  visited  by  another  of  the  same  species,  who  began 
immediately  to  gratify  his  appetite  with  the  flesh  of  his  fomner 
companion.  In  his  eagerness,  however,  to  gorge  himself  with 
the  abundant  meal,  that  was  bef[>re  him,  he  capsized  the  fr«>aEeB 
mass,  when  a  volley  from  the  sailors,  who  were  lying  in  wait 
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for  bj^xn,  made  him  betake  himtelf  to  tbe  ioe,  but  he  had  not  pro- 
ceeded above  fifty  yards,  when  he  8tag;gered  and  fell.  A  pledge 
was  immediately  got  oul>  and  he  was  brought  to  the  hoiwe. 
This  was  tbe  third  bear,  whieh  bud  been  killed  in  two  days,  tlieir 
skins  proving  highly  aeoeptable,  as  artieles  of  clothing  and  bed- 
ding.  In  tbe  gall  of  the  lattsr  bear,  a  substanoe  was  found  as 
hard  as  a  stone ;  he  had  also  been  in  oonflict  with  another  bear, 
as  he  was  very  severely  wounded  in  the  thigh. 

Early  in  the  month  of  March,  they  saw  the  first  dovekey, 
whioh  was  shot.  It  was  swimming  about  in  a  little  pool  of 
water  left  by  the  tide,  and  was  considembly  whiter  than  they 
are  generally  found  to  be.  This  was,  however,  attributed  to  itb 
age,  it  being  evidently  a  very  old  bird.  These  birds  generally 
make  their  appearance  about  the  beginning  of  May,  and  some- 
times they  are  as  late  as  the  beginning  of  June;  it  was,  there 
fore,  considered  to  be  a  very  rare  thing  to  see  one  as  early  a^ 
the  month  of  March,  and  the  sailors  thence  drew  the  favorable 
omen,  that  the  approaching  fieason  would  be  comparatively 
mild  and  temperate.  Two  or  three  hares  were  shot  about  the 
same  time,  but  they  were  kept  fjr  the  use  of  the  sick,  and 
issued  to  them  in  small  proportions,  for  the  purpose  of  making 
a  mess. 

'  The  allowance  of  provisions,  that  the  men  had  on  Fury 
Beach,  vras  nothing  more  than  preserved  tneats  and  lime  juice, 
vrhich,  as  an  antiscorbutic,  was  certainly  highly  beneficial,  but, 
as  a  general  beverage,  was  rather  of  a  weakening  nature. 
Amongst  the  preserved  meats,  there  was  a  considerable  quantity 
of  veal,  which  was  the  only  meat,  that  the  crew  did  not  like. 
Of  this  meat,  every  man  was  allowed  a  pound  for  his  week's 
consumption,  but  belbre  it  was  distributed,  the  jelly  and  the  fat, 
that  were  on  the  canisters,  were  taken  off  for  the  use  of  the  sick : 
half  a  pound  was  distributed  on  Thursday,  and  half-a  pound  on 
Sunday,  but  it  was  literally  aa  dry  as  a  horn,  and  not  a  morsel 
of  salt  wherewith  to  season  it.  The  officers  had  their  choice 
of  the  different  meats,  as  well  as  meat  every  morning  on  the 
breakfast  table.  About  16  lbs.  of  tea  were  brought  from  the 
ship,  for  the  use.  of  the  sick,  but  the  officers   used   it  every 
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night  in  the  cabin  for  tea,  the  crew  regaling  themselves  with 
coffee  made  of  peas. 

In  the  beginning  of  April,  preparations  were  made  for  tra- 
velling :  the  first  thing  being  done  was,  to  get  some  of  the  bread 
casks  up  to  the  house,  for  the  purpose  of  {wcking  the  bread,  for, 
unfortunately^  there  was  a  great  quantity  of  bad  bread  amongst 
the  Fury's  stores.  Each  cask  was  emptied  on  a  sail,  and  the 
cask  burned  out,  and  the  picked  bread  put  into  it.  Then  al! 
the  provisions  were  collected,  that  were  intended  to  be  carried 
down  to  Batty  Bay : — ^tbey  consisted  of  2500  lbs.  of  bread  in 
casks,  and  60  lbs.  in  a  bag,  1400  lbs.  of  preserved  meats,  520 
lbs.  of  sugar,  190  lbs.  of  cocoa,  50  lbs.  of  pea  coffBO,  4  cwt.  or 
nearly  half  a  ton  of  coals,  20  gallons  of  lime  juice,  independentlr 
of  the  weight  of  all  the  casks  and  other  articles,  all  of  which, 
upon  a  close  calculation,  amounted  to  seven  tons,  which  had 
to  be  dragged  down  to  Batty  Bay,  a  distance  of  32  miles,  ovet 
hummoeks  of  ice,  and  hills  of  snow.  It  was  computed,  that  the 
above  quantity  would  make  fourteen  sledge  loads,  but  there 
were  only  thirteen  working  hands,  sufficient  only  to  man  two 
sledges ;  so  that  it  was  found  practicable  <mly  to  take  two 
sledges  at  a  time,  to  the  distance  of  about  8  miles,  and  then  to 
return  with  the  empty  ones.  On  the  following  day,  a  similar 
trip  was  taken,  it  the  weather  permitted,  thus  making  a  dis> 
tance  of  56  miles,  which  the  men  had  to  travel,  and  yet  they 
could  only  say,  that  they  were  eight  miles  on  their  route. 
The  chief  part  of  the  duty  in  April,  May,  and  the  beginning 
of  June,  was  the  [transportation  of  the  provisions  to  Batt/ 
Bay. 

Considerable  anxiety  was  felt  as  to  the  condition,  in  which 
the  boats  would  be  found  at  Batty  Bay,  as  on  them  they  de- 
pended for  their  deliverance  from  the  inhospitable  regions,  in 
which  they  had  existed  for  the  last  four  years ;  and  therefore  it 
was  thought  advisable  to  send  a  party  forward  to  the  bay,  to 
ascertain  the  condition  of  the  boats,  before  the  whole  of  the 
provisions  were  removed  from  Fury  Beach.  Accordingly,  a 
party  set  out,  and  on  their  arrival  at  Batty  Bay,  they  were 
rejoiced  to  find,  that  the  boats  themselves  had  not  suffered  ma- 
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terially  from  their  exposure  to  the  rigour  of  the  climate,  but 
that  in  regard  to  their  provisions,  they  were  found  to  have  been 
chiefly  consumed  by  the  foxes.  In  fact,  to  all  appearance,  the 
animals  had  selected  the  bDats  as  their  winter  quarter s,  making 
free  with  every  article  wherewith  they  could  satisfy  their  hunger. 
The  pork  and  beef  were  nearly  all  consumed,  and  by  way  of  a 
succedaneum,  they  had  eaten  the  tops  of  the  steward's  sea 
boots,  as  well  as  the  leather  offthethowl  pins,  and  almost  the 
whole  of  the  tarpaulins,  in  fact,  nothing  appeared  to  have  come 
amiss  to  their  rapacious  appetites. 

On  one  occasion,  one  of  these  audacious  animals  actually 
came  into  the  tent,  when  the  men  were  supposed  to  be  asleep, 
and  made  a  snap  at  the  flame  of  the  candle,  by  which  ho  singed 
his  whiskers,  which  induced  him  to  take  his  departuris  to* 
recover  himself  from  the  mistake,  which  he  had  made.  In  a 
short  time  he  again  made  his  appearance,  and  one  of  the  men 
attentively  watched  his  motions*  For  a  short  time  he  took  a 
survey  of  the  different  objects  around  him,  when  on  a  sudden, 
he  pounced  upon  a  south  wester  cap,  belonging  to  the  engineer ; 
and  although  the  person,  who  was  watching  him,  threw  a 
wooden  candlestick  at  him,  with  the  hope  of  arresting  his  pro- 
cess, he  got  clear  off  with  it. 

The  whole  of  the  things  were,  after  great  labor  and  fatigue, 
^ot  down  to  Batty  Bay,  and  placed  alongside  of  the  boats ;  they 
were  then  covered  over  with  the  boats'  sails,  and  the  beach  of 
Batty  Bay  had  now  the  appearance  of  a  second  Fury  Beach. 
Having  now  secured  the  provisions,  as  well  as  possible,  from  the 
depredations  &f  the  foxes,  the  crew  returned  to  Fury  Beach, 
where  they  found  Wood,  Buck,  and  Ayre  extremely  ill,  and 
wholly  unable  to  bear  the  £ettigue  of  travelling,  without  being 
carried.  On  this  account,  and  influenced  by  the  hope,  that  a 
change  might  take  place  in  the  health  of  the  men,  Capt.  Ross 
proposed  that  their  departure  from  Fury  Beach  should  be  deferred 
for  a  few  days,  and,  in  the  interim,  that  a  party  should  be  sent 
to  Garry  Bay,  where  the  ducks  were  known  to  resort  in  great 
numbers,  and  endeavor  to  obtain  a  supply  of  fresh  food  for  the 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


6T2  LA«T  VOYAOR   OF  CAPT     RO«8. 

rrfew.  Accordingly  Commander  Rom,  with  a  party,  set  out, 
and  they  were  absent  about  five  days.  Tl^ey  found  the  birds  to 
be  very  sliy,  bringing;  home  only  20  kin^  and  qneen  ducks ;  on 
thn  other  hand,  however,  the  dovekeys  were  very  numerous, 
which  famished  the  crew  with  some  ^ood  materials  fbr  sea  pies, 
ftc,  and  which  proved  a  relishing  meat,  after  the  diet  to  whioii 
they  had  been  accustomed. 

It  was  on  the  29th  of  June,  that  the  crew  returned  from  Batty 
Bay,  and  during  the  interval  to  their  final  departure,  they  were 
employed  in  junking  up  the  cable,  gathering  all  the  coals, 
repairing  the  house,  and  placing  every  thing  in  such  a  safe 
position,  that  it  might  be  readily  got  at,  in  ci^e  they  should  be 
obliged  to  return,  and  pass  another  vrinter  in  their  comfortless 
dwelling.  They  left  as  much  coal  upon  the  beach  as  would  last 
another  winter ;  there  were  also  90  casks  of  flour,  each  weighing 
504  Ibs^,  and  12  casks  of  885  lbs.;  II  casks  of  sugar,  each 
weighing  dT'l  lbs. ;  a  few  kegs  of  lime  juice,  and  a  large  quan- . 
tity  of  pars&ips,  carrots,  soups,  &c.,  but  there  was  not  a  single 
canister  of  meat  left. 

The  engineer  was  also  busily  employed  in  making  three  new 
stoves  for  the  boats,  on  a  difierent  plan  than  those  of  the  Fury;  with 
the  view  of  economising  the  fuel,  and  decreasing  the  amount  of 
their  weight.  The  stoves  of  the  Fury  weighed,  on  an  average, 
80  lbs.,  whereas  those,  which  the  engineer  now  constructed,  did 
not  weigh  more  than  22  lbs.  The  engineer  also  made  several 
other  things,  which  were  necessary  for  the  boats,  particularly 
cutting  up  some  of  the  Fury's  ice  saws,  fin  the  purpose  of  ironing 
the  bottom  of  the  sledges.  Previously  to  the  departure  from  Fury 
Beach,  the  carpenters  were  employed  in  preparing  three  sledges, 
for  the  conveyance  of  the  sick  men  down  to  fiatty  Bay.  These 
sledges  were  fitted  with  four  uprights,  and  a  canvass  mat  hankd 
out  to  each  corner,  on  which  the  laen  wete  laid,  riding  is  this 
manner,  as  if  they  were  laid  in  a  eo^  the  whole  of  the  way  to 
Batty  Bay. 

The  final  departure  from  Fury  Beach  took  place  on  the  8th  ol 
July,  and  it  was  not  until  the  18th,  that  they  arrived  at  Batiy 
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Bay,  where  a  tent  was  immediately  pitched  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  the  sick  and  the  surgeon,  as  well  as  for  Curtis,  the  cook, 
to  prepare  their  victuals,  and  attend  upon  them. 

The  spring-tides  took  place  on  the  19th,  when  the  ice,  on 
which  they  had  travelled  the  day  before,  was  all  smashed  up, 
and  driven  mountains  high,  whilst  the  main  body  of  the  ice  was 
setting  rapidly  to  the  northward,  which  excited  some  strong 
hope,  that  their  liberation  was  near  at  hand^ 

A  regular  distribution  of  the  provisions,  that  were  at  Batty 
Bay,  was  made  amongst  the  three  boats,  so  that  no  complaint 
couid  be  made,  as  to  a  larger  supply  being  given  to  one  boat 
than  to  another ;  even  the  coals  were  measured  out  by  a  bouilie 
<!anister,  by  which  an  ample  supply  of  fuel  was  given  to  each 
boat.  On  their  passage  from  Fury  Beach  to  Batty  Bay,  they 
fell  in  with  a  colony,  or,  to  use  the  phraseology  of  the  sailors,  a 
rookery  of  kitte wakes,  of  which  they  killed  a  considerable 
number ;  but  the  most  valuable  treasure,  which  they  found, 
was  a  bank  of  very  fine  sorrel,  of  which  they  gathered  a  consi- 
derable quantity,  and  which  proved  a  most  efficacious  restorative 
to  the  health  of  the  sick.  A  visible  improvement  took  place  in 
both  Buck  and  Wood,  the  latter  approaching  fast  to  convales- 
cence, but  the  former  was  so  afflicted  with  fits,  that  his  ultimate 
recovery  was  for  some  time  deemed  hopeless.  In  24  hours  he  had 
thirty-two  fits,  succeeding  each  other  about  every  quarter  of  an 
hour,  two  of  the  crew  being  appointed  constantly  to  watch  over 
liiro.  He  was,  however,  in  a  great  measure,  cured  of  them,  by 
adopting  the  process,  as  soon  as  bis  eyes  began  to  twinkle,  and 
bis  forehead  to  turn  red,  of  applying  a  wet  cloth  to  bis  forehead 
ipvhich  stopped  the  progress  of  the  fit,  and  in  time  he  was  com- 
pletely cured. 

The  ice  in  Batty  Bay  now  began  to  be,  what  the  sailors 
termed  houey-comby,  or,  in  other  words  rotten,  with  a  great 
many  holes  in  it,  and  the  outside  began  to  go  regularly  up  and 
down  with  the  tide  ;  from  which  it  is  evident,  that  with  the 
approaching  spring  tides,  an  endeavor  would  be  made  to  drag 
the  boats,  or  to  track  them  inside  of  the  land  ice  to  the  ex- 
treme point  of  Batty  Bay,  a   distance  of  about  two  miles :  ihis, 
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however,  could  not  be  accomplished  without  a  considerable 
degree  of  trouble,  for  the  first  difficult  part  of  the  task  was,  to 
cut  away  with  the  axes  all  the  ice,  that  obstructed  their  passage, 
as  well  as  some  pieces  of  flat  ice,  that  were  longer  than  the 
boat ;  in  fine,  they  had  to  dig  a  groove  for  the  keel  of  the  boat, 
fts  some  fear  was  entertained,  that  the  boats  would  not  floaty 
The  ice  was  for  some  time  stationary  in  the  bay  ;  but  it  was  the 
intention  of  Capt.  Ross,  after  he  had  got  the  boats  down>  to 
shift  the  tents  down  to  them,  but  this  was  in  a  certain  degree 
found  to  be  impracticable,  on  account  of  the  high  land,  which 
was  almost  perpendicular,  and  the  tide  overflowing  nearly  the 
whole  of  the  beach  to  the  base  of  ths  rising  ground.  As  the 
tents  could  not  be  pitched  on  the  beach,  they  were  moved 
about  half  a  mi4e  lower  down  the  bay,  a  man  keeping  watch 
during  the  whole  of  the  night,  at  his  boat,  until  the  tide  had 
left  her,  and  she  had  grounded. 

There  «re  certain  passions,  which  cling  to  individual  cha- 
racters, and  break  forth  on  every  opportunity,  which  presents 
itself,  no  matter  what  the  circumstances  may  be,  in  which  the 
person  may  be  placed,  or  whether  the  time  and  season  are 
proper,  in  which  a  display  of  them  should  be  exhibited. 
Amongst  those  passions,  the  love  of  fame  is  one  of  the  strongest, 
for  it  appears  to  be  an  inmate  o{  every  breast^  exhibiting 
itself  only  in  a  greater  or  less  degree,  accordingly  as  the  spirit 
of  ambition  is  dominant  in  the  character. 

The  roads  to  fame  are,  however,  as  diversified  and  distinct 
in  their  goodness  and  badness,  as  the  innate  disposition  of 
man  will  permit  them;  and  whilst  some  attempt  to  gain  their 
aims  by  noble  and  honorable  means,  others  seek  for  it  in  infamy 
and  ignominy : — a  Howard  sought  bis  fame  in  acts  of  philan- 
thropy ;  George  IV*  obtained  his  fame  by  his  acts  of  debauchery 
and  voluptuousness ;  Lord  Byron  earned  the  fame  of  an  honor- 
able man  by  a  regular  payment  of  all  his  debts,  and  a  monument 
was  refused  him ;  the  Duke  of  York  earned  the  fame  of  a  dis> 
honorable  man  by  never  paying  his  debts  at  all,  and  he  is 
perched  on  the  highest  monument,  which  the  folly  of  his 
eountrymen  could  erect  for  him  ;  Capt.  Cook  earned  his   fame. 
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bj  enlarging  the  boundaries  of  the  habitable  and  inhabited 
world  ;  Capt.  Ross  has  established  his  fame,  by  the  discovery  of 
the  continent  of  Boothia,  and  the  raonuments,  which  he  there 
erected,  to  celebrate  the  great  achievement.  Whether  the 
future  wanderer  in  those  climes,  will  discover  those  monuments, 
is  one  of  the  secrets,  which  it  must  be  left  to  futurity  to  dis- 
close ;  but  it  was  natural  to  suppose,  that  during  the  temporary 
sojourn  of  Capt.  Ross  in  the  vicinity  of  Batty  Bay,  other  subjects 
of  a  nature  more  momentous  and  important,  than  monument 
building,  would  have  engrossed  his  active  and  comprehensive 
mind. 

But  a  reverse  of  fortune,  as  is  generally  the  case,  had  not 
with  him  effected  any  change  in  his  ruling  passions ;  for,  during 
the  leisure  hours  of  the  men,  when  a  considerate  commander 
would  have  embraced  the  opportunity,  which  presented  itself 
of  enabling  them  to  recover  their  strength,  by  rest  and  relaxation, 
he,  on  the  contrary,  despatched  them  to  the  hilb,  on  which  to 
erect  his  monuments,  and  thereon  to  affix  his  name,  which  the 
winds  of  heaven  will  blow  upon,  and  the  storms  of  heaven  beat 
against,  until,  in  the  lapse  of  time,  not  a  vestige  will  be  left  to 
tell  to  after  ages,  the  name  of  him  by  whose  command  they  were 
erected.  As  objects,  which  might  in  a  certain  degree  be  ne- 
cessary for  the  prosecution  of  the  surveys,  which  Commander 
Ross  instituted  in  their  winter  harbours,  the  monuments,  which 
were  there  erected,  might  be  considered  as  not  wholly  use- 
less ;  but  to  employ  bis  men  in  the  building  of  monuments, 
when  they  were  literally  worn  down  with  iatigue,  and  the 
inclemency  of  the  climate,  betokens  such  a  want  of  all  consider- 
ation and  common  feeling,  that  no  wonder  need  be  excited  at 
the  disrespectful  terms,  in  which  the  crew  speak  of  him,  nor 
the  culpable  charjges,  which  they  have  brought  against  him. 

Whilst  the  men  were  employed  building  the  monuments, 
Capt.  Roes  had  set  the  engineer  to  work  to  cut  out  a  tin 
weather-cock,  which  was  fixed  on  the  top  of  a  boat's  oar  ;  giving 
directions  to  the  steward  to  ascend  one  of  the  highest  hills, 
and  to  stick  it  on  the  top,  building  a  heap  of  stones  around  it, 
to  prevent  its  being  blown  away.    The  avowed  purpose  of  thb 
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weattier-cock  was,  to  see  how  the  wind  blew  on  the  top  of  the 
hill,  as,  according  to  the  opinion  of  Capt.  RofB,  a  trae  judgment 
of  it  could  not  be  formed  on  the  beach ;  and  bj  the  use  of  the 
f  elescope,  the  exact  point  could  be  determined,  wheneTer  the 
weather-cock  was  visible,  which,  unluckily  for  the  projectur, 
was  not  always  the  case. 

During  the  time  that  they  lay  in  Batty  Bay,  the  carpenters 
were  busily  employed  in  caulking  and  raising  the  boats  ten 
inches  fore  and  aft,  but  in  midships  they  were  canvassed  and 
laced.  A  great  number  of  dovekies  were  shot,  for  they  were 
so  numerous,  that  two  of  the  crew  were  only  absent  from  the 
tents  two  hours,  and  brought  home  fifty*  It  must,  however,  be 
observed,  that  as  long  as  there  were  any  dovekies  to  be  bad, 
the  men  were  not  allowed  any  preserved  meats,  giving  them 
instead,  a  dovekey  or  a  dovekey  and  a  half.  The  allowance  of 
preserved  meats  was  four  lbs.  per  day,  amongst  six,  and  to 
each  mem  a  pound  of  bread,  which  by  the  men  was  considered 
a  very  &ir  allowance. 

A  considerable  number  of  foxes  were  shot;  but  although 
at  Fury  Beach  they  felt  no  objection  to  partake  of  a  leg  of 
reynard*s  body,  they  now  turned  up  their  noses  at  it,  for  at 
best  it  was  but  carrion,  and  not  to  be  put  in  competition  with 
the  sweet  wholesome  flesh  of  the  dovekies.  Several  bears  were 
also  seen,  and  that  was  all,  for  they  kept  at  too  great  a  dis* 
tance  for  the  bullet  to  reach  them. 

Not  a  day  elapsed  that  a  man  was  not  sent  up  to  the  smmnit 
of  the  weather-cock  mountain,  to  take  a  survey  of  the  condition 
of  the  ice,  hoping  to  see  clear  water  to  the  north-east ;  but 
although  large  patches-  of  water  were  seen,  yet  it  was  by  no 
means  in  a  state  for  the  navigation  of  such  frail  vessels,  in 
which  they  would  be  obliged  to  embark,  and  to  which,  if  any 
accident  happened,  their  situation  would  be  the  very  extreme 
of  misery  and  hopelessness. 

Batty  Bay  lies  about  32  miles  north-east  of  Fury  Beach,  and 
about  44  from  Monument  Beach,  which  is  about  two  miles  and 
a  half  from  Leopold's  Island.  A  party  was  sent  over  to  the 
opposite  side  of  the  bay,  for  the  purpose  of  building  a  monu- 
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ment  on  the  highest  hilU  so  that  there  was  one  oo  the  northern- 
most  point,  and  another  on  the  southernmost,  with  several 
others,  that  Commander  Ross  bad  erected  as  marks  to  take  the 
angles.  That  officer  had  just  completed  the  survey  of  the  bay, 
when  the  ice  broke  up. 

It  was  generally  supposed,  when  the  ice  began  to  make  a 
move  in  tba  bay,  that  it  would  have  been  better  if  the  boats 
had  stopped  up  the  bay,  but,  fortunately,  it  proved  that  the  ice 
made  off  in  that  quarter,  before  it  did  along  the  sea-shore,  from 
which  circumstance,  they  had  the  good  fortune,  at  low  water, 
to  haul  their  boats,  one  after  the  other,  down  to  the  place  from 
which  they  had  brought  them. 

It  was  on  the  14th  of  August,  that  the  wind  came  round  to 
the  westward,  which  liberated  them  in  a  very  diort  time,  and  with 
a  very  little  trouble,  they  succeeded  in  reaching  Monument  Beach, 
when  Abernethy  was  sent  up  with  a  telescope,  on  the  highest 
mountain,  to  observe  the  situation  of  the  ice.  He  was  absent 
about  two  hours,  when  he  returned  with  the  joyful  intelli- 
gence, that  it  was  clear  water  right  across  the  inlet.  This  in- 
formation reached  them  about  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon, 
when  they  immediately  went  to  sapper,  after  which  Commander 
Ross  and  Abernethy  returned  to  the  top  of  the  mountain.  They 
were  absent  about  six  hours,  not  reaching  the  boats  again  until 
midnight ;  but  their  information  was  of  so  encouraging  a  nature, 
in  regard  to  the  clearness  of  the  water,  that  the  boats  were 
immediately  launched,  and  they  took  their  departure  with  a 
light  air  from  the  west.  The  distance  from  Monument  Beach 
to  the  (^posita  shore,  is  about  45  miles,  but,  before  half  the  dis- 
tance was  accomplished,  the  wind  veered  round  to  the  south- 
ward, OB  wfcdch  the  crew»  in  Capt;  Ross'  boat,  laid  their  oars 
in,  and  hoisted  a  bag  and  an  empty  canister  to  their  mast  head, 
as  a  signal  for  extra  allowance,  which  was  immediately  granted. 
Without  any  occurrence  worthy  of  being  recorded,  they  reached 
the  other  side  of  Admiralty  Inlet,  where  they  pitched  their  tents, 
having  traversed  a  distance  of  about  74  miles. 

Early  on  the  following  morning,  they  got  under  way  and 
proceeded  about  40  miles,  when  they  got  the  boats  in  amongst 
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a  number  of  bays,  apparently  clear  from  the  swell.  Here  they 
remained  during  the  whole  of  the  night,  and  the  next  morning 
a  breeze  sprung  up  from  the  eastward,  with  thick,  hazy  weather. 
The  boats  were  got  out  from  amongst  the  bays,  and  proceeded 
in  search  of  a  better  place,  when  they  fortunately  arrived  at 
a  river,  which  was  deep  enough  for  the  boats  to  float  in.  The 
tents  were  pitched^  and  the  wind  being  foul,  with  thick  wea- 
ther, they  took  the  opportunity  of  overhauling  their  boats,  and 
making  those  repairs,  which  were  necessary.  They  remained 
here  for  about  five  days,  congratulating  themselves  on  the  safe 
harbour,  in  which  they  now  were,  for  had  they  not  got  the 
boats  into  the  river,  thore  is  very  little  doubt  but  tliey  would 
have  been  smashed  to  pieces,  as  the  sea  threw  up  the  ice-bergs  as 
large  as  a  good-sized  house,  and  with  a  violence,  which  scarcely 
a  ship  would  have  been  able  to  withstand,  much  less  the  tiny 
fragile  boats,  in  which  tliey  were  now  embarked. 

On  Sunday  the  26th,  the  weather  becoming  more  moderate, 
and  the  swell  having  subsided,  it  was  determined  to  proceed  on 
the  voyage,  but,  it  being  then  low  water,  considerable  difficulty 
was  experienced  in  launching  the  boats,  on  account  of  the  hum- 
mocks of  ice,  which  were  left  by  the  tide  on  the  beach.  By 
dint  of  rowing  and  sailing,  they  succeeded  in  getting  about  20 
miles  on  the  other  side  of  Navy  Board  Inlet,  and  they  would 
have  been  able  to  proceed  further,  had  not  Capt.  Ross^  boat 
proved  so  leaky,  that  they  were  obliged  to  put  on  shore,  for  the 
purpose  of  pitching  the  boat,  and  stopping  the  leaks.  The  shore 
presented  a  greater  appearance  of  fertility,  than  was  observable 
about  Fury  Beach,  and  the  frequent  tracks  of  rein-deer,  hares, 
and  other  animals,  led  them  to  believe  that  an  ample  supply  of 
provisions  could  be  found,  should  they  be  obliged  to  remain 
there  for  any  considerable  length  of  time.  At  midnight,  it  being 
low  water,  the  boat  was  overhauled,  but  the  leak  could  not  be 
found.  At  day-break,  all  hands  turned  out  to  boil  some  cocoa, 
when  the  cook  was  sent  with  the  telescope  to  take  a  survey  of  the 
ice,  when  he  saw  something  like  a  ship,  but  could  not  properly 
make  her  out ;  he  immediately  called  Commander  Ross,  who 
was  more  accustomed  to  the  glass,  and  he  distinctly  made  ii 
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out  to  be  a  ship.     All  bands  were  immediately  turned  out ;  the 
boats  were  launched;  during  which  Capt.  Ross  was  busy  in  letting 
off  a  quantity  of  damp  powder,  firing  off  a  rocket,  and  making 
every  possible  signal  within  his  power,  but  the  ship  was  too 
far  off  to  take  any  notice  of  them.     The  whole  of  the  provisions, 
and  other  articles,  were  got  into  the  boats,  and,  with  three 
cheers,  the  crew  hauled  away  towards  the  ship^.     It  was  at  five 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  when  the  boats  left  the  beach,  and  every 
muscle  seemed  to  be  animated  with   fresh    strength,  as  they 
pulled  away,  for  now  it  was  in  reality  life  or  death  with  them, 
for  should  this  opportunity  escape  them,  they  might  be  obliged 
to  retrace  their  steps,  and   pass  another  miserable  winter  at 
Fury  Beach.     It  was  between  twelve  and  one,  when,  to  their 
inexpressible  joy,  they  saw  a  boat  making  towards  them,  and,  in 
a  short  time,  it  came  alongside.     Capt.  Ross  asked  the  persons 
on  board,  what  ship  it  was  that  was  in  sight,  when  he  answered, 
that  it  was  the  Isabella  of  Hull,  the  very  same  ship,  which  Capt» 
Ross  commanded  on  his  first  voyage  of  discovery.     Capt.  Ross 
then  said,  I  am  Capt.  Ross,  but  the  man  in  the  boat  could  hardly 
speak,  at  last  he  said.  Are  you,  indeed,  Capt.  Ross?     He  then 
informed  the  Captain,  that  he  was  given   up  by  every  body. 
There  was  scarcely  a  man,  that  could  refrain  from  shedding  a 
tear,  for  now  every  feeling  was  absorbed  in  the  exhilarating 
thought,  that  their  sufferings  were  nearly  at  a  close,  and  their 
return  to  their  native  country  scarcely  a  matter  of  doubt.    The 
mate  of  the  ship,  who  was  in  the  boat,  hauled  away  to  the  vessel, 
for  the  purpose  of  informing  the  captain,  whilst  the  boats  of 
Capt.  Ross  pulled  away  towards  her,  cheering  each  other  as  their 
oars  dashed  into  the  water,  and  each  striving  which  should  be 
the  foremost  in  the  chace.    On  the  boats  arriving  near  the  ship, 
the  crew  gave  them  three  hearty  cheers,  which  were  returned 
by  the  crews  in  the  boats,  and  on  arriving  alongside,  the  view  of 
a  set  of  new  faces,  which  they  had  not  seen  for  four  years  and  a 
half,  made  an  impression  upon  every  one  of  the  now  joyous  crew 
of  the  Victory,  which  it  were  impossible .  to  describe.    They 
were  received  on  board  like  brothers,  every  one  hastening  to 
their  assistance,  and  not  even  allowing  them  to  remain  in  the 
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boats  for  the  purpose  of  unloading^  tbem,  but  all  the  cr«w  wer« 
taken  below,  when  such  fare  was  set  before  them,  as  tfaejr  bad 
never  partaken  of  for  the  three  preceding  jears ;  at  the  «anie 
time  that  orders  were  g\ren  by  Capt.  Humphreys,  of  the  Isabella, 
that  clean  linen  should  be  distributed  to  the  whole  of  the  etew, 
in  fact,  erery  endeavor  was  made  to  render  them  every  comibrt, 
which  their  peculiar  situation  demanded. 

During  the  progress  of  Capt.  Ross'  boats  to  the  Isabella,  they 
saw  another  ship,  which  was  the  William  Lee,  Capt.  Parker,  and 
when  Capt.  Humphreys  saw  the  boats,  he  took  them  for  the 
boats  of  the  William  Lee,,  or  he  would  immediately  have  hove 
his  ship  to ;  and,  indeed,  the  fact  of  the  report  of  Capt«  Hum- 
phreys  goes  a  great  way  to  invalidate  the  statement  of  Capt, 
Ross  before  the  committee  of  the  House  of  Commons,  wherein 
be  states,  that  Capt.  Humphreys  took  the  course,  which  be  did, 
yap  Lancaster  Sound,  for  the  purpose  of  finding  out  the  bones  of 
Capt.  Ross  and  his^cretv^^  he  did  not  expect  to  find  them  alive* 
Capt.  Ross  only  believed  that  it  was  for  the  purpose  of  finding 
out  what  had  become  of  him,  thai  Capt.  Humphreys  directed  his 
course  for  Lancaster  Sound.  Now  this  statement  is  at  direct 
variance  with  all  probability.  It  was  not  likely,  that  Capt. 
Humphreys  would  find  the  bones  of  Capt.  Ross  floatmg  towards 
him  on  an  iceberg,  followed  in  succession  by  a  number  of  other 
little  icebergs,  bearing  the  bones  of  the  remaining  part  of  the 
crew.  Where  then  was  Capt.  Humphreys  to  look  for  them  ? 
They  could  only  be  found  by  penetrating  into  the  interior  of  the 
country,  and  this  step  was  not  likely  to  be  taken  by  the  com- 
mander of  a  whaling  ship,  who  certainly  had  other  fish  to  fry, 
than  hunting  at  random  over  an  immense  tract  of  country,  which 
did  not  offer  him  a  single  resource,  on  which  he,  or  the  persons 
accompanying  him,  could  have  subsisted  for  a  day.  Indeed,  tlie 
members  of  the  committee  were  themselves  so  struck  with  the 
ynprobability  of  the  step  reported  to  have  been  taken  by  CapL 
Humphreys,  that  one  of  them  asked  Capt.  Ross — ^''Is  it  likely  the 
crew  of  a  whaler  would  do  that  i  To  which  Capt.  Ross  answered — 
**  That  he  did  it  by  means  of  telling  them,  that  they  would  find 
whales  there.^    He,  however,  ventures  upon  the  opinion,  that 
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the  object  of  Capt.  Humphreys,  in  penetrating  up  Lancaster 
Sound,  had  no  reference  whatever  to  the  bones  of  Capt.  Ross^ 
for  although  Cobbett  might  have  been  convinced  that  the  bones, 
which  he  was  taking  out  of  the  ground,  were  in  reality  those  of 
Tfaomas  Paine^  yet,  if  Capt.  Humphreys  had  taken  an  inland 
exeursion,  and  been  so  fortunate  as  Xo  fall  in  with  a  heap  of 
bones,  we  know  not  by  .what  ^distinctive  ;marks  he  could  have 
determined,  that  they  were  the  genuine  bones jof  Capt.  Ross,  and 
perhape  not  •  bein)^  well  versed  ^n  comparative  anatomy,  it  is 
not  improbable*that  he  might  have  brought  home  the  bones  of  a 
bear,  and  they  might  have  been  decently  interred  in  conse* 
crated  ground,  as  the  valuable  remains  of  a  bona  fde  genuine 
christian.  ^       *. 

In  confirmation  of  the  opinion,  which  we  have  just  expressed, 
it  transpired  that  the  Isabella  and  the  William  Lee  had  been  in 
company  almost  during  \the  whole  of  the  season,  and  been 
as  high  as  Neal  Harbour ^f^wl^ich. is  four  miles  further  than  Port 
Bowen,  where  Capt.  •  Parry  wintered  in  the  Hecla  and  Fury.  It 
was  also  certain,  that  they  had  been  attracted  thither  by  the 
whales,  of  which  they  caught  a  considerable  number,  and  not  in 
a  joint  excursion  in  search  of  the  bones  of  Capt.  Ross. 

The  distance,  which  the  boats  travelled  from  Fury  Beach  to 
where  the  crew  were  picked  up  by  the  Isabella,  was  between  500 
and  600  miles.  They  had  now,  as  tiie  crew .  termed  it,  a  ship 
once  more  under  their  feet,  and,  thanks  to  the  Almighty,  the 
hope  of  once  more  seeing  tHeiir  native  country. 

It  was.  on  the  2d  of  September,  that  the  Isabella,  on  account 
of  the  thickness  of  the  weather,  ran  into  the  ice,  and  got  beset 
on  Isabella  bank,  during,  which  time  several  ships  were  seen 
passing  to  the  northwdrd;  They  were  here  beset  for  12  days, 
and  it  was  owing  to  the  greatest  good  fortune  that  they  were  not 
nipped  in  two  by  a  heavy  pressure,  setting  the  Isabella  down  on 
a  very  large  piece  of  ice,  which  was  aground  in  70  or  80  fathonis 
of  water ;  the  size  of  this  piece  of  ice  is  represented  to  have  been 
as  large  as  the  Custom  House  of  London.  The  pressure,  how- 
ever, ceased,  and  the  ship  cleared  the  berg,  and  she  drifted  with 
the  pack,  and  caught  hold  of  another  berg,  which  was  nearer 
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the  clear  water,  for  which  reason  a  heavy  swell  came  under  the  ice, 
which  occasioned  the  ship  to  knock  against  the  herg.  The 
wind  fortunately  happened  to  shift,  so  that,  with  considerable 
trouble  and  danger,  they  got  into  clear  water,  but,  before  this 
cotild  be  accomplished,  the  darkness  was  so  great,  that  the  main* 
mast  could  not  be  seen  from  the  quarter-deck,  on  which  account 
they  were  obliged  to  find  their  way  through  the  large  bergs,  in 
the  best  way  they  could. 

In  the  morning  they  were  happy  to  find  themselves  in  clear 
water,  and  in  a  few  days  they  arrived  at  the  place  where  the 
Greenland  whalers  generally  6sh,  and  fell  in  with  about  thirty 
vessels,  the  captains  of  which  no  sooner  heard  that  Capt.  Rosa 
was  on  board  the  Isabella,  than  they  all  sent  something  as 
presents,  for  the  benefit  of  himself  and  his  crew,  consisting  of 
bottled  porter,  wine,  hams,  two  casks  of  ale,  several  bushels  of 
potatos,  and  several  other  things,  which  they  no  doubt  con* 
sidered  would  be  nourishing  and  strengthening,  after  being  so 
long  inured  to  their  meagre  fare.  But  in  this  respect,  the  crew 
institute  a  heavy  and  serious  charge  against  Capt.  Ross,  by  de- 
claring that  of  all  those  good  things,  which  were  intended  for 
their  benefit,  not  so  much  as  a  single  potato  was  given  to  any 
of  the  crew,  not  even  to  the  sick,  of  whom  they  had  still  three 
on  the  list.  Capt.  Humphreys  sent  three  bottles  of  wine,  and 
that  was  the  whole,  which  the  crew  received  until  their  arrival 
at  the  Orkneys. 

The  Isabella  remained  in  company  with  those  ships,  until 
the  latter  end  of  September,  when  they  took  their  departure 
from  Malemauk  Head,  and  in  about  eleven  days  arrived  at 
Stromness,  where  the  crew  had  the  enjoyment  of  a  fresh  mess, 
Capt.  Ross  having  fallen  in  with  a  kind  and  benevolent  coun- 
tryman, who  made  him  a  present  of  two  pecks  of  turnips  !  two 
pecks  of  potatos  1 1  and  two  pounds  of  butter ! ! !  to  be  distri- 
buted amongst  sixteen  men ;  and  this  was  the  fresh  mess,  that 
Capt.  Ross  allowed  his  men,  who  had  been  four  years  and 
five  months  from  England — who,  to  use  his  own  words,  had 
i;tood  by  him,  under  the  most  appalling  prospects,  with  a  con- 
stancy,  which   never   was  shaken,  and  to    whose  fidelity  and 
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obedience  he  owed  f o  much :  the  question  thence  iirises,  to 
quote  bis  own  words  again,  whether  **  he  ought  not  to  have 
been  ashamed  of  himself,**  in  deserting  those  very  men,  when 
he  was  placed  in  a  situation,  where  he  no  longer  stood  fn  need 
of  their  services! 

In  relating  the  subsequent  parts  of  this  memorable  voyage,  we 
have  now  only  to  refer  to  those  circumstances,  which  immediately 
concern  Capt.  Ross,  in  regard  to  the  treatment  of  his  men,  and 
in  which  some  charges  will  be  brought  forward,  which,  if  not 
publicly  and  authentically  refuted,  will  cling  to  him  for  ever, 
as  a  black  spot  upon  his  character*.  The  opportunity  is  afforded 
him  of  rebutting  the  charges,  which  are  brought  against  him ; 
and  considering  the  rank,  which  he  holds  in  society,  as  a  gen- 
tleman, and  an  officer  in  the  noblest  service  of  the  world, 
we  look  forward  with  great  anxiety  to  his  refutation,  which 
will  of  course  cover  those,  who  have  so  wantonly  and  maliciously 
maligned  his  character,  with  the  scorn  and  reprobation  of  every 
irtie  lover  of  genuine  merit. 

According  to  our  informant,  it  was  fortunate  for  the  crew, 
that  some  of  them  were  still  possessed  of  a  little  money,  or  other- 
wise they  would  not  have  had  a  fresh  mess  so  soon  as  they 
had :  for  during  the  whole  of  the  fortnight  previously  to  their 
arrival  at  Stromness,  they  had  neither  tea,  nor  cocoa,  nor  sugar. 
The  steward  having  a  sovereign  in  his  possession,  divided  it 
between  Buck,  Curtis,  and  Park,  giving  to  each  five  shillings, 
and  reserving  five  shillings  for  himself;  with  this  money  they 
laid  in  a  stock  of  tea,  sugar,  and  potatos,  to  carry  them  to 
Hull ;  but  Capt.  Ross  gave  them  not  a  farthing,  nor,  to  use 
their  own  term,  not  so  much  as  a  fresh  herring  to  help  them  on 
their  way  homewards. 

We  consider  ourselves  bound  to  notice  an  unpleasant  circum- 
stance, which  happened  on  board  the  Isabella,  between  Capt. 
Humphreys  and  the  officers  of  the  Victory,  whidi  in  the  end 
nearly  brought  the  parties  into  personal  conflict,  and  Capt. 
Humphreys  threatened  to  turn  every  man  belonging  to  the 
Victory,  out  of  the  ship,  on  account  of  some  misdemeanour, 
which  one  or  all  of  the  officers  of  the  Victory  had  committed. 
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It  WM  the  Subject  of  general  censure  on  board  the  ship,  at  the 
«peeinien  of  ingratitude,  which  the  officers  of  the  Victory 
evfhcedy  after  the  treatment,  which  they  had  received*  The 
cause  of  this  disagreement  did  not  exactly  transpire,  but 
it  was  supposed  to  have  originated  in  some  old  grudge, 
which  had  tal^en  place,  whilst  they  were  coming  down  Lan- 
caster Sound. 

Capt.  Humphreys  laid  in  a  stock  of  fresh  beef  at  Stronmess, 
but  none  either  for  his  own  crew  or  the  crew  of  the  Victory,  by 
which  the  men  of  the  latter  were  reduced  to  their  own  resources. 

They  departed  fro^m  Stromness,  and,  on  coming  in  sight  of  the 
Highlands  of  Scotland /the  men  experienced  those  pleasant  feel- 
ings, which  the  approach  towards  home  is  certain  to  impress 
upon  the  heart,  and  more  especially  in  the  present  instance,  when 
the  hope  had  once  deserted  them  of  ever  reaching  again  their 
native  country,  and  when  after  the  hardships,  which  they  had 
endured,  that  country  would  be  doubly  dear  to  theqi.    * 

We  must  now  advert  to  some  circumslieinc^^  relative  to  the 
latter  part  of  the  voyage,  which  will  at^oncd  fix  the  value, 
which  the  British  public  ought  to  award  to  it,  and  for  which 
nearly  £10,000  of  their  money  have  been  paid.  In  the  letter, 
which  Capt.  Ross  writes  from  on  board  the  Isabella,  in  Baffin*8 
Bay,  to  the  Honorable  George  Elliott,  secretary  to  the  Ad- 
miralty, after  enumerating  the  principal  features  of  his  expe- 
dition, he  concludes  with  the  expression  of  his  consolation^, 
that  the  result  of  his  ^voyage  has  •  been  highlyc  important  to 
science ;  those  results  being  comj^rehended  in  the  discovery  of 
the  Gulph  of  Boothia;  ••the  continent  and  isthmus  of  Boothia 
Felix,  a  vast  number  of  lakes,  islands;  and  rivers ;  the  undeniable 
establishment,  that  the  north-east  point  of-  America  extends  to 
the  74th  degree  of  north  latitude,  and  the  crovon  and  glory  of 
them  all,  the  placing  the  illustrious  name  of  our  most  gracious 
sovereign  on  the  true  position  of  the  magnetic  pole. 

The  above  discoveries  are,  therefore,  according  to  Capt.  Ross* 
own  showing,  the  principal  and  most  important  of  his  expedition » 
and  we  have  never  hesitated,  whenever  an  opportunity  presente^l 
itself  of  expatiating  on  their  great  importance,  and  the  consequent 
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claim,  which  Capt.  Ros8  himself  possessed,  upon  t^  lifae«aiily 
of  the  British  people.  It,  however,  appears  that  Capt.  Ross,  in 
his  letter  to  Capt.  Elliott,  had  modestly  withheld  the  full  extent 
of  his  discoveries,  and  that,  but  for  his  examination  before  the 
committee,  of  the  House  of  Commons,  the  public  would  never 
have  been  made  acquainted  with  the  important^  circumstance, 
that  the  expedition  had  been  distinguished  by  any  other  disoo* 
veries,  than  those  mentioned  in  the  letter  to  Capt.  Elliott. 

On  this  subject  we  must  first  remark,  that  we  are  not  cogni- 
zant with  any  surveys,  which  Capt.  Ross  made  of  the  harbours 
and  creeks  of  Lancaster  Sound,  on  his  outward  passage,  his  sole 
aim  being  to  push  on  to  the  westward,  as  the  breeding  places  of 
the  whales,  and  the  harbours,  in  which  ships  could  repair,  were 
then  subjects  of  minor  importance,  and  not  deemed  deserving  of 
his  attention.  After  Capt.  Ross  bad  been  received  on  board  the 
Isabella,  we  know  that  he  went  on  shore  for  a  day  in  Possession 
Bay,  which  is  almost  the  north-easterly  point  of  Lancaster 
^und,  but  he  was  not  then  in  a  quarter  to  take  a  survey  of  the 
harbours  and  creeks  of  Lancaster  Sound  ;  nor  would  Capt.  Hum- 
phreys have  endangered  his  insurance,  and  sacrificed  the  interests 
of  the  owners  of  his  ship,  by  altering-its  destination,  merely  for 
the  purpose  of  .enabling  Capt.  Ross  to  take  a  survey  of  the 
breeding  places  of  the  whales.    <   ^i.  -. 

The  I59th  question  of.  the^  committee  runs  thus :— **'  Your 
answers  have  hitherto  referred,  to  the  commercial  advantages 
derived  from  your  first  expedition  T — "  Yes." 

^*  Can  you  state  any,  that  you  conceive  to  be  derived  from  the 
second  expedition?"' — "  I  have  surveyed  several  of  the  harbours, 
which  ships^  receiving  damage  might  go  into  to  repair,  and  also 
the  places  where  the  whales  resort  to  breed.  I  have  re-surreyed 
and  fully  determined  the  whole  of  the  fishery, by  actual  difference 
of  longitude." 

On  this  answer  we  shall  make  one  remark,  en  passani,  that 
from  the  time  of  the  Victory  entering  Lancaster  Sound,  in  1829, 
till  her  abandonment  in  1833,  the  surveys  were  all  made  by 
Commander  Ross,  and  we  are  not  sensible  of  a  single  survey, 
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that  can  be  MUibuied  to  Capt.  Ross,  after  bis  reception  on  boarJ 
the  leabelia. 

The  committee  proceed  to  ask  Capt.  Ross*-**  What  portioD 
of  those  surveys  were  made,  4rft€r  yoH  were  in  the  Isabella  ^^ 
— '*  I  surveyed  the  coast*  which  we  had  previously  not  fully 
surveyed,  the  ooast  of  the  fishery/' 

''  Of  the  surveys  advantageous  to  commerce,  which  you  made, 
were  the  principal  part  made  before  you.  joined  the  Isabella,  or 
subsequefUly  i^^^-^'*  Som^  before,  and  some  after  I  joined  the 
Isabella/' 

'  Which  do  you  consider  of  most  consequence  ?*' — **  Those^ 
after  J  joined  the  Isabella.*' 

'*  Did  you  explore  any  of  those  harbours,  which  you  have 
stated,  ships  might  go  into  to  repair  in  the  event  of  accidents  ta 
ships,  (rfter  you  joined  the  Isabella  r— "  Yes/* 

'^  And  any  of  those  creeks,  where  the  whales  breed,  after  you 
joined  the  Isabella  T'-— ''  Yes/' 

Here,  then,  we  have  the  positive  admission,  extracted  from  the 
mouth  of  Capt.  Ross  himself,  that  the  most  important  discoveriea 
of  his  expedition  were  made  at  a  time,  when  bis  expedition  may 
be  said  to  have  dosed,  and  that  it  is  chiefly  on  those  discoveries, 
that  he  calls  upon  the  country  to  reward  him  with  £5000 ;  at 
the  same  time  that  he  tells  the  committee,  that  he  withholds 
those  discoveries  from  the  public,  because  such  disclosure  would 
prove  injurious  to  bis  publication.  It  is,  however,  to  be  remarked, 
that,  in  his  letter  to  Capt.  Elliott,  he  makes  not  the  slightest 
mention  oi  these  discoveries,  which  he  aflSrms  to  be  the  most 
important  of  his  expedition,  and  which,  had  they  in  reality  been 
effected,  it  were  natural  to  suppose,  that  he  would  not  have  let 
such  an  opportunity  escape  him,  of  informing  the  British  public 
and  the  scientific  world  in  general,  of  the  important  advantages,, 
which  had  resulted  from  his  four  years*  residence  in  the  Arctic 
seas.  As^  however,  according  to  the  admission  of  Capt.  Ross, 
the  discoveries,  which  he  made  subsequently  to  his  jeining  the 
Isabella,  are,  in  his  opinion,  the  most  important  of  his  voyage,  we 
have  only  to  enter  into  an  examination  of  the  particular  point»^ 
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in  which  the  importance  of  his  last  discoTBries  depend,  to  arrive 
at  some  knowledge  of  the  degree  of  importance,  which  ought  to 
b%  attached  to  those,  which  were  made  anterior  to  his  reception 
on  board  the  Isabella.  From  the  concurrent  testimony  of  the 
crew>  however,  there  was  not  a  single  discoYcry  made  after 
joining  the  Isabella,  which  is  worthy  of  being  characterised  as 
of  the  least  importance ;  if,  therefore,  that  statement  be  correct, 
and  the  degree  of  importance  of  the  early  discoveries,  whilst  on 
board  the  Victory,  is  to  be  regulated  by  the  standard  of  the 
importance,  which  is  affixed  to  v  the  discoveries  on  board  the 
Isabella,  we  arrive  at  once  at  the  value,  which  we  ought  to  attach 
to  those  discoveries,  of  which  Capt.  Ross  speaks  in  such  lauda- 
tory terms,  in  his  letter  to  Capt.  Elliott.  If,  then,  the  ultimate 
discoveries  on  board  the  Isabella,  turn  out  to  be  of  no  real  value 
nor  importance,  and  yet  are  considered  by  Capt.  Ross  himself 
to  be  of  greater  consequence  than  any  which  had  been  previously 
made,  we  consider  ourselves  fully  warranted  in  denouncing  the 
whole  of  the  discoveries  as  comparatively  of  no  value  at  all,  and 
that  the  committee  of  the  House  of  Commons,  in  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  grant  of  £5000  to  Capt.  Ross,  could  not  have 
been  actuated  by  any  sense  of  the  services,  which  had  been  ren- 
dered by  Capt.  Ross,  but  as  the  easiest  and  most  erpeditious 
method  of  assisting  him  out  of  the  embarrassments,  which  bis 
unsuccessful  expedition  bad  brought  upon  him. 

After  a  passage  of  two  days  and  a  half  from  Stromness,  the 
Isabella  arrived  and  cast  anchor  in  the  Humber,  and  the  crew  of 
the  Victory,  on  hearing  that  it  was  the  intention  of  Capt.  Ross 
to  proceed  to  Hull  on  the  following  morning,  by  one  of  the 
steam  boats,  and  being  themselves  wholly  destitnte  of  money  to 
defray  their  expenses  to  London,  they  determined  to  make  an 
application  to  Capt.  Ross,  for  some  pecuniary  assistance,  and 
accordingly  they  sent  Mr.  Light  into  the  cabin,  to  inform  him 
that  his  crew  were  desirous  to  speak  to  him.  Capt.  Ross 
immediately  came  on  deck,  and  in  a  gruff,  surly  tone,  he  ex- 
claimed— "  Well,  and  what  do  you  want  ?''  They  then  informed 
him,  that  they  heard  it  was  his  intention  to  leave  them  in  the 
morning,  and  requested  the  advance  of  a  little  money  to  enable 
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them  to  reach  .'London.  It  might  be  supposed,  i\iAi  this 
considerate  request  would  have  been  complied  with  without 
a  murmur,  but,  at  Brst,  he  evaded  it,  by  telling /them  that  he 
bad  no  money.  This  statement,  ..hovf ever,  -the ;  crew  knew 
well  not  to  be  founded  bn  {truth,-  for  .it  was  kn<>jf^n.l>y:all.  of 
them,  that  he  hisid  a  considerable  sum  in;  gold  in  his  pos^ssion. 
The  men,  however,  continuing  to  preds  their  request,  and  de- 
claring their  total  inability  to  reach  London  without  a  slight 
advance  of  money,  Capt.  Ross  at  last  consented  to  allow  \hexp 
two  pounds  a  man.      ,      '^     .  - 

It  was  about  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning,  that  the  Gazelle 
steam  boat  came  past  the  Isabella,  when  Capt,  Ross,  his  nephew, 
Mr.  Thbra,  and.Mr.  Mc'Piarmid,  went  on  board,  and  proceeded 
towards  Hull. '  The  .crew,  .-hojfej^er,.  did  .not  go' up  until  the 
following  morning,  which. wad  a  great  disappointment  to  them* 
for  just  as  they  got  within  sight  of  the  town,  the  London  steam 
boat  shoved  off  from  her  moorings,  whilst  they  could  see  the 
whole  of  the  water-side'  lined  with  people  in  expectation  of 
seeing  them  land.  The  steam. boat,  however,  came  alongside, 
and  the  master  said,  that  he  wanted  fourteen  of  the  crew  of 
Capt.. Ross  (one  of  them,  Blankey^  having  been  left  on  board  the 
North  Pole,  a  Greenland  ship,  to 'assist  in  navigating  her:  home, 
a6d  George  Taylor  remaining  on».  board  the  Isabelia;  it  being 
his  determination  to  proceed  to  Liverpool).  On  .le^ing  the 
Isabella,  th^  respective  crews  gave  each  other  three  hearty  cheers, 
and  happy  Vere.  the  men  of..the  Victory,  when  they  found  them* 
selves  emancipated  froni  the  control  jof  their  comlnander,  and  the 
prospect  pt  reaching,  their  ^friends'  and  home  in  48  hours.  Capt* 
Ross  delivered  to  the*  stdw&rd  of  :the  st^am  boat  two  pounds  for 
each  man,  allO;wing; them  their  .passage  free,  bat  whatever  pru- 
visions  they,  partook  of,  was  at;1tieir;own  expense. 

It  was  on*  Sunday  night,  that  they  arrived  at  Deptford,  having 
been  exactly  four /yeji^rs  and,  five  months  absent  from  England. 
They  were  ordered^yXlapt.  Ross  to  attend  at  the  Admiralty 
on  the  following  Tuesday,  but  they  could  not  receive  any  tidings 
of  their  pay.  It  was  not  until  the  latter  end  of  October,  that  the 
crew  were  informed  that  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  had  advanced 
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1  Slim  of  money  to  Capt.  Ross,  for  the  payment  of  their  wages, 
and  they  were  accordingly  ordered  to  attend  at  the  office  of  Mr. 
Copeland,  Navy  Agent,  Surrey  Street,  Strand,  We  believe 
Abemethy  was  the  first  man,  who  was  paid,  and,. on  bis  coming 
out  of  the  pay-room,  he  declared  that  he  was  paid  £150  short; 
the  engineer  was  next  paid,  and  he  said  that  he  was  above  £200 
short;  in  fact,  there  was  not  a  single  man  of  the  crew,  who  was 
not  paid  minus  £50  of  the  sum  actually  due  to  him.  This  was 
considered  by  Thorn  as  a  great  hardship^  when  it  ought  to  have 
been  taken  into  the  account,  that  they  had  been  nearly  three 
years  on  short  allowance,  for  which  no  remuneration  was  to  be 
given  to  them.  Independently  of  this  subtraction  from  their  just 
demand,  there  was  scarcely  a  man,  into  whose  hands  a  bill  for 
slops  and  tobacco  was  not  pnt,  in  some  instances,  amount- 
ing  from  £15  to  £20,  at  the  same  time,  that  they  had  to  leave 
behind  them  all  their  clothes  and  bedding.  The  £2  advanced  to 
•»ach  man  at  Hull  were  also  deducted.  The  whole  amoutit,  which 
Capt.  Ross  deducted  from  the  sum  advanced  to  him  by  the  Lords 
of  tho  Admiralty,  for  the  payment  of  his  men,  was  £240,  but  they 
maintained  that  that  sum  had  no  right  to  find  its  way  into  bis  own 
pockets,  for  Capt.  Ross  was  not  empowered  by  those,  who  ad« 
vanced  the  money,  to  atop  from  the  men  any  demand,  which  be 
might  have  upon  them,  for  slops,  &c.,  and  which,  under  their 
peculiar  circumstances,  should  not  have  been  made  at  all. 

It  is,  perhaps,  not  a  difficult  task,  to  point  out  the  quarter  from 
which  the  information  was  issued  to  the  public,  that  the  whole  of 
the  crew  of  the  Victory  had  had  their  wages  paid  to  the  full 
amount,  and  that  every  individual  had  been  provided  with  a 
ntuation,  by  which  a  competency  was  insured  him  for  the 
remainder  of  bis  life.  The  crew,  however,  felt  so  indignant  at 
the  false  representations,  which  were  continually  inserted  in  the 
papers,  every  statement  of  which  led  the  public  to  believe,  that 
Capt*  Ross  on  his  return,  had  behaved  to  his  men  in  the  most 
liberal  and  (honorable  manner,  that  they  determined  to  lay  a 
atatement  of  their  case  before  the  public,  but  for  some  reason, 
which  has  not  been  properly  explained^  the  papers  refused  to 
insert  them.     The  following  letter,  which  was  sent  to  the  Editor 

29.  4t 
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of  the  Morning  Herald,  has  been  transmitted  to  us,  and  its  coit- 
tents  are  an  echo  of  the  universal  opinion  of  the  crew,  at  the 
same  time,  that  thej  do  not  place  the  character  of  Capt.  Ross  in 
the  fairest  light.  The  insertion  of  the  letter  was  refused  by  the 
Editor  of  the  Morning  Herald,  but  on  what  grounds,  the  writer  of 
the  letter  was  never  informed. 

[  To  the  Editor  of  the  Morning  Herald.] 

'*  Knowing  that  the  columns  of  your  valuable  Journal  are 
always  open  to  the  cause  of  the  aggrieved,  I  beg  to  trouble 
you  with  these  lines,  on  behalf  of  myself  and  the  rest  of  the 
crew,  who  sailed  with  Capt.  Ross,  on  his  late  expedition.  The 
agreement  between  ourselves  and  the  captain,  was  preoiaely 
the  same  as  on  former  expeditions,  namely,  an  able-bodied 
seaman  was  to  receive  £3.  4s.  per  month;  a  petty  ofl^r, 
£3. 15s. ;  and  as  there  were  two  mates  and  two  carpenters, 
they  were  to  have  £8.  per  month.  The  agreement  with  Uie 
crews  of  the  Hecla  and  Fury  was  also  the  same ;  and  in  ca«e 
there  should  be  any  short  allowance  of  provisions,  the  same  was 
afterwards  to  be  made  up  to  them. 

**  The  real  truth,  however,  is,  that  after  having  been  out  &7 
months,  we  received  the  sums  of  £liO«  158. — £150.  and£32Qu 
instead  of  £182.  88. — £213.  ISs.  and  £456.  and  we  were  kept 
the  whole  of  the  first  three  years  on  short  allowance  of  provi- 
sions :  those  in  the  cabin  having  as  much  as  they  could  lay 
their  sides  to  ;  two-thirds  of  the  time  we  had  no  grog,  whilst 
it  was  on  the  cabin  table  every  night,  and  yet  Capt,  Rosa  has 
represented  himself  as  having  undergone  the  same  privations 
as  his  crew.  As  another  specimen  of  the  captain's  humanity 
and  justice,  he  told  us  at  the  time  we  received  the  money  paid 
to  us  by  Government,  that  whether  we  considered  it  onr  pay  >or 
not,  we  might  take  it,  or  leave,  and  think  ourselves  d— <i  well 
off.  making  us  at  the  same  time  sign  a  receipt,  certifying  io  ike 
Admiralty  J  that  we  were  satisfied. 

'*  I  have  troubled  you.  Sir,  with  the  above  statement,  which 
might  oe  much  lengthened,  submitting  to  the  public,  through 
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Tour  Joarnal,  whether  or  not«  as  Government  are  about  re- 
warding Capt.  Ross  for  his  services,  some  compensation  ought 
not  to  be  made  to  myself  and  brother  sailors,  for  the  loss  we 
have  sustained  in  the  breach  of  the  engagement  made  with  us, 
after  having  undergone,  the  perilous  hardships,  to  which  we 
were  exposed,  and  during  which  we  were  so  unfairly  treated* 

« I  am.  Sir, 

Your  humble  servant, 

Barney  Lackey, 
His  +  mark." 

Previously  to  entering  into  any  disquisition  of  the  conduct  of 
Cnpt,  Ross  towards  his  men,  as  contrasted  with  the  character, 
which  he  gives  of  them  in  his  Letter  to  Mr.  Barrow,  it  may  be 
necessary  to  mention  a  few  circumstances^  in  which  the  crew 
considered  themselves  treated  by  Capt.  Ross  with  the  most 
marked  display  of  inhumanity  and  injustice. 

Shortly  after  the  arrival  of  the  crew,  subscriptions  were  set 
on  foot  in  several  places,  purporting  to  be  for  the  benefit  of 
Capt.  Ross  and  kiscrew.  Now,  whether  the  feelings  of  Capt. 
Ross  were  of  so  sensitive  and  delicate  a  nature,  as  to  be  wounded 
with  the  idea  of  receiving  a  sum  of  money  raised  by  subscrip- 
tion, or  whether  he  considered  that  having  received  nearly 
£10,000  from  the  public  purse,  the  crimes  of  avarice  and 
extortion  might  be  imputed  to  him,  were  he  to  receive  any  do- 
nations from  private  individuals,  are  questions,  which  we  will 
not  now  stop  to  discuss :  but  the  fact  is  established,  that  he  no 
sooner  heard  of  the  subscription,  that  was  set  on  foot  in  Ply- 
mouth, for  the  benefit  of  himself  and  crew,  than,  in  a  fit  of  noble 
disinterestedness,  he  took  the  most  efficient  method  of  putting 
a  stop  to  its  further  progress,  although  it  was  the  opinion  of 
the  crew,  that  if  his  own  sense  of  delicacy  prompted  him  to 
put  an  end  to  the  subscription^  he  might  Iiave  confined  the 
stoppage  as  far  as  himself  was  concerned,  leaving  it  to  pro- 
ceed for  the  benefit  of  his  crew,  who  might  thereby  have 
received  a  compensation  for  the  loss,  which  they  had  sustained 
in  the  defalcation  of  their  wages. 
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At  the  time  thai  Capt.  Ross  put  an  end  to  the  snbseriptton, 
the  amount  in  hand  was  £150,  which  wa$  paiUt  opew  to  Oafi. 
Rows,  and  an  opportunity  now  presented  itself  of  showing  his 
gmtitude  to  a  set  of  men,  whosv  cOMtanoy  was  never  ehaken 
under  the  most  appalling  prospects,  emd  io  whose  fideUiy  and 
obedience  he  owed  so  much,  and  on  account  of  wbiA  be  ex- 
pressed himself  very  properly»  when  he  declared,  that  he  should 
be  ashamed  of  himsalf^  if  he  could  for  a  moment  entertain  a 
thought  of  any.  sukterfuge^  whereby  he  might  evade  the  payment 
of  their  well-earned  wages.  It  was,  however,  a  very  natural 
conjecture  on  the  part  of  the  crew»  that  the  £150  would  be 
divided  amongst  theis;  for,  in  their  opinion*  as  it  was  vailed 
expressly  for  them»  it  would  be  a  dereliction  ot  every  principle 
of  integrity  and  fair  dealing,  to  appropriate  it  to  any  purpose, 
than  what  it  was  of  iginaily  intended  for.  Great,  however,  wna 
theif  surprise^  when  they  heard  that  £50  Was  to  be  given  to 
Buck,  the  man,  who  had  lost  his  sight  by  the  freqneney  of 
his  &ts,  brongbl  en  by  eating  the  f6od  boiled  in  the  copper 
vessels;  and  the  remaining  £100  was  to  be  given  toH.  Thomas, 
the  father  of  CbiDriiam  Thomas,  who  died  at  Fury  Beach,  and 
who  wae  a  saperannoated  mechanic  of  one  of  his  majesty's 
dock  yards.  In  regard,  however,  to  the  £50  to  Buck,  it  warn 
snbseqnently  ascertained  by  a  letter  received  from  him,  and 
directed  to  Mr*  Light,  the  steward,  that  the  whole  sum,  which 
he  received  from  the  snbecriptioiH  was  £4. 4e«  lOd.  and  tide,  nn 
Bnek  expresses  himself,  ^  is  all,  that  I  have  got  for  ay  aad 
nrisfertttse,  and  I  must  apply  to  my  parish  if  I  want  any  redress, 
as  I  am  now  wholly  dependent  on  nsy  poor  mother,  who  earns 
her  livelihood  at  the  wash  tub.^ 

In  regard  to  the  remaining  £100,  the  crew  very  properly 
desired  to  know  what  right  the  &ther  of  Chimfaam  Thomas  had 
to  the  money ;  and  on  what  gronnds  Capt.  Ross  had  presumed 
to  appropriate  it  to  a  different  purpose,  than  the  individuals, 
who  had  subscribed  the  money,  intended  that  it  shonld  be. 
The  men  declared,  that  if  the  £100  had  been  given  to  Oeorgo 
Taylor,  who  had  been  rendered  a  cripple  for  life,  there  waa 
not  one,  who  would  have  raised  a   dbsentient   voice    to  the 
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^rant ;  but  to  bestow  it  upon  a  total  stranger^  who  poMeeaed 
not  the  slightest  claim  to  a  farthiog  of  it,  raised  in  the  breast 
of  every  one  of  the  crew,  a  spirit  of  indignation,  which  broke 
forth  on  every  occasion,  to  the  great  detriment  of  the  cha- 
rmoter  of  Capt.  Ross,  and  ultimately  led  to  the  exposure  of 
many  circumstances,  which  would  otherwise  have  sunk  into 
oblivion. 

It  must,  however,  be  stated  in  addition,  that  no  real  sutement 
waa  ever  given  by  Capt.  Ross,  of  the  manner,  in  which  the 
£150  were  appropriated ;  and  that,  according  to  the  opinion  of 
the  crew,  a  very  small  portion  of  the  money  found  its  way  into 
the  pockets  of  the  parties,  who  were  supposed  to  have  received 
the  whole  of  it. 

It  was,  however,  not  only  the  deductions  from  their  wages, 
that  the  men  had  to  complain  of,  but  it  was  also  the  infraction 
of  the  promises,  which  Capt.  Ross  made  to  them,  previously  to 
the   abandonment  of  the  Victory,   when  he  called  them  into 
the  cabin,  and  harangued  them  on  the  severe  and  arduous  trials, 
which  awaited  them,  and  that  they  were  henceforth  to  consider 
that  it  waa  either  life  or  death  witk  them ;  to  encourage  them, 
however,  in  the  accomplishment  of  the  task,  which  was  before 
them,  Capt.  Ross  promised,  that  should  they  be  so  fortunate  as 
to  reach  England,  such  situations  should  be  procured  for  each 
of  them,  through  his  immediate  interest,  as  should  insure  them 
a  comfortable   independence  for  the  remainder  of  their  lives. 
To  Mr.  light,  the  steward,  he  promised  a  place  in  the  Customs 
or  Excise,  but,  on  the  return  to  England,  the  promise  was  never 
attended  to.    Mr.  Light  had  been  two  voyages  with  Capt.  Parry, 
and  the  duties,  which  he  had  to  perform  on  board  the  Victory, 
were  of  a  very  responsible  character,  independently  of  the  great 
Catigue,  which,  in  several  instances^  was  imposed  upon  him. 
In  the  firat  place,  be  had  the  charge  of,  and  the  issuing  of  all 
the  proviaiona;  in  the  second,  he  had  to  make  all  the  pies  and 
puddings,  and  the  bread  for  the  use  of  the  cabin;  and,  in  the 
third  place,  be  had  to  wash,  starch,  and  iron  for  all  the  officers, 
and  for  the  last  year,  without  that  most  indispensable  of  all 
requisites  ;a  his  laundry,  namely,  soap;  but  although  the  wash- 
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iDg  could  ^ol  be  considered  in  any  other  character  than  extra 
duty,  yet  not  a  farthing  did  Capt.  Ross  pay  him  for  the  labor., 
which  he  was  obliged  to  undergo,  frequently  to  the  total  depri- 
vation of  his  sleep.  The  conduct  of  Capt«  Ross  on  this  occasion, 
was  contrasted  with  that  of  Capt.  Parry  and  his  officers,  who,  on 
their  return,  remunerated  the  steward  for  the  drudgery  of 
washing;  Mr.  Hooper,  the  purser,  alone  giving  him  £20;  at  the 
same  time,  that  in  Capt.  Parry's  voyage,  they  were  only  out  17 
months,  whereas^  with  Capt.  Ross,  they  were  out  57  months. 
Through  the  interest  of  Commander  Ross,  Mr.  Light  has  obtained 
a  situation  near  Leamington,  in  Hampshire,  but,  in  regard  to  the 
deficiency  in  his  wages,  he  makes  the  same  complaint  as  the 
remainder  of  the  crew. 

The  conduct  of  Capt.  .Ross  to  George  Taylor^  who  had  his 
foot  amputated,  and  who  was  to  have  been  left  to  die  a  horrible 
death  at  Batty  Bay,  was  equally  unhandsome  and  unjust.  At 
the  time  of  the  purchase  of  the  Victory,  George  Taylor  had 
charge  of  her,  and  came  up  to  London  with  her,  remaining  od 
board  the  whole  of  the  time  that  she  was  fitting  out.  Previously 
to  the  departure  of  the  Victory,  he  went  to  the  North  to  see  his 
wife  and  children,  undertaking  to  join  the  vessel  at  Loch  Ryan, 
On  his  return  from  the  expedition,  he  was  promised  a  warrant 
by  Capt.  Ross,  his  pay  being  £8  per  month.  After  the  occurs 
rence  of  his  accident,  the  promise  was  changed  to  a  snug  berth, 
either  in  the  Hospital  at  Greenwich,  or  atone  of  the  light  houses,. 
In  regard  to  the  former,  Capt.  Ross  must  have  known,  that  no 
length  of  service  on  board  the  Victory,  nor  any  accident  occur* 
ring  to  Taylor,  so  as  to  disable  him  from  any  future  service, 
could  render  him  eligible  as  a  pensioner  of  Greenwich  Hospital, 
and,  therefore,  it  was  unhandsome  to  excite  any  hopes  in  the 
miud  of  the  poor  fellow,  which  he,  who  raised  them,  knew 
could  never  be  realised.  Capt.  Ross,  however,  considered  that  be 
was  in  honor  and  conscience  bound  to  do  something  for  Taylor, 
and,  therefore,  putting  his  influence  and  interest  in  motion,  be 
obtained  for  him  a  berth  at  12s.  per  week,  wherewith  to 
maintain  a  wife  and  three  children.  The  employers,  however, 
of  Taylor,  previously  to  his  going  on  the  Arctic  Expedition,  n^ 
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sooner  heard  of  the  generous  and  liberal  conduct  of  Capt.  Ross 
than  the  J  declared,  that  if  he  could  not  find  a  better  place 
for  an  individual,  who  had  been  maimed  in  his  service,  than 
the  petty  one  of  lis.  a  week,  he  should  come  down  to  their 
premises  at  Liverpool,  at  a  salary  of  25^.,  as  a  reward  for  his 
honorable  and  faithful  services  previously  to  his  going  out,  to 
u^e  their  own  terms,  upon  such  a  dishonorable  undertaking. 

The  man,  however,  who  had  the  greatest  claim  upon,  the 
liberality  and  bounty  of  Capt.  Ross,  was  Anthony  Buck,  who 
lust  his   sight  from  the  unwholesomeness  of  the  food,  which 
Capt.  Ross  persisted  in  administering  to  his  crew,  in  despite  of 
the  daily  proofs,  which  were  presented  to  him,  of  the  injurious 
effects,  which  it  had  upon  the  health  of  his  crew.    There  is, 
however,  something  unaccountably  unkind  in  the  behaviour  of 
Capt.  Ross  to  this  man.    A  promise  was  made  to  him  that  on  his 
arrival   in  London,  he  should  be   sent  to  a  celebrated   oculist, 
with  the  hope  of  some  means  being  adopted,  by  which  his  eye- 
sight could  be  restored.   Two  months  was  Buck  kept  in  London, 
spending  the  hard  earnings  of  four  years  severe  service,  in  daily 
expectation  of  the  letter  from  Capt.  Ross  in  the  fulfilment  of  his 
promise^  but  the  proffered  aid  was  never  received,  when  at  last 
Bock  was  recommended  to  consult  the  eccentric  Abernethy,  by 
whom  he  was  very  abruptly  dismissed  with  the  very  consoling 
information,  that  as  he  had  become  blind,  he  was  likely   to 
remain  so  for  the  remainder  of  his  life.     The  circumstance,  how- 
ever, which  reflects  the  greatest  discredit  upon  Capt.  Ross,  in 
regard  to  this  man,  is,  that  after  repeated  applications  to  him  for 
the  fulfilment  of  his  promise,  respecting  placing  him  under 
medical  advice,  he  at  last  received  an  answer,  the  purport  of 
which  was,  that  as  he  had  brought  his  blindness  upon  himself, 
he  could  not  do  any  thing  for  him.     Now  this  answer  could 
not  but  be  considered  as  an  aggravation  of  the  case,  for  it  was 
well  known  that  the  fits,  which  were  the  precursors  of  Buck's 
blindness,  were  caused  solely  by  the  poisonous   nature  of  the 
food,  which  Capt.  Ross  persisted  in  furnishing  to  his  crew,  and 
therefore,  there  can  only  be  one  opinion  respecting  the  answer, 
which  he  sent  to  Buck,  declining  to  afford  any  assistance  to  the 
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poor  man,  for  the  reason,  that  he  brought  his  blindness  upon 
himself.  Capt.  Ross  was  not  ignorant,  that  the  cause  of  the 
fits,  with  which  Buck  was  afflicted,  as  well  as  several  others  of 
the  crew,  was,  by  Mr.  Mc'Diarmid  attributed  solely  to  the  fish 
being  cooked  in  copper  vessels,  without  the  customary  precau* 
tion  of  having  them  previously  tinned  ;  and,  therefore,  that  the 
complaints  of  the  men  were  not  groundless;  nor  the  effects  of 
a  captious  or  a  discontented  disposition. 

John  Wood,  David  Wood,  and  Robert  Shreeve  were  all  pro- 
mised by  Capt.  Ross,  to  be  provided  with  a  situation  under  go- 
vernment, but  in  these  cases  as  in  all  the  rest,  the  promise  was 
not  fulfilled. 

Richard  Wall  applied  to  be  received  into  the  police  at  Wool- 
wich^ and  obtained  the  situation. 

Barney  iiachcy  made  an  application  for  the  preventive  ser- 
vice, and  succeeded. 

John  Pack  and  Joseph  Curtis  applied  for  gunners'  warrants, 
and  are  now  on  board  H.  M.  ship  Excellent,  under  instructions. 

From  the  foregoing  statement,  it  is  evident  that  the  com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Commons  were  in  an  error  when  they 
reported,  that  *'  the  men  had  received  double  full  pay  until  they 
finally  abandoned  their  ship,  and  full  pay  after  that  until  their 
arrival  in  England ;  and  that  they  have  besides  been  employed 
in  eligible  situations  in  the  dock  yards,  or  placed  in  others,  thai 
will  lead  to  promotion.*^ 

In  regard  to  the  reward  bestowed  upon  the  officers,  a  refer- 
ence to  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the  House  of  Coromon9, 
contained  in  the  Appendix,  will  show  its  extent ;  and  to  Conw 
mander  now  Capt.  Ross,  there  is  no  reward  too  great,  which 
(be  country  can  bestow  upon  him,  for  whatever  discoveries  in 
geography  or  nautical  science  were  made  during  the  voyage, 
to  him  and  to  him  only  is  the  merit  due. 

To  Felix  Booth,  esq.  the  munificent  patron  of  the  expedition^ 
the  King  has  been  pleased  to  grant  the  dignity  of  a  baronet ; 
and  his  name  will  for  ever  stand  enrolled  as  one  of  the  most 
noble  and  disinterested  supporters  of  the  glory  of  his  country, 
and  the  advancement  of  nautical  science. 
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BngUiiL 


BtquHnawf* 


Air  or  weather,  »liol  e^ju 
Sky  or  Heaven  .  /^"•• 
In  the  open  air  •    •  fteilamie. 
Afraid,  be  U  .     •    Brkaee,  Erkaeewoke. 
Alive,  he  i»  .    .    •   Innouow-oke. 
Alone  or  by  one^sself  Kee-su-mn. 
And«  or  auo  •    •    •  I'OO. 

Angry Erk-si«su-yak-poke, 

Arrived,  or  oome .    .  Tik-kit-poke. 
Arrow  .    *    •    .    .    Kakleoke, 
Aunt Atto. 


Aurora  boreal  Is 
Awaken»  be  does  • 
Away,  or  aiar  off 
Away,  he  is   •    • 
Ale 


Arksak. 
,  Toopakpoke. 

Ow-a-nu. 
,  Ow*a-nut-poke« 

Oo-lu-i 


.  Kee-a-tuka. 
Whale  \  Arru-ang-a. 
•  3 .  Kool-lang-a. 
Mamaite-pok. 


EngUih. 


Esquifnaug^ 


Back  of  a  man 
Back  of  a 
or  Seal 

Ball,  it  is    •    •    •{  Mama-in-mut. 
Bsg,  or  Pocket  .    .  Ikperuk, 
Band,for  a  woman's)  To-glue-ga. 

Bark,  he  does  *  /  .  Killo-mo-ak-poke, 
^  f  Nannoke. 

*•" I   Nlnnooke. 

Beads Ho-now-yak. 

Beard Oo-mitku 

Beat,  be  does.    •    .  Tig-lik-pukna. 
Bend,  it  does    .    •    Ning-oo-oke. 
Belly  of  a  Man  .    .  Neiyuk. 
Belly  of  a  Woman.    Neiduk. 
Belly  of  a  Whalel  Teema. 

or  Seal    .    .     .J 
Kg  with  youngyShe  is  Sing*ei-woke. 

Bird .Ting-mo-ya. 

Beloved    ....    Assarsaree. 
m.     .     J  '  C  Ka-o-loke-poke. 

BiU,bedoe«  .    .^  Mikkelk  prfie. 
Black  or  dark,  it  b   Ker-muk. 

i«^.u4o«.  .{jtrk'Sisr''- 

Blood,  •    •    •    .    .A-od*nak. 

Blow,  he  does   •    .   ^a-l>loo;-ak-toke-poke 


Bow,  for  shooting  •  Pit-see-ku. 
Bow,hesbootswitha  Pitiuk-snk. 

Bring Persuuiarsigit. 

Bow-case  ....    Pitteek-seek-iak. 
Bowl  of  Wood    .    .  Poo-oo-tuk. 

Box Illee-we-ak. 

Braces  for  children  Hwee-te-u-ta. 

Bracelet Seap-pang-a. 

Brains  •    •    .    •    •    Karretak. 

Break  .  .    .    /     I  S^'l-\''-Pl*'*  . 

.\  Keek-to«ak-poKe. 

Bread She-ga»tak. 

Bread  dust    .    .     •     Ka*nib-root. 

Breast  of  a  Woman  Oo-ee'ag-nig. 

Breast- bone    .    .    .  Toonek-u  a. 

Breeches  ....    Kakleek. 

Breeches,  he  puts  on  Kakleek- poke. 

Brent,  Goose,    orl   f^^^.^i^^^ 

Barnacle  .    .    .J  • 

Bristles Ooroia. 

Brother.    •    .      f  Kattangootii  anlgi^ 

\  Anninga. 
Brown,  it  is    .    .    .  Kee-yoke-loke. 
By  and  bye    •    .    .    Oo.wat.yar.roo. 
Buoy,  made  of  an")   u^„  „.., .  . 

infl^tedSealskinJ  How-wuttak. 
Button .     .    •    •    •  Icbe-ru-yak. 


.  Poo*'ee*woke.% 


Blow,  as  a  Whale  , 

Blue,  it  is.    •    •    •  Kow-look-poke. 

"^s'^irr  .}•----- 

Boil,  it  does  •    .    •  lkko-a-lak*poke« 
Bone    •    •    •    •    •    Ueow«nlk. 

Book Tittero«r.yak. 

Boot     •    •    •    •    .    AUik-tuga. 

Bottle Milko-lu.ga. 

Bore  ordrill,  he  dies    Ikkoo-toke-poke. 
30 


Butterfly,  a 


Calm,  it  is 


Takkee-Iikkee^ta. 


Ill  u-nng.nak.  poke. 


Canoe  •    •    •    •     ,    Kei-yak, 
Canoe«  he  paddles  a  Kei-yak-to-poke. 
Cap  or  Hood  .    .    •  Nei-seak. 

Charm,askinstrap|  oo-ya-mu-ga. 
worn  as  a    .    ,  j  ^"  J»  »•«  b«* 
Canister     ....  Kuttuk. 

Cheek i  Oolniak. 

(^  Oo-loo-a-ga. 
Chew,  he  does    .    .  Ang-oo-la-woke. 
Clay,  slate    .    •    .    Ow.wee-wink. 
Clench,  his  fist.  .    .  Eer-kut<poke. 

Cloud Noo-woo.e.a. 

Coal   ••••••  Agga-e. 

Cold     .    .    •    •    .    Ik-kee 
Comb    •    •    .    •    •  Ilia.o-Uk. 
Come  here    •    .    •    Ku.lee  Kar.ree. 
Come,  (commanding)  Keiliarid. 
Come,  he  does,   .     .  Kei-wa. 
Come  down  .    •    .    Ka-noong-a. 
Come,  or  go  on  .    .  Ittuk. 
Come,  shall  1    ,    .    Ittuk-eang-a 
C«.i.do«.llk.«.J  ^.,,,.^,,, 

>  f  Ang.et-kook. 

Conjuror*    •    •    .<    Annat-koa. 
t^  Annat  ko. 

K]!opper Ka-noo-yak. 

Coiigh,  he  does  .    •    Ka-akto-poke, 
CFflne  nameof  abird  Tattee-^u.arook. 

4t  oogle 


A   DICTIONARY    OF 


Cry,  he  does  .  .  Keia.woke. 

Cup  or  Bowl, made  1   ,.  ^  , 

of  musk  oi  horn/  '^"yw-tak. 

{Sowe-ak-poke. 
Sowe-roke-poke, 
Pilluik-toke-poke. 

a 

Dance,  he  does  .    .  Momek  poke. 

Dark Tak, 

Dark,  it  is  ...    .  Tak-poke. 
Dart,  for  birds  .    .    Noo-oo-ee. 
Daughter    ....  Pannuga  Pannu. 
Dead,  he  is   .    .     .    Tokoo-woke. 
l^irt Ippuk. 

Dirty,  he  is  .    .     |  'PP"*'  PO*'*- 
t  Oo-in-ya. 

Deer Tookto. 

Dive,  he  does .      |  Atkamoke 

•  t  At-kak-poke. 
Deer's  horn     .    .    .  Nugsuuk. 
DivMtdoeslikeaJ,g.j^^^.p„,^ 

Dog  .    .    .'.*.'.  Mikkee. 
Dream,  he  does  .    .    Senik,  toomowoke. 
Dress  victuals      .    .  Koo-lip  Suik-poke. 
Dress  with  clothes!  An-no-ak-poke, 
ru.sii  1^      r      u   i  Kap.put-poke. 
Drill,  bone  for  the  \  Kine-kenak 
mouth.    .    .    ^ j^  «*^">ff-KeHaK. 

Drill,  a  bone.    .    .  |k-koo-tak. 
Drill,  bow  of    .    .    Kei-woot. 
Drill,  he  does.    .    .  ik-koo-tok-poke. 
Drink,  he  does  .    .    imkuk-poke. 
Drinking  cup  .    .    .  Im-moosohuik. 
Drop,  it  does     .    ,    Ippu-woke. 
Drum     ......  K«iUaK>w.tik. 

Drunk,  htM.    •    .    Tokoo-yak-poke. 
Dry,  It  !•   .    .    .       Pan-nik-poke. 
Duck  King,  name)  ...     .  , 

of  a  BiSi    .    .  /  Mit-tiek. 
Duck  Eider,  name  ) 

of «  Bird  .    .    .J   Am-raow-liguoke. 
Duck,  Long  Tail,  \  ^,  ^^ 

name  of  a  Bird   f  Al-diggu-arico. 
I>ust Oke-cke. 

E. 

Ear f  Hee»u-tee-fpa. 

'\  He-u-ting-a. 

gast Nee-yuk. 

l^ast,  to  the.  ,    .    ,    Nie-yuk-rau. 

*'** Tameo-a-woke. 

£2?  /  Mannig,(plural  Man. 

^^ I       nian.) 

Eight I  Ping-a-hu^t. 

®  \  Kit-tuk-lu-moot. 

£s(|uimaux    .    .    .    Iramut-plue. 

P^ow lkko-«uga. 

Ermine      ....    Ter-ru-ya. 
European(substan.J  Kabloona. 

Kuropean, (adjective)  Kabloo-nak-ta. 
^y £i-ee-ga. 


Eye,  he  has  an  in-  »  niu.u.poke. 
flamed.     .    ,    .J  ^ 


Eye-lash 
Eye-brow  . 


.  Ku-mu-rei-yak. 
Ka-bloot-ku. 


F. 


Faoe  .    .    .    .    '•! 

Fall,  it  does  •    .  | 

Fall,  the  tide  does  . 

Far  oif 

Far  off,  he  is    .    . 
Fat,  he  is    •    .    • 

Fat 

Father 

Father  or  mother  1 

in  law  ...    .3 

Fawn   .   . 


Feather    . 

Female  of  any  animal 
Fern  .    . 

Fill     .    . 

Finger 
Fire.    . 

Fish    .    . 

Fiah-hook 

Five 

Flesh 

Flipper  (fore)    .     . 

Flipper  (bind)    .     . 

Foetus  of  ft  Seal,  te. 


Dimal 


Foggy,   it»    • 

Foot  of  a 
animal 
Foot-print  . 
Forehead  . 
Fork,  a  ,    . 
Four     .    . 
Frpsh.    .    . 
Fo».    .    . 
Frost  bite  . 
Frost  bitten 
Frozen    .    . 
Full,  he  is 


"}. 


Ke-nar-ra. 

Ke-niak. 

E-u-ka*poke. 

E-u-kak-poke. 

Tinjc-ing-oo-oke, 

Ow-a-nee. 

Ow-a-mit-poke. 

Oo-in-nik-too-woke. 

Oksuraik. 

Attata. 

Sakkee» 

Noke-wa* 
Shoolok,     (plortl 

Sho<ilooa.) 
Arngna. 
Oo-u-beit. 
Arree  yak-orag-g* 

iammee. 
Tik-kuk. 
Ikkooma. 
Ekkalodk. 
E!k-ka-loo. 
Kak>eoka. 
Ted-ltt-ma. 
Neirkee. 
Talla-roo-ee. 
Sikkoo-ee. 
Ib-lei-ow. 
Tuk-siuk-poke. 
Ta-moo-a. 
Itte-ieik. 
Itte-keik-b. 
Too-ma. 
Ka-ow-ga. 
Kap-poo4oot« 
SitU-maL 
Tea-aeuk. 
Terru-inu-iri» 
Kir-Vee. 
Kir-kee-poke. 
Kir-kee-woke. 
Akeio4ohe-94^« 


,  Garters Nsbloo-lo-ta^^ 

I  Glutton     ....    Kakawrik.«ik«*' 

>  Give Pilletsy. 

t  Gloves Adei-eidieL 

J*  Go Annee-atKe. 

Go  away  .    .    •     .    BHiaret. 

Go  to  the  huts .     .     .  Ki-Harel^l»'0*^ 

Go,  shall   I  .    .     .    Awial-ya»«»- 

Grandmother  .  • 
Grate,  as  a  deer 

Great  many  .  • 
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Grc€D     •         •    • 
Grey      .... 
Grow,  it  does  as  a ' 
plant  .    .    .     . 
Growl,  he  does  .    / 
Gull,  (Glaucous.) 
Gull,  (Silvery.)  . 
Gull,  (Sabine.)    • 
Gums  of  a  man  •    , 

Gun     ....*• 


Hear,  he  does , 
ITeart  •    .     . 
Heavy,  it  is    . 
Heel»    .    .    . 


Here. 


High,  tall,or  large,! 

he  or  it  is  .  .  ,\ 
Hig;h,  the  land  is  . 
lUi^h,  as  the  Sua   • 

Hole 

Hole  in  a  canoe    . 
Hood  of  a  jacket) 

or  cap .  .  .  .3 
He  puts  on  his  hood 
He  puts  off  his  hood 
Hop,  he  does  .  .  . 
Horns  of  a  Rein-deer 
Hot  or  warm  •  •  . 
House,  malce  .  •  • 
How  .    .    , 

How  many 


•  Poong*ook, 
.    Kei-er-ra. 

l  Now-oke. 

Kattee-roak-poke. 
Now-idioke. 
I    Now-ya. 

•  Elrweit-yuggu-arkoo. 
.    It-keek-ka. 

[Yuk-  koke-keds-uke. 
He-^-  koke-lei-gu. 

H. 

Nusti-ak-ka. 

Nuvak-ka. 

Mitko. 

I-yute«ka. 

Addu-yut  ka. 

Oa  ka-lik. 

Aono-j. 

Oma. 

Oo-na. 

Ne-a-koke. 

Ne-a-ko-a- 

To-chia-wat. 

Omut. 

Oko- ma-it-poke. 

Kimmu-ga, 

Manu. 

Mei  ya. 

Mowng-a« 

Oo  a. 


•{ 


■  •{ 


How   do    you  do,T 

answer  uncertain  j 

Hummock  of  ice  •     . 

Hungry,  he  is  .      J 

Husband.    .    . 

Hut  or  house  •    • 
Hut,  he  is  at  the 


Ang«e-woke. 

Noon-ang-  i-woke. 
Powna. 
Poo-too-a. 
Pa-kiut. 
Nei-seak. 
Nei-ke-a-ga. 
Nei-seak- poke. 
Nei.se-  ek-poke. 
Nannu-yak-poke. 
Nag-gi-o. 
Okko. 

Igloog-a-tuga. 
Kanno. 
Kapsu. 
Kapsunu. 
Kanow-ing-pissu. 
Kanno'Sing-ilia-goow 
Ma-nu-lia. 
Nei-lik-poke. 
Ka-lik.poke. 
Oo-u-gu. 
Ooing-u. 
Oo-u-roa, 
.  Ig-Ioo. 
Ig-loo-raik-poke. 

I. 


Ice Sikkoo. 

Iceberg Piud-loo-yak. 

Indians Eirf-t-kei-lu. 

Inlet,  an     ...     .  Kang-ck-loo. 


Instruments  of  bone'^ 

for    disoovering   >Keip-kut*tuk. 

seals  under  ice  J 
Instrument  used  by*^ 

women  for  making  ^Be-il-le-v. 


holes 
Intestines 

animal  , 
Iron   .    . 
Iron-stone . 
Ivory .    . 


of 


.J 

an  \Innia-look. 
.  .J  Innia-loo. 

.    .Sowik. 
.    •    Kal-loog-nuk. 

.    .  Tow-wa. 


Jacket  (upper)    .    .  Cappu-tegga. 
Jacket  (under)     ./  ^ttuga. 

1  Attu-ge-ga. 
Jacket,  he  puts  on  his  Attu-ge-woke 
Joint  of  an  animal  Nab-goo-ang-a. 
Just  now,  used  for^ 

past  and  future,  y  Oo-it-tia. 

also  for  wait     -J 

Just  BO /  A-mul-ya. 

\  Is-ko-nue. 


Kidney   .    .    .    • 
Kill,  he  doea    . 

Kiss 

Knee  .... 
Knife,  a  man*8  • 
Knife,  (other)  . 
Knife,  a  clasp  . 
Knife,  a  woman's 
Knot,  he  ties  .  . 
Knot,  he  unties  . 

Know,  1  do  not.    . 


K. 


.  Tak-to. 

•  To-koo-poke. 
•  Koonig. 

.    Sit-ko-a. 
.  Panoa. 

•  Pillia-wow-yak. 
.  Okoo-tak-toke. 

.    Oo-loo. 
.  Kei-luk-poke, 

•  E-yu-nug-poke. 

{Nelloo-ooangu. 
Nelloo-ooangana. 


ner    "^ 


Lamp  of  stone 
Lamp     trimmer 

sometimes 

asbestos  . 
Lamp  black 
Land  or  country    . 
Laugh,  he  does  .     . 
Lay  ing  a  thing  down 

Large 

Lead,  (metal)     •    * 
Leather  dressed  .    • 
Leg  of  a  man  be- 1 

low  the  knee    .J 

Leg  above  the  thieh 

Ijeg  of  a  quadrup*\ 

ed  below  the  knee  J 

Lend,  he  does     .    • 

Lie 

Lie,  you  tell  .    .     . 
Lick,  he  does    .    . 
Lick  it  (imper.)  •     . 

Lichen,  of    three  ^^ 
kinds    .     .     .    .  r 


Kood-le-K)ok. 
Tatko. 

Pa-00, 

Noona. 

Igla-poke. 

E-lu-wa. 

Hunff-u-wok« 

AkkU-le-rook. 

Kei-uk-tok. 

Kan-na-ra. 

Koke-to-kak. 

Nu-yoong. 

Allookepoke. 
Shagloo. 

Shagloo-ik-pootI  < 
Allook-toke. 
Alloopa. 
K..-a->  »w-lik. 
Tee-row-yat 
Oka-yute, 
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Light  not  dark    •  i 

Light,  not  heavy  • 
Lightning  .  .  . 
Lights  of  an  animal  • 
Like  this,  or  in  1 
this  manner.  •/ 
Like,  it  is  .  *  . 
Limestone     •    .    • 

Line  of  thong  .    . J 

Line  platted  of  sinew 
Lip,  upper      .    .    . 

Lip,  lower .    •    .  / 

Listen,  he  does  .    • 

Little 

Little,  he  or  it  is    . 
Liver  of  an  animal 
Long  time  ago      .    . 
Looking-glass     •    . 
Look,  he  does  •    . 
Louse 


Ka-o-mak-woke. 
Ka-o-mak-poke. 
Okit-tu-nak. 
Kad-loome.  Ikkooma. 
Akkeia*goa. 

lin-miiD-tike. 

Iramunik-tike. 

Kakote«tung-o«a. 

Allek, 

Aklunak. 

Pellera. 

Kakku-we-a-ga. 

Kaklo-ga, 

Ka-kloo-ak. 

Na-luk-poke. 

Mikkee, 

Mikkee-poke. 

Ting-o-a. 

Al-ra-nu. 

Tak-hak-toot 

Keu-mik-poke. 

Koo-muk. 


M. 

Make  faces,  he  does  Ikko-yuk-poke. 
Male  of  any  animal  Ang-oot. 
Mark,  a In-nik. 

Marmot   .    .    .    ./  l'fj'»«'f- 
\  Sik-sik. 

Marrow Pattek, 

Marrow  spoon    .    .    Pattek-nenk. 
Melt,  it  does    .    .    .  Koogsink-pokew 

Mica Kei-blia-ke^. 

Milk Immook. 

Mitten.    .    .    .         Poo-a-look. 
Moon,  the  .    .    .    .  An-ninga. 
Moon,  her  name    .    Tat-kuk. 
Moon  is  full    .     .    .  Nak-koke-poke. 

'•  «:on^\!,"  r.«  }  «°«'<»-»-°^>'- 
Moon  shines  •  •  .  Kow-mal-luk-poke* 
Morning    ....    Oo-blak. 

Mass Man-nik. 

Mother A-ma-ma. 

Mountain    ....  King-nak. 

Mouse How-in-yuk. 

Moutli Kan-na-ra. 

Musk  Ox  .    .     •    .    OonungHuuk. 
Musk  Ox's  horn  .    .  Ki-uet-tuk-suk- 
More A-na-ne. 

N. 

Nail  of  a  floger  or  toe  Koo-ku. 
Mail  of  Ivory  for"| 

stopping  woonds  >  Too-poo-ta. 

in  seals,  Ike.    .J 

Name Atka-dual-at-tik. 

Name,  what  is  yours  Kn-wit. 
Name,  what  is  bis.    Ku-wow-na. 

Narwhal Keina-loo>a. 

Neck  or  throat  •    .    Toke-loo-ga. 

Needle Mitkoke. 

Needle  case  •    .    .   Atterak* 


Nephew  or  Niece  • 
Nest' of  birds  .  .  , 
Net  over  the  lamp  • 
Night 

Nine i 


Oyu-oga. 
Oo-bloo-it. 
Innetat. 
Oo-noo-a. 
Sitta-mat. 

Mikkee-lik-kannokt 
NakkA. 
^  Na-a. 
Negative  with  verbs  Ilia. 

No  more*    •    • 


Nq 


Tug-wa. 
\  Itei-wak. 
f  Poong-ak-poke. 
\  Ang-ek-poke. 

•  Kan-nung-nak. 
.    Kan-nung-na-roii« 

1  Kiin-nung^nak-poke* 

.    .  Akkood-loonawook. 

{Keei-nak. 
King-ara. 
Panga. 


Nod,  he  does  •    • 

North      .    .    ,    , 
North,  to  the     . 
North,    the  wind 
blows  from  .    • 
North-east  .    .    , 

Nose   .    . 

Nostril        .        . 

Now Manga-mang-ang« 

O, 

Oil,  blubber   .    .    •  O-ku-a-or. 

Old,  be  is    .    .    .   It-toot-koo-ak-poke. 

One At-to'w-suik. 

Open  the  door  hel  Mak-pik-poke. 

does     .    .    .     .j 
Ornamental  band'^ 

for  the  Esqui-  V  Mat-JLud-yo*iik. 

maux  men    .    .J 
Ornamental  brassy 

or  copper,  worn  J   Kow-woot. 

on  the  forehead  r 

by  the  women    .J 

Overset King-noo-woke. 

Owl Ook-pio-quak. 

P. 

Paddle Pa-oo-tik. 

Paddle  or  cause  he  1   ^.  ,^.  .^  ,^.  ^ 
does     .    .    •    ./  J^«iy*k-to.poke. 

Pimple Kang-ring-mang-a. 

Pin,  a    •    •    •    •    •  Too-poo-tow-yak. 
Plant,  a  .    .    •    .    Noona. 
Plant,  I  do  •    •    •    •  Pelleray-oonga. 
Plover,  golden  .    •    Toodlu-arioow 
Pluck  off,  he  does    .  Erre-tak-pokKs. 
Plug,  cork  or  stopper  Khemig. 
Plug  or  stop  he  does  Khemig-pa. 
Pocket  or  bag    •    •    Ikporiukl 

Poppy Osuke. 

Pot  for  cooking .    •    Oot^koo-seek. 
Pot,  stone  ....  Oot-koo»seek-aettk« 

Pyrites,  iron  •    .    . 


Quartz,    or    any 
stooe  like  It 


Inneuk. 
Q. 
>  Too-Doo-jaii. 
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IL 

Rain,  it  does  •   •    •  Mak-kook-poke. 
Kaven  .    •    •    •    •    Too-loo-ak. 
Raw,  as  meat      »    •  Mik-ke>Dk, 
Rib,  it  is  •    •    •   o    A-oo-pa-look-poke. 
Rib,  small  •   •    •    •  Na*tat-ko-a> 
Rib,  large    •    •    •    Toolemak. 

Ring  for  the  finger    Ikkut-komeo-tarro. 

Ring,  it  does  (as  )   Hu-a-nuk-pa-took- 

metal) ....  J       poke. 

Rise,  it  does  (as\  /Vv.i5«».^w^Vii 
thitide)  .    .    J  Oo-liqg-oo^ke. 

River  or  stream  .    .  Koo-ga-sule. 
Roll,  it  does.    .    .    Aksea-ka-a-woke. 
Rough,  it  is    .    •    •  Mannuluit. 
Roundp   it   is    •    •    Ang-malo-ik-poke. 
Rub,  he  does  .    •    .  Al-lar-tak-poKe. 
Ruff,  for  the  neok  •    Nak-su-anga, 
Run,  be  does  •    .    •  Akpa-yuke-pok. 
Run  it  does,  as  water  Koo-ook-poke. 

Run  fast Suka-woke. 

Run  slowly  •    •    .    Su-keit-pokeu 
Rust,  it  does  •    •    •  Akook-poke. 
Rope Ak-lu-nake. 

a 

Salmon  .    •    *    •    .  Ik-a-loo. 
Salt,  or  salt  water,  l^^^^j^^^ 

or  sea  •    •    •    •  J 

Sand Seoakat. 

Sand-piper    .    •    •    8iggu-aru*arioo, 

Swiss Toolee-arioo. 

Saw,  a    •    •    •    •    .  Kibloo. 
Saw,  he  does    •     •   Oo4oo-ak-poke« 
Saxifraga  (plant)  .    .  Kakud-lang»nuk. 
Scissars     •    •    .    •    Kiblei-ow-tik. 
Scraper  for  cleanO  geak-poke. 

log  skins.    .    ./  *^ "• 

Scratch,  he  does  •    •  Koo-mik-poke. 
Seal,  large    •    •    •    Ognke. 
Seal,  snail ....  Neiteek. 
Seal,  middle  sised  ,    Kairolik. 
Seal,  young  of  the    .  Ibluow. 
Sealing,  excursion  1  Neitick-poke. 

he  is  gone  on    .J  Ma-»te-pok« 
Seai'hoie    •    ,    ,    «Ag-loo. 

Y  Madleroke. 

Seren >  Argwinrok-towa, 

J   Tikkeeraoot. 
«««   .k^J^.       •/  Mik-tiek-poke. 
Sew,  she  does  .     |  Merk-siek^poke, 
Shade  for  the  eyes   » Ittu-yaga. 
Shave,  he  does  •    •    Oo-mi-ak-poke. 
Shell  of  a  snail  .    •  Seu-te-rook. 
Shine,  it  does   •    «    Kow-mal«lqk*pokt. 
Ship  or  boat   •    .    .  Oomtak. 
Ship,  at  or  on  board  Oomiamu, 
Shoe Illeega-ga. 

ShouMer.    .    .    •{  ^i^^X.. 

Shovel Poo-al-ru. 

Shrimps     •    •    •    •    Pamu-oo-lu. 
^ut  the  door,  be  does  Sikku-wokff* 


Siok,  he  is  •    .    .    .  Annn-ak-pokew 
Sigh,  be  does    .    •   Annek-seak-poke* 
Silver  or  tin  •    .    •  Imroot. 
Sinew &wal4oo. 


Sit  down 
Sister  •    .    • 
Sister-inrlaw  • 
Six  ...    • 
Sing,  he  does  . 

Skin    .... 

Skin  of  walrus 
Skin  of  a  guke  . 
Skin  of  a  whale  • 


••{' 


In-git*poot. 

Kottang-oottt  Neiga« 

Okoo>arra.  [ya. 

Argwenralc. 

Immeik-poke. 

Amig. 

Amia. 

Ka-ow. 

Kei-«uk. 

Mak-tuk. 


Skin  vessels, small  f  Kei-ning-rak. 
buckets    •    .    .t  Kat-tak» 

^y {^t- 

Sledge,  a    .    •    •    « Ka-moo-tik. 
Sledge,  be  draws  a  •   Kamooksie»errapokeL 
Sleep     .    •    •    •    •  Senik. 
Sleep,  be  does  •    •    Senik -poke. 
Slide  down  it,  be  does  Sittoo-woke. 
Sling  for  stone    •    .  lllur. 
Smoke^  also  fog  •    •    Issuk. 


Smoke,  he  does 

Smooth  •  •  • 
Snare  for  birds 
Sneesst  you  do 
Snore,  he  does 


■} 


Issuk- poke. 

Pe-u-oke-poke, 

Mannura. 

Nei-yak. 
,  Ta-geo-pootik. 

Ka-moo-e-woke. 

Snow  '• Appoo* 

Snow,  it  does   .    •    Kan-ne-uk-poke. 
Scow,  there  is  some  Nattu-roo-ik-poke. 
Snow  goose    •    «    •  Kang-ook. 
Snow  bunting   •    •    Kapennoraua-u« 
Son     •    .    .    •    .  f  Eeroinga. 
or  \  Eerwnu-ra, 

She  bears  a     •    •    .  Eernuwoke. 

sore,  it  U    .    .    .{f^^^:- 

Sorrel Kong-o-lek. 

Soup Ka-yo. 

South     ..••••  Ptng-ung-nak. 
South,  to  the  •    «    •    Ping-ung-na-mu. 
Sooth-west  •    •    •    •.  Oo-ognarit. 
Spade  for  snow  •    •    Poo-alle-ray. 

Spear Kiruk. 

Spear  for  small  seal  Oonak. 

Spear  for  deer    •    .  Ippoo. 
Spear  for  salmon    •    Kakku-wei. 
Spit,  he  does  •    .    •  Kei-se-uk-poka. 
Spittle Noo-a-ga. 

^p--  •  •  •  •{  'j^;T- 
^p^"  —  { JrrSif:- 

Spring    •    .    •    •    .OpeiMa..         t 
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Square^  it  is  .     .    • 
S<|uiac,  he  does  •    . 
Stab,  he  does  .     .    . 

Star 

Star-flsh 

Stand  up   •    •    •    • 
Steal,  he  does  .    •    . 
etone    .         ... 
Stone  fot  abarping  • 
Straps  used  by  wo-'^ 

men  for  carry  ingt  > 

their  childrea    .J 
Strike,  he  does  .    • 
String  of  a  bow  .    « 
Suok  at  the  breast,  1 

he  does    .    .    ./ 
Suckle  a  child  she  1 

does  .  •  •  ./ 
Sun,  the  .  .  •  « 
Sun,  its  name  •  .  . 
Siih  rises  .  •  .  « 
Sun  sets  .  .  »  • 
Summer  .  .  *  i.  . 
Summer,  in  the  .  . 
Swallow,   pipe  of  > 

an  animal     .    ./ 

Swan 

Sweat,  he  does  .  . 
Swim,  he  does .  X 
Surprised  he  is    .    . 


Kit^parrik-pokle, 

Nak-koo~woke. 

Kappu-woka. 

Oo-bloo-riak. 

A  ddu-7uggu*7u-«-ye. 

Nekko-iglua* 

Tiglik-poke. 

Oo-yar<rf'a. 

Ar-ruoyak. 

Kokeo-ntkowtik. 

Toke-pa. 
No-ak-to. 
Amama^lak-poke. 
Millu-kak-poke. 

Ama-mook-poke. 

Nei-ya. 

Suk-ke-*nuke 

Ne-ive-woke, 

Nippe-woke. 

Ow-yak. 

Ow-ya-me<<. 

Iggu-nng. 

Ko-goke. 

Qw-midia-poke. 

lmmaroke*poke. 

Nalioke-poke. 

Nannirak-poke. 


T. 


Tall,  he  is  ...     . 

Talis,  lie  does  .    .  \ 

Tail  of  a  quadruped 
lail  of  a  whale  or  ) 

seal,  &C.  J 

Take,  also  used  for"! 

a  drop.     .    .    .]• 
Tattooing   .    .    .    , 
Tear,  he  does    . 
Tin    .    .    •    .    . 

Tent • 

Tem-pole    .    .    .    . 
That   .    .    . 


{ 


{ 


There,    .    .    . 

Thief.    .    .    . 
Thimble    .    .    , 

Thin,  be  is  .    . 

Those     .    .    • 
Thread  a  needle    . 

Throat 

Throw  a  spear,  he  1 
does     ...    .J 
Throw  a  stone    .    • 
Throwing  a  stick   . 

Three 

Thumb 

Thunder,  it  does  .    . 
Tin-pot      .     ,    ,     , 


Ang-e-woke. 
Okad-luk-poke. 
Okak-poke* 
Panu-yooDga« 

Seak-puk. 

Tu-go. 

Ka-ku-na. 

Allik-pol(e. 

Ee-kit-pokew 

Too-pi  1l. 

Kan-na* 

Oo-na. 

Tam-na. 

Ta-ma-nu. 

Ta-mir-ya. 

Tiglig-toke. 

Telikiek.    . 

Lead-poke. 

Sead-muk. 

Mak-ko-a. 

Noo-wee-W'  ke. 

Toop-koo-ee-  id-ynk. 

Akle-ak-poke. 

Me-lo-ee-ak-poke. 

Noke-shak. 

Ping-a-huke. 

Koo-blop-i^a. 

Kad-luk.pokp. 

lro-u-su>u-roke. 


To,  and,  or  also  .    • 

To-day 

Toe,  great  .  •  .  . 
Toe,  second  .  .  • 
Toe,  third  .  .  .  . 
Toe,  fourth  •  •  . 
To  morrow  i  .  •  . 
To-morrow,the  day  > 
after  .  •  •  »/ 
Too  little  .  •  .  . 
Tongue     •    •    •    • 

Tooth 

Touch,  he  does  ,    . 
Tickle,  he  does   .    . 
Tree,  a      .    .    .    . 
Triangular,  it  is  .    . 
Trim  a  lamp  she  does 
Turnstone,  (a  bird)  . 

Two   ....     I 


Loo. 

Oo-bloo-mu. 

Put-oo-ga. 

Tikku-u-rak. 

Kel-tuk-kierak. 

Mikke^-Uerak. 

Akkagod.  [a-go 

Akkagoo-oong-a-lu- 

Akkagoo-oong-a-la- 

Ir-kit-ko-a*       [a-ni^ 

Okkara. 

Ke-u-cut-ka. 

Ak-toke-pa. 

Koo-u-nugguoalu 

Na-pak-to. 

Noo-loo-arrik-poke. 

Tat-kuit-poke. 

TaUig-wu*aru. 

Madlerake. 

AnUik« 


Unicorn.    .    ,    , 
Unicornis  horn . 
Uncle     .... 
Unolincb  his  fist 

Undress,  you  do  . 

Undress,  he  does 

Unplug,  he  does . 
Upside  dowD,  it  is 


U. 

.  Ken-na-lu-ga. 
.    Nu'lu'wa-ga. 

.  Anga. 

•    Saw-wut-pokew 
i  Maka-pootik. 
'\  Marta-pootik. 
>  Mattak-poke. 
/  Teide-oke-poke. 

.  Noo-shook-pa* 
I .    Kood-yung-a-wdke» 


Valley  or  low  land  Nak-seak. 
Very,  or  eitremely  Leo-ku-mi. 

vr. 

Wait Oo-it-tia. 

Walk,  he  does  .  ,  Pe-huke-poke. 
Walk,  fast .  .  •  .  Otuk-tak-poke. 
Walk,  slowly    ,    .    Pe-ha-ei-akpoke. 

Walrus Elu-ek. 

Walrus,  he  is  gone  1  «•       u      i. 
to  kSl  a  .    .    ./  Ei-u-ek.poke. 

Wart,  a Oeng-noo-e. 

Warm Oke-ko. 

Water     .....  Immuk. 
Water  in,  or  on  the  im-mik-mie. 
Waterfall   ....  Kog-lu-nak. 
We  or  our    •    .    .    Oo-a-goot, 
Weed,  sea  (tangle)   ^  Kitko-a. 
Weed,  another  kind  Mu-nie. 
Well,  he  is     .    •    •  Nappawoke. 
West Oo-ag-nuk. 

we«.to.be  .  .}  g::.^.^:^;. 

Wind  blows  from    .  Oo-ag-Duk-pokxw 
Wet,  it  is ...    .    Koo-ee-uk-poke. 

Whale Akko-wik. 

Whale,  bone  of    .  1  Heoke-buk. 

or  i  Yuk-wiik. 

Whale  blubber  or  Oil  (>k^-a.        ^ 
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What  . 


./ 


Su-na> 
Su-mu. 
Su-mig. 
Nem-moot. 

NemHiioo-mu- 

Arreak'poke. 

Kei-ya-woke. 

Ippo-ra-a-tuk. 

Ippa-ra-e-oke-poke. 

Itsu  be-yuke-poke. 

Oo-in-yu-to-poke. 

Kow-dlook-poke. 

Kc-na. 
Pe-na. 
Kena-oona. 
.    Ke-a. 
Wife  /  Noo-lu-a. 

Willow,     (plant)   f 

flower  mada  use<  Hu-froo-tik. 

of  for  tinder  .    •  L 

Wind A-noo-nee. 

Wind  blows  fresh  •    Pik-seik-poke, 
Windy  hard     •    •    •  Anno-kluk-poke. 


Where 

Where  of  a  distant  1 

place  .  •  .  .J 
Whet  a  knife  he  does 
Whine  or  cry, he  does 

Whip  a 

Whip,  he  does  .    . 
Whisper      .    .    .    • 
Whistle,  he  does    . 
U'hiteor  any  light 

colour 

Who 

Whose  is  that 
vv 


or  any  light  \ 
•   •   •   •     f 


I  Wind-pipe  .  .  .  Toeh-Ioo-a. 
Window  ....  Jg-gul-lak. 
Wink,  he  does  .    .  Sikkoo-niuk.poke. 

Winter Okeoke. 

Wolf.    •    .    .    •    .  Amaroke. 
Wolverene     •    •    •    Kablee-arioo. 
Woman  or  female) 
generally  .    .    .  j 
Wood  .... 
Wood  grows  • 

Wrist i 

Write  or   draw 


Arng-na. 

,  Kei-yur. 
Kei-y  u-kak-poke . 
Al-yow-lu-ga 
Adu-yow-se*ga. 
Tittee-rak-poke. 


Y. 


Yawn  he  does    .    •  Ei(eow-yuk-pa-poka» 

Yes Ap. 

Yesterday   ....  lk>poka-yiJu 
Yesterday,  the  day^ 

before,  used  also  >  Ik-poke-kn-a-mi. 

for  som<>  t  i  me  ago  J 

Yoa    (singular)    •{  ^^^^^^ 

You   (plural)  .    *     .  llllpsee. 
Young,  be  is    .    •   Mak-kofce-pokt. 
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OFFICIAL    AND    OTHER    PAPEBS. 

THE  SELECT  COMMITTEE  appointed  to  enquire  into  the 
circumstances  of  the  Expedition  to  the  Arctic.  Seas,  com-- 
manded  by  Captain  John  Ross,  of  the  RoyiU  Navy,  with  a 
view  to  ascertain  whether  any  and  what  Reward  may  be  due 
for  the  Services  rendered  on  that  occasion,  and  to  report  their 
Observations  thereupon  to  The  House;  together  with  the 
Minutes  of  Evidence  taken  before  them: — Have  enquired  into 
the  matters  referred  to  them,  and  agreed  to  the  following 
REPORT: 


Your  Committee  have  not  felt  themselves  either  called  upon 
by  their  order  of  reference  or  competent  to  give  an  opinion  on 
the  precise  merits  or  extent  of  the  discoveries  made  during  the 
expedition  commanded  by  Capt.  John  Ross,  whether  in  a  geo- 
graphical or  scientific  point  of  view ;  they  have  therefore  con- 
fined themselves  to  such  a  general  investigation  into  thie  facts, 
as  may  suffice  for  a  decision  on  the  main  question  committed  to 
their  hands,  whether  any  reward  should  be  allotted  from  the 
public  purse,  and  to  whom  that  reward  is  due. 

In  the  course  of  this  inquiry  they  find  that,  in  the  year  1827 
Capt.  Ross,  stimulated  by  the  desire  of  securing  to  this  country 
the  honour  of  settling  the  long-agitated  question  of  a  North 
West  Passage,  proposed  first  to  his  majesty's  government,  and, 
on  their  declining  to  undertake  it,  to  his  friend,  Mr.  Felix 
Booth,  to  fit  out  an  expedition  for  that  purpose :  that  in  the 
following  year  Mr.  Booth,  finding  that  the  Act,  by  which  a  Par- 
liamentary reward  was  held  out  for  the  discovery  of  a  North 
West  Passage,  had  been  repealed,  and  that  no  suspicion  of 
interested  motives  could  any  longer  rest  upon  the  undertaking, 
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"  having  no  other  object  in  view  than  the  adyancement  of  the 
honour   of  his  country,   and  the  interests  of  science,  and  to 
gratify  the  feelings  of  a  friend/^  immediately  agreed  to  Capt. 
Ross'  proposition,  on  condition  that  his  connexion  with  the  en- 
tcrprize  should   nut  be  made  known  :  that  accordingly,  with 
the  exception  of  about  two  thousand  pounds  expended  by  Capt. 
Ross,  Mr.  Booth  did   actually  bear  all  the  charges  of  the  expe- 
dition, to  the  amount  of  between  seyenteen  and  eighteen  thou- 
sand pounds :'  that  Capt.    Ross,  being   left  by   Mr.  Booth   at 
liberty  to  choose  whom  he  pleased  to  accompany  him,  received 
gratuitous  offers  of  zealous  service  and  assistance,  in  any  ca- 
pacity, from  those  distinguished  officers.  Captains  Back  and 
Hoppner,   offers   equally  creditable  to   Capt.  Ross   and  to   the 
spirit  of  those,  who  made  them;  but  finally  selected  his  nephew. 
Commander  James  Clark  Ross,  a  young  officer  of  distinguished 
scientific  attainments,  who  had  been  employed  in  every  previous 
expedition  to  the  Arctic  seas;  and  having  engaged  Mr.  Thorn 
as  purser,  who,  as  well  as  Commander  Ross,  agreed  to  go 
without  pay,  and  Mr.  Mc'Diarmid  as  surgeon,  together  with  a 
crew  of  nineteen  men,  sailed   from  England  in  May  1829 :  that 
in  spite  of  the  mutiny  of  the  crew  of  a  whaler,  which  had  been 
engaged  to  accompany  them  with  provisions,  Capt.  Ross  per- 
severed, in  reliance  on  finding  the  supplies,  which   had  been 
landed  by  the  Fury,  on  Fury  Beach,  and  then  entered  upon  a 
cotirse  of  sufferings,  of  dangers  and   discoveries,  for  a  summary 
of  which   your  committee  would  refer   the  House    to  the    foU 
lowing  Letter  addressed  by  him  to  the  secretary  of  the  Board  of 
Admiralty. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Captain  Ross  to  Captain  the  Honourable 
George  Elliot,  C.  B.;  dated  on  board  the  Isabella  of  Hull 
Baffin's  Bay,  September  1883. 

On  board  the  Isabella  of  Hull,  Baffin's  Bay, 
Sir,  September  18S8. 

Knowing  bow  deeply  my  Lords  Gommissioners  of  the  Admiralty 
are  interested  in  the  advancement  of  natural  knowledge,  and  particu- 
larly in  the  improvement  of  geography,  I  have  to  acquaint  you,  for 

30.  4x  r-         T 
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theinformatiouortheir  Lordships,  that  the  expedition,  the  main  o'bjetst 
of  which  was  to  solve  if  possible  the  question  of  a  North  West  Passag'e 
from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific  Ocean,  particularly  by  Prince  Regent's 
Inlet,  and  which  sailed  from  England  in  May  1929,  notwithstanding* 
the  loss  of  the  fore  mast,  and  other  antoward  circumstances,  which 
obliged  the  vessel  to  refit  in  Greenland,  reached  the  beach  on  which 
his  Majesty's  late  ship  Fury's  stores  were  landed,  on  13tli  August. 

We  found  the  boat^,  provisions,  &c  in  excellent  condition,  but  no 
vestige  of  the  wreck.  After  completing  in  fuel  and  other  necessaries, 
we  sailed  on  the  14th,  and  on  the  following  morning  rounded  Cape 
Gang,  where  our  new  discoveries  commenced,  and  keeping  the  west- 
ern shore  close  on  board,  ran  down  the  coast  in  a  S.W.  by  S.  course, 
in  from  ten  to  twenty  fathoms,  until  we  had  passed  the  latitude  of  72* 
north,  in  longitude  94*  west ;  here  we  found  a  considerable  inlet  lead- 
ing to  the  westward,  the  examination  of  which  occupied  two  days  ;  at 
this  place  we  were  first  seriously  ohstructed  by  ice,  which  was  now 
sure  to  extend,  from  the  south  cape  of  the  inlet,  in  a  solid  mass,  round 
by  south  and  east  to  E.N.B.  Owing  to  this  drcumstance,  the  shallow- 
ness of  the  water,  the  rapidity  of  the  tides,  the  tempestuous  weather, 
the  irregularity  of  the  coast,  and  the  numerous  inlets  and  rocks,  for 
which  it  is  remarkable,  our  progress  was  no  less  dangerous  than  te- 
dious, yet  we  succeeded  in  penetrating  below  the  latitude  of  70*  north 
in  longitude 92*  west,  where  the  land,  after  having  carried  us  as  far  east 
as  90*,  took  a  decided  westerly  direction,  while  land  at  the  distance  of 
forty  miles  to  southwaixl,  was  seen  trending  east  and  west.  At  this 
extreme  point  our  progress  was  arrested  on  1st  October  by  an  imp^ 
netrable  barrier  of  ice.  We,  however,  found  an  excellent  wintering 
port,  which  we  named  Felix  Harbour. 

Early  in  January  1830,  we  had  the  good  fortune  to  establish  a  friendly 
intercourse  with  a  most  interesting  association  of  natives,  whom  being 
insulated  by  nature,  and  never  before  communicated  with  strangers; 
from  them  we  gradually  obtained  the  important  information  that  we 
had  already  seen  the  continent  of  America,  that,  about  forty  miles  to 
the  south-west  there  were  two  great  seas,  one  to  the  west,  which  was 
divided  from  that  to  the  east  by  a  narrow  strait  or  iTeck  of  land.  The 
verification  of  this  intelligence  either  way,  on  which  our  future  opera* 
tions  so  materially  depended,  devolved  on  Commander  Ross,  who  vo- 
lunteered this  service  early  in  April,  accompanied  by  one  of  the  mates, 
and  guided  by  two  of  the  natives,  proceeded  to  the  spot,  and  found 
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that  the  north  land  was  connected  to  the  south » by  two  ridges  of  high 
land^lS  miles  in  breadth ;  but  taking  into  account  a  chain  of  fresh 
water  lakes,  which  occupied  the  vallies  between,  the  dry  land,  which 
actualiy  separates  the  two  oceans,  is  only  five  miles.  This  extraordi* 
nary  isthmus  was  subsequently  visited  by  myself,  when  Commander 
Ross  proceeded  minutely  to  survey  the  sea  coast  to  the  southward  of 
4he  isthmus  leading  to  the  westward,  which  he  succeeded  in  tracing 
to  the  Mth  degree,  or  to  150  miles  of  Cape  Turnaorain.  of  Franklin,  to 
which  point  the  land,  after  leading  him  into  the  70th  degree  of  north 
latitude,  trended  directly ;  during  the  same  journey  he  also  surveyed 
90.  miles  of  the  adjacent  coast,  or  that  to  the  north  of  the  isthmus 
which,  by  al^o  taking  a  westerly  direction,  formed  the  termination  of 
the  western  sea  into  a  gulph.  The  rest  of  this  season  was  employed 
in  tracing  the  sea  coast  south  of  the  isthmus,  leading  to  the  eastward, 
which  was  done  so  as  to  leave  no  doubt  that  it  joined,  as  the  natives 
had  previously  informed  us,  to  Ackullee,and  tbe  land  forming  Repulse 
Bay.  It  was  also  determined  that  there  was  no  passage  to  the  west- 
ward for  80  miles  to  the  northward  of  our  position. 

This  summer,  like  that  of  1818,  was  beautifully  fine,  but  extremely 
unfavourable  for  navigation,  and  our  object  being  now  to  try  a  more 
northern  latitude,  we  waited  with  anxiety  for  the  disruption  of  the 
ice,  but  in^  vain,  and  our  utmost  endeavours  did  not  succeed  in  retracing 
our  steps  more  than  four  miles,  and  it  was  not  until  tbe  middle  of  No- 
vember, that  we  succeeded  in  cutting  tbe  vessel  into  a  place  of  secu- 
rity, which  we  named  '*  Sheriff's  Harbour/'  I  may  here  mention* 
that  we  named  the  newly-discovered  continent,  to  the  southward, 
"  Boothia,"  as  also  the  isthmus,  the  peninsula  to  the  north,  and  the 
eastern  sea,  after  my  worthy  friend  Felix  Booth,  esquire,  the  truly 
patriotic  citizen  of  London,  who,  in  the  most  disinterested  manner, 
enabled  me  to  equip  this  expedition  in  a  superior  style. 

The  last  winter  was  in  temperature  nearly  equal  to  the  m^ans  of 
what  had  been  experienced  on  the  four  preceding  voyages ;  but  the 
winters  of  18S0'and  1881  set  in  with  a  degree  of  violence  hitherto  be- 
yond record,  the  thermometer  sank  to  92*  below  the  freezing  point, 
and  the  average  of  the  year  was  10*  below  the  preceding;  but  not- 
withstanding the  severity  of  the  summer,  we  travelled  across  the 
country  to  tbe  West  Sea,  by  a  chain  of  lakes,  30  miles  north  of  the 
isthmus,  when  Commander  Ross  succeeded  in  surveying  50  miles  more 
of  the  coast  leading  to  the  N,W.,  and,  by  tracing  the  shore  to  the 
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northward  of  oor  posiiioD,  it  was  also  fully  proved  that  there  could  be 
no  passage  below  the  71st  degree. 

This  autumn  we  succeeded  in  getting  the  vessel  only  14  miles  to  the 
northward,  and  as  we  had  not  doubled  the  Eastern  Cape,  all  hopes  of 
savii^  the  ship  was  at  i|n  end,  and  put  quite  beyond  possibitity,  by  an- 
other very  severe  winter,  and  having  only  provisions  to  last  as  to  1st 
June  1883,  dispositions  were  accordingly  made  to  heave  the  shipia 
her  present  port,  which  (after  her)  was  named  <«  Victory  Harboor/* 
Provisions  and  fuel  being  carried  forward  in  the  spring,  we  left  the 
ship  onddth  May  1889,  for  Fury  Beach,  being  the  only  chance  left  of 
saving  our  lives;  owing  to  the  very  rugged  nature  of  the  ice,  we  were 
obliged  to  keep  either  upon  or  close  to  the  land,  makiag  the  drcoit  of 
every  bay,  thus  increasing  our  distance  of  300  miles  by  nearly  one  balf» 
and  it  was  not  until  the  1st  of  July  that  we  reached  the  beach,  com- 
pletely  exhausted  by  hunger  and  fatigue. 

A  hut  was  speedily  constructed,  and  the  boats,  three  of  which  had 
been  washed  off  the  beach,  but  providentially  driven  on  shore  agaiih 
were  repaired  during  this  month  ;  but  the  unusual  heavy  appearsDoe 
of  the  ice  aflborded  us  no  cheering  prospect  until  1st  Aagust,  when  in 
three  boats  we  reached  the  ill^ated  spot  where  the  Fury  was  first 
driven  on  shore,  and  it  was  not  until  the  1st  September  we  reached 
Leopold  South  Island,  now  established  to  be  the  N.E.  point  of  Ame- 
rica, in  lat.  73*  56'  and  loog.  W  west.  From  the  summit  of  the  loAj 
mountain  on  the  promontory  we  could  see  Prince  Regent's  Inlet,  Bar- 
row's Strait,  and  Lancaster  Sound,  which  presented  one  impeoetrsble 
mass  of  ice,  just  as  1  had  seen  it  in  1818;  here  we  remsdned  in  astste 
of  anxiety  and  suspense,  which  may  be  easier  imi^ined  than  described* 
All  our  attempts  to  push  through  were  vain ;  at  length,  being  forced 
by  want  of  provisions  and  the  approach  of  a  most  severe  winter  to 
return  to  Fury  Beach,  where  alone  there  remained  wherewith  ts 
sustain  life ;  there  we  arrived  on  1th  of  October,  after  a  most  fatigoiog: 
and  laborious  march,  having  been  obliged  to  leave  our  boats  at  fiattj 
Bay.  Our  habitation,  which  consisted  in  a  frame  of  apars,  83  feet  bj 
16,  covered  with  canvass,  was  during  the  month  of  November  ioclofiedi 
and  the  roof  covered  with  snow  from  four  to  seven  feet  thick,  wbicii 
being  saturated  with  water  when  the  temperature  was  15*  below  zers, 
immediately  took  the  consistency  of  ice,  and  thus  we  actually  becasie 
the  inhabitants  of  an  iceberg  during  one  04"  the  most  severe  winters 
hitherto  recorded;  our  sufferings,  aggravated  by  want  of  beMii^i 
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dotbiug^f  and  aoimal  food,  need  not  be  dwelt  upon.  Mr.  C.  Thomas, 
the  carpenter,  was  the  only  man  who  perished  at  ibis  beaehi  bat  three 
others,  besides  one  who  had  lost  his  foot,  were  reduced  to  the  last 
stage  of  debility,  and  only  13  of  our  number  were  able  to  carry  prori* 
sions  in  seven  joomies  of  63  miles  each  to  Ratty  Bay.  We  left  Fury 
Beach  on  8th  Jsly» carrying  with  us  three  sick  men.  who  were  unable 
to  walk,  and  in  six  days  we  reached  the  boats,  where  the  sick  daily  re« 
covered.  Although  the  spring  was  mild,  it  was  not  uutil  the  16th  Au- 
gust that  we  bad  any  cheering  prospect,  a  gale  from  the  westward 
having  opened  a  lane  of  water  along  shore ;  in  two  days  we  reached- 
our  former  position,  and  from  the  mountain  we  had  the  satisfaction  of 
seeing  clear  water  almost  directly  across  Prince  Regent's  Inlet,  which 
we  crossed  on  the  17th,  and  took  shelter  from  a  storm  13  miles  to  the 
eastward  of  Cape  York.  Next  day,  when  the  gale  abated,  we  crossed 
Admiralty  Inlet,  and  were  detained  six  days  on  the  coast  by  a  strong 
north-east  wind.  On  the  35th  we  crossed  Navy  Board  Inlet,  and  on 
the  following  morning,  to  our  inexpressible  joy,  we  descried  a  ship  in 
tbe  offing  becalmed,  which  proved  to  be  the  Isabella  of  Hull,  the  same 
ship,  which  I  commanded  in  1S18 ;  at  noon  we  reached  her,  when  her 
enterprising  commander,  who  had  in  vain  searched  for  us  in  Prince 
Regent's  Inlet,  after  giving  us  three  cheers,  received  ut  with  every 
demonstration  of  kindness  and  hospitality  which  humanity  could  dic- 
tate. I  ought  to  mention,  also,  that  Mr.  Humphries,  by  landing  me 
at  Possession  Bay,  and  subsequently  on  the  west  coast  of  Baffin's  Bay, 
afforded  me  an  excellent  opportunity  of  concluding  my  survey,  and  of 
verifying  my  former  chart  of  that  coast. 

I  now  have  the  pleasing  duty  of  calling  the  attention  of  their  Lord- 
ships to  the  merits  of  Ck)mmander  Ross,  who  was  second  in  the  direc- 
tion of  this  Expedition.  The  labours  of  this  officer,  who  had  the  de^ 
partments  of  Astronomy,  Natural  History,  and  Surveying,  will  speak 
for  themselves  in  language  beyond  the  ability  of  my  pen,  but  they  will 
be  duly  appreciated  by  their  Lordships  and  the  learned  bodies,  of 
which  be  is  a  member,  and  who  are  already  well  acquainted  with  his 
acquirements. 

My  steady  and  faithful  (Viend,  Mr.  William  Thom,  of  the  Royal  Navy, 
who  was  with  me  in  the  Isabella,  besides  his  duty  as  third  in  command, 
took  charge  of  the  Meteorological  Journal ;  the  distribution  and  eco- 
nomy of  provisions,  and  to  bis  judicious  plans  and  suggestions  must  be 
attributed  the  uncommon  degree  of  health  which  our  crew  enjoyed : 
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and  as  two  out  of  the  three,  who  died  the  four  and  a  half  years^  wer# 
cot  off  early  io  the  voyag-e  by  diseases  not  peculiar  to  the  climate^  only 
one  man  can  be  said  to  have  perished. 

Mr.  Mc'Diarmtd,  the  surgeon,  who  had  been  several  voyages  to  theaa 
regions,  did  justice  to  the  high  recommendation  I  received  of  him  :  he 
was  successful  in  every  amputation  and  operation  which  he  performed, 
and  wonderfully  so  in  his  treatment  of  the  sick  ;  and  I  have  no  hesita- 
tion in  adding,  that  he  would  be  an  ornament  to  his  Majesty's  service. 

Commander  Ross,  Mr.  Thorn,  and  myself,  have  indeed,  been  serving 
without  pay,  but,  in  common  with  the  crew,  have  lost  our  all,  which 
1  regret  the  more,  because  it  puts  it  totally  out  of  my  power  ade- 
quately to  remunerate  my  fellow-sufTerers,  whose  case  1  cannot  bat 
recommend  for  their  Lordshfps'  consideration. 

We  have,  however,  the  consolation  that  the  results  of  this  Expedi* 
tion  have  been  conclusive,  and  to  science  highly  important ;  and  may 
be  briefly  comprehended  in  the  following  words  :  the  discovery  of  the 
Gulph  of  Boothia,  the  continent  and  isthmus  of  Boothia  Felix,  and  a 
vast  number  of  islands,  rivers,  and  lakes:  the  undeniable  establishment, 
that  the  N.E.  point  of  America  extends  to  the  74th  degree  of  north 
latitude.  Valuable  observations  of  every  kind,  but  particularly  on  the 
magnet,  and  to  crown  all,  we  have  had  the  honour  of  placing  the  illus- 
trious name  of  our  most  gracious  sovereign,  William  the  Fourth,  on  the 
true  position  of  the  Magnetic  Pole. 

I  cannot  conclude  this  Letter,  Sir,  without  acknowledging  the  ira. 
portant  advantages  we  obtained  from  the  valuable  publications  of  Sir 
Edward  Parry  and  Sir  John  Franklin,  and  the  communication  kindly 
made  to  us  by  these  distinguished  ofiScers  before  our  departure  from 
England. 

But  the  glory  of  this  enterprise  is  entirely  due  to  Him,  whose  divine 
favour  has  been  most  especially  manifested  towards  us,  who  guided 
and  directed  all  our  steps,  who  mercifully  provided  effectoal  means  for 
oar  preservation,  and  who,  even  after  the  devices  and  inventions  of 
man  had  utterly  failed,  crowned  our  humble  endeavours  with  complete 
success 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c 

John  Rom, 

Captain  R.  N. 

Your  committee  have  found  the  statements  contained  in  the 
above  Letter   confirmed,  as  far  as  they  have  been  examined,  bj 
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th«  evidence,  which  has  appeared  before  them  ;  and,  sapported 
by  the  opinions  of  Capt.  Beaufort,  hydrographer  to  the  Adrni* 
ralty,  of  Mr.  Children,  one  of  the  secretaries  of  the  Royal 
Society,  and  of  Professor  Barlow,  who  has  made  the  magnetic 
variations  his  particular  study,  they  see  no  reason  to  doubt  that 
Capt.  Ross  nearly  approached,  and  that  Commander  Ross  ac- 
tually reached  the  magnetic  pole. 

The  importance,  especially  to  a  maritime  nation,  of  this 
discovery^  and  of  the  observations  connected  with  magnetic 
science,  arising  thereout,  is  most  highly  estimated  by  the  scien-* 
tiiic  witnesses,  who  have  been  examined,  and  it  is  further 
attested  by  the  zeal,  with  which  this  branch  of  science  has  been 
of  late  pursued  by  eminent  men  in  every  country,  and  by  the 
expense,  which  several  foreign  governments  have  of  late  years 
incurred  for  the  same  object. 

Under  these  circumstances  your  committee  can  have  no 
hesitation  in  reporting,  that  a  great  public  service  has  been 
performed.  Independently  of  the  demonstration,  that  one  pas- 
sage, which  had  been  considered  by  preceding  navigators  to  be 
one  of  the  most  likely  to  lead  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific 
Ocean,  does  not  exist,  thus  narrowing  the  field  for  future  expe- 
ditions, if  such  should  ever  be  undertaken ;  independently  of 
the  addition  of  between  six  and  seven  hundred  miles  of  coast  to 
our  geographical  knowledge,  and  of  the  valuable  additions  to 
magnetic  science  and  meteorology,  which  this  expedition  will 
supply,  your  committee  cannot  overlook  the  public  service, 
which  is  rendered  to  a  maritime  country,  especially  in  time  of 
peace,  by  deeds  of  daring  enterprize  and  patient  endurance  of 
hardship,  which  excite  the  public  sympathy,  and  enlist  the 
general  feeling  in  favour  of  maritime  adventure.  Of  this  result 
they  have  strong  evidence  in  the  national  subscription,  which 
furnished  the  funds  for  the  expedition  of  Capt.  Back,  in  search  of 
Capt.  Ross  and  his  gallant  party,  to  which  the  Government  also 
contributed  two  thousand  pounds. 

To  the  importance  of  these  considerations,  your  committee 
are  happy  to  have  to  report  that  his  majesty^s  government  has 
not  been  insensible.     Although  Capt.  Ross'  expedition  was  un- 
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derlakon  entirely  on  private  riak,  and  the  Board  of  Admiralty 
could  not  therefore  be    held  responsible  for   any  liabilities  in- 
curred, or  be  called  upon  in  strictness  to  notice  in  any  way  the 
services  of  the  individuals  engaged  in   it.  yet,    as  far  as  the 
power  of  the  Admiralty  extends,  none  of  these  servicer  has  gone 
unnoticed  or  unrewarded.     It  appears  from  a  memorandum  de- 
livered in  to  your  committee  by  the  Admiralty,  that  **all  the 
men  have  received  double  full  pay  until  they  finally  abandoned 
their  ship,  and  full  pay  after  that  until  their  arrival  iaEngland, 
amounting  to  the  gross  sum  of  £4,580 ;  that  they  have  besides 
been  employed  in  eligible  situations  in  the  dock  yards,  or  placed 
in  others  that  will  lead  to  promotion ;^  that  Mr,  Abernethy,  the 
gunner;    ''  has  been  promoted,  and  appointed  to  the  Seringa- 
patam;*'  that  Mr.  Thom,  purser,   "has  been   appointed  to  the 
lucrative  situation   of  purser  of  the  Canopus,  of  84  guns;"  tint 
Mr.  Mc'Diarmid,  the  medical  officer  of  the  expedition,  "has 
been  appointed  assistant- surgeon  of  the  navy,  and  when  quali- 
fied to  pass   his  examination,  will  be  promoted  to  the  rank  of 
surgeon  -^  that  Commander  Ross,  to  whom  it  appears  that  the 
greater  part  of  the  scientific  results  of  the  expedition  are  due, 
"  has  been  placed  on  full  pay,  and  appointed  commander  of 
the  Victory  for  twelve  months,  that  be  may  by  that  length  of 
service  be  enabled  to  receive  the  rank  of  post  captain,  which  is 
by  a   special   minute  of  the  Admiralty  ensured  to  him  at  the 
expiration  of  that  time;"  and  that  Capt.  John  Humphreys,  of 
the  Isabella,  to  whose  persevering  humanity  alone  Capt.  Ross 
and  his  party,  under  Providence,  in  all  probability  owe  their 
lives,  has  received  that  remuneration  for  the  expense  of  bringing 
them  home,  which,  upon  consideration,  has  been  thought  proper 
by  the  Admiralty,  and  which  appears  to  your  committee  to  be 
a  reasonable  compensation.     Capt.  Ross  alone,  the  commander 
of  the  expedition,  who   had  the  anxious  and  painful  responsi- 
bility of  the  health  and  discipline  of  the  party  for  above  Ibar 
years,  under  circumstances  of  unparalleled  difficuky  and  bard- 
ship,  and  who  had  the  merit  of  maintaining  both   health  and 
discipline  in  a  remarkable  degree^  (for  only  one  man  in  twenty- 
three  was  lost  in   consequence  of  the  expedition)  is,  owiog  to 
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hl«  rank,  not  in  a  situation  to  receire  any  reward  from  the  Ad* 
miralty  in  the  way  of  promotion.  Having  incurred  expenses 
and  tosses  to  the  amount  of  nearly  three  thousand  pounds,  and 
received  no  more  than  the  half  pay,  which  had  accumulated 
during  the  expedition,  he  remains  with  the  same  rank  with 
which  he  went  out.  Under  these  circumstances,  and  looking 
to  the  advantages  to  science  and  the  honour  to  his  country, 
which  have  resulted  from  the  expedition  under  his  eommand  ; 
looking  to  the  expense  which  the  country  has  been  willing  to 
incur  on  former  occasions  for  similar  expeditions,  and  to  the 
towards,  which  it  has  voted  even  for  less  important  and  honour- 
able objects,  your  committee  hope  they  are  not  transgressing  the 
bounds  of  a  due  regard  to  public  economy,  in  recommending 
that  a  sum  of  five  thousand  pounds  be  voted  to  Captain  John 
Ross. 

To  Mr.  Felix  Booth,  to  whose  modest  public  spirit  and  rare 
munificence  this  expedition  is  entirely  due,  your  committee  re-» 
gret  that  they  have  it  not  in  their  power  to  propose  some  fit 
token  of  public  acknowledgment ;.  but  tb^y  cannot  forbear  offer- 
ing the  tribute  of  their  admiration  and  respect. 

The  case  of  a  poor  man  afflicted  with  blindnes  iu  consequence 
of  the  expedition,  has  been  brought  before  the  notice  of  your 
committee  by  a  member  of  the  House ;  and  your  committee  beg 
to  recommend  it  to  such  consideration,  as  to  his  M^X'^sty^s  Go- 
vernment, after  due  investigation  of  the  facts,  may  seem  fit. 

^pril  1884.  

Cop7  of  a  Letter  from  Captain  John  Ross,  R«  n.  to  Captain  the 
Honourable  Gboroe  Elliot,  C  B.  dated  22d  October,  1833. 
Sir,  Portland  Hotel,  22d  October,  18S3. 

The  expedition  from  which  I  am  now  retoniedt  having  been  under- 
taken in  1829f  t^t  n)y  own  expense,  I  necessarily  came  under  certain 
engagements  with  the  crew,  which,  according  to  my  expectation  at  the 
time,  might  be  Hkely  to  terminate  in  fifteen  months,  and  in  that  case  I 
should  have  been  enabled  to  fulfil  those  engagementf ;  but  as  the  ab- 
sence of  the  men  has  been  protracted  to  four  years  and  a  half,  the  claims 
upon  me  have  greatly  increased,  while,  by  the  loss  of  my  vessel  the 
m<*ans  of  discharging  them  has  been  much  diminished. 

80,  4v 
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In  ventunng  to  request  jou  will  tubmU  my  case  to  the  Lords  Coni« 
missioners  of  the  Admiraltyt  I  feel  aitsured  that  the  public  nature  of 
the  undertakings  and  the  unparalleled  sufferings  which  have  attended 
it,  will  bring  their  lordships  to  the  consideration  of  the  circumatances  I 
have  stated,  with  every  disposition  to  afford  me  the  means  of  dischai^Dg 
obligations  of  so  sacred  a  character. 

It  is  true  that  according  to  law,  the  men  may  not  be  able  to  compel 
the  payment  of  their  wages  after  October,  183 1,  when  all  hopes  of  saving 
the  vessel  led  to  her  abandonment,  but  a  sense  of  what  is  due  to  mj 
character  as  an  officer  of  the  navy,  and  a  fueling  of  what  is  due  to  the 
men,  whose  constancy  was  never  shaken  under  the  most  appalling  proa- 
pectSf  and  to  whose  fidelity  and  obedience  1  owe  so  much,  I  should  be 
ashamed  of  myself  if  1  could  for  a  moment  entertain  a  thought  of  any 
subterfuge,  whereby  I  might  evade  the  payment  of  their  welWearoed 
wages ;  I  am  anxioaa,  however,  with  my  slender  means,  lo  appeal  to 
their  lordships  in  the  first  instance,  in  the  confident  persuasion,  that  an 
undertaking  so  entirely  of  a  naval  nature,  will  receive  their  countenance 
and  support,  and  that,  under  their  lordships'  recommendation,  hia 
Majesty's  gcvernment  will  be  pleased  to  consider  the  voyage  as  so  en^ 
tirely  directed  to  public  objects,  as  fairly  to  claim,  under  the  circum-* 
stances  I  have  described,  that  the  payment  of  the  officers  and  men 
should  become  a  public  charge. 

As  the  men  have  most  of  them  arrived  in  town,  and  wait  the  adjust* 
ment  of  their  cUims,  I  need  scarcely  add,  that  it  is  very  desirable  that 
I  should,  with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  receive  an  intimation  of  their 
lordships*  decision  upon  this  application. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 
(Signed)  Jqhii  Ross, 

Captain  of  the  Royal  Navy. 


<3opy  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Barrow  to  Captain  JoH!f  Ross,  R.  N. 

dated  Admiralty,  S5th  October,  1838. 

Sir,  Admiralty,  25th  October,  18S3. 

I  have  received  and  laid  before  my  Lords  Commissioners  of  th« 

Admiralty  your  Letter,  dated  on  board  the  Isabellajof  Hull,  in  Baffin's 

Bay,  in  September  last,  and  1  am  commanded  to  express  th^r  loid« 

ships' satisfaction  at  the  providential  deliverance  of  yourself  and  com« 
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panions  from  a  perilous  situation  aneqaalled  in  the  records  of  navigation^ 
and  their  congratulations  at  your  safe  return. 
I  am»  &c 

(Signed)        J^hn  Barrow, 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Captain  John  Ross,  R.  N.  to  Mr.  Barrow^ 
dated  36th  October,  1833. 

Sir,  Portland  Hotel,  26th  October,  18S8. 

In  consequence  of  a  Terbal  communication  with  Sir  Thomas  Hardy, 
I  have  the  honour  to  transmit,  for  the  consideration  of  the  Lords  Com- 
missioners of  the  Admiralty,  a  list  of  the  officers  and  men  employed  on 
the  late  Expedition  to  the  Arctic  Seas,  showing  the  pay  due  to  each, 
on  the  principle  that  I  should  have  felt  it  my  duty  to  act  upon  towards 
them,  had  the  discharge  of  those  claims  rested  with  myself,  instead  of 
being  taken  up  by  their  Lordships,  on  the  grounds  of  the  public  na- 
ture of  the  service  to  which  the  object  of  the  Expedition  was  directed ; 
and  1  have  reason  to  know  that  the  officers  and  men  will  consider 
themselves  fully  recompensed  by  the  proposed  scale  of  pay. 

I  trust  I  may  be  allowed  to  take  this  opportunity  to  express  for  my- 
self and  for  every  person  under  my  command,  the  deep  sense  we  have 
of  the  kind  protection  so  cheerfully  extended  to  us  by  their  Lordships. 
1  am,  &a 

(Signed)        John  Ross, 

Captain,  Royal  Navy. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Barrow  to  Captain  John  Ross,  R.  N. 
dated  28th  October,  1833. 
Sir,  Admiralty,  October  28th,  1833. 

I  have  received  and  laid  before  my  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Ad- 
miralty your  Letter  of  the  26th  instant,  transmitting  a  list  of  the  officers 
and  men  employed  in  your  late  Expedition  to  the  Arctic  Seas,  show- 
ing the  amount  of  pay  due  to  each,  according  to  the  scale  by  which 
you  would  have  felt  yourself  bound  to  remunerate  them  for  their  ser- 
vices, and  I  am  commanded  by  their  Lordships  to  acquaint  you,  in 
repJy,  that  although  these  men  have  no  claim  on  his  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, inasmuch  as  the  expedition  was  not  sent  out  by  the  Board  of 
Admiralty,  yet  in  consideration  of  its  having  been  undertaken  for  the 
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benefit  of  science,  of  the  sufferings  these  men  hftve  andergone^  the  perils 
ons  situation  in  which  thej  were  placed  for  so  long  protracted  a  period^ 
and  their  uniform  good  conduct  under  circumstances  the  most  trying  ta 
which  British  seamen  were  perhaps  ever  exposed ;  and  their  Lordship* 
being  moreover  satisfied  of  your  utter  inability  to  fulfil  the  engagements 
entered  into  by  you,  and  of  the  destitute  state  in  which  these  people 
hare  prorideniiaUy  arrived  in  their  native  country,  have  been  induced^ 
under  such  peculiar  circumstances,  from  a  feeling  of  humanity,  imme- 
diately to  relieve  you  from  your  engagement,  and  them  from  pressing 
necessity,  rather  than  wait  till  Parliament  shaU  be  assembled,  to  which 
it  is  intended  to  submit  the  case;  their  Lordships  have  therefore  directed 
the  Accountant  Greneral  of  the  Navy  to  advance  to  you  the  sum  or 
£4,580,  Id^.  3rf.|  as  the  amount  which  by  your  statement  you  feel  your* 
self  under  an  engagement  to  pay  to  the  persons  therein  named  ;  froni 
each  of  whom,  on  making  them  payments,  you  will  take  a  stamped  re- 
ceipt as  a  voucher  in  full  of  all  demands  they  may  respectively  have 
upon  you* 

I  am,  &c. 

(Signed)        J*  Bartawk 
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81  30 

98 

March     1. 

2  p.m. 
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97 

4. 

Noon. 
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96 
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IP.M. 

81  34-7 

961  obeerfed  dip  at  ShenTa  B^y  in  lat.  70o  I'  N., 
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4  p.m. 

75    5^7 
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4  P.M. 
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96 
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98 

30 
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99 
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99 
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86  17-22 

92;  long.  940  63rW. 
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9  a.m. 
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6. 

8  a.m. 
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8. 
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THE  POSITION 

OP 

THE  NORTH  MAGNETIC  POLE. 

(SUPPLEMENT.) 


On  the  return  of  Captain  Ross  from  his  last  expedition^  the 
anxiety  of  the  British  public  was  strongly  excited,  to  ascertain 
the  results  of  it,  and  particularly  of  the  discoveries,  which  had 
been  made  in  the  various  branches  of  nautical  and  geographical 
science.   On  his  arrival  he  became  the  lion  of  the  day,  although 
dressed  in  one  of  his  own  bear  skins,  and  in  the  different  soirees 
and  conversaziones,  he  showed  off  as  the  most  prominent  cha- 
racter of  the  party,  threading  the  various  creeks,  straits,  and 
bays  of  a  miscellaneous  party  of  astonished  prattlers,  with  the 
same  kind  of  heavy  alacrity,  that  we  may  conceive  distinguished 
his' attempts  to  discover  a  North  West  Passage.    Royalty  com«> 
manded  him  to  appear  at  their  dinner-table,  to  enliven  the  dul- 
ness  and  stupidity  of  regal  etiquette,  by  a  recital  of  the  wonder- 
ful scenes  through  which  he  had  passed,  and  to  tickle  the  ears  of 
royalty  with  the  truly  gratifying  intelligence,  that  he  had  fixed 
a  barber's  pole,  with  a  piece  of  bunting  attached  to  it,  on  a  lump 
of  granite,  in  a  desolate  part  of  the  world,  in  honour  of  the  most 
illustrious  monarch,  who  was  then  showering  upon  him  the  most 
gracious  smiles  of  his  approbation.     From  the  dining-room  of 
royalty  he  lionised  at  Vauxhall  Gardens;  a  gaping  multitude 
were  shown  the  fertile  continent  of  Boothia  and  the  position  of 
the  magnetic  pole,  at  his  panorama  in  Leicester  Square^  although 
the  said  continent  and  the  said  magnetic  pole  happened  to  be  at 
the  distance  of  a  few  hundred  miles  from  each  other ;  be  has  been 
shown  off  in  the  various  print-shops,  under  almost  all  the  dif- 
ferent forms  which  the  human  countenance  can  assume  ;  be  has 
shown  himself  off  to  the  kings  of  Denmark,  Sweden,  and  Russia ; 
and,  lastly,  he  has  been  shown  off  in  the  pages  of  this  work,  and 
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on  the  top  of  a  twelfth-cake,  in  both  of  which  instances  be  bas 
been  cut  up,  viixh  a  dextesity,  that  niust  have  been  highly  de- 
lightful to  his  feelings* 

Captain  Ross  must  have  been  a  very  gourmand  in  fame,  not 
to  have  been  satisfied  with  these  distinctive  marks  of  the  ap- 
plause and  approbation  of  his  iellow-countrymen,  and  we  con- 
sider that  we  have  laid  him  under  an  unextinguishable  debt  of 
gratitude  to  ourselves,  in  having  been  the  instruments  of  fully 
exhibiting   the   subjects   on  which  that  applause  and  appro- 
bation are  founded.  We  have  related  ''  stories  of  skies  darkened 
for  months,  in  which  the  only  indication  of  mid-day  was  a  gliin- 
mering  streak  on  the  verge  of  the  horizon^-«-of  tribes  who  never 
drank  water  or  heard  of  fire,— of  unwashed  natives  squatting  on 
beds  of  eternal  ice,  waiting  for  the  appearance  of  a  sea!,  to  catdi 
him^  their  only  article  of  food,— of  Esquimaux  ladies^  though 
not  exactly  belonging  to  the  fair  sex,  perpetually  oiled,  if  not 
perfumed, — of  omens,  dreams,  and  portents,— of  expectant  wi- 
dowers on  the  ice,  and  anticipating  widows  on  shore,— K>f  bears 
paying  visits  occasionally  through  the  roofs  of  houses  concocted 
of  snow,*—- of  a  pining  after  grenery,  the  want  of  wbieh  prevailed 
to  an  extent,  that  would  have  broken  the  heart  of  Leigh  Hvnt 
and  five  hundred  other  pastorals  of  Hampstead  and  the  adjaeut 
parishes.  We  may  also  have  related  some  anecdotes  of  thebenefils 
of  Booth^A  cordial, — of  the  comforts  of  a  cabin.when  the  thermeme- 
ter  in  the  open  air  was  50^  below  zeroj—- of  flour->tuba  filled  with 
Esquimaux  dresses,  which  by  this  time  have  reverted  to  the  ori- 

*  On  this  mibjeot  we  refr«t  that  we  have  exposed  ourselves  to  the  anunadver- 
sion  of  some  of  the  iodiTiduals^  who  sailed  with  Captain  Ross  in  his  last  expedi- 
tion, as  regarding  our  narrative  of  the  dreadful  encounter  of  the  gallant  captain 
with  a  bear,  as  related  by  himself  and  in  which,  but  for  his  fine  display  of  ooiir- 
age  and  presence  of  mind,  he  would  not  have  lived  to  lionise  in  his  native  oountrj 
We  considered  that  every  part  of  the  narrative,  as  written  by  us,  was  founded  on 
truth.  Great  were  then  our  surprise  and  oonfusion,  when  the  information  was 
lately  transmitted  to  us,  that  on  the  return  of  the  men  to  the  tent,  in  whieh  tiw  life 
of  Capt.  Ross  had  been  placed  in  such  extreme  jeopardy,  a  diligent  search  was 
made  for  the  fbotsteps  of  the  bear  5  but,  wonderful  to  relate,  not  a  single  one  could 
\»  founds  eitiier  on  the  roof  of  the  tent  or  in  its  vicinity.  We  must  therefore  leave 
the  publie  to  take  whichever  version  they  like  of  the  affair,  and  to  decide  wlietlier 
Capt,  Ross  saw  the  bear  in  reality,  or  in  a  dream. 
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gxsml  ownarfl,^ — of  ihe  great  advantages  of  a  steam-engine  in  the 
midst  of  a  floe  of  ice,  and  of  the  incalculable  benefit  of  the  pro- 
noon  toe,  when  speaking  ot  the  discoTeries  of  other  people. 
These,  and  many  other  things,  we  acknowledge  onrseWes  gailtj- 
of  haring  committed,  but  we  did  not  expect  that  we  should  have 
been  taunted,  for  the  neglect  and  indifference,  which  we  have 
shown  for  the  valuable  and  important  discoveries  during  the 
embedding  of  Captain  Ross,  for  the  period  of  three  years  within 
the  regions  of  thick-ribbed  ice  ;  and  moreover  for  the  occasional 
ridicule,  which  we  have  presumed  to  throw  over  some  of  the 
most  memorable  actions  of  the  expedition. 

In  regard  to  the  doubts  which  we  expressed,  respecting  the 
discovery  of  the  true-  position  of  the  magnetic  pole,  we  have  been 
favoured  with  an  official  communication  from  a  member  of  the 
Royal  Society,  transmitting  us  a  copy  of  the  Memoir  on  the 
Position  of  THEMAnNmc  Pole,  as  drawn  up  by  Commander 
Ross,  and  read  to  the  fellows  of  the  Society  on  the  19th  December 
1^88,  accompanied  at  the  same  time  with  the  request,  that  we 
would  either  incorporate  it  with  the  present  work,  or  publish  it  in 
a  future  edrtion.  The  latter  not  being  feasible,  from  the  manner 
in  which  the  work  is  published,  no  ether  alternative  was  left  for  us 
than  to  reject  it  altogether,  (the  whole  of  the  work  having  gone 
to  press,)  or  to  give  it  to  the  public  in  a  Supplemental  Part.  In 
justice  to  the  highly  talented  individual  by  whom  the  memoir 
was  drawn  up,  and  that  the  publie  might  be  put  in  possession  of 
the  most  genuine  and  authentic  information  regarding  the  most 
important  of  all  the  discoveries,  which  were  made  during  the 
whole  of  the  expadition,  we  resolved  to  adopt  the  latter  plan, 
especially  as  in  that  very  memoir,  the  opinion,  which  we  have 
expressed  in  the  body  of  the  work,  touching  the  participation  o« 
even  interference  of  Capt.  Ross  in  any  of  the  principal  disco- 
veries, is  Iblly  corroborated,  as  well  as  the  erroneous  statements 
which  were  given  by  him  to  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, as  fcHT  as  regarded  the  discovery  of  the  position  of  the 
magnetic  pole. 

Although   it  immediately,  transpired,    after    the    arrival    of 
Capt.  Ross,  that  the  avowed  purpose  of  the  expedition  had  not 
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been  fulfilled,  jet  in  the  letter  addressed  by  him  to  the  Hon^* 
George  Elliot,  secretary  to  the  Admiralty,  the  public  were  given 
to  understand,  that  certain  discoveries  had  been  made,  highly 
important  to  science,  the  crown  of  which  was,  **the  placing  the 
illustrious  name  of  our  most  gracious  sovereign  on  the  true 
position  of  the  magnetic  pole." 

In  strict  conformity  with  the  documents,  with  which  we  were 
furnished  for  the  compilation  of  the  last  voyage  of  Captain  Ross, 
and  from  the  concurrent  testimony  of  several  individuals  engaged 
in  the  expedition,  we  were  led  to  form  the  opinion,  that  the  true 
position  of  the  magnetic  pole  had  not  been  discovered,  with  that 
certainty  and  accuracy  as  were  announced  by  Capt.  Ross,  in 
his  letter  to  the  Hon.  George  Elliot ;  or,  at  all  events,  that  be 
himself  had  little  or  nothing  to  do  with  the  discovery,  even  to  the 
extent  to  which  it  was  carried.  By  a  reference  to  the  examina- 
tion of  Capt  Ross  before  the  committee  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, the  members  of  that  committee  could  not,  from  the 
guarded  answers  that  were  given  by  him,  arrive  at  any  other  con- 
clusion, than  that  he  himself  had  been  instrumental  in  the  dis- 
covery, and  that  the  information  which  he  gave  them  was  derived 
from  his  own  knowledge  and  experience. 

In  order,  however,  perfectly  to  understand  the  statements,  as 
given  by  Capt.  Ross  and  Commander  Ross,  and  to  reconcile  the 
difference  of  the  two  accounts,  as  well  as  to  determine  to  which 
of  the  two  the  merit  of  the  discovery  belongs,  we  will,  in  the  first 
instance,  give  the  statement  of  Capt.  Ross,  as  it  was  explained  by 
him  in  his  answers  to  the  Commons'  committee. 

In  the  filst  question,  he  is  asked  if  ^'  The  position  of  the  mag- 
netic pole  had  already  been  determined  by  previous  observa- 
tion ?" — "  Yes,  by  previous  information ;  by  our  own  observation 
we  had  determined  we  were  within  a  very  short  distance^  where 
the  ship  was,  from  the  magnetic  pole.  By  continuing  those 
observations,  we  arrived  at  the  spot.'" 

In  a  subsequent  part  of  the  examination,  we  admitted  that  ire 
were  not  within  forty  miles  of  it.  When  the  memoir  of  Com- 
mander Ross  is  given,  it  will  be  seen  that  we  were  not  within 
nearly  double  that  distance. 
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Questions  52-3,  "  Before  you  reached  that  spot,  what  was  the 
greatest  variation  of  the  compass?"—"  We  were  then  at  a  variation 
of  90  degrees  westerly ;  previously  to  that,  we  had  been  180  de- 
grees; we  passed  round  it;  which-ever  way  we  passed  it, as  we 
passed  round  it,  the  compass  turned  towards  it  horizontallv,  and 
when  we  were  to  the  north  or  south  of  it,  we  turned  a  variation 
of  180  degrees.  When  we  were  east  or  west,  our  variation  was 
90  degrees.'' 

"  Within  what  area  do  you  conceive  you  have  reduced  the 
situation  of  the  magnetic  pole  ?'* — **  One  mile.'" 

We  will  here  just  quote  that  part  of  the  memoir  of  Comman- 
der Ross,  which  relates  to  the  area  within  which  the  position  of 
the  magnetic  pole  has  been  reduced,  and  which  will  go  a  great 
way  to  confirm  the  opinion,  which  we  promulgated,  that  Capt. 
Ross  himself  knew  little  about  the  matter. 

*'  To  complete  the  observations  on  the  intensity  of  the  mag- 
netic force,  and  the  various  experiments  which  were  made,  and 
which  it  is  unnecessary  here  to  notice,  occupied  the  whole  of 
the  time  that  I  could  devote  to  that  purpose ;  and  although  there 
IS  a  difference,  amounting  to  several  minutes,  in  the  different 
observations  made  in  the  same  direction  of  the  needle,  yet  the 
resultant  mean  dip  of  the  three  directions  in  which  they  were  ob- 
tained, placed  us  as  near  to  the  magnetic  pole  as,  with  our  limited 
means,  we  were  able  to  determine.  And  although  it  cannot  but 
be  a  rough  approximation,  yet  it  is  hardly  possible  to  be  more  than 
a  few  miles  from  the  exact  position.  It  was  at  any  rate  q  iite  im- 
possible for  us  to  know,now  that  the  horizontal  needle  had  ceased 
to  act»  in  whatever  direction  to  proceed,  for  the  purpose  of 
approaching  it  more  nearly ;  for,  in  order  to  determine  its  exact 
position,  the  co-operation  of  severed  observers  placed  at  some  dis- 
tance in  various  directions  of  its  position  would  be  necessary.^ 

After  the  lust  able  and  scientific  exposition  of  Commander 
Ross,  it  is  scarcely  necessary  to  inquire  into  the  quantum  of  truth 
which  lies  in  the  answer  of  Capt.  Ross,  that  the  area  in  which  the 
position  of  the  magnetic  pole  had  been  reduced  to  was  a  mile. 

Desisting  at  present  from  entering  into  any  further  discussion, 
ns  to  the  subject  of  the  position  of  ilie  inagnct'x;  pole,  wc  consider 
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ic  necessarjf  for  the  more  complete  comprehension  of  the  subject 
in  all  its  relative  bearings,  to  trace  the  extent  of  the  scientific 
abjects  that  were  grained  bj  the  expedition,  and  thence  arrive  at 
the  true  standard  at  which  it  ought  to  appear  in  the  public 
opinion.  Relying  upon  the  veracity  and  authenticity  of  the 
sources  from  which  our  information  was  drawn,  we,  from  the  very 
outset  of  the  worlc,  hesitated  not  to  express  our  most  decided 
opinion,  that  the  value  of  the  discoveries  so  vaunted  by  Capt» 
Ross,  in  bu official  letter  to  Capt.  Elliot, was  to  science  in  general 
of  very  small  amount ;  and  that  had  it  not  been  that  Commander  * 
Ross  accompanied  nhe  expedition,  the  general  result  of  the  voy- 
age would  have  been  more  insignificant  and  worthless  than  that 
by  which  any  of  the  former  Arctic  voyages  had  beeo  4istin«^ 
guitihed.  To  the  discovery  of  the  continent  and  isthmus  of 
Boothia  Felix,  we  attach  oeariy  the  same  consequence  as  to  the 
discovery  of  Sancho  Panza's  island  of  Barratariai  and  we  have  no 
reason  to  doubt,  that  it  is  still  to  be  found  in  existence  some* 
where  about  the  Tdd  degree  of  north  latitude ;  although  we  are 
acquainted  with  those  belonging  to  the  expedition,  who  have 
some  faint  remembrance  of  Capt.  Ross  once  going  on  shore,  and 
sticking  up  a  pole,  with  a  bit  of  red  bunting  appended  to  it,  and 
the  report  was  then  ourrent,  that  he  had  been  acting  in  the  cha-> 
racter  of  a  godfather  to  die  territory,  which  was  hereafter  and 
for  ever  more  to  bear  the  latinised  name  of  his  generous  and 
patriotic  friend.  It  may,  however,  be  said  to  be  almost  beyond 
the  range  of  probability,  that  it  will  ever  be  trodden  again  by  a 
European  foot,  and  that  even  as  an  addition  to  our  geographical 
knowledge,  the  intelligence  which  Capt.  Rosa  has  brought  home 
with  him,  respecting  its  situation,  extent,  and  natural  produotioDS« 
is  of  so  vague  and  indefinite  a  character,  as  to  render  it  m  task 
of  no  small  difficulty  to  future  geographers  to  know  in  what  h»o« 
uer  to  describe  it.  In  regard  to  his  discovery  of  a  number  of 
islands,  rivers,  and  lakes,  according  to  his  statement  in  his  letter 

•  We  are  well  aware,  at  the  dme  wheo  we  are  writing  these  |)H«s»  th«t  Con* 
mander  Ross  has  received  from  the  Admiralty  hb  well-earned  pvomotioo;  hot  to 
distinguish  him  as  Capt.  Ro«s  would  lead  to  a  misunderstanding  as  to  wbieh  of 
the  two  officers  we  alluded. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


8UPPLB1I£NT.  7 

to  Capt  Elliot,  we  doubt  not  that  such  a  discovery  may  have 
been  made  in  the  vicinity  of  the  continent  of  Boothia,  as  we  are 
scarcely  aware  of  any  continent  without  a  river,  nor  an  inlet  of 
the  sea,  in  which  some  islands  are  not  to  be  fonnd.     In  regard, 
however,  to  the  islands,  the  discovery  was  forced  upon  him,  much 
against  his  will,  for  the  Victory  got  so  jammed  in  between  them, 
that  she  never  coald  be  afterwards  extricated ;  in  fact,  so  great 
was  the  number  of  the  islands,  that  if  the  value  of  the  discoveries 
» to  be  estimated  by  the  extent  of  the  number  discovered,  the  islands 
will  certainly  stand  first  on  the  list,  for  according  to  the  statement 
of  several  of  the  crew  of  the  Victory,  that  part  of  Prince  Regent's 
Inlet,  in  which  the  Victory  wintered,  bears  the  complete  character 
of  an  archipelago*  There  was  scarcely  a  tract  of  land,  which  pre- 
sented the  appearance  of  a  continent,  which,  on  a  more  minute 
examination,  was  not  found  to  be  an  island ;  in  fact,  it  was  the 
land  being  so  frequently  intersected  with  water,  that  threw  the 
greatest  obstacle  in  the  way  of  Commander  Ross  from  pursuing 
his  scientific  discoveries,  to  that  extent  which  his  talents  and 
perseverance  would  have  otherwise  accomplished.     Capt.  Ross 
certainly  speaks  largely  of  his  discovery  of  the  breeding- place 
of  the  whales;  and  so  great  was  the  credulity  of  the  members  of 
the  committee  of  the  House  of  Commons,  who  were  appointed 
to  ascertain  the  extent  of  the  claim  of  Capt.  Ross  to  £5,000  o( 
the  public  money,  that  if,  in  addition  to  the  discovery  of  the 
breeding-place  of  the  whales,  he  had  informed  them  that  he  had 
discovered  the  very  whale  in  which  Jonah,  in  former  times,  took 
up  bis  lodging  for  three  days,  it  would  have  been  thrown  in  as  a 
very  ponderous  item  into  the  scale  of  his  professional  services. 
It  must,  however,  be  observed,  that  according  to  Capt.  Ross' 
own  admission,  the  survey  of  the  creeks  where  the  whales  resort 
to  breed,  was  performed  by  him  after  he  had  joined  the  Isabella. 
This  statement,  however,  ought  to  have  excited  some  doubts  in 
the  minds  of  the  sapient  interrogators  of  the  committee;  for 
Capt.  Humphreys  knew  his  own  business  too  well,  and  was  too 
much  alive  to  the  interests  of  his  employers,  than  to  lose  sight  of 
the  actual  object  of  his  voyage,  merely  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
veying Capt.  Ross  into  any  creek  or  harbour,  which  he  might 
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find  it  to  be  his  inclination  to  survey.  There  is  further  very 
little  doubt,  that  the  breeding-places  of  the  whales  were  known 
to  the  majority  of  the  captains  of  whaling  ships,  long  before 
Capt.  Ross  made  his  debut  in  the  Arctic  seas,  or  before  he  took 
upon  himself  the  character  of  principal  buffoon  in  his  serio-tra- 
gico-farcico-comico  pantomime  of  the  Discoverer  of  the  Magnetic 
Pole. 

If,  however,  we  direct  our  attention  to  the  different  subjects 
of  scientific  research,  as  forming  the  chief  objects  of  the  expedi- 
tion, we  shall  find,  that  in  whatever  progress  was  made  towards 
their  attainment,  the  talents  and  exertions  of  Capt.  Ross  were 
very  seldom  called  into  action  ;  at  the  same  time  that  his  answers 
to  the  questions  put  to  him  by  the  members  of  the  Commons* 
committee,  are  so  dexterously  and  scottisUy  worded,  as  to  lead 
them  to  believe  that  his  brow  only  is  entitled  to  wear  the  laurel. 

Thus,  according  to  the  59th  question,  he  is  asked,  ^'  Do  you  con* 
ceive  yourself  to  have  attained  any  other  scientific  object?"  "Yes, 
I  have  brought  with  me  a  table  of  meteorological  statements, 
first  stating  the  direction  of  the  wind,  its  force,  the  state  of  the 
weather,  and  the  height  of  the  thermometer  every  hour  for  three 
years,  at  nearly  the  same  spot,  which  is  considered  a  very  great 
desideratum,  as  you  will  "be  able  to  compare  it  with  the  temper- 
ature of  other  parts  of  the  globe/' 

The  manner  in  which  he  evades  the  gist  of  this  question,  is  at 
once  obvious  ;  be  is  asked,  '*  Do  you  conceive  yourself  to  have 
attained,^'  &c.  i  To  which  he  does  not  reply  that  he  had  or  had 
not  attained  any  particular  object ;  but  he  merely  states,  that  he 
brought  home  with  him  a  meteorological  journal,  on  the  same 
principle  that  he  also  brought  home  with  him  some  bear  skins; 
but  if  the  acquisition  of  these  skins  had  depended  upbn  his 
shooting  the  animals,  whose  carcasses  they  covered,  it  scitrcely 
amounts  to  a  question  whether  he  would  have  had  any  skins  to 
exhibit  at  all. 

Capt.  Ross  is  subsequently  asked, ''  Who  had  the  charge  of  the 
meteorological  journal  ?"  and  he  answers, "  Mr.  Thorn,  to  whom  it 
was  principally  entrusted  ;  and  by  that  officer  the  men  were 
iaugkt  regularly  to  look  at  the  thermometer  every  hour,  to  note 
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the  windy  its  directioui  its  force,  and  also  the  state  of  the  wea^ 
th^r«  and  insert  it  in  a  log-book,  kept  for  that  purpose,  every 
hour  during  the  whole  three  years  that  they  were  employed  on 
the  expedition.  Thus,  Capt.  Ross  is  completely  absolved  from 
all  participation  in  the  keeping  or  arrangement  of  the  meteoro« 
logical  journal,  and  therefore  as  far  as  that  science  is  concerned, 
the  personal  acquirements  of  Capt.  Ross  are  of  no  account  what- 
ever. 

In  regard  to  the  sciences,  Capt.  Ross  is  asked,  "  Are  there  any 
other  parts  connected  with  science,  which  you  would  wish  to 
state  r*  He  answers,  **  There  is  also  a  full  account  of  the  geo- 
logy, natural  history,  and  botany,  which  is  principally  done  by 
Commander  Ross." 

"  What  were  the  botanical  discoveries  you  made  ?" — "  Small 
plants,  incident  to  all  those  climates.  1  think  there  are  three 
new  ones,  which  spring  up  just  for  one  month  in  the  year.  In 
the  month  of  August  they  are  seen.'' 

Thus  it  is  evident,  that,  as  far  as  the  knowledge  of  Capt.  Ross 
extends,  and  even  that  is  in  a  certain  degree  based  on  conjecture, 
the  disoveries  in  botany  extend  no  further  than  to  three  new  spe- 
cimens ;  we  are,  however, enabled  to  state,  that  Capt.^Ross  knew 
no  more  of  the  extent  of  the  botanical  discoveries  than  Pootwut- 
yuk,  the  Esquimaux;  but  the  committee  were  satisfied  with  his 
answers,  and  it  is  an  undoubted  fact,  that  Capt.  Ross  could  not 
have  been  otherwise  than  satisfied  with  the  questions  that  were 
put  to  him,  for  the  greater  part  of  them  were  negative,  or  so 
couched,  that  even  a  much  less  skilful  fencer  than  Capt.  Ross 
showed  himself  to  be,  would  not  have  experienced  any  great 
difficulty  in  parrying  tnem. 

Consistently  strong,  however,  as  we  ipay  have  been  in  our 
animaaversions  on  the  general  merits  of  the  last  voyage  of  Capt. 
Ross,  we  have  the  satisfaction  to  think  that  we  have  been  fully 
warranted  in  the  strictures  in  which  we  have  indulged,  respecting 
the  success  with  which  the  expedition  has  been  attended,  as  well 
as  the  manner  in  which  it  was  conducted  by  the  individual  who 
had  the  principal  command  of  it  That  our  opinion,  however, 
31.  i 
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\s.  i;iot  a  solitary  one,  and  that  it  stands  confirmed  hj  indi^idoaU 
who  hold  a  high  rank  in  the  nayal  service  of  the  coun^ry^  we 
transcribe  one  of  the  letters  received  o^  the  subject ;  abstaining, 
(roip  v^ry  obvious  reasons,  from  affixing  the  ni^me  of  the  writer. 


Southsea  Common^  Portsea, 
Sir,  Mth  Dec.  1884 

As  an  ipdividu^il  much  initerested  in  Arctic  voyages,  I  have  to 
thank  you  for  publishing  the  account  of  Capt.  Ross'  last  voyage.  1 
have  read  the  thirteen  parts  published,  and  never  was  such  an  ex- 
posure  of  quackery  and  humbug; — ^things  proper  to  be  so  served. 
Accident  not  long  since  threw  the  work  in  my  way,  and  I  have 
shown  them  to  several  gentlemen,  and  also  ms^ny  naval  oflScers, 
who  think  it  but  due  to  yourself  to  suggest  that  you  make  it 
more  kno\yn,  and  recommend  most  strongly,  that  you  send  the 
parts  to  the  editor  of  the  United  Service  Journal,  who  will  doubt- 
less have  it  reviewed  in  that  work,  for  the  information  of  the 
profession, 

1  aq»,  Sir. 

Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

W.  J.  B. 

R.  N. 


Having  thus  far  discussed  the  question  of  the  va^ue  of  tke  ex- 
peditiun,  in  regard  to  its  sjoionti^  attainments,  and  the  paitici- 
pation  which  Capt.  Rose  had  imm^du^tely  with  them,  we  shall 
proceed  to  the  great  and  important  point,  viz.  the  discovery  of 
the  true  positio9  of  the  magnetic  pole,  oomoienciag  with  an 
h^torical  and  scientific  accou^it  of  the  difbreat  discoveries  in 
inag;n^tiam,  and  their  ultimate  effect  on  the  dieeovery  erf  the 
tfue  position  of  the  o^^gnetic  p^le. 
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III  ord«r  to  show  the  ineompatibiliiy  of  the  observed  laws  of 
OifiVretiittial^niagDetUiii  with  the  fsuppositioti  of  the  earth  itself  be* 
iDg  ft  ma^et,  and  at  the  same  time  their  accordance  with  the 
iaw8>  which  appertain  to  a  body  whose  magnetism  is  induced 
by  electricity,  it  will  bfe  necesnary  to  trace  a  retrospective  view 
of  the  several  discoveries  which  have  been  made  connected  with 
these  subjects,  since  the  commencement  of  the  present  century, 
and  particnhrly  within  the  last  ten  or  twelve  years ;  ^t  the  same 
time  it  will  not  be  iminteresting,  nor  by  ahy  means  devoid  of 
instmctioh,  to  trace  the  source  of  the  discovery  of  thd  magnet  to 
the  very  period  when  a  further  light  has  been  thrown  upon  it,  by 
the  discoveries  of  Commander  Ross  on  the  actually  supposed 
position  bf  the  magnetic  pole. 

It  would  be  here  to  little  purpo^  to  inquire  particularly 
whether  the  magnet  had  its  name  from  the  shepherd  Magnus, 
who,  as  Nicander  and  Pliny  affirm,  discovered  it  Upon  Mount 
Ida,  by  the  iron  of  bis  crook,  and  the  nails  in  his  shoes,  or 
whether  it  was  so  titled  from  Magnesia,  that  part  of  Lydia,  where, 
according  to  Lucretius,  it  was  first  found.  The  Grecians,  indeed, 
who  were  acquainted  with  the  various  names  it  then  went  by, 
and  likewise  with  its  attractive  property,  have  sometimes  called 
it  siderites,  from  oih^oi,  iron ;  but  more  frequently  the  Heraclean 
fitone,  from  the  city  of  Heraclea,  in  Magnesia ;  and  Snellius  may 
be  right  in  saying  that  Euripides  was  the  first  vi^ho  gave  it  the 
name  of  magnes,  though  Sophocles  calls  it  lapis  Lydius. 

With  respect  to  the  properties  of  the  magnet,  Father  Kircher 
endeavors  to  prove,  that  its  attraction  was  known  to*the  Hebrews, 
and  from  Plutarch,  it  seetns  to  appear  that  the  Egyptians  were 
not  igrnorint  of  it.  Pythagoras,  Ptolemy,  Hippocrates,  Empe- 
docles,  Demoeritus,  Leuoippus,  Epicurus,  and  many  more  of  the 
aneients,  knew  and  admired  this  wonderful  property  of  the 
magneu  It  wits  on  account  of  this  quality  that  Thales  and 
Anaxagoras  gave  it  a  soul ;  and  Plato,  who  called  it  the  stone  of 
Hercules^  said  that  the  cause  of  its  attraction  #ii8  divine. 

The  discovery  of  the  verlicity  of  directive  property  of  the 
inaghet  oi*  loadstone,  and  the  communication  of  that  verticity  to 
iron  or,  in  other  words,  the  invention  of  the  mariner^s  eompast^ 
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though  only  a  consequence  of  tne  former  property,  appears  to  be 
but  of  modem  date.  It  is  indeed  pretended,  that  t\ie  eastern  na- 
tions were  well  acquainted  with  the  property  of  the  magnet, 
long  before  the  Europeans  had  learned  any  thing  about  it.  Some 
allege,  that  Solomon  knew  the  use  of  the  compass,  and  that  there- 
by he  was  enabled  to  send  his  mariners  to  Piru,  which  was  then 
called  Parvaim  and  Ophir*  Other  authors  affiim,  that  the 
Chinese  about  that  time,  or  even  earlier  than  the  days  of  Solo- 
mon, were  acquainted  with  this  most  useful  property  of  the 
magnet.  This,  however,  has  been  much  doubted,  although  it  is 
spoken  of  both  in  Duhold*s  History  of  China,  and  the  learned 
RenaudoVs  dissertation  on  the  Chinese  sciences. 

Flavius  Bond  affirms,  that,  on  or  about  the  year  1302,  one 
John  Goia,  a  noble  citizen  of  Amalphi,  a  town  of  Principato  in 
the  kingdom  of  Naples,  first  discovered  the  mariner^s  compass ; 
and  for  this  he  quotes  the  following  verse  from  Antony  of  Pa- 
lermo, recorded  by  the  Neapolitan  historians : — 
**  Primo  dedit  nautis  usttm  magnetU  Amalphi.'* 

The  arms  of  the  territory  of  Principato  has,  it  seems,  been  ever 
since  a  mariner^s  compass.  It  has  also,  with  equal  confidence^ 
been  asserted,  that  Marco  Paulo,  the  Venetian,  learned  the  use  of 
the  mariner's  compass  from  the  Chinese,  and  that  he  first  made 
it  known  in  Italy,  about  the  year  1260 ;  but  this  most  evidently 
be  a  mistake,  for  we  find  in  Purchas^  Pilgrims,  that  Marco  Paulo 
did  not  set  out  on  his  journey  to  China  before  the  year  126^, 
nor  did  he  return  before  the  year  1295.  It  appears,  however, 
from  some  existing  documents,  that  the  directive  property  of  the 
magnet,  and  the  communication  of  that  property  to  iron,  was 
known  in  Europe  before  that  time,  though  to  all  probabilitv  H 
was  not  used  in  navigation  until  some  time  afterwards  woi^h 
may  be  very  reas^jably  attributed  to  the  clumsy  way  of  suspencK 
ing  the  magnetic  needle,  which  was  at  first  used.t 

*  See  Pineda,  de  Keo&s  Solomonis.  lib.  iv.  c.  19. 

t  The  assertion  of  Dr.  Wallis  seems  to  be  well  founded,  yIs.  that  the  magoetia 
'^eedla  Or  compass  was  brought  to  perfection  by  gradual  steps  andl  partial  !■• 
provaments,  and  that  to  these,  tl.o  English  may  claim  a  considerable  share;  lodeed 
St  must  be  allowed,  that  they  have  brought  the  manufacture  of  instruments  t4^ 
greater  perfection  than  any  otfatcr  people  in  t!ic  world. 
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Gassendus  adduces,  as  an  argument  of  the  French  haTing 
been  the  inventors  of  the  compasa,  that  the  north  point  ig  aU 
ways  marked  with  a  fleur  de  lis.  As  to  the  pretence  of  Ooro« 
piuSy  that  the  compass  must  be  the  invention  of  the  Danes,  Dutch 
or  Oermans,  because  the  thirty-two  points  of  it  are  written  and 
pronounced  m  the  Dutch  or  Teutonic  language,  has  no  better 
grounds  than  the  English  claim  from  the  words  compass  or  box. 
Vincentius  Belluacensis,  and  Albertus  Magnus,  who  lived  about 
the  year  1245,  as  well  as  Livious  Lemnius,  make  mention  of  the 
direction  of  the  poles  of  the  magnet,  as  is  seen  from  a  tract  de 
lapidibuSf  which  has  been  attributed  to  Aristotle,  but  is  supposed 
to  have  been  the  work  of  some  Arabian  author,  a  little  or  about 
their  own  time,  which  tract  has  been  since  lost. 

Francis  Gabius,  a  Jesuit  of  Ferrara,  says  that  the  first  thing  he 
knows  professedly  written  on  the  direction  or  verticity  of  the 
magnet^  was  an  epistle  of  Petrus  Peregrinus  Gallus,  about  the 
latter  end  of  the  thirteenth  century,  and  that  the  peregrinations  of 
this  same  Peter,  in  magnetical  philosophy,  were  not  far  from  the 
truth.  A  few  years  after,  this  epistle  was  clandestinely  altered, 
and  in  some  degree  mutilated,  by  one  John  Tasnier,  who  pub- 
lished it  in  his  own  name,  under  the  title  of  Opusculum  perpetua 
memoria  dignissimum  de  natura  et  effectibus  magneiis.  Some 
authors  of  note  affirm,  that  this  Petrus  Peregrinus  was  no  other 
than  an  assumed  name  of  the  English  friar  Bacon,  who  flourished 
in  the  thirteenth  century. 

Amongst  the  manuscripts  of  the  university  of  Leyden  there  is 
a  volume  containing  many  scientific  tracts,  one  of  which  is  a  letter 
of  Peter  Adsiger,  which  is  dated  in  the  year  1269,  and  contains 
an  account  of  almost  all  the  properties  of  the  magnet,  as  they  are 
known  at  the  present  day.  The  attraction,  repulsion,  directive 
property  of  the  magnet,  the  communication  of  those  properties 
to  iron,  the  construction  of  the  azimuth  conipass,  the  use  of  the 
magnetic  needle,  and  the  variation,  are  explicitly  laid  down  in  a 
curious  letter,  which  is  entitled,  Epistola  Petri  Adsigerii,  in 
eignationibus  naturcB  magneiis^  and  published  by  Cavallo,  iu  the 
^eond  edition  of  his  treatise  on  magnetism. 

The  important  discovery  of  the  inclination  or  dip  of  the  mag- 
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netie  neeilk  wiis  nitde  about  the  year  U76^  bj  RA^isrt  Norman^ 
a  eompassiAinaker,  realding^  ia  WappiDg,  who,  in  1580)  published 
a  paAiptiiet^  entitled^  ^'  The  tievre  Attraetive,6kowin^  the  Natoret 
Ph>peirliei  and  manifold  Vertues  of  the  Ldadstone,  with  the  De* 
olinatioa  of  the  Needle  Ihereirith  under  the  Ptaine  of  the  Horl- 
200^  Found  out  and  discovered  by  Robeit  Nonhah/^  The  sole 
credit  of  the  dtscorerj  iras  awai'ded  to  hiih  by  D^.  Gilbert  and 
Mr.  Williato  Burrows,  cotemporary  writers  bn  the  subject  of 
m^Aetismw  "  The  newe  Attraetire"  was  dedicated  to  Mr.  Bar- 
rOwi^  atid  Dr.  Gilbert  speaks  of  the  author,  in  the  following 
t^mstuu*'  This  is  that  Robert  Norman,  that  skHful  seaman  and 
ibgeftious  a#tificOri  Wh6  first  fbund  the  incHnation  of  the  tnag^netic 
needle.'' 

Nem^n  thus  d^dHbes  *'  by  what  means  the  rare  atid  strange 
deelihing  of  tire  fie§dl&  from  the  plane  of  the  horizon  wa^  fiM 
foatiA.'^ 

<*  Having  ttiad^  m&hy  and  divers  cotnpasses,  and  using  always 
to  finish  aad  tod  th^tti  befdre  f  touched  the  needle,  t  found  con* 
tihually,  that,  after  I  had  touched  the  iron  with  the  stone,  that 
presently  the  north  point  thereof  would  bend  or  decline  down- 
waMs  under  ih<»  horizon  in  Mne  quantity,  in  so  much  that  to  the 
fly  of  the  ootttpliss,  which  before  was  made  equal,  [  was  still  c6n« 
strained  to  put  soitee  small  piece  of  wire  on  the  south  part  there- 
of, to  counterpoise  this  declining,  and  to  make  it  equal  again.'* 

'^  Which  effect  having  many  times  passed  my  hands,  witiiout 
any  great  regartl  thereunto,  as  ignorant  of  any  sudi  property  in 
the  stone,  and  not  before  having  heard  nor  read  b{  any  sack 
matter :  it  chanced  at  length  thkt  there  came  to  lAy  bahds,  ttii 
instrument  ib  be  made  with  a  needle  of  rix  indies  lodg»  tHiidh 
needle  after  I  had  polished,  out  of  a  just  lengtfi,  tod  m^de  16 
stand  level  upon  the  pin,  M>  that  nothing  restied  bui  oiily  tfee 
toifching  of  it  with  the  Stone ;  When  t  bad  touched  the  same,  pto* 
sently  the  north  part  thereof  declined  down,  m  sueb  sort,  tb&t 
being  constrained  to  cat  away  some  of  that  part  t6  nlake  it  eqiifeil 
againn  in  the  end  I  cut  it  too  short,  and  so  spoiled  the  needle^ 
whereon  I  Lad  taken  so  much  pains.  Hereby  being  struck  iiita 
some  choler,  I  applied  myself  to  seek  further  into  this  eflect^  and 
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•vr^ing  oertaiD  learned  and  ea^per^  men,  my  friend^,  acquaii^te4 
\r\  this  mf^tteir,  thej  advised  m^  to  frame  an  iI^truI^eD^  ta  m^kei 
sm^  e3(aet  trial  bqw  mMch  the  needle  touched  by  the  stpne^  vv;quI4 
d-'clin^,  or  what  greatest  angle  it  would  make.  wUh  t|i^  plape  of 
tl^  horizon* 

' '  Seeing  that  it  i$  man  iJEest  taat  there  i^  a  declining  of  the  ^e^4Ie» 
an4  th?tt  t}^  same  ia  not  caused  by  aiiy  pon4erw  qr  we^btj 
matters  in  the  virtue  received  from  the  stone,  it  may  be  demAndei4, 
by  wba^  means  this  declining  or  elevation  b^tppenetb,  ^  in 
which  fif  tlie  twQ  points  consist^  the  action  qp  cs^usc  th^r^/f 

*<  Perf^dventure  yo«\  will  s}ay,  ^s  otbars  have  imagined^  iij^^  ^ 
^  ii^  the  filq^^h  point  qf  the  needle,  eli^vate^  by  the  attf active  vJr-^ 
tue  of  spme  point  of  the  heavens  th^t  way.  Perchance  yqu  will 
v4eld  it  r^^the^  tp  be  iq  the  north  point  of  the  Boedl^  tfhicb  by 
some  attractive  point  in  the  earth  or  in  the  heavenS|  bejrojid,  the 
earth  th9>t  wfiy,  is  drawn  down  and  caused  to  decline;  and  i^  de- 
clfniBg,  ef  aecefisity  i^^  other  soi^th  point  opposite  mvst.  need;?  J^e 

lifted  up, 

'<  Your  reason  tqwardsthe  earth  carvieth  so9ie  prohl^hitity)  hut 
in  prove  .there  be  no  aUractive  or  drawing  property  in  ^either 
of  those  two  parts,  then  is  the  attractive  point  lost,  ^qd  f^^Isely 
caUe4  the  point  attractive.  But  because  there  is  a  cert^i^  point 
that  tb^  neeijle  ^1  vays  ne^pecteth  or  sbeweth  to  be  void,  ^^^  with^ 
ouUny  attr-^ptivq  pTOP^^y*  i»  ™y  judgment,  tbi^  pointj  q^ght. 
rather  to  be  called  the  point  respeqtive. 

^*  Aqd  further,  if  it  niay  be  proved  that  there  is  no  altr&pt^we  or 
dewing  power  in  that  point,  th^  power  and  aotioo,  ip  tjbajt  point 
oon/leinp^d,  then  of  necessity  the  power  aqd  property,  <itbqut, 
any  external  cause  remaineth  only  ip,  the  stone,  aqd  i^ft^r  the 
neqdle  being  touched  with  it,  having  the  sana^  power  ap,cl  pro^ 
pf^rty  in  it  tbi^t  the  stqne  h^th  m  ev^ry  respect. 

''  Now,  af  the  needle  hath  this  apparent  property  ip  decliniqg 
qn4w  tbp  horiaqn,  to  show  the  point  reapectjvo,  so  it  i?  inost  m^ 
nifest  that  in  declining  it  hath  a  property  in  Taryiqg  pr  departing 
from  the  poles,  eveiv  as  the  point  respective  opeqetb  or  ^hc^w^^l^ 
a  greater  of  lesser  distance  between  the  said  ppint  resp^tiv^  ^94 
the  pole  or  «letree  of  the  e^rth ;  and  this  departing  ia  eSjUe^  ikf 
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variation  of  the  needle.  This  variation,  however,  is  no  other 
thing  than  a  certain  part  or  portion  of  a  circle  contained  be- 
tween two  straight  lines,  proceeding  both  from  one  centre, 
which  may  be  imagined  to  be  the  centre  of  the  needle,  and  from 
thence  both  extending  and  going  directly  forth,  one  to  the  pole 
or  axletree  of  the  world,  and  the  other  to  the  point  respective ; 
and  this  part  of  a  circle  contained  betwixt  these  two  lines  is  said 
to  be  variation. 

*'  And  further,  it  is  here  to  be  noted,  that  always  these  two 
lines  have  two  right  lines  cutting  them  directly  in  the  centre  of 
the  needle ;  the  one  of  them  crossing  the  meridian  at  right 
angles  in  the  centre  of  the  needle,  is  the  true  east  and  west  of 
the  world ;  and  the  other  crossing  the  line  respective  at  right 
angles,  is  the  false  east  and  west  that  the  varying  needle  or 
compass  showeth. 

"  This  variation  is  judged  by  divers  travellers  to  be  in  eqoal 
proportion,  but  herein  they  are  much  deceived,  and  therefore  it 
appeareth,  that,  notwithstanding  this  travel,  they  have  more 
followed  books  than  experience  in  that  matter.  The  variation  is 
said  to  be  proportional  or  uniform,  when  in  the  increasing  or  de- 
creasing of  a  degree  of  variation  is  found  no  certain  number  of 
leagues  or  miles  going,  increasing  or  decreasing  in  one  parallel 
or  latitude  by  like  equal  proportion,  and  that  if  the  variation  be 
doubled,  going  by  one  parallel^  so  shall  the  leagues  or  miles 
also.     But  this  is  not  found  to  be  the  case. 

**  For  in  going  from  Scilly  to  Newfoundland,  which  is  not  600 
leagues,  it  is  found  that  the  needle  doth  vary  more  in  200  leagues 
when  you  come  near  that  country,  than  it  doth  in  400  leagues 
of  your  first  way.  And  also  in  going  to  Newfoundland,  it  vari- 
6th  more  in  one-third  part  of  the  last  of  the  way,  than  in  two- 
thirds  of  the  first,  and  in  those  parts  it  is  found  to  be  sadden. 
Further,  it  is  found,  between  the  North  Cape  and  Waigatz,  very 
strange  in  recoiling  and  coming  back  again  to  the  westward  of 
the  pole,  before  it  hath  fully  accomplished  two  points  of  varia- 
tion in  the  compass;  so  that  at  Waigatz  it  varieth  to  the  wast- 
wardy  as  it  doth  in  Newfoundland  ;  and  the  coming  back  agiia 
before  it  hath  accomolished  four  ooints  of  the  compass,  is  rerj 
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utrange,   and    agaiut^t    the    opinioos   of  all   that    have  before 
written/' 

That  Norman,  in  the  elucidation  of  his  opinion,  was  standing 
on  the  threshold  of  truth,  and  breaking  through  the  obscurity  in 
which  the  variation  of  the  needle  was  involved,  must  now  be 
manifest.  In  the  further  exposition  of  this  intricate  and  difficult 
subject,  it  may  be  proper  to  observe,  that  what  we  call  the  north 
magnetic  pole  is  in  fact  a  south  pole,  or,  in  other  words,  it  is  a 
magnetic  pole,  tiontrary  to  that  pole  of  the  needle,  which  is  B.U 
tracted  by  or  directed  towards  tlie  north  pole  of  the  ear^b,  be* 
cause  the  magnetic  attraction  takes  place  only  between  poles  of 
different  denominations,  and  for  the  same  reason,  what  we  call 
the  south  magnetic  po'a  of  the  earth,  is,  in  fact^  a  north  pole. 

It  is  likewise  evident,  that  according  to  the  position  of  these 
magnetic  poles,  the  compass  needle  will  be  differently  affected, 
and  from  thence  we  are  entitled  to  draw  the  following  results: — 
If  the  magnetic  poles  of  this  earth  had  coincided  with  tbe 
true  poles  thereof,  there  could  have  been  no  declination  or  vari* 
ation  of  the  mariner's  compass  in  any  part  of  the  world,  that  is, 
if  the  earth^s  uniformity  be  magnetical;  for  in  that  case  the 
needle,  in  pointing  to  the  magnetic  poles,  must  also  have  pointed 
to  the  true  poles.  This  needle  would,  therefore,  be  necessarily 
directed  along  the  course  of  the  meridian,  or,  in  other  words,  it 
would  not  have  any  declination  either  to  the  east  or  west 
thereof. 

If  the  magnetic  poles  were  situated  in  the  same  meridian,  and 
in  opposite  parallels  upon  that  meridian  which  passes  through 
the  magnetic  or  true  poles,  from  one  of  the  magnetic  poles  to  the 
other,  and  upon  the  opposite  meridian  all  along,  there  could  be 
no  declination,  for  the  reason  mentioned  in  the  former  case,  like- 
wise upon  the  equator  there  would  be  no  declination ;  for  though, 
if  one  of  the  magnetic  poles  was  only  to  act  upon  the  needle,  in 
passing  along  the  equator  to  the  distance  of  90°  in  longitude 
east  or  west,  the  declination  would  increase ;  so  that  at  90°  dis« 
tance  from  the  line  of  no  declination,  it  would  be  equal  to  the 
angle  contained  between  the  magnetic,  and  the  true  poles,  yet  as 
the  other  magnetic  pole  in  this  case  is  always  within  the  same 
31.  e 
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distance  of  the  needle,  it  will  act  upon  the  opposite  end  of  it 
with  equal  force,  and  will  consequently  keep  it  parallel  to  itself 
all  round  the  equator;  but  in  going  from  the  equator  north  or 
south,  the  declination  will  be  increased  so  as  to  be  180^  on  the 
little  arcs  or  spaces  of  the  meridian  contained  between  the  true 
and  magnetic  poles,  which  is  the  greatest  possible  declinatioo, 
in  all  cases  whatever. 

it  is  further  to  be  observed,  in  this  case,  that  the  lines  of  no 
declination  including  these  arcs  of  ISO*'  form  two  great  circles 
of  the  globe  along  the  meridian  and  equator,  crossing  one  an- 
ot4ier  at  right  angles,  and  dividing  the  surface  of  the  globe  into 
four  quarters,  two  in  each  hemisphere;  the  one  hemisphere 
having  west  declination  in  the  north,  and  east  declination  in  the 
south  half  thereof.  In  the  opposite  hemisphere  it  is  just  the 
reverse,  so  that  each  of  the  arcs  or  semi-circles  of  no  declination 
have  east  declination  on  one  side  of  them,  and  west  declination  on 
the  other.  The  small  arcs  of  180^  declination,  which  are  between 
the  true  and  magnetic  poles,  we  reckon  in  all  cases  as  part  of" 
the  lines  of  no  declination,  for  there,  indeed,  the  needle  conforms 
itself  to  the  meridian  as  well  as  in  the  other  parts  of  the  circle. 
though  its  ends  be  reversed. 

In  short,  as  all  the  lines  of  declination  or  Halleyan  lines,  as 
they  are  very  properly  called,  do  coincide  and  terminate  in  the 
magnetic  and  true  poles;  so  these  arcs  of  180  are  a  kind  of 
stop-gaps,  making  with  each  of  these  lines,  as  in  the  present 
case,  a  curvilinear  figure  returning  into  itself,  which  figures 
from  180°  between  the  poles  to  0°  declination  upon  the  equator, 
do  each  of  them  include  a  space  larger  than  the  other,  till  at 
last  they  fill  up  the  whole  quarter  of  the  surface  of  the  globe, 
and  conform  themselves  as  nearly  as  possible  to  the  shape  and 
figure  thereof.  As  a  variety  of  this  case,  we  have  just  to  men- 
tion, that  the  magnetic  poles  may  be  situated  in  the  same  meri- 
dian, but  in  parallels  which  are  not  opposite.  In  that  case,  the 
only  alteration  which  could  happen,  is,  that  in  the  hemisphere  in 
which  the  magnetic  and  the  true  poles  are  nearest  to  one  an- 
other, the  figures,  formerly  the  Halleyan  lines,  become  smaller,  and 
tiie  corresponding  figures  on  the  opposite  hemisphere  larger. 
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The  line  of  no  declination^  which,  in  this  case,  represents  the 
equator,  would  also  be  proportionably  nearer  to  the  poles  which 
are  nearest  one  another. 

Tf  the  magnetic  poles  were  situated  in  opposite  meridians, 
and  opposite  parallels  upon  those  meridians,  which  pass  through 
the  magnetic  and  true  poles,  there  could  be  uo  declination,  for 
the  reasons  mentioned  in  the  former  cases;  but,  upon  the 
equator  eastward  and  westward  to  the  distance  of  90^  in  longi- 
tude, the  declination  would  actually  increase,  so  as  there  to  be 
equal  to  the  angle,  which  measures  the  distance  between  the 
true  and  magnetic  poles,  and  would  thence  in  the  same  manner 
decrease  for  the  other  90^  to  the  opposite  meridian. 

The  Halleyan  lines  of  10^  W^,  &c.,  as  &r  as  the  greatest  de- 
clination upon  the  equator,  in  this  case  become  arcs  or  curves, 
which  conform  themselves  as  nearly  as  may  be  to  the  course  and 
direction  of  the  lines  of  no  declination,  and  are  called  by  mag- 
netists,  the  lines  of  the  first  order,  but  the  lines  of  the  greatest 
equatorial  declination  cross  one  another  at  the  distance  of  90°  in 
longitude,  from  the  meridian  or  circle  of  no  declination,  some- 
thing in  form  like  the  letter  X,  or  like  two  Gothic  arches  joined 
at  the  vertex.  They  are  termed  lines  of  the  second  order,  and  may 
very  properly  be  considered  as  the  boundary  between  the  lines 
of  the  first  and  third  order ;  as  the  lines  of  no  declination  are 
always  boundaries  between  the  lines  of  the  east  and  west  de- 
clination* In  this  case,  these  lines  of  no  declination,  including 
the  arcs  of  180°,  form  only  one  great  circle  along  the  meridian, 
dividing  the  surface  of  the  globe  into  two  hemisphetes,  in 
one  of  which  there  is  east  declination,  and  in  the  other  west 
declination. 

From  the  greatest  equatorial  declination  to  the  arcs  of  180°, 
the  Halleyan  lines  of  the  third  order  are  curves  returning  into 
themselves,  and  in  shape  nearly  resembling  parabolas  erected 
upon  the  arcs  of  180°.  As  a  variety  of  these  cases  also,  we  have 
only  to  add,  that  if  the  magnetic  poles  were  situated  in  opposite 
meridians,  but  in  parallels  which  are  not  opposite,  then  in  that 
hemisphere,  in  which  the  true  and  magnetic  poles  approach  nearest 
to  one  another,  the  figures  formed  by   the  Halleyan  lines  would 
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be  smaller,  and  in  the  opposite  hemisphere^  the  eorreepondhi^ 
figures  would  be  larger  in  proportion. 

It  was  once  the  general  opinion,  that  the  poles  of  ejmtj 
magnet  must  be  diametrically  opposite  to  one  another,  as  the 
poles  of  natural  magnets  are  generally  found  to  be  so,  biii 
Doctor  Gowen  Knight  has  demonstrated,  by  experimeBts,  that 
the  poles  of  magnets  may  be  disposed  in  every  possible  direction. 
The  most  extensive  case,  that  can  come  under  our  consideration, 
is,  when  the  magnetic  poles  are  situated  neither  in  the  same  nor 
opposite  mertdians,  and  this  seems  to  have  been  the  real  poei- 
tion  of  these  poles,  ever  since  any  observations  of  the  declinatioft 
of  the  magnetic  needle  have  been  made.  In  this  ease  then,  the 
lines  of  no  declination  cannot  be  either  in  the  direction  of  the 
meridian  or  along  the  equator,  as  in  the  former  cases,  but  a  kind 
of  curves,  which  are  variously  inclined  to  both,  and  they  divide 
the  sur&ce  of  this  globe  into  two  parts,  but  those  parts  are  not 
hemispheres,  as  in  the  last  case,  for  they  may  be  of  very  diffsr-^ 
ent  extent. 

If  the  magnetic  poles  be  situated  in  meridians  nearly  opposite, 
the  curvatures  of  those  lines  are  the  less,  but  as  the  magnetic 
poles  approach  nearer  to  the  same  meridian,  the  curvatures  of 
the  lines  of  no  declination  become  greater,  until  they  almcMt 
touch  one  another,  something  in  form  IUlo  the  figure  8,  and  at 
last  they  complete  the  two  great  circles.^ 

The  lines  of  the  second  order,  which  correspond  to  the  gieatest 
equatorial  declination,  if  the  magnetic  poles  be  situate  in  meri- 
dians nearly  opposite,  have  a  declination  nearly  equal  to  the 
angle  formed  between  the  magnetic  and  true  poles.  But  as  the 
magnetic  poles  approach  near  the  same  meridian,  this  declination 
decreases,  till  at  last  it  entirely  vanishes  together  with  the  lines 
of  the  first  order,  and  leaving  only  the  lines  of  the  third  or<for. 

The  foregoing  cases  will  be  found  to  convey  every  thing  that 
is  necessary  towards  an  explanation  of  the  declination  of  the 
magnetic  need  le.  It  is,  however,  a  most  important  circumstance 
for  our  consideration,  that  in  the  Berlin  Memoirs  for  the  year  VISi» 
Euler  has,  from  a  series  of  mathematical  calculations,  actually 
laid  down  the  spot  where  the  position  of  the  magnetic  pole  is  to 
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be  sought  for^and  which  exactly  corresponds  with  the  disco? eries 
detailed  by  Commander  Ros8»  in  his  memoir  to  the  Royal 
Society.  According  to  that  most  erudite  mathematician,  the 
north  magnetic  pole  seems  to  be  situated  near  to  the  meridian, 
which  passes  by  Cape  St.  Lucar,  the  south  point  of  California, 
and  between  the  latitudes  of  lO*  and  80^  north. 

The  situation  of  the  south  magnetic  pole  at  that  time  seems 
to  have  been  above  60^  more  westwardly,  and  near  the  latitude 
of  600  south. 

From  the  position  of  the  magnetic  poles,  the  result  is  as  fol- 
lows:— ^From  the  north  magnetic  pole  a  line  of  no  declination 
commences,  and  by  a  route  somewhat  resembling  the  letter  S, 
it  traTcrses  the  continent  of  North  America  and  the  Atlantic 
Ocean  to  the  south  pole  of  the  earth,  and  then,  by  the  arc  of 
1800,  to  the  south  magnetic  pole. 

From  the  south  magnetic  pole  this  line  of  no  declination  pro- 
ceeds, and  in  like  manner  trayersing  the  Pacific  Ocean  passes 
by  the  islands  of  the  East  Indies,  and  through  the  continent  of 
Asia  to  the  north  pole  of  this  earth,  and  so  by  the  little  arc  of 
180^  to  the  north  magnetic  pole. 

These  lines  divide  the  surface  of  the  globe  into  two  parts, 
and  in  going  eastward  from  the  first  to  the  second  line  oyer  the 
eastern  parts  of  North  America,  Europe,  Africa,  and  a  great  part 
of  Asia,  there  is  west  declination;  but  from  the  second  to  the 
first,  over  the  eastern  parts  of  Asia,  South  America,  the  western 
parts  of  North  America,  and  the  Pacific  Ocean,  there  is  east  de- 
clination. The  declination  of  the  lines  of  the  second  order  cor- 
responding to  the  greatest  equatorial  declination,  amounts  in  this 
case  to  I'Z* ;  and  for  the  east  declination  they  cross  one  another 
in  north  latitude  24®,  and  about  36^  in  longitude  west  of  the  me- 
ridian of  California ;  for  west  declination,  the  intersection  is 
likewise  in  24**  north  latitude,  upon  that  part  of  the  coast  of 
the  Red  Sea  which  is  next  to  Arabia  Felix. 

That  line,  which  we  shall  call  the  Atlantic  line  of  no  declin- 
ation, seems  to  take  its  origin  from  the  north  magnetic  pole,  and 
crossing  the  different  meridians  in  a  south-easterly  direction,  re- 
sembling in  form  the  long  letter  S,  it  traverses  the  continent  of 
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North  America,  enters  the  Atlantic  Ocean  to  the  northward  of 
Charleston,  and  so  proceeds  to  the  south  pole.  Upon  the  west 
side  of  this  line  there  is  east  declination,  and  upon  the  east  aide 
thereof  west  declination,  which  last  gradually  increases  as  we 
proceed  to  the  eastward,  and  till  we  get  beyond  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  or  midway  between  the  Atlantic  and  the  East  India 
line  of  no  declination,  where  it  amounts  to  31®  about  the  latitude 
of  48°  south,  and  then  it  regularly  decreases  to  the  East  India 
line  of  no  declination. 

Again,  as  we  proceed  to  the  eastward  of  that  line  of  no  decli- 
nation, the  east  declination  increases  rapidly  till  you  get  to  the 
eastward  of  New  Zealand,  where  it  is  upwards  of  Id*'  even  in  that 
latitude ;  but  from  thence  as  we  proceed  eastward  for  about  40® 
in  longitude,  this  declination  appears  to  decrease ;  and  again  it 
increases  till  we  are  to  the  eastward  of  Cape  Horn,  where,  in 
the  latitude  of  SI""  south,  it  amounts  to  21®  28,  and  then  gradu- 
ally decreases  to  the  Atlantic  line  of  no  declination  aforesaid. 
Upon  the  whole,  it  would  appear  that  these  observations  agree 
pretty  nearly  with  those  already  advanced,  with  the  exception  of 
that  decreasing  east  declination  to  the  eastward  of  New  Zealand. 
But  admitting  that  the  vast  body  of  water  in  the  great  PaciBc 
Ocean,  which  cannot  have  any  magnetic  properties,  should  not 
have  any  effect  in  producing  this  irregularity,  yet  we  are  not  to 
expect  even  that  the  solid  parts  of  this  globe  can  be  so  uniformly 
magnetical  throughout  as  to  answer  entirely  with  calculation  in 
eveiy  part  thereof. 

The  magnetic  needle  not  only  declines  or  varies  from  the  true 
north,  differently  in  different  parts  of  the  earth  at  one  time,  but 
likewise  in  the  same  place  this  declination  is  different  at  differ- 
ent times.  We  will  therefofb  call  it«  by  way  of  distinction,  the 
variation  of  the  magnetic  needle. 

At  London  and  Paris,  where  the  most  accurate  observations 
have  been  made  towards  the  latter  end  of  the  sixteenth  centurv. 
and  we  cannot  pretend  to  much  earlier  observations,  there  were 
between  II®  and  12«  of  east  declination,  which  gradually  de- 
creased ;  so  that,  in  less  than  a  hundred  years  afterwards,  there 
was  no  declination  al  all  in  those  places.    From  1657  at  London 
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and  1666  at  Paris,  a  west  declination  bo^an,  and  has  ever  since 
increased  gradually,  though  not  uniformly  or  in  direct  propor- 
tion of  the  times ;  for  such  is  the  nature  of  magnetic  declination, 
that,  like  the  apparent  motion  of  the  planets,  sometimes  it  is 
faster,  sometimes  slower,  at  other  times  it  is  stationary,  analo- 
gous also  to  the  elongations  of  the  inferior  planets,  at  one  time 
it  is  to  the  east,  and  at  another  time^  to  the  west,  alternately. 

We  may  farther  observe,  that  the  declination  lines  of  the  same 
name  have  always  respectively  passed  London,  some  years  before 
the  same  lines  arrived  at  Paris ;  and  the  like  observations  have 
been  made  in  other  parts  of  the  northern  hemisphere,  that  is,  in 
this  hemis^phere,  the  Halleyan  lines  have  regularly  passed  those 
places  first  which  lay  more  westerly*  and  so  in  order  those  which 
lay  more  to  the  eastward. 

From  the  latter  end  of  the  sijcteenth  century  there  was  an 
eastern  declination  over  most  parts  of  Europe,  while  on  the  coasts 
of  North  America  a  west  declination  prevailed ;  the  lines  of  no  de- 
clination  being  then  situated  about  the  Azores.  This  line  of  no 
declination  has  ever  since  moved  gradually  eastward,  the  lines 
of  east  declination  receding  before  it,  while  the  lines  of  the 
west  declination  have  gradually  followed  it. 

In  the  southern  hemisphere,  however,  it  is  quite  otherwise ; 
for  about  the  latter  end  of  the  sixteenth  century,  a  line  of  no  de- 
clination passed  near  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  upon  the  east 
side  of  which  there  was  west  declination,  and  upon  the  west 
side  thereof  east  declination;  each  of  which  declinations,  in 
going  eastward  or  westward,  gradually  increased  to  a  certain 
degree,  and  then  in  the  same  manner  decreased  to  nothing, 
somewhere  to  the  eastward  of  Java. 

In  the  year  1775  the  declination  in  the  Pacific  Ocean  was  sup- 
posed to  be  easterly  over  the  greater  part  of  that  immense  sur- 
face of  water.  The  line  of  no  declination,  which  was  then  situ* 
ated  a  little  to  the  eastward  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  has  ever 
since  been  moving  to  the  westward,  and  the  lines  of  east  declination 
have  gradually  receded  before  it,  while  those  of  the  west  decli- 
nation have  followed  it  with  a  proportional  pace ;  so  that  at  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope  there  was  a  considerable  west  declination 
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of  about  2ii^y  and  the  line  of  no  declination  moTed  many  degrees 
to  the  westward  thereof 

From  these  observations  it  is  manifest  that  the  Halleyan  lines 
in  the  southern  hemisphere  gradually  move  from  east  to  west, 
while  the  motion  of  those  lines  in  the  northern  hemisphere  is 
from  west  to  east,  and  if  this  conclusion  be  admitted,  yiz.  that 
the  progressive  motion  of  thejines  of  declination  in  the  northern 
hemisphere  be  constantly  from  west  to  east»  this  discovery  will 
be  of  as  great  use  to  us  in  framing,  regulating,  or  judging  of  oar 
future  charts  or  tables  of  the  declination  or  variation  of  the  ma- 
riner's compass,  and  will  answer  the  purposes  of  navigation  as 
well,  as  if  we  were  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  primary 
causes  of  all  the  phenomena  of  magnetism. 

It  must  be  allowed,  according  to  the  observations  of  several 
ingenious  and  scientific  men,  that  the  collective  magnetism  of 
this  earth  arises  from  the  magnetism  of  all  the  ferruginous  bodies 
therein  contained,  and  that  the  magnetic  poles  should  therefore 
be  considered  as  the  centres  of  the  powers  of  those  magnetic 
substances.  These  poles  must  therefore  change  their  places  ac- 
cording as  the  magnetism  of  such  substances  is  affected  :  and  if 
it  be  admitted,  that  the  general  cause  of  the  diurnal  variation 
arises  from  the  sun's  heat  in  the  forenoon  and  afternoon  of  the 
same  day,  it  will  naturally  occur^  «that  the  same  cause  beings 
continued  may  be  sufficient  to  produce  the  general  variation  of 
the  magnetic  needle  for  any  number  of  years.  For  it  must  be 
considered,  that,  ever  since  any  attentive  observations  have  been 
made  on  this  subject,  the  natural  direction  of  the  magnetic 
needle  in  Europe  has  been  constantly  moving  from  west  to  east, 
and  that  in  other  parts  of  the  world  it  has  continued  its  motktn 
with  equal  constancy. 

As  we  must,  therefore,  admit  that  the  heat  in  the  diflbrent 
seasons  depends  chiefly  on  the  sun,  and  upon  the  whole,  that  the 
months  of  July  and  August  will  probably  be  firand  the  hottest, 
while  January  and  February  are  the  coldest  months  of  the  year, 
«Bd  that  the  temperature  of  the  other  months  falls  into  the  respect- 
ive utermediate  degrees   although  from  calculation  we  can 
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ftcarcelj  pretend  to  ascertain  the  absolute  heat  of  any  particular 
month  or  day,  so  ive  must  consider  the  influence  of  heat  upon 
magnetism  to  operate  in  the  like  manner;  viz.  that  for  a  short 
time  it  scarcely  manifests  itself,  yet  in  the  course  of  a  century 
the  constancy  and  regularity  thereof  become  sufficiently  apparent 
It.  would  therefore  be  idle  to  suppose  that  such  an  influence  could 
be  derived  from  an  uncertain  or  fortuitous  cause.  But  if  it  be 
allowed  to  depend  upon  the  constancy  of  the  sun's  motion,  and 
this  appears  to  be  a  cause  sufficient  to  explain  the  phenomena  • 
we  should,  agreeably  to  Newton's  first  law.  of  philosophising, 
look  no  further. 

As  we  therefore  consider  the  magnetic  powers  of  the  earth  to 
be  concentrated  in  the  magnetic  poles,  and  that  there  is  a  diurnal 
variation  of  the  magnetic  needle,  these  poles  must  perform  a 
small  diurnal  revolution  proportional  to  such  variation,  and 
return  again  nearly  to  the  same  point.  Suppose  then  that  the 
sun  in  his  diurnal  revolution  passes  along  the  northern  tropic, 
or  along  any  parallel  of  latitude  between  it  and  the  equator, 
when  he  comes  to  that  meridian  on  which  the  magnetic  pole  is 
bituated,  he  will  be  much  nearer  to  it,  than  in  any  other,  and  in 
the  opposite  meridian  he  will  of  course  be  the  farthest  from  it. 
As  the  influence  of  the  sun*s  heat  will,  therefore,  act  most  power- 
fully at  the  least,  and  less  forcibly  at  the  greatest  distance,  the 
magnetic  pole  will  consequently  describe  a  figure  something  of 
the  elliptical  kind ;  and  as  it  is  well  known  that  the  greatest 
heat  of  the  day  is  some  time  after  the  sun  has  passed  the  meridian, 
the  longest  axis  of  this  elliptical  figui'e  will  be  north-easterly  in 
the  northern,  and  south-easterly  in  the  southern  hemisphere. 
Again,  as  the  influence  of  the  sun  s  heat  will  not  from  those 
quarters  have  so  much  power,  the  magnetic  poles  cannot  be 
moved  back  to  the  very  same  point,  from  which  they  set  out, 
but  to  one,  which  will  be  a  little  more  northerly  and  easterly,  or 
more  southerly  and  easterly,  according  to  the  hemispheres  in 
which  they  are  situated.  The  figures,  therefore,  which  they 
describe,  may  more  properly  be  termed  elliptoidal  spirals.  The 
north  magnetic  pole  may  by  this  means,  be  carried  with  a  slow 
but  constant  motion,  more  and  more  to  the  northreastward,  till  it 
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arrives  at  the  region  of  the  greatest  cold,  which  is  supposed  to 
be  at  some  degrees  distant  from  the  natural  pole  of  the  earth. 

In  this  manner  the  variation  of  the  magnetic  needle  in  the 
northern  hemisphere  may  be  accounted  for.  But  with  respect  to 
the  southern  hemisphere,  it  must  be  recollected  that  though  the 
lines  of  demarcation  in  the  northern  hemisphere  have  constantly 
moved  from  west  to  east,  yet  in  the  southern  hemisphere,  it  is 
equally  certain  that  they  have  moved  from  east  to  west,  ever 
since  any  observation  has  been  made  on  the  subject.*  It  is^ 
therefore,  scarcely  within  the  range  of  possibility,  that  the  mag- 
netic pole  in  the  southern  hemisphere  can  move  from  east  to 
west,  whilst  that  in  the  northern  hemisphere  moves  from  west 
to  east.  On  considering  the  matter,  however,  more  attentively, 
it  must  in  the  first  place  be  observed,  that  in  speaking  of  the 
declination  or  variation  of  the  magnetic  needle,  we  always  refer 
to  the  north  end  of  the  needle  only.  Thus,  when  the  north  end 
of  the  needle  points  to  the  west  of  the  meridian,  we  say  it  has  so 
many  degrees  of  west  variation,  though  the  south  end  thereof 
points  as  many  degrees  to  the  eastward.  Again,  when  the  north 
end  of  the  needle  points  to  the  eastward  of  the  meridian,  we 
say  it  has  east  variation,  though  the  south  end  points  to  the  west- 
ward thereof.  And  the  same  language  is  used  in  the  southern 
as  in  the  northern  hemisphere,  so  that  if  the  south  magnetic  pole, 
vrhich  governs  the  needle  in  that  hemisphere,  move  to  the  east- 
ward, occasions,  as  we  say,  the  needle  to  have  west  variation, 
and  on  the  contrary,  if  it  move  to  the  westward,  it  makes  what 
we  term  east  variation.  This,  therefore,  is  the  cause,  on  account 
of  which  the  lines  of  magnetic  declination  appear  to  have  a  con- 
trary motion  in  the  southern  hemisphere,  to  what  they  have  in 
the  northern,  though  both  the  magnetic  poles  of  the  earth  move 
in  the  same  direction,  that  is  from  west  to  east. 

In  the  northern  hemisphere  there  was  a  line  of  no  variation, 
which  had  east  variation  on  its  eastern  side,  and  west  variation 
on  its  western  side.  This  line  evidently  moved  firom  west  to 
east,  during  the  last  two  centuries ;  the  lines  of  east  variation 

*  See  CavaUo*8  Treatise  on  Magnetism. 
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moTing  before  it,  while  the  lines  of  west  rariation  followed  i^ 
with  a  proportional  pace.  These  lines  first  passed  the  Azores  or 
Western  Islands,  then  the  meridian  of  London,  and,  after  a  cer- 
tain number  of  years  still  later,  they  passed  the  meridian  of  Paris. 
But  in  the  southern  hemisphere  there  was  another  line  of  no  va- 
riation, which  had  east  variation  on  its  western,  and  west  vari- 
ation on  its  eastern  side  ;  the  lines  of  east  variation  moving  be- 
fore it,  while  those  of  the  west  variation  followed  it.  This  line 
of  no  variation  first  passed  the  Cape  des  Aiguilles,  and  then  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  the  lines  of  6^  10°,  15*>,  and  20°  west  vari- 
ation following  it,  the  same  as  was  the  case  in  the  northern  he- 
misphere, but  in  a  contrary  direction. 

It  was  originally  the  hypothesis  of  Dr.  Knight,  that  the  mag- 
netic  poles  were  at  first  opposite  to  each  other  ;  but,  according 
to  the  doctrine  of  Mr.  Canton,  they  would  not  long  have  con- 
tinued so,  for,  from  the  intense  heat  of  the  sun  in  the  torrid  zone, 
according  to  the  principles  already  explained,  the  north  pole 
must  have  soon  retired  to  the  north-eastward,  and  the  south  pole 
to  the  south-eastward.  It  is  also  curious  to  observe,  that  on  ac- 
count of  the  southern  hemisphere  being  colder  upon  the  whole 
than  the  northern  hemisphere,  the  magnetic  poles  would  have 
moved  with  unequal  pace ;  that  is,  the  north  magnetic  pole 
would  have  moved  further  in  any  given  time  to  the  north-east^ 
than  the  south  magnetic  pole  would  have  moved  to  the  south- 
ward ;  and  according  to  the  opinion  of  the  most  ingenious  authors 
on  this  subject,  it  is  generally  allowed  that  at  this  time  the  north 
magnetic  pole  is  considerably  nearer  to  the  north  pole  of  the 
earth,  than  the  south  magnetic  pole  is  to  the  south  pole  of  the 
earth. 

We  shall  now  proceed  to  give  the  memoir  of  Commander  Ross, 
as  it  was  delivered  by  him  to  the  Royal  Society^  reserving  to 
ourselves  the  opportunity  of  making  those  strictures,  which  the 
subject  may  require. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


28  SUPPLEMENT. 

On  ike  Position  of  the  North  Magnetic  Pole.   By  Oommander 
James  Clark  Ross,  R.N.  F.R.S.  F.R.A.S.  F.L.S.  ^c. 

Received  Deeember  19.— read  December  19. 18S8. 

ThK  determinatioQ  of  the  position  of  the  Magnetic  Poles  of 
the  earth  has  ever  been  considered  a  desideratum  in  the  science 
of  magnetism,  of  the  highest  importance  ;  and  the  obseryation«i 
and  experiments  of  the  most  ingenious  and  learned  philosophers 
have  universally  been  applied  to  the  solution  of  this  difficult  and 
perplexing  problem.  Vague  and  unsatisfactory,  hov^ever,  were 
the  results  of  the  researches  and  calculations  of  the  most  inde- 
fatigable and  zealous  promoters  of  that  science,  arising,  doubtless, 
in  a  great  measure,  from  the  discordant  observations  upon  which 
they  were  founded, — a  discordance  which  was  considered  to 
arise  chiefly  from  the  unequal  distribution  of  the  magnetic  sob- 
stances  contained  in  the  earth,  and  also  from  the  great  distances 
at  which  the  observations  were  made  from  the  centres  of  the 
ponf ers  of  those  magnetic  substances,  or,  in  other  words,  from 
the  magnetic  foci,  or  poles  of  the  earth. 

The  primary  cause  of  magnetic  phenomena  has  always  been, 
and  still  is,  one  of  the  secrets  of  nature,  although  several  of  the 
laws  of  magnetism  have  of  late  years  been  gradually  developed* 
and  during  our  absence  from  England,  a  greater  step  perhaps 
than  any  former  one  has  been  made,  through  the  indefatigable 
research  of  Dr.  Faracjay,  by  bis  splendid  and  convincing  proois 
of  its  complete  identity  with  electricity.  Still  much  remains  to 
be  accomplished  relative  to  terrestrial  magnetism ;  and  accurate 
observations  with  good  instruments,  as  near  the  magnetic  poles 
as  possible,  and  in  various  directions  from  them,  were  long  con- 
sidered amongst  the  desiderata  for  completing  the  magnetic 
theory  of  the  globe. 

These  wants,  as  far  as  relates  to  the  northern  magnetic  re- 
gions, have  been  supplied  by  the  expeditions  by  land  and  sea 
that  have  been  sent  from  England  for  the  discovery  of  a  North 
West  Passage,  to  traverse  the  shores  of  the  American  continent. 
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and  to  contribute  to  the  advancement  of  science  in  general.  In 
the  department  of  magnetism,  in  particular,  the  numerous  and 
accurate  observations  bj  their  distinguished  commanders,  and 
those  who  accompanied  them,  haTe  been  eminently  important. 
Those  made  to  the  north-west  of  the  magnetic  pole  by  Capt. 
Sabine,  to  the  south-west  by  Capt.  Franklin,  and  to  the  south- 
east and  north-east  by  Capt.  Parry,  Mr.  Fisher,  and  Capt.  Fors- 
ter,  have  furnished  materials  that  have  enabled  the  British 
philosophers  to  point,  with  a  wonderful  degree  of  precision,  to 
the  seat  of  magnetic  concentricity. 

In  contemplating  the  equipment  of  the  late  expedition,  a  still 
nearer  approach  than  had  yet  been  attained  to  that  mysterious 
spot  was  anticipated  from  the  route  that  we  purposed  to  pursue ; 
but  the  smallness  of  the  vessel  in  which  we  embarked,  neces- 
sarily limited  the  number  and  magnitude  of  our  magnetic  instru- 
ments. A  small  dipping-needle  by  Jones,  belonging  to  the  Ad- 
miralty, waSt  together  with  a  number  of  other  instruments, 
liberally  offered  for  our  use;  and  having  been  made  with  much 
care  by  that  celebrated  artist,  for  the  use  of  the  party  that  tra- 
velled towards  the  north  pole  under  Capf.  Parry,  and  been 
found  on  that  occasion  to  answer  every  purpose  for  which  it 
was  intended,  we  did  not  hesitate  to  consider  it  sufficiently 
large  and  accurate  for  this  service. 

A  description  of  the  instrument  accompanies  the  Table  Of 
Observations  made  by  Capt.  Parry  and  Lieutenant  Forster  in 
the  Appendix  to  the  Narrative  of  that  voyage  (p.  168,)  and  renders 
any  further  remarks  here  unnecessary.  It  is,  however,  to  be  re- 
gretted, that  prior  to  our  departure  from  England  we  had  no 
opportunity  of  making  any  observations  with  that  instrument ; 
and  a  defect  in  the  vertide  circle,  which  was  not  detected  till  the 
spring  of  the  year  1831,  has  rendered  it  necessary  to  reject  ail 
the  observations  on  the  intensity  of  the  magnetic  force  made 
previous  to  that  period. 

The  annexed  Table  contains  most  of  the  observations  that  were 
obtained  on  the  dip  of  the  magnetic  needle  during  our  late 
voyage  in  the  Victory,  and  seems  to  require  but  little  explana- 
tion.   I  have  considered  it  proper  to  record  the  mean  of  the 
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readings  of  each  end  of  the  needle  in  each  of  its  eight  positions, 
because,  in  looking  over  the  Table,  it  will  be  seen  that  scarcely 
any  two  results  show  any  very  near  accordance,  and,  in  some 
instances,  their  differences  amount  to  several  degrees.  Whether 
this  arises  from  any  imperfection  in  the  instrument,  from  the 
method  of  magnetizing  it,  or  from  a  variation  in  the  direction 
of  the  poles  of  the  needle,  I  am  unable  to  determine.  As  the 
several  readings  presented  themselves,  so  they  were  registered ; 
and  the  resultant  dips,  although  in  some  instances  they  show  a 
very  considerable  difference,  yet,  upon  the  whole,  their  accord- 
ance affords  a  remarkable  instance  of  the  tendency  of  errors  (if 
such  they  be)  to  correct  each  other.  Be  that  as  it  may,  it  is 
proper  that  these  discordances  should  be  known,  in  order  that 
their  cause  may  be  investigated,  and  that  the  observations 
should  not  obtain  a  greater  degree  of  dependence  than,  on  exa- 
mination, they  may  be  found  to  deserve.  Each  of  the  recorded 
observations  is  the  mean  of  six  to  tan  readings  of  each  end  of  the 
needle  in  its  several  positions,  and  the  method  employed  in  the 
reversion  of  its  poles  is  that  of  Du  Hamel. 

Only  three  oppdirtunities  occurred  of  observing  the  dip  as  we 
il^roceeded  to  the  southward  of  Fury  Point  to  our  first  winter 
quarters.  But  these,  together  with  the  variation,  &c.,  were  im- 
portant assistants  in  calling  our  attention  to  the  rapid  approach 
we  were  making  towards  the  magnetic  pole.  A  series  of  obser- 
vations during  the  winter  led  us  to  expect  that  that  point  would 
be  found  directly  to  the  westward  of  us ;  but  we  were  unconscious 
at  that  time  of  the  existence  of  an  ocean  in  that  direction,  and 
the  calculated  distance  far  exceeded  anything  we  could  hope  to 
travel  over  a  country  whose  rugged  shores  seemed  to  forbid  the 
attempt,  and  to  annihilate  every  hope  of  its  accomplishment. 
The  discovery  of  the  Western  Ocean,  however,  across  a  narrow 
neck  of  land  to  the  south-west,  which  occurred  early  the  follow- 
ing spring,  gave  rise  to  a  small  party  being  sent  from  the  ship, 
to  endeavour  to  trace  the  shores  of  the  American  continent  as  iar 
1o  the  south-west  or  west  as  possible.  On  that  occasion,  owing 
to  the  smallneas  of  the  party,  it  was  found  impracticable  to  carry 
more  instruments  than  were  actually  indispensable  for  determin- 
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ing  the  outline  of  the  coast  along  whiefa  we  might  pass.  An 
azimuth  compass,  of  Capt.  Kater*s  construcUoB,  was  the  only 
magnetic  instrament  that  could  be  taken,  and  this  was,  soon 
after  leaving  the  ship,  destroyed  by  a  &11  over  a  precipice  at 
Cape  Isabella,  soon  after  I  had  determined  that  its  north  point 
was  directed  to  the  north-west.  Its  action  was  uncertain  to 
eight  or  ten  degrees,  owing  to  the  extreme  weakness  of  the 
directive  force  of  the  needle. 

Imperfect  as  this  indication  was,  it  seemed  to  cherish  the 
hope  of  our  being  able  to  obtain  some  interesting  magnetic 
observations  ;  when  having  been  compelled  to  pass  another 
winter  near  the  same  spot,  I  proposed  to  conduct  a  party,  guided 
by  some  Elsquimaux,  across  the  country  to  the  -westward,  and  to 
endeavor  to  approach  as  near  as  possible  to  the  source  of  magnet* 
ism.  We  accordingly  commenced  our  journey  in  the  middle  of 
May  1831 :  but  the  unfavorable  nature  of  the  season  prevented 
my  obtaining  any  observations  that  could  be  of  assistance  to  us, 
until  we  reached  the  shores  of  the  Western  Ocean  on  the  28th 
of  the  month.  Here  good  observations  were  made  under  the  most 
favorable  circumstances ;  and  the  magnetic  dip  having  now  in- 
creased to  89^41 , and  the  horizontal  needle  pointing  to  N.ST^'W., 
led  us  to  expect  that,  at  the  distance  of  about  thirty-five  miles 
in  that  direction,  we  should  attain  the  object  of  our  wishes. 
That  spot  being  now  well  within  our  reach,  1  did  not  hesitate 
to  devote  the  larger  part  of  the  day  to  repeating  those  observa- 
tions, anticipating  that,  after  leaving  that  spot,  little  assistance 
could  be  expected  from  the  horizontal  needle  in  directing  our 
approach  to  the  magnetic  pole.  Having  gained  the  calculated 
position  on  the  first  of  June,  without  having  been  able,  from 
the  unfavorable  state  of  the  weather,  during  that  interval,  to 
obtain  any  more  observations,  I  availed  myself  of  the  snow  huts 
of  a  recently  deserted  Esquimaux  village  as  observatories,  and 
encamped  the  party  at  a  sufficient  distance  to  ensure  their 
being  beyond  the  possibility  of  producing  any  influence  on  the 
needles,  &c. 

My  attention  was  first  of  all  directed  U  ascertain,  if  possible, 
the  direction  of  the  magnetic  meridian.    For  this  purpose  I  sus- 
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peoded  horisontelly  the  needle  that  was  used  only  for  the  deter- 
mination of  the  intensity  of  the  ma^etic  force,  first  by  three 
or  four  delicate  fibres  of  flioss  silk.  It  remained,  however,  exactly 
in  the  position  in  which  it  was  placed.  A  single  fibre  of  the 
floss  silk  was  next  tried,  and  lastly  a  single  fibre  of  flax.  All 
these  (ailing  to  demonstrate  the  smallest  amount  of  horizontal 
attraction,  a  second  needle  was  treated  in  a  similar  manner,  and 
in  all  these  attempts  I  was  equally  unsuccessful.  The  top  of 
the  instrument  being  so  constructed  as  to  admit  of  a  half-circle 
of  torsion,  this  was  next  tried ;  but  the  needle  was  raoYod  from 
its  position  in  nearly  the  same  amount  as  the  arc  described  by 
the  po»nt  of  suspension,  showing  that  the  smallest  amount  of 
torsion  was  sufficient  to* overcome  the  directive  energy  of  the 
needle. 

The  needle  was  now  removed  to  the  dipping  apparatus,  and 
the  following  observations  on  the  intensity  of  the  vertical  force 
of  the  needle  were  obtained,  upon  the  supposition,  that  in 
whatever  direction  a  given  number  of  vibrations  in  the  same 
arc  were  made  in  the  shortest  time,  that  might  be  assumed  as 
the  magnetic  meridian  The  direction  of  the  needle  is  given 
in  true  bearings. 

S.  50«  W.  B.  80*  W  N.  70-  W  N.  40-  V  N.  10^  W,  N.  St.  W. 
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From  these  observations  it  was  equally  impossible  to  assign 
a  direction  to  the  magnetic  meridian,  the  slight  differences 
being  within  the  limits  of  the  errors  of  observation,  and  .the 
amount  of  the  inclination  or  dip  of  the  needle  in  each  of  these 
directions  being  precisely  the  same.  A  diminution  of  force, 
howeyer,  may  seem  to  obtain  in  the  directions  of  S.  l(FE.and 
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S.  40°  E. ;  and  a  direction  at  right  angles  to  that,  S*  TS*"  W.,  I 
assumed  as  the  magnetic  meridian  in  the  first  two  sets  of  dip. 
The  mean  of  these  was  89°58'15\  The  next  two  sets  were 
taken  at  an  angle  of  45° to  the  right  of  the  former,  and  their 
mean  result  was  89°  69  46*  ;  and  the  two  last  sets,  exactly  at 
right  angles  to  the  first  set,  gave  the  dip  89°  59 .  In  these  last 
observations,  the  axis  of  the  intensity  needle  was  put  in  the 
stead  of  its  own  axis,  which  accounts  for  the  difference  in  the 
readings  of  the  needle  in  its  several  positioft,  as  will  be  seen 
by  the  table  of  dips.  The  reason  for  my  doing  this  was  to  pro« 
vide  against  the  possibility  of  the  observations  being  influenced 
by  an  injury  which  the  axis  of  the  needle  was  supposed  to  have 
sustained,  by  the  great  difference  that  sometimes  occurred  in  its 
indications.  The  result  of  these  observations,  however,  shows 
that  the  injury,  if  it  had  met  with  any,  did  not  materially  affect 
the  results;  so  perfectly  do  the  principles  of  its  construction 
counteract  any  slight  bend  in  the  axis,  or  any  inequality  in  the 
balance  of  the  needle. 

To  complete  the  observations  on  the  intensity  of  the  magnetic 
force,  and  the  various  experiments  which  were  made,  and  which 
it  is  unnecessary  here  to  notice,  occupied  the  whole  of  the  time 
that  I  could  devote  to  that  purpose.  And  although  there  is  a 
difference^  amounting  to  several  minutes,  in  the  different  obser- 
vations made  in  the  same  direction  of  the  needle,  yet  the  result- 
ant mean  dip  in  each  of  the  three  directions  in  which  they  were 
obtained,  placed  us  as  near  to  the  magnetic  pole  as,  with  our 
limited  means,  we  were  able  to  determine.  And  although  it 
cannot  but  be  a  rough  approximation^  yet  it  is  hardly  possible 
to  be  more  than  a  few  miles  from  the  exact  position.  It  was,  at 
any  rate,  quite  impossible  for  us  to  know,  now  that  the  hori- 
zontal needle  had  ceased  to  act,  m  what  direction  to  proceed  for 
the  purpose  of  approaching  it  more  nearly  ;  for  in  order  to  de- 
termine its  exact  position,  the  co-operation  of  several  observers, 
placed  at  some  distance,  in  various  directions  of  its  position, 
would  be  necessary.  A  series  of  observations,  continiied  for 
some  months,  would  afford  the  most  important  and  interesting 
data.     By  such  means,  not  only  its  actual  position,  but  its  diur* 
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nal»  if  not  it$  amraal  motioDB,  could  be  determined,  and  fiiniish 
the  means  of  investigating  most  of  the  phenomena  of  magnetism, 
which  are  now  exhibited  on  our  globe,  and  establishing  for  fii- 
ture  ages  a  most  important  point  of  reference,  by  which  any  pro- 
gressive movement  may  be  ascertained,  and  ultimately  brought 
within  the  reach  of  mathematical  determination  for  any  given 
period. 

This  is  precisely  what  is  still  wanting;  and  now  that  its 
position  is  so  neany  known,  and  that  it  is  placed  in  a  spot  easy 
uf  access,  and  affording  every  facility  for  carrying  such  a  series 
of  operations  into  effect,  it  only  remains  to  be  considered  whether 
those  who  have  the  power  to  promote  such  an  undertaking  may 
attach  sufficient  importance  to  the  subject  to  direct  its  being  car- 
ried into  execution.  It  is  certainly  every  way  worthy  of  our 
country.  The  science  of  magnetism,  indeed,  is  eminently  British. 
There  is  no  other  country  in  the  world  whose  interests  are  so 
deeply  connected  with  it  as  a  maritime  nation,  or  whose  glory 
as  such  is  so  intimately  associated  with  it,  as  Great  Britain.  All 
the  late  discoveries  and  improvements  are  to  be  attributed  to 
the  perseverance  of  British  science,  and  the  encouragement  and 
assistance  of  an  enlightened  and  liberal  administration.  Nor 
will  the  name  of  Felix  Booth,  Esq.  be  omitted  in  the  list  of  our 
country^s  most  distinguished  patriots,  whose  munificence  and 
princely  spirit  have  furnished  the  whole  pecuniary  means  of 
obtaining  the  results  which  are  now  presented  to  the  Society  ; 
and,  I  may  fearlessly  venture  to  add,  of  enabling  a  few  British 
seamen  to  plant  the  flag  of  their  country  upon  the  northern 
magnetic  pole  of  the  earth. 


In  the  first  voyage  of  Capt.  Ross,  we  find  some  valuable  in- 
formation respecting  the  variation  of  the  compass,  and  deviation 
of  the  magnetic  needle,  which  in  this  place  deserve  particular 
notice.  We  there  find,  that  since  the  discovery  of  ihe  polarity 
of  the  magoet,  and  the  consequent  invention  of  the  mariners^  com* 
pass,  great  improvements  have  been  made  in  its  constructioDy 
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and  some  very  unexpected  tnagnetical  phenomena  haye  been 
disooTered.  That  instrument  was  in  use  for  some  years  before 
it  was  known  that  the  needle  had  any  deviation  from  the  true 
polar  direction.  About  the  middle  of  the  sixteenth  century  this 
began  to  be  suspeeted,  and  observations  which  were  made  soon 
afterwards,  proved  that  in  England  and  its  vicinity,  it  was  east- 
erly. This  easterly  variation  decreased  until  about  the  year 
1658  or  1660»  when  the  direction  of  the  needle  corresponded 
with  the  meridian*  After  tliat  time  it  became  westerly,  and 
continued  g^radually  for  a  long  period  of  time  to  increase  in 
quantity.  In  the  course  of  successive  observations,  it  was  found 
to  differ  io  diftffent  parts  of  the  world.  Hence  it  became 
absolutely  necessary,  both  on  this  account  and  because  of  the 
gradual  alterations  to  which  it  was  subject,  that  mariners  should 
be  furnished  with  the  means  of  daily  ascertaining  in  every 
situation,  the  quantity  of  error  or  variatiott  of  the  compass,  in 
order  to  correct  the  courses  to  be  steered,  and  the  bearing  of 
objects  seen.  In  ascertaining  the  quantity  of  this  variation  by 
the  well-known  method,  the  result  was,  till  within  a  few  years 
past,  generally  believed  to  be  correct,  or  at  least  not  subject  to 
much  error.  Differences  in  these  results  were,  however,  at 
length  observed  by  modem  navigators,  particularly  by  Mr. 
Wales,  the  astronomer,  who  accompanied  Capt.  Cook  in  his 
third  voyage,  these  differences  being  from  2P  to  6^  and  even 
10^  with  the  ship's  head  in  contrary  directions }  under  various 
other  ciroumstaoees  mentioned  in  the  introduction  to  Cook's 
voyage,  they  were  from  QP  to  7°. 

It  was  reserved,  however,  for  that  able  and  scientific  naviga- 
tor, the  late  Captain  Flinders,  to  elucidate  this  interesting  facfl ; 
to  explain  the  probable,  and  till  then  the  unsuspected  crnuse  of 
this  aberration  of  the  needle,  to  draw  conclusions  and  to  lay  down 
a  rule  for  correcting  the  error  of  variation,  occasioned  by  chang- 
ing the  ship's  bead,  which  under  the  circumstanoes,  and  within 
the  limits  of  his  observation  and  eitporienee,  were  probably 
legitimate  and  correct.  But  the  principle  on  which  this  rule  is 
founded,  will  not  be  found  applicable  to  every  circumstance  and 
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to  all  sitaations,  aiMl  particularly  when  it  has  now  been  put  to 
the  test  in  Baffin's  Bay. 

The  memoir,  written  by  Captain  Flinders  on  this  subject,  is 
recorded  in  the  Philosophical  Transactions  of  the  Royal  Society, 
for  the  year  1805,  from  this  it  appears  to  have  been  his  opinion, 
that  the.  error  of  variation  consequent  on  a  change  in  the  direction 
of  the  chip's  head,  was  produced  by  the  combined  force  of  terres- 
trial magnetism  and  ferruginous  attraction  within  the  ship. 

In  the  year  1812,  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty 
ordered  experiments  to  be  made  on  board  of  five  different  vessels 
in  the  king's  ports,  '*  with  the  view  of  ascertaining  the  particular 
causes  of  error  to  which  Captain  Flinders  had  adverted,  or  of 
obtaining  some  general  results  from  an  inquiry  so  intimately 
connected  as  it  appeared  to  be  with  the  improvement  of  naviga- 
tion/^ These  experiments,  as  far  as  they  went,  tended  to  estab- 
1  ish  the  fact,  and  to  justify  the  opinion  of  Captain  Flinders.  Still , 
however,  more  information  was  wanted  respecting  the  subject, 
for  the  purpose  of  discovering  a  rule,  that  would  enable  observers 
to  find  the  true,  quantity  of  error  in  any  place  and  under  all 
circumstances. 

Although  the  experiments  above  mentioned  gave  some  insight 
into  the  causes  ^f  this  variation,  they  were  insufficient  to  explain 
them  perfectly ;  nor  is  it  probable  that  we  shall  soon  be  made 
Bcquainted  with  them,  ignorant  as  we  are  of  the  nature  of  many 
physical  appearances  of  familiar  occurrence.  Though  it  wouid 
perhaps  be  possible,  in  the  present  highly  improved  state  of  na- 
vigation, for  one  thoroughly  versed  in  seamanship  and  nautical 
astronomy  to  conduct  a  ship  in  safety  from  Ekigland  to  any  port 
in  the  world,  without  the  aid  of  the  mariner's  compass,  yet,  in 
cloudy  and  tempestuous  weather,  or  in  confined  waters  and  sur* 
rounded  by  land,  his  doubt  and  anxiety  could  only  be  relieved, 
or  confidence  given  to  his  mind,  by  the  compass.  It  is  therefore 
necessary  that  this  instrument  should  be  rendered  as  unerring  a 
guide  as  possible,  and  this  can  only  be  doiie  by  a  certain,  uni* 
versal,  and  invariable  mode  of  finding  the  true  variation,  at  aif 
times  and  places,  and  under  all  circumstanees. 
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Tbo  irregularity  of  the  compaM  being  6ne  of  the  important 
objecta  of  the  expedition  under  the  command  of  Capt.  Ross,  it 
became  bis  duty  to  examine  the  various  reports  and  publications 
on  the  subject,  and  to  endeavor  to  ascertain  bow  far  the  different 
systems  given  to  the  public  aie  correct,  and  the  rules  for  cor- 
recting the  deviation  of  the  variation  to  be  depended  upon. 

From  the  experiments  that  were  made,  the  following  facts  were 
ascertained :— • 

1.  That  every  ship  has  an  individual  attraction,  which  affects 
the  compass  on  board  of  her,  and  to  ascertain  the  exact  quantity 
of  its  effect,  though  possible,  requires  the  most  particular  care 
and  the  nicest  attention. 

2.  The  effect  of  this  attraction  being  different  in  different 
ships,  and  not  always  progressive,  but  often  irregular,  no  general 
calculation  will  therefore  apply  in  the  case  of  all  ships,  so  as  to 
ascertain  it  for  the  purposes  of  correction,  and  consequently  all 
the  rules  hitherto  given  for  obtaining  it,  particularly  in  Arctic 
climates,  cannot  be  relied  on. 

3.  As  six  compasses  were  compared  with  each  other  on  board 
the  Isabella,  and  found  to  agree  in  the  same  place,  and  as  they 
were  all  found  to  disagree  when  placed  in  different  situations 
between  the  stern  and  the  foremast,  it  is  evident  that  the  devia- 
tion in  any  ship  will  vary  according  to  the  situation  of  the  com- 
pass at  the  time  of  using  it ;  and,  therefore,  as  the  point  of 
change  will  not  be  the  same  at  every  part  of  the  ship,  all  obser- 
vations must  be  made  in  the  same  place,  where  the  point  of  change 
baa  been  obtained,  since  to  that  only  will  this  correction  apply. 

4.  The  deviation  does  not  always  continue  the  same  under  the 
same  apparent  circumstances,  but  varies  according  to  the  point 
in  which  the  ship's  head  lies. 

5.  The  deviation  appeared  to  be  materially  a&cted  by  beat 
and  cold,  as  well  as  by  f ariations  in  the  humidity  and  density 
of  the  atmosphere. 

6.  The  direction  of  the  wind  seems  to  have  an  effect  in  dis- 
turbing the  regularity  of  the  deviation. 

7.  The  force  or  quantity  of  the  dip  possesses  a  decided  influ- 
ence over  the  force  or  quantity  of  the  deviation. 
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8.  Although  the  pnintit  of  chattgfe  foDod  with  the  oompftts  in 
the  same  part  of  the  ship  will  rematn  the  same,  unless  some  ma- 
terial alteration  is  made  in  the  stowage  of  the  iron  on  board*  yet 
the  amount  of  the  deviation,  with  the  8hip*0  head  on  any  point 
of  the  compass,  will  beat  a  proportion,  though  not  a  regular  one, 
to  the  increase  or  decrease  of  the  vatiatlon  or  dip,  by  bolh  of 
which  it  appears  in  some  deg^ree  to  be  goferned,  though  the 
points  of  change  are  not ;  as  they  seem  to  be  independent  cf  any 
influence,  except  that  of  the  ship's  attraction  or  magnetism, 
which  is  not  of  equal  force  in  every  part  of  the  same  ship,  nor, 
perhaps,  alike  in  any  two.  It  is,  however,  prssomed  that  the  ex- 
periments  and  observations  that  have  been  made  will  be  sufficient 
to  correct  the  errors  in  the  mariner  s  course,  which  have  so  often 
proved  fatal,  and  which  have  hitherto  been  attributed  to  defiscte 
in  the  compass,  to  currents,  and  other  unacoonntaUe  causes. 

In  conclusion,  it  only  remains  further  to  explain  the  manner 
of  finding  the  point  of  change  in  deviation* 

Let  the  bearing  of  one,  or  the  transit  of  two  distant  objects, 
(whose  true  bearing  from  the  ship,  or  from  each  other,  b  known,) 
be  taken,  with  the  ship's  head  at  several  points  of  the  oompaas ; 
if  they  all  agree,  the  diip  has  no  deviation ;  but»  if  nOt,  the  cmB 
which  is  found  to  agree  is  the  point  of  change. 

To  find  the  deviation  for  the  point  steered,  let  the  bearing  of 
the  same  object  be  taken,  with  the  fthip's  head  on  the  point  of 
the  course  steered ;  and  add,  or  subtract,  the  difierence  between 
them,  as  it  increases  or  decreases  the  variation. 

To  find  the  deviation  at  sea  when  a  distant  ob|eet  is  in  view, 
the  true  magnetic  bearing  of  which  is  not  known,  let  a  heat  be 
sent  out  of  the  ship's  attraction,  to  take  the  bearing  erf  the  ob- 
ject, and  then  the  bearing  of  it  is  to  be  takin  frekn  the  ship,  in 
the  manner  before  described.  But  even  when  no  distant  object 
is  in  view  it  can  be,  done  in  fine  weather  with  smooth  water,  by 
veering  a  boat  (copper  fastened)  astern  with  .a  compass.  Thn 
ship  is  then  to  steer  on  di&rent  courses,  (the.  boat  always  keep- 
ing her  masts  in  one,)  until  the  compasses  of  the  ship  and  boat 
agree.  If  there  is  no  difference  between  them  on  any  point,  the 
ship  has  no  deviation.  But  whatever  difference  is  found  between 
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them  on  aoy  poiot,  that  is  the  ship's  deviation  for  that  particniar 
pointj  and  must  be  added,  or  subtracted,  to  correct  the  ship's 
course  <m  that  point,  according  to  the  true  magnetic  course  of 
the  boat.  And,  in  tike  manner,  the  respective  differences  found 
on  the  several  points  are  to  be  applied  to  each.  On  whatever 
point  the  courses  of  the  boat  and  the  ship  agree,  when  her  masts 
are  in  one,  that  is  the  ship's  point  of  change.  The  result  of  ob- 
servations made  with  the  ship's  head  on  this  point  will  give  the 
true  variation  of  the  compara ;  but  if  observed  oq  an^  other 
points,  the  error  of  variation  will  be  according  to  the  amount  of 
the  deviation^  or  differences  found  on  those  points  respectively, 
between  the  course  of  the  ship  and  the  boat,  and  must  be  applied 
+  or  -^,  as  the  case  may  require,  to  correct  it.  The  variation 
may  be  observed,  either  before  or  after  this  process,  for  finding 
the  ship's  point  of  change  and  deviation ;  and  if  amplitudes,  or 
azimuths,  are  taken  at  different  parts  of  the  ship,  the  difference 
between  the  azimuth  compass  (wherever  it  may  stand,)  and  the 
compass  the  ship  steers  by,  ought  always  to  be  taken,  and  ap- 
plied in  like  manner  to  obtain  the  iru^  variation. 

It  would  be  a  great  benefit  to  navigation,  if  the  bearings  of 
remarkable  headlands  and  other  objects  on  the  coasts  of  differ- 
ent countries  were  correctly  taken,  and  inserted  in  the  pub- 
lished charts.  Thus  a  ship,  able  to  approach  near  enough  to 
take  the  transit  bearing  of  any  two  such  objects,  whose  relative 
situations  were  exactly  laid  down,  could  thus  know  at  once  her 
deviation,  or  whatever  course  she  was  steering,  if  the  true  vari- 
ation was  on  the  charts,  since  it  would  be  the  difference  between 
that  apd  the  true  transit  bearing,  as  laid  down  on  the  chart, 
taking  into  consideration,  at  the  same  time,  the  known  variation. 

Men  of  war,  and  indeed  all  ships,  should,  at  every  opportunity, 
try  the  'dTeviation,  and  ascertain  these  points  of  change,  and  that 
being  once  found,  no  change  should  be  made  in  the  stowage  or 
position  of  any  of  the  larger  masses  of  iron  on  board. 

It  only  requires,  however,  a  careful  perusal  of  some  parts  of  the 
memoir  of  Commander  Ross,  to  discover  at  once  how  very  slight 
was  the  knowledge  which  Capt.  Ross  possessed  of  the  actual  dtfr* 
coveries  that  Commander  Ross  bad  made  in  magnetical  science,  and 
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in  fact  that  he  appears  to  be  comparatively  ignorant  of  the  extent 
to  which  that  science  has  been  carried  by  some  of  the  eminent  phi- 
losophers of  the  present  day ;  thus  Commander  Ross  sajs,  ''  The 
primary  cause  of  magfnetic  phenomena  has  always  been,  and  still 
is,  one  of  the  secrets  of  nature,  although  several  of  the  laws  of 
magnetism  have  of  late  years  been  gradually  developed^and  during 
our  absence  from  England,  a  greater  step,  perhaps,  than  any  former 
one,  has  been  made,  through  the  indefatigable  research  of  Dr. 
Faraday,  by  his  splendid  and  convincing  proofs  of  0$  compleie 
identity  %oith  electricity.*^ 

On  this  subject  Capt.  Ross  thus  expresses  himself  before  the 
committee  of  the  House  of  Commons. 

*' Among  the  valuable  observations  of  every  kind  which  you  de- 
scribed the  voyage  to  have  enabled  you  to  collect,  are  the  com- 
mittee to  understand  thai  there  are  observations  connected  with 
magnetical  eleciricity  /'' — '^  /  know  of  no  magnetic  eleetrieiiy.  I 
know  of  no  such  term ;  but  the  effect  of  light  and  heat  upon  it  is 
an  important  discovery  which  we  have  made*^ 

^  You  stated  you  did  not  recognise  such  a  term  as  magnetic 
electricity,  do  you  mean  to  state  you  do  not  believe  there  is  any 
identity  or  necessary  connexion  between  magnetism  and  elec- 
tricity {electro  magnetiem)V* — **  I  believe  they  may  combine 
with  each  other,  but  I  do  not  understand  how  electricity  can  be 
magnetized:  the  magnet  may  be  electrified,  but.  J  da  not  know 
that  it  can."' 

''  Is  that  opinion  formed  from  the  observations  yon  made 
during  your  last  voyage  on  the  phenomena  of  electricity  and 
magnetism!" — ^*' No,  there  was  no  natural  electricity  present 
where  we  were." 

In  regard  to  the  singular  contradictions  which  exist  in  these 
answers  of  Capt.  Ross,  with  the  information  containeitt  in  the 
memoir  of  Commander  Ross,  it  is  curious  to  observe,  that  the 
memoir  was  read  before  the  Royal  Society  on  the  19th  December 
1883,  and  that  the  examination  of  Capt.  Ross  before  the  commit- 
tee of  the  House  of  Commons  did  not  take  place  unul  the  fol- 
lowing March  1834.  Thus,  although  it  was  distinctly  stated  in 
the  memoir  of  Commander  Ross,  that  the  complete  identity  of 
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etectricitj  with  magnetism  bad  been  established  by  Dr.  Faraday, 
yet,  in  despite  of  that  information  so  promulgated,  and  the  dis- 
coTeries  whtch  be  had  made  during  his  residence  in  the  Arctic 
seas,  he  declares  that  be  knows  of  no  such  thing  as  magnetic  elec* 
tricity,  and  that,  in  regard  to  any  identity  betvreen  magnetism 
and  electricity,  be  bel%ei>e8  they  may  combine  with  each  other ; 
but  he  doea  not  understand  bow  electricity  can  be  magnetized,  in 
ftict,  be  knows  nothing  at  all  about  the  matter.  Indeed  what  other 
result  could  be  expected  from  him,  when  he  gives  the  following 
answer  to  one  of  the  questions  put  to  him. 

"  Then  you  made  no  observation  with  respect  to  electrical  phe- 
nomena, which  you  think  would  be  important  to  science  ?*' — "  No, 
none  whatever  J^ 

"  With  respect  to  the  Aurora  Borealis,  it  has  been  a  matter  of 
some  discussion,  whether  the  Aurora  Borealis  is  accoilipanied 
with  noise  ?'' — **  I  never  observed  any  noise  with  it,  but  I  have  a 
BOW  theory  of  it,  which  I  intend  to  publish/' 

''  Did  you  observe  any  magnetic  phenomena,  which  you  con- 
sider of  importance,  apart  from  the  existence  of  the  magnetic 
pole  ?"' — **  Yes,  the  effect  of  light  upon  the  magnet,  and  its 
exposure  to  such  climates." 

On  this  *  subject  we  must  refer  to  a  previous  part  of  the  ex- 
amination of  Capt,  Ross,  when  he  attempts  to  explain  to  the 
members  of  the  committee,  the  principal  points  connected  with 
the  discovery  o^the  position  of  the  magnetic  pole.  After  having 
informed  the  committee,  that  he  did  not  know  the  longitude  of 
the  magnetic  pole,  he  proceeds  to  state,  *'  When  the  compass  is 
over  the  magnetic  pole,  the  power  of  attraction  is  at  right  angles 
to  the  needle,  and  of  course  it  has  no  power  to  turn  in  either 
direction  horissontally.  The  effect,  therefore,  that  light,  heat, 
and  all  other  combinations  which  may  combine  with  the  magnetic 
influence,  is  at  liberty  to  act  upon  the  needle,  and  will  be  unre- 
strained by  the  magnetic  attraction  itself,  therefore,  when  the 
sun  passes  round,  tpe  aaw  the  magnetic  needle  following  the  sun, 
proving  that  the  sun  had  an  influence  upon  the  magnet,  which  is 
a  great  desideratum  in  science. 

And  was  it  then  unknown  to  Capt.  Ross,  that  the  influence^ 
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of  the  sun  upon  the  magnet,  had  been  discovered  long  befora 
he  made  his  appearance  in  the  world !  and  that  it  is  to  be  found 
in  the  writings  of  Lorimer,  Knight,  Canton,  Cavallo  and  others, 
who  wrote  about  the  middle  of  the  18th  century ;  and  conse- 
quently that  that  which  he  calls  a  desideratum  in  science,  and 
which  he  wishes  the  committee  to  consider  as  one  of  the  results 
of  his  expedition,  was  known  to  the  very  tyro  in  the  science  of 
magnetism,  long  before  the  sound  of  his  name  was  heard  amidst 
the  rocks  of  his  native  mountains,  or  the  hummocks  of  ice  in 
Boothia  Felix. 

In  other  instances,  it  is  scarcely  to  be  supposed  that  Capt. 
Ross  could  have  perused  the  memoir  of  his  nephew,  previously 
to  his  entering  upon  his  examination  before  the  committee,  or  he 
would  not  have  allowed  himself  to  fall  into  those  g^ross  inaccuracies 
and  contradictions,  by  which  it  is  so  particularly  distingoished. 
Commander  Ross,  when  speaking  of  the  equipment  of  the  ex* 
pedition,  says  in  his  memoir,  "  The  smallness  of  the  vessel  in 
which  we  embarked,  necessarily  limiied  the  nmmber  and  magni^ 
iude  of  our  magnetic  insimmenis. 

When  Capt.  Ross  was  before  the  committee,  he  may  be  sup- 
posed to  be  standing  on  his  trial,  as  to  the  actual  extent  of  the 
loss  of  his  personal  property,  on  which,  in  some  respects,  his 
claim  to  remuneration  from  the  public  was  to  be  founded.  It  is 
not,  therefore,  to  be  wondered  at,  that  he  calculated  his  losses  at 
their  maximum;  but  at  the  same  time  it  is  ratfter  unfortunate 
for  him,  that  a  very  great  difference  exists  in  the  report  of  Com* 
mander  Ross  and  the  evidence  of  Capt.  Ross  touching  these  very 
objects,  which  constituted  his  principal  loss*  The  former  states, 
that  the  number  and  magnitude  of  their  instruments  were  limited, 
on  account  of  the  smallness  of  the  vessel.  This  statement,  how- 
ever, is  directly  contradicted  by  Capt.  Ross,  as  will  appear  by 
the  following  examination : — 

**  Are  you  aware  whether  your  nephew  sustained  any  pecuni- 
ary  losses  from  the  expedition  !*'—**  No,  except  his  clothes,  which 
every  one  lost." 

**  Had  he  instruments  !^—^  He  had  a  few  instruments,  but  they 
Ivere  not  of  any  very  great  consequence."' 
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^  You  had  some  extremely  valuable  instrtumtde  T-^^  I  had 
4be  finest  instruments  that  were  ever  carried  out  on  an  expedi« 
tion." 

•*  What  were  your  instruments  worth!** — *'  My  instruments 
and  books  were  worth  nearly  £1000." 

'*  Could  you  give  a  statement  of  them!*'—-"  I  cannot  give  an 
€*aci  etaiement  of  themy 

"  The  whole  of  which  you  lost  ?"— '•  Yes,  I  saved  my  sex- 
tant and  one  chronometer/* 

**  Do  you  also  include  that  in  your  £3000  expenses  in  the  out- 
set of  the  voyage?"—"  Yes." 

"  That  you  reckon  the  whole  of  your  loss !"— "  Yes  £8000." 

We  have  in  the  body  of  this  work  frequently  been  obliged  to 
allude  to  the  palpable  questions,  which  were  put  to  Capt.  Ross 
by  some  of  the  members  of  the  committee,  and  the  intent  of 
which  could  not  be  mistaken.  It  must  also  appear  to  the  mean- 
est capacity,  that  some  of  the  members  must  have  acquired  some 
private  information  touching  certain  points  of  the  expedition, 
previously  to  the  committee  entering  upon  their  labors,  or  they 
never  could  have  framed  their  questions  in  the  manner  repre- 
sented in  their  report.  Thus  it  was  necessary,  as  one  part  of  the 
foundation  for  their  recommendation  of  the  grant  of  £5,000,  to 
prove  that  Capt.  Ross  had  sustained  a  heavy  loss  in  personal  pro- 
perty, leaving  the  difference  between  that  loss  and  the  £5,000  to 
be  made  up  by  the  great  and  important  services  which  he  had 
rendered  to  nautical  and  geographical  science,  and  particularly 
to  the  solution  of  the  important  question  of  the  true  position  of 
the  magnetic  pole.  As  some  of  the  members  of  the  committee 
are  fellows  of  the  Royal  Society,  it  is  by  no  means  an  impro- 
bable case  that  they  might  have  been  present  at  the  reading  of 
so  important  a  document  as  the  memoir  of  Commander  Ross»  on 
the  interesting  question  of  the  discovery  of  the  true  position  of 
the  magnetic  pole,  and  in  which  the  information  could  not  pos* 
sibly  have  escaped  them,  respecting  the  paucity  of  instrumentst 
which  were  taken  out  on  the  voyage,  arising  from  the  smallness 
of  the  vessel  employed  on  the  expedition.  Nevertheless  the  lead- 
ing question  is  put  to  Capt.  Ross,—-*'  You  had  some  extremely 
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valu^^ble  instruments!*^  The  answer  is  in  the  affifmatite  in  the 
highest  degree,  and  a  loss  of  £1000' is  immediately  accounted 
for. 

-  From  a  general  Yiew  of  the  discoreries  professing  to  be  the 
result  of  the  last  expedition  of  Capt.  Ross,  with  the  exception  of 
those  immediately  niade  bj  Commander  Ross,  science  has  been 
verj  little  benefited,  and  even  the  position  of  the  magnetic  pole 
is  still  to  be  confirmed  by  subsequent  experiment  and  research. 
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